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VI. A RELAT ION of the long and bloody WA s of the Iriſp againſt 


Collected by the learned IEOo PRT KEATINe, D. D. 


THE 


General Hiſtory 
IRELAND. 


CONTAINING 


I. A full and impartial Account of the firſt Inhabitants of that 
KINGDOM; with the Lives and RE1GNS of an hundred and 
ſeventy four ſucceeding Mo N AR cs of the MILESTA N Race. 


II. The ORIGINAL of the GADELIANS, their Travels 
into Spain, and from thence into Ireland. 


III. A ſuccinct Account of the REIGNs of all the Kings of 
Ireland, with the ſeyeral Attempts and Invaſions upon that Iſland. 


IV. Of the frequent Aſſiſtance the Iriſb afforded the Scots againſt their 
Enemies the Romans and Britons, particularly their obliging the 
Britons to make a Ditch from Sea to Sea between England and 


of the Scots and Iriſb. 


V. A genuine DEs8CR1P TION of the Courage and Liberality of the 
ancient Iriſb, their ſevere Laws to preſerye their REconDs and 
 ANTIQUITIES, and the Puniſhments inflicted upon thoſe 
ANTIQUARIES who preſumed to vary from the Truth; with 
an Account of the Laws and CusToms of the Jriſb, and their 
ROYAL ASSEMBLIES at Tara, Ge. 


the Danes, whoſe Yoke they at laſt threw off, and reſtored 


LiBERTY to their Cou NT Rx, which they preſerved till the 
Arrival of Henry II. King of England. 


Faithfully tranſlated from the original Iriſb Language, with many curious Amendments 
taken from the Pſalters of Tara and Caſbel, aud other authentick Records, 


By D E R MOD O CONNOR, 
ANTIQUARY of the Kingdom, of Veli ud. 


Illuſtrated with above one hundred and ſixty Coars of Arms of the ancient 
Iriſh, with particular GENEALOGIES of many noble Families, curiouſly 
engraved upon forty two Copper PLATES, by the beſt MasTERs. 


Eine apo lm na Niogh 
mdighean molbthach nd monghnemh. 


LONDON, 
Printed by J. Bettenbam, for B. Crt axe, at the Bible 


Scotland, to guard themſelves from the Surprizes and frequent Incurſions 


in Jermyn Street, St. James's, MDCC XXIII. 


T-Q0:7H 5 


MosrT NOBZLE axp PuissaxnTtT LORD, 


WILLIAM O BRYE AN, 


EAR L and BARON of Inchiquiv, and 
BARON of Burren, in the County of 
Clare, in the Kingdom of Ireland. 


My Lok, 


7 H E following General Hi. 
9 85 ſtory of Ireland, humbly 


88 addreſſes your Lordſhip 
for Protection; a Hiſto- 
ry deduced, with great 
Fidelity, from the moſt 
early Accounts of Time, and abound- 
ing with Relations of the moſt memor- 
able Events and heroic Exploits of the 
Ancient Iriſh, among whom the 


Royal Anceſtors of your Lordſhip 
oY have 


The DEDICATION 


have filled the Throne of Ireland for 
twenty nine Succeſſions, (as appears 
from the ſubſequent Genealogy of 
your Lordſhip's moſt Illuſtrious Houſe) 
and with ſignal Bravery have repelled 
the Invaſions of foreign Enemies, and 
gave a freſh Supply of Life and Vi. 
gour to the Cauſe of their expiring 
Country. 


Were the Tranſlation of this Work 
proportionable to the Dignity of its 
Subject, it might naturally hope for 
Countenance from your Lordſhip, 
whoſe noble and warlike Progenitors 
ſhine with unrivalted Luftre through 
many Pages of this Collection; which 
I humbly requeſt your Lordſhip to 
look upon with an Eye of Favour, 
not only as it delivers down to Poſ- 
terity an unexceptionable Account of 
your Lordſhip's molt noble Family, but 
as a moſt ſacred Refuge for the fol- 
lowing Hiſtory from the Cenſures of 
illiterate and unjuſt Men, who 1nfolent. 
ly attempt to vilifie and traduce the 
lineal Deſcendents of the great Mileſi. 
ans (a martial, a learned, and gene. 
rous Race) as a Nation ignorant, mean. 
ſpirited, and ſuperſtitious. 


4 It 


The DEDICATION. 


It has ever been the diſtinguiſhing 
Practice of your Lordſhip's moſt no- 
ble Family, not only to preſerve invi- 
olable the Genealogies of your own re- 
nowned Line, but to expreſs a juſt Ve- 
neration and Regard for the publick 
Records and Annals of your native 
Country, which I declare openly to 
the World, are faithfully tranſlated in 
this Hiſtory, without Fraud or Falſ- 
hood, and therefore I am farther en- 
couraged to inſcribe my Labours to 
your Lordſhip's Name and Patronage. 


And never, may it pleaſe your Lord- 
ſhip, was any Man more ambitious of 
proper Means to publiſh to after Ages 
the Antiquity and Grandeur of your 
Lordſhip's Extraction, which flows in 
2 direct Line from the brave Gadelians, 
the great Founders of the Irj/þ Name; 
and Providence 'has at laſt gratified 
the paſſionate Deſire I have always had 
of paying my due Reſpects to your 
Lordſhip, tho? I deſpair of paying my 
juſt Acknowledgments; and tho' I was 
never able to produce any thing of my 
own worthy of your Lordſhip's View, 
yet that Misfortune 1s relieved by the 


preſent Opportunity of offering a 'T ran- 
| {lation 


The DEDICATION. 


ſlation of the genuine and venerable 
Antiquities and Monuments of Ireland 
to your Lord{hip's candid Approbation. 


To pray for the Proſperity and Con- 
tinuance of your Lordſhip's Illuſtrious 
Life, and that your noble Line may 
for ever flouriſh as a Security for the 
Blefling of Peace and Liberty to their 
Country, as it is my Duty, ſo, my 
Lord, is it my Ambition to appear upon 
all Occaſions, 


Your Lordſhip's 


moſt obedient, 
and moſt devoted 


humble Servant, 


Dermo'd O Connor. 
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1 Imam O Bryen, fe 
W fourth Earl of Inchiquin, 


—  - 


— - 


”- . 


| 


1 9 TEL ILY 
R e e ere TA 
EP PEP 


TE ETLLILELLELLELL. FE 2 


als 


THE 


2-2 — 


P E DI GR E E 


Of the RicuTt HoNOURABLE the Preſent 


JJC 
EAR L of INcHIGUIN, 


To Kio eee of Hain. 


married to the Lady Anne Ha- 
milton, eldeſt Daughter and 
Coheir to George Hamilton, 
Earl of Orkney, 

William O Bryen, third Earl of 
Inchiquin , married Mary 
Danughter to Sir Edward Vil- 
liers Knight, and Siſter to the 
Earl of Jerſey. 

William © Bryen, ſecond Earl 
of Inchiquin, married Lady 
Margaret Boyle, Daughter to 
Roger Boyle, firſs Earl of 
Orrery. 

Morough O Bryen, fifth Lord 
Baron of Inchiquin, created 
firſt Earl of — married 
Elizabeth, Daughter Sir 
William St.Leger, Knight, Lord 
Pre/ident of Munſter. 

Dermod O Bryen, fourth Lord 
Baron of Inchiquin, married 
Ellen, Daughter of Sir Ed- 
mond Fitz Gerald of Ballima- 
loe, Knight. 


| , Morrongh O Brycn, third Lord 


Baron of Inchiquin, married 
Margaret, Dawghter of Sir 
Thomas Cuſiack, A&night, 
LordChancellor, and ſometime one 
F the Lord Fuſtices of Ireland. 
Morough O Bryen ſecond Lord 
Baron of Inchiquin, married to 
Mable, Daughter of Chriſto- 
pher Nugent, Lord Baron of 
Delvin. 
Dermod O Bryen, firf# Lord Ba- 
ron of Inchiquin, married to 
| Lady Margaret Daughter 10 
Donough, ſecoud Earl of Tho- 
mond. 


{ Morough O Bryen, fourth Son to 


the laſt Prince of Thomond, 
married to Ellenor, Daughter of 
Thomas Fitz Gerald, , called 
Knight of Valley. 

Turloagh O Bryen, Prince of 
Limerick and Thomond, 
married to Joan Fitz Maurice 
Daughter to Lord Fitz Maurice, 
alias Vulgo Balbus, Lord Ba- 


wen of Kerry and Lixnaw. 


Son of 


2 


Teig an Condai 


_ 


O Bryen, 
married to Annabella Bourk, 
Daughter to Mac William. 
Turlough O Bryen, married Sla- 
ny, Daughter to Loghlen Ladir 
Macnamara. 

Bryen Cathaneny O Bryen, mar- 

ried Slanyin Macnamara. 

Mahon O Bryen married the 

Daughter of the Prince of Lei n- 

ſter, of the lineal Deſcent of 

Dairy Barrach, Son of Catha- 

oir More, Monarch of Ireland, 

Muiriertagh O Bryen, marrie 4 

to Sarah, Daughter to O Ken- 

nedy. 

Turlough O Bryen, married Au- 
rina, Daughter to Daniel More 
Macarty. 

Teige O Bryen, married Fyn- 
wola Daughter to, Kennedy 

Connor na Suidini O Bryen 
married More Macnamara. 

Donogh Cairbreagh O Bryen, 
married Sarah the Daugl er of 
Donough O Kennedy. 

Daniel More O Bryen, vixit 
temp. Henrici II. 
Caſhel and Limerick 30 Years, 5 
married Orlacam, Daughter 
to Mac Morough. 

| Turlough O Bryen, King of 

Munſter 5 Tears married to 

Nariait, Dawughter to © Fog- 

herta. 

Dermod O Bryen, King of Mun- 

ſter 4 Nears, married Sarah, 

Daughter of Teig Macarty. 

Turlough O Bryen ruled as Me- 
narch of Ireland 12 Years, mar- 
ried More Daughter of O 
 _ 

e O Bryen married More 
King of Leinſter's Daughter. 

1 70 Boiroimh, Monarch of 
Ireland 12 Tears; he was ſlain 
in the great Battel of Cloun 
Tarf; and was married to 
Gormfhlath, Daughter to Mo- 
rough Mac Flinn. 

Kennedy, King of Munſter 18 
Years, married to Beibhion, the 
Daughter of Archadh, Son of 


Morough, Lord f Wi 


Ning of 8 


„% ———_. 


. Conought. 


Lorcan, King of Thomond / 


Years, 

Laghtna, King of Thomond three 

Tears. 

Corc, King of Munſter 17 Years, 

Anluan, Prince of Munſter. 

Mahon vixit circa ſeptimum 

ſeculum poſt nat. Chriſti, 

Turiough, King of Munſter 36 

Years, 

Cathal, King of Thomond ſeven 

Years. 

Aodh Caomh, King ef Tho- 

mond 41 Tears. 

| Conall, Prince of Thomond. 

| Eochaidh Baldearg, King of Mun- 
ſter 29 Nears. 

Carthan Fionn, King of Tho- 
mond 45 Tears. 

Bloid, King of Thomond 16 
Years. 

Cas, King of Thomond 16 Years. 

Conall Eachluath, King of Mun- 
ſter 13 Years, 

Luighaidh Mean, Xing of Mun- 
ſter 27 Nears. 

Aongus Cinaithreach, King of 
Munſter 30 Years. 

Fearchorb, King of Munſter 16 

Years. 

Modh Corb, King of Munſter 27 
Years. | 

Cormac Cas, King of Munſter 
12 Tears, 

Oilioll Olum, King of Munſter 
27 Tears, 

. Eogan More, King of Munſtes 

15 Tears. - 

Modha Neid, Xing of Munſter 
23 Tears. 

Deary, Priuce of Munſter. 

Deirgthine, half King of Mun- 
ſter 13 Nears, 

Eana Munchaoin, half King of 
Munſter, 10 Tears, 

Luigheach More, King of Mun- 
ſter 2 Years, 

Modhafeibhis, Prince of Munſter. 

Muireach, King of Munſter 17 
Years. 

Eochaidh Garbh, Xing of Mun- 
ſter 36 Lear,. 


| Duach Donn Dalta Deagha 
Monac rh 


— 


Ireland 7 Teras, 8 
Adamair, Monarch of Ireland 5 &« * 
Tears. S 

Fearchorb, Monarch of Ireland 


7 


Monarch of Ireland io Years: 
Cairbre Lui leat han, Ning of | 
Munſter 28 Years. 

Luigheach Laigne, Monarch of 
Ireland 5 Years. 

Jonadmar Monarch of Ireland 3 | 


Years. 


Niadhſeaghamuin , Monarch of * | 


11 Tears. 
| Modhchorb, Monarch of Ireland 
7 Tears. 
Cobhthaig Caomh, King of Mun- 
ſter 29 Years, 
Reachtaridearg, Monarch 20 Years. 


—— 


1 41 J 


' { Eochaidh, Monarch 7 Years. 
Oilioll Fionn Monarch 9 Years. 
Art, Monarch 6 Years. 
Luigheach Lamhdearg, Monarch 


7 Tears, 


Eochaidh Vairceas Monarch 12 


Nears. 
Luigheach Jardonn Monarch 9 
Tears. ; 
Eanadearg Monarch 12 Years. 
Duach Fionn, Monarch 5 Years, 
Seadhna Jonaraig, Mqayarch 20 
Tears. 
Breaſrigh, Monarch 9 Years. 
Art Imleach, Monarch 22 Years. 
Eillim Monarch 1 Tear. 
Rotheachta Monarch 7 Tears. 
Roane, Prince of Ireland. 


Py Laige Monarch 7 Years. fag King of Munſter 26 


Tears. 


DD 


'S 
c 
S 


' {Cas Cead Chaingneich, King of 


Munſter 36 Tears. 
Aildergoid, Monarch y Tears. 


{ Muineamoin, Monarch 5 Tears. 


Caſclothacht King of Munſter 
13 Tears, 3 i 
Irercoarda, Prince of Ireland. 
Rothachta, Monarch of Ireland. 
Glas, 
Nuagatt Deaghlamh, 
Roſa, Prince of Ireland. 


| Eochaidh Faobharglas, Mozarch 


of Ireland 20 Years. 
Conmaol, Monarch 30 Tears. 


Heber Fionn, Monarch of 
Ireland ane N 


Mileſius, King of Spain. 


Vide Macarty More's Pedigree 10 


x Noah. 
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ounhſtanding the great Length of the original Pre- 
ace of Dr. Keating, I am oblig d to detain the 
> Reader by a ſhort Account of this Tranſlation, the 
[nducements thatled to it, andthe Oljections made 
| agaſt it. 

The genuine Merit of the following Hiſtory is fo far from 
being queſtion by the Learned Iriſh, that the Nobility and 
Gentry of the- Kingdom have preſerv d it as an invaluable Col- 
leclion of Antiquity, and Ihe Author has ſaid ſo much in its 
Vindication, that 1 ſubmit it to the Impartial and Judicious, 

ouly deſiring it might be read with that degree of Candor 
which jujtly belongs to .a Subjett that runs through ſo many 
dual aud uulearned Ages. This Chronicle of Ireland is not 
Merd to the World as an mfallible Record, perſectly 
free:from Errors aud Miſtakes, for it is impoſſible that the 
true Origin of any Ningdem or People in the World can be 
aſcover d at this remote Diſtauce; and it is certain that the 


Hiſtories of all Nations, the higher they are traced, the more 


they. are mcumber d.with  Fiftions, and often with Relations 


utterly incredible. But does it follow that the whole of theſe 


Accounts. is nothing but Fable, becauſe ſome Matters are re- 
corded.which carry an Ar of Falſhood? f this Rule be ad- 


mitted, uo 1 Hiſtory. or Chronicle in the World, except the 


inſpir d Wruugs, would eſcape: ; for human Compoſitions, 
aowihſiauding all imaginable Care, can never claim a Night 


 10.Jofallibiliy. 


Mt-1s well known, that a Tranſlation o, Dr. Keating's 
Hiftory has been often attempted, but without Succeſs ; nor 
did the Deſign miſcarry from any Diſcouragements it met 
auinh, but being a Work of great Expence, and written in a 


[A] defficuls 
1 


PREFACE 


| difficult and myſterious Language, it did not come 10 Matn- 

rity before this Time, to the great Diſappomtment of the No- 

bility and Gentry of that Kingdom, who had the Original in 
that Efteem, that they thought it juſtly dæſerd d a Tranſla - 
| tion, and reſold to ſupport u. It was ſome Tears ago when 
I entertain'd the firſt Thoughts of this Undertaking, and I 
| communicated my ſelf to Dr. Anthony Raymond of Dublin, 
i who approv'd of my Deſign, and promiſed to aſſiſt me in 
| it, but ſome Misfortunes falling upon his own private Af 
fairs, I deſiſted from proſecuting my Reſolution at that Time. 

il Ihen I arrrved in England I could have no Proſpect in 
38 a ſtrange Country of Encouragement to publiſh ſo charge- 
| able a Mort, but was again ſolicited by the Importunity of 


Friends to reſume my Deſign of a Tranſlation, and offer it 
| zo the I orld by way of Subſcription: I undertook the Work 
and fiuiſſid it, and have met with Encouragement beyond 
k my Expectation. The moſt noble Perſonages in the Ring- 
dom of Ireland for Birth, Quality, and Learning, have 
done me the Honour of therr Names, which is an Evidence 
of the high Efteem they entertam'd of the Original, and 
that they judg d it to be ſo far from being an old, e 
Legend of Fables, that they valued it as the choiceſt Collection 
of ancient Records that poſſibly can be recover d from the 
Ruins of Time, to ſupport the Honour of their Anceſtors, and 
zo grve the World a juſt Idea of the Dignity of the Country 
"where they were born. 

There is an Author, who has conceaÞd his Name, that has 
with great Ignorance and Envy attempted to explode and ridi- 
cule the Labours of the great Dr. Keating, andto ſtigmatiſè the 
followiag Hiſtory as a fiftitions and romantick Compoſition. 
He has likewiſe beſtowed ſome Flowers of his Oratory in re-, 
| preſenting the Weakneſs of my Abilities, and my Incapacity 
= for the Work I had undertaken. What relates to my ſelf 

| being intirely Perſonal, and weak, inſignificant Scandal, is be- 
low the Concern of the Reader and my own, and therefore 
[ ſhall only in this Place anſwer an Objection or two where- 
F in he has aſpers'd the Character of my Author, and vindicate 
[i the Reputation of this Hiſtory, whoſe intrinſick Worth, in 
| the Opinion of Men of Learning, is plac'd beyond the Reach 
* of his Malice, though among the Injudicious, and before the 
if | publiſhing of this Tranſlation, his Spleen had in ſome Mea- 
F ſure the Effet he deſired, and in a ſmall degree prejudicd 
0 me in my Fubſeriptions. 


The 


by the TRANSLATOR. 


The Preſacer to the Memoirs of the Marquis of Clanri- 


carde promiſes the World in his pompous Title Page a Leara- 
ed Diſſertation, herein was mſeried a Digreſſion con- 
taining ſeveral curious Obſervations concerning the An- 
tiquities of Ireland. And he has fulfill d his Word ſo far 
as to labour in the Proof that there are no real Antiquittes 
in the Kingdom of Ireland, that their Records are not genu- 
me, but the Invention of Bards or Druids who in 
the Times of Ignorance and Superſtition impoſed upon the 
World, and that the Chronicle of Dr. Keating 7s a Collecti- 
on from thoſe ſpurious and romantic Compoſitions, whoſe 
Authority he knew to be moalid, and to whoſe Teſtimony he 
never gave any real Belief. But the Inſolence of this Cenſure 
appears not only by deſtroying in one Breath the Evidence of all 
the national Chronicles of Ireland, but as it proceeds from a 
Perſon, who never had im his Poſſeſſion one of thoſe ancient 
Records, which if he had, his Ignorance and want of Skill in 
the Language made him incapable to underſtand. It is 
certain that the Abilittes of this Prefacer in the Iriſh Tongue, 
extends no farther than the Knowledge of a School Boy and 
a ſmall Acquaintance with the modern Characters of that 
Language, and the utmoſt of his Learning conſiſts only in 
turning over ſome fabulous Traits of a late Date, ſuch as 
Bruighean Chaorthuin, Eachtra an Ghiolla Dheacair, 
Cath Fionntragh, Sc. which by the way was the 
true Reaſon why he never per form d his Promiſe to the World 
of publiſhing a Hiftory of Ireland from the ancient Records; 
for he was ſenſible his Ignorance of the original Iriſh 
Language render d him incapable to fulfil it; and therefore 
it is no Wonder that he has traduced thoſe venerable Auti- 
quities as falſe and incredible Fictions, having no other way 
to make a tolerable Excuſe io thoſe Perſons, whom for many 
Years he put in Expettation of an Iriſh Hiſtory. I confe/s 
I have in one Senſe done him an irreparable Damage by 
publiſhing this Tranſlation, becauſe he can no longer im- 


poſe upon his Friends by amuſing them with an Hiſtory of 


Ireland, and con/equently he muſt ſenſibly be alfected by the Di/- 

continuance of the many Favours he has recerved yo the Me- 
rits of that Proſpett. However it muſt always be eſteem'd a 
malicious and ungenerous Practice, for a Man to throw 
Aſperſions upon the publick Records of a Nation, upon whoſe 
Character and Reputation he has been ſupported for many 
Tears, and upon whoſe Authority he laid a Scheme for his 
future Subſyſtence, | 7 vi oval 
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PREFACE. 


It is with great Confidence aſſerted by this Prefater, that 
there is no ſuch Perſon in this Age as an Antiquary through= 
out the Kingdom of Ireland; when it is moſt evident, and I 
call upon Thouſands to atteſt it, that there are Numbers of 
them, whoſe Employment it is to tranſcribe the ancient Chro- 
nicles, and to inſtruct the Youth in the proper Language of 
the Country: And his Malice is equally conſpicuous where he 


ſays, that the only remaining Copy of Dr. Keatin g's Hiſto- 


ry is in the Hands of the Baron of Cathir; ſincè it is un- 
queſtionably certain, that many Copies have been tranſcrib'd, 
and the Manuſcripts are preſerd d in ſeveral Hands, and ſcat- 
ter d through moſt Parts of the Kingdom. 

Dr. Lloyd, ſeems, we are told with great Trminph, 
in his Catalogue of Iriſh Manuſcripts he found in Trinty 
College Dublin, makes no Mention of the Pſalter of Caſhel 
and Tara; from whence it is infer” d, that there are no ſuch 
Records, and conſequently to ee to quote, them is an 
Impoſition and an Abuſe upon Mankind. In Anſwer to this 
Charge it muſt be obſerb d, that Dr. Lloyd was a profeſ#4 
Stranger to the old Manuſcripts of that Kingdom, as he gene- 
rouſly confeſſes in his Archæologia Britannica; and it is 
well known that there is a large Folio in fine Vellum fairly 
written ſome hundred Years ago in Balimore in the Coun- 
zry of Meath, which contains the Hiſtorical Tranſtript of 
thoſe Pſalters, the Book of Ardmagh, and other valuable Au- 
tiquities, This choice Record is now preſerd d in Ttinit 
College, which I had the Favour of peruſing, and I kept it in 
my Cuſtody for fix Months. I take this Opportunity to ex- 
preſs my Gratitude to the learned Dr. Anthony Raymond 
of Trym, for the Favour he did me in entring into a Bond 
of a thouſand Pounds, as Security for my reſtoring this an- 
cient M. . after my Peruſal of it. 

What this Prefacer obſerves, concerning a Tranſlation b 
Dr. Keating's Hiſtory by the Procurement of the Right 
Honourable the Earl of Orrery, ' Grandfather to the Pre- 
ſent Earl, is true in Fatt, and I confeſs that this Chronicle 
was tranſlated by Timothy Roe O Connor, he Father 
of Conn O Connor /ately deceaſed; but the Reflection 
made upon it, that the Earl Joe's this Tranſlation out 
of Juſtice to the World, which he reſold not to abuſe with 
Lies and Fables, is a Charge as falſe as malicious. For 
the true Reaſon why' that noble Lord refuſed to let that 
Tranſlation come abroad, was to enhance'the Value of it, 
and to make his Manuſcript the greater Curioſity which 
would have laſt much of its been, Fit had been printed and 


Thus 


— 


by the TRANSLATOR. V 


Thus far have I followed and detefted the Ignorance and 
Peeviſhneſs of this Writer, whoſe Huy and Diſappoint- 
ments have carried him into manifold Errors, and into the 


loweſt of perſonal Refleftions. But I leave him to be corrett- 
ed by the Torment of his own Mind, and the Contempt of his 


former Friends, who juſtly ſenſible of his ungenerous Proceed- 


3 ings, his invincible Malice, and his notorious want of Capa- 
1 city, have baniſhed him their Acquaintance as an imfamous 
3 Renegado and wicked Liheller upon the Glory and Honour 
f 77 


For want of a more conventent Opportunity, and becauſe 
the following Information came too late to be inſerted in the 
Body of the Hiſtory, the Account I have recerved ſhall be com- 
municated in this Place. 

There has been a Diſpute among learned Men, whether 
the ancient Kings of Ireland of the Mileſian Race, wore 
Crowns of Gold after the Manner of other Nations. We 
are inform d by Hector Boetius in his ſecond and tenth Book, 
that the Kings of Scotland from the Time of Fergus to the 
Reign of Achaius, uſed a plain Crown of Gold militaris 
Valli forma; in the Form of a military Trench: Aud i 
3s more than probable, that in this Practice they followed 
the Iriſh Monarchs from whom they derrved their Deſcent 
and Cuſtoms. And this Conjetture is till render'd more rea- 
ſonable by a Golden Cap ſuppoſed to be a Provincial Crown 
that was found in the Year ſixteen hundred ninety two, in 
the County of Tipperary, at a Place calld Barnanely by 
zhelriſh, and by the Engliſhzhe Devil's Bit; it was d;/cover'd 
about ten Foot under Ground by ſome Workmen that were 
digging up Turf for firing, Tbis Gap or Crown weighs about 
five Ounces ; the Border and the Head is raiſed in Chaſe- 
work in the Form here repreſented ; FY 
and it ſeems to bear ſome Reſem- 
glance to the cloſe Crown of the 
Eaſtern Empire, which was com- 
poſed of the Helmet together with ——_— 

3 a Diadem, as the learned Selden obſerves in his Titles of 
2 Honour, Part I. Chap. 8. 

E Some of the Anttquarians of Ireland have imagin d, that 
this was the Crown worn by ſome Provincial Kings under the 
Command of Bryen Boiroimhe, who beat the Danes in fo 
many Battels; others are rather mclmed to believe that it 
belong'd to the Iriſh Monarchs before the Planting of Chri- 
ſtianity in that Kingdom ; and they give this Reaſon, becauſe 
it is not adorned with a Croſs, which was the common 
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Enſian of Chriſtian Princes. However it is a valuable 
Piece of Curioſitiy, and would unavoidably have been 
melted dium, had it not been preſervd by Joſeph Co- 
merford /i; a curious Gentleman deſcended from a 
younger Brother of Comerford in the County of Stafford, 
| who attended Ring John in his Expedition into Ire- 
il | land, and there married the Niece of Hugo de Lacy 
a great Favourite of that Ring. Ever ſince which Time 
1 the Family has flouriſb'd in that Country, and were formerly 
titular Barons of Danganmore. This Gentleman being ren- 
1 der'd incapable, by Reaſon of his Religion, to purchaſe Lands 
| in his own Country, has bought the Marquiſate of Anglure 
ll, | with a good Eſtate upon the Rider Aule in Champaigne, 
| which he has ſettled in default of Iſſue from himſelf, upon 
| his Brother Captain Luke Comertord (an Officer of great 
[ | Eſteem im the French Service) and his Heirs Male, and m 
l default of ſuch Iſſue upon his Kinſman Fir John Comerford, 
(a Major General, and Colonel of a Regiment of Foot in the 
Service ofthe King of Spain) and his Male Iſſue. Sir George 
Skiddy a near Relation to Mr. Comerford has hkewiſe 
acquired a good Eſtate in France. This Gentleman is a great 
| Grandſon to Sir George Skiddy formerly of Waterford, and 
! alſo of Skiddy of Skiddy's Caſtle in the County of Cork, 3s a 
| Knight of the military Order of H. Lewis, and a Colonel of 
Foot ; to whom a Plate of his Arms is humbly inſcrib'd. 
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Some few Errors having eſcap'd our Obſervation, moſt of which are in the 


Dates of the Years; the Reader is refer'd to the regal Table of Kings, 
which Corrects thoſe Miſtakes ; the other are as follows. 


bo. Dr. Keating's Preface Page 14 line xiv. for Britiſ Extraction read Daniſh Ex- 
Ir acrios. : 
In the Hiſtory Page 77. the fifth line from the Bottom, for Crete upon his left Hand 
read Germany upon his left Hand, Page 81 line 22. for France Weſt read France Eaſt. 
p. 135. 1. 8. from the Bottom, for King of Arms, t. Antiquary who hung them up. 
p. 136. 1. 8. for blazow'd, r. painted, and ſo in other Pages following. p. 233. I. 23. 
dele and O Bryens, and read and O Sulevans. p. 233. r. Britain, and ſo in the other Pages 
following in the Firſt Part. p. 239. for but he was at laſt, t. but he at T was. p. 
292. 1. 19. for three the, r. the three Brothers. p. 311. for Nubirgenſis, r. 1 
312. |: 8. from the Bottom, for Turin, r. Tourt. p. 316. 1. 3. from the Bottom, 
tor Eoc had, r. Eagan. l. 3. tor Iriſh Camp, r. Scots Camp. 
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DIRECTIONS for the BINDER. 


Fter the Dedication put the Lord Inchiguin's Pedigree, then the Tranſlator's Prefaces 

Dr. Keating's Preface, the Liſt of Subſcribers, e Table of Kings, and the Map of 
ireland before the Hiſtory ; and after the Hiſtory the three Sheets of Pedigrees, then 
the twenty eight Plates of Pedigrees, and after them the twelve Plates of Coats of 
Arms as the Plates are Number'd. 1 | 
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PREFACE. 


HotveR undertakes to write the HisToRyY of any Nati- 
on, or Kingdom, ought to give a true and impartial 
Account, not only of the Country and the Laws, but 
alſo of the Cuſtoms and Manners of the People: And 
— .. therefore, having undertaken to deduce the Hiſtory of 
Ireland from the moſt diſtant Ages; I think myſelf oblig' d to 
remove before-hand, thoſe falſe and injurious Repreſentations, which 
have been publiſh'd, concerning the ancient 1r;ſþ, who, for above 
theſe three thouſand Years, have inhabited this Kingdom, as well 
as what relates to the old Eugliſs, who have been ſettled here 
ever ſince the Reign of King HENRY II. 

The Engliſo HisToRIAaNs, who have ſince that Time wrote 
about the Affairs of Ireland, have induſtriouſly ſought occaſion 
to leſſen the Reputation of both, as appears by Giraldus Cambren- 
ſes, Spencer, Stainhurſt, Morriſon, Campion, and others, who, when 
they write of Ireland, ſeem to imitate the Beetle, which, when 
enliven d by the Influence of the Summer Heats, flies abroad, paſles 
over the delightful Fields, neglectful of the ſweet Bloſſoms, or fra- 
grant Flowers that arc in its way, till at laſt directed by its ſordid 
Inclination, it ſettles itſelf upon ſome nauſeous Excrement. Thus 
the above-mention'd Authors proceed, when they write of this King- 
dom: What was worthy or commendable in the 1r;f Nobility 
and Gentry, they paſs over, take no Notice of their Piety, Learn- 
ing and Courage, of their charitable Diſpoſition to build Churches 
and religious Houſes, with the great Privileges and Endowments 
they confer'd and ſettled upon them: They omit to ſpeak of the 
Protection and Encouragement they gave to their Hiſtoriographers, 
and to other Men of Learning to whom their Liberality was ſo 
abounding, that they not only reliev d the Indigency of thoſe who 


made their Applications to them, but made publick Invitations ex- 


preſily for an Opportunity to beſtow Gratifications upon Perſons of Merit 
and Deſert. They forget to mention their Virtues and commendable Acti- 
ons; but in their Accounts of this Kingdom, theſe Authors dwell upon the 


Mannets of the lower and baſer ſortof People, relate idle and fabulous Sto- 
a ries, 


it PREF ACE. 

nos, invented on purpoſe to amuſe the Vulgar and Ignorant, and paſs 

| over all that might be ſaid with Juſtice, to the Honour of the 
Nobility and Gentry of that Nation. 

It is certain that the old Iriſh before the Engliſh Invaſion were a 
| generous and brave People, as appears particularly by the Trouble 
they gave the Romans, by the Aſſiſtance they afforded the Scots, 
and by obliging the Britains to erect a Wall of a vaſt Extent be- 
ll] tween England and Scotland, to defend themſelves from the terrible 
= Incuſions of the valiant Iriſþ; and though the Romans were oblig'd 
| to keep up an Army of fitty two thouſand Foot and three hundred Y 
Horſe, to preſetrve the Boundaries and to ſecure the Limits of their 3 


Conqueſts, and likewiſe had in conſtant Pay a Body of twenty three 4 
ll thouſand Foot and thirteen hundred Horſe, to protect the Sca- 3 
| Coaſts and other Parts of the Country from the Hoſtilities of the A 
Scots and Fitts, yet the Bravery of the ancient Ji broke through 7 
. their Lines and Fortifications, and often defeated the whole Power 2 


of the Roman Army, and carried off immenſe Booty from the In- 
| habitants, as Samuel Daniel an Engliſh Hiſtorian in his Chronicle 
| expreſlly teſtifies. | 
| Cormac mac Cuillenain the King of Munſter and Archbiſhop of Caſhet 
| gives an Account in his Pſalter, that the irreſiſtible Valour of the 1ri/þ 
WW and Pits, compell'd the Britains three ſeveral Times to give up 
1| as a Sacrifice the chief Commander of the Romans, in Order to 

ſtop the Fury of their Arms and obtain their Freindſhip. Nor is 
| it to be forgotten into what Miſeries and Diſtreſs the Britains were 
| reduced by the 1ri/h in the Reign of Yortigern, who found himſelf 
if 2 oblig'd to retain Hengiſt and his German Auxiliaries to defend him 
| from their Incurſions, as the ſame Engliſh Annaliſt particularly aſ- 
ſerts. The ſame Author relates that the Romans, who call'd them- 
ſelves the Conquerors of the World, were forc'd to erect fourteen 
ſtrong Gariſons to protect them from the Hoſtilities of the Scots 
and Piffs, who harafsd them with continual Inroads, and cut off 
Numbers of their legionary Soldiers, notwithſtanding they were 
aſliſied by the whole Power of the Britains from the Time of Ju- 
lius Ceſar, to the Reign of HValentinian the third Emperor of that 
Name, which conſiſted of the Space of five hundred Years. The Ro- 
mans loſt the Command of Britain in the Year of our Redemption 
four hundred forty one; before which Time it was that the Con- 
teſt happen'd between Theodoſirs and Maximus, which obliged the 
latter to tranſport with him a conſiderable Number of Hritains, 
into that Part of France calld Armorica or: Little Bri- 
tain; the Natives of that Country he expell'd, and fixed the Britains 
in their Poſſeſſions, whoſe Poſterity are known in that Place to this 
Day. 

There are Authors in being of ſome Antiquity, who are very ſo- 
licitous to blemiſh the Character of the ancient Jriſb, particularly 
Strabo in his fourth Book aſſerts, that they were Cannibals, and 
lived upon human Fleſh. In anſwer to this opprobrious Charge it is 
to be oblerv'd, that Hrrabo had no Opportunities to inform himſelf 
of the Diſpoſition and Manners of the 1rifp, nor is there any Chro- 
nicle relating to that Nation, that gives the leaſt Encouragement to 
this Opinion, or any Inſtance of this Practice to be found in the an- 
cient Records, except of a Lady whoſe Name was Eithny Daugh- 
ter to a King of Leznſter, that was nursd in the Country of Dez- 
fies in the Province of Munſter, whoſe Foſterers fed her with the 
Fleſh of Children in Order to make her the ſooner ripe for matri- 


monial 
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monial Embraces. But the Reaſon of this it muſt be obſeri'd was . 
to accompliſh a Prediction which foretold that the Foſterers of this 
Lady ſhould be fixed in the Poſſeſſion of large Territotics by the 
Prince who was to be her Husband, who proved to be Mea 
mac Nadfaoich King of Munſter, as will be taken Notice of in the 
Body of the following Hiſtory. . 

But is this candid, to pronounce upon the Manners of a whole 
Nation from one Example? and if ſuch Barbarity were conſiſtent 
with the general Diſpoſition of the People, is it not ſtrange, that this 
Inſtance of Eithny ſhould ſtand by it ſelf upon Record, which it 
would have been impertinent to mention, it the Body of the old 
Iriſh concur d in this ſavage Practice. The Teſtimony of this Au— 
thor therefore is not to be regarded, who aſſerts, that the cating of 
human Fleſh was a Cuſtom in that Nation, which is impoſſible to 
be proved but from one ſingle Inſtance, and even this Action was com- 
mitted in the Times of Paganiſm and Idolatry, and upon a particu- 
lar Occaſion. The Authority of S7rabo is well known by the Learn- 

ed not to be ſacred, nor will this Aſperſion affect the Humanity of 
the ancient Iriſb among ſober and impartial Judges, 

Never was any Nation under Heaven fo traduced by Malice 
and Ignorance as the ancient [riſh; Among other Falſhoods 
and Abſurdities Solinus in his twenty firſt Chapter aſſerts, that 
there are no Bees in the Iſland, that the Male Children re- 
ceive the firſt Food they cat from the Point of a Sword, and 
ſcandalouſly relates that the 1r;fþ waſh their Faces with the Blood 
of their Enemies whom they flew in Battel; and theſe Facts are 
poſitively laid down without Evidence or Quotation, and with no 
other Deſign than to ſtigmatiſe a Nation he hated, to all Poſterity. 

Pomponius a Writer of the fame Authority ſpeaking in his third 
b- Book of the ancient 1r;ſþ, gives them the Character of a Peo— 
1 ple Onmium Virtutum gnari, ignorant of all Virtues; Other Writers 
might be produced who fixed the fame falſe Imputation upon the 
Iriſh, without the leaſt Certainty ; which made the Judicious Cam- 
den, when he ſpoke of the Manners of the Triſh, expreſs himſelf thus, 
with great Truth and Integrity : Horum commemoramus, dignos fide 
Teſtes non habemus. We only mention the Names of theſe Writers, for 
we have no Witneſſes to depend upon worthy of Credit or B. tief. 
The ſame Camden refutes expreſſly one of the Falſhoods of Solinus, who 
aſſerted that there were no Bees in Ireland, where he ſays, Apum eſt 
tanta Multitudo ut non ſolum alvearibus ſed etiam in Ar- 
borum & terræ Cavernis reperiantur; ſo great is the Millitude of 
Bees in that Country that they are to be found not only in Hives 
but in the hollow Places of Trees and of the Earth. The Engliſh 
Writers particularly have never fail'd to exert their Malice againſt 
the Iriſh, and repreſcnt them as a baſe and ſervile People. I ſhall here 
mention ſome remarkable Inſtances of their Falſhoods, as they have 
tranſcrib'd them from that ignorant and malicious Writer Gzraldus 
Cambrenſis, the great Patron of theſe mercenary and ſordid Hiſtori- 
ans. This poſitive Writer aſſerts with an Air of Certainty, that the 
Kingdom of Ireland paid Tribute and Chicfry to King Arthur, 
who obliged them to this Acknowledgment of Subjection in the City 
of Leon, in the Year of our Lord five hundred and nineteen, as Cam- 
pion obſerves in the ſecond Chapter of the ſecond Book of his Chro- 
nicle, where he ſays, that one Giallamara was King of Ireland at 
that Time; yet notwithſtanding” the Author of the Policronicon and 
other Engliſʒi Writers of a later Date make mention of Giollamara 
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mt inveterate of our Enemies to find in the Antiquaries of Ireland 
that there ever was a King of that Name, unleſs they are deceived 
by the Analogy of the Sound, and intend Mortough More Mac Arca, 
who was Monarch of the Iſland in King Arthur's Time, and ſent 
ſix of his Brothers into Scotland, one of whom Feargus More Mac 
Arca, became afterwards King, and raiſed himſelf to the Sovereignty of 
that Country. It is certain that King Arthur himſelf fell by the Sword 
of the Scots and Picts, and of equal Credit it is that the Feargus 
abovemention'd was the firſt King of the Scots; though Heffor Boe- 
tins a fabulous Writer labours to evince the contrary, and to prove 
that twenty nine Kings ſat upon the Throne of that Kingdom be- 
fore Feargus wore the Crown. He relates likewiſe with the ſame 
Certainty, that Feargus the Son of Fearaghar, King of Ireland, was 
the firſt King of the Scorzſp Race, which is an Aſſertion without 
Support; for never was there a Monarch of [rel/and of the Name 
of Fearaghar, and therefore Feargus Mac Fearaghar was not King 
of Scotland, as Hector Boetius confidently lays down. It is certain 
that Mortough More King of Ireland was pleaſed that his Brother 
Feargus Mac Arca ſhould wear the Crown of Scotland, but upon 
Condition to pay Homage to Mortough, who in the Annals of Tre- 
land is call'd Rex Scotorum King, of the Scots, to intimate that he 
poſſeſs d the Sovereignty over the two Kingdoms of Scotland and 
Ireland, and therefore was a Prinee of a ſuperior Note than to fub- 
mit or confeſs himſelf a Tributary to King Arthur. 

Speed in his Chronicle with greater Juſtice obſerves that the King 
of Ireland ow'd no Manner of Chiefry or Tribute to King Ar- 
thur, but that both Princes engaged in a League Offenſive and De- 
fenſive againſt all their Enemies. This he calls Zus Belli ſoctalis, 
the Right of a ſocial War, in the fame Manner as the Treaty is 
concluded between the King of Hain and the Emperor; not that it was 
intended as if the Emperor was to pay a Tribute to the King of 
Spain, or the King of Spam was under any Acknowledgments of 
Cheifry to him, but they were bound mutually to ſupport one ano- 
ther againſt all Attempts. The ſame Friendſhip and Stipulation was 
cſtabliſh'd between King Arthur and Mortough, they were equally 
obliged to defend each other, but under no Teſtimonies of Submiſſi- 
on either Side. And the Truth of this Equality between the two 
Kings is abundantly confirm'd by the Teſtimony of Nubigenſis, who 
in the twenty ſixth Chapter of the ſecond Book of his Hiſtory has 
this Expreſſion concerning the Kingdom of Ireland; Hibernia nun- 
quam ſibjacuit externe Ditioni, Ireland never lay under a foreign 
Power ; and Cambrenſis himſelf agrees with this Opinion in his forty 
ſixth Chapter, where he thus ſpeaks to the ſame Purpoſe ; Hibernia ab 
initio ab omni alienarum Gentium mceurſu libera t; Ireland 
from the beginning remain d free from the Incurſum of foreign Nati- 
ons; from whence it is evident that neither King Arthur nor any 
other Power received Tribute or any ſervile Acknowledgment 
from the Kingdom of Ireland, untill they ſubmitted to King 
Henry the Second: Nor is it to be ſuppoſed that the Britains 
could lay Claim to any Authority over that Ifland , ſince the 
hardy Romans could never make her tributary, ſo far from 
that, that inſtead of loſing her Liberty, ſhe not only preſerv'd her 
own Freedom, but was a Safeguard and Protection to other Nations, 
and was a Scourge to the Romans and other Oppreſlors, - wherever 
ſhe diſplay'd her Banners. 

I The 
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The learned Camden gives this Teſtimony in his Britauma, GH 
ſuum Romani Imperium wry ve propagaſſent, multi proculdubio ex Hi- 
ſpania, Gallia & Britannia He ſe receperunt, ut iniquiſſimo Romano- 
rum jugo colla ſubducerent : When the Romans had extended their 
Empire on all Sides, many no doubt out of Spain, France and Bri— 
tain removed into Ireland, in Order to avoid the moſt unjuſt Toke of 
the Romans. From this Evidence it is to be collected, not only 
that the Romans never extended their Conqueſts into Treland, but 
85 that the miſerable People of the neighbouring Countries found a Re- 
= fuge from the Oppreſlions of the Romans among the invincible 1rifh, 
3 who were never ſubdued ; whoeyer ſo much envies the Glory of the 
ancient Iriſh as to aſſert that they were under the Power of the 
Romans, let him have recourſe to the ſame judicious Writer, who 
ſays, Ego Animum vix inducere poſſum ut hanc Regionem in Ro- 
manorum Poteſtatem ullo Tempore conceſſiſſe credam ; It will be the 
utmoſt Difficulty to make me believe that the Country of Ireland was 
at any Time under the Dominion 80 the Romans. 

Cambrenſis (an inexhauſtible Fund of Falſhood ) injuriouſly 
relates, in his ninth Chapter, that the Iris Men ſucceeded in 
their Brother's Bed, and married the Women who had been be- 
fore marricd to their Brothers, and that T'ythes were never paid to 
the Clergy in Jreland till the Arrival of Cardinal 7ohn Papirion 
from Rome, which will appear to be a Forgery and an Impoſition 
= upon Mankind, not only in the Body of this Hiſtory, but in this 
6 preliminary Vindication now before us. The ſame Author ſpeaking 
BM in his ſeventh Chapter of the natural Curioſities of Ireland, writes, 

that there is a Fountain in the Province of Munſter which inſtant- 

ly makes the Hair of the Head grey when it is dipp'd into it; and 
that there is another Fountain in Uſer of a quite contrary Quality, 
that upon wetting it reſtores the Hair to its genuine Colour; tho 
upon a Survey there are now no Footſteps, not even in the Traditi- 
ons of the People, remaining of ſuch Wells, nor were they in the 

Days of Cambrenſis, who impoſes upon the World with his fabu- 

lous Rarities, and amuſes his Readers at the Expence of his own 

Credit and Veracity. Equally worthy of Belief is what he relates 

in his twenty ſecond Chapter, that when the Gentlemen of Tre/and, who 

had been at Variance, were willing to become Friends, they uſed 

the Cuſtom of Kiſſing the Relicks of Saints in the Preſence of a 

Biſhop, as a ſolemn Teſtimony of their Reconciliation : Bur what 

follows is monſtrous and incredible, that they took a Draught of 

each other's Blood. This is boldly aſſerted with his uſual Effrontery, 
and without Proof or Foundation; for if this Practice had been re- 
ceived among the 1riſþ, how come the profeſſed Antiquaries and 

Hiſtorians of the Kingdom to be ſilent and take no Notice of it, who 

were bound to record ſuch a Cuſtom, if it had been uſed, under no 
> leſs Penalty, than upon Omiſlion of being degraded and deprived 

of their Patrimonies ? So that this Romantick Writer is to be ſtript 
of the Character of a true Hiſtorian, and to be placed among the 
vain Authors of Fables. In-his tenth Chapter he entertains us with 

a notorious Falſhood, and gives a Character of the Iriſb, that they 

are a penurious and poor ſpirited People; his Expreſſion is, E/# autem 

Gens hac Gens inhoſpita ; The Iriſh are an inhoſpitable People. But 

Stainhurſt gives a quite contrary Teftimony, and ſufficiently confutes 

this Scandal; his Words are, Sunt ſane Homines hoſpitaliſſimi, neque illis 

ulla in re magis gratificari potes quam vel ſponte ac voluntate eorum Do- 
mus frequentare ; The Iriſh are the ag hoſpitable Men, nor can Fox 
| ug. 
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b oblige them more than by viſiting them frequently at their own Houſes 


Iriſb, whom at all Hazards he reſolves to traduce. 


, your 0 Acco'd and without Invitation. 


This Cambrenſis has perverted a Fact of great Conſequence in the 
Iriſh Hiſtory, where he aflerts poſitively, that it was the Queen of 
Meath who ran away from her Husband with Driarmnid Nangall 


King of Leinſter; but the univerſal Teſtimony of the [r:/5 Antiqua- 


rics is againſt him upon this Subject, who agree unanimouſly, that that 
laſcivious Lady was the Wife of Teirnan O Rmnorke, King of Bre 
ifny, that her Name was Dearvhurgil, and ſhe was Daughter to Mor- 
rozh Mac Floin King of Meath. He writes that the Rivers Sus, 
Feair and Bearow flow out of the Mountain of $/:a4bh Bladhma, 
which is a manifeſt Falſhood eaſie to be diſproved ; for it is evident 
that the Bearow riſes out of the Eaſt Point of Shabh Bladhma, and 
that Tivire and Feoir proceed out of the Eaſt Point of Mount Aildinn, 
otherwiſe call'd S{rabbh Bearnain in the Territory of Currnin. He 
abuſes the World in the twenty fifth Chapter of his Hiſtory, by ſay- 
ing that the Ceremony of Inauguration in making Kings of the Fa- 
mily of O Dorni!l! was perform'd in this Manner; All the Inhabi- 
tants of the Country were afſembled upon an high Hill, here they 
kill'd a white Mare, whoſe Fleſh they boiled in a great Cauldron in 
the middle of a Field, when it was ſufficiently boiled the King was 
to ſup up the Broth with his Mouth, and cat the Fleſh out of his 
Hands without the Aſſiſtance of a Knife or any other Inſtrument but 
with his Tecth only; then he divided the reſt of the Fleſh among 
the Aſſembly, and afterwards bathed himſelf in the Broth. This is 
a Fiction not to be parallel'd, compounded of Ignorance and Malice, 
and directly oppoſite to the Teſtimony of the Jriſß Antiquaries, 
who have deliverd to us an expreſs Deſcription of this Ceremony. 
Theſe Writers inform us that the Iris Kings of the Line of 0 
Donill fat upon the Summit of a Hill ſurrounded with the princi- 
pal Nobility and Gentry of their Country; One of the Chief of 
them advancing towards him, preſented him with a ftrait white 
Wand, and upon the Delivery of it he uſed this Form: Revive, O 
King, the Command of | thine own Country, and diſtribute Juſtice im. 
partially among thy Subjetfs. The Ceremony of the Rod was attend- 
ed with an excellent Moral, for it was ſtrait and white, to re- 
commend Uprightneſs in Judgment, and to intimate that a Prince 
ſhould rule with clean and unſpotted Hands, ſhould keep them white 
and never ſtain them with the Blood of his People. So that the 


Confidence of Cambrenſis is the more aſtoniſhing, who conceals ſo ra- 


tional and laudable a Cuſtom, and introduces in the Room of it a 
ſavage and abominable Practice, that has no Foundation in Truth or 


in Hiſtory, but is the Effect of inveterate Malice, which urges him 


on into Abſurdities and monſtrous Relations, which derive more 
Blemiſhes upon the Character of his Hiſtory than upon the ancient 

| It is certain that 
this royal Family has produced Perſons of the firſt Order for Reli- 
gion and Picty, and many of this illuſtrious Line have retired: from 
the World and ended their Days in Privacy and deyout Contem- 
plations, particularly St. Columbe, whoſe Memory among rhe Iriſb 
will be ever ſacred. Nor is it to be ſuppoſed that the Nobility of 


Ireland, who were a polite and civilized People, would permit the 


Kings of O Donill to make uſe of this abominable Cuſtom, had they 
been ſo diſpoſed; and it is unjuſt to charge this Family with ſuch a 
ſavage Inclination, ſince they were Princes of ſtrict Piety and exem- 
plary Virtue, and abhor'd a Ceremony ſo odious, which was inconſiſ- 
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tent with the Religion they profe(s'd, and ſavour'd ſo ſtrongly of Pa. WWW 


gan Superſtition. This therefore is another Falſhood of Cambrenſis, 
which ought to deſtroy his Credit for ever among Lovers of Truth, 
and brand him with an indelible Mark of Infamy to all Poſte- 
rity. 

There is one Spencer, a Writer of a Chronicle, who in the thirty 


third Page of his Hiſtory aſſerts with great Injuſtice, that Eigfrid 


King of the Protombi, and Edgar King of England, exerciſed a ci- 
vil Juriſdiction over the Kingdom of Ireland, but he brings no Evidence 
to ſupport this Opinion; and as it oppoſes the authentic Records of 
the Kingdom, it muſt be manifeſtly falſe : Beſides it is well known 
that the Englthh Authors themſelves arc forced to confeſs that the 
Saxons deſtroy'd all the publick Monuments and Chronicles of that 
Nation, and defaced or melted down all the Coins before their own 
Time, with a Deſign that there ſhould no certain Memorial rc- 
main of the Tranſactions of former Ages. And Daniel agrees that 
the principal Part of the Britiþ Antiquitics are loſt, as Gi/das com- 
plains in the fourth Part of his Hiſtory. 

I remember that Rzder a Latin Lexicographer (in treating of the 
Word Brigaine) is of Opinion that Britannia does not receive its 
Derivation from Brutus, becauſe it ſhould then with more Pro- 
pricty be call'd Bratia or Brutica; and this Etymology would ſcarce 
have eſcaped the Obſervation of Julius Ceſar, Cornelius Tacitus, 
Diodorus Siculus, the learned Bede, or other Writers, who have had 
occaſion frequently to relate the Tranſactions of Britain, and yet 
make no mention of this Derivation. Spencer therefore ſhould ra- 
ther have ſearch'd into the Name of his own Country, and attempt- 
ed to clear ſome dark and incredible Paſſages in the Engliſb Hiſto- 
ry, than to take upon him to write of the Affairs of Ireland, which 
it was impoſſible he could ever come to the Knowledge of. But 


what is moſt ſurpriſing in this audacious Writer, is, that he ſhould 


undertake to fix the Genealogies of many of the Gentry of Ireland, 


and pretend to derive them originally from an Eugliſß Extraction. 


He particularly takes Notice of ſeven Families of Note in that 
Kingdom, the Family of the Mac Mahons, Swynies, Shyhies, Mac- 
namara's, Cavanagh's, Tuathallagh's, and Byrns ; and fays that from 
Urſa, Fitz Urſula, or Bears (Sirnames that are in England) deſcend- 
ed the Mac Mahons of Ulſter, and that Beare and Mahon are of the 
ſame Signification; and conſequently, that the Mac Mahons aforeſaid 
are derived from that Houſe in England. 

My Anſwer to this Aſſertion is, that it is as reaſonable, by the Etymo- 
logy of the Word, that the Mac Mahons of Thumond, or the O Moho- 
nys of Cairbry ſhould deſcend from thence, as the Mac Mahons of Ul. 


ſter: And ſince it is certain that thoſe of Thumond or Cairbry did not 


deſcend from thence, it may be concluded that the Mac Mahons of 
Ulſter are not deſcended from the Houſe of Urſa, or Fitz Urſula in 
England, but are lincally derived from Colla da Chrioch Son of Eochaidh 
Dubhlein Son of Cairbre Liffeachair Monarch of Ireland, of the Royal 
Line of Heremon. 


The Swynies he would likewiſe perſuade his Readers are origi- 


nally of an r Deſcent, and are derived from a Houſe call d 


Swyn in that Kingdom; but this Aſſertion has no more Foundati- 
on than the former, for it may be queſtion'd whether there ever 
was ſuch a Family in England, and there is not an Antiquary in 
Ireland but knows and can demonſtrate that the Swypies are a ge- 
nuine Branch of the Race of Heremon. . 0 


- 
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Ine Family of the Shyhies this Writer pronounces of an Engl: 

Extraction, but this is a Falſhood ſo eaſily evincd, that it appears 

by their ſucceſſive Genealogies that they are lineal Deſcendents from 

Collavaiſh, and that Shighagh Mac Haghduin, Mac Allaſarnim Mac 

Donill, (from whom deſccnded the Mac Donills of Scotland and 

Ireland) was the great Anceſtor to whom the Mac Shybies owe their 
Original. 

With the ſame Freedom and Ignorance he deduces the Family of 

the Macnamaras from a Houſe in England call'd Mortumer, but 

there is no Manner of Analogy in the ſound to prove this Opinion, 


and it is certain that this Family are the genuine Offspring of a Per- 42 
ſon call'd Cumara, from whom they were diſtinguiſhd by the 4 
Title of Clan ( which ſignifies the Children of) Macnarmara. The 2 
proper Sirname of this Tribe is Si Aodha, that is the Iſſuc of Aodſa, * 
and they came originally from Caiſin Mac Caifs Mac Conilieagh- * 
lnath of the Poſterity of Ervir or Hiberiss. 3 
This confident Author attempts to. prove that the Sirnames of the 2 


Byrns, of the Tuathalaghs and the Cavanaghs, were firſt brought out 
of Britain into Ireland. But the Evidence is very inconcluſive, by 
which he ſupports this Conjecture, for he is deceived by the Simili- - 
tude of Sound, which made him believe that theſe Names were de- 
rived from Words in the Bri7zh Language; for inſtance, the Word 
Brin, he ſays, is the ſame as Woody in Engliſß; but ſuppoſing this 
to be true, yet the Family of the Byrns arc not derived from the 
Word Brin, but from a Perſon whole Name was Branmuit. The 4 
Word To//, he ſays, ſignifies Hilly, by which means the Tuathalaghs _—_ 
from thence muſt derive their Name, as he affirms. But notwithſtanding 
Toll and Hilly we allow to be the ſame, yet Toll and Tuathall are vaſtly 
different. Beſides it is well known that the ancient Family of the Ta- 
thallaghs are deſcended from a Perſon whoſe Name was Trathal/, and 0 
therefore this Suppoſition of Spencer is falſe and ill grounded. This * 
Writer is equally abſurd in his Conjecture relating to the Family of N 
the Cavanaghs. The Word Cavanagh, he ſays, ſignifies Strength or Strong, 
and from hence he declares that the Famliy of the Cavanaghs are | 3 
derived; but he ſhould have conſider'd likewiſe that the Word Cavan = 
ſignifies a Perſon of a Mild and good natur'd Diſpoſition, and the 
Iribe of the Cavanaghs deſcended lincally from Daniel Cavanaugh 
Mac Dermond ne Ngall, to whom this Name of Diſtinction was 
given becauſe he had his Education in a Place call'd Cillcaovan, in 
the lower Part of the Province of Leinſter ; which Tribe, accordi 
to their Sirname, are derived of the ſame Race with the Kinſalaghs. But 
that they are of an Engl; Extraction is ſo far from being true, that they 
are originally Iriſh, as expreſſly appears by their Genealogies, and are deriv- 
ed from Charles the Great King of Ireland. It is ſurpriſing to me how 
Spencer could advance ſuch Falſhoods, as carry with them their own Con- 1 
futation. He was a Writer that was unable to make himſelf acquainted 2 
with the 1ri/þ Affairs, as being a Stranger to the Language ; and beſides 1 
being of a poctical Genius, he allowed himſelf an unbounded Licenſe in 
his Compotitions. It was the Buſineſs of his Profeſſion to advance poctical 
Fictions, and clothe them with fine inſinuating Language in Order to 
| amuſc his Readers without improving them, and to recommend his 
| | Fables to the World when he delign'd to conceal, or found he could 
| not come at the Truth. 
| Stainhurſt is likewiſe juſtly to be cenſured for his Miſrepreſentati- 
| ons, in relating the Affairs of Ireland. He aſſerts, that the Coun 
of Meath was the Diviſion that juſtly fell to Hainge Mac Deala 
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Mac Loigh, but this is falſly advanc'd, becauſe an ancient Treatiſe WW 


call'd Leabhar Gabhala, or the Book of Conqueſts, obſerves, that the 
Country of Meath, in the Time of S/ainge, conſiſted but of one 
Territory that lies in the Neighbourhood of Viſneggh, and did not 
extend farther till the Time of Taathal Teachtmar. He lays likewile, 
that the River of J/azmge (that paſſes through the Middle of the Pro- 
vince of Leinſter and runs to Wexford) received its Name from 
Slainge, and therefore it appears to him that the Country of Meath 
was the Diviſion he obtained from his Brethren ; and for a Reaſon 
equally invalid, he declares that Dumha Slainge (otherwiſe call'd Dion 
Riogh, ſituated upon the Bank of Bearow between Caharlagh and Lagh- 
lin, upon the Weſt Side of that River) had that Name from the 
Slainge abovementioned, whoſe Manſion Houſe he aſſerts it was, and 
the Place where he died. But theſe Notions are the genuine Off. 
ſpring of his own Brain, for he was ignorant of the Antiquities of 
Ireland; he had no Opportunities of conſulting the ancient Records, 
and therefore he muſt be a Stranger ro the Concerns and the Tran. 
actions of that Kingdom. | 

For will any Man perſuade me that this Writer made a ſtrict Search 
and Inquiry into the Chronicles of that Nation, when he ſays, that 
Roſſmacruin lies in the Province of {Munſter ? and fo utterly unac- 
quainted was he with the Diviſion of the Kingdom, that he poſitively 
aſſerts that Meath was a Province, when Cambrenſis (whoſe Ignorance 
or Malice carried him into notorious Falſhoods) nevet gives it that 
Appellation, but agrees ſo far with the publick Chronicles, as to call 
it only a Diviſion of the Countty taken out of the other Provinces. 
This Hrainburſt with great Confidence divides the Kingdom of Jre- 
land into two Parts, the one inhabited by Engl/ih, the other 
poſſeſs d by Enghſp and Iriſh ; and with uncommon Effrontery aſ- 
ſerts, that the meaneſt Sing ailian in Ireland would eſteem it a Cor- 
ruption of his Blood to marry his Daughter into the beſt Families 
among the Iriſh. The Words he uſes in his Chronicle are, Culino- 
rum onnium ultimus qui in Anglia Provencia habitat, filiam ſuam 
nobiliſſimo Principi Hibernorum in Matrimonium non daret : The 
meaneft Cuillineach that lives in the Engliſh Province would not give 
his Daughter in Marriage to the moſt noble Prince among the Iriſh; 
but where is the Fidelity of this Author, when it is evident that 
many Noblemen of the firſt Quality, who are originally of Engliſh 
Extraction, have matried into 1r;f ? Noble Families without any Dimi- 
nution of their Honour, or Blemiſh totheir Poſterity. Among many In- 
ſtances that might be offer d, it will be ſufficient to mention the 
Earl of Kildare, who married into the Family of Mac Carty Reogh 
and O Neill, and by that Means is related to many Gentry in the 
Kingdom; The Earl of Ormond conttacted into the Family of O 
Bryen and Mac Gully Patrick; the Earl of Deſmond is allied to the 

ribe of Mac Carthy More, and the Earl of bt to the Family 
of O Ruorke ; not to ſpeak particularly of Viſcounts, Barons and Gen- 
tlemen of Eng/:fþ Deſcent, and as nobly extracted as any Cuillineach in 
Fingall, who have not diſdained ro marry among the Original Iriſb, 
and upon all Occaſions to cultivate an Alliance with them, 

Bur in Order the more effectually to invalidate the Teſtimony of 
Stainhurſt, that falſe Hiſtorian, ir muſt be obſery'd that he was the 
moſt improper to write a Chronicle of Jre/and, becauſe he was over- 
run with Prejudice, and ſet to work by Perſons who naturally ab. 
hord an Iriſþman, and urg'd him on to miſrepreſent them at all Ad- 


ventures as a worthleſs and ignominious People. This Author was 
: ; | C | < Ren 
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WYWV a Renegado from his own Country, as well as from Integrity an d 


Truth, and with the firſt Air which he drew in England (where 
he received his Education) he conceived an inflexible Averſion to the Iriſh, 
which he diſcover'd upon his Return, when he undertook, without 
any Abilities or proper Materials, to write the Hiſtory of Ireland. 
This doughty Performance he was big with for ſome Years, and by 
the help of Spleen and Ill-nature, was at laſt deliver'd of to the great 
Joy of his Eng/ifþ Patrons, who bought him off from his Honeſty 
with large Bribes, and are much more induſtrious to ſtigmatiſe the 
Triſh, than to deliver the Memorials of their own Nation uncorrupt 
to Poſterity. As one notorious Inſtance of the Hatred this Author 
bore to the People of Ireland, he remarks that the Cui//meach's of Fin- 


gall were highly to blame for not expelling the 1r;fþ Language out 


of that Part of the Country, when they drove out the Inhabitants, 
and forc'd them to look out for new Settlements; and the more to 
expreſs his Virulency he obſerves, that notwithſtanding the great En- 
comiums beſtowed upon the 1r:/þ Language, whoever makes himſelf 
acquainted with it, will ſoon diſcover the Rudeneſs and Incivility of 
thoſe who ſpeak it. What can be the Deſign of theſe Reflections but 


to intimate that the Enghſp, when they got the Sovercignty of the 


Kingdom into their Hands, ought to have extirpated the [r;fþ Race, 
and like Pagan Conquerors have rooted out the very Name and 
Language from off the Earth? Whatever People carry their Arms 
into another Country and ſubdue it, if they are Chriſtians, are con- 
rented with the Submiſſion of the Inhabitants, and with tranſplant- 
ing Colonies of their own Country to ſettle among the Natives: 
But the Pradice of the Pagans was, after they had reduced a Coun- 
try to Obedience, to extirpate the native Poſſeſſors, and compel them 
to look out for new Abodes in foreign Countries. Thus, according to 
the Barbarity of this Author, ought the Engliſb to have carried on 
their Conqueſts, to have ſhaken Hands with the Principles of Hu- 
manity and Religion, and put all the Jrif to the Sword. A Con- 
queror who has any Sentiments of Chriſtianity about him, never ſup- 
preſſes the Language of the Country he overcomes, and in this Man- 
ner the Engliſh were treated by William 'of Normandy, when he 
made a Conqueſt of that Kingdom ; he permitted the People to re- 
tain their Language, by which means it is continued by the Inha- 
bitants with ſome Alterations to this Day. But Hengiſt the Saxon, 
when by the Succeſs of his Arms he became formidable in England, 
compell'd the Inhabitants to forſake the Country and tranſplanted 
People of his own in their Room; by which Means the native 
Language was extirpated, and the new Colonies introduced another 
of their own. This Pagan Conqueror acted conſiſtent with the 
cruel Sentiments of Stamhurſt, who laments that the Iriſh Language 
was not baniſh'd the Ifland, which could not have been done unleſs 
the Inhabitants who uſed it had been expell'd, which had been an 
Act ſo barbarous and wicked, that no Politician but Stamnhurſt wauld 
have ſuggeſted it, and no Conqueror unleſs a Pagan would have pur 
it in Execution. Such therefore we perceive was the irreconcileable 
Hatred of this Writer to the Nation of the 1r;/h, that the Princi- 
ples of Humanity and Religion, and Law of Nature and Nations, arc 
to be violated, to deſtroy the native Iriſb, and in the general Maſ- 
ſacre the People and the Language are to be rooted our. 

This Writer among other Reflections condemns the Judges for 
their Methods of adminiſtring Juſtice, and cenſures the Phyſicians of 
Ireland as unskilful and of the meaneſt Capacity in their Profeſſion. 
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Theſe Aſperſions are unpardonable in one, who had not the leaſt . 
Knowledge of the Iriſß Language, and by Conſequence muſt be a 
Stranger to the Method they uſcd in their judicial Proceedings; he 
muſt be ignorant of the Laws and Cuſtoms of the Country, nor 
is he able to form a Judgment of the Abilities of one Profeſſion of 
Men in it. This was the Caſe of Stainhurſt, who neither was able 
to read or underſtand the Iriſo Tongue, and might with great Juſtice 
be comparcd to a blind Man, who finds fault with the Colour of a 
Piece of Cloth, when it is impoſſible he ſhould have any Idea of 
Colours, or know the Difference between Black and Blue. The 
: ſame improper Judge is this Writer to pronounce Sentence upon the 
K Arts and Sciences, the Laws and Cuſtoms of the Iriſb, when he underſtood 
4 not a Word in the Language, could not read their Books, nor converſe 
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with the learned Profeſſors in their own Tongue. 


2 
6 Þ Equally to be exploded. is the Teſtimony of this Writer, when he 
oY paſſes a Cenſure upon the Muſicians of Ireland, and contemns them 
«A as ignorant of that divine Art, and Strangers to that Harmony which 
8 belongs to it. With what Face could $7aznhurſt aſſert this Falſhood, 
9 who had no Notion of Muſick, of Harmony, or Diſtinction of Sounds, | 
© and had no Capacity to judge of the Notes and Excellency of that : 
3 | Art. But Malice and Prejudice have betray'd him into Ignorance to- 
- = all impartial Judges; for it is well known to all who have convers'd 

= in the leaſt with the ancient Chronicles of Ireland, that no People in 
by the World had a better Taſte of Muſick, and took more Delight, or 


employ'd more of their Time in the Pleaſures of it. Their Laws, 
their Syſtems of Phyſick, and other Sciences, were poctical Compoſi- 
tions, and ſet to Muſick, which was always eſteemed the moſt polite 
Part of Learning among them : This Author therefore is raſh and 
ignorant in his Cenſures, when he traduces the Iriſß as a rude and 
unharmonious Nation, when their Genius peculiarly inclined them to 
Muſick, in which they became excellent Proficients, and improved the 
Art to a wonderful Advantage. I admire that he had not upon this 
Occaſion conſulted Giraldus Cambrenſis, who gives a different Charac- 
ter of the Iriſh, and particularly applauds them for their Accompliſh- 
ments in Muſick. In the nineteenth Chapter of his Hiſtory he has this 
Expreſſion : In muſicis ſolum Inſtrumentis commendabilom invenio Gen- 
tis iſtius Diligentiam, in quibus pre omni Natione quam vidimus in- 
comparabiliter eſt inſtructa; I ſind the commendable Diligence of that 
Nation to be particularly employ d in muſical Inſtruments, with which 
they are incomparably furniſh'd, above any other Nation that I have ſeen. 
Bur Stammhurſt overlooks whatever tends to raiſe the Character of the 
= Iriſh, and throws Scandal and Invective in an abundant manner; and 
= | even in his Spleen exceeds the Falſhoods of Cambrenſis himſelf, who 
48 had more Modeſty than to oppoſe Truth ſo notorioully evident, as that 
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3 the Iriſb are naturally Lovers of Muſick, and have a polite Taſte of 
1 that Art. The ſame Author beſtows a great Encomium upon the riß 
9 Muſick in the ſame Chapter: Tam ſuavi Velocitate, tam diſpari Pari. 
tate, tam diſcordi Concordia, conſona redditur & completur Melodia : 
The Melody is completed and render d agreeable by ſo ſweet a Swiftneſs, 
by ſo unequal a Parity of Sound, by fo diſagreeing a Concord. From 
theſe Citations, taken from a Writer who renounc'd all Partiality in 
Favour of the IJriſb, it appears that what Srainhurſt advances concern- 
ing the Iriſb Muſick, is the Effect of his Malice, and of the ſame Cer- 
tainty with the Character which he gives of the Muſicians of Ireland, 
whom he calls a Set of ind Harpers; whereas if he had inquired at 
the time when he wrote his romantick Hiſtory, he would have found, 
1 1 98 that 
3 
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ut for one Muſician that was blind, there were twentywho had their 


perfect Sight, and could ſce clearly into the Malice of his rotten Heart, 
when he undertook to vilify and traduce the Iriſb, and repreſent them in 
the blackeſt Colours to Poſtecity. 

It ought to be obſery'd in this Place, that Stainhurſt was for three 
unanſwerable Reaſons utterly unqualified to write a Chronicle, and 
therefore he had no Right to the Title of an Hiſtorian, nor ought 
by Men of Learning to be eſteem'd as ſuch. In the firſt Place he 
was ſo young when he undertook this Work, that his Years would 
not allow him to read and examine the ancient Chronicles of the 
Kingdom, or to arrive at the leaſt Knowledge of the Genealogies or 
the People whoſe Hiſtory he propoſed to write. Secondly, if his 
Years would have permitted him to peruſe the publick Records of the 
Kingdom, he had not the leaſt Acquaintance with the 1ri/þ Language, 
in which all the memorable Tranſactions, and the Pedigrees of the 
Inhabitants were originally written, And thirdly, he had renounc'd 
that Impartiality which is effectually neceſſary to an Hiſtorian ; for be- 
ing a Perſon of an ambitious Nature, and ſolicitous of Applauſe, 
thoſe who urg'd him on to engage in this Deſign courted him with 
large Gifts and Promiſes of Advancement, upon Condition he would 


* blacken the 1ri/þ Nation; ſo that his Integrity was corrupted by Bribes, 


and therefore he was diſabled, unleſs he would betray his Truſt and 
diſappoint his Patrons, to write the Truth, and be juſt in his Repre- 
ſentations; it is certain that Starburſt was faithful to thoſe who im- 
ploy'd him, and the Hiſtory which he drew up fully anſwer'd their Ex- 
pectations; but he lived to repent of the Injuſtice he had been guil- 
ty of, and when afterwards he enter'd into holy Orders, he promiſd 
by a formal Recantation publickly to revoke all the Falſhoods he 
had recorded in that Work ; and for that Purpoſe (as I am credibly 
inform'd) a Writing was drawn up in Order to be printed in Ireland 
and laid before the whole World; but, if it was ever publiſh'd, I 
could never find a Copy of it, and therefore am apt ro believe that 


it was by ſome Means or other utterly ſuppreſs'd. If this Recanta- 


tion had ſecn the Light, among infinite Miſtakes that would have 
been corrected, his Hiſtory I am perſuaded would have been purged 
of this ignorant Blunder, where he ſays that the 1r;f, when they 
are fighting, cry out Pharo, Pharo, Pharo, which Word, with great 
Stupidity, he imagines is derived from Pharaoh King of Egypt; 
whereas the Word is the ſame with Faire, Faire, which in the Eu- 
gliſh ſignifics watch, watch, and imports as much as is intended b 


the French, who cry out Garda, Garda, when they apprehend their 


Fricnd, whom they value, is in imminent Danger. h 

Doctor Hanmer likewiſe, in his Chronicle, has been guilty of great 
Nliſtakes; He aſſerts that one Bartholmus was the Commander of the 
Aileſians when they firſt came into Ireland; Partholanus is the Name 
he means in this Place, and it is evident by the Iriſß Chronicles, that 
there was more than the Diſtance of ſeven hundred Years between 
the coming. of Partholanus and the landing of the Milefians in Ire- 
land. Partholanus diſcoverd the Coaſts three hundred Years after 
Noahs Flood, and it was a thouſand and cighty Years after the Flood 
when the Sons of Mileſius ſer Foot upon the Iriſþ Shore: And as 
the great Camden juſtly obſerves, more Regard is to be paid to the 
old Records of the Kingdom, than to the Teſtimony of Hanmer, 
whoſe Authority is far from being infallible. Detur ſud Antiquitate 
Venia, was the ſaying of that learned Antiquary, whoſe Opinion it 
was that the Antiquities of Ireland are much more valuable, and of 


1 | more. 
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more Authority than thoſe of any other Nation in the World.. 
When he ſpeaks of Ireland in his Britannia he has this Expreſſion ; 
Non immerito hac Inſula Ogygia perantiqua a Plutarcho dicta fuit; 
This Iſland was not without Reaſon call'd the ancient Ogygia by Plutarch; 
and the Reaſon he gives is, 4 profundiſſima enim Antiquitatis Me- 
moria Hiſtortas ſuas auſpicantur, adeo ut pro illis omnis omnium Gen- 
tium Antiquitas ſit Novitas; for they begin their Hiſtories. from 
the moſt profound Memory of Antiquity, ſo that the Antiquity of 
all other Nations, in reſpect of them, is mere Novelty. From whence 
it may be concluded reaſonably, that the publick Chronicles of JTre- 
land are of unconteſted Authority, and ſuthcient to overthrow the 
Teſtimony of Hanmer, or any modern Writer whatſocyer. 
There are ſome Writers, who aſlert expreſſly that Froto the King 
of Denmark was King of. Ireland at the Time when Chriſt was 
born; and among the reſt Haumer gives into this Opinion; but this 
Aſſertion has no Foundation, for the ancient Records of the King- 
dom obſerve that Criomthan Niadhnar was the Monarch of the Iſland 
at the Birth of Chri/t; and Hanmer, who was an Engliſhman, and 
never ſaw nor underſtood the Chronicles of Ireland, could never know 
what particular Prince had the Sovereignty of the Ifland at that Time; 
and no Wonder, when it was out of his Power to diſcover, who was 
the King of Britain at ſo great a Diſtance of Time as the Birth of 
Chriſt ; Daniel, Gildas, Rider, and many other Authors, who have 
attempted to write the Hiſtory. of Britain, confeſs that they can come 
at no Certainty concerning the Tranſactions of that Kingdom before 
the Arrival of the Saxons and Normans ; which gave Occaſion to the 
learned Camden to obſerve, that he could not abſolutely determine ſo 
much as from whence the Country of Britain received its Name, 
and therefore is contented to give us his Conjecture among other Wri- 
ters: from hence I infer, that if Hanmer and other Enghſþ Hiſtorians 
found it impoſſible to diſcover, who reigned in the Kingdom of Br;- 
tain at the Diſtance of ſo many Ages as the Birth of Chrz/?, it is Pre- 
ſumption and Ignorance in him to aſſume a Right of aſlerting poſitively 
that Froto the King of Denmark was the Monarch of Ireland when 
our Saviour firſt appear d in the World: It was impoſſible for him to 
arrive at any Knowledge of the Ir; Affairs, and therefore what 
he ſays is no more than Conjecture, and his Authority of no Ac- 
count. | | 
Nor is this Writer to be leſs cenſured, for declaring, that Sr. Pa. 
trick had no Right to be call'd the 1riſþ Apoſtle ; that he was not 
the firſt who planted the Chriſtian Faith in the Kingdom of Treland, 
neither was he the firſt who diſcoyer'd St. Patrick's Cave in the Iſland 
of Purgatory. Theſe Actions he ignorantly aſcribes to another Pa- 
trick, an Abbot, who lived in the Year of Chriſt eight hundred 
and fifty. But there is no Foundation in Truth for this Aſſertion; 
and to prove this, the Words of St. Cæſarius, who lived ſix hundred Years 
after the Birth of CHriſt, and a hundred and fifty before Patrick the Ab- 
bot was born, are of great Conſequence : This Author; in the thirty 
eighth Chapter of his Book, entitled, Liber Dialagorum, has this Ex- 
preſſion: Qui de Purgatorio dubitat, Scotiam pergat, & amplius de 
panis Purgatorii non dubitabit ; Whoever doubts of Purgatory, let 
him go to Scotland, and he will no longer queſtion the Pains of Pur. 
gatory. From hence it appears evidently, that St. Patrick's Cave, in 
the Iſland of Purgatory, could not be originally diſcover'd by the Abbor 
abovemention d, but by St. Patrick, who is juſtly call'd the Apoſtle of the 
Iriſh; for to ſay otherwiſe would be to confeſs that Patrick the Ab- 
| d bot 
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bot found this Cave two hundted and fifty Vears before he was born; 
ſince it is evident, that Cæſarius ſpeaks expreſſly of Patrick's Purga- 
tory two hundred and fifty Years before that Abbot lived, and con- 
ſequently that Cave received its Name from St. Patrick the Apoſtle 
of the Iriſh. Beſides the ancient Records and Traditions of the King- 
dom agree unanimouſly, that St. Patrick originally found out the Cave 
in the Iſland of Purgatory, which is Authority of Weight ſuffici- 
ent to over-rule the Opinion of Hanmer, who from his Averſion to 


the Triſh adyanc'd this Falſhood, and that the 1rzfo might have the leaſt 


Title to Favour in that Cave. 


Another Obſervation of equal Credit is made by this Author in his 
twenty fourth Page, where he declares, that Fionn Mac Cumbaill was 
originally of Britiſh Extraction: In this Aſſertion he is oppoſed by 
the ancient Records of Ireland, which pronounce him of 1r:fþ De- 
ſcent; that he came from Nyuadha Neacht King of Leinſter, who 
ſprung from the royal Line of Heremon, Son of Mileſius King of 
Hain. With the ſame Falſhood he aſſerts that the 1rz5 Authors makejMen- 
tion of one Giolla Marra that was King of Ireland, who, he ſays, was Son to 
the King of Thumond. I ſhall content my (elf with what has been already 
ſaid with regard to this Fiction, and take no further Notice of it, ſince it 
carries its own Confutation. The Account he gives in his Chronicles 
of the Battel of Fionn Trag ha, I ſuppoſe was deſign'd to ridicule the 
Authority of the Ir: Records, and to perſuade the World that their 
Teſtimony ought to be eſteem d of no Weight, ſince it is evident to 
the meaneſt Capacity, that the Battel of Fionn Tragha, tho it be re- 
lated in ſome of the Chronicles of Ireland, yet is no more than a poe- 
tical Fiction, deſign'd to entertain and divert the Reader, and not re- 
lated as a Matter of Fact; which Anſwer is ſufficient to deſtroy the 
Credit of what he writes of ſome other Tranſactions which he has 
recorded, particularly what he ſpeaks of Fianna Eirionn, &c. 

Among other notorious Falſhoods of this Author, he aſſerts that 
S$lainge the Son of Dela, the Son of Loich, was King of Ireland 
thirty Years; but this is contradicted by our authentick Chronicles, 
which determine, that one Year was the whole Extent of his Reign. 
Nor is he to be believed, when he declares that the Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury exerciſed a Juriſdition over the Clergy of Ireland from the 
Time of Auguſtine the Monk, ſince the Chronicles of Ireland obſerve 
expreſſly, that the Archbiſhop of Canterbury never claim'd any Au- 
thority over the 1r;fþ Clergy till the Reign of William the Conque- 
ror; and even then he did not pretend to a Power that extended far- 
ther than the Clergy of Dublin, Wexford, Waterford, and Cork, who 


_ deſcended originally from the Danes, and were called Normans, from 


their Affection to the People of Normandy, and put themſelves un- 
der the Juriſdiction of the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, out of an in- 
flexible Averſion to the Triſh, and to introduce a foreign Power among 
them. Beſides, there is good Authority to believe that that Part of the 
Clergy acknowledg d no Subjection to the Sce of Canterbury, but 
during the Government of three Archbiſhops, Rodolph, Lanfranc, 
and Anſelm : So that what Hanmer advances in this Place, 
that the Iriſh Clergy were under the Archiepiſcopal See of Canterbury, 
from the Time of Auguſtine the Monk, is a Falſhood as igno- 
rant as malicious, and deſerves no Credit. 

Nor is he to be believd, when he writes that Morough the Son of 
Coghlan, was King of Ireland in the Year of our Redemption one 
thouſand and ſixty ; for it is evident beyond Denial, that Roderick O 
Connor was the Monarch of the Iſland at that Time, which was four 


| Years 
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Years before the Engliſb landed upon the Coaſts. He aſſerts likewiſe, LS Yu 


that Comhgha/}, the Abbot of Beannchuir was born in Great Britain, 
which is intirely a Fiction of his own; for it appears in the Account 
of his Life, that he was born at a Place in the Province of Uſer call'd 
Dail na Ruighe, and that he deſcended from the Family of the Daz! 
na Nuig hes in that Country; but this Writer had a Deſign in making 
this Abbot of Brit; Extraction, which muſt be detected; for it mult 
be obſerv'd that the pious Combghal/ was the Founder of the Abby of 
Beannchuir in the Province of Ulſter, which was the Mother of all the 
Monaſteries in Europe. The ſame religious Perſon raiſed a Monaſtery 


in Wales near Weſt Cheſter calld Bangor, fo that if this doughty 
| Hiſtorian could perſuade the World that Combgha// was of a Britiſh 


Deſcent, whatever Foundations he laid, and Structures he erected, 
would contribute to the Glory of the Eugliſb Nation, and the 1riſh 
would be rob'd of the Honour of them. The ſame inveterate Enemy 
of the Jriſh aſſerts farther, that Farſa Faolan, and Ultan, were illegi- 
timate Children of the King of Leinſter; but this is a malicious Per- 
verſion of Fact, for the Chronicles of Ireland ſpeak expreſſly, that 
they were the Sons of Aodh Beanain King of Munſter. Were I to 
enumerate all the Errors ariſing cither from Malice or Ignorance which 
Hanmer has committed in his Chronicle, I ſhould inlarge this Preface 
to an improper Length, and weary the Paticnce of the Reader, who 
by theſe Inſtances may judge of the Capacity of this Author, and his 
Qualifications for an Hiſtorian, and therefore I ſhall ceaſe to perſue him 
any farther. 

John Barclay, ſpeaking of the Country of Ireland, has theſe Words; 
Fragiles Domos ad altitudinem hominis excitant ſibi & Pecoribus com- 


munes, they build ſlight Houſes of the Height of a Man, which are in 


common for themſelves and their Cattle. But this Writer imitates the 
ſordid Diſpoſition of the Beetle, who ſtoops to Excrements for his 
Diet, and neglects the fragrant Flowers, and a more delicate Nouriſh- 
ment. In like Manner Barclay deſcribes the mean and contemptible 
Abodes of the loweſt of People, and paſſes over in Silence the ſtately 
Palaces and magnificent Structures erected from Time to Time by the 
Nobility and Gentry of Ireland, equal to, if not ſurpaſſing, in Gran- 
deur and Expence, the moſt coſtly and ſplendid Fabricks of the neigh- 
bouring Nations. This Partiality is ſufficient to overthrow the Teſti— 
mony of this Author among learned Judges, and to invalidate his Evi- 
dence, when he attempts to derive a Scandal and Reproach upon the 
State and Magnificence of the ancient 1r//þ. 

Moriſon has given himſelf wonderful Diverſion, and fancics he delight- 
fully cntertains his Reader, by writing in a ludicrous Mapner of the 
Cuſtoms and Manners of the Ir; ; but notwithſtanding his Fluency 
of Style in the Engliſb Language, his Pen contradicted his Knowledge, 
and he was ſenſible, that under a humorous Way of Expreſſion he 
diſguiſed the Truth, and impoſed Fables in the Room of it. Such 
a Writer is not worthy of the Name of an Hiſtorian, who attempts 
to give an Account of the Inhabitants of any Country, and yet con- 
ceals whatever is praiſe-worthy and honourable relating to them, and 
with the moſt abuſive Partiality records only what gives them a mean 
and deſpicable Character, and tends to reproach and leſſen them in the 
Eyes of Poſterity. This Author had conceived the utmoſt Prejudice 
and a moſt cordial Deteſtation of the Iriſh, and was urg d on to write 
by profeſs'd Enemies to the Glory of that Nation; and therefore it is 
not to be wonder'd that he deſcribes them as a baſe and contemptible 
People. It were an caſie Matter, were it conſiſtent with the Rules of 
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nue Hiſtory, to rake among the Dregs of any Nation, and enlarge up- 
on the Rudeneſs and Incivilities of their Manners ; but this is not the 
Buſineſs of an Hiſtorian, who ſinks beneath his proper CharaQterw hen 
he ſtoops to ſuch low Arts, and proſtitutes his Pen upon ſo inſignifi- 
cant a Subject. Take a Survey of. the obſtinate and unruly Temper 
of the common People in Scotland, the ungovernable Diſpoſition of the 
Engliſh Populace, the proud and inſolent Peaſants in France, and the 
lordly Mechanicks in Flanders, the Vanity and Pride of a poor Spantard, 
and Booriſhneſs of the Germans; go into Italy, and inquire into the 
moſt learned and polite Parts of Europe, and it would ſwell Volumes 
to deſcribe the rude Manners and Cuſtoms of the meaner Sort, tho' it 
is below the Dignity of an Hiſtorian to take Notice of them, ſince it diſ- 
covers the Malice and Partiality of the Writer, and tends rather to corrupt 
than to improve Mankind. Whoever attempts to treat in general of the 
Manners of a Country, and deſcribes only the Diſpoſition of the unci- 
vilized Populace, without giving an Account of the Nobility and Gentry, 
| ought not to retain the Name of an Hiſtorian, but of a Libeller and 
Pamphleteer, who conceals the Truth to oblige the Party that employ 
him, which was the Cafe of Moriſon, Campion, and ſome others. 
Nor is the learned Camden free from the Imputation of Partiality, 
when he ſpeaks of the Inhabitants of Ireland. He aſlerts, that it is a 
0 Cuſtom in that Counrry that the Prieſts with their Wives and Children 
| have their Dwelling in the Churches conſecrated to divine Uſe, where 
x they feaſt and riot and play upon Muſick, by which Means thoſe holy 
| Places are deſecrated and uſed to profane Purpoſes. In Anſwer to this 
8 Charge it muſt be obſerv'd, that this irreligious Cuſtom was introduced 
| | after the Reformation by Henry the eighth King of England, nor has 
| it been practiſed for many Ages but in the moſt uncivilized Part of the 1 
jt Kingdom, and by a fort of Clergy, who pretend to be exempt from - 
| the Authority of Eccleſiaſtical Superiors, and plac'd beyond the Reach 7 
ll of Church Diſcipline. Giraldus Cambrenſis has given a ſatisfactory Ac- 7 
count of the Piety and Devotion of the [r;fþ Clergy, and ſufficiently 3 
refutes this Falſhood of Camden. The Expreſſion he makes uſe of is 
this, Si qui Religiont ſe conſecrant, religioſa quadam Auſteritate ſe con- 
tinent, vigilando, orando, & fejuniis ſe macerando; if any dedicate 
themſelves to Religion, they govern themſelves with a A Auſterity 
in watching and praying and mortifying themſelves by Faſting. And 
the ſame Author, in his twenty ſeventh Chapter, ſpeaking particularly 
| of the 1riſh Clergy, gives them this Character, E/# autem Clerus ſatis 
0 Religione Commendabilis, & inter varias quibus prælucet Virtutes, 
j Caſtitas prarogativa præminet; The Clergy are ſufficiently commenda- 
ll ble for their Religion, and among other Virtues that are perſpicuous in 
10 them, their Chaſtity is moſt eminently diſtinguiſhd. From whence the 
Partiality of Camden appears, by charging the whole Body of the Iri/þ 
Clergy with that indecent and profane Cuſtom. Hrainhurſt, who was 
| | never partial in favour of the Iriſß, has this Expreſſion in his Hiſtory of 
lh Treland, written in the Year one thouſand five hundred and eighty four : 
fl 


DDr TE <5 (Ho pe ee TORE As 
| <8 2 r ADs "ae ot; AY 8 L Fe) 4 OY 
, 4 1 * >> - + a 2 


n > n FE». * 8 a 
2 4 * 0 8 
n 


fs * 


P 
= ö 


| Hibernici e:zam Magna ex parte ſunt Religionts ſumme colentes ; The 
l People of Ireland 0 the moſt Part are of a very religious Diſpoſiti- 
ll on; lo that this Practice could not be juſtly charg'd upon the Clergy 
of Ireland, but upon ſuch of them, who denied the Authority of their 
Superiors, and indulged themſelves in many rude and unjuſtifiable Actions 
without Controll or Reſtraint. 
This Engliſh Antiquary aſſerts farther, that the People of Ireland 
made no Account of Matrimony, except ſuch as lived in Cities and in 
the civilized Part of the Kingdom. This is an Accuſation not only falſe 
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and invidious, and highly reflecting upon the Nobility and Gentry, who LY Yay 


are Natives of the Iſland, but upon the Engliſh, who have ſettled and 
obtained Poſſeſſions in the Country. I confeſs indeed, that ſome ofthe 
meaneſt Sort are of a wild and untractable Nature, and like the P opu- 
lace in all Parts of the World, are ungovernable in their Appetites 
and not to be reſtrained by any Laws, either Civil or Eccleſiaſtical. 
It is an unpardonable Inſtance of Partiality therefore in Camden, to 
condemn the whole Body of the Iriſß Nobility and Gentry, who live 
in the Country remote from Towns and Cities, as if they followed 
wildly the Rules of Luſt without any Reſpe& to Matrimonial Con- 
tracts; ſince it is evident that a few only of the baſer Sort are guilty 
of this abominable Practice, and indulge themſelves in ſuch beſtial Li- 
berties. It is Barbarity for a whole Nation to be aſpers'd for the Guilt 
of a few, and thoſe the very Dregs of the People. I pay a great Re- 
ſpect in other Caſes to the Memory of Camden, and confeſs the Value 
of his Writings, but I cannot acquit him of Prejudice in laying this 
ſavage Cuſtom to the whole Nation of Ireland, who are, generally ſpeak- 
ing, a polite and virtuous People, and juſt to their Matrimonial Engage- 
ments, and deſerve not to ſuffer for the ſake of a few, who, like the 
Vulgar in all Countries, allow themſelves unchriſtian Freedoms, and 
fly in the Face of the Laws which attempt to correct them. With 
regard to what is charg'd upon the [r:þ by other Writers, that they 
very religiouſly obſerve their Matrimonial Contracts for the Space of 
a Year, and then think they may lawfully diſſolve them, it is (uffi- 
cicntto reply, that this Opinion prevailed only among the rude and un- 

oliſh'd Part of the People, who deſpiſed the Diſcipline of the Church, 


and denied the Authority of their Eccleſiaſtical Superiors. 


Campion, in the ſixth Chapter of the firſt Book of his Hiſtory, with great 
Injuſtice remarks upon the Iriſh, that they are ſo weak in their Judg- 
ments as to belicve implicitly whatever is declared to them by their 
ſpiritual Guides, whom they obey without Reſerve, and who have it 
in their Power to impoſe upon and lead them which way they pleaſe; 
and to ſupport this Charge he relates a fabulous Story to this Effect. 
There was, ſays he, a very covetous Prelate in Ireland, who had the 
Art to impoſe upon his People, and make them believe whatever he 
pleaſed, however monſtrous or incredible. This Biſhop upon a Time 
wanted a Sum of Money, and in Order to obtain it from his Congre- 
gation, he tells them, that ſome Years ago St. Patrick. and St. Peter 
had a very violent Conteſt about an Iriſh Go//og/ach that St. Patrick 
deſign'd to introduce into Heaven: But St. Peter oppoſed him, and 
in his Paſſion ſtruck. St. Patrick with his Key, and broke his Head; So 
that he deſired their Contribution; by which Means the Peo— 
ple were prevailed upon to part with their Money, and the Biſhop ob- 
tained his Purpoſe. This is the Story related by Campion, who like 
an AQor upon the Stage impoſes upon the World with Fictions that 
could not poſſibly have any Foundation in Nature; for can it be ſu 
poſed that a Chriſtian of the meaneſt Capacity would believe that St. 
Patrick, who died above a thouſand Years ago, and St. Peter ſhould 
quarrel and come to Blows, and that St. Patrick ſhould have his Head 
broke by St. Peter's Key; as if the Key had been made of Iron, which 
every Body knows to be nothing Material, but implics only a Power of 
binding and looſing ? Beſides, this fabulous Writer, to ſhew his Ac- 
compliſhments, confeſſes in his Epiſtle prefix d that he ſpent but ten 
Weeks in compiling his Hiſtory of Ireland, which is ſufficient to con- 
vince impartial Judges of the Merits of his Performance, and how im. 

c poſſible 
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poſſile it was in ſo ſhort a time to provide Matter for the Work; or if the 


Materials were ready to his Hand, to diſpoſe them into Method and 
Form, and to judge of the Truth of Facts, which in his Hurry he wrote 
at all Adventures, and inſolently calls his Book The Hiſtory of Ireland. 

There was an Eugliſb Prieſt, whoſe Name was Good, that taught a 
School in Limerick in the Year of Chriſt one thouſand five hundred 
ſixty ſix, and upon the ſtricteſt Survey and Enquiry gives this Account 
of the People of Ireland. Gens hc corpore valida, & imprimis agilis, 
animo fortis, & elata, ingenio acris & bellicoſa, Vite prodiga, La- 
boris & Frigoris, & Inediæ patiens, Veneri indulgens, Hoſpitibus per- 
benigna, Amore conſtans, Inimico implacabilis, Credulitate levis, Con- 
tumeliæ & Injuriæ impatiens: They are a People robuſt and of great 
Agility of Body, of a ſtout and magnanimous Diſpoſition, of a ſharp 
and warlike Genius, prodigal of Life, patient of Labour, of Cold and 
Hunger, of an amorous Inclination, exceeding kind and hoſpitable to 
Strangers, conſtant in their Love, implacable to their Enemies, eaſy 
to believe, impatient of Reproach and Injury. And Stainhurſt gives 
them the following Character: In Laboribus ex omni hominum genere 
patientiſſimi, in rerum anguſtiis raro fracti: In Labours the moſt 
patient of Mankind, and ſeldom deſpairing under the greateſt Diffi- 
culties. | 

One John Davis, an Engliſh Author, takes upon him to cenſure the 
Laws and Uſages of Ireland, particularly he remarks how unjuſt the Cu- 
ſtoms are, that the Brother of a deceaſed Perſon ſhould ſucceed in the 
Inheritance of the Eſtate before the Son ; that the Eſtate of a Family 
ſhould be divided equally among the Brothers, and that the Law will 
accept of a Satisfadion in Money and Cattel from the Murderer when 
a Perſon is killed. In Anſwer to the Complaint of this Writer, it muſt 
be obſervd, that the Laws and Cuſtoms of Countries generally differ, 
and are variable in their own Nature, as the Exigency of Affairs requires; 
and likewiſe that theſe three Cuſtoms were not originally admitted in- 
to the Body of the Iriſh Laws, but were introduced when the Na- 
tives fell into civil Diſſentions among themſelves in every Part of the 
Kingdom, ſo that they were killing and plundering one another with 


the utmoſt Cruelty without, Mercy or Diſtinction, for which Reaſon 


the Nobility and Gentry of the Iſſand, who were beſt acquainted 
with the Iriſß Laws and Conſtitutions, conſider d wiſely what fatal 
Conſequences might follow, and with great Prudence thought fit to 
eſtabliſh the three Cuſtoms abovemention d; firſt, they thought proper 
that the Eſtate ſhould deſcend to the Brother, in Order that every Fa- 
mily might be ſupplied with an able and experienc'd Commander to de- 
fend them and lead them into the Field : for if the Son were to ſuc- 


ceed in the Command of his deceaſed Father, it muſt ſometimes un- 


avoidably happen that he will be an Infant, or of too raw Years to de- 
fend the Family from the Attempts of their Enemies. Secondly, the 
Cuſtom of dividing Eſtates among the Brothers could not well be avoid- 
ed in Ireland, for otherwiſe the Rent of every Country would be inſuf- 
ficient to pay the Number of Soldiers that was neceſſary for its Defence; 
but when the Lands were divided, the Brother who had the leaſt Lot, 
would be as able to defend his Country as the Chicftain himſelf: And 
thirdly, it was neceſſary that Money or Cattel ſhould be admitted as Sa- 
tisfaction for a Perſon kill'd, becauſe if the Murderer could find Means 
to eſcape into the next Country, he avoided the Hands of Juſtice, and it 
was impoſlible to puniſh him ; and therefore the Law ordain'd, that 
the Friends of the Deceaſcd ſhould receive Satisfaction from the Rela- 


tions of the Murderer, which was a Sum of Money, or a Number of 
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Cattel 5 for it would have been Injuſtice, if the Relations, who were LY WW 


not acceſſory to the Fact, ſhould anſwer it with their Lives, if the Prin- 
cipal was not to be found; ſo that it was not candid in Davis to reflect 
upon the 1ri/þ Laws for thoſe Cuſtoms ; the two former of which the 
1riſþ Conſtitution could not poſſibly ſubſiſt without, and they were ab- 
ſolutely neceſſaty to the Support of the publick Peace; the laſt, I am 
inform'd, is now practiſed in England, and therefore Davis might have 
look'd at home, and firſt have reformed the Laws of his own Country, 
before he attempted to cenſure and reflect upon the inoffenſive Cuſtoms 
of the 1riſh. | 

The learned Camden, while he writes of Ireland, has this Expreſſion : 
Habent enim hi Magnates ſuos Juridicos quos Brehones vocant; ſues 
Hiſtoricos qui res geſtas deſcribunt ; Medicus, Poetas, quos Bardos vo- 
cant & Citharædos, & certæ & ſingulæ Familie, ſcilicet, Breboni unius 
Stirpis & Nominis, Hiſtorici alterius, & ſic de cæteris, qui ſuos Libe- 
ros ſive Cognatos in ſua qualibet arte erudiunt, & ſemper Succeſſores Ha- 
bent quibus ſingulis ſua Prædia aſſignata ſimt : Theſe Noblemen have 
their Lawyers, whom they call Brehons ; their Hiſtorians, who deſcribe 
their Exploits; their Phyſicians, their Poets, whom they call Bards, 
and Muſicians, and all of a certain and ſeveral Family; that is, the 
Brehons were of one Tribe and Name, the Hiſtorians of another, and 


ſo of the reſt; who inſtruct their Children and Relations in their ſeveral 


Arts and Profeſſions, and they are always their Succeſſors, to whom 
they leave the Eſtates and Revenues alſgu d them. From this Teſti- 
mony of Camden, it appears, that the /r;/ inſtituted a proper Method 
to improve and preſerve the liberal Arts and Sciences; for they appoint- 
cd a ſuitable Maintenance and Proviſion for every Perſon, who ex- 
cell'd in the Art which he particularly profeſs d; and the Artiſt ſo diſ- 
tinguiſh'd had Authority and Juriſdiction over the ſeveral Members of 


the ſame Art or Profeſſion, and was principally eſteemed, and more 


honourably provided for by the Patron that retained him. So that theſe 
Salaries and Revenues being ſettled upon the learned Profeſſors, occa- 
fion'd an Emulation, and provok'd the Induſtry of all the Youth in the 
Kingdom ; who, incourag'd by the Rewards annex'd, endeavour'd with the 
utmoſt Application to arrive at a Perfection in their ſeveral Studies; 
and this Eſtabliſhment among the Jriſh preſeryd the State of Learning 
and Art in a flouriſhing Condition, inſomuch that the neighbourin 
Nations were ſupplied with Profeſſors from thence, who inſtructed the 
Youth, and propagated their Knowledge over the greateſt Part of the 
Weſtern World. And the Nobility and Gentry of Ireland did not 
only confer a handſome Maintenance and Support upon their learned 
Profeſſors; but it was eſtabliſh'd by the Laws, that the Lands and Pa- 
trimonies belonging to them ſhould be eſteem'd ſacred, and not be vio- 
lated, and they were allowed as a Refuge and Aſylum to all who fled 
thither for Sanctuary. So that when many fierce Wars fell out between 
the Engliſh and Iriſh, the Learned and their Scholars were exempt 
from Plunder and military Executions, and never felt the Calamitics of 
War. | 
Whoever reads the ſixth Chapter of the ſixth Book of the Com- 
mentaries of Julius Ceſar, will find that their Sages and Men of Learn- 
ing, who went from other Parts of Europe to teach in France, were 
indulg d the ſame Privileges, which perhaps were originally copied from 
the Practice of the Iriſh. This Introduction would be too tedious and 
rolix, ſhould I particularly refle& upon all the malicious and ignorant 
Falſhoods related by Enghſp Writers, in what they call their Hiſtorics 
of Ireland; for moſt of them are ſo monſtrous and incredible, that they 


carry 
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carry with them their own Confutation ; and it ought farther to be con- 


ſiderd, that whatever theſe Writers deliver in Diſpraiſe of the Iriſß Na- 
tion, has no other Authority than the bare Relation of Perſons, who 
bore an inflexible Hatred to the Jriſß Name, and were ignorant of 


the Tranſactions of that Kingdom, by Reaſon of their Unskilfulneſs in 


the Language, and by Conſequence muſt unayoidably be miſtaken, and 
impoſe Falſhoods upon the World. 

Camden, who bears the principal Character among theſe Hiſtorians, 
has very blind Information to ſupport what he obſcrves of the Affairs of 
Ireland. He has not taken the leaſt Notice of the Conqueſt of the Tu- 
atha de Dananns, who held the Soycreignty of the Iſland one hundred 
and ninety ſeven Years; anderroneouſly fixes the firſt Invaſion of Ireland to 
be that of Cæſar, which the publick Caronicles of the Kingdom never men- 
tion under the Name of a Conqueſt, tho they give a particular Account 
of it: So that the Deſign of this Emg/zſh Antiquary could be no leſs 
than to throw a Blemiſh upon the Iriſß, both ancient and modern. 
Beſides, it muſt be obſerv'd, that this Writer had but a very ſhort Time 
to ſearch into the Chronicles of [re/and; he continued in the Country 
but the Space of a Year and a half, and then return'd to England: His 
Hiſtory, when he left Ireland, was ſo far from being finiſh'd, that a Year 
would not ſerve to complete it, and he was obliged to leave it to the Care 
of his Companion, whoſe Name was Bertram Verdon, who was as un- 
acquainted with the genuine Chronicles of Ireland as himſelf. Upon 
the whole, it is left to all impartial Judges to conſider, whether I have 
unjuſtly cenſured Cambrenſis, and the Engii;h Authors, who followed 
his Steps, and copied his Falſhoods, and to pronounce impartially, whe- 
ther my Hiſtory does not ſtand upon a better Foot of Credit than any 
Relation of theirs, which they received only by Tradition, and recorded 
upon that Authority only, And it cannot be improper upon this Occaſion 
to obſerve, that, with regard to my ſelf, I am a Perſon of an advanced 
Age, and have acquired a more valuable Experience , by underſtanding 
the publick Chronicles and ancient Authors in their original Language, 
than they (being of other Countries, of minor Years, and not having 
Time to digeſt, or Capacity to underſtand the ancient Records) could 
poſſibly arrive at. It is not from a Principle of Love or Averſion, nor 
that Iam moved by the Importunity of Friends, or the ſtrong Influence 
of Rewards, that I undertook to writc the following Hiſtory of /re/and, but 
was urg'd on by reflecting, that ſo noble a Country as the Kingdom of 
Ireland, and fo worthy and generous a People who poſſeſſed it, ought 
not to be abuſed by fabulous Relations, or have their Memories buried 
in Oblivion, without being tranſmitted, and the Antiquity and Names 
of the Inhabitants recorded with Honour to Poſterity : And I humbly 
conceive that my Hiſtory ſhould the rather take Place, becauſe I trace 


the Antiquity of the [r;/þ much higher, and with better Authority than 


other Writers, and give a particular Account of the moſt ancient Triſh, 
the Gadelians: And if any one ſhould ſuppoſe that I beſtow too large 


Encomiums upon that brave and illuſtrious Tribe, or ſpeak with Partia- 


lity of their Exploits, let it be conſider'd that I have no Temptation to be 
unjuſt, being my ſelf originally of an Exgliſß Extraction. 

I have obſerv'd that every modern Hiſtorian, who has undertaken to 
write of Ireland, commendsthe Country, but deſpiſes the People; which 
ſo far raiſed my Reſentment and Indignation, that J ſet out in this un- 
trodden Path, and reſolv'd to vindicate ſo brave a People from ſuch ſcan- 
dalous Abuſes, by ſearching into original Records, and from thence com- 
piling a true and impartial Hiſtory. It grieved me to ſee a Nation hunted 
down by Ignorance and Malice, and recorded as the Scum and Refuſe of 
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Mankind, when upon a rift Inquiry they have made as good a Figure. 


and have ſignaliſed themſelves in as commendable a manner to Poſterity 
as any People in Europe. The Valour and unſhaken Bravery of the old 
Iriſh, and particularly their fixed Conſtancy in the Chriſtian Religion, and 
the Chatholick Faith, ought to be honourably mention'd, as a proper Stand- 
ard and Example for Ages that follow. I have no Occaſion to tpeak particu- 
larly of the Number of Saints and holy Perſons, that this Ifland has pro- 
duced, exceeding in Proportion any Country in Europe: All Hiſtorics al- 
low that Ireland was the eſtabliſh'd Seat of Learning, that annually af- 
forded Numbers of Profeſſors that were ſent to cultivate and improve the 
neighbouring Nations of France, Italy, Germany, Flanders, England 
and Scotland ; as appears abundantly from the Preface before the Book, 
that treats of the Lives of St. Patrick, Columba, and Bridget that is 
written in Engliſh. 

If it be objected, that the Chronicles of Ireland are liable to Suſpicion, 
and may be juſtly queſtion'd; let it be obſcrv'd in Reply, that no People 
in the World took more Care to preſerve the Authority of their publickRe- 


cords, and to deliver them uncorrupt to Poſterity. The Chronicles of the 


Kingdom were ſolemnly purg'd and cxamin'd every three Years in the 
royal Houſe of Tara, inthe Preſence of the Nobility and Clergy, and 
in a full Aſſembly of the moſt learned and eminent Antiquaries in the 
Country : And to prove this, the under-named Books of the firſt Note 
that are to be ſeen at this Day, are indiſputable Authorities: The Book 
of Ardmach, the Pfalter of Caſhel, written by the Holy Cormac Mac Cnille- 
nan King of Munſter and Archbiſhop of Caſbel; the Book entitled 
Leabhar na Huachhungabhala ; the Book call'd Leabhar Chluana Hia- 
nach, Pſalter na Rann, Leabhar Glimdaloch, Leabhar Nagceart, writ- 
ten by St. Beningus, Vighir Chiaram, written in Cluain Mac Naois, 
Leabhar Buidhe, or the Tellow Book of Moling, the Black Book of 
Molaige, and Fionntan a Laoghis. The particular Titles and Con- 
tents of many ancicnt Books are as follow: Leabhar Gabhala ſignified the 
Book of Congqueſts, Leabhar na Geoigeadh the Book of Provincialiſts, 
Reim Riogradh, other wiſe call'dthe Noll of the Kings, the Book of Ages, 
the Book call d Leabhar Combſiorgachta, or, an Account of the People 


who lived in the ſame Age, the Book of Antiquity, the Book call'd- 


Coranmah, or of 2 the Book call'd UVracept, that was writ- 
ten by the learned Comm Faola, the Book call d the Y7/ions of Columba,writ- 
ten by Dallan Forguill ſdon after the Death of that Saint; An Account why 
the Woods, the Hills, the Rivers and Lakes in the Kingdom were diſtin- 
guiſh'd by the Names they bear, the Pedigrees of Women, and many others, 
The Treatiſes that are to be ſeen at this Day in the 1ri/b Language, 
contain particular Relations of all memorable Battels and Tranſactions that 
happen d in Ireland from the firſt Account of Time, and give an Account 
of the Genealogies of the principal Families in the Iſland; and the Au- 
thority of theſe publick Records cannot be queſtion'd, when it is conſi- 
derd that there were above two hundred Chroniclers and Antiquaries, 
whole Buſineſs was to preſerve and record all Actions and Affairs of Con- 
ſequence relating to the Publick; they had Revenues and Salaries ſettled 
upon them for their Maintenance, and to ſupport the Dignity of their 
Character, their Annals and Hiſtories were ſubmitted to the Examination 
and Cenſure of the Nobility, Clergy and Gentry, who were moſt emi- 
nent for Learning, and aſſembled for that very Purpoſe; which is Evi- 
dence ſufficient to evince their Authority, and to procure them, upon 
the Account of what has been mentioned, a ſuperior Eſteem to the An- 
riquities of any other Nation, except the Jeuiiſh. throughout the World, 
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SYN) Nor are we to omit in this Place to obſerve, that the Chronicles of 


Treland reccive an additional Value from this Conſideration, that they 
were never ſuppreſsd by the Tyranny and Invaſion of any foreign Power; 
for tho the Dares occaſion d great Troubles in the Kingdom of Ireland 
for many Ages, yet the Number of theſe publick Regiſters, whoſe Office 
was to enter upon Record the Affairs of the Kingdom, were ſo many, that 
the Danes could not poſlibly deſtroy them all, tho' it muſt be confeſs d 
that ſome of the Chronicles of thoſe Times did actually periſh. No o- 
ther Country in Europe, that I know of, can boaſt juſtly of the ſame Advan- 
tage; for tho the Romans, the Gauls, the Goths, Saxons, Saracens, Moors, 
and Danes, generally were carcful to ſuppreſs the publick Records in their 
reſpective Incurſions, yet it was impoſſible that the Antiquities of Ireland 
ſhould be involv'd in the ſame Fate, becauſe the Copies of them were 
lodg'd in ſo many Hands, and there were ſo many Antiquaries to take 
Care of them. And this Cambrenſis, in his forty ſixth Chapter, ſufficient- 


ly confirms; his Words are, Hibernia ab init io ab omni alinarum Gentium in. 


curſu libera permanſit. Ireland, from the beginning, was free from the In- 
curſions of other Nations; by which is intended that Ireland was never ſo 
far under the Voke of any foreign Power, as to confeſs itſelf conquer d, or 
that the publick Antiquities of the Kingdom were ſuppreſs d, which is a 
Privilege that no other Nation in Europe can juſtly pretend to. 

I have taken the Liberty, in the following Hiſtory, upon good Grounds, 
to change the Number of Vears that are applied to the Reigns of ſome of 
the Pagan [rip Kings, and have varied from the Account I have met with 
in ſome of the Annals of the Kingdom ; and the Reaſon is, becauſe I can- 
not reconcile the Time allotted them, to any Chronology ſince the Crea- 
tion to the Birth of Chriſt: Beſides, there muſt be Miſtakes which no 
true Hiſtory can conſiſt with, particularly with regard to the Reign of 
Siorna Saoglach, who, if we are directed by the ancient Annals of the 
Kings, reign'd Monarch of the Iſland two hundred and fifty Years. The 
Chronicles aſſert that Siorna, when he began to reign, was fifty Years 


old; ſo that if T had relied wholly upon the Authority of the old Records 


this King would have lived three hundred Years, which is utterly incredi- 
ble; for this Reaſon I thought it proper to allow him a Reign of one and 


twenty Years, which I collected from an old Verſe that expreſſly declares 


his Reign to be of no longer a Date. Cobhthach Caolbreac is ſaid in 
the ancient Records to be King of Ireland fifty Years, yet it is impoſſible 
reaſonably to allow him any more than thirty ; for it muſt be conſiderd 
that Moriat the Daughter of Scorzat King of Concadnibhne, fell in Love 
with Maozne, otherwiſe call'd Labhra Loimngseach, a Youth, and a Stran- 
ger that was entertain d in her Father's Houſe ; She was at that Time very 
young, and after ſhe was married ſhe bore him many Children; ſo that if 
the Length of fifty Years was properly the Reign of Cobhthach, it would 
follow that Moriat was ſixty Vears of Age when ſhe bore thoſe Children to 
Labhra Loingseach, which is ſcarce poſſible to ſuppoſe ; for which Rea- 
ſon the Reign of Cobhthach muſt be ſhorten'd and reduced to the Space of 
thirty Years. Forothcr Reaſons of equal Force with theſe mention'd, I 
have chang d the Date of the Reign of ſome other Kings in the Times of 
Paganiſm, but I may venture to acquit the publick Antiquaries and origi- 
nal Chronicles from being blamed for theſe Miſtakes; they certainly are 


with greater Juſtice to be imputed to the Ignorance of ſome Tranſcribers, 


who copied their Works, and were incapable to mend thoſe Defe&s. 


It muſt be lamented that the Iriſb, ſince the Exgliſb got Poſſeſſion of 
the Kingdom, have omitted the ancient and laudable Cuſtom of purging 


and examining into their Chronicles; and the Reaſon ſeems to be becauſe 
the publick Antiquaries and Hiſtorians deſiſted from their Employments, 


their 
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their Privileges being deſtroy d, and their Eſtates ſeized and alineated, fo LY WWW 
that there was no Encouragement for Men of Learning to purſue their 
Studies, or a competent Maintenance to ſupport them. The Nobility 
7 and Gentry of the Kingdom withdrew their Contributions, and there a- 

1 roſe ſo many violent Quarrels and Diſputes among the Triſh and Engliſh, 
| that the Kingdom was often in Confuſion, and ſo cmbroil'd, that the 
Antiquaries had neither Encouragement nor Protection to carry on the 
5 Buſineſs of their Profeſſion. f 
| It will not ſeem ſtrange that the Chronology in the following Hi- 
: ſtory may in ſome Caſes be imperfect and defective, if it be obſerv'd what 
Diſagreement there is among Authors in their Computation of Time from 
7 Adam to the Birth of Chriſt; inſomuch that the moſt learned Chronolo- 
4 gers in the World have differ d in their Accounts, as will abundantly ap- 
2 pear by taking a Survey of ſome of the moſt diſtinguiſh'd in that Study, 
0A who are as follow. 


Amongſt the Hebrews Years, Amongſt the Greek Authors. Amongſt the Latin, 
Paul Sedecholin counts 3518 Metrodorus 5000 St. Hierom 3941 


1 The Talmundiſtes 3784 Euſebius 5199 St. Auguſtin 535 1 
Ea The new Rabbins 3760 Theophilus 5476 Iſidorus 5270 
1 Rabbi Naaſſon 3740 Oroſius 5190 
= Rabbi Moſes Germidiſt 45 80 Beda 3952 


MM Foſephus 4192 Alphonſus 5984 


= Theſe are the Authors of principal Note for Chronological Com- 
 _ putations, and it is caſie to obſerve the notorious Variations there are in 
58 their ſeveral Accounts; ſo that it is not to be wonder d at, if the Iriſh 
Chronicles differ in that Point; yet were I to decide this Controverſy, 1 
think it would be the moſt plauſible Standard to allow four thouſand and 
fifty two Years between Adam and the Birth of Chriſt. My Deſign there- 
fore is to follow the Computation that comes neareſt to the Account I haye 
mentioned with Regard to the Reign ofthe Iriſß Monarchs, petty Princes, 
and Chieftains of the Iſland, and the publick Concerns and Tranſactions 
of the Kingdom. | 
If it ſhould ſeem ſurpriſing that the following Hiſtory is diverſified with 
ſo many Quotations out of ancient Poetry, to prove ſeveral Matters of 
Fact adyanc'd, but to adjuſt the Chronology of the Iriſb Hiſtory; it muſt be 
conſider'd, particularly that the Authors of the 1r;/þ Chronicles compoſed 
their Work generally in Verſe, that their Records might be the leſs ſubject 
to Corruption and Change, that the Obſcurity of the Style might be a De- 
fence to them, and that the Youths, who were inſtructed in that Profeſſion; 
might be the better able to commit them to Memory. The 1ri/þ Com- 
poſitions in Verſe or Dann, that were of principal Note, were called in 
the Irifþ Language Pſalter na Teambrach, which was always preſeryd in 
K | the Cuſtody of the chief Antiquaries of the Kings of Ireland; the P/alter 
1 Caſhel was written by Cormac Mac Cuilleanan; and as the Word Pſalm 
in Engliſh, and Duain or Dan in the Iriſh, are of the ſame Significati- 
" I on; ſoa P/alter (in Latin Pſalterium) is a Book that contains many par- 
-- ticular Poems; and ſince moſt of the authentick Records of Ireland are 
1 compoſed in Dann, or in Verſe, I ſhall receive them as the principal 
Teſtimonies to follow in compiling the following Hiſtory: For notwith- 
ſtanding that ſome of the Chronicles of Ireland differ from theſe poetical 
Records in ſome Caſes, yet the Teſtimony of the Annals that were writ. 
ten in Verſe is not for that Reaſon invalid, becauſe all the publick Chroni- 
cles, as well in Verſe as in Proſe, were ſubmitted to a ſolemn Correction and 


Purgation, 


xxiv 
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bit. | 
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WYV Purgation, and therefore it is reaſonable they ſhould be eſtcem'd of equal 


Authority. 


I have often heard it pronounced impoſſible that the Genealogy of any | 


Perſon could be lineally traced ſo high as Adam, but this ſeeming Dif- 
ficulty will vaniſh, by obſerving that it was eaſy for the Iriſt to keep ex- 
act Pedigrees from the Time of Gadelas. The Iriſh were furniſh'd with 
a lcarned Body of Men call'd Druids or Soothſayers, whoſe peculiar Of- 
fice it was to take a ſtrict Account of the ſeveral Genealogies, and to record 
the moſt memorable Tran ſactions that happen d in the Kingdom: It will ap- 
pear by the Courſe of this Hiſtory that theſe Prieſts or Druids were ſuf- 
ficiently accompliſh'd for this Buſineſs, particularly that Niul the Father 
of Gadelas obtained all his Riches and Honour upon the Account of his 
Learningand exquiſite Art, from whom were derived not only the Streams 
of Learning and Knowledge, but a ſufficient Skill to adjuſt the Pedigrees 
of Families, and to tranſmit them uncorrupt to after Ages. 

I ſhall inſtance in this Place an Example taken from a Velſb Author, 
whoſe Name was Aſherus, where he gives the Pedigree of one of the 
Kings of Britain, and traces it as high as Adam, which I mention as an 


| Evidence of the Poſſibility of the Thing, and to take off the Wonder how 


the 1riſh could be Maſters of ſuch an Art, or depend upon the Certainty 
of it. GED | 


Elfred the Son of Creda Bean 
Neulrolf Cerdy © Seldouin 
Egbert Elliſa Hleunor 
Ethalmund John Heremon 
Euan Brond Hatra 
Indild Verdon Hinula 
8 22 . 
Ceula val. realfe aphet 
Chatwin * Rall Noa. 
Elianlem | Cread | 

Cinriffe Cruturag 


Upon the whole, I am perſuaded, that whoever conſults this Hiſtory 
with Candor, and with ſuch Proportion of Allowance as ſeems due to 
the obſcure and unfrequented Track I have perſued, may find Satisfaction; 
and ifhe will farther give himſelf the Trouble of ſearching into the ancient 
Chronicles of Ireland, he will be convinc'd that I have been juſt and 
faithful in the Uſe I have made of them; but if it ſhould ſounfortunately 
happen that my Labours ſhould be deſpiſed, and the following Hiſtory be 
eſteem'd of no Value, I muſt confeſs, that it exceeded my Abilities to give 
another Account, for I did my beſt. I take my leave therefore, and ask 
Pardon of the Reader, if I have in any Caſe led him out of his Way; aſ- 
ſuring him that his Miſtake was not the Effect of Malice in me, but be 
cauſe I wanted Skill to direct him better. 


JeorFRY KEaTING. © 
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Mr. Richard Murphy, Merchant. 1 5 


Mr. Edward Mulkiran, of Sevilla, Merchant. 


Mr. Aaron Mercer, of Hillsborough in Ireland. 1 N 

Mr. Nathaniel May. 3 

Mr. wry Mickleburgh. — | = 

Mr. William Mears, Bookſeller, 

Mr, Patt”. Meighan Bookſeler of Grays Ir. — —- 
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The SusscRIEERS NAMES. 


N, 
J Peter Le Neve, EH: Norroy. a — — 
John Naiſon, E/q; = — — 


Ar. Lawrence Nihill of Limerick Merchant, — — 
O. 


Harles Boyle, Earl of Orrery, in the County of Cork, Baron of Broghill 
in Ireland, alſo Baron of Marſton in England, and Knight of the moſt 


ancient and moſt noble Order of the Thiſtle in Scotland. — 

8 ir John Osbourne. — : — 
8 Oglethorp, E/q; Member of Parliament for Haſlemere in Sur ry. 
itto for Corpus Chriſti College, Oxon, = — 

P. 


Homas Herbert, Earl of Pembroke and Montgomery, Baron Herbert 

of Cardiff, of Ros, of Kendal, Par, Fitzburgh, Marmion, St. Quintin, 

and Herbert of Shurland, Knight of the Garter, one of the Governors of 
the Charter-Houſe, Fellow of the Royal-Society, and Lord Lieutenant of 
the County of Wilts. — — 


Lord Polworth, Ambaſſador Extraordinary, and firſt Plenipotentiary at the 


Congreſs of Cambray, — — 
John Percivall Lord Percivall, Baro» Percival of Burton in the County of Cork, 

Bar. and one of the Royal. Society. | — — 
James Hamilton Lord Paiſly, Baron Purcill of Luaghma, == — 
Sir Tho. Prindergaſt. — — 
Sir Conſtantine Phipps. — 
Coll. P aget. — — — 
John Purcell, E/q; — — — 
William Philpot, of the Middle Temple Eſq; — cn 
Capt. Jeoftiry Prindergaſt of Mulaugh in the County of Tipperary. == 
Mr. Richard Prindergaſt. — — 
Mr. Stephen Peters. — — — 
Mr. Henry Parker, Printer. — — — 

R. 


ORD Viſcount Roche, ef the Kingdoms of Ireland. — 
Major John Roche. — — 

bryan O Rourk of Letrim, Eſq; 
George Rooke, Eſq; 
Atr. John Roche, of Limerick Merchant. — 
Mr. Tho. Richardſon, Apothecary, Six Books. 
Mr. |ames O Ryley. — 

Mr. Stephen Ryan. 


8. 


Cue Spencer, Earl of Sunderland, and Baron Spencer of Wormleigh- 

_ Groom of the Stole, and firſt Lord of the Bed-Chamber to his 

Majeſty. — : 
Counteſs of Sunderland. 


Thomas Wentworth, Earl of Strafford, Viſcount Wentworth of Wentworth 


Woodhouſe, Baron of Slaigborough, Raby, Newark, and Overlly, and 
Baronet, alſo Knight of the moſt le Order of the Garter. — 
John Sutherland Earl of Sutherland, and Rare Strathnaver, one of the 
Commiſſicners of Trade in Scotland, aud Lord Lieutenant of the Shires of 


Sir John Shelly, of Michel Grove in Suſſex, Bar. cunpanaatads =» 
Sir Philip Sydenham of Brympton Barnsr.ꝛ 
Sir Tho, Seabright, Baronet, ; — 
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Sir Hans Sloan, M. D. — Tor We 
Sir George Skiddy. — — 
General Stewart. — p 3 — 
Major Boyle Smyth. 9 5 20 
The Reverend Mr. John Scullard. — 6 
William Stukely, M. D. — 
Edward Southwell, Eſq; 8 e 
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Fine Paper. 
Fine Paper. A Plate. 


Fine Paper. 


Fine Paper. 


A Plate, 


A Plate. 


A Plate. 


Fine Paper. | A Plate. 


Fine Paper. A Plate. 


Henry 


The SUBScRIBERS NAMES. 


Henry South of the Right Honourable the Lord Lincoln's Office. 


Mr. William Shannon. — — — | 
Wavell Smith, E/q; firſt Commiſſioner of the Hackney Coach Office, — 
Peter Sexton of Grays Inn, Eſq; — LA 
Francis Sando, Eſq; ; — — — 
Mr. Richard Slany. — — 
Mr. James Seagrave. „ — — 
Ar. George Strahan Bookſeller, — — 
Mr. John Stag Bookſeller. — | = 
Mr. Luke Stokoe Bookſeller. — — 
_ 


HY O' Bryen Viſcount Tadcaſter, and Earl of Thumond, in the 


Kingdom of Ireland, Lord Lieutenant and Cuſtos Rotwlorum of the | 


County of Eſſex. — 
Lord Trimbleſtown. f m—— 
Sir Laurence Trant Baronet. — = 
Sir William Tyrry of Cadiz, — 5 — 
Tracy. — — — —— 
— — 


Mr. William Taylor Bookſeller. 
v. 


OL Z. Alexander Urquhart of new Hall, Xnight of the Shire for the 
(C County of Roſs in Scotland. — 


W. 


ADY Charlot Weſt. — F — 
Sir Cecil Wray of Branſton in the County of the City of Lincoln Bar. 
Sir Hovenden Walker. —— — 
Richard Warburton, of Garryhince in the Queen County in the Kingdom 
of Ireland, Eſq; — 


Robert Waller, Eſq; G — — — —_— 
Solomon Whyte, Eſq; — — 
Capt. Nicholas Wall, — 


Caleb Wynde, Attorney at Law and Solicitor to the Parliament. 
Peter Webb, Feweller. — 
Mr. Richard Wilkin of London Boolſeller.— 
Mr. Tho, Woodward Bookſeller. 
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Fine Paper. | A Plate. 


SUBSCRIBERS Omitted in the LIS T. 


ARL Cadagon. — 
Count O Duyer at Naples — — — — 
Daniel O Callaghan. — 

Sir Gerard Conyers. - 


Dennis O Connor Falie, E; 


— 
Major Thady O Mulrian in Count O Duyers Regiment at Naples. 
The Reverend Mr. Thomas Bradbury, T — 5 — 82 
Mr. Redmond Fox. — NEE — 
Mr. Daniel Fitz Patrick. — — _ 
For Galfraſius, Ma 2 
Read Galaſius, > C Mahon. — ——— — 
For Moeranny, Read © Moran... | — 
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TAB L E 


KINGS 
IRELAN D, 


The Year they began their Reign, and the 
Number of Years they reigned. 


Anno Mundi 
2737 Eber and Heremon ruled jointly 
738 Heremon reigned after the Death of Heber 
52 Muimhne, Lingne or Laigne ruled 
35 Er, Orbha Fearon and Feargna 
56 Irial 
66 Eithrial 
86 Conmaol 
3816 Tighermas 
66 Eochaidh Eadgothach 
70 Cearmna and Sobhairce rul'd Jointly 
25:0 Fochaidh Faobharglas 
30 Fiachadh Labhruine 
54 Eochaidh Mumho 
76 Aongus Ollmuchach 
94 Eadna Airgtheach, 
$021 Rotheachta 
46 Seadhna 
31 Fiachadh Fionſgothach 
I, #63] 


Relgned Page 
i 
14 | I18 
3124 
1 
10 
20 | 125 
$8 1 136 
50 | 
4 | 128 
40 
20 
24 | 129 
23. | 20 
18 
237 131 
25 
$ 
| 20 
71 Muin- 


Anno Mundi 


3071 
76 
83 

3113 

128 
43 
60 
84 
96 

3212 
33 
40 
41 
90 

"Ys 
92 


Muinehamhoin 

Aildergoidh 

Ollamh Fodhla 

Fionnachta 

Slanoll 

Geide Ollgothach 

Fiachadh 

Bearngall 

Oillioll 

Siorna Saogalach 

Rotheachta 

Eilm 

Giallchadh 

Art Imleach 

Nuadha Fionn Fail 

Breafrigh 

Eochaidh Apthach 

Fionn 

Scadhna Jonaraice 

Simcon Breac 

Duach Fionn 

Muireadhach Balgrach 

Eadna Dearg 

Lughaidh Jardhouinn 

Siorlamh 

Eochaidh Vairceas 

Eochaidh Fiadhmhuine and his Brother Conuin 
Aglach reigned jointly 

Luighadh Lamhdhearg 

Conuing Beg Aglach 

Art 

Fiachadh Tolgrach 

Olioll Fionn 

Eochaidh 

Airgiodmhar 

Duach Laighrach 

Lughaidh Laighe 

Aodh Ruadh 

Diothorba 

8 

Machadh Mongruadh, Queen, ſhe reigned 

Reachta Righdhearg 2 A. 

Ugaine More 

Laogaire Lorck 

Cabhthach Caolbreag 

Labhra Loingſeach 

Meilge Molbthach 

Modhchorb 

Aongus Olamh 

Jaran Gleofathach 

Fearchorb 

Conla Cruaidh Cealgach 

Oilioll Caiſhiaclach 

Adamhar Foltchaoin 

Eochadh Foltleathan 

Feargus Forthamhuill 

Aongus Tuirmheach 


8 Beg; 


A TABLE of the Kixcs f IRELAND. 


Reigncd 
5 
7 

30 

15 

15 

17 

24 

12 

16 

21 


18 
7 
11 


4 
25 

5 
11 
12 


30 


Page 


132 
143 


144 


145 


146 


147 


148 


148 


150 


151 
155 


153 
157 


159 
161 


167 


168 


I69 


3803 Conall 


Ando Mundi 
3803 Conall Callamhrach 
$08 Niadh Scadhamhuin 
15 Eanda Aighnach 
43 Criomhthan Croſgrach 
50 Rugh-ruidhe ſrnamed the Great 
80 Jonadhmhar, Son of Niaſcaghamhuin, 
83 Breaſal Bodhiabha 
94 Lughaidh Luaghne 
99 Congall Claringneach 
3912 Duach Dalta Deaghadh 
922 Fachtna Fathach 
40 Eochaidh Feidhlioch 
52 Eochaidh ( /rnamed) Aircamh 
64 Eiderſgeoil 
70 Nuadha Neacht reign'd but half a Tear 
70 Conaire ſirnamed the Great 
4000 Lughaidh Riabdearg 
20 Connor Abhraidhruadh 
21 Criomhthan Niadhnar 
Anne Dom. 
4 Fearaidhach Fionfachtnach 
24 Fiachadh Fion 
27 Fiachadh Fionoluidh 
54 Cairbre Cuincait 
59 Elim 
79 Tuathal Teachtmar 
109 Mal 
13 Feidhlimhidh Reachtmar 
22 Cathaoir More /arnamed the Great 
25 Conn Ceadchathach of the hundred Battels 
45 Conaire 
52 Art Aonfhir 
82 Lughaidh ſirnamed Mac Con 
212 Feargus Dubhdheadach 
13 Cormac Ulfada 
53 Eochaidh Gunait 
54 Cairbre Liffeachair | : 
81 Fathach Airgtheach and Fathach Cairptheach 
32 Fiachadh Sreabhthine 
312 Colla Vais 
16 Muirreadhach Tireach 
46 Caolbhach 
47 Eochaidh Moidhmeodhin 
54 Criomhthan 
71 Niall of the nine Hoſtages 
98 Dathy 
Theſe are the Kings mentioned in the firſt part in the time of 
Paganiſm; in the ſucceeding Monarch's Reign St. Patrick 
arrived in Ireland to propagate the Chriſtian Faith. 
421 Laogaire 
51 Oilioll Molt 
71 Lughaidh 
91 Mortough 
515 Tuathal Maolgarbh 
28 Diarmuidh 
30 


Feargus and his Brother Daniel 
1 


551 


A TABLE of the Kixes of I R I. A N D. 


5 
” 1370 
28 
7 
30 
3 
111171 
5 
13 
10 
14171 
12 
12205 
6 | 206 
30 
20 207 
I 
I'6 
20208 
3 
27209 
5 
20 | 212 
30 
4 | 223 
9 
3 | 224 
20 | 226 
7 231 
30 
30238 
1241 
40 247 
I | 286 
27 
£ | 237 
30 | 
4 | 290 
30 
I | 293 
7 
I7 | 295 
27 | 297 
23318 
30 325 
20 | 345 
20 | 347 
24 | 348 
I3 | 350 
22 | 352 
1 | 367 
Eochaidh 


Anno Dom. 
551 
54 
57 
58 
85 
91 
618 
22 


35 
48 
G1 
68 


7 4 
78 
85 
93 
702 
19 
20 
24 
31 
40 
82 
86 
$13 
37 
SI 
66 
79 
95 
913 
SI 
54 
84 
94 
1004 
27 
39 
48 
98 
110 
30 
50 
68 


Eochaidh, Son of Daniel and Baodan his Uncle 
Ainmereach 

Baodan 

Aodh or Hugh 

Hugh Slaine and Colman Rimidh 
Aodh Uairiodhach 

Maolcobha 

Suibhne Meain 

Daniel 

Conall Claon and his Brother Ceallach 
Blathmac and Diarmuidh Ruaidhnaigh 
Scachnuſach 

Cionnfaola 

Fionnachta Fleadhach 

Loingſeach 

Congall Cionnmaghair 

Feargall 

Fogarthach 

Cionaoth 

Flaithbheartach 

Aodha Ollan 

Daniel 

Niall Freaſach 

Dunchadha 

Aodha Dorndighe 

Conchabhar 

Niall Caille 

Turgeſius the Uſurpmg Dane 
Maolſeachlin 

Hugh Fionnliath 

Flan Sionna 

Niall Glandubh 

Donnogh 

Congal 

Danicl 

Maolſeachluin 

Bryen Boiroimhe 

Maolſeachluin 

Donough, Son of Bryen Boiroimhe, 
Turlough | 
Mortough 

Turlough, Son of Roger O Connor 
Mortough Mac Neill Mac Lachluin 
Rodorick or Roger the laſt King 


ATABLE of the KINGS of I RE LAM D. 


Reigned page 
| 3 | 368 
11 | 
1 
27 | 
| 6 | 394 
27 | 395 
4 | 396 
13 
13 1 397 
I3 | 400 
7 | 406 
6 | 407 
4 
7 | 408 
$ | 409 
| 9 | 410 
17 
En 
4 
7 
9 [| 413 
4 42 414 
4 | 415 
27 | 416 
24 
I4 | 423 
15424 
13 | 428 
I6 | 440 
| I8 | 444 
38 | 446 
3 | 463 
| 30 | 464 
IO 481 
IO | 484 
| 23 | 489 
12496 
91514 
150 | 516 
I2 | 518 
20 | 519 
20 | 525 
18 | $27 
8 529 
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The General 1 ISTORY of 


IRE LAN D,. 
From the firſt IN HABIT ING thereof, Collected 
from the moſt AN cIENT AvuTHoRs, 


By the Learned Dr. K EATING. 
Tranſlated by DERMIT TUS o' CoxnxoR, one 
of the Antiquaries of that Kingdom. 


ber o 


Fowl, which uſually came there to bask themſelves in the 
Sun. It is now call'd Clountarffe, where Brian Boiroimbe, a Monarch 
of Ireland, with his Iriſb Army, gave the laſt total Defeat to the 


Danes. This Monarch with one of his Sons and Grandſons, had the 
hard Fate to be ſlain. The Iriſb notwithſtanding gain d a moſt ſignal 
Victory, and by it, freed themſelves from the continual Troubles 
and Incurſions of the Dani ſſ Forces, as ſhall be hereafter mention d. 


II. IRELAND was allo call d Crioch na bhfumeadhach, which 
is as much as to ſay, the Neighbouring Country, as it ſtood in the 


Neighbourhood of one of the Three Parts of the World that was 
then Inhabited. 


III. ITS Third Name was Inis Alga, i.e. the Noble Iſland, and 
this Name they enjoy d in the Time of the Frrbolgs, an ancient 
Colony of People, who were ſettled here before \ Scythians ot 
B Gadelians ; 


The GENERAL HISTORY of 


La delians; of whom in the purſuit of this Hiſtory we ſhall take par- 


ticular Notice. 


IV. TH et next Name appropriated to this Iſland, was Exe z. e. 
Ireland, and fo called from the Word Aria, a Name by which for- 
merly Crete, now Candia, was called. Agypr, from whence the 
Gadelians came, was call'd by that Name; and the fame Author is 
of Opinion, that the Iſle of Crete was call'd Aria, becauſe the Ga- 
delians remain'd there, after the Time when SRU the Son of 
E ASRU, with all the Gadelians, were baniſh'd out of Ag ypr. 
Moſt of the ancient Authors however, are of Opinion, that it 
took the Name of Eire, from a Queen of the Tuatha de Darmans 
(a Colony fo call'd from their great Skill in Necromancy, of 
whom ſome were ſo famous, as to be ſtiled Gods) whoſe Name 
was Eire, and the Wife of Mac Greme who was King of this Iſle, 
when the Sons of Mileſius firſt invaded it. 


V. FODHL A was the Fifth Name it receiv d from another 
Queen of the ſame Coloney, ſo call'd, who was the Wife of 
Mac Ceacht. = 

VI. IT was after this call'd Banba, from the Name of a third 
Queen of the ſame Colony, who was Wife to Mac Coll. Theſe 
three Queens were three Siſters, and marry'd to three Brothers, 
amongſt whom there wasan Agreement, that each Brother ſhould 
Alternatively take his Year of Government, and that during the 
Year of his Reign, the Iſle ſhould be call'd after the Name of his 
Queen. And if you find it more frequently call'd Eire, than 
Fodhla or Banba, it was, by Reaſon, that the Husband to Queen 
Eire, from whom the Iſle was call'd Ireland, happen'd to be King 
at the Time it was conquer d by the Sons of Mileſius. 


VII. From the Colony of the Tuathade Damans before mention d, 
it receiv'd after this, the Name of Inis Fail, from a Stone that was 
brought by them to Ireland, call'd Lia Fail, and by ſome the Fatal 
Stone. Hettor Boetius in his Hiſtory of Scotland, calls it Saxum 
fatale. This was eſteem d an enchanted Stone, and in great Ve- 
neration for its admirable Virtues, which was to make a terrible 
Noiſe, reſembling Thunder, and to be heard at a great Diſtance, 
when any of the Royal Race of the Scyrhians ſhould Seat them- 
ſelves upon this Stone to be Crown'd, as it was then the Cuſtom, 
upon the Deceaſe of the former King; but were not the Perſon 
elected, of the Royal Blood of Scythia, not the leaſt Emotion, 
or Noiſe, proceeded from the Stone. But all Idols and diaboli- 
cal Charms loſt their Force and Virtue upon the Birth of our Sa- 


viour, and ſuch was the Fate of this Stone. 
ALL 


IRELAND 
: A 
Al I the Monarchs of Ireland upon their Succeſſion, were 
Crown d on this Stone, untill Fergus Son of Earca (the firſt King of 
Scotland of the Scythian Race) lent to his Brother Mortongh, then 
King of Ireland, to deſire that he would pleaſe to ſend him that Stone 
to Scotland, that he might be Crown d thereon, King of that 
Nation; believing, that the Crown would be more firmly fix d 
to him and his Poſterity, by the innate Virtue there was in that 
Extraordinary Stone. The King of Ireland comply d with his Re- 
ueſt, and about the Year of Chriſt, 513, Fergus upon it receiv d 
da Crown of Scotland. This Stone was kept with great Care at 
the Abby of Scone in Scotland, andit was cuſtomary tor the Kings | 
of that Country, to be Crown'd thereon, until King Edward the j 
firſt of England, had it brought from Scotland; and it is now | 
plac'dunder the Coronation Chair in eſtminfter Abby, of which | 
we ſhall ſpeake more fully hereafter, as well as of the Prophecy which 
attended it. 


VIII. Taz Sons of Milefius were deſigning to Land on this 
Iland, when appearing in fight of Wexford, the foremention'd 
Tuatha de Dannams aſſerabled together, and by their Magical Enc- 
chantments, made the Iſle appear no bigger than a Hog's Back, 
whereupon they gave it the Name Muicims, that is, the Hogs Iſle. 


IX. ITs Ninth Appellation it receiv'd likewiſe from the Sons 
of Mileſius, who nam d it Scotia, from their Mothers Name Scota, 
who was the Daughter of Pharaoh Nettonibus, King of Ag ypr, 
or perhaps from themſelves, they being Originally of the Scyrhian 


Race. 


X. Ir was alſo by theſe Sons of Milefeus call d Hibernia, ſome 
ſay from a River in Spain, call d Iherus, but as others conjecture; 
from Heber the Son of Mileſius, tho the Holy Charles Mac Cuillen- 
an is of Opinion, that it was ſocall'd from the Greek Word Hiber, 
which may ſignifie Inſula Occidentalis, or the Weſtern Iſland. 


XI. Prolomeus calls this Iſle Juernia, Solinus names it Juerna. 
Claudian ſtiles it Ferma, and Euſtatius, Varma. And it is the gene- 
ral Opinion that theſe Authors not perfectly underſtanding the deri- 
vation of the Word, varied it according to the particular Senſe 
of each. | 


XII. DIODORUS SICULUS, ſupposd to aim only as the 
others did, at the ſignification of the Word, gave it the twelfth 


Name, Irin. 


XIII. 11 


4 


The GENERAL HISTORY of 


XIII. IT was likewiſe call'd Form no Fearon IR, i. e. Irlandia or 
the Land of IR, from IR, who was the firſt of Milefius's Sons 
that was buried in that Iſle, from whence the Iſland receiv'd that 
Name; Irlandia ſignifying in the Iris Language, the Land of Ir. 
And that thus it obtain d this Name, we have Reaſon to believe, 
becauſe it is particularly mention d in the Book of Armagh, that 
this Iſland was call'd Ireo, which is as much as to ſay, the Grave 
of IR. | 


XIV. Plutarch calls it Og ygia, which ſignifies in Latin Inſula 
perantiqua, i. e. the moſt ancient Iſle; which is a very ſuitable 
Name to Ireland; it plainly appearing from the Ancient Annals of 
that Kingdom, preſerv'd by the Antiquaries, and impartially 
tranſmitted by them to Poſtterity, that ſeveral Ages have paſt, 
ſince it was firſt Inhabited, which ſhall be more fully explain d in 
the Courſe of this Hiſtory. 


The Firſt Divistonogf TRELAND. 


ARTHOL ANUS originally a Scythian, came from Greece, 


after the Deluge. He ſoon divided the Country into four Parts; 
allotting an equal Share to each of his four Sons. To ER he 
gave all the Land from Oileach Neid, in the North of Ulſter to Dub- 
lm in Leinſter. From thence toa Part in Mumſter, call'd the Iſland 
of Barrimore, he aſlign'd to his Son ORUA. From thence to 
Athcliath Mearuidhe near Galway, he beſtow'd on his Son FE A- 
RON; from that Place backwards to the before mention d Ojleach 
Neid he gave to the Poſſeſſion of his fourth Son FEARGNA. 


The Second DIVISION of I R E LAN D. 


EOTHACH, SIMON, and BRITAN, the Sons of 

NEMEDUS, being the three chief Commanders, divi- 
ded Ireland into three Parts, which they ſhared amongſt them. 
All the Land from Toirimis in the North of Conacht, to 8 River 
Boyne in Leinſter, was given to the Poſſeſſion of BEOTHACH. 
To SI MON's Share fell all from thence to the meeting of the 
three Streams near Cork in Munſter, and BRITAN enjoy d all 
the remainder, round to the foremention'd Torrmis in Conacht, 


of 


and firſt Invaded this Iſland about Three Hundred Years 
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REL: AND 
The Third Div 1510N of IRELAND, 


HIS Country was divided into five Parts, by the five Sons 

of DEL A, (the Son of LOICH nam'd FIRBOLGS) 

which at this Time are called the five Provinces of Ireland. Cam- 
brenſis confirms this, in the Account he gives of this Country, in 
theſe Words, in quiuq; enim portiones fere A.quales antiquitus hæc Re- 
gio diviſa fuit; Videlicet in Momoniam duplicem, Borealem &. Auſtra- 
lem, Lageniam Ultoniam, &. Conaciam; into frve almoſt equal Parts, 


i 


—— 


ſays he, this Country was anciently divided; wiz. The two Provin- ee e 


ces of Munſter, (Deſmond Southward, and Thumond toward the eng 


North) Leinſter, Ulfter, and Cumacht: The five Commanders of 
the Firbolgs, who governcd thoſe five Provinces, were, Slamge, 
Seangam, Gann, Geanam, and Rughraidhe; Slamge poſleſſed the 
Province of Leinſter, from Drocheda to a Place called Comarna dtri 
nuiſgeadh, which ſignifies the meeting of the three Streams: Gam 
preſided over the Province of Eachach Abhradhruadh, which began 
at the meeting of the three Streams, and extended to Bealach Con- 
glais; Seangam govern'd the Province of Conrigh Daire, from Be- 
alach Conglais to Limerick; Geanam had for his Share the Province 
of Connacht, from Limerick to Drobhaois, and Rughraidhe for his, 
the Province of Ulſter from Drobhaois to Drocheda reſi. 

Some Hiſtorians perhaps may imagine, That Ireland was divi- 
ded into three equal Parts, between the three Sons of Crarmody Aſil- 
bheoil of the Thatha de Danams, but this can hardly be ſuppos d, be- 
cauſe we have grounds to believe, that theſe Princes govern d al- 
tornately, and Reign d annually in their Turns over the whole 
Iſland. And this appears from the Reaſons that are given above, 


why Ireland was more frequently called by the Name of Eire, than 
of Fodhla or Banba. | 


The Fourth D1viszon of IRELAND, by 
the Sons of Mileſius, King of Spain. 


Galway Southward, to Eabhear-Fiom, or Heberus Fm, and the 

_ reſt that lay Northward to Ereamhon and Eiſger Reada, was agreed 

to be the Boundary between the Two Kindoms: But it is certain, 

that Ireland was never thus divided; for the two Provinces of 

Munſter, at that Time called Deifiol Eiriom, that is, the South of 

Ireland, were given to Eabhear-Fiom; the Province of Connacht and 
| C 


Leinſten 


Am ſenſible that ſome Antiquaries are of Opinion, That Ire- er er 
land was divided between Eabhear- om, and Ereambon, called be 7 eirea 


Herimon, in this manner. The whole Country from Dublin and — 
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—Y DV infer, to Ereambon, and the Province of Ulſter to Eabhear the 
Son of Ir, their Brother's Son. The Spaniſh Nobility and Military 
Forces that came over in this Expedition, were likewiſe divided be- 

3 tween theſe Three Princes, who ſeverally receiv d them as Subjects, 

nee and took them as the Supports and Ornaments of their New 
Kindgoms. 


The Fifth DIVISION of IRELAND, 5 


Cearmna aud Sobhairce. : 


HESE two Princes were of the Poſterity of Ir, and divi- 
ded the Iſland between them; Sobharrce poſſeſs d all the 


Country from Drocheda to Limerick Northward, and Cearnma had 


for his Share, the whole Territory Southward. Each of them 
built a Royal Palace in his own Kingdom, and called it by his 
own Name, the Northern Seat was called Dinm Sobhairce, and the 


Southern, Dum Mac Patrick. which is in Curcies Country to this 
Day 


The Sixth DIVISION Ugazne the Great. 


eſgep 2 G AINE Who was called the Great, divided Ireland into 

9 five and Twenty Parts, and allotted ſhares to each of 

moin his five and Twenty Children, as we ſhall have occaſion to men- 
tion more particularly in the Progreſs of this Hiſtory. 

The Seventh DIVISION FIRE LAND, Se- 
teen Conn, called of the Hundred Bat- 
tles, and Fogan Mor, that ig, Eugenius the 
Great. 

ON N and Eogam Mor, who had the Title likewiſe of Mogha 
Nuagatt, or the ſtrong Labourer,divided the Iſland equall 
ny 4 between them; all the Country Northwards, from Dublm an Gal. 


da % Way, belong'd to Cm, and from thence Southward, to Eogan Mor 


and E cr Reada was the Limits of their ſeveral Kingdoms; and from 


this Diviſion, the North Part of the Country was called Leath 
Cui, that is, Com's Share, and the South Leath Mogha, that is, 


the Share of Mogha, by which Diſtinctions thoſe two Parts of the 


Kingdom are known by thoſe Names to this Time. 

The Seven Diviſions of the Iſland which I have mention d, are 
related faithfully, in a Chronological Order, from the Ancient 
Annals of the Kingdom, where the Revolutions that happen d * 

the 


IRE LAN D. 


the Government are Recorded; I ſhall now look back to the 


Diviſion of the Country ſince the time of the Firbolss, and 
their firſt Arrival in Ireland, becauſe the Iſland to this very 
Day is divided into the ſame five Provinces, which are till 
call'd by the ſame Names. There was aStone erected at iſue- 
ach in Meath,as the Center where the ſeveralProvinces met, 


f 


which remain'd till Tuathal Teachtmhar aſcended the Iri/hleae na 
Throne, and cut off a Part from each Province, where he geo ar. 


built a royal Palace for the Monarchs of the Iſland, and ap- 
pointed this Territory as a Support and Revenue to the 
Houle of Tarah. This Tract ofthe Country is now called 
the County of Meath, and Meſt-Meath, as will appear 
hereafter, when I come to the Hiſtory of Tuathall's Reign. 


The Particular D1ivistons of MEATH. 
EFORE Itreat of the /-:/þ Provinces, I ſhall firſt de- 


ſcribe the particular Diviſions of Meath, becauſe it oo coe na 
was the royal Seat of the Kings of Ireland, and a Standing nie ano. 


Revenue for the Support of the Houſe of Tarah; a Territo- 
ry, as the Records of the Kingdom inform us, exempt 
from all Taxes, Laws, and Contributions, and Igdepen- 
dent of all the Monarchs and Princes of the Iſland, as will 
be obſerv'd hereafter in its proper Place. Meath from Eaſt 
to I eſt contain'd eighteen Tracts of Land, thirty Towns 
in each Tract, twelve Plough-Lands in every Town, ſixty 
Acres in every Plough-Land; ſo that every Tract contain'd 
three hundred and ſixty Plough-Lands, which in the 
whole, by that Computation, makes up ſix thouſand four 
hundred and eighty Plough-Lands in all Meath. There 
are two Reaſons to be given, why this Part of the Iſland 
was call'd Meath; the firſt, becauſe the parcel of Land 
that was ſeparated from every Province by Twathal Teacht- 
mbar to make up this Tract, was call'd in ih, Meidbe 
gach Coigeadb, x I is, the Neck of each Province, for the 
Word Meidbe ſignifies a Neck; from whence it came af- 
terwards, by Corruption, to be call'd Meath, tho' a- 
mong the ancient ib, it ſtill retains its proper Name 
of Conde na Meidhe. Others derive the Name from Mid- 
he, a Son of Bratha, Son of Deaghatha, who was the 


principal Druid or High Prieſt to the royal Family of Me- ene e 
imbidhb, or Nemidius. This Druid was the firſt that * 
kindled a Fire in the Iſland after the Arrival of theſe 


Foreigners, who for this ſignal Service, rewarded him 


with a Tract of Land near ¶iſneach, the Place 1 
the 


mo anf. 


pi. 
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che Fire was firſt kindled; which Tract, from the Name 
of the Druid, was call'd Midbe. The whole Extent of 
Meath was no more at firſt than this ſmall Territory, 


till the Munificence of Tuathall Teachtmhar enlarg'd its 
Bounds. 115 


The Boundaries of ME A T H, as they were 
improv'd by Tuathall Teachtmar. 


HE River Shannon it is obſerv'd runs Welt of Dub- 

lin, to the River Abhaim Rigbe, and ſo Weſtward 
to Cluanconrach, to the Freach Mills Foard, to Cumar 
Cluana Hiaraird, to Tochar Carbre, to Ganaigb Geiſille, 
to Druim Cuillin, to Biorra, to Abhain Carra Northwards, 
and ſo to Loch Ribh; all the Iſlands upon the Shannon as 
far as Lochbodearg, belongs to Meath, and from thence 
to Athlone, to Sgairbh Vachtarach, to Cumar, to Lin 
Cluana Heodhais , to Loch da Han, to Magh Cnoghbha, 
to Duibhir, Atha an Doill on the Mountain Miabb Fuaid, 
from thence to Magh an Choſnamharidh, in a Place call'd 
Cill Iſleibhe, fo to Snamh Eagnacharr, to Cumar, and to 
the River Liffee; as an old Bard thus elegantly deſcribes it. 


From Loch bo Deirgh to Biorra from thence to the Sea Side, 
To Cumar Cluana Hioraird, and to Cumar Cluana Hoirde 
The Poets celebrate in laſting Verſe 
The thirteen Tratis in Meath ; Fair Breagmhuigh 
Has five well known in the Records of Fame. 

vcorarcaf O fertile Meath, and moſt delightful Breag 

ra tte a= Tour Praiſe for ever ſhall adorn my Song; 

| Pl ' Ilhoſe fat'ning Soil along the Shannon's Side 

| Extends, till in the Ocean's rugged Waves 

| | Her Streams are loſt ; Northward the Tract of Meath 

| Reaches to Teabhtha, for Heroes famed, 

| And ſo to Carbry, markd for Men of War, 

And thence to Caſan Breag, a Place renown'd 

| | For noble Blood and Troops that never fled, 


| And Men of Learning faithful to the Truth, 
| 


3 


Meath was afterwards divided by Aodha Oirndighe Monarch 
t pom « of Ireland, between the two Sons of Dinnis the Son of 
been he Daniel, who had been King of the Ifland before him: 
Their Names were Connor and Olioll; he gave the Weſt 
of Meath to one of them, and the Eaſt, wherein was 


the royal Seat of Tarab, to the other. 


| S. The 


TRE L AND. 9 
SAS 


An Account of the Div 151 0Ns of CONACHT. 


E Province of Conacht from Limerick to Drobhaois contain'd 
nine hundred Towns or Vilages, and thirty Territories, thir- 

ty Towns in each Territory, twelve Plough- Lands in every Town, _ 
and a hundred and twenty Acres in every Plough- Land, fo that . 
there are a Thouſand and Eighty Plough- Lands in the whole Pro- et 
vince. It received it's Name, as ſome ſuppoſe from a Tryal of 
| Necromancy, between Cithneallach and Com, two Druids of the 
Tuatha de Dananns ; The Prize fell ro Com, who by his Magical 
Skill covered the whole Country of Conacht with Snow, Com- 
ſneachta ſignifying the Snow of Com; from thence it obtain d e ow 
the Name of Conacht. Others derive the Word from Cm iachta, cui ce 
that is the Children of Com (iocht ſignifying Children) becauſe 
Eochaidh Moighmheadhoin and his Poſterity who were Deſcendants 
from Prince Comm, Inhabited that part of the Iſland, which may 
be a Reaſon why the Country was called Conacht. The Province 
of Conacht was afterwards divided by Eochaidh Feidkoch between 
three Petty Princes from Fidheach to Limerick, to Fidheach the Son 
of Feig, from Galway to Dabh, to Drobhais he ſettled upon Eochaidh 
Alath, jorrus Dombnan, from Galway to Limerick upon Time the 
Son of Commrach, he be ſtowed Magh Gainibh and the old Lands 
of Taoidean from Fidheeuh to Teamhair Bhrotha niadh ; and Cruachay, 
was the Royal Seat of the Three Princes. 


| The Divistons of ULSTER. 


HE Province of Ulſter from Drobhaois to Inbher Colpa, contains 
Thirty ſix Territories, nine hundred Towns or Vilages, and 
twelve Thouſand nine Hundred and Sixty Plough-Lands are in 
the whole Province. It was called adh, that is Ulſter, from the 
Word Ollſaith, which implies Land abounding with plenty of 2 
Fiſh of all kinds, the other Neceſſaries of Life; for . 3 


Cc Word IT mon 


Oll ſignifies Great, and Saith ſignifies Wealth, as the Poet long dar 
ago obſerv d in the following Verſes. | 


Ceadaoin doluigh Judais tar ord; ar Lorg Dcamhain Diodhuil gharg 
Ccadaoin do ghabh Saint um Shaith Ceadoin do bhraith Joſa ard 
Wenz day the Traytor Judas for his Guide 

Made choice of Satan and the Fiends below ; 


when blinded with deſire of Wealth that Day 
He baſely fold his Maſter. | 


D | Or 
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Or perhaps the Province received its Name from Ollamb 
Fodhla, which the Poet intimates in theſe Verſes. 


Ollamh Fodhla Feochair Ghoil uaidh do hainmniagh Ulladh 
Jar bhirfeas Teanthrach na dtreabh as leis ar dtuis do hoirneadh. 
From Ollamh Fodhla, Ulſter had its Name 
A Wiſe and Valiant Prince who firſt aſſembled 
e Royal Parliament of Tarah. 5 


There were two Royal Seats in the Province of Ulſter Eambain 
Mhacha and Oileach Neidh. - 


The Divistons of LEINSTER. 


"THE Province of Leinſter from Inbher Colpa now called 

Drocheda to the Meeting of the three Streams in the 

Bounds of Aſunſter, conſiſts of Thirty one Territories, which contain 

nine Hundred and Thirty Towns or Villages, and Eleven Thou- 

ſand ſeven Hundred and Sixty Plough-Lands: The Province 

received its Name from Laighm, that is the Long Spears which 
dub gall 

canrs le Were the Weapons the Gauls made uſe of when they Invaded the 

La5ras low- Iſland under LabbraLoing ſeach when firſt they came on Shore in this 

Te part of the Kingdom, which afterwards was called Laighin that is 

a Spear. Theſ: Foreigners ſlew in Dmrigh Cobhthach Caolmbreace 

Monarch of Ireland with one of theſe Weapons, which gave 


occalion to theſe Lines of the Poet. 


Da chead ar fhithid Cead Gall go Laighnibh leathna leo anall 
Ona Laignibh Sin gan oil diobh Rohainmnigheadh Laigion 
From the Broad Spears of the Invading Gauls 

The Province had its Name. 


The Royal Seats that were in Leinſter where the Kings of the 
Country kept their Court, were Dimrigh and the Naas. 


Of the PRovince of EOCHAIDH 
ABHRADHRUADE 


> 3 HE Province of Eochaidh Abhradbruadh reaching from 
| Cork to Limerick Eaſtward, and ſo to the Meeting of 
the three Streams, contains Thirty five Territories, in whichare 
twelve Thouſand fix Hundred Plough-Lands. It is called Eaſt 
eu gerot Munſter, and the two Royal Seats where the Kings of the Pro- 
dur dur yince kept their Court were Dungerott and Dunjaſg. 


4's of 


IREL AN D. 


Of the Province of CONRIGH M A C- 
DAIRI. | 


HIS Province extending from Bealach Conglais b 

the Counties of Cork and Limerick, to the Weſt of Irc- 

land, contain d Thirty five Territories, in which were a Thouſand 
and Fifty Towns or Villages, and there were twelve Thouſand {1x 
Hundred Plough-Lands in all the Weſt of Munſter ; The two Pa- 
laces where the Princes of the Province gave Audience, were 
Dungclaire and Dumeochairmhaghe. The two Diviſions of Munſter 
were Govern'd by two Families that Deſcended from Dairme and 
Deirgthene, till the Reign of Oilioll Olum, who was of the Poſte- 
rity of Deirgthene. This Prince after he had Baniſhed Macon, who 
was of the Line of Darrie, out of the Iſland, Aſſumed the Go- 
vernment of both Provinces, and ſettled the Succeſſion upon 
two of his own Iſſue under this Reſtriction, that the 
Poſterity of his two Sons Eogan Mor and Cormac Cas ſhould ſuc- 
ceed Alternately, that is the Eldeſt of theſe Princes was to Reign 
during his Life, but upon his Demiſe his Son was not to inhe- 
rit but his Brother if alive, or the next Heir of his Family, and 
then the Crown was to return again, and this Limitation was 
obſerv d for many Ages without any Diſpute or Quarrel between 
the two Houſes. The four Royal Seats that I have mention d, 
was the Places where the Kings of Munſter reſided till the Time 
of Core Son of Luidhdbeach who Govern'd that Province, and 
in his Reign it was that Caſhel was firſt diſcovered after this 


11 


— 


coe 


conr'r, we 


ge aryo 


Manner. The Place which is now called Carraick Patrick where 
the Royal Palace of Caſhel was built, was Originally cover'd 


with Woods, and called Stthdbrum being wholly Deſert and Un- 
inhabired, and uſed only as a Paſture for Beaſts. It fo fell out 
that two Herdſmen Ciolarn and Durdre the one belonging to the 
King of Ely, the other to the King of Muſcrie Tire which we call 
Ormond, drove their Herds into the Wood to Feed, and when 


ning they diſcover'd a molt Beautiful Perſon, who advancing to- 


Rog Mvye- 


rod de 


: | «gry RR 
they had continued there for ſome Time, upon a certain Eve- Me 


ward them began to Sing with a ſoft and Mclodious Voice, and 


then walking ſolemnly about, he Conſecrated as it were that Spot of 
Land wherein the Palace of Caſhel was built; and Propheſying aloud 
of the Coming of St. Patrick, ſoon after which he vaniſhed. The 
Herdſmen ſurpriſed at ſo unuſual a Sight, when they came to 
their Homes, related what they had ſeen ; till at length the Hiſto- 
ry reached the Court of Core Son of Luighdheach King of Mumſler, 


This Prince from a Senſe of Religion repaired immediately to 


Stot haha 


Conc nes 
lunge d 
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COVN Siothdhruim, afterwards called Caſhel, and built there a moſt 
Srately Palace and called it Lios na Laochruidhe , which he made 
the Seat of his Reſidence 5 he received the Taxes and Reve- 

erat os Ives of his Kingdom upon Carriaic Patrick, that is Patrick's 

broeat cory Rock, but then called Caiſtoil or Cios oil, for Cias, ſignifies Rent, 

dil and oil in. Iriſb is a Rock or Stone; and therefore the King of 
Munſter receiving his Rents and Taxes upon the Stone, by 


joyning the Words Cais and oil, this Royal Palace came after- 
wards to be called Caſhel. 


The Particular D 1v 1810Ns of the Province 


f MUNSTER. 


HEN Otlioll olum governed the two Provinces of Mun- 

fer, he divided them into five Parts, called in gene- 

ral the Province of Munſter. Thumond which is the firſt Part, 

extends in length from Leim Congeuloin to Slighe dhala called bealach 

Mor in Ofſery, the Breadth of it is from Sliabh Eachtighe to Sliabh 

Eibh Inme. All the Country from Sliabh Eachtigh to Limerick 

belong d Originally to the Province of Conacht, till Luighuidh, 

Mean who Deſcended from Cormac Cas made a Conquelt of it 

by his Sword, and added it to the Province of Munſter. This 

Tra& was called Garbh Fhearon Lußgeadh that is the Lands of 

Luigheadh. This Country to Dailgeais was exempt from all 

Tributes and Taxes, and paid no Revenue to any of the Kings 

of Ireland. The Second Diviſion called Urmbumba, that is Or- 

mond, extends in Length from Gabhram to Cuambchoill near Tip- 

perary, and its Breadth is from a Place called Bearnan Eile to 

Oilean Vibhric. The Third Part called Meadhon Mummhoin or 

middle Mwnfler, reaches in Length from Cnamchoill to Luac hair 

dheaghadh. The Fourth Part is diſtinguiſhed by the Name of 

Jarmbumbom, that is, Welt Munſter, and its Length is from 
Luachairdheaghadh Weltwards to the Main Ocean, ai. its Breadth 

from Glenrouchty to the Shannon. The Laſt Diviſion called 

Ceaſmbumhain, or South Minſter,extendsin Length from Sliabh Caom 

Southwards to the Sea. The two Provinces of Munſter are 

called in the Iri Language da Coigeadh Mumban from the Word 

Mumho, which ſignifies Great or of large Extent, becauſe they in- 

end zelude a greater Tract of Land than any other Province in the 

Netz aulas Whole Ifland ; for tho I have mentioned that the Province of 

cri dE U ſſer contain d Thirty ſix Territories, yet it conſiſted but of 

at waa Thirty rhree, till the Kingdom was divided into Provinces ; 


Se ano Nog Then it was that Carbre Niadbnar, King of Leinſter, beſtow'd all 
e r 5 the Country from Loch an Choigeadh to the Sea, upon Conor, the 


hutlas King of Ulſter andcontrary to thePraCtice of latter Ages, added it to 
his 


l L 13 
his Province, as a Reward for obtaining his Daughter in Mar. 
riage, as will be obſery d more Particular in the Courſe of 
this Hiſtory, 

I x the whole Kingdom of Ireland were a Hundred and Eight 
five Territories, or Tracts of Land, contaning five Thouſand 
five Hundred and Fifty Towns, in which were Sixty ſix Thou- 1 ow 
ſand and ſix Hundred Plough-Lands, according to the Land fea com 
Meaſure of the Ancient Iri/6, which was much larger than what rg 
was obſerv d in England, for one Acre in Ireland would make two ph jt i 
or three Acres of the Engliſs, as they are now Computed. 1 


/ 
An Account of the Archbiſhopricks and Biſhop- 
ricks in IRELAND. ; 


[I HERE are four Archbiſhops in the Kingdom of Trelamd, 
the Archbiſhop of Ardmach Primate of the whole King- 
dom, the Archbiſhop of Dublin, the Archbiſhop of Caſhel, and 
the Archbiſhop of Tum. Under the Primate is the Biſhop of *5Y _ 
Meath called by Cambden the Biſhop of Aolna Mirion, from a large Ok . 
Stone that ſtands in Viſneach by the Name of Aolna Mirim; This os 
Stone was the Boundary of the five Provinces of Ireland before 
a Part was taken from each Province to Form the Country of 
Meath 3; and becauſe it was Erected as a Land-Mark to diſtin- 
guiſh the Limits of each Province, it was called Aoilna Mirion, for 
the Word Mir or Mirion ſignifies in the Iriſh Language a Share or 
Part of a Thing, and Aol ſignifies a Stone; It was Stiled like- 
wile Clock na Gcoigeadh, or the Provincial Stone, becauſe it was a dot vd vin 
fixed Center at - Mecting of the fave Provinces. Under the ere 
Juriſdiction of the Primate, are alſo the Biſhop of Dunda Leithgh- 
las, the Biſhop of Clocher or Louth, the Biſhop of Rathboth or 
Rapho, the Biſhop of Rathbuck, the Biſhop of Dailniachair, and 
the Biſhop of Derry. | 

THE Archbiſhop of Dublin has under him the Biſhop of REI 
Gleandaloch, the Biſhop of Fearns o Fearna, the Biſhop of Oſſery, - k and 
the Biſhop of Leithghlin, and the Biſhop of Kildare. 
Tu x following Biſhops are under the Government of the 
Archbiſhop of Caſhel, the Biſhop of Killaloe, the Biſhop of 
Limerick, the Biſhop of Imſcatha, the Biſhop of Kilfenore, the <4 edfs 
Biſhop of Emly, the Biſhop of Roſcre, the Biſhop of Waterford, d 
the Biſhop of Liſmore, the Biſhop of Clom or Cluam uam aigh, the 
Biſhop of Cork, the Biſhop of Roſſcarbry, and the Biſhop of 
Ardfeart. 

TH x Juriſdiction of the Archbiſhop of Tham, extends ovet 
the Biſhop of Kill Mac Duach, the Biſhop of Maigheo or Mow 

E x 
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CV the Biſhop of Anarchduin, the Bilhop of Cill iarthair, the Biſhop 
of Roſcomon, the Biſhop of Cluainfcart, the Biſhop of Achoury, 
the Biſhop of Cil/aluidh, the Biſhop of Conaine, the Biſhop of Cill 
Mac Duacht, the Biſhop Cill monuach and the Biſhop of Eplin. 
Theſe Archiepiſcopal Sees were firſt Erected in the Year of Chriſt, 
one Thouſand one Hundred and Fifty two, according to Camb- 
den, from whom TI have given an Account of many Biſhopricks, 
that are now no where to be found, either becauſe they are whol- 
ly aboliſhed, or united to other Sces, as the Biſhopricks of Liſ- 
more and Waterford are now but one Dioceſs, and the Sees of 
Cork and Cluam arc under one Biſhop. 


The Situation of IRELAND. 


HE Kingdom of Ireland is bounded by Spam on the South- 

Weſt, and by France on the South-Eaſt, England lies due 

do 7 de na Eaſt, and Scotland North-Eaſt, and the Main Ocean due Weſt 
berpioß an- of it. The Iſland is obſerv'd by Magmus in Notes upon Prolo- 
5 my to reſemble the Form of an Egg, and it lies between Fifty 
one and Fifty five of Latitude; according to the ſame Author, 

the longeſt Day in the South-Eaſt part of the Kingdom is ſix- 

teen hours and three Quarters, and in the North, full eighteen 

hours. The length of the Iſland is computed from a Place call- 

ed Carn ui Neid in the South to Cloch and Stacain in Ulſter, and the 

Breadth from Inbher Mor to Hiarus Dombuomm. It is not the 

„ «ro af Proper Bulinels of this Hiſtory to deſcribe particularly the Ci- 
ee qt hallci- ties, Towns, Harbors and Creeks of the Kingdom of Ireland, 


ara 14 becauſe Cambden in his new Chronicle has given a full Account of 


been them, and they will fall under Conſideration as far as is neceſ- 


danmmuẽ- ſary when we come to ſpeak of the Invaſion of this Iſland by 
« UP dT- ' 
cui gdbal- the Engliſh. 
Cu Ball 
An Account of the Firft Inhabitants of T R E- 
LAND, extracted from the moſt Ancient 
Manuſcripts of the Kingdom. 


do enuror 100 give a Regular Account of the firſt Inhabitants of Ire- 
ad an dom land, I am obliged to begin at the Creation of the World ; 
ain anſo 


but it is not to be expected that at the Diſtance of ſo many 
Thouſand Years, I ſhould omit taking notice of fome remark- 
able Paſſages which may be Cenſured as Fabulous, and it would 
be ſevere Treatment to judge of the value of this Hiſtory, by the 
Credibility of ſuch Relations; however, the Ancient Manuſcripts 
of the Kingdom are the Guides I ſhall chiefly follow. Iris . 

ible 
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ſible for me to have other Lights, which how obſcure ſoever, are 
to be regarded for their Antiquity, and to be uſed with Can- 
dour, conſidering the Superſtition and Ignorance of thoſe 
dark Ages. | 

ADAM. the firſt of Human Race was Created upon the 
ſixth Day of the Age of the World, and when he lived fifteen os tro; 
Years he begat Cam and his Siſter Colmana, thirty Years after his ad df 
Creation he begat Abel and Delbora his Siſter, and when he was a 
Hundred and Thirty Years old he begat Seth, according, to the 
Computation of the Velſb in the Polichronicon. 


The Genealogie of Noan to APD AM, and the di- 
ſtance of Time from A DA M to the Deluge. 


OAH was the Son of Lamech, Son of Methuſelah, Son 

of Enoch, Son of Mahalaleel, Son of Enos, Son of Seth, 
Son of Adam the Great Anceſtor of Mankind, whoſe Deſcen- 
dants inhabited the Earth till the General Deluge, when the * 
whole Poſterity were reduced to the ſmall number of Noah's Fa- Ya 
mily. The diſtance of Time from Adam to the Flood was ſix- 
teen Hundred and Fifty ſix Years as the Poet obſerves in the fol- 


lowing Diſticht. 


Cead Aimſer an bheatha bhin otha adamh go Dilinn 
Se Bliadhna Caogad radhngle ar ſe cheaduibh ar mhile, 
From the ſixth Day, when Adam firſt was form d 
Till God's avenging Wrath drowned all the World 
Was fifty ſix and ſixteen Hundred Tears. 


Another Author of Great Antiquity agrees with this account; de mor- 
His verſe is rough according to the Poetry of thoſe Times, and *f an Fe 
may thus be expreſſed in Engli/h. 


Six Hundred and a Thouſand Tears 
And Fifty ſix it plain appears 

Was all the Time the World had ſtood 
From the Creation to the Flood. 


The Age of Noah, and of his Forefathers is thus computed. 
Noah lived nine Hundred and Fifty Years, Lamech ſeven Hun-ao na 1g> 
dred ſeventy ſeven, Methuſelah nine Hundred ſixty nine, Enoch at aineaè 
three Hundred ſixty nine, Iared, nine Hundred and ſixty two, 
Nahalaleel eight Hundred and ninety five, Caman nine Hundred 
and ten, Enos nine Hundred and five, Seth nine Hundred 
and twelve, and Adam nine Hundred and thirty Vears. 


The 
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LES III 


The Diviston of the World between the Sons 
F NOAHE. 


13 H E Wicked Cain by the Murder of his Righteous Brother 

did not only derive a Curſe upon his own Head, but his 

ane . Poſterity were allo markd by God with a Brand of Infamy, 

man i inſomuch that the Deſcendants of Seth were expreſly forbidden, 

atnFmae to contract any Friendſhip of Alliance with them, and were 

commanded to avoid them as Perſons abandon'd by Heaven 

and wholly out of the Care of Divine Providence. But this 

Injunction was ſoon diſobeyed by the Family of Seth, who Mar- 

ried promiſcuouſly into that curſed Line, and by their Sins 

brought down the Vengeance of God upon their own Heads, 

and upon all the Inhabitants of the Earth by a general Deluge, 

the Family of Noah only excepted. This Man found favour in 

the ſight of God, who for his Piety and Obedience to his Com- 

mand preſcrv'd him and his Children in this Dreadful Viſitation. 

He with his Wife Cobha, and his three Sons, Shem, Ham and 

Fapheth with their three Wives, Olla, Olvia and Olibana ſurvived 

oo bh Noch the Drowning of the World, which was afterwards divided into 

y« th three Parts, by Noah the Monarch of the Univerſe, and beſtow- 

fle 8 ed upon his three Sons; to Shem he gave Aſia, to Ham Africa, 

and Europe to Japheth, this Diviſion of the whole Earth is thus 
Recorded by an Antient Poet. 


Sem do ghaoh an Aſia ait Cam gon acloin an Afraic 
Japher ſa mhic is iad do ghbh an Eouruip. 

Shem over Aſia did the Scepter bear 

Ham govern'd Africa for heat ſevere 0 

And Japhet rul d in Europe's cooler Air 


An Account of the Poſterity of the three Sons of Noah from whont 
deſcended the ſeventy two Families that attempted the Building of 
the Tower Babel. 


Shem was the Father of twenty ſeven Sons, from whom came 
Axphaxed, Aſſur and Perſuir, and from them Deſcended the 
do tlom Nation of the Hebrews. Ham had thirty Sons and Japhet had 
8 oaß fifteen; the Poſterity of Japhet inhabited moſt of the Northern 
4 Country's of Aſia, and all Europe; Magog one of the Sons of 
Fapher was the great Anceſtors of the Scyrhians, and the ſeveral 

Families that invaded the Kingdom of Ireland after the Flood, 

before the Mileſians made a Conqueſt of the Iſland; and this will 
more fully appear in the Body of this Hiſtory. / 

O 
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Wm 


Of the firft Invafim f IRELAND before 
the Flood. 


T has been a general Complaint of Hiſtorians, that in ce 9 ge- 
ſearching into the Beginning of Kingdoms, and diſcovering a ©1012 

the firſt Inhabitants of Countries, they are always perplex'd with 8 bs. 
inſuperable Difficulties, and the higher they purſue their Inqui-eν7 
ries, and the nearer they come to the Origin of a Nation, the 
more obſcure and involv'd are the Antiquities of it, and all ar 
laſt, ends in Romantick and Fabulous Relations, that are ſcarce 
Worthy of a Place in Hiſtorical Writings ; bur yer all Authors 
for want of better Information, and for the ſake of Method, 

are obliged ro mention the Accounts they meet with, how uncer- 
tain or incredible ſoever; and it is for the ſame Reaſon, that I 
ſhall Tranſcribe what is obſerv d by the old Antiquaries, concern- 
ing the firſt Invaſion of Ireland before the Flood; nor that I would 
be thought to give Credit to ſuch Chimerical Traditions, or 
would impoſe them upon the Belief of others, bur I ſhall offer 
them faithfully as they are Recorded in the moſt Ancient Manu- 
ſcripts that Treat of the firſt Inhabitants of that Kingdom, 

Various are the Opinions concerning the firſt Mortal that ſer 

a Foot upon this Iſland ; we are told by ſome, that three of 
the Daughters of Cain arrived here ſeveral Hundred Years before 
the Deluge, and the old Poet gives us this Account. 


Tri hingiona chaid hin chain Mar aon is Seth mac Adhaimh 
Ad Chonairc Banba ar Uus as Meabhair liom Aniomthus 
The Three fair Daughters of the Curſed Cain 

With Seth the Son of Adam firſt beheld | 

The Iſe of Banba. 


The White Book which in the Iriſs is called Leabhar dhromateaba bc. 
Sneachta informs us, that the Eldeſt of theſe Siſters was called na pre<fa 
Banba, ho gave a Name to the whole Kingdom. After them“ '? 
we are told that three Men and fifty Women arrived in the Iſland, 
one of them was called Ladhra, from whom was derived the 

Name of Ardladhan; Theſe People liv'd forty Years in the 
Country, and at laſt they all hel of a certain Diſtemper in a 
weeks Time; from their Death, it is ſaid, that the Iſland was un- 
inhabited for the Space of two Hundred Years, till the World 
was Drown'd. 

We are told by others, that the firſt who ſer Foot upon the 
Iſland were three Fiſhermen, that were driven thither by a Storm 


F from 
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tom the Coaſt of Spain; they were pleaſed with the Diſcovery 
they had made, and reſolv'd to ſettle in the Country; but they 
agreed firſt to go back for their Wives, and in their return were 
unfortunately drowned by the Waters of the Deluge, at a Place 
das as called Teath Inbhir. The Names of theſe three Fiſhermen were 
© 4" Capa, Laighne and Luaſat, and for this Tradition we have 
b 1551p | 
the Authority of the Poet, who ſays. 


Capa, Laighne is Luaſat ghrin bhadar, bliadhain re ndilinn 
For Inis Banba na mban bhadar go calma comhlan 


Twelve Months before the Flood the Noble Iſle 
Of Banba firſ# was ſeen by Capa, Laighne, 
And Luaſat, Men of Strength and fit for War. 


Others again are of Opinion, that Ceaſar the Daughter of Bith, 
was the firſt that came into the Iſland before the Deluge, the 
Poet ſpeaks thus to the ſame Purpoſe. 


Ceaſar inghin Bheatha bhuain Dalta Sabhuill mac nionuaill 
An Chead bhean chalma do chinn, Dinis Banba ria ndilinn 
Ceaſar Daughter of the Good Beatha 

Nurs'd by the careful Hand of Sabhuill 

Was the firſt Woman in the Liſt of Fame 

That ſet a Foot on Banba's rugged Shore 

Before the World was drowned. 


The Manuſcripts of Ireland, though not Credited by 
their Antiquaries, give this Account of Ceafars firſt coming 
into this Iſland. When Noah was Building the Ark to 

mm seg preſerve himſelf and his Family from the Deluge, Birh 
Fes do the Father of Ceaſar, ſent to deſire an Apartment for him 
omerce and his Daughter to ſave them from the Approaching Danger. 
re af ceay? Noah having no Authority from Heaven to receive them into 
i cad eg the Ark denied his requeſt. Upon this Repulſe, Bith, Hontan 
wre anS gu- the Husband of Ceaſar, and Ladbra her Brother, conſulted among 
bn themſelves what Meaſures they ſhould take in this Extremity ; bur 
coming to no Reſolution, Ceaſar thought it proper to apply to an 
Idol and know how they ſhould ſecure orion and Families from 
the Flood, which by the Preaching of Noah they found would 
drown the whole World. They conſented Unanimouſly to 
this Advice and (as the Devil ever attempred to Ape and Imi- 
rare Almighty God) the Oracle enjoyn'd them to build a Ship, in 
the Form of the Ark that Noah was preparing, and when they 
had laid in Proviſions for a long Voyage, they ſhould commit 
themſelves to the Mercy of the Waves ; but the Idol had no 


Knowledge of the Time when the Rains ſhould begin to 


deſeend 
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deſcend upon the Earth : They immediately apply d them Y 
ſelves to the Work, and with great Labour and Applicati- 

on at length fitted out the Veſſel and put to Sea. The 

Perſons that went on Board in this Manner, were Bith, 

Ladbra and Nontan with their Wives Ceaſar, Barran, and 

Balbha, and fifty of the moſt Beautiful Women that would ref t- 
venture along with them ; Theſe raw Sailors for want of 2 e 
Skill in Navigation, were toſſed and driven from Sea tod mn 
Sea for the Space of ſeven Years and a Quarter, till the 

Arrived at laſt upon the Weſtern Coaſt of Ireland, and Land- 

ed at a Place called Dun na mbarc in the Barony of Corchadu 


ihne, as we may obſerve by the following Verles. 


As ann ghabhadar port ag Dun na mbarc an bhanntracht 
Agcul Ceaſrach agrich Charin acuig diag dia Sathrain. 
The trembling Fair now unknown Climes explore 

And Sea ſick Lands upon the Weſtern Shore 

Of Ireland in Ceaſara's A cod. 


They came into the Iſland forty Days before the Waters da Fla 
began to overſpread the Earth. Another old Poet gives 25 
the ſame Account of theſe Adventures, with this Additional 


Circumſtance, that they began their Voyage from an Eaſtern 
Part of the World. 


Do luig Anoir Ceaſar inghin bheatha an bhean 
Gon a Coagad ingean Agus gon a triar fear. 
Ccalar the fair Daughter of Beatha 
Sail d from the Eaſt with fifty Women more 
Attended by three Men for Valour fam d. 


When the Ship came cloſe to the Shore of Dun na mbarc on 
the Weſtern Part of the Iſland, the firſt that fer Foot upon the 
Land was Ladbra, the firſt Mortal that ever was upon the Iſland, 
according to thoſe Antiquaries who fay, that Ireland was 
never Inſabired before the Flood, but by Czaſar and thoſe 
who followed her Fortune in that Voyage. The Mountain S/ 
abh Beatha in that Country received its Name from Beatha, Feart 
Fiontan a Place near Lochdeirg was ſo called from Hontan, and from 
Ceaſar a Place in Conacht, was called Carn Ceaſar. Theſe new Inha- 
bitants when they had all Landed, began to make Diſcoveries in 
the Iſland, and they Travelled together till they came to the Foun- 
rain Head of the Rivers, Sieur Hoir and Berbha ; here it was that the pow d 
three Men agreed to divide the Fifty Women between them. Fion- way 
tan, beſides his Wife Ceaſar had ſeventeen for his Share, Bib we 
had his Wife Barran and ſeventeen more, and Ladhra had his 


Wite 
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A pyife Balbha, and was ſatisfied with the ſixteen that remain d; 
After this Diviſion Ladhra ſet out with his Share of the Women 
and came to Ardladhron where he ſettled and died. His Wife with 
the Women that belong d to her thought fit to remove and return 
to Ceaſar 3 Theſe Women were divided between Bith and Fiontan ; 
Bith took his Number to Shabh Beatha, where he died. The Wo- 
men that he left, apply'd themſelves to Fontan, who unable to 
comply with the Expectations of his Seragho, was reſolv d to leave 
them; and ſo ran away and came to Leinſter. His Wife Ceaſar up- 
on the Loſs of her Husband, removed to a Place called C:aſara's 

b ceard M bod, in Conacht, where out of Grief for her Husbands Abſence 

and the Death of her Father and Brother, ſhe broke her Heart; 

hat fa pi and this happen'd but ſix Days before the Deluge, as the Poet 
obſerves in the Pſalter of Caſhel. 


As iad San iar nuair bheachta andaoigeadha animheachta 

Ni raibh acht Scachtmhain na ndhia uaithuibh gus an geathracha, 
And thus they dyed, as Fate decreed they ſhou'd, 

Stix Days before the riſmg of the Flood. 


<vizateaz. This is thought by theIri/5 Annals to be an unaccountable Re- 
re ia va lation, which it 1s impoſſible to give the leaſt Credit to; Nor have 
3 inſerted it in the beginning of this Hiſtory with any Deſign that 
a den ꝑi-· it ſhould be believed, but only for the fake of Order, out 
c of Reſpect to ſome Records of the Kingdom, that makes 
Mention of it; but from whence Intelligence could be 

had of what paſt in this Iſland before the Flood, it is out of my 

Power to conceive; and I never read of any Monuments or 
Inſcriptions upon Pillars, to inform Poſterity of ſuch Tranſacti- 

ons. To ſay that Fiontan preſerved himſelf alive in the time of 

the Deluge is incredible in it (elf, and contrary to the Authority of 
Scripture, which Mentions but Eight Perſons that ſurvived 

the Flood, and every one knows thar Fontan was not one 

of thoſe Perſons. We have indeed ſome Ancient Manu- 

ſcripts that give a Legendary Account of Four Perſons, Fors, 

Fearon, Andord,and this Fiontan, that as they ſay, lived before and af- 

ter the Deluge, and afterwards divided and poſſeſſed them- 

ſelves of the Four Parts of the World; but our Antiquaries 

that are beſt acquainted with the Hiſtory of Ireland, reject 

ſuch Fables with a juſt Indignation, ſuppoſing that choſe Au- 

thors who thus endeavour to deceive Mankind, have no other 

delign but to bring the Genuine Antiquities of this King- 

dom into Contempt. As for ſuch of them who fay thar 

Fiontan was drowned in the Flood, and afterwards came to 

Life, and lived long to Publiſh the Antediluvian Hiſtory of 

the 
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the Iſland, what can they propoſe by ſuch Chimerical "YV 
Relations, but to amuſe the ignorant with ſtrange and 
Romantick Tales, to corrupt and perplex the original An- 
nals, and to raiſe a Jealouſy that no manner of Credit 
is to be given to the true and authentick Chronicles of 
that Kingdom ? 

Beſides, ſuppoſing it were poſſible that this Hontan 
could preſerve himſelf in the Deluge, and live after it; 
how came it to paſs that no Authors of anyCharacter, have 
tranſmitted an Account of it to Poſterity, that no Philoſo- 
phers and Men of univerſal Learning of this Nation who 
were curious in diſcovering the Antiquities of their own 
Country ſhould omit taking notice of ſo memorable an 
Event, and paſs it over in Silence and unregarded? The 
whole Account therefore is no more than a ſpurious Le- 
gend, a poetical Fiction deſign'd to ſurpriſe Perſons of low 
Capacities, and to impoſe upon the ſuperſtitious Vulgar, of 
too weak a Judgment to apprehend or detect the Falſ- 
hood of it. N 

I muſt own there is a very good reaſon for me to believe 
that there was a very old Man in the time of St Patrick, who 
lived ſome hundred Vears before; and gave him a particu- 
lar Account of the Hiſtory of the Iſland; not only relating 
to ſome of the moſt remarkable Tranſactions of his own 
time, but he delivered down the Traditions he had re- 
ceived from his Anceſtors that concerned the Antiqui- 
ties of the Kingdom: But the Name of this Perſon was do dae 
Tuam the Son of Carril, if we believe ſome Antiquarics, >» g 
or, if we give credit to others, Roanus, that is, Caozlte — 
Mac Ronam, who was above three hundred Years old, 
and inform'd St. Patrick of the Obſervations he had 
made thro? the Courſe of a long Life, relating to the 
Affairs of his own Country. This Caoilte was certainly 

the Man that was afterwards called Roanus or Ronanns ; 

for there is not an old Record or Manuſcript of anyAutho- 
rity in the Kingdom which makes not mention of Fiontan 
by thoſe Names; and therefore Giraldus Cambrenſis could 
have no Foundation but his own Fancy for calling Hon— 
tan by the Name of Roanus or Ronauus; and to ſhew his re Can- 
Ignorance the more, confounds the Names, and under- 223 
ſtands the one for the other: This Author deſerves no ag nuas 
manner of Regard or Credit to be given him, and hisChro- 8 
nicle is the moſt partial Repreſentation of the 2 Hiſtory eee 
that was ever imꝑoſed upon any Nation in the World; he 4 er 
has endeavour'd to make the venerable Antiquities of the“ 
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Iſland a mere Fable, and given occaſion to the Hiſtorians 
that came after him to abuſe the World with the ſame ficti- 
tious Relations. This Caoilte therefore muſt be the Perſon 
who went afterwards by the Name of Nonanus; for the an- 
cient Manuſcripts of the Kingdom always mention him 
this Name, and he is ſo called in a Book that he writ 
himſelf (to be found among the Works of St. Patrich) 
under the Title of Hiſtoria Hiberniæ; for in the Title 
Page, where the Name of the Author is particularly ex- 
preſſed, it is ſaid to be written Aubore Ronano. 

There is another Falſhood to be met with in Doctor 
Hanmer's Chronicle, which I am obliged to obſerve in 
this place, not only to ſhew the Partiality of that Wri- 
ter, but to vindicate the 77 Nation from thoſe vile 
Aſſertions that ſuch Retailers of Hiſtory have fixed upon 
them, who ſtudy to repreſent them as the moſt igno- 
rant and ſuperſtitious People upon the face of the Earth. 
ThisAuthor, for reaſons beſt known to himſelf, would have 
us believe that the Gadel:ans, or the old Iriſh, had a great 
Veneration for the Memory of this Fontan, whom he calls 
Roanus, and for the Account he gave of the Antiquities 
of that Kingdom. He lived it [HO before the Flood, 
preſerved himſelf in the Deluge, and continued alive 
about two thouſand Years after. In his Travels about 
the Iſland he met with St. Patrick, and related to him 
the Tranſactions of many paſt Ages: This Sat 
made a Convert of him to Chriſtianity, and baptized 
him, and about a Year after he died. He was buried 
near Loch Ribh, in a place where he ſays there is a 
Church dedicated to him by his own Name, which 1s 
now to be found in the Calendar of the Iriſh Saints: 
But there is not an Antiquary or a Manuſcript of any 
Authority that encourages theſe Romantic Tales; and, 
it is a common Practice of the Eugliſh Writers to debaſe 
the Antiquities, and to raiſe a Character of their own 
Nation, upon the Ruins of the ancient /77/þ; but withal 
they ſufficiently expoſe their ownIgnorance and Incapacity 


for hiſtorical Writings, by Reaſon they give three ſeve- 
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ral Names to the very ſame Perſon. He is called Fon- 
tan (but Roanus by Gnaldus Cambrenſis) and Caoilte Mac 
Ronam, who was baptized by St. Patrick, and diſcovered 
to him the original Accounts of the Iſland; and Ruan 
who conſecrated Lothra in Ormond near Loch Dierg, not 
Loch Ribh, as Hanmer would impoſe upon us. Bur I 

have no more time to throw away in refuting the Falſ- 


= hoods 


hoods of this diſingenuous Author or the Writers he fol- 
lowed. As for the Name Roanus] ſuppoſe Grraldus miſtook 
and at firſt wrote it for Ronauus, which led others 
who came after him into the ſame Error, and ſo it has 
been taken upon truſt, and delivered down; and Rya- 
nus is the current Name with common Hiſtorians to this 


Day. 


An Account of the firfl Inhabitants of IR E- 
LAND after the Flood. 


f | HE firſt Perſon who ſet Foot upon the Ifland 


after the Deluge, was (according to ſome Anti- 
quaries) a Meſſenger, whoſe Name was Adhzz2 the Son 

of Beatha, ſent by Mon the Son of Pelus to diſcover 

the Soil of the Country. He landed upon the Coaſt 
about ſevenſcore Years after the Flood, but made no 
ſtay ; he only pluck'd up an Handful of Graſs as a Proof, do ye 
and returned with it to his Maſter. This Adventure is Scan 
mentioned by an old Poet, whole Verſes are to be found, u. 
in the P/alter of Caſhel, and begin thus, Fuairios, vide 
P'ſaltier Cha ſbel. 


Adhna Biotha's Son, we all agree 


After the Flood, firſt try'd the Iriſh Sea, 
He prov'd the Soil, and from the Earth he tore 


A Handful of rich Graſs, then left the Shore, 
And ſo returned, | 


This (as our Antiquaries obſerve) ought not, ſtrict- 
ly ſpeaking, to be reckoned a Peopling of the Iſland, 
becauſe the Meſſenger made no ſtay, and left no Inhabi- 
tants behind him; but for the ſake of Method it was 
thought not improper to mention it, the better to in- 
troduce the Hiſtory of the firſt Colony, who ſettled in 
and took poſſeſſion of the Country. 1 
The Kingdom of lreland lay wild and uninhabited ge. 
for the Space of three hundred Years after the Deluge, Pon, 
till Partholanus Son of Seara, Son of Hu, Son of Haſiu, 
Son of Framant, Son of Fathochda, Son of Magog, Son 
of Japbhet, Son of Noah, arrived there with his People; 
this the Poet takes notice of after this manner. 


The 
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The Weſtern Je three hundred Tears lay waſte, 


Since the wide Waves the ſtubborn World defac d, 
Till Partholanus landed. | 


By this Computation I am induced to believe that it 
was about two and twenty Years before Abraham was 
born that Partholanus came into Ireland, and in the 
Year of the World one thouſand nine hundred ſeventy 
eight, as the Poet obſerves. 


A thouſand and nine hundred Tears had paſt, 
And ſeventy eight, ſince Adam firſt was formed, 
Till righteous Abraham was born. 
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I am not of the Opinion of thoſe Authors, who ima- 
gine that Partholanus landed in the Iſland about a 
"i thouſand and two Years after the Flood, and at the 
ſame time allow that he was in [/re/and in the time of 
Abraham. We are ſatisfied by Scripture, that Abraham 
was no more than the eighth in a dire& Deſcent from 
fl Noah incluſive, and it is not to be ſuppoſed that a 
0 thouſand Vears ſhould include no more than ſeven Gene- 
ll rations. So that we have more Authority to believe 
that Partholanus reached the Iriſh Coaſt about three hun- 
dred Years after the Deluge. He began his Voyage from 
the Country of Migdonia in the middle of Greece, and 
ſteer'd towards $:c:ly, and leaving Spain upon the left, 
he came into the /r;/hSea, and landed upon the fourteenh 
of May at a place called Inbher Sceme in the Weſt of 
Munſter ; as the Poet obſerves in theſe Lines. 


a = 
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The fourteenth Day of May the Grecks came oer 
And Anchors caſt, and landed on the Shore 
Of Inbher Sceine. 


Don For The Perſons that attended Partholanus in this Voyage 
pas, bo were his Wife Dealgnau, and his three Sons Rughrazdbe, 
ano. Hlainge and Laighline, with their three Wives and athou- 
ſand Soldiers, as we have the Account from Minus, and 
the Pſalter of Caſhel. The Place where Partholanus 
fixed his Reſidence was at Inis Samer near Earne, and 
it received that Name from a Greyhound which Par- 
tholanus had killed in that Iſle; the place therefore 


was ſo called from Inis, which ſignifies an Je, and 
4 Hamer 
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Samer being the Dog's Name, it was ſtiled Inis Samer, or 
the Dog's Ille. The Death of this Greyhound was oc- 
caſioned by the Paſhon and Reſentment of Partholanns, 

who was inform'd of the looſe Behaviour of his Wife, 

how ſhe proſtituted herſelf to one of her Footmen, whoſe 

Name was Togha. This Lady it ſeems was of an amo- 

rous Diſpoſition, and not ſatisfied with the Embraces of 

her Huſband, ſhe choſe for her Gallant one of the mean- 

eſt of her Servants. Partholanus enraged at this Baſe- 

neſs began to expoſtulate with her, and upbraided her 

for her Immodeſty and Breach of Faith; But ſhe re- 

turned him this impudent Anſwer, Hat could you other Connas ima 
wiſe expect? if you are ſo ſerò d you muſt thank your ſelf ; Paola. 
for ſet Honey by à young Girl, or ſweet Milk by a Child, 

or Meat by a Cat, or edg'd Tools by a Carpenter, or a poor 

weak Woman with a briſk young Fellow in private, and on 


my Word they won't long be aſunder; Upon this occa- 
ſion the old Poet has theſe Lines. 


A Girl with Honey by her plac d, 
Smells to the Pot, and longs to taſte; 
A Child ſweet Milk will cry to eat; 
A Cat will neer refuſe her Meat ; 
A Workman eagerly deſires 

To uſe the Tool his Art requires; 

So Man and Woman, when alone, 
And the dull thing, a Husband, gone, 
Will toy and trifle, till they prove 
The moſt endearing Sweets of Love. 


Partholanus aſtoniſh'd at this audacious Reply, in a 
Fit of Paſhon ſeized upon her favourite Greyhound, and 
threw it with all his Force upon the Ground, and it died 
upon the Spot. The Name of the Greyhound was Fa- 
mer, as we obſerved before, and the place is called Inis 
Samer to this Day. This is the firſt Inſtance of Jealouſy 

and Female Falſhood in the 1r;/þ Hiſtory. Seventeen 
Years after Partholanus landed in Ireland, one of his Fol- 
lowers died, whoſe Name was Feadha the Son of Tartan, 
he was the firſt Perſon that died in the Iſland, and from 
him Magh Feadha received its Name. 

The reaſon why Partholanus left his own Country, doings par- 
and undertook this Voyage was, becauſe he ſlew his Fa- vlan Nats 
ther and Mother in Gyeece, in order to obtain the” — 
Crown, and hinder his elder Brother of the Succeſſion; 
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but the Vengeance of God overtook the inhuman Par- 
ricide, and deſtroyed ſome time after nine thouſand of 
the Poſterity of his Colony by the Peſfilence; they were 
carried off within the Space of a Week at Binneadair, 
now called the Hill of Hoath near Dublin. 

There is an Account in ſome Authors (tho' of no 
Credit with the /7;/þ Antiquaries) of a Sort of Inhabi- 
tants in the Iſland, before Partholauus brought over his 
Colony. Theſe People were under the Government of 
Ciocall the Son of Nil, Son of Garbh, Son of Uadhmorr, 
(who gave a Name to the Mountain Mabh) whoſe Mother 
was Loth Lyuambneach, and they lived two hundred Years 
by fiſhing and fowling upon the Coaſt. Upon the Arrival 
of Partholanns and his People, there was a bloody Battel 
fought between them at Mmngh Jotha, where Gucall and 
his whole Army were deſtroyed. The Place where Go— 
call landed with his Followers is ſaid to be Iubher Domh- 
014, he came over in fix Ships, and had fifty Men and 
fifty Women in every Ship; as the Poet relates in the 
following Verſes. 


The brave Ciocall with three hundred Men, 


Caſt Anchor in the Bay of Inbher Domhnon. 
But fighting to repell the bald Invaders 


ere all cut off. 


In the time of Partholanns, ſeven Lakes broke out in the 
Iſland, which were theſe, Loch Meaſg in Conacht, Loch Con, 
and twelve Years after his Arrival Loch Dzechiodh began to 
flow, and aYear after Hainge one of his Sons, and the fourth 
oreat Officer in the Government, died, and was buried at 
$1:abh Slainge ; Laighlime another Son died about a Year af- 
ter that, and as his Grave was digging the Loch Laighline 
ſprang out of the Hole, from whence it was called Loch 
Laigbline: The next Year Loch Eachira broke out be- 
tween Slabh Mudhoirn and Shlabh Fuaid in Oigialladb; 
then flowed Loch Rughraidhe, where Rughrazdhe another 
Son of Partholanns was drowned, and in the ſame Year 
Lochluain began to flow. Partholanus found but nine 
Rivers and three Lakes in the whole Iſland; the Lakes 
were Loch Lutmhnidh in Deſmond, Fion Loch Cearra at 
Jorrous, Dombnon in Conacht, and Loch Foirdreambuin 
at Miabh Mis near Trallee in Munſter. This is obſerved 


in a Poem in P/alter na rann, which begins thus Achaomh 


chlair chuin chaomhſheang, and the Verſes are theſe. 
4 Three 
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Three pleaſant Lakes at firſt adorn d the Iſle 
Loch Foirdreamhuin, Loch Lumnigh and Fionn Loch. 


The nine Rivers were Bras between Dalnarnuidhe, and Naos nate 

Dailriada, this River is called Ruthatch; Liffee which = 12 
runs thro” part of Leinſter to Dublin; Lagi or Lee that an em 
paſſes thro part of Munſter to Cork; Sligo, Samer and 
Muaidh in Conacht; Mudborn that runs thro' Tireogarn ; 
Buas that paſſes between Trreogam and Tirconuill, and 
the River Banna, whoſe Stream flows between Lee and 
Eille, as the Poet mentions in a Poem that begins in 
this manner, Adhamb Athair Sruith ar Sluagh, &c. 


The ancient Streams that made the Country fruitful 
Mere Laoi, Buas, Banna, Bearbh, 


Saimer, Sligo, Mudhorn, Muadh, and Liffee. 


Four Years after the firſt lowing of Loch Murthola loza to 
Partholanus died in the Plains of Moyncalia, where he $19 For 
was buried; the place was called $ean-Mhagh Ealta Ha- aer FOR 
dair, becauſe the Soil was barren, and not ſo much as bolom. 

a Shrub would grow upon it, for the Word Sean- 
Mhagh-Ealta ſignifies a barren Plain; it was likewiſe 

called Maghnealta or Moynealta from the Number of 

Fowl that uſed to flock thither to baſk themſelves in the 

Sun, as was before obſerved. The Death of Parthola- 

nus happened thirty Years after his Arrival upon the Iſland, 

and, as ſome Antiquaries ſay, in the Year of the World 

two thouſand fix rar and twenty eight, tho' Fm 
induced rather to follow the other Computation, which 

makes it appear that it was in the Vear of the World one 
thouſand nine hundred eighty ſix. Others imagine, that 

there were five hundred and twenty Vears between the 
Deathof Partholanus and the Deſtruction of his People by 

the Plague; but the learned Antiquaries are of another Opi- 

nion, — 4 allow that the Iſland lay waſte and uninhabited 

but thirty Years, after the Poſterity of Paribolanus and eine na ra- 
his Followers were thus deſtroyed, till Memedius landed 3 8 
2 the Coaſt, as we are informed by the following — 

erſes. 


A dreadful Plague laid all the Ilund waſte 
Thro every Houſe and every Town it paſs'd, 


Not 


— 
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Mot one remain'd alive: For thirty Tears 
The Country deſolate and wild appears, 
Till new Inhabitants arrived. 


We are informed by Charles Mac Cuillionan in the 
Pſalter of Caſhel, that it was three hundred Years from, 
the time that Partholanus arrived in [reland till the 
Plague ſwept away the People; and for his Opinion he 
refers to the Authority of Eochaidb 5 Flimm, a Poet of 
ſome Repute, who has left us theſe Lines. 


ce adas re Three hundred Tears this warlike Progeny 
- 1onmedy- Poſſeſsd the Iſland, till the Plague deſtroya 
a. 5 do Th Inhabitants, and left the Country waſte. 


be1T prop. 

The moſt learned Antiquaries have always allow'd 
of this Computation; and therefore they who reckon 
above five hundred Years between the Death of Partho- 
[anus and the Deſtruction of his People by the Peſtilence, 
muſt be miſtaken in their Account of time; for it ſeems 
incredible, that the Country ſhould be inhabited aboye 
hve hundred Years, and that the Number of Souls ſhould 
amount to no more than nine thouſand of both Sexes ; 
eſpecially when it is conſidered that Partholanus brought 


over with him a thouſand when he firſt took Poſſeſſion 
of the Iſland. 


The Diviſion of I R ELAN D Benueen the 
four Sous of Partholanus that was born in 


I RELAND. 


(HE four Sons of Partholanus were Er, Orbha, 

Fearon and Feargna, and we are to obſerve that 

Mileſius had four Grandſons of the ſame Name. Theſe four 

divided the Kingdom into four parts, and ſhared it be- 

Ceatrg tween them. E poſleſs'd all the Country from Oileach 
cede bes Ne:d in the North to Dublin in Leinſter. Orbha governed 
e. all from thence to the Iſle of Barrymore in Munſter 
Fearon injoy'd all from thence to Gallway in Conacht, and 
Feargaa ruled the whole Tract back to Oileachneid afore- 

ſaid. Eochaidh d Flinn (an Antiquary, and Poet of great 


note amongſt the /:/h,) gives a particular Account of 
theſe Diviſions in this manner. 


It was an Honour to the aged Monarch 

The dying Partholanus, that his Sons 

Four valiant Touths deſerv'd the Kingdom after him, 
Theſe Princes equally the Iſland ſhared ; 


IRE LAN D. 
They lived in Friendſhip and without Ambition; 
Their Love in early Infancy appear d, 
And roſe as Childhood ripen'd into Man. 
Ireland was then a Wilderneſs untill a, 
Oerrun with Brambles, and perplex'd with Thorns, 
Till by the mutual Pains and hard Fatigue 
Of theſe young Heroes it began to bear 
And yield a Harveſt ſuited to their Hopes. 
Er was the eldeſt, noble, wiſe and brave, 
He govern'd Northward from Oileach Neid 
To Dublin : and from thence to Barrymore, 
A pleaſant Iſle, the Bounds of his Command, 
Orbha poſſeſs'd. 
Fearon, from the Grave of great Nemedius, 
Injoyd the fruitful Tract, with Plenty ſtored, 
To Gallway ; and from thence Feargna ruled 
A ſpacious Territory to Oileach Neid. 
Theſe Touths were by th' indulgent Care of Heaven 
Deſien'd as Bleſſings on their native 1ſle. 


The Perſons of Diſtinction that attended Partholanys 
into Ireland were Tochacht, Tarbha, Trenjomus, Eathach- 
beal, Cul, Dorcha, and Damhliag. There were four 
learned Men brought over in this Expedition, their Names 
were Liag, Leagmhadh, Jomaire, and Eithrighe, The 
firſt that promoted Hoſpitality and good Neighbour- 
hood, was Beoir, who made an Entertainment, and in- 
troduced the Cuſtom of Feaſting into the Iſland, which 
gave occaſion to Samalihath to invent the uſe of Cups 
for the Conveniency of drinking. Breagha recom- 
mended the pernicious Practice of Duelling and ſingle 
Combat. The three principal Druids were F;os, Eolus 
and Fochmarr ; and their moſt expert Generals, who had 
diſtinguiſh'd themſelves in Battel were Muca, Mearan 
and Municneachan; the Merchants who firſt began to 
eſtabliſh a Trade were Biobhal and Beabal. 


Partholanus had ten Daughters whom he married to n __ 
Huſbands of the firſt Quality among his own Country- na N 
men; the Poſterity of Partholanus and his Followers he dom «nyo. 


tranſported with him, continued in the Iſland three 
hundred Vears, from the time that this Prince arrived 

in the Country, till the whole Number of the Inha- 
bitants, who were nine thouſand Perſons, were deſtroy- 
ed by the Plague at the Hill of Hoaih in that Kingdom. 
It was three hundred Years after the Deluge that Par- 
tholanus landed upon the Coaſt, which makes up fix 
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hundred Years from the Flood till this Colony periſhed 


Cre vapa- 
Fade dei 
mud ie 
pdpTolon. 


by that dreadful Viſitation. 


An Account of the ſecond Peopling of 1 R E- 
LAND by Nemedws and his Sons. 


Reland, we obſerved, continued without Inhabitants 

for thirty Years after the Death of the Partholanans 
till Nemedins, the Son of Aunambain, Son of Paim, Son 
of Tait, Son of Seara, Son of Hu, Son of Eaſiu, Son 
of Fraimaint, Son of Fathochia, Son of Magog, Son of 
Zaphet, Son of Noah arrived upon the Coaſt. All the 
original Inhabitants of the Iſland were the Deſcendents 
of Magog, for the learned Antiquaries are of opinion 
that the Account of Cea/ar, that we have mention'd, is 
fabulous, and deſerves no Credit. The Relation be- 
tween Partholanus and Nemedins is to be carried no higher 
than to Hu the Son of Eaſiu; the Firbolgs, the Tuatha 
de Danans, and the Gadehans, were the Poſterity of 
Seara, and are ſeveral Branches of the ſame Family. 
Theſe Tribes, notwithſtanding they were diſperſed into 
different Countries, retain'd the ſame Language, which 
was Scorbhearla or the Iriſh, and it was ſpoken as the 
Mother Tongue by every Tribe. This we have reaſon 
to believe from the Teſtimony of authentick Writers, 
who relate that when Iihus the Son of Breogan arrived 
in /reland from Spain, he convers'd with the Tuatha de 
Danans in their own Language, as will more particularly 
appear in its proper place. 

Others are of opinion that Nemedius deſcended from 
one of the Sons of Partholanns called Adhla, who was 
left behind in Greece, and did not attend his Father in 
the Iriſh Expedition. Memedius began his Voyage from 
the Euxine Sea, which is the Boundary between the 
North Weſt part of Aſia and the North Eaſt of Europe. 
He paſſed by the Mountains of Heibhte Riſe, on the 
left Hand, and came to a place called Agen in the North; 
from thence arrived upon the Coaſt of Ireland. His 
Fleet conſiſted of four and thirty Tranſports, and he 
man'd every Veſſel with thirty Perſons. Nemedius 
had four Sons who followed his Fortune, their Names 
were Harn, Jarbhainiel Faidh, Aiunin and Fergus Leatha- 
hearg. | 


5 8 There 
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There broke out four Lakes in the Iſland in the time of WWW 


Nemedius, LochBreanum at a place call'd Magh na Sul Anuihh 
Mallain; Loch Muimrambhair at Magh Sola in Leinſter; and 
ten Years after his firſt Arrival Loch Dairhhreach, and 
Loch Ainnin at Magh Mor in Meath began to flow; the 
Lake Ainnin ſprang out of the Grave that was digging for 
Aimmnin the Son of Nemedius, and was called after his 
Name. The Poet gives this Account of theſe Lakes. 


Then the four Lakes began to flow 

And water'd all the Plains below 
Loch Dairbhreach, and Loch Breannuin, 
Loch Muinramhair and Loch Ainnin. 


Macha the Wife of Nemedins died before her Son o Nada bean 
Ainnin, after ſhe had been in Ireland about twelve Years ; 3 1 
from her, Ardmach received its Name, becauſe ſhe was ate. © 


buried in that place. Nemedius built two Royal Seats 
in the Iſland which were called Cinneich at Foubhniallain 
and Raith Ciombhaoith in Sermhne. Theſe Palaces were 
erected by the four Sons of Madain Mumnreamhair who 
werecalled Fomhorazce, their Names were Bog, Robhog, Ro- 
dan andRuibhne. Theſe Maſter Builders and their Country- 
men were diſtinguiſh'd by the Name of Fomborazcc, be- 
cauſe they were a ſort of Pyrates or Sea Robbers, that 
came originally from Africa, and ſettled from thattime in 
the North of Ireland. The next Morning after theſe 
Palaces were finiſh'd, Nemedius commanded the four 
Builders to be flain out of Jealouſy, leſt they ſhould 
afterwards ere& other Structures that ſhould exceed his 
in State and Magnificence. Theſe Brothers were killed 


S mded. 


Ne imd do 
manba nd 
TTx1 flop. 


at a place called Doire Lighe, and there they were bu- 


ried. 


 Nemedius deſigning to improve the Soil of the Coun- 
try, cut down twelve Woods of a very large Extent, and 
laid the Land open; their Names were Magh Ceara, 
Magh Neara, Magh Guille Tolla, Magh Luirg in Conacht, 
Magh Tochair in Tireogain, Leacmbadh in Munſter, Magh 
Breaſta in Leinſter, Magh Lughaidh at Jobh Turtre, 
Magh Feireadh at Seabhtha, Magh Semmne at Dalnaruidbe, 
Magh Muirtheimbme at Breagmbuigb, and Magh Macha 
at Orrgialladh. 

Thoſe African Pyrates called Fomboraicc were the De- 
ſcendents of Shem ; they fitted out a Fleet, and ſet fail 
from Africa, and ſteering toward the Weſtern Iſles of 


Enrope, 
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—YV Europe, they landed upon the ib Coaſt. The De- 


Tarn ed 
do flop 
Sem an ei- 
einn. 


fuꝗ dem 


baf an can 
70. 


Olowre 
Elana Nei- 
ms Fd Fo- 
mdndiec. 


ſign of their Voyage was to ſeparate themſelves from 
the Poſterity of Ham, who was curſed by Noah his Father, 
leſt they ſhould be involved in the ſame Puniſhment, 
which they thought they ſhould avoid by flying and 
ſettling in another Country. But ſome time after they 
arrived, Nemedius engaged them in three bloody Battels, 
and came off Conqueror; the firſt Battel was fought at 
Shahbh Blaidhmia, the ſecond at Roſs Fraochain in Conatcht, 
where Gan and Geanan were ſlain, the two principal 
Commanders of the Africans. They fought ths third 
Battel at Murbuils in Dailriadah, where Harn the Son of 
Nemedins was killed by Conuing the Son of Faobhar. But 
in the fourth Battel, which was the moſt bloody and deſpe- 
rate, and was fought at Ciambruis in Leinſter, Nemedius 
was defeated, and his Forces, which were moſt of the Men 
he had in his Kingdom, were cut to pieces: Among the 
ſlain was Arthur the Son of Nemedins born in Ireland, 
and 7obhchon the Son of his Brother Harn. This Mis- 
fortune broke the Heart of Memedius, who died ſoon af- 
terwards, with two thouſand of his Subjects Men and 
Women with him, at a place called Olean arda Nemhid, 
now called the Iſle of Barrymore in the County of Cork 
in the Province of Munſter. 

The Africans upon the Death of Nemedzus, a Prince of 
great Bravery and Courage, and whoſe very Name be- 
fore had been a Terror to thoſe Pyrates, purſued their 
Victory, and made an entire Conqueſt of the Country. 
They relolved to revenge upon the Nemediaus the Los 
they had ſuſtained in ſo many bloody Battels, and taking 
Advantage of the Death of the Ib General, they im- 
mediately aſſembled their Forces, and with {mall Diffi- 
culty made themſelves Maſters of the whole Iſland. So 
that theſe Vagabond Africans, who ſettled at Torinis, or 
(as ſome call it Tor Conung) in the North of Ireland, in- 
tirely ſubdued the old Inhabitants, and made them Tri- 
butaries. 1 

Morc the Son of Dela and Conuing the Son of Faob- 
har (which gave the Name to Tor Canning) to ſup- 
port themſelves in their new Conqueſts, fitted out 
a Fleet, and ſtrenghtened themſelves with a ſtand- 
ing Army, and by theſe military Methods haraſſed the 
unfortunate Nemedians, and obliged them to bring the 
Tax and Contributions they laid upon them, from the 


ſeveral parts of the Iſland to a place called Magh 


Gceidnue 


* - 
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Gceidue between Drobbaois and E;rne, and to deliver their * YY 
Tribute punctually upon the firſt Day of November every 

Year. Theſe Conquerors were very cruel and ſevere cf «guy 
in their Exactions _— the vanquiſh'd ; for they de- Mobi do 
manded two parts of their Children, of their Cattle, pongace. 
of their Milk, Butter and Wheat, which was colle&ed 

in this manner. The Africans employed a Woman to 

be the general Receiver of their Tribute, and ſhe obliged 

every Family in the Iſland to pay three Meaſures of 
wheaten Meal, three Meaſures of Cream, and three 
Meaſures of Butter every Year, and compelled them to 

bring their Contributions to Magh Gceidue before men- 
tioned. This place received its Name from the Hio- 

lence that was od upon the Nemedrans in the collecting 

of their Taxes, for the Word Magh ſignifies a Feld or 

Plain, Gceidne ſignifies Compulſion or Force; and the 

two Words when they are joined make Magh-gcerdne, 

which ſignifies the Held wherein the Memedians were forced 

to pay the Tribute that their Maſters the barbarous Afr:- 

cans thought fit to exact, as the Poet obſerves in theſe 
Lines. 


Of Cream and Butter, ſtarce ſuffice 
 Thehaughty V iftor's Avarice. 

As many Meaſures they demand | 
Of W heaten Meal, as Tribute for their Land. 


Three Meaſures of a larger Size 


The Nemedians unable any longer to bear the Op- Cat un 
preſhon of theſe Tyrants, reſolved to ſhake off the dab Ne 
Yoke, and to make one vigorous Effort to recover their d 45% 
Liberty; the Principal of them met and concerted 8 8 
Meaſures for a general Revolt; they agreed to ſummon 
all the Force they were able, and to try the Fortune of 
a pitched Battel with the Africans; accordingly they 
formed an Army under the Command of three expert 
Generals, whoſe Names were Beothach the Son of Jarb- 
hanell, Fathach the Son of Nemedius, and his Brother 
Fergus Leathdhearg; and to give their Men the greater 
Courage, there were three Brothers who appeared in the 
Field, and were Officers of more than common Bravery 
and Conduct, Earglan the Son of Beoan, Son of Stairy, 

Son of Nemedims, and his two Brothers Manntan and 
Janrthacht; theſe were Champions of the Nemedzans, 
who offered to expoſe themſelves in the hotteſt of the 
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YV Engagement and to repel the Fury of the Enemy. Thiet 
Army by Land conſiſted of thirty thouſand able Men, 
and they had the ſame Strength by Sea, as the Poet ob- 


ſerves in this manner. 


Now the Nemedians bravely make a ſtand 

Eager of Fight, and only wait Command, 8 

With ſixty thouſand Men by Sea and Land. | 
The Nemedians fell deſperately upon the Enemy, and 
a bloody Battle enſued, wherein Conuing the African Ge- 
neral, with all his Children were lain, and his Gar- 
riſon which he had fortified was taken and deſtroyed. 

During this Attempt of the Nemedrans to free them- 
ſelves from Slavery, Morc the Son of Dela was abſent 
with his Fleet in Africa; but he returned ſoon after the 
Battel, and landed at Torinis with ſixty Sail, and a nu- 
merous Army on board; and as they attempted to come 
on Shore, the Nemedians oppoſed them, and a moſt 
deſperate Fight followed. The two Armies fought with 
equal Courage upon the Strand, without any Sign of 

Victory on either ſide, and the greateſt part of their 
Men were ſlain. The Action was ſo hot that they did 
not obſerve how the Tide flow'd in upon them, till they 
were quite ſurrounded, and when they offered to retire 
upon the Land they were hindred by the Depth of the 
Waters, ſo that thoſe who had eſcaped the Sword were 
drowned. Morc the Son of Dela had the good Fortune 
to make his way to his Shipping, and having the Ad- 

vantage of his Fleet, and with the Remains of his 
Forces took Poſſeſſion of the whole Iſland. Of the 
Nemedians no more than thirty brave Officers and three 
principal Commanders eſcaped in a Sloop out of the 
whole Army. The Names of the three Generals were 
Hmon Breac the Son of Hairn, the Son of Nemedius, 
Jobhath Son of Beothach, Son of Jarbhanell Fathach Son of 
Nemedins, and a Grandſon of Memedius called Briotan 
Maol the Son of Fergus Leathdearg. 

The Chief of the Nemedrans upon this unfortunate 
Defeat, after they had conſulted among themſelves, re- 
ſolved unanimouſly to quit the Iſland rather than ſub- 
mit again under the Yoke of the Africans; but they 

ntes7 ela · VEE {even Years before they had an Opportunity to 
reimo « put this Deſign in Execution. Then theſe three Ge- 
bew dea nerals divided the Shipping which Nemedius firſt brought 
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into the Iſland, between them, and receiving as many WW 


of their People that would venture to follow them, 
they weigh'd Anchor, and ſtood out to Sea, The 
Nemedians that remained in the Country were miſerably 
oppreſt by the Tyranny of their Conquerors, and lived 
in this State of Servitude under the Government of ten 
principal Commanders, till the Fribolgs landed in the 
Iſland. | 

$7mon Breac the Son of Hain, the Son of Nemedins, 
who was one of the three Generals that left the Coun- 
try, arrived at Greece with the People he had on board, 
and, inſtead of finding that Liberty which he expected, 
he and his Followers only exchanged one Slavery for 
another; from this Hnmon Breac the Fribolgs derive their 
Original, as will be obſerved in its proper place. The 
ſecond General was Johbhath another Grandſon of Neme- 
ans, who failed with his Men to the Northern parts of 
Europe, and ſome Antiquaries are of Opinion ha the 
Tuatha de Danans deſcended from him. The third Ge- 
neral was Briotan Maol the Son of Feargus Leathdhearg Son 
of Nemedins, who landed in the Northern parts of Hcot- 
land, and there ſettled; and his Poſterity were long 
poſſeſſed of that Country. The Number of Ships the 
Nemedians procured upon this occaſion conſiſted of eleven 
hundred and thirty Sail of Sloops, Barks and Boats, ſome 
of which were covered with Leather, and called in the 
Iriſh Language Naomhbogs. The Poſterity of Briotan 
Maol and his Followers continued in the North of Hcot— 
land, till the Pid's failed from Jreland to inhabit that 
part of Scozland, in the time of Heremon the Son of 
King Mileſius, as will appear hereafter when we come 
to the Reign of that Prince. 


We are informed by Charles Mac Cuillenan in his Na brear- 


Pſalter of Caſhel, that the Welſh in Britain deſcended e do 


te af o bio- 


originally from this Briotan Maol; and the moſt an- can ytot 


cient Manuſcripts of Ireland give the ſame Account, wc AS 
leatde ing. 


as the Poet obſerved in his Poem which begins thus, 
Adamh Athair Hnuith ar Sluagh. Adam was our Father, 


&c. the Verſes follow. 


=—— T he brave Nemedian Train 
Under Briotan launch into the Main; 
A Prince, whom all the ancient Annals trace 
As the great Founder of the Britiſh Race, 
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Another Poet and Antiquary makes the ſame Remark in 


do rom Tg 
de brad 4 


an be dad 
cam moin. 


this manner. 


The warlike Welſh the great Briotan claim 
To be the Founder of the Britiſh Name. 


And we have more Reaſon to ſuppoſe that the Word 
Britannia was derived originally from this Briotan than 
from Brutus the Trojan, which is a Fable that ſome Hi- 
ſtorians are very fond of; for if it were ſo, it would 
rather be called Biutannia. Beſides we are informed by 
Je of Monmouth, that the ancient Name of the 
Country was changed by the three Sons of Brutus ; his 
Son Laegrus called his part of the Kingdom Lae- 


gria, Camber the ſecond Son diſtinguiſh'd his Share by 


the Name of Cambria, and Albanattus the third Son 
would have his part known by the Name of Albania. 
So that this Account from the authentick Records of 
the Iriſh Nation gives a great Light to the Name of 
Britain, and deſerves our Belief rather than the fabulous 
Relations of Partial and Romantick Writers, who 
have been the Bane and Deſtruction of true Hiſtory. 
The Nemedians, who remained in Ireland, were ſorel 

oppreſſed by the Tyrrany of their African Maſters, till 
the Poſterity of mon Breac, the Son of Stan, the 
the Son of Nemedins, who had ſettled in Greece, came 
into the Iſland. Theſe People were called Hirbolgs, 
and landed in the Country, two hundred and ſeventeen 
Years after Vemedius firſt arrived upon the Coaſt. This 


is the Obſervation of an old Poet, who has theſe 
Lines. | | | 


Seventeen above 1wo hundred Tears had paſt, 
Since firſt Nemedius landed on the Coaſt, 
Till the bold Firbolgs left the Grecian Shore 
For Liberty, and would be Slaves no more. 


IX ELAN D. 


The Invaſion of I R ELAN D by the 
Firbolgs. 


non Breac the Son of $tarrn, the Son of Nemedius with 
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his Followers landed in Greece, where the Poſterity of 


theſe Adventurers ſettled, and in Proceſs of time in- 
creaſed to be a numerous People. The Grecians, out of 
Fear they ſhould attempt againſt the Government, and 
occaſion Diſorders in the State, reſolved to uſe them 
like Slaves more than Subjects; they oppreſſed them 
with hard Labour and the ſevereſt Drudgery; they 
forced them to fink Pits, and dig Clay in the Valleys, 
and carry it in Leathern Bags to the Tops of the 
higheſt Mountains, and the moſt craggy Rocks, in 
order to form a Soil upon thoſe barren Places, and make 
them fruitful, and bear Corn. "The Nemedians groaning 
under the Weight of this Servitude, came toa Reſolution 
to ſhake off the Yoke, and to quit the Country; this De- 
ſign was kept ſo ſecret, that the Chief of the Nemed;- 
ans ſeized upon ſome of the Grecian Shipping (as the 
white Book called Con Droma Sneachta gives the Ac- 
count) and with five thouſand that followed them they 
ſet to Sea, and failed till they arrived upon the Coaſt 
of Irelaud. This Tribe, whoſe Anceſtors came to 
Greece with Himon Breac the Son of Hairn, landed in the 
Iſland about two hundred and fixteen Years after the 
Death of Memedius. They had five principal Leaders 


Tedf Sime- 
om bie me 


in this Voyage, Slamge, Rughraidhe, Gann, Geanann Stgn go 
and Seangam; theſe Commanders were the Sons of . * 
Loich, Son of Trwbhuaith, Son of Othoirbh, Son of Goiſe * 


dean, Son of Oirtheachta, Son of Himon, Son of Arg- 
lamb, Son of Beoan, Son of Hain, Son of Nemedins, 
Son of Adnamuim, Son of Pamp, Son of Tau, Son of 
Seara, Son of Hu, Son of Eaſiu, Son of Framaint, 
Son of Fathochta, Son of Magog, Son of Japhet, Son of 
Noah. They had their five Wives with them Faid, 
Eadair, Anuſt, Caucha and Labhra, as the Poet records 


in theſe Lines. 


Theſe brave Commanders, Slainge, Gann and Seangann 
With Geanuinn and Rughruidhe, Heroes all, 

And their frve Wives, the beautiful Fuaid, 

The fair Eadair, Anuiſt the chaſte, 
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The virtuous Cnucha, Labhra born for Love, 
Chearfully followed by five thouſand Men 

I ho ſcorn'd the Grecian Servitnde, ſet ſail, 
And ſafely landed on the Iriſh Shore. 


Theſe five Princes the chief Leaders of the Fr Bolgs 
divided the Iſland between them into five almoſt equal 
parts, as the Poet obſerves in this manner, 


Five warlike Chiefs, Geanann, Rughraidhe, 
Gann, Slainge and Seangann ſhared the Iſland. 


Slainge, from whom Iubher Slainge by Wexford received 


its Name, had to his Share the Province of Leinſter 


mbolg agu from Jybher Colpa near Drocheda to the Meeting of the 


mim dc Fin 
da TTdoIe- 
aca1b dei- 


rm. 


three Streams, and a thouſand Perſons were allotted 
him. Ganz poſſeſſed all from thence to Bealach Cong- 
lars, and he took his thouſand with him. Seangannruled 
the Country from thence to Limerick, and had a thou- 
ſand for his Share; Geanann governed the Province of 
Conacht from Limerick to Drobhaozs near Drocheda, he 
had likewiſe his thouſand; and Rwaghrardhe with his 
thouſand Followers, injoyed the Province of Ulſter from 
Drobhaois to Drocheda. From thoſe five Sons of Dela 
and the People that followed them, deſcended the Fu- 
bolgs, the Firdhombnoins and the Firgailiains, who were fo 
called for theſe reaſons. The F:rbolgs were thoſe Ne- 
medians whoſe Buſineſs it was in Greece to carry thoſe 
Leathern Bags of Earth before mentioned, and from 
hence they received their Name; for theWordBolz ſignifies 


a Bag, and Fir ſignifies Men, which compounded make 


Firbolgs. The ſecond Tribe were called Firdhombnorns ; 
their Office was to fink deep Pits in the Earth, and dig 
out the Clay for their Fellows to carry ; they were called 
Firdhomhnom, becauſe Vir ſignifies Men, and Domhnoin 
ſignifies deep, which relates to the deep Holes they were 
obliged to dig, and the Words, when they are joined, 
ſound Frrdhombnoin. The third Tribe were always under 
Arms to protect the other Tribes in their Work, and to 
guard them from their Enemies who otherwiſe might come 
upon them fatigued and unarmed. They were called Fir- 
gailiains; for Fir ignites Men and Gailiain ſignifies 
a Spear, which they uſed in their Defence, which Words 
put together make F:rgarlrarn. 

Theſe five Sons of Dela arrived in Ireland in the 
Compaſs of a Week; Hainge landed upon a Saturday 
at /ybher Hlainge, which for that reaſon was ſo called, 


I for 
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for Inhher ſignifies a River, and Hainge failing up that 
River, and landing in that place, the Stream was after- 
wards called Inbher Hlainge; this River runs thro' part 
of Leimſter to Wexford. Gann and Seanganu the Tue/* ceaf eu. 
day following came on Shore nf er Domhnna in Co- = 8 8 
nacht; and Geanannand Rughraidbe arrived the Friday af- an emp, 
ter, at a place called Tracht Rughraidhe. The Nemedians 
that followed Hainge were called Firholgs, and the two 
thouſand that belong'd to Geanann and Rugraidhe went 
by the Name of the Fndbombnoins. Some Antiquaries 
are of Opinion, that theſe two Princes, with their Num- 
ber of Men, landed in the North Weſt of Conacht, at 
a place called Inbhen Domhnom, which afterwards for 
that reaſon was diſtinguiſhed by that Name; yet gene- 
rally ſpeaking, all the People who followed the five 
Sons of Dela in this Expedition were Known by the 
Name of Fzrholgs, and before theſe five Generals ar- 
rived in the Iſland, we have no Account of any that 


could properly be called Kings of /re/and, as the Poet 
imforms us in theſe Lines : 


Fifty ſix Tears the Firbolgs Royal Line 
Were Kings, and then the Scepter they reſign 
To the Tuatha de Danans —————— 


An Account of the firft Kings of IRELAND, 
as recorded in the Book of Invaſions. 

1. ainge the Son of Dela, Son of Laich, the chief 

8 Commander of the F:rbolgs was the firſt Mo- 
narch. of /reland; he reigned one Year, and died at a 
place called Dumba Hlainge. | 

2. Rughraidhe Son of Dela, Son of Loch ſucceeded, CeaoNygte 
he enjoyed the Crown but two Years, and was drowned en % 
in the Boyne. 

3. Geanann and Senagann, Sons of Dela, ruled the 


Kingdom together; their Reign laſted but four Years, 
and they died at a Place called Freambain. 

4. Gann the Son of Dela, Son of Loich, ſucceeded 
his Brothers, he governed five Years, and was ſlain by 
Fiacha Cinnfionnan, | 

5. He was ſucceeded by Hacha Cunſionnan the Son 
of Hain, Son of Rughraidhe, Son of Dela, Son of 
Loich, he reigned five Years, and was ſlain by Riondal 


Son 


dbg Habala 
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— lrg Son of Geanninn, Son of Dela, Son of Loich. This 


do bios 4 Monarch was called Hacha Cronnfhionnan becauſe moſt 
fedub er of the [r1/h in his time were remarkable for their hie 
Niog ogg or fair Hain, for the Word Crmnfhioun ſignifies white 
Heads, which was the Occaſion of that part of his 
Name. 
6. His Succeſſor was Niondal the Son of Geannum, 
the Son of Dela, Son of Loich, he injoyed the Crown 
{ix Vears, and was killed in an Engagement by F- 
odhbhghean at a place called G aoibhe. 
7. Fudhbhghean the Son of Seaughan, Son of Dela, 
Son of Loch ſucceeded him; he reigned four Years, 
and fell in Battel as he fought againſt Eochaidb Son of 
Eirc at a place called Muizgh Murtheimhbue. 
8. Eochaidh Son of Eirc, Son of Riondal, Son of 
Geanuin, Son of Dela, Son of Loich ſucceeded, and in- 
joyed the Crown longer than any of his Predeceſſors, 
for he reigned ten Years. This was a very fortunate 
Prince; for in his time the Weather was temperate and 
healthy, the Produce of the Earth was not damaged by 
any immoderatc Rains, and Plenty and Proſperity pre- 
vailed thro' the whole Iſland. He was the firſt Monarch 
who reſtrained the Outrages of his People by Laws, and 
kept them in Obedience and Civility by wholſome Puniſh- 
ments. He at laſt fell in Battel, engaging with the three 
Sons of Nemhidh, Son of Badhraoz at a place called 
Muighe Turridh, The Names of theſe Brothers were 
Ceaſarb, Luacro and Luaim. In the Reign of this 
Prince, who was the laſt Monarch of [reland, of the 
Firbolgs Race, the Tuatha de Danans invaded the Iſland: 
He married 7Taz/e the Daughter of Maghmor King of 
Spam; when ſhe died ſhe was buried in a place, which 
from her was called Tailtean, and it is known by the 
ſame Name to this Day. | 
TheKing of the Tuatha de Danans, when they invaded 
Ireland, was Nuadha Aingiodlamb, that is, Silver-handed: 
This Prince engaged Eochardh, and a moſt deſperate Battel 
was fought at Mauigh Tuirriodh, between the two Kings, 
in which Eochaidb the Son of Eirc was routed, and ten 
thouſand, or, according to others, an hundred thou- 
Nueza Ar- ſand of the Firbolgs were (lain. In this Action Nuadha 
51oolan an Air giodlamb loſt his Hand; the Wound was ſeven Years 
125 under Cure, and he was forced to have a Hilber Hand 
fixed to his Arm, from whence he was called Nuadba 
Ai giodlamb, that is, Nuadha the Hiver-handed. The 
as Firboles, 
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Firbolgs, who eſcaped this Defeat retired to the Iſle of 
Arran, Hilie, Rachruin, Inis Gall, and other Places for 
Safety, where they could beſt ſecure themſelves from the 
Tuatha de Danans, and there they remained till the 
Provincial Times, when every one of the Provinces of 
Ireland was governed by its own King. About that 
time the Puls expelled them out of theſe Places, and 
forced them to apply to Carbry Niafer King of Leimſter, 
who received them, and gave them Lands to cultivate 
as Tenants under him, but he exacted ſuch Rents of 
them, and was ſo oppreſſive in the Revenues he de- 
manded, that they were obliged to give up their Farms, 
and move to Canacht. They deſired the Protection of 
Meidheibh Chrachna the Queen of that Province, who 
prevailed upon her Huſband Oliolla to beſtow ſome 
Lands upon them for their Support. Auogus the Son of 
Nuadmor was the Prince of the Frbolgs at that time, 
and the Poſſeſſions they enjoyed in Conacht are known 
to this Day by ſome of the Names of that People; ſuch 
are (imme, Ceitbirchinn, Roinn FJamhain, Loch Cathro, 
Rinn Meadbra, Molinn, Dun Aonguis in Arran, Carn Co- 
mul, Magh Nadu, Magh Naſiul, Magh Maom, Loch 
Lai, and many others. The Hirbolgs were diſperſed into 
ſeveral Iſlands and other parts of the Country, till Congcuiloin 
and Conmll, Cearnach and LIſter quite drove them out of the 
Kingdom. We have no Account in our Annals that 
the Hirbolgs, during their Continuance in the Iſland, 
erected any Royal Seats or Edifices of Note, or made 
any great Improvements by clearing the Lands of 
Woods, or that any Lake or River began to flow ſince 
their Arrival at firſt, till the time they were finally 
expelled the Country. | 

There are three Families in Feland, as our Anti- 
ag inform us, that are the lineal Deſcendents of 
the Frrbolgs, and not of the Gadelian Race, which ate 
Gabhrardhe in Succa in Conacht, Li Tairſigh in Crich 6 
Failge and Gailmm in Leinſter, And this is all the Ac-Tm tz dt 
count of the Hirbolgs that can be extracted from the an- He 
cient Records of Ireland, and we have no ſmall Aſſiſ- 888 
tance in writing the Hiſtory of this People from the 


famous Antiquary Tanuiabe 6 Mas} Conaire who begins 
his Poem in this Manner ; 


Under five Chiefs the Firbolgs once poſſeſs'd 
The Iſland, till at laſt by Force oppreſs'd, 
They fled. 
M The 
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The Invaſion of I RE L AN D by the 
Tuatha de Danans. 


HE Tratha de Danans were the Poſterity of thoſe 
who followed the third Son of Nemedius out of 
Ireland when the Africans had uſurp'd the Kingdom, 
and enſlaved the Inhabitants. This People, rather 
than bear the heavy Oppreſſions of thoſe Pyrates, left 
the Iſland under the Command of Jarbhainel Faidh a 
Son of Nemedius, and arrived, if we believe ſome Anti- 
reef in Bæotia; others ſay that they came to Athens, and 
ettled near the City of Thebes; yet the trueſt Account 
is that they landed in Achaia a Country of Greece, that 
borders upon Bæotia, and near it ſtands the City of 
Thebes, according to the Account of Pomponius Mela. 
Here it was that the Tuatha de Danaus learned the Art 


of Necromancy and Enchantment, and they became fo 


expert in Magical Knowledge, that they had a Power of 
working wonderful Feats, ſo far as ſeemingly to raiſe 
the Dead; for when the Country of Achaia and the City 
of Athens were invaded by the Ayriaus, and ſeveral 
Battels fought between them, theſe Sorcerers would uſe 
their diabolical Charms, and revive the Bodies of the 
Dead Athenians, and the next Day bring them into the 
Field, which ſo diſpirited the Myriaus that they began 
to deſpair of Victory, and thought to give over the 
Enterprize, and to return into their own Country; fot 
to what purpoſe was it to fight, and come off Con- 
querors one Day, when they were to encounter the ſame 
Enemies the next? And theſe Inchanters were ſo dextrous 
in their Art, as by the Aſſiſtance of evil Spirits to infuſe 
freſh Life and Vigor into the Bodies of the ſlain, fo that 

the Athenians were ſure never to be overcome. But the 


Aſſyrians reſolved to take the Advice of a Druid of great 


| Learning among them, and if poſſible diſcover in what 


manner they could defeat the Skill of theſe Necro- 


Cualyze mancers, and break the Power of their Charms. The 
. „Druid told them, that after a Battel was over, they 
torp nb ſhould thruſt a Club or a Hale of Quick Beam Wood 
«nyo. 


thro? every one of the dead Bodies, which would have 

this Effect, that if it was the Power of the Devil by 
which they were brought to Life, this Counter-charm 
would defeat the Skill of the Inchanters, and the Bodies 


could 
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could never more be revived, but if it was the Hand of SYV 
Heaven that brought to paſs this wonderful Event, it was 
impoſſible to withſtand an Almighty Power, and their 
ſecureſt way was to deſiſt from the Undertaking. The 
Aſſyrians, relying upon the Advice of the Druid imme- 
piately challenged the Athenians to a pitched Battel, 
when they fought with great Courage, and obtain'd 
a complete Victory: After the Fight they drove Stakes 
thro' the Bodies of the dead Athenians, and ſo the evil 
Spirits had no more Power to take Poſſeſſion of them, 
and the Sorcerers were diſappointed. The Tuatha de 
Danans perceiving their Art to be ineffectual, came to 
a Reſolution of quitting the Country, for fear of fallin 
into the Hands of the Aſyrians; accordingly they ſet 
out, and wander'd from place to place, till they came 
to Norway and Deamark, where they were received with 
great Hoſpitality by the Inhabitants, who admired them 
for their Learning and Skill in Magict, and the wonder- 
ful Effects of their Enchantments. 

The Perſon who was the principal Commander of 
theſe People in their Travels was Nuadhah Airgudlamb, 
that is, the Hlver-handed, who deſcended from Nume- 
dius. The Danes, being a very barbarous and illiterate 
Nation, entertain'd ſuch a Regard for theſe Strangers, 
that they gave them four Cities to inhabit, where the 
ſhould ere& Schools to inſtru the Youth of the Coun- 
try in their iabolical Learning. The Names of theſe 
Cities were Falias, Gorias, Hinnias and Murias; in each 
City the Tuatha de Danans appointed Tutors as Preſi- 
dents of theſe Schools; they were Perſons of rhe greateſt 
Skill among them; Moz7fhias was to teach in the City 
Failias, Arias in the City Finnias, Erus in the City Go- 
rias, and Semzas in the City Murias. 
When the Tuatha de Danans had continued for ſome 
time in this Country, they thought fit to move, and 
look out for a new Settlement, and they arrived in the 
North of Scotland, where they continued ſeven Years 
near Dobhar and Jardobhar: From the four Cities which 
they poſſeſſed in Denmark and Norway they brought 
away four Curioſities or Monuments of great Antiquity ; 
the firſt was a Stove, which was called Lia Fail, and was 
brought from the City of Falias, from which Stone that bete o- 
City receiv'd its Name. This Stone was poſleſs'd of a very e name 
wonderful Virtue, for it would make a ſtrange Noiſe, and 1 
be ſurprizingly diſturb'd whenever a Monarch of [reland = an ei- 
. was 
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SYV was crowned upon it, which Emotion it continued to 


ſhew, till the Birth of Chriſt, who contracted the Power 
of the Devil, and in a great Meaſure put an end to his 
Deluſions. It was called the Fatal Stone, and gave a 
Name to Inisſail, as the Poet obſerves in theſe Verſes. 


From this ſtrange Stone did Inisfail obtain 
Its Name, a Tract ſurrounded by the Main. 


This Stone called Lia Fail had likewiſe the Name of 
the Fatal Stone, or the Stone of Deſtiny, becauſe a very 
ancient Prophecy belong'd to it, which foretold that 
in whatever Country this Stone ſhould be preſerv'd, a 
Prince of the Scythian Race, that is, of the Family of 
Mile/ins King of Spam, ſhould undoubtedly govern ; as 


Hector Boetins gives the Account in his Hiſtory of Scot- 
laud. | 


Ni fallat fatum, Scoti quocunque locatum 
Invenient lapidem, regnare tenentur ibidem. 


In the /7;/þ Language it runs thus: 


Cineadh Suit Saor an fine Munab breag an fhaiſdine 
Mar abhfuigid an Lia fail dlighid flaithios do ghabhail. 


In Engliſh: 


The Scots ſhall govern, and the Scepter ſway, 
Where're this STONE they find, and its dread Sound obey. 


Unleſs the fix'd Decrees of Fate give way, 


When the Scythians were informed of the ſolemn 
Virtue of this Stone, Fergus the Great, the Son of Earca, 
having ſubdued the Kingdom of Scotland, reſolved to 
be crowned upon it; for that purpoſe he ſent his Meſ- 
ſengers to his Brother Mortough (the Son of Earca a De- 
ſcendent from Heremon) who was King of /reland at 
that time, to deſire that he would ſend him that Stone, to 
make his Coronation the more ſolemn, and to perpe- 
tuate the Succeſſion in his Family. His Brother willingly 
complied with his Requeſt; the Stone was ſent, and 
Fergus received the Crown of Scotland upon it. This 
Prince was the firſt Monarch of Scotland, of the Scy- 
thian or Gadelian Race; and tho' ſome of the Pi#s had 
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the Title of Kings of Scorland, yet they were no more 
than tributary Princes to the Kings of Jreland, from 

the Reign of Heremon, who expelled them the King- 

dom of Ireland, and forc'd them into Scotland, where 

they ſettled. Fergus therefore was the firſt abſolute Mo- 

narch of Hcotlaud, who acknowledged no foreign Yoke, 

nor paid any Homage to any foreign Prince. This $92 
of Deſtiny was preſerved with great Veneration and Eſteem, | 
in the Abby of Scoze, till Edward the Firſt of England car- 
ried it away by Violence, and plac'dit under the Coronati- 
on Chair in / eſtminſter Abby, by which means the Prophe- 
cy that attended it ſeems to be accompliſh'd ; for the Royal 
Family of the STUarTs ſucceeded to the Throne of 
Enzland ſoon after the Removal of this Stone, a Fa- 
mily that deſcended lineally from the Scyth:an Race, 
from Maine Leambna, Son of Corc King of Munſter, 
Son of Lughdheach, Son of Oilioll Flanbeg, Son of Fia- 
cha Mulleathan, King of Munſter, Son of Hogan Mor, 
Son of Oilioll Olum King of Munſter, who deſcended 
lineally from Heberus Fionu Son of Mileſius King of Spain, 
every Prince of which illuſtrious Family ſucceſſively re- 
ceived the Crown upon this Stone. 

The ſecond valuable Monument of Antiquity, that 
the Tuatha de Danans brought away from the Danes, 
and carried with them into Ireland, was the Sword 
which Luzzhaidh Lambfhada, that is, the Long-handed, 
uſed in Battle, which they conveyed from the City Gorias. 
The third Curioſity was a Hear which the ſame Prince 
uſed to fight with, it was lodg'd in the City Hinias, but 
removed by theſe Necromancers into Ireland; the fourth 
was a Caldron called Core an Daghdha, that was carried 
off from the City Murias. Theſe Tranſactions are re- 


corded in a Poem to be found in the Book of Invaſioms; 
the Verſes are theſe: 


— — The Tuatha de Danans 
By Force of potent Spells and wicked Magick, 
And Conjurations horrible to hear, 
Could ſet the Miniſters of Hell at work, 
And raiſe a ſlaughter d Army from the Earth 


* 


And make them live and breath and fight again. 
Few could their Arts withſtand, or Charms unbind. ö 
Theſe Sorcerers long time in Greece had felt 
The Smart of Slavery, till ſore oppreſs4d, 

And brought in Bondage, the bold Jarbhanel, 
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WY Son of Nemedius, Som of Adnomhoin, 


Reſolv'd no longer to endure the Toke 

Of Servitude, a Fleet prepared, and wandring 
Long time from Sea to Sea, at length arrived 
With all his Followers on the Coaſts of Norway. 


The kind Norwegians received the Strangers, 
And hoſpitably lodg d them from the Cold; 


But when they ſaw their Necromantick Art, 
How they had Fiends and Spectres at Command, 
And from the Tombs could call the ſtalking Ghoſts, 
And mutter Words, and ſummon hideous Forms 


From Hell, and from the Bottom of the Deep : 
They thought them Gods, and not of mortal Race, 


And gave them Cities, and ador'd their Learning, 
And beg'd them to communicate their Art, 

And teach the Daniſh Touth their Myſteries. 

The Towns, wherein they taught their Magick Skill, 
Mere Falias, Finias, Murias, Gorias ; 

Four Men well read in helliſh Wickedneſs, 
Moirfhias the Chief, a Wizard of Renown, 

And ſubtile Erus, Arias Sbilld in Charms, 

And Semias fam'd for Spells, theſe four preſided 

In the four Towns to educate the Touth. 


At length theſe ſtrolling Necromancers ſail d 
From Norway, and landed on the Northern Shore 


Of Scotland; but perfidiouſiy convey d 

Four Monuments of choice Antiquity 

From the four Cities given them by the Danes; 
From Falias the Stone of Deſtiny 

From Gorias they brought the well tryd Sword 
Of Luighaidh, from Finias à Spear, 

From Murias a Caldron. 


The Tuatha de Danans continued ſeven Years in the 
North of Scotland, and then they removed to [reland ; 
they arrived there upon the firſt Monday in the Month 
of May, and immediately they ſet fire to their Ship- 
ping, as the Poet obſerves in this manner, 


They land upon the Shore, and then they burn 
Their Ships, reſolving never to return. 


When they came upon the Coaſt they had Recourſe to 
their Inchantments to ſcreen them from the Obſervation 
of the Inhabitants; and accordingly by their Magick 
Skill they formed a Miſt about them for three Days and 


three Nights, and in this undiſcerned manner they 
1 | marched 
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marched thro' the Country, without being diſcovered by 
theF:rboles, till they came to a Place called $/zabh an Farum, 
from whence they diſpatched Embaſſadors to Eochaidh 
Son of Hire, and to the Nobility of the F;rbolgs to demand 
the Kingdom, or challenge them to a deciſive Battel. 

This audacious Summons furpris'd the King, who im- 
mediately raiſed an Army, and with all the Forces of 

his Country he advanced to give them Battel. This 

Prince and his Soldiery engaged with great Bravery 
againſt the Tuatha de Danans, and the Fight was bloody 

and deſperate on both ſides; but the F:rbolgs unable to 
withſtand the Enchantments of their Enemies were at 

laſt defeated with the Loſs of ten thouſand, or, as other 
Hiſtories with more Probability inform us, of an hun 
dred thouſand upon the Spot. Ir was the Diſtance of 83 
thirty Years between the Battle of South Muighe Twr- ar 7 rugs. 
readh, and the Battel of North Muzghe Tinrreadh, as 

the Poet computes in theſe Verles : 


Since the ſharp Fight at South Muighe Tuirreadh 
To the Battle fought at North Muighe Tuirreadh 


Where Ballar the great General was ſlain, 
Was thirty Tears. 


Some of the Antiquaries of /reland are of opinion o tm mae- 
that the Tuatha de Danans were ſo called becauſe they * Daa 
were Deſcendents from the three Sons of Danay the ta bc. 
Daughter of Dealbaorth, Son of Ealathan, Son of Nezd. 

The Names of theſe Brothers were Bryan, Juchor and 
Tuchorba ; Their Grandfather was Dealbaoith, Son of Eala- 
than, Son of Meid, Son of Jondabi, Son of Allaoz, Son 
of Tait, Son of Tabhairn, Son of Kana, Son of Baath, 
8 onof /bath, Son of Jarbhainel Faidh, Son of Nemedius. 
This Colony of People were called Tuatha de Danans,as 
they were the Poſterity of the three Sons of Danan, who 
were ſo expert in the Black Art, and the Myſtery of 
Charms and Enchantments, that the Inhabitants of 
the Country where they lived, diſtinguiſh'd them 
by the Name of Gods, as appears from an old Poem 


that begins thus E:/d;g a Evlacha gan on, &c. where- 


in mor three Brothers are ſtiPd Deities : The Lines are 
theſe. | 


The 
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| The Tuatha de Danans had their Name 
From the three Brothers, Bryan, Juchorba 
And ſuchor, /lain by Logha Son of Eithlean. 
ir o bandn 


Ceaona ng. From Danan the Mother of theſe Brothers the two Hills 
wren da at Luachair Dheagha in Deſmond were called da Chidb 


did Odndn Danan. 
J luacg de- 


agdG dy There is another Opinion among our learned Anti- 

de af numam. quaries that the Tuhatha de Danans were ſo called becauſe 
hey were divided into three Tribes, the firſt was known 
by the Name of 7ratha, and conſiſted of the Nobility 
and the go gn ja Leaders of the Colony ; for Tuatha 
ſignifies a Lord or a Commander; and from hence it 
was that the two beautiful Women Beachoil and Danan 
were called Bantuathachs, that is, Ladies, as the Poet 
remarks in this manner. 


Beachoil and Danan, whoſe Charms divine 
In every Air and every Feature ſhine, 
Mere Ladies deeply vers'd in Magick Skill, 
But by Decree of Fate untimely fell. 


Jo ee The ſecond Tribe of the Tuatha. de Danans were called 
nan, Dee, that is, Gods; theſe were Druids or Prieſts. The 
third Tribe were ſtiled Dee Danans, that is, Gods of 
Danan; they chiefly applied to the Study of Poetry, 
and the Art of compoſing Verſes; for Dan ſignifies 
Art, and likewiſe a Poem or Song. The three Sons 
of Danan, Bryen, Juchor and Juchorba were called 
Gods from their ſurpriſing Performances in the Black 
Art, and they had the Name alſo of Tuatha de Danans, 
becauſe they were the chief Lords and Commanders of 
the whole Colony. 
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The GEN EALOGY of ſome of the Prin- 


cipal Nobility of the Tuatha de Da 


nans. 


HE Family of Hochaidb Ollamb were deſcended do gasu— 
from Daghaba, Ogma, Alloid, Breas and Deal- Sass 
bhaoith the five Sons of Ealathan, Son of Neid, Son of 105 wh. 
Jondaoi, Son of Allans, Son of Tau, Son of Tabhairn, 3 
Son of Hana, Son of Bathath, Son of Jobhath, Son of 
Beothaidh, Son of Jarhhaimel Faidh, Son of Nemedins, 
Son of Adnamam and Mananan, Son of Aloid, Son of 
Dealhbhaonth. The ſix Sons of Dealhhaoith were Ogmha, 
Hiacha, Ollamh, Jondabt, Bryan, Juchor and Juchorha. 
Aongus, Hugh, Cearmad and Midhir were the four Sons 
of Daghdha. Lnghaidh the Son of Cem, Son of Dian- 
ceacht, Son of Haſaraig, Son of Mid, Sons of Jondao: 
Gabhneoin ; allo Cerdne, Dianceacht and Luchtaine Cair- 
bry the famous Poet, Son of Taro, Son of Turril, Bi- 
thro Son of Carbrie, Cauchean, Son of Tabhairn, Fiacha 
Son Of D ealbhaonh, and his Son Ollamh Son of Fiacha 
Caicer. Neachtaia Son of Mamaith, Son of Echoaidh 
Garbh, Son of Duach Doill, Hodbmall Son of Carrbre 


Crom, Son of Ealembuir, Son of Dealhhaoith. Eire 2 


CudTd de 


Fodbla and Banha were the three Daughters of Fiacha, aan an re 


Son of Dealbhaoth, Son of Ogma, and Einin the 
Daughter of Eadarlamb was the Mother of theſe three 
Siſters. Their Female Deities were Badhbha, Macha, 
and Moriogan. Their Ladies of Beauty and Quality 
were Danan and Beochuill; Bridbid was a Poeteſs of 
Note. They had two eminent Princes Fea and Mean, 
who gave the Name to Magh Feidhmhuin in Munſter : 
they poſſeſſed 7riathre Torc, from whence Trahtirne in 
Munſter was fo called; they defeated the AMfican Pyrates 
in the Battle of North Muzghe Tuirreadb; and routed 
the Firbolgs in South Murghe Turrreadh ; In the firſt of 
theſe Engagements Nuagatt had his Hand cut off, in 
the latter he loſt his Head. 
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by the Name of 7ratha, and conſiſted of the Nobility 
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ſignifies a Lord or a Commander; and from hence it 
was that the two beautiful Women Beachoil and Danan 
were called Bantuathachs, that is, Ladies, as the Poet 
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In every Air and every Feature ſhine, 

Mere Ladies deeply vers'd in Magick Skill, 
But by Decree of Fate untimely fell. 
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nan. Dee, that is, Gods; theſe were Druids or Prieſts. The 
third Tribe were ſtiled Dee Danans, that is, Gods of 
Danan; they chiefly applied to the Study of Poetry, 
and the Art of compoſing Verſes; for Dan ſignifies 
Art, and likewiſe a Poem or Song. The three Sons 
of Danan, Bryen, Juchor and Juchorba were called 
Gods from their ſurpriſing Performances in the Black 
Art, and they had the Name alſo of Tuatha de Danans, 
becauſe they were the chief Lords and Commanders of 
the whole Colony. 
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H E Family of Hochaidb Ollamh were deſcended do g4%1- 
from Daghdha, Oama, Alloid, Breas and Deal- 3 
bhaoih the five Sons of Halatban, Son of Neid, Son of 98 — 
Jondabi, Son of Alllabi, Son of Tait, Son of Tabhairn, 3 de 
Son of Hana, Son of Bathath, Son of Jobhath, Son of 
Beothaidh, Son of Jarhhamel Faidh, Son of Nemedns, 

Son of Adnamain and Mananan, Son of Mloid, Son of 
Dealbhaorth. The ſix Sons of Dealhhaoith were Ogmha, 
Fiacha, Ollamh, Jondabi, Bryan, Juchor and Juchorba. 
Aongus, Hngh, Cearmad and Midhir were the four Sons 

of Daghdha. Lnghaidh the Son of Cein, Son of Dian- 

ceacht, Son of Eaſaraig, Son of Meid, Sons of Jondaos 
Gabhneom ; allo Cerdne, Dianceacht and Luchtaine Cair- 

bry the famous Poet, Son of Taro, Son of Turril. Bi- 

thro Son of Carbrie, Caitchean, Son of Tabhairn, Fiacha 

Son Of D ealbhaorth, and his Son Ollamh Son of Hacha 
Caicer. Meachtain Son of Mamanh, Son of Echoaidh 
Garbh, Son of Duach Doill, Hiodbmall Son of Cairbre 3 
Crom, Son of Ealcmhuir, Son of Deallhaoitb. Eire 8 
Fodhlaand Banba were the three Daughters of Fiacha, dann an ro 
Son of Dealbhaoth, Son of Ogma, and Einin the 
Daughter of Eadarlamh was the Mother of theſe three 
Siſters. Their Female Deities were Badhbha, Macha, 

and Moriogan. Their Ladies of Beauty and Quality 
were Danan and Beochuill; Bridhid was a Poeteſs of 

Note. They had two eminent Princes Fea and Mean, 

who gave the Name to Magh Feidhmbuin in Munſter : 

they poſſeſſed 7riathre Torc, from whence Trahtiirne in 
Munſter was fo called; they defeated the AMficau Pyrates 

in the Battle of North Muighe Tuirreadh; and routed 

the Firbolgs in South Muigbe Tiurreadb; In the firſt of 

theſe Engagements Nuagatt had his Hand cut off, in 

the latter he loſt his Head. 
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An AccounT of the KINGS of the 


Tuatha de Danans, and the time of their 
Reten. 


UaDHa AIRGIODLAMH, or the Her- handed, 
the Son of Eachtach, Son of Eadarlamh, Son of 
Ordan, Son of Allai, Son of Tait, Son of Tabhran, 
Son of Zana, Son of Baath, Son of Jobhath, Son of 
Beothach, Son of Jarbhamel Faidh, Son of Nemedius, 
Son of Adnamarn, reigned King of Ireland thirty Years, 
and was ſlain by Ealadh, Son of Dealhbhaorth, and by 
Ballar ua Neid in the Battle of North Muighe Tur- 


_ rveadh. 


BREAS Son of Ealathan, Son of Neid, Son of Jon- 
dani, Son of Allai, Son of Tabharn, Son of Kana, Son 
of Baath, Son of [bhath, Son of Beothach, Son of Jar- 


Hbainel Faidh, Son of Nemedins ſucceeded and reigned 


Lugar lam- 
ada mae 


cem do on- 


duig donaè 
CTailrion g 
cu. 


ſeven Vears. 

LuiG6HalDH LAMFHADHA, or, the Long- handed, 
was his Succeſſor; he was the Son of Cem, Son of Dian- 
ceatch, Son of Eachtaingbreac, Son of Neid, Son of 
Jondaoi, Son of Allaz, and his Reign continued fort 
Years. This Prince firſt ordained the Aſſembly of 
Tailtean, in Honour to the Memory of Tailte the 
Daughter of Magh Mor King of Hain. She was 
Wife to Eochaidb, Son of Eirc, the late King of the 


Vurbolgs, and was afterwards married to Duach Doil a 


great General of that Colony; ſhe took care of the 


Education of this Luigbaidb in his Minority, and had 
him inſtructed in the Maxims of Government: In Gra- 


titude for the Favours he had received from the Care 


and Tuition of this Lady, he inſtituted the Aſſembly 


( lyT7,e 
gu la.» 
cur ami 
vUimpideep. 


of Tailtean, and appointed Tilts and Tournaments as 
a Tribute to her Memory. Theſe warlike Exerciſes re- 
ſembled the old Olymprick Games, and they were obſerv- 
ed upon the firſt of Augyſt every Year, a Day which is 
{till diſtinguiſh'd by the Name of Lughna/a from this 
[:ghaidh King of Ireland. 


DacHDHa the Great ſucceeded, he was the Son of 
Kalathan, Son of Dealhhaoith, Son of Neid, Son of 


Jondaboi, Son of Allai, Son of Tait, Son of Tabairn, 


Son of Hana, Son of Baath, Son of Jobhath, Son of 


Beothach, Son of FJarbhamel Faidh, Son of Nemedius; 
his Reign was ſeventy Years. DPALB- 


on 4 "». + 8 q S g , 
X a 0 a ö *»\ N SES ens» of os CEL bs. _ , k 
« * 2 I "454.6 if 9 ö CF Y PR % Y - q ys - 
DIS Der HIRE nl ont A 12 : 0 > 


IR E LAND. 51 

DEALBHAOITH the Son of Oghmhagrian Figs, Son VV 
of Ealathan, Son of Dealbhoath, Son of Neid, Son of 
Jondaoi, Son of Allaz, Son of Tau, Son of Tabairn, 

Son of Zana, Son of Baath, Son of Johhath, Son of 
Beothach, Son of Jarbhainel Faidh, Son of Nemedins, rei gn- 
ed next; he was King of /reland ten Years. 

FiacHADH ſucceeded; he was the Son of Dealhha- 
oith, the Son of Ealathan, Son of Deallhabih, Son of 
Neid, Son of Jondaoi, Son of Allai, Son of Tau, Son 
of Tabhairn, Son of Hana, Son of Baath, Son of Job- 
haith, Son of Beothach, Son of Jarhhamel, Son of Ne- 
medius; he ſat upon the Throne ten Years, and was 
ſlain by one Eagan at a place called Ard Breac. 

Macuilt, Mactacur and Mac GrEiNE they, cn 
three Sons of Cearmada Mzirbheool, the Son of Dagh- Nae ear 
aba ſucceeded. Theſe Princes reigned thirty Years, Stem 
and ſome of the [1/þ Antiquaries imagine that the 
Iſland was divided between the three Brothers into 


three equal parts, they depended upon the Authority 
of an old Poet, who ſays 


Three Brothers Macuill, Maceacht and Mac Greine 
Divided equally the Iſle between them. 


But this appears to be a Miſtake; for the Kingdom of ,cuveaz 
Ireland was never thus divided: Theſe three Princes I flartrr >», 
confeſs, ruled alternately, one every Year, which ſeems ace. 
to give occaſion for this Opinion. The reaſon why 

they were called Macuill, Maceacht, and Mac Greine 

was, becauſe the Idols they ſeverally worſhiped were 
diſtinguiſh'd by theſe Names. Macuill adored for his 

Deity Cuill, that is, a Log of Wood; Maceacht wor- 

ſhiped Ceachr, in Engliſh, a Plough-ſhare; and Mac 

Greine choſe Grian for his God, which ſignifies the 

$41. But the proper Names of theſe Princes were Ea- 

thoir, Teathoir and Ceathorr. Kathorr or Maceacht had 

Banba for his Wife; Teathozr or Macuill was married to rodla, Dar- 
Fodhla; and Ceathoir, who was called Mac Greine was 2 oe 
the Huſband of Eire. The right Name likewiſe of 
Orrbhſion was Mananan ; from him Loch Oirbihſiun was ſo 

called, becauſe when his Grave was digging the Lake 

broke out, as the Poet thus obſerves. 


a 00 — Eathoir 0 3 
I . 1 2 
A fierce, a cruel, but a warlike Prince 2%. hay 


Paid Homage to a Log ; his Wife was Banba ; | 
I Brave 
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LY Brave Teathoir the charming Fodla choſe, 
| A Hero wiſe and valiant, but adored 
A ruſty Plough- ſhare for his God; his Brother 
Mas Ccathoir, generous and bold, his Queen 
Was the fair Eire, and his God the Sun. 
Oirbhſion properly was Mananan called, 
From him Loch Oirbhſion recezved a Name. 


do rew The Pſalter of Caſhel computes the whole time that the 
1 Tuatha de Danans continued in Ireland to be a hundred 
a ττii 
and ninety ſeven Vears, as the Poet expreſſes it thus, 


hundred and ninety ſeven Tears complete, 
The Tuatha de Danans, a famous Colony, 
The Iriſh Scepter ſway d. 


THE 
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ORIGINAL 
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WITH A 


Succindt AccounrT of their Travels, Ge- 
nealogies and Adventures, 


From Feniuſa Farſa King of Scythia, till 
the time of their firſt Invaſion of I R E- 
LA N D. 


N order to obſerve a Method and Regu- Craobyga- 

larity in deſcribing the Original of the —— 
} al $cy:b7ans; Tam to take notice that they were ig o I- 

the Poſterity of Japhet the Son of Noah ; 3 

Mofes in ſettling the Genealogy of the * 

triarchs in the tenth Chapter of the Book of Geneſis, 

makes mention of two Sons of Japhet, Gomer and Ma- 

gog. Gomer, he fays, had three Sons, Aſbtenax, Ri- 

pbath and Togarmah, but the ſacred Penman gives no 

Account of the Sons of Magog, who was the great An- 

ceſtor of the Scythian Nation. It is the Buſineſs of this 

Hiſtory therefore, to be as particular as may be, in trac- 
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ning the lineal Deſcendents of this Son of Japhet, which 
I find recorded in the Book of [rva/rons, upon whole 
Authority we may depend; for the whole Account is faith - 
fully collected and tranſcribed from the moſt valuable and 
authentick Chronicles of the Iriſb Affairs, particularly 

Leab4 do- from that choice Volume called Leabhar dhroma Sne- 

nermeT© achta, or, the White Book, that was written before St. 
Patrick firſt arrived in Ireland, to propagate Chriſtianity 
in that Country. 

We are informed then by this ancient Manuſcript, 
that Magog had three Sons, their Names were Baath, 
Tobhath and Fathochta, from Baath deſcended Feninſa 
Farſa, King of Scythia, who was the Founder of the 
Gadelians. The Poſterity of Jobhath were the Amazons, 
the Battrians and Parthians. Fathochta was the Ance- 

Peprotas ſtor of Partholanus, who firſt ſettled a Colony in /reland 
eeddzabdl- after the Flood. Numedius the Firbolgs and Tuatha de 
—— Danans, the Longobardians, the Huuus, Goths and many 
other Nations deſcended from Magog, and came origi- 
nally out of Scyth;a, Ala who called himſelf the 
Scourge of God and the Terror of the World, was 
likewiſe of the Poſterity of Magog. This warlike Scythian 
conquered Panonia, and troubled the Roman 3 for 
many Years, he overran Italy, and fought with great 
Bravery againſt the Germans. Peliorbes the King of the 
Humns was a Scythian, who made War upon Juſtinian the 
Roman Emperor; the Inhabitants of Daunia, a part of 
the Country of Apulia owe their Original to the Scy- 
thians, as do the greateſt Number of the People in the 
Cabaie a- Tyrk;ſh Empire. 
gs Epiphanius is of opinion that the Scythian Monarchy 
began ſoon after the Flood, and continued to the Cap- 
do enedd tivity of Babylon; he ſays farther that the Laws, Cu- 
23 ſtoms and Manners of the Scythians were received b 
other Nations as the Standards of Policy, Civility and 
polite Learning, and that they were the firſt after the 
Flood who attempted to reform Mankind into Notions 
of Courteſy, into the Art of Government, and the 
Practice of good Manners. Johannes Boemus in the 
ninth Chapter of his ſecond Volume, where he treats 
of the Laws and Cuſtoms of all Nations, remarks that 
the Scythians were never corrupted by the rude and ſa- 
vage Behaviour of any foreign Nation; and Fo/ephus 
obſerves, that the Grecrans call the Scythians by the 
Name of Magogoi becauſe they were the Deſcendents of 
Magog. 
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It is the Obſervation of Johannes Nauclerns that the 
Scythians were always famous for worthy and heroic 
Acts, and that Hiſtorians when they ſpeak of them, 
give them the Character of a brave and generous Peo- 
ple. Herodotus in his fourth Book tells us that Darius 
the powerful King of Perſia was expelled by the Scy- 
thians out of their Country with Infamy and Diſgrace; 
and this is confirm'd by Juſtin the Abreviator of Trogus, Nong o 
who inlarging upon the military Exploits of the Scythian fag an 8 
Nation, gives this glorious Account of them. Scythz © | 
ipſi perpetuò ab alieno imperio aut matt: aut indicti manſe- 
rum; Darium regem Perſarum turp; ab Scythia ſummo- 
verunt fuga; Cyrum cum omm exercity trucidarunt ; Alex- 
andri magni ducem Zopyrona part ratione cum copiis univer- 
ſis deleverunt ; Romanorum andrvere ſed non ſenſere Arma. 
The Scythians were enher always free from the Attempts 
of any other Nation, or came off Conquerors when they were 
attackd. They drove Darius the Perſian King out of Scy- 
thia, who was glad to ſave himſelf by a cowardly and igno- 
minious Flight. They killed Cyrus and his whole Army. 
They fought with the ſame Succeſs againſt Zopyron one of luf ya Sei- 
Alexander's Generals, and deſtroyed him and all his Forces. dia yaon o 
They had heard indeed of the Arms of the Romans but never nag _ 
felt them. A Character that no other People of the 
World ſo eminently deſerv'd, and which we have no 
reaſon to ſuſpect of Partiality, as it came from an Author 
who was a Roman, who ſeldom beſtows too large Enco- 
miums upon the military Exploits of any foreign or 
barbarous Nation, 
The Author of the Polichronicom in the thirty ſeventh 
Chapter of his firſt Book informs us that the Poſterity 
of Gadelas were called Scyth: or Scythians; the Word 
Heythi, he ſays, is derived from Fcuit, and it is certain 
that the Mileſiaus may with equal Propriety be called 
Scythians from the Word Scurt, as the old Engliſh in Ire on Serra 
land are ſtil'd Goill from Gallia, which is the Country © Seu. 
from whence they were originally deſcended. So that gout ann- 
the Gadehans may, with the ſame right be called Scy- 115 954 
thians fron Scythia, as the old Engliſh are called Goill 
from the Country of Gaul from whence they came. 
Theſe Obſervations which I have collected from the 
learned Manuſcripts and Annals of our own Nation, 
and from the Authority of foreign Hiſtorians, make 
it evident, I preſume, that the Gadeliaus, and by Conſe- 
quence the Ailefians are properly diſtinguiſh'd by the 
I 


Name 
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Name of Scythians, as they owe their Original to thoſe 


Oo uo 
Nhiul do 
Sort ꝗ en 
Scuid. 


illuſtrious People, and are Deſcendents from a Nation 
ſo famous for Civility, for good Laws and good Govern- 
ment; and their Poſterity the Gadelians always 1 | 
themſelves worthy of ſo brave Anceſtors; for they re- 
tained the ſame Love for Politeneſs, for Learning and 
learned Men, they fought valiantly in the Field, were 
faithful Allies, peaceable to their Neighbours, but ſe- 
vere Revengers of broken Leagues and abuſed Faith. 
Their Monarchy continued in Ireland under eighty one 
abſolute Kings of their own Blood, and of the Gadelian 
Family, not to mention a great Number of their Pro- 
vincial Princes, and other illuſtrious Nobility, by which 
they may juſtly claim a Relation to the warlike, the 
civilized and learned Scythians, who make ſuch a Fi- 
gure in Hiſtory, and are juſtly eſteemed the Stan- 
dards of Probity, Bravery and Honour throughout the 
World. 

Norareweto forget in this place that the Poſterity of 
Mul the Son of Feniuſa Farſa were generally called Scy- 
thians. This Niul was the ſecond Son of Feninſa Farſa, 
and had no ſhare of the Government allowed him b 
his Father or his elder Brother who ſucceeded. He 
was ſent abroad with a numerous Attendance to travel 
into foreign Parts, and when he came near the Borders 
of Egypt, he order'd his People, whom he deſign'd to 
{ettle as a Colony in ſome convenient Country, not to 
forget that they were the Natives of Scyzh:ia, that they 
ſhould diſtinguiſh themſelves by the Name of S$cuzz or 
Scots, that their Poſterity might be ever mindful of 
their Original, and glory in being Deſcendents of the 
Scythian Nation. This young Prince had no other 
Portion given him by his Father, but the Privelege of 
travelling and the Benefit of the publick Schools, and to 


an Seot de improve himſelf in the ſeventy two learned Languages, 


IOTTION. 


for Feniuſa Farſa left his Monarchy intire to Menu his 
eldeſt Son, 
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A particular Account of the Original of the 
Gadelenians, and of their Adventures till 
they invaded IRE LAND. 


Here are ſome of the Latin Authors who imagine 
that Gadelas was the Son of Argos or Cecrops, 

who was King of the Argo, that is, the Grecians, call- 
ed in the old Iriſh Gaoidheal; but this muſt be a Mi- y,,z,,,. 
ſtake, becauſe St. Auirm informs us that the Family of nun Sao. 
Cecrops began about the time that Jacob was born, which . 
was about four hundred and thirty two Years after the 
Deluge; and the ſame Father allows the Crown to conti- 
nue in that Line but two hundred and fifteen Years, by 
which Computation it follows, that about ſix hundred and 
ſixty ſeven Years after the Flood, the Government was 
removed out of their Family, and their Monarchy ex- 
pired. So that it is impoſſible that Gadelas ſhould be 
the Son of Argos or kad becauſe Hector Boetius in his stg na hal- 
Hiſtory of Scotland ſays that the Gadeliaus were in Egypt ban. 
when Mo/es was working Wonders in that Country for 
the Delivery of the Maelites, and the Book of the [r:/h 
Imoaſions agrees with that Computation. 

The Book of Invaſions gives an Account that about 
this time Gadelas was born; he was the Son of Mul, 
Son of Teniuſa Farſa, King of Scythia, Son of Baath, 
Son of Magog, his Mother was Scoza the Daughter 
of Pharaoh Cingris King of Egypt. Moſes began to go- 
vern the //-aeltes in Egypt about ſeven hundred ninety 
ſeven Years after the Deluge, and according to that 
Computation there were about three hundred and fifty 
five Years from the Reign of Cecrops till Gadelas was 
born, ſo that it was impoſſible for Gadelas to be a Son 
of Cecrops. | | | 

Other Authors are fond of inſiſting that the Gadehans 
came from Greece into Scythia, and from thence they 
travelled by Land into Egypt; Theſe Writers are of 
opinion that the Word Scythia is as much as to ſay Ni hiayan 

ah Sgeach or Sceachach, which they ſuppoſe ſignifies Scat 0. 
Land; but upon comparing the Word Scyzhia in the WS 20 
Pronunciation with either of theſe, eſpecially the laſt vallan. 
Letters of it we ſhall find there is no manner of Ana- 
logy in the Sound between zh, db, th, or ch and ia, which 
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WYV are the laſt Letters of the Word Scyzh;a. This Miſtake 
ariſes from a profound Ignorance of ſome Authors to the 

Iriſh Language and the Forwardneſs of others to gueſs 

and deliver their Sentiments about what it is impoſſible 

they ſhould underſtand. They will have it that the Ga- 

bug eor- delians muſt come originally out of Creece, becauſe the 
1 Solemnity of the Gadehan Triumphs, their Sports, 
beara agur Tilts and Tournaments, and many other of their 
de B& Cuſtoms, bear a very near Reſemblance to the Practice 
rei drnge Of the Grecians; from whence they unadviſedly con- 
re h. clude, that the Gadeliaus were originally Natives of 
Greece; but this Similitude of Manners and Cuſtoms 

will be ſoon accounted for, if we conſider that the ſe- 

veral Invaders of [re/and after the Deluge, except Neme- 

dius and the Mzleſrans, took Greece in their way to [re- 

land, and reſided there for ſome time. Partholanus, we 

have obſerved, came out of Midonia, ſuppoſed to be 
Macedonia in Greece; the Firbolgs ſet out [420 Thracia, 

and the Tuatha de Danans from Achaia near Bæotia and 

the City of Thebes. So that thoſe Invaders who either 

came out of Greece, or travelled thro? part of it in their 

way to Ireland, may be ſuppoſed to retain ſome of the 
Manners and Uſages of that Country ; and we may pre- 

ſume the Gadelians, when they came to [reland, learnt 

of the Inhabitants they found there, ſome of thoſe Cu- 

ſtoms which the Followers of Partholanus, or the Colony 

of the F;rbolgs had introduced into the Iſland. But to 

aſſert poſitively that the Gadehans were originally de- 
ſcended from the Greeks, is what has no Foundation in 
Hiſtory, nor the Authority of any faithful Writer to 
ſupport it: It is a mere Conjecture, built only upon 

a diſtant Reſemblance of certain Sports and Exerciſes be- 

tween the Greeks and the Gadelians, which we have 

very eaſily accounted for. It ſeems ſtrange that any 

Perſon ſhould attempt to write the Hiſtory of a Nation 

whoſe Language he is unacquainted with, and who can 

come at no more Knowledge of its Antiquity, than he 
receives thro? the corrupted Chanel of Tradition, or 

Sd S the Relation of foreign Authors. The {:/þ Tongue 
8 is obſcure and difficult to be underſtood, and the Na- 
tives of Ireland who ſpeak it properly enough, can hardly 

attain the Knowlege of its Charactres, eſpecially to read, 

and perfectly become accquainted with the ancient Re- 

cords ; which ought to diſcourage a Foreigner from writing 

about the Origin of the /r:/þ Nation, and likewiſe to ren- 
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der a faithful Tranſlation of the Ii Manuſcripts the 
more valuable in the Opinion of every one who bears any 
Regard to the genuine Antiquities of that Kingdom. 


A full Account of the moſt illuſtrious Feniuſa 
. Farſa, Grandfather of Gadelas, till his Re- 


turn from Magh Seanoir ; with the Parti- 
culars of his Death. 


HE great Feninſa Farſa, King of the Scythian Na- 

tion, was a Prince who applied himſelf to the 
Study of Letters, and made it his Buſineſs to underſtand 
the ſeveral Languages of the World, which began from 
the general Confuſion of Tongues at the Tower of 
Babel; From the time of Adam till the building of that 
Tower, there was but one univerſal Language, which 
the ancient Chronicles of Vreland call Gartigarran, 
which ſignifies the Human Tongue. But when Nimrod 
and his profane Confederates attempted to erect that coneargas 
Structure, Providence thought fit to interpoſe and put v zreang- 
a Stop to the Undertaking, by perplexing the Work-** T0. 
men with a Diverſity of Speech, and confounding them 
with ſtrange Languages, which effectually hinder'd 
their Deſign, and prevented the finiſhing of the Build- 
ing: But the Wiſdom of God thought fit to preſerve 
the genuine and original Language, which was the 
Hebrew, in the Family of Heber, from whom it was 
called the Hebrew Tongue. This good Man being in- 
form'd of the wicked Attempts of Mmrod and his Ac- 
complices, and that they propoſed by erecting a Tower 
to ſecure themſelves from a ſecond Deluge, which they 2e 

f yd 

42049 would again overflow the World, oppoſed af d ala an 
their Deſign, and refuſed to aſſiſt them in raiſing the *. 
Structure; he told them it was a vain and audacious 
Enterpriſe, carried on in Defiance of Heaven, whoſe 
Decrees it was impoſhble to withſtand or diſappoinr. 
But this Remonſtrance made no Impreſſion upon the 
Projectors, who thought to raiſe their Tower to a 
Height which the Waters could never reach, and by 
that means ſecure themſelves and their Families from 
the Danger of another Flood. But a Confuſron of 
Language broke all their Meaſures, and the faithful g.,-,4,, 


Heber for his Piety was rewarded with a Continuance 4 685 
| of οονꝰ a 


60 * The GENERAL HisTorr of 
. 2} the original Speech in his own Family, who pre- 


Snte 8 ſerv'd it uncorrupt, and in its native Purity delivered 
it to Poſterity. 

Feninſa Farſa, the Scythian Monarch, defirous to at- 
tain the Knowledge of the Hebrew Tongue, and to 
have it taught in the public Schools which he deſigned 
to erect, reſolved to go in Perſon to Magh Seanarr, 
which was near the Place where the Hebrew was the 
common Language of the Inhabitants. After the Confu- 
ſion at Babel, it is ſuppoſed there aroſe ſeventy two different 
Tongues; which chi Scythian Prince deſign'd if poſ- 

nook og ſible to be Maſter of; for this end he diſpatched ſeven- 
a ty two Perſons of Learning, with a Number, in caſe 
Fagluvta of Mortality, to ſupply their places, to the ſeveral parts 
EO of the known World, and commanded them to continue 
abroad for ſeven Years, that each of them might be 
perfectly acquainted with the Language of the Country 
where he chanc'd to reſide; then they were to return 
to Scy;hia, and inſtruct the Youth in the ſeveral Lan- 
Oo euas guages. Upon the Return of theſe learned Linguiſts 
Dag Sed into Scythia, Feninſa Farſa began his Journey to Magh 
vai. Seanarr, and left the Government of the Kingdom in 
his Abſence to Nenuall his eldeſt Son; as the Poet in- 
forms us in his Poem that begins thus, Canoimb Bunad- 
hus na ngaorahiol, &c. 


One was at firſt the Language of Mankind, 

Till haughty Nimrod with Preſumption blind, 

Proud Babel built ; then with Confuſion ſtruck 
Seventy two diff rent Tongues the Workmen ſpoke ; 

Theſe Languages the Scythian Monarch ſtrove 

To learn, and in his Schools his Touth improve. 


It was ſixty Years from the building of the Tower of 
Babel, till Feniu/a Farſa ſet out from the North, from 
his Country of Scy:h;a, and arrived at Magh Seanarr, 
and there began his Schools for the univerſal Lan- 
guages. This Computation we receive from Chro- 


nicles of great Antiquiy, and the Poet agrees with 
it in the following Verſes. 


From the Confuſion at the Tower of Babel 
Till Feniuſa Farſa from the North 
Arrived, was ſixty Tears. 


5 This 
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This learned Prince laid the Foundation of an Uni SE 
verſity at Magh Seanair near the City called Athens, whi-mura Scot 


ther he invited the Youth of the adjacent Countries to Se. 
frequent his Schools in order to attain the Knowleadg 


of the univerſal Languages, as the Poet obſerves in 
theſe Lines. 


In Magh Seanair after the lofty Tower 
Of Babel was erected; the firſt School 
At Athens was erected; where the Languages 


Were taught with Care, and the induſtrious Touth 
Inſtructed. 


The Perſons who had the Care of theſe Schools were cazap ne 
Feniuſa Farſa King of Scythia, Gadel the Son of Eathorr, batse mg 
of the Poſterity of Gomer, who was a Grecian, and Caob pr nag 

Caoin Chreathach, who came from Judea, and was like- rgoil. 


wiſe called Jar Mac Neamha, as the Poet writes in 
this manner. 


The Tutors who preſided in the Schools 
Were Gadel Son of Eathoir, and Jar 
The learned Son of Neamha the Hebrew, 
And Fenius the principal of all. 


Another Poet is of the ſame Opinion, which he ex- 


preſſes thus: 


The learned Monarch Feniuſa Farſa, 

And Gadel, perfect in the foreign Tongues, 

And Caoih, Friend to Truth, firſt took the Charge 
Of teaching Touth the Languages. 


Theſe three eminent Linguiſts firſt invented the 20 va _ 
Alphabet in the three principal Languages, in Hebrew, Sui ran 
_ Greek and Latin, which they inſcribed upon Tables of _* 
Wood, as the learned Cronfhaola who writ in the time 
of St. Columbanus or Colum Cill, juſtly obſerved. The 
ſame Author ſays, that Nion the Son of Pelus, the Son 
of Nimrod, was then the ſole Sovereign and Monarch of 
the Univerſe; and remarks farther that Mul, the ſe- 
cond Son of Feniuſa Farſa was born at Magh Seanarr 
about that time, for whoſe ſake Teniuſa continued 
twenty Years as the Preſident of the Schools he had erect- 
ed, that he might have his Son under his immediate 
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WYV Care, and make him perfect in the univerſal Lan- 
guages. It was in the forty ſecond Vear of the Reign 
of Min the Son of Pelus (as the Chronicles inform us) 
that the King of Scythia firſt began to build and eſta- 
bliſh his Schools at Magh Seanarr ; ſo that we may ſuppoſe 
continued he at Magh Seanarr ten Years after the Dearh of 
Nin the Son of Pelus: For all the Writers agree that 
he preſided as a Tutor over thoſe Schools for twenty 
Years. It likewiſe appears from the Computation of 
Bellarmine in his Chronicle, that the Schools at Magh 
Oo nes be Seanarr were firſt begun by Feniuſa Farſa, two hundred 
ba. * and forty two Years after the Flood. The ſame Author 
in his Chronicle computes that it was in the Year of the 
World one thouſand eight hundred and fifty, when Mon 
the Son of Pelus began his Monarchy, and governed 
the Nation of the Hebrews, which, according to the 
Hebrew Computation, allowed by Bellarmme, proves 
da bead that Mon began to reign two hundred Years after the 
buasas Flood; for from the Creation to the Deluge by the 
— 2 Account of Scripture was one thouſand ſix hundred 
d veon and fifty ſix Years, to which we are to add forty and two 
we Pen. Years of Mon's Reign that were ſpent before Fenin/a 
Far/a King of Scythia began his univerſal Schools; ſo 
that by this Calculation it appears, that the Foundation 
of the Schools was laid two hundred and forty two Years 
after the Flood, and they were kept open twenty Years, 
ten Years in the Reign of Mon, and ten Years after- 

wards, 

When Teniuſa Farſa the Scythian King had preſided 
dor dul twenty Years over the univerſal Schools he had erected, 
von Sec. he returned to Scythia, and began to build Semmaries of 

Learning in his own Country; Gadel the Son of Eathur 
he ordained Preſident, and commanded him to digeſt 
the Liſb Language into Form and Regulation, and to 
divide it into five ſeveral Dialects. The firſt was the 
Finian Diale& which was ſpoken by the Militia, and 
the Soldiery of the Iſland; the ſecond was the poetical, 
the third the Hiſtorical, the fourth was the Dialect of 
the Phyſicians, the fifth was the common Idiom, or the 
vulgar {iſh uſed in general by the People of the Coun- 
try: This Diale& received its Name from Gadel the 
Maſter of the Schools, and was called Gaoidhealg, that 
is, Iriſb, and not from Gadelas, as others imagine. 
This Gadel the Son of Eathur was ſo highly eſteemed 
by Mul the Son of Feniuſa Farſa, that in reſpe& to 
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him he called the young Prince, which he had by 
Scota the Daughter of Pharaoh Cingcris by the Name of 
Gaodhal or Gadelas as the learned Ceanfhoelta mentions 
in his Hiſtory. 

It is a Queſtion among Authors from whence the 
Word Gaodhal or Gadelas is derived: Becanus is of 
Opinion that it comes from Gaodin or Gaothin, which val S4 
ſignifies Gentle, and by adding the Syllable all, it, 


owelzo dn 


ſounds Gaodball, which ſignifies all Gentle. Others fe. 
imagine that it proceeds from the Hebrew Word Gadal, 
which ſignifies Great, becauſe Gadel the Son of Eathur 
(who was firſt called Gaodhal, that is, Gadel) was a 
great Proficient in Learning, and in the univerſal Lan- 
guages. Our Hiſtorians inform us, that he was called 
Gaodhal or Gadel, from the [ri/ſh Word Gaoith Dil, 
which ſignifies a Lover of Learnimg; for Learning in 
Enghſh in the [iſh Language is Gaotth, and Love is, _ _ 
the Engliſh for the Word Dil. The Grecian Philoſo- * 


Sao 
phers explain the Word in the ſame manner, and by F-ztwn 7 


Caoith dil they mean a Lover of Learning. * ” 
It is not obſerved by the [r:/þ Chronicles, that Feni- 
uſa Farſa had any more Children than two Sons, Nenu- 


all, who was the eldeſt, and Mull the younger Brother, 
as the old Poet remarks. 


The aged Monarch happy m his Sons, 
The learned Niul born near the Tower of Babel, 
And valiant Nenuall by Birth a Scythian. 


When Feniuſa Farſa had reigned two and twenty 
Years over the Scythian Money and had returned 
home from Magh Seanarr, he fell fick; and when he 
was near the Point of Death he demiſed the King- 
dom of Scythia to Nenuall his eldeſt Son, and left no- 
thing to Mul the younger Brother, but the Advan- 
tage ariſing from the m lick Schools he had erected, 


and the Benefit of inſtructing the Youth of the Coun- 
try in the learned Languages. 


—— — — 
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An Account of the Travels of Niul from 


Scythia into Egypt, and of his Adventures 
till his Death. 


HIS young Prince had employed himſelf for 
ſome time with great Applauſe in educating the 
Scythian Youth, inſomuch that the Fame of his Learn- 
ing and Accompliſhments was carried into diſtant 
Countries, till at length it reached the Ears of Pha- 
raoh Cingcris, King of Egypt. This Monarch was ſo 
charm'd with the Report that he had heard, that he 
immediately diſpatched Meflengers into Scythia to in- 
vite Mul into Egypt, to inſtruct the Youth of that 
Country: As the Poet mentions in theſe Lines; 


The Egyptian Monarch heard of Niul's Fame 
From diſtant Scythia, and admired his Learning. 


Niul accepted of the Invitation, and when he had been 
in Egypt a ſmall time, the King delighted with his 
Learning, and the Modeſty of his Behaviour, beſtow- 
ed upon him his Daughter Scoza, a Princeſs of great 
Beauty, and gave him the Lands of Capacirunt, that 
lie upon the Coaſts of the Red Sea. This is univer- 
ſally allowed by our Chronicles, and obſerved by the 


Poet Giolla Caomban in his Poem, which begins thus, 
Gaodhal Glas o dtaid Gaodhil. 


The Scythian ſoon comply d with the Requeſt, | 
But when he came, ſoft Love his Heart poſſeſs d, 8 
And, for a Reward, he was with charming Scota bleſs d. 

Pratc2 ns After his Marriage with the Princeſs, he erected Schools 

coahnde, and Seminaries of Learning in Capacirunt, and taught 

aw bub the Sciences and the univerſal Languages to the Youth 

abd gaba- of Egypt. At this time his Wife Scoza was delivered 

1,7 4119 of a Son, who by the Command of Mul was called 


gal. Caodbal, that is Gadelas. 
It may ſeem ſtrange perhaps that Mul (who was the 
fifth Deſcendent from Japhet) ſhould be cotemporary w th 
Moſes, eſpecially conſidering that it was the Spaceiof 
nine hundred and ninety ſeven Years from the Deluge, 
till Maſes took upon him the Command of the HMael- 


- ites 
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ztes; this Difficulty will be anſwer'd, if we obſerve that WV 


it was not impoſſible for Mul to live ſome hundred 
Years; for in thoſe Ages of the World, the Lives of 
Mankind were very long, as may be proved by the Te- 
ſtimony of Scripture. Hieber the Son of Saile, the eber me 
fourth Deſcendent from Sem, lived four hundred and ſixty ie. 
four Years, and dem himſelf lived five hundred Years 
after his Son Arphaxad was born. This Account we 
find in the eleventh Chapter of the Book of Geneſis. 
So that we are not ſo much to admire that NV ſhould 
live from the forty ſecond Year of the Reign of Moon 
the Son of Pelus, to the time that My/es came into 
Egypt: And the Wonder abates ſtill, if we may give 
Credit to Marianus Scotus, who ſays that it was three 
hundred and one and thirty Years after the Flood, when 
the Confuſion of Languages happened at the Tower 
of Babel; and we have the Evidence of the moſt au- 
thentick Records to prove that Mul was born a conſi- 
derable time after that Confuſion; ſo that the Age of 
this Prince is not at all incredible, nor is the Teſti- 
mony of the Scorz/h Author invalid, who places Vu 
as contemporary with Moſes. | 

During the time that Nzu/ reſided at Capacirunt near 
the Red Sea with his Wife Heota, and Gadelas his Son, 
the Children of //-ae/, under the Conduct of Mo/es and Narr 
Aaron, attempted to free themſelves from the Slavery of — W 
Egypt, and incamped near e Mul, ſomewhat 
ſurpriſed at the Number of thoſe Itinerants, who had 
fixed themſelves in his Neighbourhood, went himſelf 
in Perſon to make Diſcoveries, and to know their Bu- 
fineſs, and to what Nation they belonged. When he 
came to the Outſide of the Camp he met Aaron, of 
whom he inquired the Reaſon of their Incampment, 
and the Country they were of. Aaron very courteouſly 
gave him Satisfaction, and beginning the Hiſtory of 
the Hebrew Nation, related the ſeveral Adventures of 
that People; he informed him of the Bondage they 
had endured for many Years under the Taſkmaſters of 
the Egyptian King, and how the God they worſhipped 
had worked Wonders and Miracles for their Delive- y,,,g.ice 
rance, and had puniſhed with the moſt dreadful Judg- oe oo N 
ments the Cruelty of that barbarous Prince. Mil, at-Fre 
fected with this Relation, immediately offered his Friend- 
ſhip and Service to Aaron, and aſked whether he had 
ſufficient Proviſion for ſo numerous a People; and if 


S they 


66 The GENERAL HISTORY of 


they were in any Diſtreſs, he promiſed to furniſh him with 
Corn and all other Neceſſaries which his Country produc- 


F ed. This generous Act could not but be well received by - 
w ry A . . S-::vi 8 A 4 
wo A Aaron, who returned him Thanks for his Civility, and 


took his leave: When he returned to the Camp, he 
gave Account to Moſes of the Adventure he had met 
with, and the kind Offers that were made him by a 
neighbouring Prince. Mul likewiſe, when he came 
home, related the Hiſtory of the //-aeltes to ſome of 
the principal of his People, and repeated the Conver- 
ſation he had with one of their Commanders. 

It happened that upon the ſame Night the young 
Prince Gadelas, the Son of Mul, had the Misfortune to 
be bit in the Neck by a Serpent, as he was ſwimmin 

Set le Sa. (ſome ſay) in a River; tho? others aſſert that the Ser- 
tg me. pent came out of the adjacent Wilderneſs, and bit him 
in his Bed. The Venom inſtantly ſpread it ſelf thro' 
his Veins, and poiſoned the whole Maſs of Blood, ſo 
that the Prince languiſhed, and was reduced to the very 
Brink of Death. This dreadful Accident alarmed Nu 
and his People, who, upon Conſultation, reſolved to 
carry the expiring Prince to the Camp of the Hebrews, 
and intreat the Humanity of Mo/es that he would pra 
for his Recovery to that Almighty God, who had diſ- 
played his Power in ſo wonderful a Manner among the 
Egyptians. Moſes complied with their Requeſt, and 
addrefled himſelf fervently to God for the Safery of the 
young Prince; and laying his Rod that was in his Hand 
upon the Wound, the Youth immediately recovered, 
and was perfectly healed, but there remained a green 
Spot upon the Place where the Bite was. From this 
green Spot the Prince was afterwards called Gaoghal Glas, 
but by modern Authors Gadelas: Glas ſignifies green, 
and Gaodhal (as the Moderns corruptly pronounce it, 
tho' Gadel was the proper Name) being joined with it, 
is the Reaſon that he is generally called Gadelas; and 
from this Gaodhal or Gadelas, the Iriſh are called Clana 
Gaodhal, which is as much as to ſay the Poſterity of 
Gaodhal or Gadelas. | 
Ras j When Moſes had ſo miraculouſly cured this Bite of 
© 84 the Serpent, he propheſied, that wherever that young 
Prince or his Poſterity ſhould inhabit, the Country 
ſhould never be infeſted with any venomous Creature. 
This Prediction is fulfilled in the Iſland of Crete, now 
called Candia, where ſome of the Deſcendents of this 
I Prince 
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Prince remain to this Day: And it is well known that 
no poiſonous Creature will live in that Iſland, but they 
die immediately upon their Arrival as they do in J/re- 
land. Some, I confeſs, are of Opinion, that there 
were Serpents in /reland till St. Patrick arrived to pro- 
pagate Chriſtianity in that Country; but this Aſſertion Ni best de- 
depends upon the figurative Manner of Expreſſion, 4; berg at 
which is to be underſtood of Devils or infernal Spirits em mas. 
that may properly be called Serpents, and were expelled 
the Iſland by the Piety and Preaching of this Faint. 
But we have no Account in our ancient Annals of an 
Serpents in Ireland fince the Invaſion of the Country 
by the Gadehans, and by the univerſal Silence of our mop ygwb 
Hiſtorians we may with great Reaſon collect that there 1*0*75eT 
were no ſuch Creatures; and as a farther Teſtimony, ray bers 
we are to obſerve that the infernal Fiends or the Devils an em pr- 
are generally called Serpents in the Life of Saint Pa- 
tricł. 

We have an Account from ſome Antiquaries that 
Moſes locked a Chain he had in his Hand about the 
Neck of Gaodhal or Gadelas; and from thence he was 
called Gaodhal Glas, that is, Gadelas; for the Word 
Glas by another Termination in the [-;/h Language, 
ſignifies in the Enghſh a Lock, and by joining together 
the Words Gaodhal Glas, we come at the Name Gaod- 
halglas or Gadelas. In thoſe times every principal and 
chief Commander wore a rich Chain about his Arm, 
as a Badge of his Office, and a Diſtinction of his Au- 
thority. But as an Evidence that this young Prince ci tar 4 
had the Syllable Glas added to his Name from the Im- ae 
preſſion of the Serpexrs Teeth (which occaſioned "ions 
green Spot upon the Wound, in Iriſb called Glas) and 
not from a Cham locked about his Neck; I have in- 


ſerted the following Verſes, extracted from the Royal 
Records of Tarab. 


The hiſſmg Serpent, eager of his Prey, 
Aſcends the Couch, where ſleeping Gadel lay, 
In winding Mazes, then himſelf he roll'd 
And leap d upon him in a dreadful Fold, 
And ſhook his forked Tongue, and then around 
His Neck he twiſts, and gives a deadly Wound; 
From his black Gums he preſs d the killing Foam, 
And from his Mouth the blaſting Vapours come. 


68 


0 
Ws! 
"mm 
1 
. 
kj 
2 
Wh, 

Zdoval 

Slay o- 

nd1dTex 

Bacon. 


anſo. 


The GENERAL HISTORY 


Vie ſubtile Poiſon ſpreads thro every Vein, 


No Art, no Juice of Herbs can eaſe the Pain, 

Till Moſes with his never failing Wand, | 
Touch'd the raw Wound, which heal d at his Command, 
But a green Spot the tender Skin diſtain'd. 

From hence the princely Touth receiv'd his Name, 

And was called Gaodhal Glas. 


Other Antiquaries are of Opinion that he was call- 
ed Gaodhal Glas or Gadelas from the Brightneſs of his 
Armour, and the Shining of the Weapons he uſed in 
the Wars; as the Poet obſerves in this Manner. 


— T his Prince the virtuous Scota bore, 
From the bright Luſtre of the Arms he <wore 
Called Gaodhal Glas. 


From this Gavodhal Glas or Gadelas the Gadelians 
derive their Name, and the ih from him are called 
Canna Gaodhal; upon this Account an ancient Poet has 
theſe Lines. 


From Gadclas the Iriſh had their Name, 
The Scots from Scota, Feine from Fenius. 


Some of the [r;/b Chronicles aſſert that the Reaſon 
why Hcota the Mother of Gadelas was fo called, was, 
becauſe the Father of Gadelas was deſcended from the 
Scythian Race; among whom it was a Cuſtom to call the 
Women after their Huſband's Names. 35 

It is to be obſerved that this Princeſs was a different 


cead Seota Perſon from that Scota, who was the Wife of Golamh, 


afterwards called Mileſius King of Hpain, by whom he 
had fix Sons; For the Father of S$coza, the Mother of 
Gadelas, was Pharaoh Cingcris, King of Egypt, who 
perſued the Children of //-ael, as they fled from Sla- 
very, and periſhed in the Red Sea with all his Army; 
but the Father of that Scoza, who was the Wife of Mzle- 


ſias the King of Spain, was the fifteenth King of Egypr 


in Succeſſion from the Pharaoh abovementioned, and 
was diſtinguiſh'd by the Name of Pharaoh Nettonebus. 
When Niul had received the Prince his Son in per- 
fe& Health by the Prayers of Maßes, and in Return had 
ſupplied the //-aeles with Proviſions, and what was ne- 


ceſlary for their Journey ; he began to be . 
1 
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that his Father in Law would be diſpleaſed at the Ci 
vility he ſhewed a People, whom he eſteem'd as a Com- 

pany of Slaves, in a State of Rebellion againſt his Au- 
thority. He communicated his Fears ro Maſes, who duty Na- 
perſuaded him to remove himſelf and his People, and or aryo. 
accompany him into the promiſed Land, where he 
ſhould have a Part of the Country aſſign'd him for his 

own Support, and the Maintenance of his Followers; 

or, if he refufed this Propoſal, he would deliver up 

the Shipping which belong'd to the Crown of Egypz 

into his Hands, where he might diſpoſe of himſelf and 

his Subjects with Safety, till he found how the great 

God would deal with Pharaoh, who reſolved to perſue 

the Hebrews, and force them back into Slavery. This 
Motion Mau complied with; and accordingly Mes 
diſpatch'd a thouſand Men well arm'd, who made 
themſelves Maſters of the Ships, and delivered them 

into the Poſſeſſion of Mul, who with all poſſible Speed 

went on board with all his People, and ſtood out to 

Sea in Expectation of the Event. Upon the next Day 

the Waters of the Red Sea were divided, and a won- 
derful Paſſage made for the //-ae/ztes to go through; and 
Pharaoh, with the choiceſt Forces of his Kingdom at- 
tempting to follow them, were all drowned. Upon this 
memorable Tranſaction an old Poet has theſe Lines: 


The haughty Monarch with a Heart elate, 

Reſolved to follow, and to tempt his Fate. 

He ruſb d into the Deep, the Waters cloſe, 

And with impetuous Rage his Pride oppoſe : 

They cover all his Hoſt, and in their Courſe 
Sweep away ſixty thouſand Foot, and fifty thouſand Horſe. 


This Overthrow of the Egyptians was brought to pals 
about ſeven hundred and ninety ſeven Years after the 
Deluge. | | 

Mul obſerving from his Ships that Pharaoh and the ctana Nut 

Egyptian Army were deſtroyed, reſolved to return, and 45 fandeu- 

to fix himſelf and his People in their former Settle-5“ e. 
ment. He brought his Ships to Land, and went on 
Shore with all his Followers: After this Enterpriſe he 
had many Children, and lived till his Sons were able 
to bear Arms, and then died, leaving behind him the 
Character of one of the moſt learned and valiant 
Princes of his Age. Gadelas, after the Deceaſe of his 
T Father, . 
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Father, took upon him the Command, and admitted 
his Mother Heota into a Share of the Government, 
and they reigned together with great Wiſdom and 
Unanimity. 

It was obſerved before, that Mo/es had propheſied, 
that the Countries, wherever Gadelas or any of his 
Polterity ſhould: inhabit, ſhould not be infeſted with 
any po/ouons Creature; and he added likewiſe this Pre- 
diction, that the Poſterity of this Prince ſhould encou- 
rage the Sciences, and be the conſtant Patrons of Poets, 
Hhiloſophers, Hiſtorians, and Men of Learning in all Pro- 
feſſions. This Account we receive from an ancient 


Poet in the following Verſes to be found in the P/al- 
ter na rann. 


The holy Prophet was inſpir d, to ſee 

Into Events of dark Futurity, 

And ſata, for thee, young Prince, has Heaven in ſtore 
Bleſſings that Mortals ſcarce injoyd before: 

For whereſoger thy Royal Line ſhall come, 
Fruitful ſhall be their Land, and ſafe their Home ; 
No poiſonous Snake or Serpent ſhall deface 

The Beauty of the Field, or taint the Graſs , 

No noiſome Reptile with invenom'd Teeth, 8 
Nor deadly Inſect with infectious Breath, 

Shall ever bloat that Land, or be the Cauſe of Death ; 
But Innocence and Arts ſhall flouriſh there, 

And Learning in its lovely Shapes appear; 

The Poets there ſhall in their Songs proclaim 

Thy glorious Atts, and never dying Name. 


Gadelas had a Son born to him in Egypr, whom he 
named Eaſtu, he was the Father of Hu, who poſſeſſed 
and ruled over the Territory of his Anceſtors. The 
Succeſſor of Pharaoh Cingcris, who periſhed in the Red 
Sea with his whole Army, was Pharaoh an Tur ; he was 
a Prince of a military Diſpoſition, and recruited the 
Forces of his Kingdom after that wonderful Over- 
throw in his Predeceſſor's Reign. The Kings of Egypt 
were ſucceſſively called Pharaohs, till the time of Pha- 
raoch Nefonebus, who was the fifteenth in Succeſſion 
from Pharaoh Cingeris, that poſſeſſed the Throne of the 
Egyptian Monarchy. 


rous Army, with a Deſign of Revenge upon the Poſte- 
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An Account of the Expulſion of the Poſterity 
of Niul, and his People, out of Egypt, by 
Pharaoh an Tuir. 


TY Harach an Tiur upon his Succeſſion to the Crown 1 14bas 


of Egypt, immediately ſet himſelf to repair the fe 


Loſs ſuſtain'd in the laſt Reign, and raiſed a nume- Rom. © 


rity of Mul, and the Gadelians for ſeizing the Shipping, 
and aſſiſting the //ae/zes with Proviſions, when they 
incamped upon the Borders of the Red Sea; and when 
he had completed his Forces, he marched towards the 
Country of Capacirunt, and entred it with Fire and 
Sword. Walſmgham, in his Book called Hypodigma, 
gives the ſame Account, where he ſays, Egyptiis in mari 
rubro ſubmerſtis, illi qui ſuper fuerunt, expulerunt a ſe quendam 
nobilem Scythicum qui degebat apud eos, ne domininm ſuper 
eos mvaderet ; expulſus ile cum Familia, perventt ad Hiſpa- 
niam, ub; & habiavit annis multis, & Progenies ipſins 
Familie multe multiphcata eſt nimis; & inde venerunt in 
Hiberniam. The Egyptians being ove: whelmed by the 
Red Sea, thoſe that remamed drove out a Scythian Prince, 
who reſided among them, leſt he ſhould take Advantage of 
the Weakneſs of the Government, and make an Attempt 
upon the Crown, When he was expelled the Country with 
all his Followers he came to Spain, where he and his People 
lided many Years, and hecame numerous, and from thence 
they came into Ireland. 

We are to obſerve that this Scythian Prince was Hu Stu me E 
the Son of Eaſiu, Son. of Gadelas, and not Gadelas fru ea» 
himſelf, as Hector Boetius, and ſome ignorant Engli/h Uh Seve 2 
Writers that followed him, take the Freedom to aſſert; Sluar « 
but ſuch Pretenders to Hiſtory will be of no Authority, ed pe 
when compared with the Teſtimony of the /-;/þ Chro- 
nicles, which affirm poſitively that Gadelas was the Son 
of Scota, the Daughter of Pharaoh Cingcris King of 
125 that he remained there his Life- time, and there 
died. We are informed by the ſame Records, that this 
Prince never came out of Greece (as others imagine) 
but his Father, who was Mul, the Son of Fen/a 25 
came directly from Scythia. Nor is the Account of 


1 Walſmgham 
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i alſiingbam to be wholly credited; for this u, upon his 
Expulſion from gyt did not direct his Courſe to- 
wards Hain, but arrived in Scyrhia, and it was Dagha 
the Son of Bratha, the fifteenth Deſcendent from Hu, 
that came firſt into Hain, as the Antiquities of Hreland 

_ —— inform us. However, it is certain that H was the 

da deal Commander and Prince of the Gadelians, in their Voy- 

Ih be Stu age from FEgypr, when they were driven out by Pha- 

2 eus raoh an Tuir. This is confirmed by the Authority of 

Bao 4 an C&tollu Caomban a celebrated Poet, who wrote a Poem 

afra in. upon the Subject, while he was at Sea, and has theſe 


Verſes. 


Sru Son of Eaſtu, Son of Gadelas 

The Founder of the great Gadelian Race, 

Left the Egyptian Shore expelld by Force, 

And ſail d with four Ships; he had in every Tranſport 
Twenty five Nobles of the chiefeſt Rank, 

Attended by their virtuous Ladies. 


The Iriſb Records of the beſt Authority agree that 
Gadelas and his Son Eaſiu lived and died in Egypt, and 
that Hu, the Son of Eaſiu, Son of Gadelas was the 
Commander of the Gadelians in this Expedition. He 
landed with his Followers in the Iſland of Crete, where 
he died, and was ſucceeded in the Government by E:4- 
her or Heber Scot his Son, who was the Head of that 
People, and ſail'd with them from Crere, and brought 
them to Scyzhza. 

There is an Author of ſome Note, who is of Opi- 
nion that the /:/h and Scots were generally called Scors 

ruof gao- from this Heber Scot, who failed with the Gadelians 

— Bo from Crete to Scythia ; becauſe the Word Scot ſignifies a 

Soldier or a Man of Lalor; and it is certain that this 

Prince was a Perſon of great Bravery, and an expert 

Bowman ; from whom this Writer ſuppoſes that his Po- 

ſterity were called Scots, and made uſe of Bows and 

Arrows in their Wars and Huntings, after the Example 

of their Anceſtors, till late Years, when they thought 

proper to uſe other Weapons. But I am not to believe 

this Author, when he contradicts the Evidence of the 

moſt ancient of the /r:;/þ Chronicles, which aſſert that 

the Gadelians in general were called Scors becauſe they 
originally came out of Scythia. | 

I | oe Gadelas 
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Gadelas, we are to obſerve, was cotemporary wit 
Moſes, and was eighty Years old, when Pharaoh and 

his Army were deſtroyed in the Red Sea. The fourth 
Deſcendent from him in a direct Line was this Heber 

Heot, Son of Hu, Son of Eaſiu, Son of Gadelas, who 

was born in Egypt before the Gadeliaus were expelled 
thence. Some Antiquaries imagine that it was four hun- 

dred and forty Years from the Deſtruction of Pharaoh, 

till the Sons of King Mileſius arrived in Ireland; and this 
Account is confirmed by an old Poet in theſe Lines: 


From the Deſtruttion of Pharaoh Cingcris, 
Till the Deſcendents of Mileſius ſailed 

. From Spain, and landed on the Iriſh Shore, 
Was forty and four hundred Tears. 


The Book of Conqueſts or Invaſions computes commainbt1- 


but two hundred and 5 7 three Years, from the #8 doge- 
Time that Maſes govern'd the Haelues in Egypt, till aaa. 2 
the Sons of Mileſius arrived in Ireland; and the [riſh 
Chronicles agree that the Poſterity of Mileſius firſt 
invaded the Country a thouſand and eighty Vears 

after the Flood. The Book abovementioned reckons, 

that it was three hundred Years after the Deluge, 

when Partholanus came into Ireland; that his Poſterity 
continued there three hundred Years, and that the 
Country was uninhabited and waſte thirty Years after 

the Extinction of the Partholanans, till the Clana Me- conagead 
imhidh, or the Poſterity of Nemedius landed upon the S 
Coaſt. The Nemedians governed the Ifland two hun- d 
dred and ſeventeen Years ; the Frbolgs ſucceeded them, oom. 
and reigned thirty fix Years; they were ſubdued by the 
Tuatha de Danans, who were Governors of the Country 

a hundred and ninety ſeven Years; and, by adding the 

whole Numbers together, they amount to one thouſand 

and eighty Years, which is the Diſtance of Time agreed 

to be from the Deluge till the Poſterity of Mileſius firſt 

came into Ireland. If this Computation be compared 

with the ſeven hundred and ninety ſeven Years, that 

were between the Flood and the Government of Maſes 

over the //aelges, it will appear evidently, that from 

that Time till the Arrival of the Milęſiaus in Ireland 
there paſſed no more than two hundred and eighty 

three Vears; ſo that the above Suppoſition is falſe, and 
without Authority, which aſſerts that the Poſterity of 

5 U. Mileſius 
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WYV Mieſins landed in Ireland four hundred and forty Years 

after the Paſlage of the //7aeltes thro? the Red Sea. 
Some Antiquaries are of Opinion, that when S and 
his Followers ſet Sail from Egypr, he ſteer'd Weſt and 
by North into the Agean Sea, and left Teprofane, by 
ſome called Tarobain, and Aſialllinor upon his Right 
Hand, and fo he failed round the Coaſts of Aſia 
Northwards upon the Left, and from thence Weſt- 
An zylge wards to Mount Rye on the Weſt and by North Side 
2 5a 5 of Aſia; he ſteer'd then into the narrow Sea that divides 
on Cizipe. Errope from Aſia; and from thence into Scythia: But it 
is certain that this was not the Courſe by which H at- 
tempted to ſteer from Egypt into Scythia; for he began 
his Voyage from the Mouth of the River Mie, and fo 
ſail'd to the Iſland of Crete, now called Candia, where 
he continued till he died; and as an Evidence that ſome 
of his Poſterity remain there to this Day, no Serpent or 
venomous Creature will live in the Place, which is as 

free from thoſe Creatures as the Country of Ireland. 

From Crete the Gadehans ſail'd through the AÆAgean Sea, 

into Pontus Euxinus and up the River Tanius as far as 
Navigable, and then march'd his Men under the Con- 
duct of Heber Scot before mentioned, who was their Com- 
mander in all their Voyages and Adventures. If it ſhould 
be thought impoſſible to come by Sea from Egypt into 
Scythia, which was a Kingdom of great Extent in thoſe 
rug, o Times; it is to be obſerved that the Hiſtorians in their 
bn. > Accounts of Scythia, agree that the River Tauais runs in- 
to Pontus Euxinus, which hath Communication with the 
Agęean, and the Agean with the Mediterranean, which 
Sea extends to the Coaſts of Egypt, and to the Mouth of 
the Nile, and Tanars was always accounted to be a River 
of Scythia: Herodotus in his fourth Book gives this De- 
ſcription of the River Tanais, Tanais Fhrwins, droidens 
Aſiam abEuropa, enumeratur inter Flumina, que apud Scy- 

thas ſunt. The River Tanais, which diides Aſia from Eu- 

rope, is reckoned to be one of the Rivers of Scythia. 

When the Gadelians arrived in Scythia, from whence 
they originally deſcended ; they were haraſs'd with 
continual Wars by their Kindred, the Poſterity of Ne- 


eas mon 224al, the Son of Feninſa Farſa, King of Scythia, who 
evo were afraid they would put in ſome Claim to the Go- 


gow 7 


lux va Se- Vernment of the Country; and in one of the Engage- 
die. ments between them, Agnon the Son of Tait, the Son 
of Heber Scot, fought Hand to Hand with his own Cou- 


N 


{in 
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fn" Reflewr the Son of Rzyf/il, the Son of Nenual, and SW 
King of Scyzbra, and ſlew him. Their Diſſentions con- 

tinued ſeven Years, as the old Poet Giolla Caomban ob- 

ſerves in the Verſes following, extracted from the Pocm 

which begins thus: Gaodbal glas otaid Gaoidbil. 


For ſeven long Tears the Scythian Wars continued, 
Till Reffleoir (engaging with the valiant Agnon) 


Was ſlain. 
The Exeursion of the Gadelians out of 
Scythia. 

WW Reffleoir, the King of Scythra, was ſlain, he 

had two Sons Nenual and Riffl, who reſolved londba ylicF 
to revenge their Father's Death, and, with a great Ar- Ba af. 
my they had raiſed, to drive the Gadelians out of the“ 
Country. The Gadehans, unable to engage with the 
Scythian Forces, conſulted together, and came to a Re- 
ſolution to leave the Country before they were preſſed 
to a Battel ; and accordingly they retired with all poſ- 
ſible Speed into the Territories of the Amazons, e ben 
they continued for the Space of a Year under the Con- 
duct of Hanoin and Heber, the two Sons of Tait, Son of 


Aenamon, Son of Beogamon, Son of Heber Scor, Son of 


Hu, Son of Eaſtu, Son of Gadelas. 


Adnoin had three Sons, whoſe Names were Ealloid, 

Lamfhion and Lamfhglas ; Heber had two Sons Cauicer and 

Cing; Adnoin died. After they had continued for the 

Space of a Year in that Country, the Gadelians ſet to 

Sea in three Ships, threeſcore Perſons in each Ship, and 

every third Perſon had a Wife. In this Voyage they g, ee 

had fix Commanders, and they ſailed Weſtwards, till ga: tung 

they came into the narrow Sea, that flows from the ER 

Northern Ocean. Here they were ſurpriſed with a vi- 

olent Storm that drove them upon an Iſland called Ca- 

ronia in the Pontick Sea: In this Iſland they ſtayd a 

Vear and a quarter, and here Heber, the Son of Tait, and 

Lamfbglas. one of the Sons of Aanoin died, and were 

inter d with great Pomp and Solemnity, if we N 
the 
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the Rudeneſs and Simplicity of thoſe Times. Theprizr 

cipal Commanders in this Voyage were Ealloid, Lamp 

fronn, Cing, and Caicer; they were Perſons tolerably ex- 

erienced in Adventures, and directed their Voyage 

with great Skill; but they encountred great Difficulties, 

partly owing to the Inclemency of the Weather, and 

in ſome Meaſure to the Rocks that lay concealed un- 

der Water, and made failing extremely dangerous. 

Uncertain which Way to ſteer their Courſe, they ap- 

plied themſelves to Carcer for Advice. This Perſon 

was a principal Druid among them, and by his pro- 

F phetick Knowledge informed them, that there was no 

Country ordained for them to inhabit, rill they ar- 
rived upon the Coaſt of a certain Weſtern Iſle, 
( which was Ireland) but it was decreed that the 

{ſhould never ſet Foot in that Country, yet it ſhould 

be injoyed by their Pofterity. It muſt be underſtood 

that a Druid ſignifies a Prieſt and a Perſon of ſingu- 

lar Learning and Wiſdom, and the Gadelians were 

always happy in the Attendance of ſome of theſe ex- 
traordinary Sages in all their Travels and Adventures, 

till they came to Ireland, and afterwards to the Birth 


of Chriſt, which put an End to their Idolatry and their 
Pagan Prieſthood. 6d: — 


* 


The Gadeliaus overaw'd by this Prediction, pro- 
ceeded in their Voyage, and landed in Gothland, where 
Lambfion had a Son of uncommon Wiſdom and Cou- 
rage, who was called Heber glunmfionn. In this Coun- 

try theſe People continued thirty Years; and ſome of 
their Poſterity are Inhabitants there to this Day, as 
the learned Giolla Caombar relates in a Poem of his in 
this Manner, | 


The Warlike Sons of the Gadelian Race 
Remain'd among the Goths for thirty Tears, 
And there ſhall ſome of their Poſterity 
Remain till the World's End. 


cies foe But we have [ſh Records 2 Authority which 
vil fan Zo- contradict this Account, and aſſert that the Gadeliaus 


he continued in Gothland an hundred and fifty Years, and 
this appears to be the trueſt Computation; for it is cer- 
tain that eight Generations of that People died in that 


Country : 
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Country. The eight ſucceſſive Deſcendents from Heber SWWw 
Glunfionn to Bratha are theſe: Bratha the Son of Deag- f Pao 
hatha, Son of Earchada, Son of Aloid, Son of Nua- of aloe 
gart, Son of Nenuaill, Son of Eibric, Son of Heber 3 
Glunfion, Who was born in Gothland, the Son of Lamb S 
fronn, the principal Commander that conducted the Ga- 

delians into that Country; and ſince it is impoſſible to 

think, that the Space of thirty Vears could conſume 

eight Generations, the laſt Computation we muſt depend 

upon as the beſt Authority. 

Other Chronicles aſſert that the Gadeliaus con- 
tinued in Gothland three hundred Vears; yet this 
Account is far from being true, becauſe the Hi- 
ſtories of the ſeveral Menne of the Iſland agree 
that there were not complete three hundred Years, 
from the Deſtruction of Pharaoh and his Army in the 
Red Sea, till the Son of King Mileſius landed upon the 
Iriſh Coaſt. This Computation therefore muſt be falſe, 
becauſe, within that Space of Time it was [that the 
Gadelians finiſhed all their Voyages and Travels, from 
Egypt to Crete, from Crete to Scythia, from Scythia to 
Gothlaud, from Gothland to Spain, from Spain back to 
Scythia, from Scythia to Egypt, from Egypt to Thrace, 
from Thrace to Gothland, from Gothland to Spain, and 


from thence to lreland. | 


The Voyage of the Mileſians from Gothland 
| to Spain. 


Ratha, the Son of Deaghatha, the eighth Deſcen- Te ruor 
dent from Heber Glunfionn was the principal Com- 8 
mander in the Voyage, and conducted the Gadelians | 


from Gothland into Spam. He had but four Tran- 
ſports, and diſpoſed twenty four Men and as many 
Women, and four Mariners in every Ship. The Offi- 
cers, who commanded under Bratha in this Expedi- 
tion were Oige, Lge, (the two Sons of Ealloid, the Son 
of Nianuall) Mantan, and Caicer. He failed from Goth- 
land, with Crete upon his left Hand, and ſteered South 
Welt of Europe, and ſo landed in Spam. The Poſte- 
rity of Tubal the Son of Japhet were the Inhabitants of 
the Country at that time, and with them, the Gadeli- 
ans upon their Arrival, fought many deſperate Engage- 

X ments, 
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ments, and came off with Victory over the Natives in 
many Battles. About that Time the Family of Ealloid 
were all (wept away, by adreadful Peſtilence, except ten 
Perſons, who increaſed and multiplied, and in a fewYears 
in great Meaſure ſuplied the Lok, 

Oo pupzds Bratha had a Son born to him in Spam, whom he 

2 called Breogan, and he proved to be a Prince of great 

ren pain. Bravery and military Conduct, and with his bold Ga- 

delians he engaged the Spaniards in many bloody Bat- 
tles, and always fought with Succeſs. It was he that 
built Brigantia near Cruime, and from him the City had 


the Name of Braganſa, as the learned Giolla Caomban 
obſerves in theſe Lines: 


The brave Breogan chaced the Spaniſh Troops, 
Followed by Victory where er he fought, 
And raiſed the City of Brigantia. 


2 ——4 This warlike Prince had ten Sons, their Names 
51 anro. 


were Cuailgne, Cuala, Blath, Awhle, Nar, Breagha, 
Fuad, Muirthermbne, Ith and Bille, as the ſame Author 


mentions in this manner: 


Ten were the Sons of Breogan, their Names 
- Breagha, Fuad, Muirtheimhne, Cuala, 
Cuailgne, Blath, Aibhle, Nar, Ith, and Bille. 


The famous Gallamh, who was called Mileſius of 
Spain, was the Son of Bille, Son of Breogan, who tho? 
he be the laſt named of all the Brothers, yet the moſt 
authentick Records of the Kingdom allow him to be 
the eldeſt Son. The Family of Breogan obtained ſuch 
a Character among the Spaniards, that by the Aſſiſtance 
of their hardy Gadelianus, they almoſt made a Con- 

ueſt of the whole Country, and obtained ſome of 
= principal Offices in the Government. The 
young Prince Gallamh, was the Son of Bille, and after he 
had fought with great Bravery in many Engagements a- 
gianſt the Natives, he reſolved to undertake a Voyage 
toScy:hia, to viſit his Royal Relations in that Country. 
Accordingly he fitted out thirty Ships, and when he 
had furniſhed his Fleet with ſufficient Neceſſaries and 
Proviſions, he man'd it with the ſtouteſt of the Ga- 
delian Troops, and weighed Anchor. He ſteered his 
Courſe thro the Weſtern Sea, till he came into the 


Mediterrean 
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Mediterranean, and paſſing by Sicily and Crete he failed OY V 
Nothwards, thro' the ÆAgean into the Huxine Sea, and ſo en- 

tring the River Tanais, he landed in Scythia. He immedi- 

ately diſpatched a Courier to the Scythian Court, to give 

notice to Riſfleoin the King of his Arrival. This Prince 

was related to NRiſfleoir, the Son of Riffl above men- Sera 0 
tioned, The King of Scythia received this Viſit ceo 
with great Civility, and by his Meſſengers invited him B erle- 
and his Retinue to Court; where the Spaniard behaved 
himſelf with ſo much Gallantry, that he ſoon found a 

Way into the Aﬀections of the King, who made him 

his prime Miniſter, and Generaliſſimo of all his Forces, 

and beſtowed his Daughter upon him, whoſe Name 

was Seang, by whom = had two Sons, Donn and 
Arreach Feabhruadh, Mileſius having the ſole Com- 

mand of the Army, ſuppreſſed the growing Power of 

the Neighbouring Princes, enlarged the Bounds of 

that Monarchy, and in many Battles ſubdued all the 
Enemies of the Scythian Nation. By the continued 
Courſe of his Victories, he became the Darling of the 
Populace, which raiſed a Jealouſy in the King, whomongry an 
bees, to cruſh and put an End to his Greatneſs, leſt vt _ 
his Ambition, ſupported by the Love of the People, 
ſhould animate him to make Attempts upon the Go- 
vernment, and to fix himſelf in the Throne; and 
therefore he determined, when a proper Opportunity 
offered, to diſpatch him. Mileſius informed of this 

baſe Deſign, aflembled the principal Officers of his 
Cadelians, and they came to a Reſolution of forcing 

their Way into the Palace, and killing the King ; 
which they immediately put in Execution. Then the 

retired to their Shipping, and left Schi. They „br g 
went on board in the River Tanais, and failed thro' 2 Mi- 
the Euxine and the gear Seas till they came to the Me-leas 
diterranean ; and ſo they ſteered towards the River Mle, 

and landed upon the Coaſts of Egypz, When * 

and his Attendants came on Shore, he ſent Meſſen- 

gers to Pharaoh Nectonebus the Egyptian King, to no- 

tifie his Arrival; who returned him his Complements, 

and invited him with great Civility to the Egyptian 
Court. He aſſigned a Tract of Land for the Support of 

the Gadelian Forces, and entertained Mileſius, as be- 
came the Dignity of his Character. This Tranſaction 

is confirmed by the Teſtimony of the learned Giolla 
Caomhan in this manner: 


5 Mileſius 
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Mileſius ew the Monarch in his Palace, 
Aſſiſted by his brave Gadelian Troops, 

Then ſail d away, and left th ungrateful Shore, 
And landed on the Egyptian Coaſt. 


In this Voyage Mileſius was followed by his two Sons 

Donn and Aueach Feabhruadh, whom he had by the 

Princeſs Seang, the Daughter of Rifeorr ; but ſhe died 

before he left Scythia. The Gadelians, when they ar- 

rived in Egypt, found that Country engaged in a de- 

ſperate War with the Erhiopians. Pharaoh Neftonebus 

obſerving the Valour of Mileſius, and finding him to 

be an expert Soldier, made him the General of the 

Egyptian Forces; and depended upon his Conduct in 

the whole Management of the War. He firſt reduced 

his Troops to a ſtrict military Diſcipline, and marched 

his Army againſt the Ethiopiaus, and engaging in many 

bloody Encounters, Victory was always on his fide; and 

he made that uſe of Succeſs, that at laſt he quite broke the 

Spirit of the Enemy's Soldiery, and made them Tribu- 

| taries to the Crown of Egypr, The War being thus 

ery fortunately ended by the Bravery and Conduct of Mi- 

ngeaj wap] [e/714s, his Fame ſpread into all the adjacent Countries, and 

eu he was fo well eſteemed in the Egyptian Court, that 

' Pharaoh Nettonebus gave him in Marriage the Princeſs 

Scota his Daughter, a Lady of great Virtue, and of ex- 

cellent Beauty. This Princeſs was called Scota for the 

ſame Reaſon that Scora (the Daughter of Pharaoh 

Cingcris, who periſhed in the Red Sea in Perſuit of the 

I/raelies) obtained that Name, who was the Wife of 

the famous Mul, the great Anceſtor of the Gadelians. 

Mileſius, by this Princeſs in Egypt, had two Sons, Heberus 

Hionn and Ambergin; upon his Arrival in that Country, 

he appointed twelve of the moſt ingenious Youths that 

came over with him, to be inſtructed in the curious Arts 

and Sciences of Egypt, with a Deſign when they were 

erfect Maſters in their ſeveral Profeſſions, to teach 

his own Countrymen the Trades and Myſteries of the 
 Egypuans. 

ragbur When he had continued ſeven Years in Egypt he 

Alle) remembred the remarkable Prediction of Caicer the 


2 principal Druid, who foretold that the Poſterity of 


Gadelas ſhould obtain the Poſſeſſion of a MWeſtern Iſland 
(which was Vreland) and there inhabit, confiding 8 
* the 
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the Truth of this Prophecy, he fitted out ſixty Ships, and VV 
furniſhed them with Proviſions neceſlary for a Voyage; 

and taking Leave of the Egyptian Court, he went on 

Board with his Followers; and failed from the Mouth 

of the River Mile into the Medrerranean, till he came 

near Thrace, where he landed, and in this Place the 
Princeſs S$coza was deliver'd of a Son whom he named 

Ir. Soon after Milęſius and his People left Thrace, and 

croſs'd many Countries till he came to another Iſland 

called Gothiana, which lies in the narrow Sea (now call- 

ed the Britiſh Sea) which divides the Baltick from the 

Ocean Northwards. Here he continued for ſome 

Time, and in this Iſle his Wife $coza was deliver'd of 
another Son whom he named Copa; he was the ſixth 

Son of Mileſius, and was afterwards called the Sword/man. 

From hence he failed with his Gadelians till he arrived 

at the Kingdom of the Pi#s, formerly called A- \ 
bamia, now Scotland. Here he landed and plun- Ateaf ar- 
der'd all the Country that lay upon the Coaſts ; and gn es- 
conveying his Booty on Shipboard he failed away, neat. 
leaving „l on his right Hand, and having 
France Weſt and by South upon the left, he ar- 
rived upon the Coaſt of Bycay or Biſcan) in Spazn, 
where he unladed his Ships, and ſet all his People on 
Shore. 

The Certainty of his Arrival was ſoon ſpread over all 
Biſcauy, and was carried with all poſſible Speed over the 
whole Kingdom. He found the Spaniards in the moſt 
deplorable Circumſtances, overrun by the Gozhs and other 
1 Foreigners, who took the Opportunity of \ 

is Abſence, and ranſacked the whole Country. Mile- 
ſius reſolved to prevent the farther Incurſions of theſe 
Barbarians, and deliver his Subjects from the Tyranny 
of theſe Invaders, ſummoned the whole Force of the 
Gadelians that continued in Spam, and forming them 
into regular Troops, he joined them with thoſe that 
followed him in his Voyages, and offer'd Bartel to the Sgroy 7 
Goths and their e Foreigners, and put them to * ng 
general Rout, He perſued his Blow, and with the ſame Spam. 
good Fortune defeated them in fifty four ſeveral Battels, 
and quite drove them out of the Kingdom, By this 
means Mileſius and his Relations, who were the Family 
of Breogan the Son of Bratha, became Maſters of rok 
the whole Kingdom of Spam. | 


. _ The 
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als The Sons of Mileſius were in the whole thirty two, 
Ailees and twenty four of them were illegitimate: He had eight 
6 by his two Wives, Heang, a Daughter of the King 
of Scythia, and the Princeſs Scoza, the Daughter of Pha- 
raoh Mectonibus King of Egypt ; but no more than eight 
which he had by his Wives arrived in /reland, as the Poet 


teſtifies in this manner. 


Mileſius, he Warlile Spaniſh King, 

Had two and thirty Sons, and Heroes all, 
But only eight, born from the Marriage Bed, 

Arrived in Ireland. 


Twenty four of the Sons of Mileſius, we obſerved, were 
born to him by his Concubines, before he began his Voy- 
age from Hain to Scythia; the other eight legitimate 
Princes he had by his two Wives. Seang, the Daughter 
of Refleorr King of Scythia, bore him two Sons in that 
Country, Donn, and Aireach Feabhruadh; and Hcota, 
the Daughter of Pharaoh Nettonibus King of Egypt, was 
the Mother of the remaining ſix; their Names were 
Heber Fionn and Aimbergin who were born in Egypt, Ir 
born in the Iſland Irene, ſituated in the Thracian Sea, 
Colpa, called the Sword/man, born in Gothiana, and Ara- 
mann and Heremon, born in Galicia. This is obſerved by 
a Poet of great Antiquity in the following Lines. 


The valiant Gallamh, who was called Mileſius, 
And fought a thouſand Battels with Succeſs, 
Had eight young Princes of his Royal Blood ; 
Aireach Feabhruadh, and ihe noble Donn, 

Both born in Scythia; near the River Nile 

In Egypt Heber Fionn and Aimhergin 

Drew their firſt Breath; the moſt couragious Ir, 
A Hero who in Fight ſurpaſſed them all, 

Born in Irene near the Thracian Shore ; 

Colpa, 4 Prince that well could wield a Sword, 
The Princes Arannan and Heremon, 

Born in the Tower of Bragantia. 


Do honing The Children of Breogan the Son of Bratha increaſed 
ef Ileala in Hain to be a numerous Progeny, and had that Con- 


1 "dence in the Courage of their Soldiers, that they re- 


ſolved to attempt a Conqueſt of ſome other Country, and 
make it a Place for their Abode. They came into this 


Deſign, becauſe there had been a great Scarcity of ee, 
and 
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and other Proviſions in Hain, occaſioned by the burn WV 


ing Heats and Dryneſs of the Seaſons; and they were ſo 
continually alarmed with the Inroads of the Goths and 
other Foreigners, that they were obliged to be perpe- 
tually in the Field in Arms, for fear of being ſurpriſed. 
The principal Perſons of that Family met in Council to 
debate upon this important Subject, to come to a Reſo- 
lution which Way they ſhould ſteer their Courſe, and 
who was the moſt proper to employ in the Diſcovery of 
a Country that was capable to ſupport themſelves and their 
People. After frequent Conſultations upon this Affair, 
they agreed unanimouſly to diſpatch Ih the Son of Breo- 
gan, a Prince of great Valour and Penetration, and poſ- 
ſeſſed of many other excellent Qualities, to make a Diſ- 
covery of the Meſtern Iſland, which by an old Prediction 


was foretold ſhould be inhabited by that Family. When paronete- 
this Prophecy of the learned Druid Carcer was mention-©*# >ndo1 


: | SW. 
ed in the Council, the Gadehans were tranſported with 


Joy, and depended upon Succeſs in the Undertaking, 
and /þ with great Satisfaction accepted of the chief Com- 
mand, in that intended Expedition. The Place where 
this Aſſembly met to conſult was Bragan/a or Brigantia 
in Galicia, in the Kingdom of Hpain. 


This was certainly the Occaſion of the Voyage of [th 


the Son of Breogan to Ireland; and what ſome imagine 
is no more than a Fiction, that he diſcovered the Iſland 


in a ſtarry Winter Night with a Tele/cope from the Top - 


of the Tower of Brigantia; for we have the greateſt Au- 
thority from the ancient Chronicles of /re/and to believe 
that there was a ſtrict Friendſhip and Correſpondence 
by Navigation and Trafhck between the panzards and the 
Iriſh from the Time that Eochaidb the Son of Eirc the laſt 
King of the F:rbolgs in Irelaud was married to Tailte the 
Daughter of Maghmore King of Spain; ſo that the Peo- 


ple of the two Nations were well acquainted with one 


another long before Ih the Son of Breogan was born, 
And this Account is ſufficient to deſtroy the Credit of 
that idle Fancy, that Ih and the Family of Breogan firſt 
diſcover'd the Country of Heland with an optical Inſtru- 
ment from the Top of the Tower of Brigantia, and puts 
it beyond Diſpute, that there was long before a conſtant 
Familiarity and Acquaintance between the /r:/h and the 
Spamards. | 

Ih, who, as we obſerved before, was a Prince of great 
Learning and Prudence, was of an enterpriſing Genius, 


ll | and 
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and furniſhed with many other princely Accompliſh- 


- 


Taguy ich P 


70 byde an 
accin ei- 
pon. 


ments, fitted out a Ship with Proviſion and Neceſſa— 
ries, and man'd her with a hundred and fifty of che moſt 
reſolute and hardy Soldiers of the Gadelians. He took 
with him on Board his Son Lugbaidb or Lugadius, weigh- 
ed Anchor, and ſet Sail for /zelaud. He arrived upon 
the Northern Coaſt of the land, and when he had land- 
ed his Men, he ſacrificed with great Devotion to /Vep- 
zune the God of the Seas, but the Omens were not pro- 
itious. A Number of the Inhabitants ſoon came to the 
Shoar, and called to him in Iiiſh to know his Buſineſs, 
and the Country he was of: He anſwered them diſtinct- 
ly in the ſame Language, and told them, that he was 
of the ſame Tribe, . from the great Magog as 
well as themſelves; and that the original [:/þ was the 
Language in Uſe, and inviolably preſerved in his Fa- 
mily. ä 


From this Tranſaction in the Book of Conqueſts, the 


moſt ancient of the Iii Antiquaries conclude, that the 
Iriſh Tongue was the genuine Language of Nemedins and 


his People, and conſequently of the Vn bolgs and the Tu- 


dow ol me 
eadoi ag 
mUndd nd. 
SgolegonT- 
C107. 


atha de Danans ; and this ſeems to be more than proba- 
ble from what was obſerved before, that Gaoidbal the 
Son of Eathor, by the Direction and Command of Fe- 
niuſa Farſa King of Scythia, reduced the Iriſb Language 
into Method and Regularity ; and from this Caoidbal the 
Grammarian, the 22 Tongue in the ſame Language 
is called Gaoidhalg, tho' by a ſtrange Corruption, it is 
called by the Eugliſh the /ri/h Tongue. This Gaordhal, 
we have ſaid, inſtructed the Scythian Youth in the pub- 
lick Schools, before Nemedius began his Voyage * 
Heythia to Ireland; and the 1ri/h Tongue was the com- 


mon Language in Scyrhia, when NMemedius came from 


thence. The Iiiſh Chronicles agree, that the ish was 
the genuine Language of Nemedius and his Followers, 
when they arrived in Feland, and was made uſe of af- 
rerwards by the Poſterity of that People; not to ſay 
that the /7:/þ was the natural Language of the Poſterity 
of Mileſius, and the Gadelians in general, from the Time 
that Nil firſt departed from Scyth;a. The learned 
Richard Creagh, Primate of Ireland, confirms this Opi- 
nion by this Remark. Gallica locutio eft in uſi in Hiberna, 
ab adventu Nemedi, anno 630 a Diluvio, in hunc u/que Diem. 
The Iriſh Language is in Common Uſe in Ireland from the 
Coming of Nemedius, /ix hundred and thirty 1 ears * 
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the Flood even to this Day. And therefore it is no way . 
incredible that /h the Son of Breogan, and the Tuatha do ich 5 d 
de Danans ſhould converſe intelligibly together in the — 6 de 


ſame Language. 

Ith, upon his Landing, inquired of the Inhabitants 
the Name of the Iſland, and what was the Name of 
the Prince that governed at that Time; they an- 
ſwered him, the Name of the Iſland was Inis Ealga, 
and it was under the Dominion of three Princes, the 
three Sons of Cearmada Miorhheoil, the Son of Daghdha, 
as was before mentioned. They told him likewiſe 
that theſe three Kings were all together at a Place call- 
ed Oileach Meid in the Confities of the Province of V- 
ſter, and were quarrelling about a Number of Jewels 
that were left them by their Anceſtors; and the Diſ- 
pute ran ſo high, that the Conteſt, in all Likelyhood, 
would be decided by the Sword. 

Upon this Information, /h made choice of a hun- 
dred of his truſty Gadeliaus, leaving the remainin 
fifty to guard the Ship, and began his March with all 
Expedition towards Oileach Neid. When he arrived, he 
found there the three Princes of the Iſland the Sons of 
Cearmada, who received him with great Civility and all 
outward Marks of Reſpect, and related to him the Occaſion 
of the Controverſy that was between them. [th return- 
ed their Complements, and told them, that it was by 4 ich . 
chance that he came into the Iſland, and was driven upon eiom ec4- 
the Coaſts by Streſs of Weather, that he had no De- We anf. 
ſign to continue long, but to return with all conve- 
nient Speed into his own Country. The three Kings 
obſerving the Prudence of his Anſwers, and that he 
was a Perſon of great Abilities, reſolved by general 
Conſent to chuſe him Umpire of the Differences be- 
tween them, and obliged themſelves to be determined 
by his Arbitration. Upon a fair ſtating the Diſpute, 
[th was of Opinion that the Jewels ought equally to be 
divided between them. | 

When the Debate was at an End, Ith took upon 
him to recommend Friendſhip and Unanimity to the 
Brothers, and told them he thought they had no Oc- 
caſion to quarrel among themſelves, ſince Providence 
had made them Princes of ſo fruitful an Iſland, that, ich 
abounded with Honey, Acorns, Milk, Fiſh, and Plen- « en 
ty of Corn; that the Air was neither hot nor cold, e. 
but exceeding temperate and wholſome for human Bo- 
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ʒgies, and that the Country was of fo large an Extent; 
that if it was divided equally between them, there would 
be ſufficient to ſatisfy the Wants, or even the Ambition 
of every one of them. When he had ended his Advice, 
and gratefully acknowledg'd their Civilities, he took his 
Leave, and departed with his Retinue in order to go on 
Board. | 
The three Brothers, the Sons of Cearmada, obſerv- 
ing what Encomiums this Foreigner beſtowed upon the 
Ifland, and how feelingly he expreſſed himſelf upon the 
Air and the Fertility of the Country, were jealous he 
would give ſo great a Character of the Kingdom of [re- 
land, upon his Return, that the Gadeliaus would ſoon 
pay them a Viſit, in order to make a Conqueſt of it; 
and therefore Mac Cull, one of the Brothers, was immedi- 
ately diſpatch'd, with a hundred and fifty of ſelect reſo- 
lute Soldiers, in Perſuit of Ich. They overtook him, and 
immediately fell upon his Rear; [th perceiving the At- 
| tack, came to the Relief of his Men, and by his Con- 
duct and uncommon Bravery, made good his Retreat, 
till he came to a Place called Muigh lih, called fo from 
| this Iih, the Commander of the Gadeliaus. Here the 
Gadelians faced about, and both Companies advancing 
in Order, a moſt deſperate and bloody Battel was fought 
for many Hours; and It, notwithſtanding he was ſup- 
ported by the braveſt Handful of Troops that ever the 
World bred, was mortally wounded in the Action. His 
Followers, perceiving their General in this Diſtreſs, and 
deſpairing of Victory, carried him off, and retired ſafe- 
dag ich g ly with him on Shipboard ; where he died of his Wounds, 
xi. before they were able to reach the Haniſh Coaſts, I am 
ſenſible, ſome of the Ii Hiſtorians aſſert, that Iih was 
killed at Dromligon, and there was buried; yet I chooſe 
to follow this Account, becauſe I find it related by the 
undoubted Teſtimony of the beſt Iriſh Authors. 
CE 8 Before the Soldiers of /th arrived in Hpain, that in- 


800 Seam comparable Prince Mileſius died, after he had reigned 
ie corp « in that Country for fix and thirty Years. He was, as 
arr" the Chronicles of Ireland give his Character, a Prince 
of the greateſt Honour and Generoſity; and for Cou- 

rage, Conduct, and military Bravery, the World never 

ſaw his Equal ſince the Creation. When Lyghaidh, the 

Son of /tþ, had landed his Father's Body, he ſhew'd it 

the Sons of Mileſius, and related the treacherous Circum- 

ſtances of his Death; which ſo enraged the Gadehans, 


L that 
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that they ſolemnly vowed Revenge upon the three Sons 


of Cearmada, and engaged to ſacrifice their Blood to the 
Manes of their Grand Uncle, and to drive them out of 
the Kingdom. 

But before I begin to give Account of this Adventure 
of the Mileſians, in order to the Invaſion of Ireland, it 
may not be improper to anſwer the peeviſh Objections 
of ſome ignorant Authors, who have the Front to aſſert, 
that it was impoſſible the Gadehans, who knew nothing 
of Navigation, and underſtood neither Sea-card nor Com- 
paſs, ſhould attempt a Voyage from Hain to Ireland; 
and that there were no Ships nor Shipwrights in the World, 
when the Mileſiaus are ſaid to invade the Iſland: But a 
ſmall Acquaintance with Hiſtory will inform us, that 
ſoon after the Deluge the Poſterity of Noah began to 
build Ships in Imitation of the 44, and, by continued 
Practice, became great Proficients in that Art; inſo- 
much that not long after the Flood, they had invented 
ſeveral Sorts of Tranſports, to convey Colonies of Peo- 


ple from the Continent of Armenia, where Noah lived, an anc 4 
into remote Iſlands and diſtant Countries. Can any one Ilias dnme- 


think it poſſible that the Poſterity of Maß, who, by 


the Direction of Providence, were to inhabit almoſt all 


Parts of the Earth, and were ſpread all over the Face of 
it, could poſſibly, arrive over Rivers, and Seas, and 
Oceans, into Countries they were to poſſeſs, without 
the Uſe of Shipping and Navigation? And is it to be 
denied, that Gre Iſlands and diſtant Parts of the 
World, which could never be come at by Land, were 
peopled by the Poſterity of Noah, long before the Sea-card 
or Compaſs was diſcover'd? This is ſo obvious to a 
common Underſtanding, that it is needleſs to inſiſt far- 
ther upon it; and it is evident, beyond Diſpute, that 
the Iſlands in the Mediterranean, the Adriatick, Pontick, 
and Weſtern Seas, and many others, were inhabited, long 
before the modern Methods of Navigation were known 
in the World; as appears from the Hiſtories of the firſt 
Diſcoveries of thoſe Hands, that give the earlieſt Ac- 
counts of the Inhabitants, and the firſt peopling of 
them. | 


We meet W -l in the Iriſh Hiſtories, with many Ta 7 
Voyages made by a Sort of Africans, who often landed lar 6 der- 
upon the Iſland; and there we have an Account of cer- He tear 


tain Stars, and the Names of them, that were worſhiped © ©" 


by the Mariners, and were ſuppoſed to derive a Power 
52 from 
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from the God of the Sea, either to miſguide the Ship, 
| or to conduct her ſafe into the Port. Infinite is the 
Number of Authors, that mention the Siege and the De- 
ſtruction of 770 by the reſolute Grecians, which happen'd, 

ions vg- as Scaliger computes, a thouſand two hundred and fort 
ek ; Years before the Birth of Chrift; tho' Huſebius places it 

Tris 4 
Lat „4 earlier by one and twenty Years: But be it more or leſs, 
Endo we are certain the Greeks fitted out a numerous Fleet, 
conſiſting almoſt of an incredible Number of Ships of 
all Rates. The Africans, the Grecians, and all other 
Nations of the World, are allowed by all Authors, an- 
cient and modern, to have had Fleets at Sea, and to 
make long Voyages before the Uſe of a Sea- Card 
or Compal was ever known. But J am not ſurpriſed 
at the Partiality of theſe petty Hiſtorians, who exclude 
the Gadehans (aPeopleever'eſteem'd the moſt ingenious 
and enterpriſing of any in the World) from the Uſe 
of Shipping and Navigation, when they proſtitute their 
Pens upon all Occaſions, to obſcure the Glory, and to 
: deface the venerable Antiquities of the /7;/þ Nation. 

wt Let me for once recommend to them the twent 
ſeventh and twenty eighth Chapters of the Acts of the 
Apoſtles, where the holy Writer gives a Relation of St. 
Pauls Voyage from Jeruſalem to Rome, with theſe me- 
morable Circumſtances, that the Ship was of a large 
Size, and able to contain two hundred and ſeventy 2 
Perſons; that ſhe had Sails and Anchors, and that 
the Mariners ſteer'd by the Hars, long before the Chart 
or Compaſs were diſcovered: So that this Objection is 
of no manner of Force, but deſign'd only to deſtroy 
the Authority of the /r;/þ Records, which give an Ac- 
count of the Voyage of the Gadelians from Spain into 
Ireland; and to impoſe upon the World with a Fiction 
that the Gadeliaus came from ſome other Country, and 
were accidentally driven upon the [r:/þ Coaſts, and for 
no other Reaſon but becauſe they could not ſteer by 

the Compaſs which at that Time was undiſcovered. 
But the Ancient Chronicles of [re/and ſhall ever be a 
Guide to me, and unleſs we depend upon their Au- 
thority, it is impoſſible to arrive at any Certainty of the 


| Antiquities, and the Religious or Political State of that 
| Kingdom, 
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An Account of the Voyage of the Mileſians from 
Spain into Ireland, their Adventures, and their 
Conqueſt of the Iſland. 


Ecler Boetins, in his Hiſtory of Scotland, is of Opi- 


nion, that Heber and Heremon were the Sons of heerop bo, 
Gadelas; but this Aſſertion is oppoſed, for very good n arty 
Reaſons, by the learned Cormac Mac Cuillenain, who" 


affirms, that Gadelas was cotemporary with Mo/es; and 
obſerves likewiſe from the Book of Conqueſts or Inva- 
ſions, that the Mileſians invaded Ireland two hundred 
and eighty three Years after Pharaoh Cingeris, King of 
Egypt, periſhed in the Red Sea; and therefore it is im- 
poſſible that Gadelas ſhould be the Father of Heber and 
Heremon ; which appears yet more evident, from the 
Computation of Cormac Mac Cuilleuain of the ſeveral 
Anceſtors of Gallamb, otherwiſe called Mileſius, King 
of Spain, who was the Father of Heber and Heremon. I 
ſhall repreſent the diſtin Genealogy of Mileſius, to 
ſhew that Gadelas was not the Father of theſe two young 
Princes, but lived nineteen Generations before them. 
This Pedigree is extracted from that molt valuable Re- 
cord, the P/alter of Caſhel. 


Gallamh, or Milęſius Son of Feibhricglas © J] Son of Gadelas. 

Son of Bille ] Son of Heber Glunn Fionn] Son of Niul. . 

Son of Breogan Son of Laimfinn Son of Feniuſa Farſa. 

Son of Bratha Son of Adhnoin Son of Baath. pamwe xo 
Son of Deaghatha ] Son of Tait Son of Magog. Noah. 
Son of Earchada Son of Ogamhan j Son of Japhet. 

Son of Alloid Son of Heber Scott Son of Noah. 

Sou of Nuaghad Son of Sru | Son of Lamech. 

Son of Neanuaill Son of Eaſru. ; 


Whoever reads the Scotiſh Hiſtory of Hector Boetins, 
would be apt to imagine that he intended another Gade- 
las, from whom the Gadehans in Scotland were derived, 


Zednedlug 
mile að eoy- 


different from that Gadelas who was the great Anceſtor o gaowi 
of the Iriſp; but I depend upon the Teſtimony of a learn- ©" fee. 
ed Author, who aſſerts, that the Gadehans in Ireland 8 


and Scotland originally deſcended from the fame Foun- 
der. Johannes Major affirms in Proof of this, Dico ergo, 
a quibuſcunque Hiberni originem duxerunt, ab eiſdem Scoti 
exordium capium. My Opinion is, that from whomſoever 
the Iriſh were derrved, the Scots owe their Original to the 

Aa ſame 
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WYV /ame Founder. And Venerable Bede, in the firſt Chap- 
ter of his Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, agrees with the Judg- 
ment of this Author; where he ſays, Procedente autem 
tempore Britannia, poſt Britones & Pittos, Scotorum Matio- 
nem in Piftorum parte recepit, qui duce Renda de Hibernia 
egreſſi, vel amicitia, vel ferro, ſibimet inter eos ſedes, quas 
hallenus habent, vindicarunt. In Proceſs of Time, the 
Country of Britain, after it had been inhabited by the Britons 
and Pics, was poſſeſs d on the fide of the Pits, by a Ma- 
tion of the Scots, who came ont of Ireland under the Con- 
duct of Reuda, and made themſelves Maſters of theſe 
Lands, either by Friendſhip or by the Sword, which they 
injoy to this Day; from whence it appears that the 
Scoriſh Race came originally out of Vreland into Scor- 
land under Reuda their General, and that the preſent 
Scots are the Deſcendents of that Colony. Humfredus 

— bre- a Melſh Author thus delivers his Opinion upon the 

ſame Subject. Scotos Hibernorum prolem, & ipſi, 8 omnes 
optime norum, eodemque nomine a noſtratibus ſcilicet Guidbil 
appellantur. The Scots themſelves and others well know, 
that the Scots are the Offspring of the Iriſh, and that our 
Countrymen the Welſh callthem both by the ſame Name Guid- 
hil, hat is Gadelians. Giraldus Cambrenſis in the ſix- 
teenth Chapter of the third Diſtinction of the Book he 
wrote upon the Hiſtory of [reland, ſays, that Mall, of 

Pratt neo! the nine Hoſtages, was the Monarch of Ireland; that 

Se,. the ſix Sons of Afuircadbach or Mortaugh King of Ulſter 
made a Voyage to Scotland, where they grew powerful, 
and by their Courage made themſelves Maſters of the 
Country, and obtained the principal Command of it; 
and that at that Time they gave it the Name of Scotia 

or Scotland. His Words are, Gens ab his propagata ſpeci- 
ficato vocabulo Scotica vocatur in hodiernum. The Scotiſh 
Nation deſcended from them is Fd aus fo called to this 

6 gdowit Day. So that what Hector Boetius attempts to prove 

| _—_— upon this Subject, in his Hiſtory of Scotland, is a | = oth 
right Falſhood, and he is to be eſteemed fabulous when 

he aſſerts that Gadelas was the Father of Heber and 

Heremon the Sons of Mzle/ius, and would impoſe another 

1 Gadelas upon the World as the Anceſtor of the Scozzfb 

| Nation, different from that Gadelas, who was the Foun- 

| der of the Mileſiaus, and made a Conqueſt of the 

| lO Kingdom of Ireland. 
| Buchanan, a Scotiſh Writer, in his Hiſtory of Scor- 


N land, would have it believed, that the Progeny of Mi- 
| 2 leſius 
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leſius came directly from France into Ireland; and in WYW 
Confirmation he gives three Reaſons, which he thinks 
ſufficiently prove it. 

The firſt, the Kingdom of France was grown ſo po- 
pulous that from that Part of it only called Gallia L 
dunenſis, there went out a Colony of three hundred 
thouſand able Men, with a Deſign to make a Conqueſt 
of other Countries; and ſome of theſe, he ſays, were 
the Poſterity of Gadelas, and came into Ireland. But Swzean 
this Author ſeems to be groſſy ignorant of the Time Bar Mn. 
when the Mileſians got Poſſeſſion of the Iſland, and owl 
could therefore have no Knowledge whether the Country #ef 0» 
of France was overſtock'd with Inhabitants or not. But ſup- — 
poſing that France could ſpare great Colonies of its People 
at the Time when the Mileſiaus invaded Ireland; is there 
not the ſame Reaſon to believe, that the Kingdom of 
Spam, not far diſtant, abounded with Inhabitants, 
and was equally populous, and ſent out Colonies? So 
that this Argument is no Way convincing, to prove 
that the Gadelians came out of France; for od the ſame 
Reaſon they might as well ſet out from Hain, or from 
any other Country, whoſe People were too numerous, 
and therefore obliged to ſend Colonies abroad. 

His ſecond 9 carries juſt as much Evidence with a dqr« | 
it as the firſt; the Mileſians, he ſays, muſt unavoidably b 
come out of France, becauſe there is a great Reſem- arro. 
blance between the French and the Iriſh Languages, 
particularly in the Words Dris and Dum, with ſome 
others which have the ſame Signification in both. In 


Anſwer, we are to obſerve that there are many Words 


borrowed from all Languages to be met with in the 
Fourth Degree of the Iriſʒh Tongue, that have been ad- 
mitted from the Reign of Fenſa Farſa to the preſent 
Time; and as we find many French Words intermixed, 
ſo there are a great many Sparr/h, Balan, Greek and 
Hebrew Words, and others out of the other principal 
Languages of the World, to be diſcovered in the mo- 
dern 1r:/h, which, by Reaſon of the Intercourſe of 
other Nations, is ſtrangely different from the Purity of 
the original Language. But this is no Proof that the 
Mileſiaus came out of France; for notwithſtanding chere 
may be Words of the ſame Signification in both Lan- I 
guages, yet the Reaſon of it was, as Julius Cæſar ob- doo begun 
ſerves in the ſixth Book of his Commentaries, becauſe an. © 
the Druids, who were a Sort of Preefts and Southfayers, 


went 


Jy 
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Vent from the Briiſh Iles into France, and were re- 


drode ag 
ceaguyg 
re fad bęil. 


Caidne am 
va, name 
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ceived with ſuch Veneration in the Country, that they 
were advanced to be their Judges, and were inveſted 
with large Patrimonies, Privileges, and Immunities, by 
the Nobility and Gentry of that Nation; or, perhaps 
theſe and other Words were introduced into France by 
Manann, that was Subject to the Gadelans, and whoſe 
natural Language was the /7;/þ Tongue. 

Artelius obſerves that the pure Iriſh was the genuine 
Language of Manann; from whence it appears that the 
Britiſh Druids or Augurs went out of the Iſland of He- 
land into France; for in thoſe Ages Ireland was the 
Fountain of Knowledge and Learning, and by the 
Druids, who travelled abroad, the Youth of the 
neighbouring Countries were inſtructed in the liberal 
Arts and Sciences; and ſince the natural Language of 
theſe Druide muſt be the Iriſb, it is eaſy to ſuppoſe 
that the French Youths collected many Ii Words, 
and introduced them into their own Tongue, and they 
are ſo continued to be uſed to this Day. 

The learned Camden in his Britannia informs us, that 
the Druids or Soothſayers more commonly taught the 
Youth in their Schools by Word of Mouth than by 
Writing and Books; and as a farther Reaſon how ſome 
[r:ſhWords came to be intermixed in the French Tongue 
it muſt be known, as the Book of Conqueſis obſerves, 
that the French and Iriſh had a Correſpondence with 
one another by Navigation and Traffick, and that the 
Daughter of the King of France was married to Ugaine- 
more, one of the Monarchs of Ireland, who made 
War with the French, and likewiſe that Cr:ombthan, the 
Son of Fiodhadh, another King of the Iſland, attempted 
to conquer the Country. The [:/þ often tranſported 
their Forces into France: Nzall of the nine Hoſtages, 
long after Ugaine, at the Head of a numerous Army, 
deſigned to overrun the Country, and make it tributary 
to the Iriſb, and humanly ſpeaking, would have ſuc- 


ceeded in his Invaſion, had he not been treacherouſly 


ſhot with an Arrow by Zochaidb, the Son of Eana Ciun- 


ſealach, King of Leinſter, by the River Loire in 


France, as ſhall be more particularly related in the 


ON nos Courſe of this paar! Dathi, the Son of Hachradb, 


(| . 
ry * another Iriſh Monarc 
lola: 


„ raiſed a great Army, and land- 


ed in Fance; he marched thro the Country, and ſpoil- 
ed the Inhabitants as far as the Alps, and deſigned 1 
2 | tirely 
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tirely to ſubdue the Kingdom; but he was deſtroyed WV 
by Providence before he had accompliſhed his Purpoſe, 
and ſlain by a Thunderbolt at the foot of the Alps. 
We have the Teſtimony likewiſe of Cornelius Tacitus, 
that there was a great Correſpondence, by means of 
Trade, between Ireland and France; and therefore the 
Wonder ſeems to be at an End, how it came to paſs, 
that the Iriſh and the French borrowed ſome Words one 
of another, and admitted them into their own Lan- 
guage; for the Reaſons we have produced evidently 
ſhew that it was impoſſible it ſhould be otherwiſe, and 
ſufficiently overthrow the Argument of Buchanan, by 
which he offers to prove that the Gadehans ſailed from 
France into Sole 

His third Suppoſition is of no more Credit than d, „ora 
the two we have already confuted; he fancies that ga eee. 
there is a great Reſemblance between the Manners 
and Cuſtoms of the French and Iriſb, and therefore 
the Gadelrans muſt neceſſarily come out of France ; 
but Johannes Belus in his Book, wherein he de- 
{ſcribes the Cuſtoms and Manners of all Nations in 
the World, makes no ſuch Remark ; and therefore the 
Obſervation of Buchanan in this Caſe is ſingular, and 
like other Fictions to be met with in his Hiſtory, 
deſerves no Credit. 
Having anſwered the Reaſons of this Hcotiſh Writer, 
I am now to reply to the Opinion of ſome Eugliſſß Au- 
thors, who pretend to treat of Ireland, and aſſert that 
the Gadehans or the Poſterity of Mileſius came origi- 
nally from Britain, and got Poſſeſſion of the Iſland: 
Their Arguments are much the ſame with thoſe already 
anſwered; and, firſt, they ſay that many Words in 
the Britiſß and Iriſh Language have the ſame Signifi- 
cation; but this can be no Evidence that the Gadeli- 
aus were the Inhabitants of Britain, and ſo removed 
into Ireland, becauſe the Country of Brita received 
its Name from Brittan Maol, a Scythian by Deſcent, 
whoſe Language was the oy Iriſh. Britanma dicta eſt 
a quodam, qui vocabatur Britanus, ſays Camden: Britain 


was ſo called from a Prince whoſe Name was Britan. The Onoran 


learned Cormac mac Cuillenan in his Pſalter of Caſhel, — 
and the Book of Congueſts, and the Invaſions of Ireland, beats 
give the ſame Account, and obſerve that Britain receiv- n beats. 
ed its Name from Brittan Maol the Son of Fergus Le- 
athdearg, Son of Nemedins, whoſe Language was the 


B b original 
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original Iriſh. This Briman Maol (deſcended from that 
noble Scythian Nemedins) lived in Britain, and his Po- 
Page da dau ſterity after him, till Heremon, the Son of King Mi- 
babes. 50 /e/ins, ſent the Pics to make a Settlement in the Country 
of Scotland, They were afterwards invaded by Brutus, 
the Son of Hiltuns (as ſome Chronicles relate) and after- 
wards they were attacked by the Romans, the Saxons, 
the Danes, and then by / illiam the Conqueror, and the 
French; ſo that after ſo many Confuſions and Invaſions of 
Enemies, it is not to be wondred that the /7:/þ Tongue, 
the genuine Language of Briman Maol and his Poſterit 
(from whom deſcended the warlike Britains) ſhould be 
ſtrangely corrupted, and almoſt utterly deſtroyed. But 
notwithſtanding the Alterations that Language has re- 
ceived, yet ſome Part of it remains pur? and unmixed, 
and is the ſame with the ancient /:/h, that was ſpoken 
by Brian Maol and his Poſterity. 
ewebus Another Reaſon to account for the near Reſemblance 
8 ee vo between the Britiſh and the Iriſh Languages, is this Ob- 
5109 ſervation, that the Iſland of Ireland was the common 
Refuge of the Britains in their Wars, when they were 
preſſed hard and driven out of their own Country by 
the Romans, the Saxons, and other Enemies who invad- 
ed them; ſo that many Families, for Fear of Slaughter 
or Captivity, fled into Ireland, and were not only pro- 
tected and ſecured by the Arms of the generous 
Porn and warlike Ii, but had Lands aſſigned them for 
r Their Support, exempt from all Taxes and publick Con- 
A tributions, as long as they thought fit to ſtay in the 
Country. During their Reſidence among theſe hoſ- 
pitable People, no doubt but the Children of the Bri- 
tains became acquainted with the Iiſh Language, and 
from them many of the Villages they inhabited re- 
tain their Name to this Day. Such are Graig na Mbre- 
athaach, Shabh na Mbreathaach, Bally na Mbreathnach, 
and many others. When theſe Britains thought they 
might return with Safety into their own Country, they 
left the Ifland, and © conſtantly uſed many Triſb 
Words and Expreſſions, and ſo did their Poſterity. 
This is a juſt Account of the Reaſon of the Analogy 
there is between the Bruiſb and the Iriſh Language; 
and how far-this will be admitted as an Evidence, that 
the Gadelians came originally from Britain, every im- 
partial Perſon is at Liberty to judge, 


I I confels 
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I confeſs there is a very remarkable Reſemblance be 
tween the /r:/h and the Britains in their Manners and Cunaone 
Cuſtoms. They are both a warlike, a generous, and Fi 
a brave People diſtinguiſhed for their Juſtice and Inte- * 
grity, free and hoſpitable in their Houſes, Lovers of 
Learning and learned Men; curious in Chronology, 
and exact in the Genealogies of their Families; Ad- 
mirers of Poets and Muſick, and particularly delighted 
with the Harp; and in other commendable Inſtances there 
is a very near Likeneſs in the Diſpoſition, the Genius, and 
Practice of both Nations. But this is ſo far from being 
a Teſtimony, that the Gadeliaus came out of Britain 
into Ireland, that it rather confirms what was obſerved 
before, that the Britains borrowed their Language, 
their Manners, and Cuſtoms from the Iiiſb; and far- 
ther, it is certain, that ſome of the principal Officers, 
who followed the Mileſians into Irelaud, did afterwards 
leave the Iſland, and ſettled themſelves in the Country 
of Britain. | 

The Sons of Breogan, who came with the Gadelians 
into Ireland, were Breogha, Fuaid, Muirtheimbne, Cu- elan bre- 
ailgne, Cuala, Hibhle, Blaidh and Nar, and from the S an fo. 
Poſterity of Breogan, no doubt, deſcended the People 
called Brigantes, as the ancient Chronicles of Ireland 
inform us; and what confirms this Opinion, is the Re- 
mark of Thomaſius in his Latin Expoſitory Dictionary; 
who ſays, that the Brigantes, or the Children of Breo- 
gan, were deſcended from a Family in Vreland, not- 

withſtanding they inhabited the Counties of York, Lan- 
caſter, Durham, Weſtmoreland and Cumberland in great 
Britam ; fo that the Difficulty is cleared, and we are 
now ſufficiently informed of the Reaſons that many 
Words of the ſame Signification are to be found in the 
reſpective Languages of Britiſh and [r:/h; and that the Bri- 
taius copied after the Iriſh, not only in their Languages, 
but in many of the polite Cuſtoms and Manners of that 
illuſtrious People. 

The learned Camden (an Author, fond of the Ho- 
nour of his own Country) aſſerts, that the original In- 
habitants of Ireland came out of Britain: But this Wri- 
ter, tho? ever fo well verſed in the Antiquities of the 
Engliſh Nation, yet mult be a Stranger to the early Hi- 
ſtories of [reland, becauſe he was unacquained with the 
Language they were wrote in, and therefore I chuſe 
to be directed by the ancient Records of the * 

rather 
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rather than by the ill-grounded Suppoſitions of any 
Modern whatſoever. | 

Giraldus Cambrenſis, in his Legend concerning the 
Iriſh Affairs, relates that the Mileſiaus came originally 
from B:/cany into Ireland by the Command or Permil- 
ſion of a King of Britain; and that by the Perſua- 
ſion of the ſame King they poſſeſſed themſelves of the 
Orcades, and from thence tranſported a Colony of many 
Families into Ireland: His Delign, it ſeems, by invit- 
ing theſe Foreigners, was to bring the Iſland into his own 


Power, andto reduce it into the form of atributary Pro- 


vince to his own Kingdom. The Name of this Prince, if 
we believe this Writer, was Gorgwndus, the Son of Peilin. 
But this is an apparent Fiction and Falſhood, as will 
appear evidently, if we conſult the Chronicle of How, 
which proves to Demonſtration, that Gorgundus was 
King of Britain not much above three hundred Years 
before Julius Ceſar made a Conqueſt of the Kingdom, 
in the eighth Year of the Reign of Cafſibelan, who 
was King at that time: And the ſame Author obſerves 
that there were not many above fifty two Years from 
Julius Czar to the Birth of Chri/?; ſo that by the Com- 
putation of Hm, there were not full four hundred 
Years from the Reign of Gorgundus till Chriſt was born. 
Now we are aſſured by the faithful Cormac mac Cuillenan, 


«af we reid in his Pſalier of Caſhel, and in the Book of the Conqueſts 


Tc yalla 
cdiyil anſo 
Je. 


of Ireland, that the Mileſiaus landed in the Iſland about 
thirteen hundred Years before the Birth of Chritf. The 
Author of the Polychronicon agrees with this Account, 
where he ſays, ab adventu Hibernienſium uſque ad obitum 


 Santhi Patricii, ſunt aunt mille oftingentt: From the Comin 


of the Mileſians into Ireland to the Death of St. Patrick 
are a thouſand eight hundred Nears, Which is as much 
as to ſay, that the Mileſiaus landed in the Iſland about 
thirteen hundred Years before Chriſt was born; for by 
ſubſtracting the four hundred and ninety two Years 
that paſſed between the Coming of Chriſt, and the 
Death of St. Patrick, the remaining Years will be about 
thirteen hundred, which is about the Number between 
the Coming of the Mze/rans into Ireland, and the Birth 
of Chriſt. Sothat we have the Teſtimony of Cormac mac 
Cuillenan, the Book of Iuvaſions, and the Polychronicon, to 
ballance againſt the fabulous Account of Cambrenſis. 
And by theſe Authorities it appears, that the Mileſiaus 
were in /reland above nine hundred Years before Gor- 


gundus 
+ : 
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gundus was King of Great Britain; which overthrows SYV 
the Fiction of this idle Writer, who would have it be- 5 
lieved, that Gorgundus invited the Mileſiaus from Biſtany * 4854 
that they landed in the Orcades, and ſent a Colony of 59" bar- 
Families into Jreland to inhabit the Country, when 5 2 


: of gaoi- 
that King was not born by many hundred Years, as i oo b 


the ancient Records of the Kingdom inform us; to 3 
whoſe Authority I ſhall pay the utmoſt Deference, as it gunour. 
is impoſſible without them to open a Light into theſe 
diſtant Tranſactions, and to confute the Errors and 
Falſhoods of modern Hiſtorians, who attempt, with- 
out the Aſſiſtance of the H Chronicles, to write about 
the Antiquities of that Kingdom. Theſe Difficulties 
being cleared up, I now proceed directly to the Courſe 
of the Hiſtory. 

It has been obſerved before, that when Luighardh, 
the Son of /h, had brought the Body of his Father on 
Shore, he expoſed it openly, and related the perfidious 
Manner of his Death before an Aſſembly of the De- 
ſcendents of Mileſius, and the Sons of Breogan. The 
tragical Sight, and the Treachery of the /r:/h Princes, 
had that Effect upon the 8 that they came 
into a Reſolution unanimouſly, to invade the Iſland, to 
deſtroy the Inhabitants, and the cruel Tyrants that go- 
verned them, and fix a new Settlement in the Country. 
Purſuant to this Deſign, they fitted out a Fleet, and 
raiſed a gallant Army of the Gadeliaus, in order to 
wreſt the Kingdom from the Power of the Tuatha de 
Danans. Some Chronicles aſſert, that the Mileſians 
began their Voyage from a Place called Mandoca near 
the River Yerundo in Biſcany; and the Ground of this 
Opinion is, becauſe they ſay Mileſius was King of B 
cany only in the latter part of his Life; for he was driven 
out of Spam by the Incurſions of Foreigners, who, with 
their united Force, had the better of him in ſeveral En- 
gagements, and confined him and his People within 
the narrow Territories of that Country: And there he 
continued till his Death, for the Country was fortified 
by Nature; very difficult of Acceſs, and impoſſible to 
be ſubdued by Reaſon of the vaſt Woods and Moun- 
tains that incloſed it. But this is oppoſed by the Te- 
ſtimony of the moſt valuable and authentick Records, on vg 
which affirm, that the Mileſiaus ſet fail for Ireland from 3 
Tor Breogan, in Galicia, and this ſeems to be the trueſt v eas 
Account, for the Book of Congueſts or Invaſions, ſays that 59 hen. 
Tor Breogan was the Place == they held a Council, 
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and determined to ſend 7th into Ireland, and thither 


do pudin 
Ale ad 
Caypanre 
bay 7e. 


do 10mdd 
lung mdcd 
Aieav, 


Luigbaidh return'd from Ireland with the dead Body of 
his Father, when he expoſed his Wounds to the Family 
of Mileſius, and the Sons of Breogan; and therefore it 
ſeems reaſonable to believe, that they ſteered from 
that Place to invade the Iſland. 

Mileſius being dead, before Luighaidh returned, Scota 
his Wife reſolved to leave the Country, and to follow 
the Fortune of the Sons ſhe had by Mileſius in this Ex- 
panes. For the Kingdom of Span was rent in Pieces 

y inteſtine Wars, and the continual Inroads of foreign 
Enemies. The Mileſians therefore having put their 
Proviſions and their Men on Board, weighed Anchor, and 
were impatient till they landed upon the Iriſh Coaſt to re- 
venge the Death of the valiant Ih, who was inhu- 
manly ſlain, in Defiance of the eſtabliſhed Laws of 
Nature and Nations. This Invaſion they undertook 
under the Command of forty brave Commanders. 
The learned Eochaidb o Flin has tranſmitted to us their 
Names in a Poem of his, which begins thus, Taoiſig na 
Luing ſin tar lear. | 


The valiant Chiefs of the Mileſian Race, 

Who led the bold Gadelians into Ireland, 

Were Eibhle, Fuad, Breagha, Bladhbhin, 
Luighaidh, Muirtheimhne, Amergin, Buas, 
Breas, Buaighne, Donn, Ir, Heber, Heremon, 
Colpa the Swordſman, Eibher, Aireach, 
Arranan, Cuala, Cualgne, Narumne, 
Muimhne, Luighne and Laighne. 

Fulman, Mantan, Bile, Er, Orba, Fearon, 
Feargin, En, Un, Eadan, Goiſden, Seagda, 
Sobhairce, Suirge, Palap, Son of Heremon, 
The learned Caicer, Son of Mantan, Warriors all, 
Full of Revenge, ſailed towards the Iriſn Coaſt. 


The Number of their Ships was thirty, and they diſ- 
poſed rhirty of the moſt courageous of their Troops in 
every Ship. They had their Wives likewiſe on Board, 
and many others followed them out of a Proſpect of 
obtaining Poſſeſſions in this new Plantation. 

From theſe principal Officers who commanded in 
this Expedition, many Places in /reland obtained their 
Names. Breagha, Son of Breogan gave the Name to 
Moighe Breagha in Meath ; Cuala Son of Breogan gave 


the Name to Shabh Cuala; Cualgne Son of Breogan * 
1 e 
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the Name to Mabb Cualgne; Bladb, the Son of Breogan, S WV 
gave the Name to Miabhb Blaidhma ; Fuaid, Son of Breo- d gat a 
gan, gave the Name to Shah Fuaid; Muitheimbne, Son 3 
of Breogan, gave the Name to Shabh Muiribeimbhmne, 2 
otherwiſe called the Plain of Muirtheimhne; Luigbaidb, oye 54. 
the Son of Ith, who came into Vreland to revenge his a of 
Father's Death, gave the Name to Corca-Lnighe in Mun- 
ter; Eihhle the Son of Breogan gave the Name to Miabh Eib- 
ble in Munſter, the Generals Buas, Breas and Buaighne, the 
three Sons of Tygeharn bard, the Son of Brigbe Mare gave 
the Name to R/ Nare at Shabh Bladhma ; Seaga, Ful- 
mane, and Mantane, Caicer and his Son Sobharrce, Er, 
Orba, Fearon and Feargna; the four Sons of Heber, 
En, Un, Eadan and Goiſdean; Sobhairce whoſe Father 
is unknown; Bille the Son of Brigbe, Son of Breogan ; 
the eight Sons of Mileſius, Donn, Arreach, Fabhruadhe, 
Heber Fionn, Amergin, Ir, Colpa the Swordſman, and 
Arranan the youngeſt ; the four Sons of Heremon, Mu- 
imhne, Luighne, Laighne and Palap; Heber or Eibher 
the only Son of , the Son of Mileſius: Theſe were 
the forty commanding Officers, who conducted the 
Gadelians into Ireland. Iriel the Prophet, the Son of 
Heremon, was born after they arrivedin the Iſland, 

The Mzleſian Fleet firſt attempted to land upon the 
Northern Coaſt of Leinſter, at a Place then called Iub- 
her Hlainge, but now known by the Name of the Har- 
bour of Wexford. The Tuatha de Danans alarmed at 
the Number of the Ships immediately flock'd towards 
the Shore, and by the Power of their Inchantments 
and diabolical Arts they caſt ſuch a Cloud over the 
whole Iſland, that the Mileſiaus were confounded, and 
thought they ſaw nothing but the Reſemblance of a | | 
Hog; and for this Reaſon the Iſland was called Mucinis. 

The Inhabitants, by theſe Deluſions, hindred the Mi- 
leſiaus from landing their Forces, ſo that they were 3 
obliged to fail about the Iſland, till at laſt, with great ieae ene 
Difficulty they came on Shore at Inbher Sceine in the à tray of 
Weſt of Mwifter. From thence they marched in good1,; tym 
Order to a Mountain called Hiabhb Mis; here they Aude. 
were met by Banba, attended by a beautiful Train of 
Ladies, and followed by her Druids and Soothſayers : 
Amergin the Mileſian addreſſed himſelf to her, and de- 

fired the Honour to know her Name; ſhe anſwered 

her Name was Banba, and from her the Ifland 

was called Inis Banha: From thence they proceeded in 

their March, and arrived at $habb Eibhline, where the 


Princeſs 
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and determined to ſend [th into Ireland, and thither 


do Fudin 
Ahleas 
Cayparre 
bar 7e. 


do 10mdd 
lung mded 
ile as. 


Luugbaidh return'd from Ireland with the dead Body of 
his Father, when he expoſed his Wounds to the Family 
of Mileſius, and the Sons of Breogan; and therefore it 
ſeems reaſonable to believe, that they ſteered from 
that Place to invade the Iſland. 

Mileſius being dead, before Luighaidh returned, Scota 
his Wife reſolved to leave the Country, and to follow 
the Fortune of the Sons ſhe had by Mileſius in this Ex- 
mer For the Kingdom of Spar was rent in Pieces 

y inteſtine Wars, and the continual Inroads of foreign 
Enemies. The Mileſiaus therefore having put their 
Proviſions and their Men on Board, weighed Anchor, and 
were impatient till they landed upon the /r:/þ Coaſt to re- 
venge the Death of the valiant I, who was inhu- 
manly ſlain, in Defiance of the eſtabliſhed Laws of 
Nature and Nations. This Invaſion they undertook 
under the Command of forty brave Commanders. 
The learned Eochaidb o Flin has tranſmitted to us their 
Names in a Poem of his, which begins thus, Taoiſig na 
Luing ſin tar lear. | : 


The valiant Chiefs of the Mileſian Race, 

Who led the bold Gadelians into Ireland, 

Were Eibhle, Fuad, Breagha, Bladhbhin, 

Luighaidh, Muirtheimhne, Amergin, Buas, 

Breas, Buaighne, Donn, Ir, Heber, Heremon, 

Colpa the Swordſman, Eibher, Aireach, 

Arranan, Cuala, Cualgne, Narumne, 

Muimhne, Luighne and Laighne. 

Fulman, Mantan, Bile, Er, Orba, Fearon, 

Feargin, En, Un, Eadan, Goiſden, Seagda, 

Sobhairce, Suirge, Palap, Son of Heremon, 

The learned Caicer, Son of Mantan, Warriors all, 
Full of Revenge, ſailed towards the Iriſh Coaft. 


The Number of their Ships was thirty, and they diſ- 
poſed thirty of the moſt courageous of their Troops in 
every Ship. They had their Wives likewiſe on Board, 
and many others followed them out of a Proſpect of 
obtaining Poſſeſſions in this new Plantation. 

From theſe principal Officers who commanded in 
this Expedition, many Places in /reland obtained their 
Names. Breagha, Son of Breogan gave the Name to 
Moighe Breagha in Meath ; Cuala Son of Breogan gave 


the Name to Shabh Cuala; Cualene Son of Breogan Fon 
I the 
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the Name to Shabh Cualgne ; Blaab, the Son of Breogan, S VV 
gave the Name to Jhabh Blaidhma ; Fuaid, Son of Breo- do gat aw 
gan, gave the Name to Shab Fuaid; Muirthermhne, Son os 1 
of Breogan, gave the Name to Hiabh Muiriheimhmne, orredbarb 
otherwiſe called the Plain of Muzrrthermbne ; Luighaidb, * 54. 
the Son of Ith, who came into [reland to revenge his ah 7 1 
Father's Death, gave the Name to Corca- Luighe in Mun- 
ter; Eihhle the Son of Breogan gave the Name to Miabh Hib- 
ble in Munſter, the Generals Buas, Breas and Buaigbne, the 
three Sons of Tigeharnbard, the Son of Brighe Nare gave 
the Name to Ros Nare at Shabh Bladhma ; Seaga, Ful- 
mane, and Mantane, Caicer and his Son Sobhairce, Er, 
Orba, Fearon and Feargna; the four Sons of Heber, 
En, Un, Eadan and Goiſdean; Sobhairce whoſe Father 
is unknown; Bille the Son of Brighe, Son of Breogan ; 
the eight Sons of Mileſius, Donn, Aireach, Fabhruadhe, 
Heber Fiomn, Amergin, Ir, Colpa the Swordſman, and 
Arranan the youngeſt ; the four Sons of Heremon, Mu- 
imhne, Luighne, Laighne and Palap; Heber or Eibher 
the only Son of Ii, the Son of Mileſius: Theſe were 
the forty commanding Officers, who conducted the 
Gadelians into Ireland. Iriel the Prophet, the Son of 
Heremon, was born after they arrived in the Iſland. 

The Mileſian Fleet firſt attempted to land upon the 
Northern Coaſt of Leinſter, at a Place then called [1b- 
her Hlainge, but now known by the Name of the Har- 
bour of Wexford. The Tuatha de Danans alarmed at 
the Number of the Ships immediately flock'd towards 
the Shore, and by the Power of their Inchantments 
and diabolical Arts they caſt ſuch a Cloud over the 
whole Iſland, that the Mileſians were confounded, and 
thought they ſaw nothing but the Reſemblance of a 
Hog; and for this Reaſon the Iſland was called Mucinis. 
The Inhabitants, by theſe Deluſions, hindred the Mi- 
leſiaus from landing their Forces, ſo that they were ahh 
obliged to ſail about the Iſland, till at laſt, with great teas eye 
Difficulty they came on Shore at Iubher Sceine in the à tray af 
Weſt of Munſter. From thence they marched in good iar duns 
Order to a Mountain called $habh Mis; here they Yare. 
were met by Banba, attended by a beautiful Train of 
Ladies, and followed by her Druids and Soothſayers : 
Amergin the Mileſian addreſſed himſelf to her, and de- 
ſired the Honour to know her Name; ſhe anſwered 
her Name was Banba, and from her the Ifland 
was called Inis Banba: From thence they proceeded in 
their March, and arrived at Hab Eibhline, where the 


Princeſs 
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WYV Princeſs Fodhla met them, with a Retinue of Ladies and 
Druids about her; they deſired to know her Name, 
and ſhe replied her Name was Fodhla, which alſo was 
the Name of the Iſland. They went on, and came 

Teaf maed to / iſueach, where they were met by Eire and her At- 

brrieaz tendants; ſhe was likewiſe deſired to diſcover her 
Name, and ſhe told them her Name was Ezre, and 
from her the Country was called Eire: This Tranſ- 
action is confirmed by the Teſtimony of an ancient 
Poet, who in a Poem that begins thus, Canna bunad- 
hus na ngaoidhiol, has theſe Lines. 


Banba they met with all her princely Tram 

On Sliabh Mis; and on the fruitful Plain 

Of Sliabh Eibhline Fodhla next they ſpi d, 

With Prieſts and learned Druids for her Guide, 
And all her charming Court of Ladies by her Side: 
Then vertuous Eire appeared in Pomp and State, 

In Viſneach's pleaſant Fields, majeſtically great. 


Theſe Ladies were married to the three Sons of 
Cearmada, who divided the Iſland between them, tho? 
ſome of the [r:/h Chronicles aſſert that each of them 
ruled alternatively over the whole Kingdom, and the 

Country was for the Time called by the Name of the 
reigning Prince; this appears from the following 


Verſes. 


Theſe Iriſh Kings alternatively reigned, 


And for their Conſorts choſe three Princeſſes, 
Fodhla, Banba and Eire. 


The Mileſians after this Adventure continued their 

March till they came to the Palace of Teamair, where 

the Sons of Cearmada kept their Court, and appeared 

in great Grandeur and Magnificence, encompaſſed with 

An-wzr their inchanted Guards. Amergin immediately ad- 
Aae Mile dreſſed himſelf to the three Kings, and reſolutely de- 
elan des. manded of them to reſign their Government, or be 
nds. decided by the Hazard of a pitched Battel, and this 
he inſiſted upon in Revenge for the Death of the va- 

liant Iih whom they had treacherouſly ſlain. The 

Prince of the Tuatha de Danans ſurpriſed at this bold 
Summons, made Anſwer that they were not prepared 

to decide the Diſpute in a military Way, becauſe Ay 
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had no ſtanding Forces, and could inſtantly bring an SYV 
Army into the Field; but they were willing the whole 

Affair 2 be determined by the Arbitration of Amer- ro. I bg 
in, who they perceived was a Perſon of great Judg- s N. 

2 and Abilities, but threatned him vichal 4. ForTooly 
he impoſed any unjuſt Conditions, they would certainly 

deſtroy him by their Inchantments. Amergin imme- 
diately order'd the Gadelans to retire to Iubher Hceine, 

and with all poſſible Expedition to haſte on Shipboard 

with the reſt of the Gadehans, and to fail out of the 

Mouth of the Harbour, or, as others ſay, nine Waves 

from the Shore: Then he made this Propoſal to the 

Tuatha de Danans, that if they could hinder his Men 

from landing in the Iſland, he with his whole Fleet 

would return into Hain, and never make any other At- 

tempt upon the Country; but if he and his reſo- 

lute Gadelians could in Defiance of them land upon 

their Coaſt, the Tuatha de Danans ſhould reſign the 


| Government, and become their Tributaries. This 


Offer was well accepted by the Inhabitants, who, de- 
pending upon the Influence of their Art, thought they 
ſhould ſoon get rid of theſe inſolent Invaders; for they 
had that Command over the Elements by their In- 
chantments, that they made no Queſtion of prevent- 


ing them from ever ſetting Foot upon the Shore again. 


In Obedience to the Command of Amergin, the do was 
Mileſiaus returned to their Shipping, and he with «<7 
them went on board; they weighed Anchor, ande — 
moved no more than the Diſtance of nine Waves froma 4 mnr- 
the Shore. The Tuatha de Danans perceiving the 
Ships were afloat, confiding in their Art, had imme- 
diate Recourſe to their Inchantments, which ſucceeded 
ſo far as to raiſe a moſt violent and tempeſtuous 


Wind, which ſoon diſorder'd the Mileſian Fleet, and 


drove them foul one upon another, Amergin and 


Donn, the Son of Mileſius knew the Storm proceeded 


from no natural Cauſe, and Aranan, the youngeſt Son 
of the brave Mileſius, went up to the Topſail to make 
Diſcoveries, but was unfortunately blown off by a Guſt 
of Wind, and falling upon the Hatch he inſtantly died. 
The Gadelians began to be in great Confuſion ; for 
the Ships were dreadfully toſſed, and the whole Fleet 
was in Danger of being loſt: The Veſſel which Donn 
commanded, was by the Violence of the Storm ſepa- 

Dd rated 
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V rated from the reſt of the Fleet, and was broken to 
reoleq le pieces, and himſelf and all the Crew were drowned. By 
hes BY the Wreck of this Ship there periſhed four and twenty 
long go common Soldiers, four Galley Slaves, twelve Women, 
_ er fifty brave Gadelians, who went Voluntiers, and five 
| Captains, whoſe Names were. Bille the Son of Brighe, 
Arreach Feabhruadh, Buan, Breas, and Cualgne. The 
valiant I, the Son of Mileſius, with his Ship, met with 
the ſame Fate; for he was divided from the Fleet, and 
was driven upon the Weſtern Coaſt of Deſinond in the 
Kingdom of /reland, where he ſplit upon the Rocks, 
and every Man periſhed. The Body of this unfortu- 
nate Prince was caſt upon the Shore, and was buried 

in a ſmall Iſland called ces Mithill. 

This Place, by Reaſon of its peculiar Qualities, 
deſerves a particular Deſcription. It is a Kind 
of a Rock, ſcituated a few Leagues in the Sea, 
and fince St. Patricks Time much frequented by 
Way of Piety and Devotion; the Top of it is 
flat and plain, and tho' the Depth of the Earth be 
but ſhallow, it is obſerved to be of a very fatning 
Nature, and feeds abundance of wild Fowl that are 
forced to be confined upon it; I ſay, they are forced, 
becauſe the Surface of the Ground (it is ſuppoſed) has 
that attractive Virtue as to draw down all the Birds 
that attempt to flie over it, and oblige them to alight 
upon the Rock. The People, who live nigh, reſort 
hither in ſmall Boats, when the Sea is calm, to catch 
theſe Birds, whoſe Fleſh being very ſweet, they uſe for 
Proviſion, and their Feathers for other Occaſions ; 

do Sceig and it is obſerved, that theſe Fowl, tho* almoſt innumer- 
3 able, are exceeding fat, notwithſtanding the Circum- 
ference of the Top of the Rock is but ſmall, and does 

not exceed three Acres of Land. This Iſle is ſur- 
rounded with high and almoſt inacceſſible Precipices, 

that hang dreadfully over the Sea, which generally is 

rough, and roars hideouſly beneath. There is but 

one Track, and that very narrow, that leads up to the 

Top, and the Aſcent is fo difficult and frightful, that 

few are ſo hardy as to attempt it. | 

12 mae . This Ir, who was ſo unhappily loſt, was a Prince 
leas ni reh of great Bravery and military Experience, always in 
res daß the Front of an Engagement at the Head of his ſtour 
Gadelians, attended with Succeſs whenever he fought, 

the Guardian and Protector of his Followers in Battel, 


1 and 
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and by his very Name a Terror to his Enemies. The WYW 
Poſterity of this warlike General were the noble Cana 
Rughruaidhe, who kept a ſplendid and magnificent Court 

for the Space of nine hundred Years at Eamhain Ma- 

cha in the Province of Ulſter, and for ſeven hundred 

Years of the Time, were the Heroes of the Age they 

lived in, and were reputed the celebrated Champions 

of the Weſtern Parts of Europe, as ſhall be particularly 
obſerved in the Progreſs of this [-:/þ Hiſtory. 

The learned Eochaidh o Hin has taken notice of theſe 
Misfortunes that befell the Mileſiaus at Sea, in a Poem 
of his which begins thus, Taoiſig na Lumg tar Lear; 
the Lines are theſe 


The ruffling Winds, the foaming Billows riſe, 
The Face of Heaven is raviſhed from their Eyes, 
Art fails, and Courage falls, no Succour near, 
As many Waves, as many Deaths appear. 

The giddy Ships run round, and then are toſt, 
Then bulge at once, and in the Deep are loſt. 

The brave Mileſians to the Bottom born, 
Attempt to riſe, but never muſt return. 

Donn, Bille, Buan, with his virtuous Bride, 
Dil, Aireach, Buas, Breas, Cualgne ; 

All plung'd into the Deep, are buried by the Tide. 


It was obſerved before, that the Ship, wherein 1 
was, ſeparated from the Reſt of the Fleet, and was 
loſt in the Storm, and his Body driven on Shore, and 
buried; this Shipwreck, and the Loſs of this Prince 
and of his two Brothers is lamented by an old Poet in 


theſe Verſes. 


Amergin learned and valiant fell in Battel | 
At Billeteinn; Ir was caſt away 

Near the rocky Cliffs of Sccilg ; and Arranan 

Was Shipwreck on the Iriſh Coaſt. | | 


Heremon, with Part of the Mze/ſzan Fleet, was driven reap eye- 
to the Left towards the Iſland, and with great Diffi- «won arrip 
culty arrived ſafely at /nbher 6+ ay now called Droche- Copa * 
da. The Place was called Iubber Colpa, becauſe Colpa, 


who went by the Name of the Sword/man, another 
Son of Mileſius, was unfortunately drowned as he at- 
tempted to come on Shore: It appears, that this Enter- 


priſe of the Gadelians was fatal to five Sons of Mileſius, 
who 
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&YY' who were loſt before the Country was conquered, and 
the Tuatha de Danans were diſpoſſeſſed of Govern- 
ment. The Death of theſe five Princes is recorded 
and confirmed by an old Poet in this Manner. 


The Sorcerers, by Force of wicked Magick, 
Summon'd the Winds, and in the Storm deſtroyd 
Five Princes of the fam d Mileſian Race. 


The Names of theſe Brothers, who periſhed be- 
fore the Conqueſt of the Iſland, were Donn, Ir, A.- 
reach Feabruadh, Arranan and, Colpa the Swordſman, 
who were all loſt by the Enchantment of the Inhabi- 
- tants; and no more than three Sons of Mileſius ſur- 
vived this dreadful Tempeſt to poſſeſs the Country; 
their Names were Heber, Heremon, and Amergin, and 
they landed at Inbher Scene. 

cedd eat Three Days after Heber and his Followers were got on 


ana A, Shore they were attacked by Eire the Wife of Mac Erei- 
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te ad d1 ei- ; ; : 
ph: ne, one of the Princes of the Country, at Shabh Mis, 


or the Mountain of Mis, This Lady was attended by 
a ſtrong Body of Men, and a deſperate Battel followed, 
where many were deſtroyed on both Sides. In this 
Action Fais, the Wife of Un mac Vighe was lain in a 
Valley at the Foot of the Mountain, which from her 
obtained the Name of Glean Fars, which ſignifies the 
Valley of Fars: The Death of this Lady is thus ob- 
ſerved by an old Poet. 


The Valley where the lovely Fais fell, 
From her as ancient Iriſh Records tell, 
Obtained the Name of Glean Fais. 


Scota, the Relict of King Mileſius, was likewiſe lain 
in this Engagement, and was buried in another Valley 
on the North fide of the Mountain S$habh Mis, ad- 
joining to the Sea: This Valley, which was the Place 
of her Interment, was called Gl/ean Scorthin, or the Val- 
ley of Scoza, as an old Poet teſtifies in theſe Verſes. 


Beneath, a Vale its Boſom does diſplay, 

IVith Meadows green, with Flowers profuſely gay; 
Mere Scota lies, unfortunately ſlain, 

And with her Royal Tomb gives Honour to the Plain. 


Mid 
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Mix d with the firſt the fair Virago fought, 
Suſtain'd the Toils of Arms, and Danger ſought ; 
From her the fruitful Valley had the Name 

Of Glean Scoith, and we may truſt to Fame. 


This was the firſt Battel that was fought between the 
Mileſians and the Tuatha de Danans for the Empire of the 


Iſland, as we are informed by the ſame Author in this 
manner. 


The ſtout Gadelians firſt their Courage try 

At Sliabh Mis, and rout the Ene; 
here Heroes prerc'd with many a deadly Wound 
Choak'd in their Blood lay gaſping on the Ground ; 
Heroes, whoſe brave Exploits, may juſtly claim, 
Triumphant Laurels, and immortal Fame, 


The Perſons of Note that fell on the Side of the Mi- 


. . . . do 
leſians in this Action, were the Princeſs Scota and ther 
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Lady Fais; they likewiſe loſt two of their principal bea ae ad 
Druids, whoſe Names were Uar and Eubir; but there" 


were no more than three hundred of the Gadelian Sol- 


diers miſſing after the Fight, notwithſtanding they de- 


feated the Tuatha de Danans, and ſle a thouſand of them. 
Eire the Wife of Mac Greine, one of the Princes of the 
Country, with as many of her flying Troops as ſhe 
could keep together, retired to Tailton, and there rela- 
ted the Misfortune ſhe had met with, and how ſhe was 
routed by the Enemy, and the choiceſt of her Men were 
ſlain. The Mze/ans continued upon the Field of Bat- 
tel, burying their Dead, and celebrating the Funeral 
Rites of the two Druids with great Solemnity. An old 
Poet makes honourable Mention of this Battel, and con- 
firms ſome of the Particulars in theſe Verſes. 


On Sliabh Mis our warlike Squadrons flood, 
, Eager of Fight, and prodigal of Blood ; 
Vickorious Arms our ſtout Gadelians bore, 
Ruin behind, and Terror match'd before : | 2 754 
A thouſand of tf inchanted Hoſt are ſlain, | 
They try their Charms and Magick Arts in vain, 
For with their mangled Limbs they ever all the Plain. 
Three hundred only of out Troops are killed, 
Who bravely turned the Fortune of the Field. 
The learned Uar ruſhed among the reſt, 
But with repeated Blows and Wounds oppreſs d, 
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Ee fell, and by his Side expiring lay 


Eithir, a Prieſt, and gaſþ'd his Soul acvay. 
The Viftors then the Funeral Rites prepare, 
Due to their dead Companions of the War. 


It was obſerved before, that eight of the commanding 


orice els- Officers of the Mileſiaus were unfortunately deſtroyed at 


do Cale ud 


Sea by the Inchantments of the Tuatha de Danans: Ir 


A 7an was loſt at Scerlg Mibehil; Arranan was daſhed to pieces 


Tix Cul do 
Sabadg ei- 


by a Fall from the Topſail ; Donn, with five of the prin- 
cipal Gadeliaus, were drowned at a Place called Teach 
Duinn, in the Weſt of Ireland. Eight Ladies likewiſe 
of the firſt Quality periſhed at Sea; two loſt their Lives 
when Donn was ſhipwreck'd; their Names were Buaz 
the Wife of Bille, and Dil the Daughter of Mileſius, the 
Wife and Siſter of Donn. Sceme the Wife of Amergin, 
was unfortunately caſt away at Inbher Scene. From the 
Misfortune of this Lady the River was called Inbher 
Heeine, or the River of Hceine; for Iubher ſignifies a Ri- 
ver, and it is known by the ſame Name in the County 
of Kerry in Ireland to this Day. 

Hal, the Wife of Lugnaidh, was a Lady of ſtrict 
Virtue and uncommon Modeſty ; for ſhe was ſo con- 
founded with Shame, becauſe her Huſband had ſeen her 
naked as ſhe was ſwimming in the River Feil, that ſhe 
languithed, and died with Grief. - The Stream received 
the Name of [nbher Feile from this fair Mileſian, and 
is ſo called to this Time. Scoza and Hias, two other 
Ladies of the Gadehans, were {lain in the Battel of 
S$Shabh Mis before- mentioned. 

The Wife of I and the Wife of Muirtheimbue, the 
Son of Breogan, likewiſe died before the Battel of Tail- 
ton was fought; theſe make up the eight Ladies of the 
Mileſiaus who were dead before that Engagement. The 
Names of ſeven of them are recorded in the Book 
of the Conqueſts of [reland, and are Scora, Tea, Fial, 
Has, Liobhra, Oghbha, and S ceine. The ſame Number 
of principal Officers of the Gadehans periſhed before 
that Action with the Tuatha de Danans, whoſe Names 
are expreſſed before. An old Antiquary in one of his 
Poems has given us the Names of ſeven of theſe female 
Adventurers, who came into Ireland. 


Seven 
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Seven Ladies of the chiefeſt Quality 
Followed the Fortunes of the ſtout Gadelians, 
When they reſolved to conquer or to die; 
Tea, the virtuous Queen of Heremon ; 
Fial the Conſort of the brave Lughaidh ; 

© Fais was a Princeſs of diſtinguiſhed Beauty, 
And the beloved Wife of Un. And Sceine 
Was wedded to Amergin's princely Bed ; 
Liobhradh was the Royal Bride of Fuaid ; 
Scota the Nelict of the great Mileſius, 
And Oghbha ſtriftly chaſte in Widowhood. 


The Gadelians, who were under the Command of 
Heber, and came off with Victory at the Battel of $/;- 
abh Mis, when they had buried their Dead, and re- 
covered themſelves from the Fatigue of the Fight, mar- 
ched to [nbher Colpa, now called Drocheda, in the Pro- 
vince of Leinſter, where they joined a ſtrong Body of 
Mileſians, with Heremon at the Head of them: With 
this Reinforcement they ſent a Summons to the three 
Princes of the Iſland, the Sons of Caermoda, to come 
to a pitched Battel at a Place appointed in order to de- 
cide the Government of the Country. The Tuatha de 
Danans accepted of the Challenge, and advanced with 
their choiceſt Troops led on by their three Princes, 
and began the Fight: The Mzleſians received the 
Charge with great Bravery, and greedy of Revenge 
for the Death of Ieh, fell deſperately upon the Enemy, 
and a moſt bloody Action followed. Both Sides main-:uzas eat 
tained their Ground, and Victory was in Suſpenſe for vaſtcion ne 
fome Time; but at length the Gadelians broke theuass- 
Ranks of the Tuatha de Danans, and occaſioned ſuch 

Confuſion among their Forces, that they were put to 
the Rout with great Slaughter, and driven out of the 
Field. The three Princes of the Country were ſlain in 
this Engagement; Mac Greine fell in an Encounter with 
Amergin; Mac Ceacht was killed by Heremon, and Mac 
Cuill was ſlain by Heber Fonn. This memorable Tranſ- 
action comes to the Notice of Poſterity from the fol- 
lowing Verſes of an old Poet. 


The Princes of the Iſland kept their Court 
At Tailton; but the bold Gadelians 


2 Puniſhed 
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Puniſhed their Treachery to the valiant Ith : 
Mac Greine, tho' fierce in Fight, Amergin ſlew ; 
Mac Cuil fell beneath the dreadful Sword 

Of Heber; and Heremon Hand to Hand 
Oerbore Maccacht, and pierced him to the Ground. 


tiRogae In this Action were ſlain likewiſe the Conſorts of theſe 
do ce amo three Princes, who were Eire, Fodhbla and Banba. The 
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ſame Poet gives this Account of their Death. 


This fatal Day the virtuous Eire was ſlain 
By Siurge, Fodhla by the Sword of Headan 
Fell dead, and Banba ſunk beneath 
The avenging Arm of Caicer. | 


The Tuatha de Danans perceiving the Death of their 
three Commanders, deſpaired of Victory, and fled in 
great Diſorder. The Mileſians followed their Succeſs 
with great Slaughter of the Enemy; but in the Perſuit 
they loſt two of their leading Officers, Cualgue the Son 
of Breogan at Shabh Cuailgne, and Fuad his Brother at 
Shabh Fuaid : But the Gadelians, no way diſcouraged, 
preſſed hard upon the vanquiſhed, deſtroyed Numbers 
of them in their Flight, and put them to a general Rout. 
The Inhabitants were never able to recruit their Forces, 
but were obliged to ſubmit to the Victors, and deliver 
up the Government of the Iſland. 

Some of the [ri/h Antiquaries are of Opinion, that 
after the Mileſians had obtained this Victory, Heber Fronn 
and Heremon divided the Country in two Parts between 
them; the Northern Part, from theRiver Boyne and $7ubb, 
fell to the Share of Heremon, and from thence to the 
main Ocean Southwards came into the Poſſeſſion of He- 
ber Fion. A Poet of great Antiquity makes mention of 
this Diviſion in this manner: 


The two Commanders ſhared the Iſle between them; 
The North Diviſion Heremon enjoyed | 
From the rich Vale, where in delightful Streams, 
The Boyne, the Darling of the Ocean flows ; 
Southwards from thence the Royal Heber reigned, 
And his Dominion to the Sea extended. 


Five of the Mile/ian Officers attended upon Heremon 
to his Part of the Country, and had Lands aſſigned 


them for their Support, where each of them erected a 
2 | Caſtle 
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Caſtle upon their own Eſtate, and there they reſided SYV 
with their Families. The Names of theſe five Comman- 

ders were Amergin, the Son of Mileſius, Goiſdean, Se- 

aghda, Sobhairce and Hiurge. Heremon alſo built a mag- 
nificent Palace, where he kept his Court, at Argindro/ 

upon the Bank of the RiverFeorr in0ſſery, and called it Rath 
Beothach; Amergin raiſed the Caſtle of Turlagh Inbher 

More, now called Arche; Sobhairce built the Fort of euira h. 
Dunn Sobhairce, Seaghda erected Dunn Deilguſi in the a do Nr 
Territory of Cualann; Goiſdean built Cahair Ware, and RENT 
Surge called his Seat by the Name of Dunn Eadair. 

Some of the principal of the Mileſians likewiſe fol- 

lowed Heber Fionn into his Diviſion of the Country, 
who generouſly allowed them an honourable Subſiſtence, 
andgave them Lands for the Support of their Fami- 
lies; their Names were Caicer, Mantann, Eadan, Vige, 
and Fulman. Each of theſe Gadelian Nobles raiſed 
very ſtately Structures upon their own Eſtates: Heber 
Fionn built a Royal Palace for himſelf in Leinſter, and 
call'd it Rath Loamhuin ; Caicer erected the Caſtle of 
Dunn Inn in the Welt of Ireland; Mantann was the 
Founder of Cumbdach Cairge Bladhruzdhe ; Unn the Son 
of Vige built Rath Arda Hurd, and Fulman built the 
Fort of Cairge Feadha. 

But this Diviſion of the Iſland is oppaſed by ſome of ceazras na 
our Antiquaries of great Authority, who aſſert that He- «we 
ber poſſeſſed himſelf of the two Provinces of Munſter, 988 
the Province of Leinſter and Conacht fell to the Share of 
Heremon; the Province of Mer they divided between 
Eimbir or Heber the Son of Ir, the Son of Mileſius, their 
Brother's Son, and ſome others of the principal Gadeli- 
ans; and the Canthred of Corckaluighe, in the County of 
Cort in Munſter, they aſſigned to L»ghaidh, the Son of 
lib, who was treacheroully ſlain by the Princes of the 
Country; in Revenge of whoſe Death the Mileſiaus firſt 
engaged in this Expedition. 

This latter Divion of the Iſland ſeems to deſerve the 
greateſt Credit, becauſe it is certain, that the Royal Pa- 
lace of Heremon, called Rath Beothaic, was built at Air- 
grodroſs upon the Bank of the River Feorr in Leinſter; 
and it appears likewiſe, that the Poſterity of Heber Fromn Rug rata 
relided for many Years in the Province of Munſter ; the"! 504 
Deſcendents of Heremon inhabited in Conacht and Lein- 
ſter, and the Family of Eimbir or Heber the Son of Mi- 
leſius, commonly called Clanna Rugbruidbe, ä 
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Puniſhed their Treachery to the valiant Ith : 
Mac Greine, tho' fierce in Fight, Amergin ſlew ; 
Mac Cuil fell beneath the dreadful Sword 

Of Heber; and Heremon Hand to Hand 
Oerbore Maceacht, and pierced him to the Ground. 


ci Mog In this Action were lain likewiſe the Conſorts of theſe 
do de ano three Princes, who were Eire, Fodhla and Banba. The 


{ame Poet gives this Account of their Death. 


This fatal Day the virtuous Fire was ſlam 
By Siurge, Fodhla by the Sword of Headan 
Fell dead, and Banba funk beneath 

The avenging Arm of Caicer. 


The Tuatha de Danans perceiving the Death of their 
three Commanders, deſpaired of Victory, and fled in 
great Diſorder. The Milęſians followed their Succeſs 


with great eng of the Enemy ; but in the Perſuit 


they loſt two of their leading Officers, Cualgue the Son 
of Breogan at Shabh Cuailgne, and Fuad his Brother at 
Mal Fuaid : But the Gadelians, no way diſcouraged, 
preſſed hard upon the vanquiſhed, deſtroyed Numbers 
of them in their Flight, and put them to a general Rout. 
The Inhabitants were never able to recruit their Forces, 
but were obliged to ſubmit to the Victors, and deliver 
up the Government of the Iſland. 

Some of the Iriſb Antiquaries are of Opinion, that 
after the Mileſiaus had obtained this Victory, Heber Fronn 
and Heremon divided the Country in two Parts between 
them; the Northern Part, from theRiver Boyze and $7uebb, 
fell to the Share of Heremon, and from thence to the 
main Ocean Southwards came into the Poſſeſſion of He- 
ber Fion. A Poet of great Antiquity makes mention of 
this Diviſion in this manner: 


The two Commanders ſhared the Iſle between them; 
The North Diviſion Heremon enjoyed 

From the rich Vale, where in delightful Streams, 
The Boyne, the Darling of the Ocean flows ; 
Southwards from thence the Royal Heber reigned, 
And his Dominion to the Sea extended. 


Five of the Mileſian Officers attended upon Heremon 
to his Part of the Country, and had Lands aſſigned 
them for their Support, where each of them erected a 


Caſtle 
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Caſtle upon their own Eſtate, and there they reſided SYV 
with their Families. The Names of theſe five Comman- 

ders were Amergm, the Son of Mileſius, Goiſdean, Se- 

aghda, Sobhairce and Surge. Heremon alſo built a mag- 
nificent Palace, where he kept his Court, at Argiodroſs 

upon the Bank of the RiverFeorr in0ſſery, and called itRath 
Beothach; Amergm raiſed the Caſtle of Turlagh Inbher 

More, now called Arche; Sobharirce built the Fort of vwira . 
Dunn Sobhatrce, Seaghda erected Dunn Deilguſ;s in the D vo Nr 
Territory of Cualann; Goiſdean built Cahair Nare, and? 
Hunge called his Seat by the Name of Dunn Eadair. 

Some of the principal of the Mileſians likewiſe fol- 
lowed Heber Fionn into his Diviſion of the Country, 
who generouſly allowed them an honourable Subſiſtence, 
andgave them Lands for the Support of their Fami- 
lies; their Names were Caicer, Mantann, Eadan, Vige, 
and Fulman. Each of theſe Gadelian Nobles raifed 
very ſtately Structures upon their own Eſtates: Heber 
Fionn built a Royal Palace for himſelf in Leinſter, and 
call'd it Rath Loamhuin ; Caicer ere&ed the Caſtle of 
Dunn Inn in the Welt of Ireland; Mantann was the 
Founder of Cumbdach Cairge Bladbruidhe; Unn the Son 
of Vige built Rath Arda Suird, and Fulman built the 
Fort of Cairge Feadha. 

But this Diviſion of the Iſland is oppaſed by ſome of ceazras n« 
our Antiquaries of great Authority, who aſſert that He- *©*n5e 
ber poſſeſſed himſelf of the two Provinces of Munſter, 89 850 
the Province of Leinſter and Conacht fell to the Shate of 
Heremon; the Province of Uſer they divided between 
Eimbir or Heber the Son of Ir, the Son of Mileſius, their 
Brother's Son, and ſome others of the principal Gadeli- 
ans; and the Canthred of Corckaluighe, in the County of 
Cork in Munſter, they aſſigned to L»ghaidh, the Son of 
lib, who was treacheroully (lain by the Princes of the 
Country; in Revenge of ohads Death the Mileſians firſt 
engaged in this Expedition. | 

This latter Diviſion of the Iſland ſeems to deſerve the 
greateſt Credit, becauſe it is certain, that the Royal Pa- 
lace of Heremon, called Rath Beothaic, was built at Arr-- 
giodroſs upon the Bank of the River Feorr in Leinſter; 
and it appears likewiſe, that the Poſterity of Heber Fronn Rug nata 
reſided for many Years in the Province of Munſter ; the daa Bes 
Deſcendents of Heremon inhabited in Conacht and Lein- 
ſter, and the Family of Eimbir or Heber the Son of Mi- 
leſius, commonly called Fs Rugbruidbe, remained 
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for many Generations in the Province of Uſer, and are 


the original and the moſt ancient Inhabitants of Vier 
of all he Poſterity of the Mileſians. They were a Tribe 

who kept their Royal Seat at Eambain, for the Space of 

nine hundred Years; and for their Valour, their Gene- 

roſity and military Exploits, they were the Glory of the 

Iriſh Nation, as the moſt authentick Records, particu- 

- larly the Pſalter of Caſhel and the Royal Pſalter of Ta- 

rah, inform us. They flouriſhed in great Honour, and 

do tg va were the renowned Heroes of theWeſtern Part of Europe for 
wg en many Ages; till, ſinking under the Weight of their 
own Greatneſs, they were deſtroyed by inteſtine Quar- 

rels and irreconcileable Breaches in their Families (as 

will be related hereafter) by which means the Royal Seat 

of Eamhain fell to Ruin, and the Tribe ſeparated and 

fixed themſelves in other Provinces of the Iſland. The 
Deſcendents of the brave Hero Connall Cearnach removed 

to Laoighis (in Enghſh Lex) in the Province of Leinſter, 
el«reNuz-and the Poſterity of Fergus Mac Rozgh obtained Settle- 
rue anf ments in Conmacne, Connacht, Corcamruadh and Kerry 
in Munſter: Theſe Families were originally derived 

from the ſame Anceſtors, and were called in general 

by the Name of Clana Rughruidhe: The ſame Changes 

and Diviſions happened likewiſe in other Tribes of 

the Mileſiaus, who, by Reaſon of Animoſities among 
themſelves, ſeparated from the Poſſeſſions that were 

firſt aſſigned them; particularly in the Family of the 

O Dwyers (or, as ſome write them, O Divir) in Iriſh 

called O Duibhidhir, deſcended from Carrbre, the Son 

of Conchorb, who lived four Generations before Cathozr 

More, Monarch of [reland, of the Line of Heremon. 


- Fic exje- The ſame Alterations appear likewiſe in the Tribe of 


oem do the O Ryans, who were of the ſame Family, and re- 
Bab dd ei- ; 
Seas mundy moved from the Province of Leſter to Munſter, where 
«yo. their Poſterity remain to this Day: But the Revolu- 
tions that aroſe in theſe Families, and their Removal 
from the Lands where they firſt ſettled, hapned 
many Years after Heber and Heremon divided the Iſland 
as before mentioned. | 
It is evident, that the three Colla's, with all their Re- 
lations and Dependents went into Uſer about the Year 
of our Redemption one hundred and thirty, where, 
by their Valour they diſpoſſeſſed the former Inhabitants, 
and fixed themſelves. The Lands, which they obtain- 
ed in this Province were called Modhozrn ui Macuais 


and 
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and i Chriombuin, where ſome of their Poſterity re 
main to this Time: It was in the Reign of Muiread- 
hach Tireach, that they got into the Enjoyment of theſe 
new Eſtates. The noble Earl of Antrim, Mac Daniel 
by Sirname, is deſcended from Collauais, and the moſt 
illuſtrious Family of the Mac Mahons in the Province 
of Uler, the Maguires in Iriſh Magnidhir, and the 
O Hanluans, with ſeveral other Branches, derived from 
the ſame Stem, were the lineal Deſcendents of Colla da 
Chrioch, as will be confirmed particularly in the Progreſs 
of this Hiſtory. 

In the Reign of Cormack mac Airt, a Deſcendent 
from the Poſterity of Heremon, called Deiſig (in Eu- 
gliſh Deſie) the O Faolains, the Kings of Deſie came 
into Munſter, and got Poſſeſſion of a great Part of the 
Country; and in the Reign of Oilioll Olum, King of 
Munſter, the learned Cairbre Muſt, a Gentleman of the 
Line of Heremon, preſented a moſt ingenious Poem in /r;/þ 
to Oilioll Olum, wherein he celebrated the Valour, the Ge- 
neroſity, the Magnificence and Grandeur of his Royal 
Patron, who ſo graciouſly accepted the Performance, 
that as a Reward, he beſtowed upon him the two Urm- 
humhain (in Enghſh the two Ormonds) but known then 
by the Name of Muaſcruidbe, ſo called from Cairbre Muſe do rug eg: 
before mentioned. Theſe Counties contained all the * — 
Canthrd from Bealach more in Oſſery to Carrignaſuire, o — 
now ſtiled Carrig. Theſe were the Lands confer'd von en o- 
upon this excellent Poet, and not the Muſcruidhe in * 
the County of Cork; but they continued but a ſhort 
Time in the Poſſeſſion of his Iſſue, for his Family was 
ſoon extinct. 

It was not long after this, that ſome of the Poſterity 
of Heber Fionn, deſcended from Cormat Gatleangadh, re- 
moved out of Munſter, and ſettled themſelves and their 
Families in very large Eſtates in Conacht and Leinſter- 
the Lands which they obtained were called Gailean- 
gadh and Luigne; and from the Deſcendents of this 
Cormac Gatleangadh the noble Families of O Hara (in 
Iriſh O Headhra) and of O Gara (in Iriſh O Gara) are 
derived. So that it appears by what means theſe ſeve- 
ral Families got Pofleſhon of large Tracts of Land in 
the Iſland, and that they did not receive their Eſtates 
from the Donation of Heber and Heremon, when they 
laid out the Diviſion. of the Country. And this Ac- 
count is Reaſon ſufficient for us to believe, that Heber 
| * and 
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and Heremon did not, after their Conqueſt of Ireland, 
attempt to ſhare the Country between them in the Man- 
ner we have obſerved before; becauſe we find that He- 
remon built his Palace within the Tertitories of Heber 
Finn (called Rath Beothach, and ſituated at Airgiodrofs 
in the Province of Leinſter) which is impoſſible to 
fuppoſe; but the laſt Diviſion has the beſt Authority 
to ſupport it, which aſſerts that Heremon was fled 
of the Province of Leinſter, where he erected his Roy- 
al Seat and kept his Court. : 

dar car The Mzeſians brought over with them in the [r:/b 

wh le Aa. Expedition a very skilful Muſician, and an eminent 

3 Poet; the Name of the Poet was Gir mac Cis, and the 

tle 7 fed Muſician was called O Vaoi: Theſe two Perſons being 

ward very excellent in their Profeſſion, there was ſome Con- 
teſt between Heber and Heremon about them; for they 
wete both delighted with their Company, and reſolved 
if poſſible to detain them: But they agreed at length 
to decide the Diſpute by Lots, and determine to whom 
they ſhould belong; by this means the Muſician fell 
to Heber, and the Poet was to attend upon Heremon ; 
from this Controverſy (as the Chronicles inform us) 
aroſe that laudable Cuſtom among the /;/h, to ſhew 
great Honour and Munificence to their Poets, Hi- 
ſtorians, Philoſophers and Men of Learning; and the 
Muſician being to attend upon Heber in the Southern 
Part of the Country, that Diviſion of the Iſland is ob- 
ſerved to be more l delighted with Mu/ick, as 
an old Poet remarks in this manner. 


The learned Princes Heber and Heremon 
Contended which ſhould, with the Poets Art, 
And the Muſician's Skill, be entertained. 
They caſt the Lots ; the Northern Prince injoyed 
The pleaſing Charms of Poetry ; and Heber 
With Mufick firſt his Southern Subjects bleſs. 
From hence the generous Iriſh with Rewards, 
Did bountifully crown the Poets Skill, 
And Muſick flouriſhed in the Southern Coaſts. 


dena tes In the Mileſian Invaſion of Ireland there came over 
cue A864 twenty mechanical Perſons of ſeveral Oecupaxions, and 
Fo 3 Number of labouring Men, fit only for ſervile Work, 
an ef. whoſe Buſineſs was to rid the Country by cutting 
down the Woods, and to render it proper for ang 


1 
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and Paſture; accordingly theſe four and twenty Labourers, WWW 


ſoon after their Arrival in the Iſland, laid open twenty four 
large Tracts of Land, which by cultivating became fruitful. 
The Names of theſe Tradeſmen were Adhne, At, Aſul, 
Meidhe, Morba, Meide, Cuibh, Cliu, Ceara, Reir, Slay, 
Leighe, Liffe, Line, Leighean, Trea, Dula, Adhar, 
Aire, Deiſi, Deala, Fea, Femhean and Seara; and the 
Plains that were ridded at that time are literally known 
by the ſame Names to this Day. 

The Princeſs Tea, the Daughter of Lughaidh, the 
Son of [th, and the Wife of Heremon the Son of Mi— 
leſius, gave Orders for erecting a Royal Palace for her 
ſelf in Liatrym, which Seat is now called Tcambair from 
this Lady, who was the Foundreſs of it; for Mus fig- 
nifies a Seat or a Palace, and Tea, being the proper 
Name of that Princeſs, by joining the Words, they 
ſound Teamhuir, and by another Termination in Ii 
they are pronounced Teambarr; but in Conſtruction 
they are the ſame, for they both ſignifie the Royal Sear 


or Palace of Tea. 


The two principal Gadelians, Heber and Heremon, do bi eizen 
adminiſtred the Government together with great Aﬀec- {cc 
tion and Unanimity for the Space of a Year, and bor eas 


then an unfortunate Difference aroſe, attended with b. 


very fatal Conſequences. The Occaſion of the Diſpute 
was the Poſſeſſion of three of the moſt fruitful //a/leys 
in the whole Iſland; their Names were Druim Claſach 
in the Territory of Maine, Druim Beathach in Maon- 
' muighe, and Drum Finghin in Munſter: Tyo of theſe 
Valleys lay in the Diviſion of Heber Fioun, and he re- 
ceived the Profits of them ; but his Wife being a Wo- 
man of. great Pride and Ambition, envied the Wife of 
Heremon the Enjoyment of one of theſe delightful 
Valleys, and therefore ſhe perſuaded her Huſband to 
demand the Valley of Heremon, and upon a Refuſal to 
get Poſſeſſion of it by the Sword; for the paſſionately 
vowed; {he would never be ſatisfied till fhe was called 
the Queen of the three molt fruitful Valleys in the 
Iſland. The Wife of Heber, a Lady of a maſculine 
Spirit, prevailed upon her Huſband to inſiſt upon his 
Title, and to defend his Right: And this Reſolution 
occaſioned a War between the two Princes, who, 'by 
Conſent, led their whole Forces to the Plains of Ge:- 
ſiol in Leinſter, where a deſperate Battel was fought, in 


Which the eldeſt Brother Heber Hionn, and three of his 
G g chief 
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T chief commanding Officers Suirge, Sobhairce and Goi/- 


6 1 ebene. Jean were (lain. The Death of theſe brave Gadehans, 
ame. we perceive, was wholly owing to the Pride of this 
Woman, who, to quicken her Huſband in this unjuſt 
Undertaking, ſwore ſhe would not ſleep a Night more 
in the Iſland, till ſhe had accompliſhed her Purpoſe. 
This Tranſaction ſtands thus upon Record in the Verſes 


of an old Poet. 
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The Royal Princes, Heber and Heremon, 

With mutual Conſent, and kind Affection, 

The Iſle divided, and they reigned in Peace; 

Till the Ambition of a Woman's Heart, 

The Wife of Heber urged them on to War ; 

By Pride oercome, ſhe thirſted to injoy, 
cohnas And to be called the Queen of the three Vales, 
th ag ny * The moſt delightful Lands in all the Ie; 

1 N. ſ She vowed, and raging paſſionately ſwore 

F That ſhe would never ſleep on Iriſh Ground, 
Till ſbe was Miſtreſs of theſe fruitful Plains. 
A Battel followed on Geiſiol's fatal Field, 
Where Heber Fionn fell a Sacrifice - 
To the Ambition of a haughty Wife. 
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This Relation is confirmed by the concurring Teſti- 
mony of the learned Tanuidhe o Conaire, who has theſe 


Lines: 


Three of the fruitful Valleys of the 1/le 

Druim Finghin, Druim Claſach, and Druim Beathach 
Occaſioned the fierce Battel of Geiſiol, 
Where valiant Heber fell. 


4. . 2738 JHeremon, (after this Victory over his Brother, the 
—_ unfortunate Heber) ſucceeded in the whole Government, 
do Haha and reigned ſole Monarch of the Kingdom of Treland for 
mea the Space of fourteen Years. There is ſome Difference 
in the ancient Records concerning the Death of Prince 
Heber; for ſome of our Antiquaries aſſert that he was 


Nain in the Battel of Argiod Roſs, as theſe Verſes inti- 
mate. | 55 


Heremon was Monarch of the Iſle 
Full fourteen Tears after the bloody Fight 
Of Airgiod Roſs, where Heber /oft his Life. 


But 
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But this Opinion is contradicted by ſome Authors of WYW 
great Fidelity, who, with good Authority, deny that 
Heber was (lain at the Battel of Argiod Ro/s, and juſtly 
place his Death at the Fight of Geil, before menti- 
oned. In the Reign of King Heremon the deſperate 
Batrel of Gul Carcer was foughr, where Caicer, one of 
the principal Officers of Heber Fionn, was (lain by Amer- 
gin the Son of Mileſius. This Action happened about 
a Vear after the Death of Heber, and in the following 
Year after the Fight of Caicer, Amergin, the Son of 
Mozlefius, was killed by his Brother Heremon in the Bat- 
tel of Bile Teiniodb at Cuil Breagh. 

In the ſame Year the nine Rivers of Eile broke out, „nn 
and the three Streams of Ja Molliolo in Ireland began to va ele 
flow: In the third Year following Mantan, and Fulman, two“ 
of the principal Officers of Heber Foun, were ſlain by 
Heremon in the Battel of Breaghum in Freamharn. 

During the Monarchy of Heremon over the whole 1:45 
Ifland, the nine following Lakes diſcovered themſelves ;r6 epi. 
Loch Cime on Magh Hreing, Loch Buadhaice, Loch Bagha, 

Loch Rem, Loch Fionnmhaighe, Loch Greme, Loch Riach, 

which ſpreadits Waters over all the Plain of Magh Ma- 
oin, Loch da chiodh in Leinſter, and Loch Laozgh in Ulſter. 
Four Years afterwards the Gadelian Commanders, En, 
Un, and Eadan, were {lain by Heremon in the Fight of 
Combraire in Meath, where they were likewiſe buried ; 
in the ſame Year three Rivers broke out in Conacht, 
which were all known by the Name of Succa. 

Some of the Iriſh Hiſtorians aſſert, that after Here- Aci guc- 
mon had obtained the Victory over Heber Hionn, he di- ea ageonef + 

vided the Iſland into five Provinces among ſome of his 
commanding Officers. The Province of Leinſter he 
gave to Criombthan Scathbheil of the Dombnonchuibh, a 
Gentleman of great Worth, and deſcended from the 
ancient Firbolgs. He beſtowed the two Provinces of Mun- 
fer upon Er, Orbha, Fearon and Feargna, who were the 
Sons of Heber Fionn his Brother. The Province of 
 Conacht he conferred upon Un, the Son of Vige and 
Eadane, two noted Generals, who came along with him 
out of Hain; and the Province of Uſſter he ſettled upon 
his other Brother's Son, whoſe Name was Heber or 
Eimber, the Son of Ir, the Son of Mileſius, King of 
Spam. | 
ps the Beginning of the Reign of this [r;/þ Mo- ccf na 
narch, the P:#s, * reſided in Thrace, left their own . 59 
Country © 
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Country, and landed with a numerous Army upon the 
Coaſts of Ireland. The Reaſon why they quitted 
their Country is thus related by Cormac mac Cullenan 
in his Pſalter of Caſhel, Policornus was King of Thrace 
at that Time, and being an effeminate Prince, he re- 
ſolved to ſeize by Violence upon à beautiful young 
Lady, the Daughter of Grd, Generaliſſimo over 
the Pits, and to keep her as a Concubine. This De- 
ſign was ſeaſonably diſcovered to Gud, who, by the 
Aſſiſtance of his faithful Piss (who were then in Pay 
under the Crown of Thrace) found means to deſtroy 
Policornns, whom they flew, and then fled the Country, 
They marched thro' the Dominions of ſeveral Princes, 
till they came into France, where they were kindly re- 
ceived, and admitted into Pay by the French King, 
who aſſigned them a Tract of Land for their Support, 
where they built a City, and properly gave it the 
Name of Pidlauium, now called Poicliers. When Gud, 
the Commander of the Ps, had related to the King 
of France the Occaſion of his leaving Thrace, and that his 
Deſign was to ſecure the Honour of his Daughter ; that 
Prince alſo reſolved to debauch her himſelf, and made ſome 
Attempts to force her out of her Father's Hands, who 
ſo ſoon as he perceived his Intentions, ſummon'd his 
People together, and by Stratagem ſeized upon the 
French Shipping, weighed Anchor, and ſtood out to 
Sea; they came upon the Coaſts of Ireland, and landed 


bay mgewe at [abher Slamge; but the young Lady unfortunately 


uld an fo. 
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ſickned and died in the Voyage. 

The venerable Bede, in the firſt Chapter of his Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Hiſtory of England, agrees with this Account, 
with this Difference only, that he ſays that theſe wan- 
dring Pidis landed in the Northern Part of the Iſland; 
his Words are theſe, Contigit gentem Pictonum de Scysbid, 
ut perhibent, longis aavibus num multis, Oceanum ingreſſam, 
circumagente flatu Ventorum fines omnes Britammæ, Hiber- 
mam perveniſſe, ejuſque ſeptentrionales oras intraſſèe, atque 
moenta ibi Gente Scotorum, ſibi quoqut in partibus hs ' 
petiiſſe locum, nec impetraſſe potuiſſe. It happenvd (us 
Fame goes) that a Nation of the Picts from Scythia, es- 
ting to Sea in a few long Ships, after they had by the vary- 
mg of the Wind, failed round the Coaſts of Britain, cume 
at laſt into Ireland, and landed in the Northern Part of 


the 1/land ; there they foundthe Nation of the Scots, among 
| | 2 "Whom 
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whom they deſired a Settlement, but their Requeſt was de 
ned, But one Circumſtance of this Relation is. a Mi- 
ſtake, for they did not land in the North of [reland, 
but they came on Shore in the Harbour of Ver, as 
it is now called. 5 | 
At that time Cr1mbthan Sciathbheil was Governor e 

Leinſter by Commiſſion from Heremon, who, as ſoon piegr ar- 
as theſe People arrived, received them hoſpitably, and ag er 
entred into a ſtrict Alliance with Cu and Cathlyuan his 
Son, who were the Commanders of the Pidis, becauſe he 
wanted their Aſſiſtanee againſt ſome miſchievous Bi- 
tains (called Tuatha Fiodhga) who ſpoiled, and made 
great Depredations on both ſides the River Hainge; 
and, to terrify the Mileſian Soldiery, they violated the 
Law of Nations, by poiſoning the Heads of their Ar- 
rows and their other Weapons, which had that Effect 

as to make the leaſt Wound mortal or incurable. Gi 
omhthan relating this ſavage Practice of the Biutaius to 
his new Aſſociates, they told them there was a very 
eminent Druid, who came over with them, that by 
his Skill in Phyſick knew how to prepare an Anti- 
dote againſt the Poiſon, and hinder its Operation, 
The Name of this Druid was 7r9/dane, who, when he 
was applied to by the Mileſian General, confeſſed that the 
underſtood a Method which would deſtroy the barbarous 
Deſigns of the Britains, and expell the venomous Qua- 
lity of their Weapons: Accordingly he adviſed him 
to procure an hundred and fifty white-faced Cows, 
and when he had digged a Pit near the Place where 
he uſually fought with the Britains, to empty their 
Milk into the Hole, and when any of his Soldiers were 
wounded by the Enemy, they ſhould immediately go . 
into the Pit, and bath themſelves in the Milk, which * 
would prove a ſovereign Antidote againſt the Poiſon, 
and hinder its Effect. Criombthan followed the Advice 
of the Druid, and when he had made the Pit near the 
Field of Battel, and filled it with Milk, according to 
the Directions, he drew up his Forces againſt the Bir- 
zains, and a moſt deſperate Fight followed (called the 


Battel of Cath Arda Leambuachia) and the Mileſiaus xugas tat 4 
obtained a complete Victory ; for when any pen £4 
the Gadelian Souldiery perceived themſelves wound- . N. 
ed, they immediately removed to this Bath of 5 1 
Milk, where they waſhed, and became perfectly cured. þ 


This Defeat of the Britains (who were called Tuatha 
Hh Hodhga) 
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WYV Fndbga) is tranſmitted to Poſterity by a very ancient 
Poet of good Authority in theſe Lines : 


The wanaring Pits, after a redious Voyage 
Around the Britiſh Coaſts, at length arrive 
Upon the Iriſh Shore ; where the Gadelians 

Mere fighting with the Britains fierce and cruel, 
IWho with envenom'd Arrows certain Death 
Diſpensd, and many a brave Mileſian 
Languiſbed with Wounds incurable, till relieved 
By a prevailing Antidote, preſcrived 

By the wiſe Troſdan of the Pictiſ Race. 

This learned Druid exquiſitely Skill d 

In Poiſon, did expell the ſubtile Venom 

By a warm Bath of Milk, which from the Dugs 
Of an hunured and fifty bald faced-Cows diſtilled ; 
The Soldiers here ſoftned their rankling Wounds, 
And waſhed, and to the Fight returned unhurt. 
Thus were the Britains routed in the Field, 

And all their barbarous Art defeated. 


dei an 2d After this Victory over the Biitams, Gud and his Son 
öde do ka- (Ahluan, Who were the Leaders of the Pidis, formed a 
54 gud ee- Conſpiracy, and reſolved to poſſeſs themſelves of the 
«uy 4 Government of Leſter, and there to ſettle with their 
9 Followers. This Deſign was timely diſcover'd to Here- 
mon the King of [reland, who immediately raiſed an 

Army to ſuppreſs theſe Foreigners, and drive them out 

of the Country. But before they came to engage, the 

Picls, unable to reſiſt the Mileſian Troops, with great 
Humility and Submiſſion ſurrendred hembives up to the 

Mercy of the King, who with great Generoſity pardoh- 

ed them, and withdrew his Forces: But gave them no- 

tice withal, that there was a Country lying Eaſt and by the 

North of Ireland, where they might tranſport them- 

; ſelves, and obtain a Settlement. The Pidis immedi- 

ately came to a Reſolution to leave the Iſland, but firſt 

defired ſome of the Mileſian Women to go along with 

them, upon whoſe Iflue they ſolemnly | "ib that the 
Government of the Country (if ever it came into their 

Hands) ſhould devolve, and continue for ever in their 
Family. Upon theſe Aſſurances Heremon complied, 

and delivered to them three Women of Quality, who 

were Widows; they were the Relics of Breas, Buas, 


and Buaighne; one of whom Cathluan, the chief Com- 
* mander 
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mander of the Pidis, took to himſelf. They inimedi- WY V 
ately ſet fail, and arrived at Crurhantnath now called 
Scotland, where Cathluan, the Pidliſß General, ob- dee ms ir 
tained the Sovereignty of the Country, and was „ 
firſt Monarch of the Picliſh Line; and of this Family, an ban. 
after the Demiſe of this Prince, there were ſeventy ſuc- 
ceſhve Kings in Scotland, as is obſerved in the following 
Verſes extracted from the Pſalter of Caſbel, out of a 


Poem that begins thus, Ealach Alban Vile. 


The Pits, unable to withſtand the Pour 

Of the Mileſian Troops, a Truce implore; 
And willing to be gone, their Anchors weigh'd, 
And boldly the Albanian Coaſts invade ; 

here ſeventy Monarchs of the Pi&tiſh Race 
IWith great Exploits the Scotiſh Annals grace: 
'Twas Cathluan began the Royal Line, 

Which ended in the Hero Conſtantine. 


The learned Jaſdan, who, by his Art, aſſiſted the 
Gadelians in ſubduing the Britains, and five more of 
principal Note among the Piss, did not follow the 
Fortune of Cathluan in the Scorz/þ Expedition; their 
Names were Olean, Ulpra, Neachtam, = and Exeas ; 
and theſe fix that remained in Vreland had Eſtates 
aſſigned them for their Support in Breagmhuigh in 
Meath. * 

Heremon, the King of lreland, after a Reign of rug exea- 
fourteen Years, died at Aigiod Roſs in Rath Beothaicc —— 
near Froir, and there he was buried; and in the ſame. 
Year the River called Eubne broke out, and began to 
flow between Dail na Ruidhe and Dailriada. 

The Chronicles of Ireland give an Account that 
Heremon ſent away a great Number of the Poſterity of 
Breogian, that is, the Brigantes, and of the Tuatha de 
Danaus along with the Pi#s in their Invaſion of Scoz- 
land; and from theſe Deſcendents of Breogan were the 
Brigantes derived, who afterwards poſſeſſed themſelves 
of very large Settlements in England: Such of this Family 
(called in Iriſh Clanna Breogam) as ſurvived the Battel 
of Tailteann, ſeparated, and ſome of them followed 
Heber Fionn into Munſter, others attended upon Here- 
mon into Conacht and Leinſter, and Part of them went 
into Ulſter with Heber the Son of Ir. Theſe Brigames, 
ſome Time afterwards underſtanding that the Picis ao 

| | | their 


7 
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SV their Relations that followed them had been ſucceſsful 

in the Scor;/h Invaſion, and had wreſted the Govern- 

ment out of the Hands of the former Inhabitants, a 

Number of them animated with this Succeſs, reſolved 

to tranſport themſelves thither, and obtain a Settle- 

ment in the Country; thither therefore they came, and 

had Lands and Eſtates beſtowed upon them for their 

Maintenance. But in Proceſs of Time, they with the 

Pitts were driven out of the Country by the prevailing 

Power of the Dalriada, and afterwards by Fergus the 

Great, as will be particularly mentioned in the farther 

Progreſs of this Hiſtory. Some of the h Chronicles 

aſſert, that the Poſterity of Breogzan (afrerwards called 

the Brigantes) came into {reland, Albion, and Brian, 

as they fled out of Hain, to avoid the cruel Tyranny of 

the Goths and the Incurſions of other hoſtile Nations, 

who miſerably ravaged that Country after the Sons of 

MAileſius had left it; fo that we have Reaſon to conjec- 

ture, that the Brigantes of England removed thither 

from Ireland, Albion, and Spain, when they fixed them- 

ſelves in ſome of the Counties of that Kingdom. 

A. M 2752 Upon the Deceaſe of Heremon, King of Ireland, the 

Trian mac Crown devolved upon his three Sons, Muimbne, Luighne 
ire anom. 0 . i 3 

and Laighne; theſe Princes reigned jointly and peacea- 

bly for the Space of three Years; at which Time Maimhue 

died at Magh Guachain, and the remaining Brothers 

Luigbne and Laighne were ſlain by the Sons of Hebes 

Fionn at the Battel of Ard Ladbran. 

4. 4. 2759. The Succeſſion then came into the Hands of Ex, 

Orbha, Fearon and Feargua, the four Sons of Heber 

Fronn, who governed the Kingdom together for one 


Year, and were {lain in an Engagement by [rial the Son 
of Heremon. 


4. M. 2356. They were ſuccceded by Bal, Son. of Heremon, who 
was a learned Prince, and could foretell Things to 
come: The Reaſon of his entring into War with the 
Sons of Heber Hionn was, becauſe they had baſely taken 
away the Lives of two of his elder Brothers, who died 

ugs &eg- Without Iſſue, ſo that the Crown came by Succeſſion 

Eng lone to him, and he governed the Kingdom ten Years. 

one During the Reign of this Monarch, a great Part of 
this Country was laid open, and freed from Woods; par- 
ticularly the following Places were cleared, and made 
fit for Tillage and Paſture: Their Names were Magh 
Reidchiodh now called Lex Magh Neilm in Leinſter, Magh 


* Comair, 


Comair, Magh Feile in Jobh Neill, Magb Hanuis in C- \S WV 
nacht, Magh Minis in Ulſter, Magh Midbe, Magh Luigne in 
Conacht, Magh Teachta in Jobh mac Lais, Magh Fearumu- 
zobne at Oirgialladbh, Magh Cobha at Jobh Beathach, Magh 
Cumaoi at fFobh New, Magh Cuille Feadha, Magh Riad, 
Magh Nairbhruch at Fotharthuathaibh Awrbhrioch in Lein- 
ſter. This Prince adorned his Country with ſeven Royal 
Palaces, where he kept his Court; they were called Rath 
Crombaoith at Neambum, Rath Comcheada at Seimbae, 
Rath Mothumg at Deag Carbad, Rath Buirioch at Sleach- 
taihb, Rath Luachat at Glas Carn, Rath Croicne at Magh 
uis, and Rath Boachoill at Latharna. 

The Year after theſe Seats were erected, the three 
Rivers, called the three Finns in Uler, broke out and 
began to flow. The following Year this Prince won four 
remarkable Victories over his Enemies; the firſt was at 
the Batrel of Ard Inmath at Teabtha, where Hirne, the 
Son of Dmuibh, Son of Famboir was ſlain; the ſecond 
was at the Battel of Teaumbuigbe, which he fought 
againſt a ſort of Pyrates, called Fombharaig, and ſſew dong eatas 
Eichighe the Leader of them; the third was at the Bat- o 
tel of Loch muighe, where Lugrot, the Son of Mogh - 
feibbis, was ſlain; and the fourth was at the Battel of 
Cuill Martho, where he overcame the four Sons of 
Heber. The ſecond Year after this Victory [r:al died, 
at a Place called Magh Muagh, where he was buried. 
Theſe Battels are recorded by an old Poet in theſe 
Verſes. | 


Irial, the youngeſt of the Royal Line, 

Was King of Sliabh Mis, and King of Macha : 
Succeſs attended him, whenee'r he fought, 
And in four Battels he was crowned with Victory. 


Eithrial, the Son of Irial, Son of Heremon, ſucceeded 4 M 4766. 
in the Government, and reigned twenty Years as Monarch 
of the whole Kingdom: This Prince was diſtinguiſhed eo SgN er- 
for his excellent Learning, for he wrote with his own 888 
Hand the Hiſtory and Travels of the Gadehans; nor was gaowit re- 
he leſs remarkable for his Valour and military Accom- nam fei. 
pliſhments. In his Reign, ſeven Plains or Woods that 
cover'd a great Tra& of Land, were cut down; they 
were called Tean mhagh in Conacht, Magh Liogat, 
Magh Bealaig at Jobh Turtaire, Magh Geiſile at Jobh 
Failge, Magh Ochtarr in Leinſter, Loch mhagh in Rm, 
F T1 | an 


Ma 
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and Magh Rath at Jobb Eachach. After this long 
Reign of twenty Years this Prince was killed by Con- 
maol, the Son of Heber Fionn at the Battle of Sozrrean 

in Leinſter. 
Coamaol, the Son of Heber, Fionn by this Victory ob- 
tained the Crown, and governed the Kingdom of /re- 
; land thirty Years, and was the firſt abſolute Monarch 
833 of Ireland of the Hiberian Line: He was continually 
lan ei engaged in Wars with the. Family of Heremon, and 
N e fought five and twenty pitched Battels againſt them, 
and came off with Victory in every one; the Names of 
nine of them were as follow, the Battel of Ucha, the 
Battel of Cuucha, the Battel of Miabh Beatha, the Bat- 
tel of Geiſille, where Palap, the Son of Heremon, was 
ſlain, the Battel of Mudhwmyrn, where Sambro, the Son 
of Jonbhotha was killed, the Battel of Lochlein, where 
Magrot was ſlain, the Battel of Beine, the Battel of 
Aonagh Macha, where Conmaol this valiant Prince loſt 
his Life by the Hands of Heber, the Son of Tighermhas, 
of the Line of Heremon. After the Battel he was bu- 
ried upon the South fide of Honach Macha, in a Place 
called Feart Chonmabil, which ſignifies the Grave of 
Conmaol, for the [r:/h Word Feart in the Enghſh ſignifies 

a Grave. 

4. 21. 2816. Tighermas, the Son of Follai, Son of Eithriall, Son 
of the learned Dial the Prophet, the Son of Here- 
leaf ccata non, ſucceeded and reigned fifty Years; he was conti- 
ax opting nually alarmed with the Pretenſions of the Family of 
Jar dn Heber Foun; but he engaged them in twenty ſeven Bat- 
rf e tels, and had always the Victory. The Names of theſe 
Js ſeveral Actions ſtand thus upon Record; the Battel of 
Hille, where Rochorb, the Son of Gullain, was lain, 
the Battel of Comair, the Battel of Mazghe Teacht, the 
Bartel of Loch Mozze, where Derghiarno, the Son of 
Coill, Son of Gullain was killed, the Battel of Cuillard 
at Mozghines, the Battel of Cuill Fraochain, the Battel of 
Atguirt in Seimbne, the Battel of Ard Niadh in Conacht, 
the Battel of Carn Fearradhozg where Fearradhach the 
Son of Rochuirb, Son of Gullain was ſlain, the Battel of 
(luain Ciuis in Teabhtha, the Battel of Combauidhe at 
Tuath Eibbe, the Battel of Cluam Muireag in the North 
of Breiſue, the Battel of Gull Fabhair at Earbus ; the 
ſeven Battels at Luglocht, by Loch Lughach, the two 
Battels of Cuill at Airgiod Roſs, and the Battel of Rezbb, 


81 where 


A. M. 2786, 
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where moſt of the Poſterity of Heber Honn were deſttoy / 
ed by the Forces of Tighermhas. 


The following Year nine Streams broke out of the es ber u 


Earth and began to flow; their Names were Loch Cea, 2 leaf a 
which covered the Plain of Magb Falchuir, Loch Nual- 3 pH 
line in Conacht, Loch Maruin, Loch Nuair, Loch Saiglean, 

Loch Gabhair in Meath and Breagmhaigh, Loch Feah- 

huil at Tir Hogain, which drowned the whole Tra& of 

Land called Feahhuil Mac Lodum and Magh Fuinſighe, 

by which Names the Country it overflowed was called ; 

Dubh Loch at Ard Ganachta and Loch Dabhuil in Oirg:- 

alladh., About this Time the three black Rivers in 
Ireland diſcovered themſelves, Tubus, Torrum and Cal- 

lum. 

The firſt golden Mine in this Country was found out in gag ind 
the Reign of this Prince; it was diſcovered near Liffee, nec on an 
by a Perſon called Juchadhan, who had the Manage- e 
ment of the Ore, and was very curious in the working of 
Metals. In his Time likewiſe the Colours of Blue and 
Green were invented, and the People began to be more 
polite in their Habits, and ſet off their Dreſs with va- 
rious Ornaments. This Prince eſtabliſh'd a Law thro? 
his whole Dominions, that the Quality of every Per- 
fon ſhould be known by his Garb; and for a Diſtinction 
he enacted, that the Cloaths of a Slave ſhould be of 
one Colour, the Habit of a Soldier he allowed to be of 
two Colours, he permitted three Colours to the Dreſs 
of a commanding Officer; the Apparel of Gentlemen, 
who kept hoſpitable Tables for the Entertainment of 
Strangers, was to conſiſt of four Colours; five Colours 
were allowed to the Nobility of the Country; the 
Kings and Queens and the Royal Family were confined 
to ſix Colours, and the Chronologers and Perſons of 
eminent Learning were indulged the ſame Number. 

This Prince died at Magh Sleachta, and three Parts of 
his Subjects, by theJudgment of Heaven, periſhed with him 
the ſame Night; it was upon the Eve of the Feſtival of 
All Saints,” and he was ſtruck as he was worſhiping his 
Idol Crom cruadh, the fame God that Zoroaſter adored 
in Greece. The Iriſb Antiquaries agree, that Tighermbas g gern 
was the firſt that introduced Idolatry, and erected Pa- cead dune 
gan Altars in the Iſland, and began to eſtabliſh his . 
Religion about an hundred Years after the Mileſians pallra an 
arrived in the Country. From the Adoration paid to ©" 


this Idol, and the kneelrng Poſture of thoſe who worſhiped 
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it, the Field in Breiſne, now in the County of Labain, 
was called Magh Hleachta. After the Deceaſe of this 
Prince, ſome of our Authors are of Opinion that 
there was an Interregnum, and the Country was without 
a King for the Space of ſeven Years, and then they 
place upon the Throne of [reland Eochaidb Faobharglas, 
the Son of Conmaol; but this is a Miſtake, and is con- 
tradicted by the Regal Table of the Iriſh Monarchs, 
which particularly mentions that the Succeſſor of Tig- 
hermhas was Eochaidh Eadgothach, a Deſcendent of Lug- 
haidh the Son of 1th; and this Account has Authority 
ſufficient for us to follow. 
4. M. 28660 Hochaidh Eadgothach, the Son of Daire, Son of Con- 
ghal, Son of Eadamhbuin, Son of Mail, Son of Lugbaidh, 
Son of lib, Son of Breogan, ſucceeded Tighermhas 
in the Throne of Vreland; his Reign continued four 
Years, and then he was ſlain by Cearmna of the Line of 
I., Son of Mileſius. | 
Cearmna and Sobharrce, two Brothers, and the Sons 
of Eibhric, Son of Eibber or Heber, Son of Ir, Son of Mileſius, 
ſucceeded and reigned joint Monarchs of Treland forty 
C7, Years. Theſe were the firſt Ii Princes, who came out of 
dead Niog Ulſter, and were of the Line of Ir. They agreed to 
le? divide the Kingdom between them into two Parts; and 
the Boundary between each Diviſion extended from 
[nbher Colpa, now called Drocheda to Limerick in Mun- 
fter. The North Part of the Country was poſleſſed 
by Hobhairce, who erected a magnificent Palace in his 
own Share, and called it Dunn Sobhazrce. His Brother 
Cearmna was a Prince of the Southern Diviſion, in 
which he likewiſe built a Royal Seat where he kept 
his Court, and gave it the Name of Dunn Cearmna ; 
it is now called Dunn Patrick, and is ſituated in Cour- 
cies Country. Sobharrce was killed by Eochaiab Mean, 
and Cearmna was {lain in the Battel of Dunn Cearmna 
by Eochaidh Faobharglas, a Prince of the Family of He- 
ber Finn. : 
4+ % 291% FEochaidh Faobharglas, Son of Conmaol, Son of Heber 
Cochaice Fim, Son of Milęſius, obtained the Crown, and fat 
Fro,” upon the J7iſh Throne twenty Years. He was diſtin- 
zlyre 70 puiſhed by the Name of Eochaidb Faobharglas, becauſe 
Sen. the two Javelins he uſed in the Wars were green and 
Jſharp-edged, and he wore a Sword of the ſame Colour; 
for the Word Glas ſignifies green, and Faobhar ſignifies 
ſharp-edged, and theſe two Epithets being joined ſound 
| | ; Faobharglas. 


A. M. 2870, 
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Faokharglas. This Prince was the firſt of the Miefian WW 


Kings, that by his Arms reduced a Part of Alhain or 
Scotland to become tributary to the Crown of Ireland; 
for the Picts, who ſettled themſelves in that Country, 
notwithſtanding they bound themſelves with ſolemn 
Oaths to Pay Homage to the King of Jreland, broke 
out into frequent Rebellions ſince the Time of Here- 
mon, and gave great Diſturbance to the /;/þ Government. 
This Prince was annoyed by the Poſterity of Heremon, 
againſt whom he fought the following Battels, and 
came off with Succeſs ; the Battel of Luachair Deaghadh 
in De/mond, the Battel of Fo/urghe da Ghort, the Battel 
at the meeting of the three Streams, the Battel of 
Tuam Dreogan at Breffne, and the Battel of Drom Lia- 
thain. He laid open the Country by cutting down 
ſeven great Woods which were known by the Names of 
Magh Smearthum in Ive Failge, Magh Laoigbion, Magh 
Luirg in Conacht, Magh Leambua, Magh Mana, 
Magh Fubna, and Magh da Ghabhol at Orrgialladh, Ho- 
chaidh was at length killed by Fiachadh Labhrume, who 
was a deſcendent from Heremon at the Battel of Cor- 
man. 


* 


Fiachadh Labbrnine, the Son of Smiorgoill, the Son of 4, c , 930; 


Eanbothadb, Son of Tighernmas, Son of Follain, Son of. 


Eithrial, Son of Irialfaidh, Son of Heremon, ſucceeded guy wthuas 
and reigned MonarCh of Jreland twenty four Years, tho' oP, x . 
ſome of our Antiquaries aſſert that he reigned ſeven na hatba- 


and twenty Years: The Reaſon why he was diſtin-"* 


guiſhed by the Name of Frachadb Labbrume, was be- 
cauſe in the Time of this Prince the Stream of Iubher 
Labhrume began to flow. There broke out likewiſe un- 
der his Government, the Rivers Iubher Fleiſge and [nbber 
Maige, as did the Lake called Loch Eine, which overflowed 
a great Tract of Land that was known by the Name 
of Magh Geanumn. = 

This Iriſh Monarch had a Son called Aongus Ollbhua- 
gach, who was a Prince of great Courage and ſingular 
Conduct, and engaged the Scorz/h pa 
Brains that inhabited that Country, and defeated them 
in every Action. The Effect of his Victories was an 
intire Conqueſt of the Country, and a Reduction of 


that warlike People the Scots, as well as the Picts, to pay | 


Homage to the Crown of Ireland; for tho' the Pi#s had 


from the time of Heremon been Tributaries to the 
Iriſh for the Space of two hundred and thirty Years 
9 K k 2 after 
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Vatter the Mileſiaus firſt poſſeſſed themſelves of the Iſland, 


yet the Scors never owned themſelves under Subjection 
till they were conquered by Aongus Olbhuadhach, who 
compelled the whole Kingdom of Scotlaud to Obedi- 
ence, and forced the Inhabitants to pay an yearly Tri- 
bute. | 
Fiachadb Labhruine, the King of [reland, engaged the 
Family of Heber Fionn in four Battels; they were called 
the Battel of Fainge, the Battel of Galluig, the Battel of 
Claire, and the Battel of Bealgadain, in which Action he 
fell by the Hands of Eochaidb Mumho, the Son of Mo- 
eibhis. 
A. M. . Zochaidhb Mumho, the Son of Maſeibhis, Son of E9- 
chaidh Faobharglas, Son of Conmaol, Son of Heber Fionn, 
Son of Mileſius, ſat next upon the /77/þ Throne: His * 
continued two and twenty Years, and he was lain by 
Aongns Ollmuchach at the Battel of Chach. 
A. M 29759, Aongus Ollmuchach ſucceeded: This King was the 
Son of Fiachadh Labhrume, Son of Hmiorgoil, Son 
of Irialfaidh, Son of Heremon, Son of Mileſius; he 
reigned cighteen Years, tho' ſome Antiquaries aſſert 
that he governed one and twenty Years: The Reaſon 
why he was called Ollmucach, was becauſe he was fa- 
mous for having a Breed of Swime of a much larger 
Size than any in Ireland; for the Iriſh Words Ol! and 
Aongur Muca ſignifie great Swine, which gave Occaſion to 
— his Name of Olmucach. He was a valiant and warlike 
i o ret» «Prince and fought the following Battels, the Battel of 
mee g Cleire, the Battel of Shabb Caoilte, where Baiſcion was 
nal an ei lain, the Battel of Maoig ein Sgzath in Conacht, the Bat- 
pins tel of Glai/e Fraochain, where Fraochan Faidh was kill- 
ed; and he fought thirty Battels againſt the Picks, 
the F:rbolgs, and the Inhabitants of the Orcades. | 
In the Reign of this Prince three Lakes began to flow; 
Loch Einbheube Anorrghiallathh, Loch Failcheadain, and 
Loch Gaſam at Muigb Luirg ; and by his Induſtry the fol- 
| lowing Plains were laid open, and cleared of the Wood, 
Magh Glinne Dearcon in Cimeal Conuill, Magh Ninſgiach 
in Leinſter, Magh Cuille Caol in Bogume, Aolmagh at 
Callroigbe, Magh Mucraine in Conacht, Magh Luachradh 
Deaghadh and Magh Archuill in Kerry Luachradh. Aongus 
was at length ſlain by Kana, Son of Neachton, a Perſon 
of Authority in Munſter, tho? I am induced to believe he 
was killed rather by Eana Firtheath in the Battel of Carman, 
becauſe not only the Hiſtories which treat of the Kings 
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of Ireland aſſert the ſame, but the Poems which are f 


great Authority, and begin with theſe Words, Angus 
Ollmuchadh Adbath, are likewiſe an undeniable Evidenc 
of this Opinion. 


Eadna Arrgtheach, the Son of Eochaidb Mumho, Son of 4. M. 2993: 


Modh Feibhis, Son of Eochaidh Faobharglas, Son of Con- 
mhaol, Son of Heber Fionn, Son of Mileſius, ſucceeded, 
and reigned Monarch of Ireland ſeven and twent 

Years: This Prince took care to reward the Courage 
of his Soldiery ; and to incite their Bravery, he order- 
ed a Number of ſilver Shields and Targets to be made, 
which he beſtowed among the moſt valiant and deſerv- 
ing of the Iriſh Militia, without Partiality or Affection, 
and regarded nothing in the Diſtribution but Merit 
and military Experience. He was unfortunately killed 


by Rotheachta, Son of Maoin, Son of Aongus Ollmu— 
chaidh in the Battel of Raighne. 


Rotheachta after him enjoyed the Crown; He was 4. xz. $046: 


the Son of Mao, Son of Apngns Ollmuchaidh, Son of 
Frachaidh Labhrume, Son of Hniorgoill, Son of Eanbo- 
tha, Son of Tighernmas, Son of Follain, Son of Eitb— 
riall, Son of Irialfaidh, Son of Heremon; he governed 


the Kingdom twenty five Years, and was ſlain by Se- 
adbna, Son of Arir:, at Rath Cuachain. 


Seadhna was the next Monarch of [reland: This 4. xc. 304g: 


Prince was the Son of Artri, Son of Eibbric, Son of 
Eibher or Heber, Son of Ir, Son of Mileſius, King of 
Spam; he unhappily fell by the Hands of his own Son, 
when the Dublomgzos, that is, the Pyrates came to Cru- 
achan, after a Reign of five Years. 


Kachadh Fionſvothach, the Son of Seadhaa Son of Ariri, 4. M. zope. 


Son of Eibhric, Son of Heber, Son of Ir, Son of Mileſius, 

ſucceeded, and governed the Kingdom twenty Years. 'The 

Reaſon why he was called Fiachadh Fionuſgothach, was be- 

cauſe in his Reign it was obſerved, that there grew Abun- 

dance of white Flowers, which the Inhabitants ſqueezed | 

into Cups, and uſed the Juice for Drink, which was fugas gaz 

likewiſe very medicinal in many Diſtempers; for the bat «ro. 
Word goth ſignifies a lower, and Fronn ſignifies white which 

being joined, is pronounced Froſgothach. This Prince 


was killed by Mumheamhom, the Son of Cas Co- 
thach. 


Muzitheamboin, obtained the Government: He was 4 u. 3070. 


the Son of Cas Clothach, Son of Firarda, Son of Rothe- 
achta, Son of Roſa, Son of Glas, Son of Nuaghat, 


Son 
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Son of Enchaidh, Faobhar Glas, Son of Conmaol, 
Son of Heber Fionn, Son of Mileſins, King of Spain, 
and reigned five Years. This Prince ordained, that 
the Gentlemen of Vreland ſhould wear a Chain about 
their Necks, as a Badge of their Quality, and to di- 
{tinguiſh them from the Populace: He alſo commanded 
ſeveral Helmets to be made with the Neck and Fore- 
ieces all of Gold; theſe he deſigned as a Reward for 
his Soldiers, and beſtowed them upon the moſt deſerv- 
ing of his Army. He died of the Plague at Magh 
Aidhbue. 
A. M 30759, Alildergoidhꝰ, the Son of Mumeambom, Son of Cas 
Clothach, Son of Firarda, Son of Rotheachta, Son of 
Ro/a, Son of Glas, Son of Nuaghat, Son of Eochaidb, 
— Faobhar Glaſs, Son of Conmaol, Son of Heber 
rage on. £7011, Son of Mileſius, King of Spam, ſucceeded, and 
he reigned ſeven Years; he was the firſt Prince that 
introduced the wearing of gold Rings in Ireland, which 
he beſtowed upon Perſons of Merit that excelled in the 
Knowledge of the Arts and Sciences, or were any other 
way particularly accompliſhed. He was at length killed 
by Ollamh Fodbla in the Battel of Teamharr or Tarah. 
4. xt. 2068: Ollamh Fodhla was his Succeſſor in the Throne: He 
was the Son of Fiachadh Fionmnſgothach, Son of Seadhna, 
Son of Artr;, Son of Eibbric, Son of Heber, Son of Ir, 
An xi beg Son of Mileſius, King of Spam, and his Reign con- 
1 tinued thirty Vears. This Prince was poſſeſſed of many 
ro. excellent Qualities, which gave Occaſion to his Name, 
for Ollamh ſignifies a Perſon that eæcells in Wiſdom and 
Learning, and Fodbla was the Name of the Iſland ; and 
the Character, by which this Monarch is diſtinguiſhed 
in the Iriſb Chronicles, juſtly merited that Denomina- 
tion; for he was certainly a Prince of the moſt com- 
prehenſive Knowledge, and of the ſtricteſt Virtue 
that ever fat upon the /-;/þ Throne. He inſtituted 
the moſt uſeful Laws for the Government and the Ad- 
vantage of his People, and was ſo indefatigable in his 
Studies, that he undertook to tranſmit to Poſterity, in 
a very correct Hiſtory, the ſeveral Travels, Voyages, 
Adventures, Wars, and other memorable Tranſactions 
of all his Royal Anceſtors, from Feninſa Farſa, the 
King of JScythia, to his own Times; and in order to 
purge and digeſt the Records of his Kingdom, he 
ſummon'd his principal Nobility, his Druids, the Poets, 
and Hiſtoriographers to meet him in a full Aſſembly at 
| a Tara 
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Tara once in every three Years, to reviſe the Body of the 


eſtabliſh'd Laws, and to change or correct them as the 
Exigence of Affairs required: In Teſtimony of this J 
ſhall produce the following Verſes of great Antiquity 
and to be found in Writings of good Authority : 


The learned Ollamh Fodhla fir/? ordain'd 
The great Aſſembly, where the Nobles met, 
And Prieſts and Poets and Philoſophers 

To make new Laws, and to correct the old, 
And to advance the Honour of his Country. 


This illuſtrious A/embly was called by the Name of 
Feis Teambrach, which ſignifies a general Meeting of the 


Nobility, Gentry, Prieſts, Hiſtorians and Men offt vg le- 
Zen JC 


Learning, and diſtinguiſh'd by their Abilities in all Arts 
and Profeſſions: They met by a Royal Summons in a 
Parliamentary Manner, once every three Years at the 
Palace of Tarah, to debate upon the moſt important 
Concerns of State; where they enacted new Laws, and 
repealed ſuch as were uſeleſs and burthenſome to the 
Subje&, and conſulted nothing but the publick Benefit 
in all their Reſolutions. In this Aſſembly, the ancient 
Records and Chronicles of the Iſland were peruſed and 
examined; and if any Falſhoods were detected, they 
were inſtantly eraſed, that Poſterity might not be im- 
oſed upon by falſe Hiſtory; and the Author, who 

bad the Inſolence to abuſe the World by his Relation, 
either by perverting Matters of Fact, and repreſenting 
them in improper Colours, or by Fancies and In- 
ventions of his own, was ſolemnly degraded from 
the Honour of ſitting in that Aſſembly, and was 
diſmiſs'd with a Mark of Infamy upon him: His 
Works likewiſe were deſtroyed as unworthy of Cre- 
dit, and were not to be admitted into the Archives, or 
received among the Records of the Kingdom. Nor 
Was this — * the whole of his Puniſhment, for 
he was liable to a Fine or Impriſonment, or whatever 
Sentence the Juſtice of the Parliament thought proper 
to inflict. By theſe Methods, either out of Fear of 
Scandal and Diſgrace, or of loſing their Eſtates, their 
Penſions and Endowments, and of ſuffering perhaps 
ſome corporal Correction, the Hiſtorians of thoſe 
Ages were induced to be very exact in their Relations, 
8 and 
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V and to tranſmit _— to After -Times, but what had 


do dbz 
Tedmn dc. 


paſſed this ſolemn Teſt and Examination, and was re- 
commended by the Sanction and Authority of this learn- 
ed Aſſembly. 

In this Parliament of Tarah, that wiſe Prince Ollamh 
Fodhla ordained, that a Diſtinction ſhould be obſerved 
between the Nobility, the Gentry, and other Members 
of the Aſſembly; and that every Perſon ſhould take his 
Place according to his Quality, his Office and his Merit. 
He made very ſtrict and wholſome Laws for the Go- 
vernment of his Subjects, and particularly expreſſed his 
Severity againſt the Raviſhment of Women; which, it 
ſeems, was a Piece of Gallantry and a common Vice in 
thoſe Days, for the Offender was to ſuffer Death with- 
out Mercy: And the King thought fit to give up ſo 
much of his Prerogative as to put it out of his Power 
cither to extend his Pardon, or even to reprieve the 
Criminal. It was a Law likewiſe, that whoever pre- 
ſumed to ſtrike or aſſault a Member of the Parliament, 
during the Time of the Seſſions, or give him any 
Diſturbance in the Execution of his Office, either by 
attempting to rob him, or by any other Violence, he 
was condemned to die without any Poſſibility, by Bribes, 
by Partiality, or Affection, to fave his Life, or eſcape 


the Sentence. 


The Members of this Tiiennial Convention uſually 
met together, tho* not in a Parliamentry way, fix Days 
before the Beginning of the Seſſion; that is, three 
Days before the Feſtival of Al Saints, and three Days 
after, which time they imployed in mutual Returns of 
Friendſhip and Civility, and paying their Compliments 
one to another. A Poet of great Authority, and ver 
ancient, has given the following Account of this Aſ- 
ſembly. 


Once in three Tears the great Convention ſat, 
And for the publick Happineſs debate; 
The King was ſeated on a Royal Throne, 
And in his Face majeſtick Greatneſs ſhone. 
A Monarch for heroick Deeds deſign' a, 
For noble Acts become a noble Mind: 
About him ſummon'd, by his ſtrict Command, 
The Peers, the Prieſts, and Commons of the Land, 
In Princely State and ſolemn Order ſtand ; 
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The Poets likewiſe are indulg d a Place, 
And Men of Learning the Aſſembly grace. 
Here every Member dares the Truth aſſert, 


He ſcorns the falſe, and double dealing Part: 5 


For a true Patriot s Soul diſdains the Trimmer's Art. 
Here Love and Union every Look confeſsd, 
And Joy and Friendſhip beat in every Breaſt. 
Juſtice by nothing biaſsd or inclin'd, 
Is deaf to Pity, to Temptation blind: 
For here with ſtern and ſteady Rule ſhe ſiways, 
And flagrant Crimes with certain Vengeance pays; 
The Monarch ever jealous of his State, 
Inflexibly decrees th Offender's Fate, 

 Tho' juſt, yet ſo mdulgently ſevere, 
Like Heaven, he pities thoſe he cannot ſpare. 


The Place appointed for the Meeting of this Aſſem- 


bly, was a convenient Room in the Palace of Tara; doo ter 


zZama it n4 
ſaoITe 47, 


Table fixed in the middle, and Seats on both ſides. ro: 


the Apartment was very long, but narrow, with a 


At the End of this Table, and between the Seats and 
the Wall, there was a proper Diſtance allowed for the 
Servants and Attendants that belonged to the Members, 
to go between and wait upon their Maſters. 

In this great Hall this triennial Parliamentaſſembled, 
but before they entred upon publick Buſineſs, they 


were entertained with a magnificent Feaſt, and the Or- 


der, wherein every Member took his Place, was in this 
Manner: When the Dinner was upon the Table, and 
the Room perfectly cleared of all Perſons except the 
Grand Marſhall, the principal Herald and a Trumpeter, 


whoſe Offices required they ſhould be within, the 


Trumpeter ſounded thrice, obſerving a proper Diſtance 
between every Blaſt, which was the ſolemn Summons 
for the Members to enter. At the firſt Sound all 


the Shield Bearers, that belonged to the Princes and 


the chief of the Nobility, came to the Door, and there 


delivered their Shields to the Grand Marſhal, who by 


the Direction of the Kmg at Arms, hung them up in 
their due Places upon the Wall on the right ſide of the 
long Table, where the Princes and Nobility of the 
greateſt Quality had their Seats. When he blew the 
ſecond Blaſt, the Target Bearers, that attended upon 
the Generals and the commanding Officers of the Army 
and of the Militia of the 5 advanced to the 


Door, 
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door, and delivered their Targets in the fame manner, 
which were hung in their proper Order upon the other 
ſide of the Table Upon the third Summons, the 
Princes, the Nobility, the Generals, the Officers and 
principal Gentry of the Kingdom, entred the Hall, and 


dl le eal- took their Places each under his own Shield or Target, 


mf 1% which were eaſily diſtinguiſhed by the Coat of Arms that 
was curiouſly blazon'd upon the Outſide of them, and 
thus the whole Aſſembly were ſeated regularly without 
any Diſpute about Precedency or the leaſt Diſorder. 
No Perſon was admitted beſide the Attendants that 
| waited, who ſtood on the Outſide of the Table. One End 
of the Table was appointed for the aver ae and the 
Hiſtorians, who underſtood, and were perfectly ſxill'd in 
the Records and ancient Monuments of the Kingdom ; the 
other End was filled by the chief Officers of the Court: 
and Care was particularly taken that their Debates ſhould 
be kept ſecret, for which Reaſon no Woman was ever 
to be admitted. 

When Dinner was ended and every thing removed, 
they ordered the Antiquities of the Kingdom to be 
brought before them, and read them over, and ex- 

don dbze amined them ſtrictly, leſt any Falſhoods or Interpo- 

«races. lations ſhould have crept in; and if they found any Mi- 

ſtakes or falſe Repreſentations of Facts, occahoned 

either by the Prejudice or the Ignorance of the Hiſto- 

rians, they were ſcracht out after they had been cen- 

ſured by a ſelect Committee of the greateſt Learning, 

appointed to inſpect into thoſe old Records. The Hi- 

ſtories and Relations that were ſurveyed and found true 

and perfect, were ordered to be tranſcribed after they 

had paſt the Approbation of the Aſſembly, and inſerted 

in the authentick Chronicles that were always preſerved 

in the King's Palace, and the Book wherein they were 

written was called the P/alter of Tara: This ancient 

Record is an invaluable Treaſure, and a moſt faithful 

Collection of the Ii Antiquities; and whatever Ac- 

count is delivered in any other Writings repugnant to 

this, is to be eſteemed of no Authority, and a direct 
Impoſition upon Poſterity. 

In this ſolemn Manner did the Mle/fans (a learned 
and generous People) preſerve from the moſt early 
Times the Monuments of every memorable Tranſac- 
tion that deſerved to be tranſmitted to the World; and 


in the Interval between every Seſſion of this Triennial 
| Parliament 
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Parliament not only the profeſſed Antiquaries, but the 
Gentry, and Perſons of Abilities in all Profeſſions and 
Capacities, did, with all Diligence and Fidelity, collect 
what was worthy to be obſerved in their ſeveral Diſtticts e 
and Provinces, and laid their Remarks before the next agur nans- 
Aſſembly to be examined, and if they were approved T an fo 
to be tranſcribed into the Royal Records for the Bene- 
fit and Information of their Deſcendents. If the ſame 
Care had been taken by other Nations, we ſhould not 
ſee ſo many fabulous Hiſtories abroad, that are 
founded upon no Authority, but ſupported only by the 
Effrontery of the Relaters; but this Method it ſeems 
was peculiar to the ancient /r;/h, whoſe Policy and Ci- 
vil Government have been the Wonder, and ought to 
have been the Example and Standard of After-ages. And 
this Form of aſſembling, and bringing their Antiqui- 
ties to a publick Scrutiny, was followed till the Time 
of St. Patrick, and continued with ſome Alterations, 
but rather with more Care and Exactneſs than to any Diſ- 
advantage, as will be obſerved in the Courſe of this Hi- 
ſtory in its Proper Place. 
I am obliged to mention it as the ſingular Glory of 

the Iriſh Nation, that their Mileſian Anceſtors had ſo 

reat a Veneration, and valued themſelves ſo much upon 
the Nobility of their Extract, that they preſerved their Pe- 
digrees and Genealogies with the ſtricteſt Care; and it h aa te- 
is evident, that in former Times there were above two «> ollamn 


hundred principal Annaliſts and Hiſtorians in that [! Fen 


, ne el 7 
Kingdom, who had a handſome Revenue and a large pn iter ag 


Eſtate in Land aſſigned them to ſupport themſelves in pedroin peu 


the Study of Heraldry and Chronology, and to gain anyzty 7 


perfect Knowledge in thoſe uſeful Profeſſions. Every 5 norte e 


Nobleman of any Quality retained a Number of theſe” 
learned Men, on purpoſe to record the Actions of him- 
ſelf and his Family, and to tranſmit them to Poſterity, 
beſides ſuch as were in conſtant Pay and Attendance 
for the Service of the Publick. But theſe private Anti- 
quaries had no Liberty of themſelves toenter any Thing 
upon Record, unleſs it had been firſt approved by the 
great Triennial Aſſembly, whoſe Confirmation gave 
Authority to all the private as well as the publick Re- 
cords of the Kingdom. The ſame Generoſity and 
Encouragement was likewiſe expreſſed to Men of Learning 
in other Profeſſions ; the Pian, the Poets, and Harp- 
players had Eſtates ſettled open them, that they might 

m | not 
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not be diſturb'd by Cares and worldly Troubles in the Pro- 
ſecution of their Studies, and they lived without De- 
pendence, and were obliged to no Service; but to em- 
ploy themſelves for the Uſe of their noble Patrons that 
retained them. In the Time of War or any other pub- 
lick Calamities, they were bound to no military Atten- 
dance or Contributions; their Perſons were inviolable, 
and it was the greateſt of Crimes to kill them, and 
eſteemed Sacrilege, whatever Diſtreſs the Publick was 
in, to ſeize upon their Eſtates. So that they were never 
moleſted in 8 themſelves in their ſeveral Pro- 
feſſions; every one followed his proper Study under 
theſe noble Encouragements, which were never want- 
ing when Merit and Induſtry were to be rewarded. 
And when an eminent Autiquary, a Phy/ician, a Poet, 
or Harp-player died, his eldeſt Son was not to ſucceed 
him, either in his Eſtate or his Salary, unleſs he were 
the moſt accompliſh'd of the Family in that Profeſſion ; 
for his Succeſſor in his Office, and the Fortune he in- 
joyed, was appointed to be the molt learned and ex- 
pert of that Tribe he belonged to; which was the Oc- 
caſion that every Perſon in the Family ſtudied to per- 
fect himſelf in the Knowledge of that Art or Science 
which he propoſed to ſucceed in, in order to obtain the 
Revenue and Honour that belonged to it. And this Emula- 
tion ſupported by ſuch Encouragements, advanced all the 
Branches of Learning to ſuch a Character in that King- 
dom, that it became the Center of Knowledge and 
polite and generous Education, and was ſo eſteemed by 
all the neighbouring Nations, eſpecially in the Meſtern 
Part of the World ; as appears evidently by the general 
Teſtimony of forcign as well as domeſtick Writers, who 
have undertaken to treat of the Affairs of this King- 
dom. | 1 
The military Diſcipline in Uſe among the Mileſiaus, 
is differently related by ih Authors; but they all 
agree in this, that in the forming of their Armies, and 
giving Battel to their Enemies, they obſerved an exact 
Regularity,and knew well how to improve all Advantages. 


| do £198 The common Soldiers were always perfect in their Ex- 
| Senne, erciſe, and advanced to fight with great Bravery, and 
jþ | adm dc- 


der an gin cloſe Order: Every Company was four or eight deep, 
Sbaw ana- according to the Number of Men they had, and the 
Pd. Conveniency and Diſpoſition of the Ground they were to 
engage upon: It was Death without Mercy, by on mi- 

| itary 
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litary Law, for a Soldier to retreat a Foot of Ground, WWW 
but he was ſtill to advance boldly forwards, if not counter- 
manded by the commanding Officer. They had al- 
ways a General appointed over the whole Army, whoſe 
Oders were abſolute, and to be obeyed by all inferior Offi- 
cers without Diſpute or Appeal. Every lower Officer had #95108 aro 
his Coat of Arms blazon'd curiouſly upon his Banner, e 
that he might be diſtinguiſhed, and either rewarded for his nas e103 
Courage, or puniſhed for his Cowardice in the Time be, 
of Battel. They were always attended in their Marches, * * 
and when they were engaged, by their Autiquaries and lem anbr- 
Amaliſts, who were imployed to take Notice of the- 
Behaviour of every Officer; and when they found a 
Commander, who had fignally diſtinguiſh'd himſelf 
againſt the Enemy, his Name, and his Exploit was im- 
mediately enter'd into the Records of the Family he be- 
longed to, and tranſmitted down from Father to Son, 
in order to inſpire the ſeveral Branches of that Tribe 
with Emulation and Courage, and ſpur them forwards 
into an Imitation of that great Example: And this 
Tranſaction was not only recorded in the private Hi- 
ſtory of the Family, but an exa& Copy of it was to be 
laid before the next Triennial Aſſembly, and upon Ap- 
probation to be inſerted in the Royal Records of the 
Kingdom. This Monarch likewiſe, for the Encou- 
ragement of Learning, made a Law, that the Dignity 
of an Autzquary, a Phyſician, a Poet, and a Harp-player 
ſhould not be conferred but upon Perſons deſcended 
from the moſt illuſtrious Families in the whole Coun- 
rry. | 
8 obſerved that the Princes, the Nobility, and i ciande- 
the Gentry of the Mileſiaus made uſe of Coats of Arms, „ Sol arg 
as Badges and Diſtinctions of their Quality; it will be bil enge 
uſeful, I am perſuaded, as well as entertaining, to take f . 
notice from Writers of the beſt Authority, of the Origi- ' © 
nal of this Practice, and by what means it was firſt in- 
troduced among them, 

It muſt be underſtood therefore, that the Haelutes, be- 
ing oppreſſed by the Tyranny and Perſecution of the 
Egyptians, reſolved, under the Conduct of Maſes, to 
free themſelves from that cruel Bondage; and accor- 
dingly the twelve Tribes aſſembled together under the 
Command of that great Officer, who deſigned to deliver 
them from Slavery, and lead them out of that barba- 
rous Country, In this Expedition, every Tribe m_ a 

anner 
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LYV Banner and a certain Device or a Coat of Arms diſtinctly 
blazon'd upon it: In their March they came to Capa- 
cirunt, where Mul, the Father of Gadelas, reſided with 
his People near the Borders of the Red Sea; thro' which, 
by an Almighty Power, a Way was wonderfully opened, 
and the whole Nation of the Hebrews paſſed thro', as 
we have before related. 

In Proceſs of Time it happened that Hu, a Great- 

Grandſon of Mul, was baniſhed out of Egypt by the 

Prince who then reigned, with his whole Family and 
Deſcendents; and * conducted his People out of the 
Country, he followed the Example of the Maelites, and 

in Imitation had a Banner with a dead Serpent and the 

Rod of Moſes painted upon it for a Coat of Arms; and 

he made choice of this Device for this Reaſon particu- 

larly, becauſe Gadelas, who was his Grandfather, was bit 

by a Serpent, and the Wound was cured by Maßes, who 

laid his wonder-working Rod upon it, and faved his 

Life. From this Example, the Poſterity of Hu always 

made uſe of Banners and Coats of Arms as an honourable 
Diſtinction of their Families; and this Account is con- 

firmed by the Annals of Leath Gum, which is ſupported 

by the additional Teſtimony of the Book called Leabhar 
redeledben Leatha Cum in this manner. The Author, treating 
leats C5? upon this Subject, gives this Account of the Coats of Arms 
jede daß of the twelve Tribes. The Tribe of Reuben had a 


1 W. Mandrake painted upon their Banner, Hmeon a Spear, 
Logs ag BE the Ark, Judah a Lion, [ſ/achar an Aſs, Feb 


$0 ce Tur hin a Ship, NMapthali a Deer, Gad a Lioneſs, Jaſeph a 
_ e Bull, Benjamin a Wolf, Dan a Serpent, and Aſher a 
domnall ru- Branch of a Vine. | 
Cu Our 1ri/h Annals are very particular in accounting 


bunwesr for the Arms and Devices born by ſeveral eminent 
enr del in. perſons, and the moſt flouriſhing Nations. They in- 
form us, that Hector, the Trojan Hero, bore ſable two 

Lions combatant, Or; that Oſiris bore a Scepter Royal in- 

ſigned on the Top with an Eye; Hercules bore a Lion ram- 

pant holding a Battle Ax; the Arms of the Kingdom 

of Macedon were a Wolf; Anubis bore a Dog; the Scy- 

thians, who remained in the Country and made no Con- 

ueſts abroad as the Gadehans did, bore a Thunderbolt; 

the Egyprians bore an Ox; the Phrygians a Swine; the 
 Thractans painted the God Mars upon their Banners; 

the Romans an Eagle, and the Perſians Bows and Ar- 

a rows; 
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rows. The old Poet Homer relates, that ſeveral curious 
Devices were raiſed upon the Shield of Achilles, ſuch as 
the Motions of the Sun and Moon, the Stars and Pla- 
nets, a Sphere with the celeſtial Bodies, the Situation 
of the Earth, the Ebbing and Flowing cf the Sea, with 
other uncommon Decorations and Ornaments that ren- 
dred it beautiful and ſurpriſing. Alexander the Great 
bore a Lion rampant, and ordered his Soldiers to diſ- 
play the fame Arms upon their Shields, as a diſtinguiſh- ar os 
ing Mark of their Valour and military Atchievements ; - ear. 
Ulyſſes bore a Dolphin and the Giant Typhon belching 8 
out Flames of Fire; the Arms of Perſeus was a Medias d tu da- 
Head; Antiochus choſe a Lion and a white Wand for his; een 
Theſens bore an Ox, and Seleucus a Bull; Auguſtus Ceſar 
bore the Image of the Great Alexander; ſometimes he 
laid that aſide, and uſed the Sign Capricorn; at other 
Times he blazon'd a Globe, or the Helm of a Ship ſup- 
ported commonly by an Archer and Dolphin. Simon 
the High Prieſt of the Jews, addrefled himſelf in his 
Pontifical Robes, which were very ſplendid and ſet 
off with various Ornaments and Repreſentations, when 
he went out of Jeruſalem to meet the victorious Alex- 
ander, who reſolved to level the City with the Ground ; 
and by the Curioſity and Solemnity of his Habit, he 
overawed that invincible Conqueror, and ſuppreſſed his 
Deſigns. In the ſame Manner almoſt Pope Leo adorn- 
ed himſelf, and mollified the Anger of Attila, that war- 
like Scythian, who threatned to ſack the City of Rome 
and Pope Benedict uſed the ſame Method to prevail upon 
Totilas, a valiant Goth, to withdraw his Forces ou tof 
Htahy. | 

There was a Cuſtom likewiſe in Uſe among War- 
riors of old, to adorn their Helmets with a Ge, that 
repreſented ſome ſavage Beaſt, or fierce Bird of Prey; eo ver 4. 
by theſe Figures to diſtinguiſh themſelves in the Field aas 
of Battel, to impreſs a Dread and Terror upon their „ ruatar- 
Enemies, and to encourage, and with a nobler Air Fr ce. 
to lead their own Troops, and engage them to fight. 
Nor were theſe Re . ee and Devices confined 
only to ſet off the Sh:elds and Helmets of the antient 
Heroes, but they were at length uſed to adorn the Prows 
of Ships, and ſmaller Veſſels; ſuch Figures were from 
very antient Times, introduced to beautify and grace 
their Fore-decks, and beſides the Ornament they gave, 
they ſerved to diſtinguiſh one Ship from another; we 

N n this 
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V this we have Authority to believe, from the Teſtimony 
of the Holy Peuman, who, in the twenty eighth Chap- 
ter ofthe Acts of the Apoſtles, particularly mentions, that 
the Ship, wherein St. Paul was to be convey'd to Rome, 
was diſtinguiſhed by the Sign of Caſtor and Pollux. 

Now to ſhew the inſufferable Partiality of the Eugliſb 
Writers, I'am obliged to take Notice, that theſe Under- 
Workmen in Hiſtory, never take upon them to deny 
the Uſe of Banners with Coats of Arms, among the He- 

m bel de- ret, the Greeks, the Romans, and other Nations; but 

laura the Gadelians and the old Iriſb, it ſeems, have no Claim 

4 em fan to this honorary Privilege; every Account that is given 

— 44 I of this antient and worthy People, they eſteem fabu- 

vol. lous and they would, if their Arguments and Integrity; 
were as evident as their Malice, eraſe the very Name 
of a Cadelian out of all Records, and deſtroy the Memo- 
ry of them among Men. But notwithſtanding the feeble 
Efforts of theſe little Authors, we have the Teſtimony 
of the beſt Hiſtorians, to prove that the Gadehans were 
a Family as illuſtrious, and made as early a Figure in the 
Chronicles of the World, as any Tribe in the Univerſe ; 
and, as unqueſtionable Evidence upon this Subject, they 
preſerved their own Monuments and Records, with the 
ſtricteſt Care, and faithfully delivered them to Poſterity; 
and therefore Prejudice and Ignorance are the only In- 
ducements, that could prevail upon the Eugliſh Writers, 
who pretend to treat ofthe Iriſh Affairs, to deduce their 
Accounts of Ireland from no higher a Period, than the 
Reign of / illiam the Conqueror; and bceaule the Hiſto- 
ries of their own Country cannot be traced with any to- 
lerable Authority farther than the Time of that Prince, 
therefore it muſt needs follow that the ih Annals are 
of the ſame modern Date, and every Chronicle beyond 
that Point of Time muſt be a Fable and Romance. 
How concluſive this Argument is, any unprejudiced 
Perſon will eafily determine ; however this 1s certain, 

| lemyzmoy that the old Chronicles of England were deſtroyed by 

712551 e- the victorious Romans, Goths, Saxons, Germans, Mor- 

3 mans, and other Foreigners, who made a Conqueſt of 

ano, the Kingdom; but the /7:/þ Records were kept ſacred, 
and were never in the Hands of any invading Enemy, 
nor was the Iſland ever abſolutely ſubdued, fo as to be 
under a foreign Yoke from the firſt Arrival of the Mi- 
leſiaus unto this Day. 


i 
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It is certain therefore that the Mileſiaus, from the WYV 


Time they firſt. conquered the Iſland, down to the 
Reign of Ollamb Fodhla, made uſe of no other Arms 


of Diſtinction in their Banners than a Dead Serpent 


and the Rod of Moſes, after the Example of their Ca- 


delian Anceſtors. But in this great 771ennial Aſſembly 
at Tara, it was ordained by a Law, that every Noble- 
man-and Great Officer, ſhould; by the learned Heralds, 
have a particular Coat of Arms afligned him. according: 
to his Merit and his Quality, whereby he ſhould be di- 
ſtinguiſhed from others of the ſame Rank, and be 
known. to any Antiquary or Perſon of Learning where- 
ever he appeared, whether at Sea or Land, in the Princes 
Court, at the Place of his own Reſidence, or in the 
Field of Battel. Upon the Death of this great Monarch 
the Crown devolved by an Hereditary Rightupon his Son, 

Fionnachta ſucceeded in the Government of Ireland; 


he was the Son of Ollamb Fodbla, Son of Fiacha Fronſe 4. M. 3112. 
got hach, Son of Seadbna, Son of Artri, Son of Kibhric, 


Son of Heber, Son of Ir, Son of Mileſius, King of 
Hain; his Reign continued fifteen Years, tho? ſome Au- 
x or aſſert that he filled the Thronetwenty Years. The 
Reaſon why he was diſtinguiſheed by this Name, was be- 
cauſe Abundance of uo fell upon the Iſland in his Reign, 
and for a long Time covered the whole Country. 
There is an Account, but of no Manner of Authority, 
that when this Hau came to thaw and diſſolve, it turn- 


ed into natural and perfect ine. This is certainly a Ficti- deo uf 
on, for tho the Word Fion in the Iriſh ſignifies Mine, B HA 


2 Fiond roñ̃. 


yet by adding another to it, and ſpelling it thus, 
Fionn (which is the firſt Syllable of this Prince's Name) 


it ſignifies white; the following Word achta or ſueachta 


is the genuine Iriſh for $row, and theſe Words when they 
are joined are pronounced Fronnachta not Fionachta; fo 
that by obſerving the proper ſpelling of this Name, the 
Writers of the beſt Credit are induced to believe that 
this Monarch obtained his Name from the great Quantity 
of Sow that fell in his Time; and reje& as idle and 
fictitious, the other Opinion, which — — that he was 
ſo called, becauſe the Swow, when it diſſolved, became 
true Nine. This Prince died at Magh Inis, and there 
was buried. 


-  $landll was his Succeſſor; he was another Son of Ollamb 1 


Fodbla, Son of Fiacha Tiauſgothach, Son of Seadhna, Son 
of Artri, Son of Eibbric, Son of Heber, Son of I, Son 


. of 
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ot Mileſius, and he wore the Crown of Ireland fifteeri 

8 Vears. The Reaſon why he was diſtinguiſhed by the 

pat neat an Name of S/anoll, was becauſe the People of the Country 

ts. enjoyed fo perfect a State of Health, that very few or 

none of them fell ſick or died of any malignant Di- 

ſtemper during his whole Reign; for the Syllable 0% 

in the /r;/his the ſame as great in the Enghſh, and Han ſig- 

nifies Health, which by being tranſpoſed and joined with 

the other Word, is pronounced anoll. This Prince 

died at Tara in the Houſe of Modbchuarda, but the Di- 
ſtemper that occaſioned his Death was never known. 

4. 21. 3143, Geide Ollgothach ſucceeded him; he was a third Son 
of Ollamh Fodhla, Son of Fiachadh Fionuſgothach, Son of 
Seadhna, Son of Ari, Son of Eibbric, Son of Heber, 

an.tig yo Son of Ir, Son of Mileſius, and he fat upon the Throne 

do b But ſeventeen Years. He received the Name of Geide Ol 

wet, An; gothach, becauſe the People of Ireland in his Time 

nj alla. had a Cuſtom of being very loud and noiſy when they 

= — ſpoke ; for the Syllable Ol! (as was obſerved before) ſig- 
nifies great, and the Word Gothach ſignifies talling or 
ſpeaking, which, when they are joined together, ſound 
Ollgothach, that is, great or loud talking. This Prince 
was at length killed by Fachadh the Son of Fionachta. 

4. M.3166; Fiachadh, the Son of Fionachta, Son of Ollamh Fodh- 
la, Son of Fiachadh Fionnſgothach, Son of Seadhna, Son 
of Artri, Son of Eibbric, Son of Heber, Son of Ir, 
Son of Mileſius, obtained the Crown, and reigned 
twenty Years, as ſome of the Chronicles aflert; tho' 
upon a ſtrict Inſpection, I am induced to believe that 
he governed four Years more; for the regal Table ad- 
mits of no Iuterregnum, and the Book of the Reigns of 
the Iriſß Kings ſpeaks very dubiouſly concerning the 
Reign of this Prince; it ſeems to intimate that there 
were other Competitors with him, who raiſed Pretences 
to the Government, and particularly obſerves that Be- 
arngall the ſucceeding Monarch made War upon him 
for ſome Years before he loſt the Sovereignty : The four 
Years therefore that paſſed while the Crown was in 
Diſpute may be placed to the Reign of either of theſe 
Princes for the Reaſons abovementioned. This King 
was at length dethroned, and ſlain by Bearngall, the 
Son of Geide Ollgothach. 

4. M. 318;, Bearngall was his Succeſſor ; he was the Son of Geide 
Ollgothach, Son of Ollamh Fodhla, Son of Fiochadh Fionſ- 
gothach, Son of Seadhna, Son of Artri, Son of Eibhric, 


I Son 
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Son of Heber, Son of Ir, Son of Mileſius; his Reign WWW 
continued twelve Years, and he was killed by O:/oll, the 
Son of Hanoll. 

Oillioll, the Son of Hanoll, Son of Ollamb Fodhla, Son 4. u. 3196. 
of Fiachadh Fionnſyothach, Son of Feadbna, Son of 
Ami, Son of Eibhric, Son of Heber, Son of Ir, Son 
of Mileſius, King of Span, fat next upon the Throne; 
he reigned ſixteen Years, and loſt his Life by the Hands 
of Horna, Son of Dein. 

Horna Saoghalach ſucceeded; he was the Son of Dein, 4 u. 3212 
Son of Rotheachtug, Son of Maom, Son of Aongus 
Olmuchaidb, Son of Fiacha Labhrume, Son o oglas = . 
Hntorguil, Son of Hanbotha, Son of Tighbernmbas, Son 1» nd ne oo 
of Follain, Son of Enhriall, Son of Irial Faidh, Son of * 
Heremon, Son of Mileſius King of Spam; and his Reign amrere. 
laſted one and twenty Years. He was called Horna 
Hioghalach becauſe he lived to an exceeding great Age, 
beyond any of his time, as his Name plainly imports. 

He was ſlain at laſt by Rotheachtach, the Son of Roax, at 
Aillin, as the old Poet gives us to underſtand in the fol- 


lowing Lines taken out of a Poem which begins thus, Eire 
ard Inis na Noig. 


Siorna reigned one and twenty Tears, 
And proſperouſly wore the Iriſh Crown, 
But tho long lived, he died a fatal Death, 
Unfortunately [lain by Rotheachta 
At Aillin. 


Rotheachta ſucceeded him; he was the Son of Roan, 4 u 
Son of Faillhe, Son of Cas Cead Caingniodb, Son of Ailder- _ 3 
goid, Son of Mumeambon, Son of Cas Chthach, Son of lan do boy 
Firarda, Son of Rotheachta, Son of Roſa, Son of Glas, Son nd ban 
of Nuaghatt Deaglambh, Son of Eochaidb Faobharglas, Son of — 0 
Conmaol, Son of Heber Fionn, Son of Mileſius. His 
Reign was not long, far he governed but ſeven Years, 
and died at laſt terribly, for he periſhed by Fire at Don 
Sobhairce. 

Eilm was his Succeſſor; he was the Son of Rothe-, ,, ,.. 
achta, Son of Roan, Son of Failbhe, Son of Cas Cead a 
Chamgmodb, Son of Aildergoid, Son of Muincambon, 
Son ,of Cas Clothach, Son of Firarda, Son of Rothe- 
achta, Son of Roſa, Son of Glas, Son of Nuaghatt De- 
aglamb, Son of Eochaidh Faobharglas, Son of Conmaol, 
Son of Heber Fionn, Son of Mileſius. He yas lain, 


O o hog after 
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Vatter a Reign of one Year, by Giallacba, Son of Oliolla 
Olchaoin. | 

4. M. 3241. Giallchadh obtained the Crown; he was the Son of 
Oliolla Olchaoin, Son of Horna Saoghlach, Son of Dein, 
Son of Rotheachta, Son of Maoin, Son of AonguOll- 
muchaidh, Son of Fiachadh Labhriane, Son of Smrorguill, 
Son of Eanhotha, Son of Tighernmas, of the Poſterity of 
the Line of Heremon; His Reign continued nine Years, 
and he was killed by Art Imleach at Moighe Muadh. 

4. M. 3250. Art Imleach ſucceeded; he was the Son of Eilm, Son of 
Rotheachta, Son of Roam, Son of Failge, Son of Cas 
Cead Chaingniodh, Son of Aildergord, a Deſcendent from 
Heher Fionn ; he ſat upon the Throne two and twenty 
Years, and was killed by Nuadha Fionn Fail. 

A. M. 3212 Nuadha Fionn Fail was his Succeſſor; he was the Son 
of Grallcha, Son of Oliolla Olchaom, Son of Hiorna Saog- 
halach of the Line of Heremon ; his Reign laſted twenty 
Years, and he was {lain by his Succeſſor Breaſtigh, the 
Son of Art [mleach. 

4. M. 32922 Breaſiigh, the Son of Art [mkach, Son of Eilm, 

cug an N ; Son of Rotheachta, Son of Roan, a Prince of the 

1 wmdd Poſterity of Heber Fionn ſucceeded ; he governen the 

n Kingdom nine Years, and fought many ſucceſsful Bat- 
tels againſt the Pyrates that infeſted the Coaſts. He 
was at length killed by Eochaidb Apthach at Carn Chluain. 

4 M. 3301. Hochaidb Apthach obtained the Crown; he was the Son 

do b. on Of Vin, Son of Oliolla, Son of Flomruadb, Son of Ronhlam, 

mon ge ar- Son of Martincadb, Son of $7tchin, Son of Riaglan, Son of 

1 Eochaidh Breac, Son of Luigheach, Son of [th, Son of Bre- 

c. ogan; his Reign was but ſhort, for he ſat upon the Throne 
but one Year. He was diſtinguiſhed by the Name of 
Eochaidh Apthach, becauſe during the ſhort Time of his 
Reign, there was a great Mortality among his Subjects, 
that ſwept away moſt of the Inhabitants; for once in 
every Month the whole Iſland was infected with a ma- 
lignant Diſtemper that was incurable; the Word Ap- 
thach in Iriſh ſignifies a Plague or Infection; he was kill- 
ed by Fromm Son of Bratha. 

A.M. 3322: Hon, the Son of Bratha, Son of [Labhra, Son of 
Carbre, Son of Ollamb Fodhla, a Deſcendent in Suc- 
ceſſion from Ir the Son of Mileſius, obtained the Crown; 

he governed twenty Years, and was ſlain by Seadhna 
Jonaraicc. 
A. A. 33a. Seadhna Jonaraicc was his Succeſſor; he was the Son of 

Seb and tor- B/ eig, Son of Art Imleach, of the Line of Heber Fronn, 


—4 2 and he reigned twenty Years; he was called Seadhna Jo- 


4 naraicc, 
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naraicc, becauſe he was the firſt Monarch of Helaud that 
ſettled a conſtant Pay upon the Officers and Soldiers "* rs 35 
his Army, and maintained them by a fix'd Salary 1. 
according to the Quality of their Poſts, and Com- 
miſſions. He likewiſe ordained military Laws, and in- 
ſtituted a Form of Diſcipline that was a Standard to the 
Mileſians for many Ages. This unfortunate Prince was 
inhumanly murdered by his Succeſſor, and had his 
Limbs violently drawn aſunder, which put him to inex- 
preſhble Torture. 3 

Himeon Breac, by this barbarous Ac, obtained the 
Crown. He was the Son of Muadba Fionm Fail; of the 
Line of Heremon. His Reign continued ſix Years; but 
the divine Vengeance perſued him in an exemplary Man- 
ner, for he was ſeized by Duach Fioun, the Son of his 
Predeceſſor, who juſtly puniſhed him with the ſame 
ignominious Death he had inflicted upon his Father, 
and ordered his Body to be torn to Pieces. 

Duach Fionn, Son of Seadua Fonaraice, Son of Brei/* 4. Il. 4,48. 
righ, a Deſcendent from Heber Fromm, ſucceeded and 
reigned five Years. He was ſlain by Mureadhach Bol- 
grach. 

Muirendbach Balgrach was his Succeſſor; he was the 4. A 3353 
Son of the cruel Simeon Breac, of the Poſterity of Here- 
mon; he governed the Kingdom four Years, and then 
he was killed by Eadhna Dearg the Son of Duach Vi- 
onn. | 

Eadna Dearg, the Son of Duach Fionn, the Son of 4. Al. 3357 
Seadhna Fonaraicc, of the Line of Heber Foun, fucceed- 
ed and reigned twelve Years; the Reaſon why he was 
diſtinguiſhed by the Name of Hadna Dearg, was becauſe 
he was remarkable for a fe and ſanguine Complexion. 

It was in the Reign of this Prince that a Mint was erected, 
and Money coined at Airgiod Roſs, He did not die 
by the Sword as did moſt of his Predeceſſors, but Was 
deſtroyed by the Plague, which depopulated moſt Part 
of the Iſland, and was buried at Mabb Mis. | 

Lughaidh Jardboinn obtained the Goverment ; he was 4. N. 3369, 
the Son of Kadhna Dearg, Son of Duach Fionn, of the 
Poſterity of Heremon, and was Monarch of the Iſland 
nine Years; he was called Lughaidh Jardhoimn from the 
Colour of his Hair, which was a very dark brown, for 
the Word Jardhoinu or Dubhdhonn in Iriſh is the fame 
as dark brown in Enghſh, which gave Occaſion to his 
Name. This Prince was killed by Horlamb, the Son 
of Fin at Rath Clochair. 


A. AJ. 3342 


N — % i= Bona 
4 2 + In 2 


 Srorlamh 


148 The GENERAL HISTORY 


WEAR Horlamb, the Son of Fin, Son of Bratha, Son ot 
337 Labradha, Son of Cairbre, Son of Ollamb Fodhla, a 
Deſcendent from I, the Son of Mze/ins, King of Span, 
Sorta do- ſucceeded in the Throne, and governed the Iſland ſix- 
baus don teen Years. He was known by the Name of S7orlamb 
33 from the extraordinary Length of his Hands; for the 
Lain. Word Sor in the Iriſh Language has the Signification 
of long in Engliſh, and Lamb is the ſame with Hands. 

And indeed this Monarch was called ſo with great Pro- 

priety; for Nature had furniſhed him with Hands ſo 

long, that when he ſtood upright, his Fingers would 

touch the Ground. His Succeſſor Exchaidh Lairceas 

ſlew him, and put an End to his Reign. 

4. M. 3394 Hochaidh Uairceas ſeized upon the Crown; he was 
the Son of Lurghdhioch Jardbonn, Son of Eadhna Dearg, 

a Deſcendent from Heber Fionn, and ruled the Kingdom 

twelve Years. He was called by the Name of Eochaidb 
Uairceas, from a Sort of Hit or Small Boats, of which 

he was the Inventor. This Prince was baniſhed or dri- 

ven out of the Kingdom of /reland two Years before he 

came to the Government; and when he was obliged to quit 

the Iſland, he ſummon'd, and took with him a ſelect Num- 

ber of his Followers and Friends, and in thirty Ships 

zuxta4 ne- well man'd with choice Troops and expert Mariners, 
—_ dar he ſet to Sea. This was his Security all the Time of 
Ceara yo his Baniſhment; but he would often come upon the 
an em. Coaſts, and ſpoil the Inhabitants; and for the better 
Conveniency of landing his Men, he invented a Sort 

of Cock Boats, that were ealy to manage, and covered 

them with the Skins of Beaſts. By this Device he 

would frequently ſet a Body of his Men on Shore, and made 

great Depredations upon the Coaſts, and plundered all 

the maritime Parts of the Country. This Invention 

gave Occaſion to his Name, for the Word Uazrceas, 

or (as others pronounce it) Fuarceas, ſignifies a cold 

Ki, or a Cock-boat in Enghſh, becauſe theſe ſmall Veſ- 

ſels were uſed in the co/d and extremeſt Weather for the 
Conveniency of landing. Theſe Skiffs are known in 

the {ri/þ Language by the Name of Curachs or Cura- 

chain, and are made uſe of in ſome Parts of the Iſland 


to this Day. This Iriſh Monarch was ſlain by Eochaidb 
Fiadbmhume. 


A. M. za. Eochaiah Fiadhmbuime, and his Brother Conumg Beg 
Aglach obtained the Sovereignty ; they were the Sons of 

Duach Teambrach, Son of Muireadhaigh Bograclh Son of 

e Simeon 
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SimeonBreac,of the Royal Line of Heremou. They reigned . 
joint Monarchs of the Iſland for five Vears; The eld— 

eſt of theſe Princes was diſtinguiſh'd by the Name of 
Zochaidb Fiadhmhuine, becauſe he took great Pleaſure 

in the chaſing of Deer and other Beaſts, which he 
frequently hunted in the woody and wild Parts of the 
Country; for the Word Fadb in Iriſh ſignifies a Deer 

and Muinè is the ſame as a Mood or deſolate Hilderne/ 

in Enghſh, which Words when they are joined make 
Fiadhmbume, Theſe Brothers loſt the Kingdom, and 
Eochaidh Fiadhmhuine was ſlain by Luighaidh Lambdhears 

the Son of Hochaidh Vairceas, 5 

Luighaidh Lamhdhearg the Son of Eochaidb Vairceas, 4. M. 341. 

a Prince of the Poſterity of Heber Tionn ſucceeded, and | 

he reigned ſeven Years. He was known by the Name 

of Luigbaidb Lamahearg, becauſe he had a remarkable | 
red Spot upon one of his Hands. He was killed by 
Conumg Beg Aglach, who made War upon him, and by 

that Means revenged his Brother's Death. 

Conumg Beg Aeglach obtained the Crown; he was the 4. A ais. 

Son of Duach Teamharach, Son of Muirreadhach Bolgrach, 

Son of Himeon Breac, of the Line of Heremon. When 

he had overcome his Competitor, he reſumed the Go- 
vernment, and reigned ten Years, He received the 

Name of Conuing Beg Aplach, becauſe he was a Prince 

of an undaunted Spirit, expoſed his Life with the great- 

eſt Bravery, and was always ſeen in the Heat of Acti- 

on; for the Words Beg Allach ſignifie reſolute and 
fearleſs. This Monarch was of a ſtrong Conſtitution 

of Body, and was inſpired with a Soul capable of de- 
ſigning and executing the greateſt Actions; the Glory 

of the Iriſb Nation was raiſed to a conſiderable Height 

during the Reign of this King, who not only * 
ſucceſsfully againſt the Enemies of his Country, but 
governed his Subjects at home with Juſtice and Mode- 
ration, and ruled abſolutely in the Hearts and Affecti- 
ons of his People. But theſe excellent Qualities could 
not protect him from the Attempts of Au, who ſuc- 
ceeded him, and flew him, as a Poet of great Anti- 
quity obſerves in this Manner, 


Conuing the Brave, with Love of Glory fir d. 
Oppreſs'd by Force, triumphantly expir d; 
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He raisd his Courage for the laſt Debate, 
And with a Princely Soul undaunted met his Fate: 
Slain by the Sword of Art. 


J. M. 3428: Art ſucceeded to the Crown; he was the Son of 
Luighdheach Lamdhearg, of the Line of Heber Fionn, and 
governed the Kingdom fix Years; he loſt his Life by 
the Hands of Duach Lagbrach, who, with the Aſſiſtance 
of his Father, ſlew him. | 

A.M. 3434 Fiachgdh Tolgrach, the Son of Mureadbach Bolgrach, 
Son of Hmon Breac, Son of Ardhain Glas, a Prince 
of the Poſterity of Heremon, was his Succeſſor ; and 
was Monarch of the Iſland for ſeven Years. His Life 
and Reign were ended by the Sword of Oulioll Fromm, 
who ſlew him. | | 

4. A. 3441. Oilioll Fionn poſſeſſed the Throne; he was the Son of 
Art, the Son of Luigbabeach Lamdhearg, of the Line 
of Heber Fionn; and he wore the Crown nine Years, 
but was killed by Argeadihar, with the Aſſiſtance of 
Fiacha and his two Sons. 

A. M. 3450. Enochaidh, the Son of Oilioll Fioun, Son of Art, Son 
of Lutghdheach Lamahearg, of the Poſterity of Heber 
Fionm, ſucceeded; and he governed the Iſland ſeven 
Years. He would not admit of a Partner in the 
Throne, and refuſed to allow Arrgeadinhay a Share in 
the Government, He made a Peace with Duach, which 
continued but a ſhort Time; for he was afterwards 
ſlain by him after a Reign of ſeven Years. 

A. M. 34579. Airgiodmhar was his Succeſſor; he was the Son of 
Horlamb, Son of Finn, Son of Bratha, a Prince of the 
Poſterity of , the Son of Mileſius King of Spain. 
He filled the Ih Throne for twenty three Years; and 
was at laſt killed by Duach Laghrach, and by Lughaidh 
Laighdhe. 

A. A. 34%. Duach Laighrach ſeized upon the Crown; he was the 
Son of Fiachadh Tolgrach, Son of Muireadhach Bolgrach, 

oude la- Son of Simeon Breac, deſcended from the Family of 

den lei en Heremon, and governed the Iſland ten Years. The 

Ng 0 Reaſon why he was diſtinguiſhed by the Name of Du- 

iuat aas ch Laghrach, was becauſe he was ſo ſtrict and haſty 
in the Execution of Juſtice, that he was impatient, and 
would not admit of a Moment's Delay, till the Cri- 
minal was ſeiz'd and tried for the Offence; for the 
Word Ladhrach in the Iriſh Language ſignifies ſpeedy 
and /udden, which gave Occaſion to his Name. He 
was killed by Lughaidh Large: 

1 Lnehaidh 


IREL AN D. 


Lughaidh Laighe was his Succeſſor ; he was the Son of 
Hochaidh, Son of Oiliolla Fionn, of the Poſterity of Heber 
Fjomn, and he was Monarch of the Iſland ſeven Years. 
An old Book called the Erymology of Names aflerts, that 
this Lugbaidh was one of the five Sons of Daire Domh- 
theach, and that all the Brothers went by the ſame 
Name: The ſame Author relates that a certain Druid, 
who had the Skill of Prophecy, foretold to Daire, the 
Father, that he ſhould have a Son, whoſe Name ſhould 
be Lughaidh, who ſhould one Day fit upon the Throne 
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A. M. 3499. 


of Ireland. Date, it ſeems, afterwards had five Sons, rayone an 
and the more effectually to bring about this Prediction, l- 


he gave the ſame Name to every one. When the five 
Brothers were come to a Maturity of Years, Dane 
took an Opportunity to call upon the Draid, and in- 
quired of him which of his Sons ſhould have the Hononr 
of being Monarch of the Iſland? The Druid, inſtead of 
giving him a direct Anſwer, ordered him to take his 
five Sons with him on the morrow to Tailteau, where 
there was to be a general Convention of all the princi- 
pal Nobility and Gentry of the Kingdom, and while 
the Aſſembly fat, he ſhould ſee a Faws or young Deer 
running thro? the Field, which would be perſued by all 
the Company; his five Sons likewiſe would run amon 

the reſt, and whoſoever of them overtook and killed 


the Fawn, the Crown ſhould be his, and he ſhould be 


ſole Monarch of the Iſland. The Father followed the Cusged vac 
Direction of the Druid with great Exactneſs, and accor- de oe 


gad lage. 


dingly the next Day ſet out with his five Sons, and came” hm 


to Tailtean, where he found the Aſſembly fitting; and 
looking about him, he ſpied the Taum running over 
the Fields, and the whole Aſſembly left their Debates 
and perſued her ; the five Brothers ran among the reſt, 
and followed her cloſe till they came to Binncadaim, 
now called the Hill of Hoath; here a Miſt, that was raiſed 
by Enchantment, ſeparated the five Sons of Daire from 
the other Perſuers, and they continued the Chaſe, and 
'hunted her as far as Dail Maſthorb in Leinſter, where 
Lugbaidb Laighe (as the Druid had foretold) overtook 
the Fawn, and killed her. From this Tranſaction this 


Prince was called Lugbaidb Laighe, for the Word Lazghe 
in the /r:/þ ſignifies a Fawn, There goes an old Story 


of no great Credit concerning this Monarch, which, 
tho? it be a Fiction, I ſhall mention it out of Reſpect 
to its Antiquity, for it is a Fable of many hundred 


| Years 
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T Years ſtanding. This Prince, it ſeems, as he was 
F45el Sge* 


u! peg hunting in one of the Foreſts of Ireland, and was di- 
Te ana yided from his Retinue that followed him, was met by 


Fednmngol 


70 an old wither'd Hag, who, after ſome Diſcourſe with 
him, prevail'd to be admitted into his Embraces, and 
accordingly they retired to a private Place of the Wood, 
and when the King attempted to careſs her, he was 
ſurpriſed with the Appearance of a moſt beautiful young 
Lady, and inſtead of a deformed old Woman, he 
found a lovely Maid in his Arms. This Viſion re- 
preſented, as the Legend obſerves, the Genius of 
the Kingdom of [re/and, which this Monarch obtain- 
ed with great Difficulty and Danger; but tho' he 
underwent very grievous Hardſhips before he had the 
Crown fix'd upon. his Head, yet he was amply reward- 
ed for his Sufterings, with the Poſſeſſion of the Sove- 
reignty and the Riches of one of the moſt fruitful 
Iſlands in the whole World. So far is the Relation of 
this ancient Writer, but I much queſtion his Fidelity, 
and every one is left to judge for himſelf: But not- 
withſtanding the Account given of this Prince in the 
forementioned Book of Erymology, that he was the Son 
of Daire Dotmhthach, yet J am apt to believe, that the 
King I am ſpeaking of was a Perſon different from his 
Hon, and that the Prediction of the Druid belonged to 
another Man of the ſame Name. Lughaidh Laighe, 
after a Reign of ſeven Years, was ſlain by Aodh Ruadh, 
Son of Badbaburnn. 

A. M.3497 Aodh Rnadh ſucceeded in the Government; he was 
the Son of Badhuru, Son of Arrgeadhmhair, Son of 
Horlamb, Son of Finn, Son of Bratha, Son of Labhradh, 
Son of Carbre, Son of Ollamh Fodhla, of the Family of 
Ir, the Son of Mileſius King of Spam; he was Mo- 
narch of the Iſland one and twenty Years, and was un- 
fortunately drowned at Eaſiuadb. | 

2. M. 35189 Diothorba, the Son of Diomain, the Son of Arrgiodh- 
main, Son of Srlamh, of the Poſterity of I, the Son 
of Mzleſins, ſucceeded him; he likewiſe governed the 
Kingdom one and twenty Years, and died of a malig- 
nant Diſtemper at Eambam Macha. | 

A. M. 35:9. Ciombaoth Son of Fronntan, Son of Airgiodmair, Son 
of Siorlamb, Son of Finn, a Deſcendent from I, the 
Son of Mileſius, ſucceeded, and reigned over the Iſland 
twenty Years; he was at laſt deſtroyed by the Plague at 
at Eambain Macha. 

| 2 Machadb 
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Machadh Moagruadh obtained the Crown; ſhe was 
the Daughter of Apdhuaradb, Son of Badhabuirn, Son 
of Augiodmbair, Son of Hiorlamb, a Deſcendent 
from J, the Son of Mileſius; and ſhe reigned ſeven 
Years. It was in the Government of this Princeſs, that 
the Royal Palace of Eamhbain was erected; and the Rea- 
ſon why that magnificent Structure was called Eambain 
Macha is thus related in the 7r;/h Records. There cans do 
were three Princes in the Province of Ver, who for flof 12 ns 
a long Time waged continual Wars for the Govern- 1 
ment of the Iſland: Their Names were Hab Ruadb, ran do ta- 
the Son of Badburn, from whom Eaſiuadb obtained — qi 
its Name; Diathorba, the Son of Demain, from Viſne- ron. 2 
ach Meath, and Ciombabith, the Son of Fionntan from H— 
onnabhair. Theſe three Kings, after they had worn one 
another out with ſtruggling for the Crown, came at laſt 
to an Agreement, and conſented that every one ſhould 
reign Monarch ſucceſſively for the Space of twenty or one 
and twenty Years, and then he was to reſign the Govern- 
ment to his Succeflor; and by the Force of theſe Ar- 
ticles they had all their Turns, and fat upon the Throne 
according to the Treaty. Aodb Ruadb was the firſt of 
theſe three Princes that wore the Crown, and died, but 
left only a Daughter behind him, whoſe Name was 
Macha Mongruadb or the Red-haw'd Princeſs. Dia- 
thorba according to the Agreement, obtained the Govern- 
ment, and reigned the whole Time that was allotted 
him; then he reſigned, and by the Articles Crombaorh, 
who was the third Prince in Succeſſion reigned his Time 
for Aodhruadh died; as we obſerved before, and left no Son 
behind him. But the Princeſs Macha Mongruadb claim-,,, . 
ed the Throne, as ſhe was the Daughter of Aodhruadb, ta wgnu- 
and inſiſted upon her Right of Inheritance, becauſe Þ fe 
her Father, it he had lived, ſhould have ſucceeded — 
next. Diathorba meeting with this unexpected Oppoſi- 
tion, ſent for his five Sons, who were Perſons of great 
Courage and Ambition; and when he had informed 
them of the Deſign of this young Lady, they all came 
to a Reſolution to ſtand by the former Treaty, and 
vindicate their Pretenſions by the Sword; for they could 
not bear that a Woman ſhould fill the Throne of /reland, 
and attempt to govern ſo brave and warlike a People. 

The Princeſs, Macha was a Lady of an invincible 
Spirit, of a ſtrong robuſt Conſtitution, able to endure 
Hardſhips, of a bold enterpriſing Genius, and always 
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mentioned with great Honour and Reſpect by the [r:/þ 
Hiſtorians. As ſoon as ſhe heard of the Preparations 
of Diathorba and his Sons, ſhe reſolved not to be ſur- 

riſed; and therefore ſhe ſent a Summons to the prin- 

* cipal Nobility, who took her Part, and Commiſſions to 

raiſe a ſtrong Body of Troops, and with all 3 Ex- 

rug Ne) pedition to attack the Enemy. Diathorba and his 
donde ene Sons were ſupported by a numerous Army well diſci- 

xxl teac oa plined; and in a ſhort Time the two Competitors met, 

daten #3uf and their whole Forces engaged, and a moſt deſperate 

Goth Battel was fought, when the Princeſs Macha obtained a 

ba. complete Victory. This Succeſs fixed the Crown firmer 
upon her Head, and gave Peace to the Kingdom for 
ſome Time; for Diathorba did not long ſurvive the Mis- 
fortune, but died with Grief, and left his five Sons, 
whoſe Names were Baoth, Buadhach, Bras, Uallach, 
and Bohchas, to inſiſt upon their Claim, and when Op- 
portunity offered, to defend their Right. 

It was not long before theſe five Brothers, by the In- 
tereſt of their Friends, raiſed a conſiderable Body of 
Men, and reſolved once more to appear in the Field, 
and decide their Pretenſions to the Crown. But before 
they offered Battel, they diſpatched a Herald to the 
Princeſs, to demand the Government and the Poſſeſſion 
of their Right, to which they had ſo juſt a Claim, not 
only by the Treaty, but upon the Account of their 
Family, as they were deſcended from the Royal Line 
of the Liſh Monarchs. The Princeſs, inſtead of com- 
plying with the Summons, ſent the Meſſenger away 
with Indignation, and told him ſhe would ſoon chaſtiſe 
his Maſters for their Inſolence, at the Head of her vic- 
torious Army; and ſhe was as good as her Word, for 

rug hae ſoon after both Armies engaged, and fought with great 

Mavam ox Bravery, and Victory was a long Time in Suſpenſe, 

clana o. for no leſs than the Kingdom of Ireland depended 

52% upon the Event, and was to be the Prize of the Con- 

ueror: But after a bloody and ſharp Action, the con- 
1 Army of the Brothers was 33 and a ge- 
neral Rout followed, and by this Succeſs the Princeſs got 
abſolute Poſſeſſion of the Throne. 

After this Defeat, the Brothers were cloſe perſued, and 

forced to conceal themſelves in the Woods and Marſhes 

of the Country ; but they were diſcovered to the Queen, 
who reſolved upon a Stratagem to apprehend them, 
very dangerous and difficult in the Execution. It ſeems 


after 


IRELAND. 


after this Battel, ſhe was pleaſed to marry Ciombanth, 
the Son of Fionman, and to him ſhe left the Govern- 
ment of the Kingdom and the Command of the Army, 
while ſhe took upon her ſelf to go in Queſt of the 
five Pretenders, and if poſſible to une them from any 
farther Attempts upon the Crown. To bring this to 
paſs, ſhe laid by her Robes of State, and diſguiſed her 
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ſelf in an ordinary Habit ſuitable to her Deſign, and cet 241129 


changed the Colour of her Hair, which was remark- 


df1of la- 
imſ, ace 


able for its Redueſi, by powdering it with the Flour one 
of Rye: In this obſcure Dreſs ſhe ſets forward without Sa do- 

2 Topbd. 
any Attendants towards the Wood of Bumrinn, where 


the Brothers were concealed; and, after fome Search, 
ſhe found them together boiling Part of a wild Boar 
which they had hunted and killed. When ſhe advan- 
ced near them, ſhe was ſpied by the young Men, who 
were ſurpriſed at the Sight of a Woman in ſo ſolitary a 
Place; but when they recovered themſelves, they ci- 
villy aſked her to fit down and partake of what Enter- 
tainment ſhe found, for their Misfortunes had obliged 
them to that Way of Life, and their deſperate Circum- 
ſtances could ſupply them with no other Proviſion. She 
courteouſly accepted of the Invitation, and after ſhe had 
eaten, one of the Brothers, with an Air of Gallantry, 


ſaid that the Lady, tho? ſhe was none of the handſomeſt | 


in the Face, yet ſhe had fair lovely Eyes, and therefore 
declared he could not withſtand the Temptation, and 
reſolved to have a nearer Acquaintance with her. Ac- 
cordingly he takes. her by the Hand, and leads her to 
a cloſe Thicket at ſome Diſtance, and attempted to de- 
bauch her; but ſhe obſerving her Opportunity, laid 
hold upon his Arms, and after ſome Struggle, by main 
Force overcame him, and having brou be Cords with 
her for the Purpoſe, ſhe bound him fall, and returned 
to the four Brothers. gr | 
They were ſomewhat ſurpriſed to fee the Lady with - 
out her Gallant, and aſking what was become of her 


Lover, ſhe told them ſhe ſuppoſed he was aſhamed to 


appear and ſhew his Face, after he had condeſcended 
ſo much below his Quality as to converſe with ſo mean 
a Perſon; and this Reply ſhe delivered in fo modeſt a 
Manner, that they all reſolved in Turns to withdraw with 
her, and uſe her as they pleaſed, which they attempt- 
ed one after another, but he played the ſame Part with 
them all, and ſo ſecured them. By this dangerous Stra- 

1 | | tagem 
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V tagem ſhe brought them all away Priſoners with her, 
and returned to Court, where her Huſband, and the 
principal Nobility, and Commons of the Kingdom, were 
impatiently e, the Event. When ſhe had re- 
lated the Particulars of the Adventure, ſhe was applauded 
and congratulated by the whole Company, and with a 
noble Carriage ſhe delivered up her Captives. 

The five Competitors for the Crown being thus ap- 
prehended, the Council of the Kingdom fat to deter- 
mine what Sentence ſhould be paſſed upon them; and 
they unanimouſly agreed that the Peace of the Govern- 
ment would never be ſettled, unleſs they were all put 
to Death. But the Queen, who was of a merciful Diſpo- 
ſition interpoſed, and as ſhe had hazarded her own Royal 
Perſon to ſecure them, ſhe deſired their Lives might 
be ſaved; for it would be contrary to the eſtabliſhed 
Laws and Cuſtoms of the Land to proceed to Execution ; 

3 and inſiſted that inſtead of Death, their Puniſhment 

va diocꝗba might be to erect a ſtately Palace in that Province, where 

te Face the Prince ſhould always keep his Court. They agreed 
togbal. to the Juſtice of her Requeſt, and upon that Condition 
the five Brothers ſaved their Lives. 

The Queen undertook to draw the Plan of this 
Structure, which ſhe did with her Bodk:n that ſhe wore 
in her Neck, and ſerv'd to bind her Hair. The Name 
of this Royal Fabrick is Eambain Macha, and it was 
ſo called from the Pin or Bodlin that the Queen uſed 
in laying out the Area of it; for Eo in the Iriſh Lan- 

uage ſignifies a /Veedle or Bodkin, and Mun is the 
1 as Neck in Engliſb, which Words together ſound 
Zomuin, and ſometimes it is read Eambuin, becauſe it 
ſignifies the Pin of the Veck, which gave Occaſion to 
the Name: This Word, with the Name of the Queen 
joined to it, was the Reaſon that this Building was 
called Eamhai Macha. 

There is another Account mentioned in ſome 1r:/h 
Chronicles different from what we have now related, 
and aflerts that the Palace of Kambam Macha receives 
its Name from a Woman ſo called, who was Wife to 
Juin, the Son of Aduambum. This Woman, it ſeems, 
was obliged (for what Reaſon is uncertain) to run a 
Race with the Horſes of Connor, King of Ulſter, and 
(as the Story goes on) ſhe outran them, and came firſt 
to the Goal; ſhe was with Child at this Time, and 
near her 1 ; and when ſhe fell in Labour, ſhe 

Was 
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was delivered of Twins, a Son and a Daughter. The 
Barbarity of this Action, and the Pains ſhe ſuffered in 
Travail, ſo-incenſed the unfortunate Woman, that ſhe 
left a Curſe upon the Men of Uſer, and Heaven heard 
her; for the Men of that Province were conſtantly af- 
flicted with the Pas of Child-bearing for many Years, 
from the Time of Connor, who then reigned in Vier, 
to the Succeſhon of Mal, the Son of Rochruidhe. This 
Iriſh Heroine governed the W ſeven Years in a 
magnificent Manner: She was the Delight of her Sub- 
jects, and the Terror of her Enemies, but was at laſt 
lain by Reachtarce Righabearg, who ſucceeded her. 

Reachta Righdhearg was the next Monarch. He was the 4. A. 35.66 
Son of Lughaidh Laighe, Son of Eochaidb, Son of Oilioll 
Vinn, Son of Lughaigdh Lamahearg, Son of Hochaidh 
Uairceas, a Prince of the Poſterity of Heber Fionn, and 
governed the Kingdom twenty Years; he was diſtin- 
ouiſhed by the Name of Reachta Righdhearg, becauſe 
one of his Arms was exceeding Red; for the Word 
Rig in the Iriſb Language ſignifies an Arm: He was 
killed by Ugaime More in Revenge for the Death of his 
Foſter Mother. 

Uzame More, who was ſurnamed the Great, obtained 4. M 3786. 
the Crown. He was Son of Eochaiab Buaidbaig, Son of 
Duach Laidhrach, a Deſcendent from the Royal Line 
of Heremon, and he was Monarch of the Iſland thirty 
Years, or, as ſome Writers -aflert, he governed forty 
Years: He was known by the Name of Ugame More, 
becauſe his Dominions were inlarged beyond the Bounds 
of his Predeceſſors; for he was Ye ſovereign Prince of 
all the Weſtern European Iſles. This Prince had a 
very numerous Iflue; for he had five and twenty 
Children, two and twenty Sons, and three Daughters. 

When his Sons were grown up, each of them took 
upon himſelf to raiſe a Company of Soldiers, and in 
a military Manner they would march thro' the King- 
dom, and raiſe Contributions upon the Country for their 
Support, and no ſooner had one Troop left a Place, but 
another came and conſumed all the Proviſions that were 
left: This Oppreſſion was inſupportable, and the Subjects 
were forced to repreſent their Grievance to the King, 
and complain of the diſtreſſed State of the Country: Up- 
on this Remonſtrance Ugaime convened his Council, 
and conſulted how he ſhould ſuppreſs theſe violent 
Meaſures of his Sons, that were of the moſt deſtructive 
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—YY Conſequence to his People. It was their Advice, that 

do rom 1u-the Kingdom of [reland ſhould be divided into five 

3 and twenty Parts, and ſhared equally between his Chil- 

ra f- dren, under this Reſtriction, that every one of the young 

— Princes ſhould content themſelves with the Portion afſign- 
ed them, and confine themſelves within the Bounds of 
their own Territories, without preſuming to incroach 
upon the Dominions of their Neighbours. In Confir- 
mation of this Diviſion we meet with the following 
Lines in a very old Poet. 


Ugaine the Monarch of the Weſtern Je, 
Concern'd at the Oppreſſion of his People, 
Divided into equal Parts his Kingdom 
Between his five and twenty Children. 


And by the Rules of this Diviſion, the publick Taxes 
and Revenues of the Iſland were collected by the King 
of Ireland for the Space of three hundred Years after- 
wards, from the Time of this Monarch, down to the 
Provincial Ages. 

I confeſs the Kingdom of Ireland was alſo divided 
in a Manner different from this; but that Diviſion 
do tug e- Was not made by Ugaine the Great, but by Eochaidb Fe- 


dais Fel! idhliveh, who, by his Royal Donation, conferred the 


bs” Country upon his prime Miniſters. The Province of 
8 Laier he Kerrled upon Fergus, the Son of Leide; the 
dal... Province of Leinſier he beſtowed upon Roſſa, the Son 
of Fergus Tainge; the two Provinces of Munſter he gave 
to Tighernach Teadbheanach and Deagadb He divided 
the Province of Conacht between three of his Favourites, 
whoſe Names were Fiodbhach, the Son of Feig, Eochaidh 
Allat, and Teimae Son of Courach; but a particular Ac- 
count will be given of theſe Tranſactions, when the 
Courſe of this Hiſtory brings us to treat of the Reign 
of Fochaidh Ferdhlioch, a ſucceeding Monarch in the Go- 
vernment of the Kingdom. 

Uzaine left behind him two Sons Laogharre Lorck, 
and Cobhthaigh Caolmbreag, by whom the Royal Line 
of Heremon was continued; and to theſe Princes all 
the future Branches of that Family owe their Deſcent. 
After a long Reign this great Monarch was flain by 
Badhbhchadh, the Son of Eochaidb Buaidhaig, but he 
did not ſucceed him. 


Laoghaire 
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Laoghaire Lorch, the Son of Ugaine More, laid ES 
Claim to the Government, and fixed himſelf in the — 
Throne: He was the Grandſon of Eochaid Buaidbaig, 

Son of Duach Ladhrach, a Deſcendent from Heremon, 

and he wore the Crown two Years. His Mother was a 
French Princeſs, her Name was Cea/air Cru hach, a 
Daughter of the King of France; ſhe was the Wife 

of Uzaine More, and had Iflue this Monarch and his 
Brother Cohbtharg Caolmbreag. This King was diſtin- 
guiſhed by the Name of Laoghaire Lorck, becauſe he 
ſeized upon the Murtherer of his Father, who was 
Badhbhchadh, the Son of Eochaid Buaidhaig, and flew 
him; for the Word Lorck in the {rih Lan-,, 54s 
guage ſignifies Murther or Slaughter. But he was after- Ls e 
wards moſt perfidiouſſy ſlain himſelf by his Brother Cohh- n fo. 
thaig Caolmbreag at Didhion Riogh near the Bank of the 
River Bearbha. The Circumſtances of this inhuman 

Act are thus related in the Records of /re/and. The 
King Laoghaire Lorck was very kind and indulgent to 

his Brother, and ſettled a princely Revenue upon him; 

but his Bounty and Aﬀection met with very ungrate- 

ful Returns; for Cobhthaig envied his Brother the En- 
joyment of the Crown, and nothing leſs than the 
whole Kingdom would ſatisfie his Ambition; and be- 

cauſe he could not obtain his Ends, he perfectly lan- 
guiſhed for Grief and Madneſs; for his Conſtitution 

was broken, and his Body daily waſted, which brought 

him into ſo bad a State of Health, that his Life was 
deſpaired of. As ſoon as the King heard of his Sickneſs, 

and the melancholy Circumſtances he was in, he re- 
ſolved to pay him a Viſit, and ſet out with his Body 
Guards and his houſhold Troops about him for that cluamo so- 
Purpoſe. When he came to his Bed-ſide, the fick mow oy 
Prince obſerving that his Brother was attended by ge 
Men in Arms, aſked the Reaſon of ſuch a military Re- le. 
tinue, and ſeemed to reſent it, as if he ſuſpected his 
Fidelity, and dared not truſt himſelf with a ſick Man 
without ſuch awarlike Attendance : The King courteoully 
anſwered, that he never entertained the leaſt Suſpicion 

of his Loyalty or Affection, but he came in that Man- 

ner only for State, and to keep up the 43 of his 
Royal Character; but rather than make him uneaſy 

he promiſed him next the Viſit he made him, that he 
would be without a Guard; and ſo, with the moſt 


tender and compaſſionate Expreſſions, he took his Love. 
The 
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he perfidious Cobhtharg, reflecting that his Brother 
would ſoon come to viſit him alone and unattended, 
reſolved upon his Death; but not relying upon his own 
Capacity, he communicated his Deſign to a wicked 
Druid, and adviſed with him in what Manner he ſhould 
accompliſh his Purpoſe: The infamous $99h/ayer, in- 
ſtead of detecting the "Treaſon, incouraged the Con- 
ſpirator, and upon Conſultation it was agreed, that 
Cobhthaig ſhould feign himſelf to be dead, and when 
his Brother came to lament over his Body, he was to 
ſtab him with a Poniard that was to be concealed by him. 
And this barbarous Stratagem had its deſired Succels ; for 
when the News of his Brother's Death came to Lavg- 
haire, he immediately came to the Body, and as he 
was lying upon it, expreſſing his Sorrow, his Brother ſe- 
cretly thruſt his Poniard into his Belly, and ſtabbed 
him. | 

But he thought he was not ſufficiently ſecure in his 
Uſurpation by the Murther of the King, unleſs he like- 
wiſe deſtroyed all the Princes of the Blood, that might 
claim a Right, or give him anyDiſturbance in the Throne; 

reallas to- he therefore murthered Oilioll Ame, the Son of Laogharre, 

— „ and deſigned likewiſe totake away the Life of a young 

Oel 21- Prince, who was the Grandſon of his Brother, but he 

ID was ſaved almoſt by a Miracle; for when the cruel Ty- 
rant ſent for the Child, he forced him to eat a Piece 
of the Heart of his Father and Grandfather, and to 
torture him the more, he cauſed him to ſwallow a 
living Mouſe, and by ſuch inhuman Methods he re- 
ſolved to deſtroy him: But by a ſtrange Providence 
the Child was ſo affrighted with theſe Barbarities, that 
he ſeemed diſtracted, and, by the Convulſions and Ago- 
nies he was in, he perfectly loſt the Uſe of his Speech, 
which when the Uſurper perceived he diſmiſſed him 
with his Life; for he thought he would never re- 
cover his Senſes, and therefore could not be able to 
aſſert his Right, or give him Diſturbance in the Govern- 
ment. 

This young Prince was called Maoin, and was con- 
veyed away by his Friends to Corcaduibhne in the Weſt 
of Munſter, where he was entertained for ſome Time by 
Scoriat, who was the King of that Country; from thence 
he removed into France with nine of his Friends (tho' 
ſome Antiquaries are of Opinion that he went into the 
Country of Armenia) who ſoon after his Arrival diſco- 


vered 
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vered to the French King the Circumſtances of his Roy- a 
al Birth, and the tragical Hiſtory of his Misfortunes. don ratte 
The King was ſo affected with this Relation, that 4 beym. 
he received him into his Service, and ſoon after advanced 

him to be his General in chief, and fixed him in the Com- 
mand of his whole Army. He had by this Time his 
Voice reſtored, and in this Poſt he behaved with ſo 
much Bravery and Conduct, that his Character and 
Reputation increaſed daily, and was carried abroad into all 

the neighbouring Countries, and at length came to the 
Knowledge of the loyal Party in Heland; many of 
whom ned to him to avoid the Tyranny of the Uſur- 

per. The Monarch Zaobharre Lore being murther'd 

after a ſhort Reign of two Years, his Brother ſeized 

upon the Crown. 

Cobhthach Caolbreag ſet the Crown upon his own . A 4,5. 
Head; he was the Son of Ugaine More, the Son of E-. 
chaidh Buaighaig, of the Poſterity of the Royal Line of — * 
Heremon, and notwithſtanding his Uſurpation, and the la 4 tb 
Diſaffection of his Subjects, he reigned thirty Years; and, ag. Les 
if we believe ſome Chronicles, he governed the King- 
dom fifty Years. His Mother, as was obſerv'd before, 
was the Daughter of the King of France, He was 
known by the Name of Cobbrhach Caolbreag, becauſe his 
Body was ſo macerated and worn away by Envy and 
Ambition, that he ſeem'd to be a walking Shadow; he 
had no Fle/h upon his Bones, nor ſcarce any Blood in 
his Veins, and the Conſumption had reduced him to a 
Skeleton; for the Iriſßh Word Caol ſignifies Small and 
Jean, and the Place where he reſided in his Sickneſs 
was called Maghbreag, for which Reaſon he had the 
Name of Caolbreag; After this long Reign Vengeance 
overtook him, and he was ſet upon and ſlain by Maoin, 
who was called Labhradh Lomgseach, as a juſt Sacrifice 

to the Ghoſts of his Father and Grandfather. 
Labbra Loingseach was his Succeſſor; He was a Son 4. 11. 3648. 
of Oilioll Ame, Son of Laoghaire Lorck, Son of IUgaine 
More, and he wore the Crown eighteen Years, but fell 
at laſt by the Sword of Melge the Son of Cobhthach Caol- 
breag. This Monarch was a learned and valiant Prince, 
and acquired ſuch Reputation when he commanded the 
Army of France, that Moriat, the Daughter of S$corzat, the 
King of Fearmorck, in the Weſt of Munſter, charm'd 
with the Relation of his Exploits, conceived a wonder- 
ful Affection for him, and wy deſperately in Love with + 
| | S . him; 
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him: And to diſcover her Paſhon and recommend her 
ſelf to his Eſteem, ſhe imployed an eminent Muſician 
that was then in /reland, whoſe Name was Gaſtine to 
= eud® carry over a Letter to France, with a noble Preſent 
nartcine f ; 
rene don Of Jewels, and to deliver them in a proper manner to 
Frame SFr the General, as a Teſtimony of her Love and the Value 
irs, ſhe had for him. The Muſician faithfully executed his 
Meſſage, and arriving in France, he found a Way to 
have Acceſs to Labhradh: When he was introduced to 
him, he delivered his Credentials, and then rook out 
his Harp, and played a moſt raviſhing Tune, which 
was the 3 received, becauſe he ſung with it a Poem 
that was compoſed by the young Lady in Praiſe of the 
heroic Actions of the General. From this happy Ad- 
venture, Lahhradh reſolved to vindicate and proſecute 
his Right to the Crown of [/reland: And when he had 
communicated his Deſign to ſome of the prime Mini- 
ſters of the Heuch Court that were his Friends, and 
concerned for his Intereſt, they took an Opportunity 
to remind the King of the Pretenſions of Labbradb 
to the Iriſh Throne, and deſired he would be pleaſed 
to aſſiſt him in the Recovery of his Right. The Kin 
convinced of the juſtice of the Cue, complied with 
their Requeſt, and gave immediate Orders for a Body 
of two thouſand and two hundred choice Troops to be 
ready, and a Number of Ships to tranſport them. With 
theſe Forces Labhradh ſet to Sea, and landed in the Har- 
bour of /Yexford. Upon his Arrival he had Intelli- 
gence that Cobhthach Caolbreag, who had uſurped the 
Crown, reſided at that Time at Diabion Riogb, where 
he kept his Court, attended by his Miniſters and No- 
bility, who had ſubmitted to his Tyranny. Labhradb 
reſolved, if poſſible, to ſurpriſe him, and therefore 
marched with all Expedition, and came upon him un- 
prepared, and put the old Uſurper and all his Retinue 
to the Sword. He immediately inſiſted upon his here- 
ditary Right, and was proclaimed King of Jreland. 
"abuy t«- After he had killed the Tyrant in his own Court, 
OY ſurrounded by his Nobles, and cut off all his Favourites 


Earce caot and Attendants, the Chronicles relate that a certain 


mbrede dn- 
win 1210. 


Druid, ſurpriſed at the Bravery of this Action, aſked 
ſome of his Retinue, who was that gallant Hero, who had 
the Policy to deſign, and the Courage to execute ſuch an 
Exploit; he was anſwered that the Name of the General 
was L1ngseach, Can Lumgseach ſpeak, ſays the tn 
: 
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It was replied he can; for which Reaſon that Motiarch WWW 
was called by the Name of Labbradh Luingseach; for 
Labhradh in the Iriſh Language ſignifies to ſpeak; and 
by this additional Title was Maoin always diſtinguiſh- 
ed in the Hiſtory of Ireland, wherever he is mentioned. 

This Prince was the Inventor of a Sort of green- 
headed Partiſans, in the Iriſh called Laighne, and gave 
Orders that they ſhould be uſed by his whole Army; 
from theſe military Weapons it was, that the Inhabi- 
tants of the Province of Gazhan, now called Leinſter, 
were known by the Name of Laighne, as the Poet makes 
the Obſervation in this Manner. 


Two thouſand and two hundred of the Galls, 
With broad green Partiſans of poliſhed Steel, 
Landed at Wexford on the Iriſh Coaſts, 

From whence the Province called of old Gailian, 
Obtained the Name of Leinſter, 


When Labbradh had deſtroyed the Tyrant, and fix- 
ed himſelf in quiet Poſſeſſion of the Government, he 
reſolved to ** his Addreſſes to the young Princeſs, 
who ſo generouſly offered him her Love, and firſt 
inſpired him with Reſolution to vindicate his Right 
to the Crown of Ireland; he therefore waited up- 
on her with a noble Retinue, and took his Favou- 
rite C aſtine the Muſician with him, and had the Hap- 
pineſs to be well received by the Father of the Lady, 
and they were ſoon married with great Solemnity. _ 
If a Reaſon ſhould be demanded why this Monarch, 
when he was forced to fly out of Ireland, choſe rather 
to apply for Refuge to the French Court, than to re- 
tire to any other Country: We are to conſider that he 
was nearly related by Blood to the French King ; for it 
was obſerved before, that Ceaſair Chruthach was a Daughter 
of a King of France, and was married to Ugame More, 
by whom ſhe had two Sons Laoghaire Lairc and Cobh- 
thach Caolbreag ; and this Prince, whoſe Life we 
are writing, was the Grandſon of Laoghaire Lairc. 
Another Inducement, which prevailed upon him to do b c 
fly to France for Protection, was becauſe there was 282 E 
very ſtrict League and familiar Intercourſe between the teay _ to- 
Province of Leinſter and the Kingdom of Hance; and 'z*avatab 
it is obſerved that every Province of Ireland maintained Wye... 


likewiſe a Correſpondence with the Country beyond le yen am- 
the ren 0 7e. 
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the Seas that was neareſt to it. The O Nezls were in 
. Friendſhip and Alliance with Scorland, the Province of 
Munſter with England, the Province of Ulſter with Spain, 
the Province of Conacht with Males, and the Province 
of Leinſter, as before mentioned, with the Kingdom of 
France. This friendly Intercourſe is taken notice of by 
thefamous 7orna O Mac Cionaire, who in his Time 
was one of the principal Pocts and Antiquaries of the 
Iſland; the Lines are theſe, 


Each of the Iriſh Provinces obſery'd 

A ſtrict Alliance with the neigbouring Nations; 
O Neills correſponded with the Scots, | 
The Men of Munſter «with the valiant Engliſh ; 
Th Inhabitants of Ulſter loud the Spaniards, . 
Of Conacht, A in Friendſhip with the Britains, 
Of Leinſter, traded ſafely with the French. 


We are to remark in this Place, that all the Princes that 
govern'd the Province of Leſter were the lineal Deſcen- 
dents of this [r:/þ Monarch Labhradb Loingseach, ex- 
cept O Nuallaim, who was of the Poſterity of Cobhthach 
Caolbreag. | 
From this mutual Correſpondence and Intercourſe, 
kept up between the Provinces of Ireland, and the 
Re ee. Countries, aroſe that Reſemblance to be 
obſerv'd in the Carriage and Deportment of the Ii 
with the Manners of thoſe adjacent Foreigners, 
eo bi cer: The Names of the principal Families, that were to 
mullaf ag be found in Leinſter arc theſe following; O Connor Falie 
nary ect with all the Branches derived from him; he was de- 
one . ſcended from Roſa Failge, the eldeſt Son of Cathaorr 
; More; the Family of the Cavanaghs Murplays,the Toolls 
in Iriſb O Tuathaill, the O Branains, the O Macgiolla 
Patricks, in Engliſh Fitz Patricks, the O Dunn, O Dem- 
ſey, O Dwir, O Ryans and the ſeveral Deſcendents that came 
from them. The greateſt Part of the Inhabitants of 
Leinſter proceeded from Cathaorr More, but Macgiolla 
Patrick did not deſcend from him; for the Branches 
parted in Breaſal Breac the Son of Hachadb Fobharaicc 
fourteen Generations before Cathair More, including 
Cathaoir and Breaſal. This Breaſal Breac we are to ob- 
ſerve had two Sons; their Names were Lughaidh Loth- 
fin and Conla: the Province of Ulſter was divided be- 
tween theſe Brothers; Lugbaidb and his Poſterity poſſeſs d 
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the Country from the River Bearbha Eaſtwards, and = 
from thence Weſtwards to Highabala, was the Portion 

of Conula and his Deſcendents. And this Diviſion is 


taken Notice of by a very antient Poem, which begins 
in this manner /Vao:mſheanchus Inſi Fail. 


Lughaidh and Conla, Princes of Renown, 

Deſcended from the valiant Breaſal Breac : 
The Men of Offery were derived from Conla, 
And Lughaidh eldeſt of the two began 

The noble Family of the O Dwyres. 


This ancient Tribe of the O Dwyres, was divided in 
the fifth Degree before Cathaorr More in this Manner: 
Cathaoir More was the Son of Feidblim Fiorurglas, Son of 
Cormac Gealtagaoth , Son of Niachorb, Son of Conchorb, 
who had a Son that was called Cairbre Chithiochairr, 
who was the great Anceſtor of this illuſtrious Family. 

The Tribe of the O Ryans deſcended from Nathy 

Son of Criomthun, Son of Hana Cmmſealach, the ſeventh 
Generation from Cathacir More. From the ſecond Son 

of Ugame More whole Name was Cobbthach Caolbreag gone non 
were derived the Poſterity in general of S$o/ Cn, and ceap a ng. 
likewiſe the Tribes of Hiachadh Sreabhthime and Hochaidb an — 
Dubhleia, and all other Branches of thoſe Families that ig 
deſcended from Capa, as will more particularly be obſerv'd, 

when the Genealogy of the Mileſians comes to be con- 

ſidered. | 

There is a Fable to be met with in the ancient 
Manuſcripts of Ireland, that relates to this Prince Labh- 
radh Loingscach; No doubt it refers to ſome very re— 
markable Tranſactions in his Reign; but at this Diſtance 
of Time it is impoſſible to trace out the Moral of it; 
every Perſon therefore is at Liberty to draw what Con- 
ſequences from it he pleaſes: I ſhall tranſcribe it faith- 
fully, obſerving only that ſome of the Incidents of it are 
very curious, and becaule of its Antiquity it may not 
be unworthy of a Place in this Hiſtory. 

As the Story goes therefore, this Monarch Labbradb dd an ach- - 
Loineseach, had Ears of a very immoderate Length Male. 
which reſembled the Ears of a Horſe; and to conceal afean leab- 
this Deformity from the Notice of his Subjects, when 5" 8 
he had his Hair cut, the Perſon that ſerved him in Sgribn 
that Office was ſure to loſe his Life; for he was immediately 57 nf 
kill d leſt heſhould diſcover this Blemiſh in the King and dais gan 

Tt expoſe 
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SLY expoſe him to the Contempt and Ridicule of his Peo- 


bonpdned 
ay pa ple. It was therefore a Cuſtom among the Hair-cutters 


va i te of the Kingdom, to determine by Lots who ſhould ſuc- 


TK cced in this deſperate Employment, which always be- 


an Nog yo came vacant every Year; for once within that Time 
— the King was conſtantly uſed to have his Hair cut from 
below his Ears, and by that means expoſed the Length 
of them to his Barber. It happened upon a Time 
that the Lot to officiate in this Poſt fell upon a young 
Man, the Son of a poor Widow, and he was her onl 
Child; the ſorrowful Mother apprehending the Loſs of 
her Son, was overwhelmed with Grief, and applied her 
ſelf to the King, lamenting her Misfortune, and in- 
treating his Royal Mercy to ſpare her Child. This 
moving Scene had that Effect as to obtain the Life of 
the young Man; but it was upon this Condition, that 
he would never divulge a Secret that ſhould be com- 
mitted to him, nor reveal what he ſhould obſerve 
under the Penalty of forfeiting his Life. The young 
Man joyfully complied with theſe Terms, which he 
thought very favourable and eaſy to obſerve, and cut 
the King's Hair; but when he diſcovered his Ears, he 
was ſomewhat ſurpriſed, but outwardly took no Notice: 
Yet when he came home, he fell deſperately ſick (for 
Secrecy, it ſeems, was ever a Burthen) and he was ſo 
oppreſſed with the Weight of the Diſcovery he made, 
that he would admit of no Remedy, and wasreduced to 
the very Brink of Death. His Mother, ſorely afflicted with 
this Misfortune, applied her ſelf for Advice to an emi— 
nent Diuid, who was a Phy/icran in the Neighbourhood, 
who came to the Youth, and ſoon perceived that his 
Diſtemper was not the Effect of a natural Cauſe; and 
examining his Patient, he told him his Art was ineffec- 
tual in his Caſe, for his Recovery was impoſſible, un- 
leſs he was diſburthened of an important Secret, which 
lay heavy upon him; but even the Remedy was as bad 
as the Diſeaſe, for if he divulged it he was ſure to loſe his 
Life; and this miſerable Difficulty, and the Apprehen- 
lion of Death either Way, was the true Occaſion of his 
Sickneſs. The Druid repreſented the Circumſtances of 
the young Man to his Mother, and by way of Remedy 
contrived a Method between the two Extremes that 
would anſwer the Purpoſe, and have the deſired Effect; 
he obſerved to her, that tho' her Son was under ſtrict 
Obligations not to diſcover the Secret to any Perſon 


mY living, 
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living, yet this did not hinder but he might divulge 
and repeat it in the open Air; and therefore he ad- 
viſed him to go to a neighbouring Wood, and when 
he came to a Meeting of four Highways, to turn upon 
the Right Hand, and the firſt Tree he came to, to apply 
his Lips cloſe to it, and whiſper the Secrer. The young 
Man exactly followed the Preſcription of the Druid, 
and a Millu Tree being the firſt he came to, he de- 
livered himſelf of the Secret, and found immediate Eaſe, 
for he ſoon recovered of the Diſtemper, which began 
to leave him in his Return home. 
Soon after this it happened, that the Haip of Gaſtine, 
the King's principal Muſician, was broke, and there- 
fore he came to this Wood to cut down a Tree, that was 
proper to make him a new Inſtrument ; and by chance he 
made choice of the //;/lzw that the young Hair-cutter aa eu 
had whiſpered the Royal Secret to; the Muſician car- Scribe 
ried the Tree home, and made a Harp out of it; and nn ed 
when it was ſtrung and put into Order, it would ſound 
but one Tune, the Words of which in Jriſh are theſe, 
da Chluais Chapuil ar Labhradh Lomgseach, which is as 
much as to ſay in Eugliſb, Labhradh Loingſeach has the 
two Ears of an Horſe. This ſurpriſed the Muſician, 
and the Fame of this wonderful Inſtrument was carried 
all over the Kingdom; others of the ſame Profeſſion 
attempted to touch it, but it was always in the ſame 
Tune, which ſo amazed the King, that he thought 
the Hand of Heaven was concerned in this Miracle, 
which he believed was ſent by the Gods, who were of- 
fended at his Cruelty, for putting to Death ſo many 
of the young Men of his Kingdom, only to conceal his 
Deformity from his Subjects. And this Reflection had 
that Impreſſion upon his Mind, that he repented of the 
Barbarity he had uſed, and openly expoſed his Jong Ears raorte + 
all his Life afterwards. This Relation, tho? according dd ze 7 
to the Letter of it, mult be falſe, yet Iam apt to believe, nab nal48 
could we come at the genuine Moral of it, the Gets” 2 
cumſtances of the Fable would appear very beautiful. 
Meilge Mollibach got Poſſeſſion of the Throne of“ M 3666. 
Ireland; He was the Son of Cobhthach, Son of Cob da thay 
thaig Caolbreag, of the royal Line of Heremon; His tap an 
reign continued ſeven Years till he was kill'd by Mogha g. * 
(Horb, the Son of Cobthaig Caomb. L ; 
Modhchorb was his Succeſſor, he was the Son of 4: N 365: 
Cobhthaig Caomh, Son of Reachta Rughdeard, Son of Lu- 
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WYV ghaidh Laighde, a Prince of the Poſterity of Heber Fionn, 


he govern'd the Kingdom ſeven Years: and was ſlain 


by Angus Olamh. 


A. M. 3689. Angus Olamh Son of Oiliolla, Son of Labhradh Loing- 


ſeach a Deſcendent from Heremon ſucceeded ; He reign- 
ed eighteen Years and fell by the Sword of Jaran Gleo- 
fathach, Son of Meilge. 


A. M. 3658. Jaran Gleoſathach was the ſucceeding Monarch; He 


was the Son of Meilge, Son of Cobbthach Caolbreag, 
Son of Ugaine More, lineally deſcended from Heremom. 
His Reign continued ſeven Years, and he was lain by 
Feachorb, Son of Modhchorb, The Reaſon why he was 
diſtinguiſhed by the Name of Gleofathach, was, becauſe 
he was a Perſon of great Wiſdom and Judgment, of 
fine natural Parts, which he improved by Study, and 
became a very accomplith'd Prince. 

A.M. 3:06, Fearchorb obtain'd the Crown; He was the Son of 
Modchorb, Son of Cobhthach Caomb, of the royab Po- 
ſterity of Heber Fionn, and he govern'd the Iſland eleven 
Years. He loſt his Crown and his Life by the Sword 
of Conla, the Son of Jaran Gleofathach. 

A. M. 3516. Conla Guaidh Cealgach Son of Jaran Gleofathach, Son 
of Meilge, Son of Cobhthach Caolbreag, Son of Ugaine 
More, a Prince deſcended from Heremon, was his Suc- 
ceſſor; He wore the Crown four Years: but the Man- 
ner of his Death is not recorded in the Hiſtory of the 
Iriſßh Monarchs. It may be ſuppoſed he died naturally 
becauſe he was ſucceeded by his Son. 

A.M. 3520, Oilioll Caiſbiaclach Son of Conla Cruaidh Cealgach, Son 
of Jaran Gleofathach, of the royal Line of Heremon, was 
the ſucceeding Prince; He reigned over the Kingdom 
twenty five Years, and was ſlain by Adamhar Foltchaom 
at Tara. 

A.M. 3:45. Adambar Folichaoin ſat next upon the Throne; He 
was the Son of Fearchorb, Son of Mogha Chorp, a li- 
neal Deſcendent from Heber Fionn, and reigned hve 
Years. 

A.M. 3-50, ochadl Foltleathan ſucceeded ; He was the Son of ili 
olla Casfhiaclach, Son of Conla Cruaidh Cealgach, a 
Prince of the Poſterity of Heremon, and was Monarch 
of the Ifland eleven Years; He was ſlain by Feargns 
Fortamhuill. | 

4 wide, Feargus Fortambuill was his Succeſſor ; He was the 
Son of Brea/al Breac, Son of Aongus Gailine, Son of 
Oiliolla Brachain, Son of Labhardh Loingseach, deſcen if 
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from the Line of Heremon, and reigned twelve Years. WWW 
He was known by the Name of Feargus Fortamhuill, bug edtand 
becauſe he was a Prince of exceeding great Strength ag rn 
of Body, and brave beyond any of his Time, 8 
but fell at laſt by the victorious Sword of Aongus Tuirm- 

heach. 

Angus Tuirmbeach got Poſſeſſion of the Throne; 4. M. 3773: 
he was the Son of Eochaidb Folileathan, Son of Oilliolla 
Caisſhiaclach, of the Poſterity of Heremon, and he go- 
verned the Kingdom thirty Years; and according to 
the Computation of other Writers he was Monarch 
ſixty Years. He was diſtinguiſhed by the Name of 
Aongus Tuirmbeach upon the Account of the invincible 
Shame he conceived for violating the Chaſtity of his 
Daughter and getting her with Child. He could never 
bear to be ſeen publickly, he was ſo much concern'd at 
that abominable Act, tho? it was committed when he 
was dGvercome with Wine. The Effect of this inceſtu- 
ous Crime was a Son, whoſe Name was Fiachadh Ve- bu grgeae- 
armara. We are to obſerve, that the Word Turrmbeach, N 
in the Liſh Language, ſignifies a Senſe of Ba/hfulneſs or faꝶi rena 
Shame, which gave Occaſion to the Name of that Prince: fe 
And the Son the young Lady bore him was called H- 
achadh Fear mara, becauſe he was conveyed away pri- 
vately, and expoſed in a ſmall Boat, without any At- 
tendants, to the Mercy of the Sea. But Care was taken 
to furniſh him with very rich Mantles and other Con- 
veniences; and to defray the Expence of his Mainte- 
nance and Education, there was a Number of very va- 
luable Jewels laid by him, which was a Teſtimony of 
his Extraction, and that he was a Child of no ordi- 
nary Quality. In this Manner the Infant was expoſed, 
and muſt have periſhed, if the Boat had not ſoon been 
diſcovered, floating upon the Sea, by a Company of 
Fiſhermen, who inſtantly made up to it, and took out 
the diſtreſſed Babe, and provided a Nurſe for him with 
all the Care that the Meanneſs of their Condition was ca- 
pable of. This Hongus Tuirmbeach had a Son that was 
legitimate, whoſe Name was Eanda Agbnach, from 
whom the Tribe of Hioll Cuin in general deſcended, 
This Iriſb Monarch was lain at Tara. 

Conall Callambrach ſucceeded in the Throne; he was 4. M 3803 
the Son of Eidinſgeoil, Son of Eochaidb Foltleathan, Son 
of Oiliolla Carsfhiaclach, deſcended from the Line of 
Heremon, and governed the Kingdom five Years. He 
Uu Was 


170 
* 


A. M. 3808. 


A. M. 3815. 


A. M. 3843. 


A. M. 3850. 


A. M. 3880. 
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was killed by Niadh Seadhamhuimn, a Prince of the Po- 
ſterity of Heber Fionn. 

Niadh Seadhamhuin was his Succeſſor; he was the Son 
of Adamar Folichaoin, Son of Firchorb, deſcended from He- 
ber Fionn, and reigned over the Iſland ſeven Years. In his 
Reign the wild Hinds would come of their own Ac- 
cord from the Woods and Mountains, and ſuffer them- 
ſelves to be milked as quietly as Cows and the tameſt 
Cattel: They, it ſeems, were under the Enchantment 
of a Woman who was the Mother of this Monarch, and 
a Sorcereſs of Diſtinction in thoſe Times, whoſe Name 
was Fleidhis. But her Art could not preſerve the Life 
of her Son; for he was ſlain by Eanda Aghnach. 

Kanda Ajzhnach obtained the Crown; he was the 
Son of Aongus Tuirmbeach Teamharach, Son of Eochaidh 
Foltleathan, deſcended from the Royal Stem of Here- 
mon, and was poſſeſſed of the Government eight and 
twenty Years. This Prince was called by the addi- 
tional Name of Eanda Awghnach, becauſe he was of a 
very bountiful Diſpoſition, and exceedingly munificent 
in his Donations; for the Word Arghnach in the [r:/h 
Language ſignifies /beral, free, and hoſpitable. This 
Monarch loſt his Life by the Hands of Cr:ombthan Cr 

rach, 

Criombthan Croſgrach filled the Throne of [reland; he 
was the Son of Feidblim Fortruin, Son of Fergus Fortam- 
hail, Son of Breaſal Breac, of the Line of Heremon, 
and governed the Kingdom ſeven Years. He was 
diſtinguiſhed by the Title of Cr:ombthan Croſerach, be- 
cauſe he behaved with that Bravery at the Head of 
his Army, that he was victorious in every Battel he 
fought; for the Word Cro/grach in the Iriſh Tongue 
ſignifies Slaughter and Bloodſhed in the Enghſh. He was 
flain by Rogerns, the Son of Shry. | 

Rughruidhe, ſirnamed the Great, was his Succeſſor ; 
he was the Son of Hithrigbe, Son of Dubh, Son of Fom- 
har, Son of Aingeadmbar, Son of Hiorlamb, Son of Finn, 
deſcended from the illuſtrious Line of IV, the Son of 
Mileſius, King of Hain. He was the Monarch of the 
Ifland thirty Years; but if we give Credit to another 
Computation, he ſat on the Throne ſeventy Years, and 
died a natural Death at Arrgiod Roſs. 

Jonadhmhar , the Son of NMiaſeagbambuin, Son of 

amar, derived from the princely Stock of Heber 
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Honn, ſucceeded; he reigned three Years, and loſt his 
Life by the Sword of Breaſal Bodhiabha. 

Breaſal Bodhiabha fixed himſelf in the Government; 4. M. 3883. 
he was the Son of Rugbraidb, Son of Sithridb, Son of 
Dub, Son of Fomhar, Son of Airgeadmhar, Son of do bi bo ap 
Horlamb, deſcended lineally from Ir, the Son of Mile- ele 
ſms, King of Hain. He was known by the Name of hg pore. 
Breaſal Bodhiabha, becauſe, during his Reign, a moſt 
peſtilential Murrain happened, which raged with that 
Fury among the Cows and Bl/ack Cartel, that moſt of 
them thro' the whole Kingdom died; for the Word 
Bodhiabha in the Iriſh Language ſignifies the Morta- 
lity of Kine or black Cattel. This Prince, after a Reign 
of eleven Years, was killed by Laghaidh Luaghne. 

Lugbaidb Luaghne ſeized upon the Crown. He was A. M. 3894. 
the Son of Jonadhmbar, Son of Niaſeaghamhuin, of the 
Royal Poſterity of Heber Fionn, and governed the King- 
dom five Years; he was ſlain by Congall Claringneach. 

Congall Clarmgneach, the Son of Rugruidh, Son of 4. M. 3899. 
Sithridh Son of Dubh, deſcended from the Line of 
Ir, the Son of Milęſius, King of Spain, ſucceeded 
his Reign continued thirteen Years, and he fell by the 
Sword of Duach Dalia Deaghadh. 

Duach Dalia Deaghadh was his Succeſſor ; he was the 4. M. 3912: 
Son of Carbre Loiſgleathan, Son of Lughaidh Luaghne, Son 
of Jonadhmhar, of the Royal Stock of Heber Fionn; 
he ruled the Kingdom of [reland ten Years. This Prince 
was diſtinguiſhed by the Title of Duach Dalia Deaghadb, duas , de- 
becauſe his Father Carrbre Loiſgleathan had two Sons, the 345 a 
Monarch we are ſpeaking of, whoſe Name was Duach, bay Haniy 
and another that was called Deaghadh. Theſe twoemor 
Brothers were Princes of great Valour and militar 
Conduct, and were equally worthy of the Ih Throne. 
But the Right of Succeſſion was inveſted in Duach, who 
was the elder Brother, and therefore he ſeized upon 
the Sovereignty, and fixed himſelf in Poſſeſſion: But 
the younger Brother Deaghadh reſolved to diſpute it 
with him in the Field, and, to ſupport his Pretenſions, 
he raiſed an Army. But before be had put himſelf at 
the Head of his Forces, his Brother, who was the 
reigning Prince, was advertiſed of the Treaſon, and 
ſent for him to Court, but in a friendly Manner, as 
if he underſtood nothing of his Purpoſe. He accord- 
ingly came, and was no Beger arrived but he was taken 
into Cuſtody, and had his Eyes put out to make him 

2 incapable 
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WYV incapable to perſue his ambitious Deſigns; but {till he 
doing allowed him a handſome Revenue, and maintained him 
an dude yo. like a Prince all his Life-time. From this Tranſaction 
Duach received the additional Names of Dalia Deag- 
hadh; for the Word Dalta in the [r:/h Language ſig- 
nifies a Fofter Father, which this Prince was to his Bro- 
ther Deaghadh, by the Care he took of him as long as 
he lived. But this Method to ſecure himſelf in the 
Throne, could not defend him from the Attempts of 
Fachtna Fathach, who ſlew him, and reigned after him, 
This Event concerning the Blindneſs of Deagbadb is 


obſerved by an ancient Poet in theſe Lines. 


Deaghadh invited to his Brothers Court, 
Inhoſpitably had his Eyes ſcoop'd out; 

His Crimes did ſcarce deſerve a milder Fate, 
For Treaſon muſt be puniſhed without Mercy. 


A.M. 3922, Fachina Fathach was the ſucceeding Monarch; he was 
the Son of Rughruidbe, Son of Hiſibrigh, Son of Dubh, 
Son of Fomhar, Son of Airgeadmhar, a Deſcendent 
from the Line of Ir, the Son of Mileſius, King of 
Spain, and governed the Kingdom eighteen Years: 
He was known by the Name of Fachina Fathach, be- 
cauſe he was a Prince of great Learning and Wiſthm, 
and poſſeſſed of many excellent Accompliſhments: He 
eſtabliſhed the moſt wholſome Laws for the Govern- 
ment of his People, whom he ruled with ſignal Pru- 
dence and Moderation. For the Word Fathach in the 
Iriſh Language ſignifies Wiſdom or Diſcretion. This 
Monarch, notwithſtanding his princely Qualities, was 
ſlain by Eochaidh Feibdlioch. | 

A. M 394%, Hochaidb Feidhlioch filed the Throne: He was the 
Son of Vinn, Son of Finlgha, Son of Roigbnein Ruadb, 
Son of Eaſambuin Eamhna, Son of Blathachta, Son of 
Labhra Luirc, Son of Kana Aigbneach, Son of Aongus 
Tuirmbeach, deſcended from the Line of Heremon; and 
he govern'd the Kingdom twelve Years. The Mother 
of this Prince was Benia the Daughter of Criombthan ; 
and the Reaſon for which he was known by the Name 
of Eochaidb Fridhlioch, was becauſe he labour'd under 


ſo melancholy a Dejection of Spirits, that he was * 
oppreſs'd with Vapours, and would draw out his ge 


to a very immoderate Length; for the Word Fil in 
the :/þ Language ſignifies as much as a great Lengib 
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in Engh/h, and Uch or Och is the Iriſh term for a H, 
which gave Occaſion to his Name. He contracted this 
Sadneſs of Mind upon the Loſs of three of his Sons, 
who were Princes of very promiſing Hopes, but were 
unfortunately ſlain in the Battel of Dromchriadh, and 
this Habit of $7ghimg that was upon him followed him 
to his Grave. Theſe three Brothers were called the 
three Fineambna's, becauſe they were all born at a Birth; 


73 


for the Word Amaoin in the Iriſh Tongue ſignifies to ,, c pre. 
Deny, for none of them ever denied the extraordinary «ima an xo 


Manner of their Birth, but took Pleaſure upon all Oc- © 


caſions to relate the Circumſtances of it. The Names 
of theſe young Princes were Breas, Nar, and Lothar, 
and their Mother was Clothfionn, a very virtuous Lady, 
the Daughter of Eochaidb Uchileathan. 

This Monarch Eochaidb Feidhlioch, was the firſt that 
laid out the Diviſion of the ih Provinces: The Pro- 
vince of Conacht he divided into three Parts between 


three of his Favourites; their Names were Fjodbach, cug ror e- 
Son of Feig, Eochaidh Allat and Tinne the Sons of Con- cba fesw- 


rach; he conferred upon Hodbach all the Country from 


10C eoige- 
avd e do 


a Place called Fiodhach to Limerick; upon Eochaidh Ai dream d- 


lat he beſtowed the Territory from Jorrus Dombnan and 


Conrach Magh SFainb he gave the Tract of Land that ex- 
tends from Fiodbach to Teamharr Broghamadh ; he like- 
wiſe gave him Poſſeſſion of all the ancient Territories 
of Tabdin. Feargus, the Son of Leigbe, was ſettled by 
his Authority in the Province of er; he inveſted Roa 
the Son of Feargus Fairge in the Province of Leinſter; 
the two Provinces of Munſter he beſtowed upon T7ighe- 
nach Teadhbheamach and Deaghadah; and this Diviſion 
and Inveſtiture of the Country continued during his 
whole Reign. 

Eochaidh, after he had thus divided the Kingdom, 
went into Conacht ; for he determined to erect a roy- 
al Palace in that Province, and there to keep his Court: 
Upon his Arrival he ſummon'd the three petty Princes 
of the Province to attend him, and informing them of 


his Deſign, required that they ſhould agree upon a pro- 


per Place for the building of this Fabrick, where he 
reſolved to fix his Reſidence. Two of theſe Princes, 
Zochaidb Allat and Frodhawdh refuſed abſolutely to com- 
ply with this Demand; andtold him to his Face, that the 
Revenue which belonged to their Share of the n; 
+ 4 an 
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Gallway to Daibh and Drobhaois; to Tinne the Son of 
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and what Taxes and Contributions fell to them, they 
would pay as uſual into the Royal Exchequer at Tara. 
But the tir Prince, who was Tinne, the Son of Con- 
rach, being a Courtier, made an Offer of any Part of 
his Country for the King to build upon; which Com- 
pliance of his fo pleaſed the King, that he beſtowed up- 
on him his Daughter, a very beautiful Lady, whoſe 
Name was Me:idhbh, whom he ſoon married by the 
Conſent of the Princeſs; and in a ſhort Time he had, 
by the Nobleneſs of his Carriage and his other princely 
Accompliſhments, ſo recommended himſelf to the Fa- 
vour and Eſteem of the King, that he conceived a 
very great Affection for him, and admitted him in all 
his Councils of State, made an inviolable League and 
Friendſhip with him, and advanced him to be prime 
Miniſter of the Kingdom. 
It being agreed that a royal Palace ſhould be erected 
in the Province of Conacht, the King conſulted with 
his Druids and Soothſayers what Parts of the Country 
would be moſt propitious for the Undertaking. They 
immediately had Recourſe to their Art, and found that 
Drum na ndruagh, now called Cruachan, was the moſt 
proper and fortunate Place for this royal Building. 
The Plan was drawn by the moſt eminent Architects, 
do togab and they ſet about the Work with that Application, 
1 that the Ditch, which was very large, and was to ſur- 
7 round the whole Pile, was finiſhed within the Compaſs 
of one Day. This Fabrick went under the Name of 
Rath Eochaidh, and was likewiſe called Rath Cruachan. 
Upon the Marriage of Tinne with this Iriſh Princeſs, 
the King beſtowed upon him the Sovereignty over all the 
Province of Conacht, and made him the King of it; and 
a Diference ariſing between him and one of the petty 
Princes Eochaidh Allat, he flew him in an Engagement, 
| and gave away his Share of the Province to Oilioll Fionn. 
Meibb, who was called Queen of Conacht, made a Preſent 
of the Palace of RathHochaiab to her Mother, whoſe Name 
was Cruachan Crodhearg, from whom that royal Struc- 
ture chang'd its Name, and was called Rath Cruachain 
to this Day. This Tranſaction is delivered down to 
Poſterity by a very ancient Poet in this Manner, 


The Royal Palace of Rath Eochaidh, 
Was called Druim Druagh and Tuluig Aidhne, 


: 
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But afterwards obtained a nobler Name, WY 1 
Of Rath Cruachan, from the virtuous Lady 1 
Cruachan Crodearg. 


Tinne, the Son of Conrach, reigned with his Queen | 
Meidhbh for many Years over the Province of Conacht, | = 
but he was at laſt ſlain at Tara by Monnidbir, other- F 
wiſe called Maceacht. After his Deceaſe Meidhbh ad- db mews h 
miniſtred the Government for ten Years; then ſhe mar- *<1#mblag- 
ried Oilioll More, the Son of Roſſa Ruadh, who came „ 
out of Leinſter; but it is ſuppoſed he was born in Co- barteme 
nacht; for his Mother, whoſe Name was Martha Muire- — 
aſs, was originally a Lady of that Province; ſhe bore 
ſeven Sons to Oilioll More, who were diſtinguiſhed by 
the Name of the ſeven, Maine, her Huſband was at 
length run thro? with a Lance by Cynall Cearnach, not- 
8 he was of a great Age: The Place where 
this Act was committed was Guachan; but the Inhabj- 
tants and the neighbouring People were ſo alarmed at 
this Murther, that the Shale Country of Conacht was 
up in Arms, and made fo cloſe a Perſuit after Conall 
Cearnach, that they overtook and killed himin Revenge 
for the Death of Oulioll More, who was very much eſteem- 
ed in that Province. 

After the Death of Oilioll More the Government re- 
turn'd a ſecond Time into the Hands of Meidbbh; and 
whilſt ſhe was a Widow and the Queen of Conacht, there 
aroſe a moſt unhappy Difference between her Subjects 
and the Inhabitants of Uſer over which Province Con- 
nor was then King. This Conteſt broke out into open 
Hoſtilities, and occaſioned a long War; but to give a 
particular Relation of theſe Occurences, I am obliged eywn na 
to trace the Account of them to the very Beginning, afra an- 
and particularly take Notice of the Death of the three 
Sons of iſucach, which was the true Cauſe that gave 
Birth to theſe fatal Commotions. 

Connor at that Time was poſleſſed of the Govern- 
ment of Uſer, and being invited to a ſplendid Enter- 
tainment at the Houſe of one Feidblim, the Son of Doill, 
(Who was ps Secretary of State to the Ring) it 
happened that the Wife of Feidblim fell in Labour, 
and was delivered of a Daughter. There was preſent 
at this Feaſt an eminent Druid that always Polar the 
King's Perſon, and who by his prophetick Skill, fore- 
told that the Child juſt born ſhould accaſion great Di- 
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WYV ſturbances in the Province of Conacht, and turn the 
Government into Confuhon. This Prediction ſurpriſed 
the Nobility and the great Officers that waited upon the 
King, and it was their unanimous Advice that the pub- 
lick Welfare required the Child ſhould immediately be 

eonab{Ni- deſtroyed. But Connor oppoſed this Reſolution, and per- 

7 ſuaded them to ſpare the Life of the Infant; for he 

70. would take Care to diſappoint the Accompliſhment of 
the Prophecy, by breeding up the Child under his own 
Inſpection, and perhaps when ſhe arrived at Maturity 
of Vears he might think it proper to make her his 
Wife. By this Means he diverted the Nobles from their 
Purpoſe, and preſerved the Child; and as he under- 
rook the Education of the Girl, he removed her imme- 
diately from her Father's Honſe, and carried her with 
him to his own Court. The Druid inſiſted upon the 
Truth and Authority of his Prediction, and called the 
Child by the Name of Dezrae. 

eur c To ſecure the Infant, and to prevent the Conſe- 
eu5g dec, quences of the Drwid's Prophecy, the King convey- 
1 her to one of the ſtrongeſt Gariſons in his Pro- 
baleabam vince, and placed her in a Tower well fortified, and 
— almoſt inacceſſible; and withal gave ſtrict Orders that 
none ſhould be admitted within the Child's Apartment 
but her neceſſary Attendants, and a Woman, who was 
the Favourite of the King's, whoſe Name was Leabbar- 
cham. This Woman was a great Poeteſs, and ſhe could 
deliver extempore Verſes upon any Subject, and was much 
reſpected by the Nobility of the Country. 

Within the Walls of this Caſtle was the young Deir- 
dre confined till ſhe became marriageable, and as ſhe 
grew up, ſhe appeared to be a Lady of ſingular Beauty, 
and thoſe who had the Care of her Education had been 
ſo faithful in their Truſt, that ſhe was the moſt genteel 
and accompliſh'd Perſon in the whole Kingdom. 

It happen'd upon a Time, as Deirdre and her Go- 
verneſs were looking out of a Window, they ſpied one 
of the Slaughtermen of the Gariſon killing a Calf for 
the uſe of her Table upon a ſnowy Day, and ſome 
of the Blood they obſerv'd fell upon the Snow, and a 
Raven came and fed upon it. This Sight occaſion'd 
a ſtrange Paſſion in the young Lady; for notwith- 
ſtanding her Confinement ſhe was of a very amorous 
Diſpoſition; and turning to Leabharcham, Oh, ſays 
ſhe, that I could bur be 5 happy as to be in the Arms 
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of a Man who was of the three Colours I now ſee, I YYW 
mean, who had a Sky as white as the driven Snow, 
Hair as ſhining Black as the Feathers of a Raven, and a 
Blooming Red in his Cheeks as deep as the Calf's Blood. 
Her Governeſs was at firſt ſurpriſed at this uncommon 
Wiſh, but out of Tenderneſs to the Young Lady, for 
whom ſhe had an unalterable Affection, ſhe told her 
that there was a young Gentleman that belong'd to the 
Court, who exactly agreed with that Deſcription, and 
his Name was /Vaozs, the Son of Viſncach. Deirdre be- 
gan immediately to be in Love with him, and beg'd of 
Leabharcham that ſhe would contrive a Method to bring 
him privately into the Caſtle, and introduce him into 
her Apartment; for ſhe was paſſionately charm'd with 
his Features and Complexion, and ſhe was in Torment 
till ſhe ſaw him. The indulgent Governeſs promis'd 
ſhe would eaſe her of her Pain upon the firſt Oppor- 
tunity, and in a ſhort Time found Means to inform 
Mois the young Gentleman, of the Love of the Lady, 
and aſſured him that if he had Gallantry enough to 
venture his Perſon, ſhe would find Means to con- 
vey him into the Tower, and give him Poſſeſſion of 
one of the fineſt Women in the World. It was impoſ- 
ſible for the young Vaois to withſtand ſo generous an 
Offer; and ſoon after, by the Policy of Leabharcham, 
he got within the Garriſon, and was conveyed into the 
Lady's Chamber, where, after many Endearments and 
ſolemn Proteſtations of Love, ſhe intreated that he 
would deliver her from Confinement, and remove her out 
of the Caſtle. 

The Lover promiſed he would releaſe her, or die in eastssear 
the Attempt; but the Enterpriſe was of the utmoſt Dan- dewere le 
ger, for the Tower was well fortified and ſtrictly guard- rey 
ed. He therefore communicated his Deſign to his Bro- 
thers Aule and Ardan, who generouſly ted to ſup- 
port him; and with the Aſſiſtance of an hundred and 
fifty reſolute Soldiers, they ſurpriſed the Garriſon, and 
carried off the Damſel. They immediately left the 
Country, and fled to the Sea Coaſts, and upon the firſt 
Opportunity they went on board, and arrived ſafely in 
Scotland. 

Upon their Arrival, the King of Scotland received them 
hoſpitably, and when he underſtood the Quality of 
his new Gueſts, he ſettled a Revenu eupon Vaois and his 
Followers; but he was ſoon informed of the Beauty of 
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che young Lady, which left ſuch an Impreſſion upon 

him , that he reſolved to force her from the Arms 

of her Huſband, and if he met with Oppoſition, to 
cer» Naoi run the utmoſt Hazard to obtain her. Navrs was made 
rabnartre acquainted with his Deſign, and put himſelf into a Po- 
Sara a ſture of Defence: There were many Skirmiſhes and En- 
centos le gagements between the King's Troops and the Jriſh; 
deere. put at laſt Navs was forced to fly, and with his Wife 
and Followers got Poſſeſſion of an adjacent Iſland, ex- 


pecting to be inſtantly attacked. In this Diſtreſs he 


ſent to ſome of his Friends among the Nobility of 


Ulſter, for a Supply of Forces; and his Requeſt was 
ſo favourably received, that the principal Nobility 
of the Province interceded with King Connor that 
they ſhould be relieved, and have Liberty to return 
to their own Country; for they ſaid it would be 
barbarous to ſuffer the three Sons of Viſneach to be 
deſtroyed upon the Account of alewd Woman. Connor 


conſented and complied with this thy egen of 


his Nobles, and as a Teſtimony that he had no treache- 
rous Deſign upon the three Brothers when they returned, 
he condeſcended to deliver up two of his Favourites 
into the Hands of ſome of the Friends of MNMaois 
and his Followers, as Hoſtages for their Security. The 


Names of theſe two Perſons were Feargns, the Son of 


Roigh and Cormac Conloingios. Depending upon the Ho- 


nour and Sincerity of the King, Feargus, the Son of 
Roigh, ſent his own Son with a ſufficient Number of 


Forces to relieve Naois, which was ſoon accompliſhed, 


and he brought Maois, his Wife, his Brothers, and Fol- 


lowers with him ſafely into [rel/and. 
The King, when he had Notice of their Landing, 


diſpatch'd Eogan, the Son of Durthacht, who was the 
principal Commander of Fearmoighe to conduct the 
three Brothers to Eambain, but gave him ſecret Orders 
to fall upon them in the Way, and kill every Man of 
them. Hogan met with the Sons of /i/aeach in the 
cealg, 7 Plains of Eambain, and when he fixed his Eyes upon 


e al lad Co- 


Bam me gu- Mabie, Who was in the Front, he advanced towards him 
c mo ao as if he deſigned to ſalute and congratulate him upon his 
755 Return to Ulſter; but he ſuddenly thruſt him thro' 
with his Spear, and he fell dead upon the Spot. This Ac- 

tion was ſo treacherous in it ſelf, and was ſo reſented 

by Hachadh, the Son of Feargus, who was ſent to aſſiſt 
thoſe diſtreſſed Iriſb, and bring them into their own 

| 2 | | Country, 
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Country, that he attacked Eogan with all his Might, WWV 
but with ill Fortune to himſelf; for he was thruſt fro 
the Body, and died inſtantly. Animated with this Suc- 
ceſs, Eogan, who was, it muſt be confeſs'd, a Perſon of 
ſingular Bravery, fell upon the two Brothers the re- 
maining Sons of /7/ſweach, and flew them likewiſe, and | 
routed all the Forces they had, and, ſeizing upon the 
unfortunate Deirdre, he carried her to the Court of Con- 
nor, the King of Uſlfer. 
One of the two Hoſtages for the King's Honour, 
whoſe Name was Feargus, the Son of Rozgh, was ſo in- 
cenſed at this Breach of Faith, that he reſolved to re- 
venge it upon the King, eſpecially becauſe his Son Fra- 
chadh, who was ſent to conduct thoſe diſtreſſed 1r:/h, 
was treacherouſly flain, He communicated his Deſign 
to Dubtharg, who accepted of the Propoſal, and ac- 
cordingly they raiſed a Body of reſolute Troops, and 
advanced towards Eamhain, where the King was. Con- 
07 was not to be ſurpriſed, and therefore he oppoſed 
them with all his Forces, and a moſt bloody Fight fol- 
lowed, wherein Maine, one of the King's Sons, was 
killed, with three hundred of his choiceſt Men and the 
Flower of all his Army. This Defeat gave the Victors log 
an Opportunity to ſeize upon the Palace of Eambain, — 
which they plundred, and put all they met to theo. 
Sword, not ſparing the Ladies of the Seraglio, whom 
the King kept for his on Pleaſure. | 
Cormac Conloingios, we have obſerved, was the other 
Hoſtage, and he with them likewiſe raiſed a Body of ſtout 
Men, among his Friends, to the Number of three thouſand, - 
and marched with them into the Province of Conacht, 
that was then under the Government of Meidhhh. From 
this Queen they met with kind Reception, and they con- 
tinued under her Protection for ſome Time: But in the 
Night they would ſend ſtrong Detachments into the Pro- 
vince of Uſer, to burn and ravage the Country, which 
they haraſſed with ſuch dreadful Hoſtilities, that the 
Inhabitants, and the Fruits, and Proviſions of the whole 
Province were in a Manner all deſtroyed by Fire and 
Sword. The Country of Cr:och 3 particularly 
ſuffered in theſe Calamities, which vas the Cauſe of 
thoſe Conteſts and Heart-burnings kept up between 
the two Provinces for ſeven Years afterwards. 
During the Time of theſe Provincial Wars, it was, 
that Feargus, the Son of Rozgh, found Means to inſi- 


nuate 


- EES 
* * 


o 


180 The GENERAL HISTORY of 


WYV nuate into the Affections of Meidbhhb, the Queen of 
— Conacht, who proved with Child by him, and was de- 
din 60-ge livered of three Boys at a Birth; the Names of theſe 
— l three Princes were Czar, Core, and Conmac, as the Poet 


mblias1d. has long ſince related in this Manner. 


The valiant Prince Feargus, Son of Roigh, 

Was Maſter. of the Charms of Meidhbh Cruachna, 

ho bore him three Sons, whoſe Names in Hiſtory 
Are Ciar, Corc, and Conmac. 


From theſe three Brothers, it is certain, that ſome 
Families of principal Diſtinction in /reland derive their 
Extraction: Car, the elder Brother, gave Name to 
Ciarnidh, that is, Kerry in the Province of Munſter ; 
and the excellent O Connor Kerry is a Deſcendent from 
ſome of his Poſterity. Corcamruidhe was ſo called 
from Corc, and from him is derived the illuſtrious 0 
Connor Corcamruidhe ; and from Conmac ſprang all the 
worthy Families of the Comaicnies in Conacht. And 
to illuſtrate this with more Authority, I refer to a very 
ancient Poem, compoſed by Lugharr an eminent Poet 
and Antiquary, the firſt Verſe begins thus, Clann Fear- 
guſa Clann os Cach; where it appears evidently that the 
three Sons of Meidbbh obtained great Poſſeſſions and 
Authority as well in the Province of Conacht as in Mun- 
fter, which may be farther proved by obſerving that 
the Countries in thoſe two Provinces are known by the 

Names of theſe Princes to this Day. 
The unfortunate Derrare, who (as the Prediction 
foretold) was the unhappy Occaſion of all theſe Ca- 
lamities was confined by Connor, the King of fer, 
do b1 de- one Whole Year after the Death of her Huſband and 
drebliade” the Tribe of V iſucach; in which Time ſhe was ſo afflict- 
Salt em ved with the Loſs of her beloved Naozs, that ſhe was 
"ou yous perfectly inconſolable; ſhe never raiſed 5 her Head, 
* e hor was ſeen to ſmile, but was almoſt diſtracted with 
ach. Grief, and would admit of no Comfort. The King 
was moved with a Senſe of her Misfortunes (for ſhe was 
beautiful in her Tears) and after he had tried in vain 
to mitigate her Sorrow, he ſent for the perfidious Kogan the 
Son of Durrtheacht, the chief Commander of Fearmozabe, 
who was the Executioner of her Huſband, and to torment 
her the more made a Preſent of her to him, to beuſed at his 
. Pleaſure. 


IRELAND. 


Pleaſure. She was immediately put into the Chariot along 
with him; who reſolved to carry her to one of his Seats 
in the Country, there to be confined a cloſe Priſoner. 
The cruel Connor vouchſafed to ride a few Miles with 
his favourite General, in order to ſecure his Prey, which 
ſo inraged the diſtracted Deirdre, that ſhe took an Op- 
portunity to diſcover her Anger by looking upon both 
of them with that Sternneſs and Indignation, that the 
King took Notice of her, and told her that the Caſt of 
her Eyes between them two, was like the Look of a Sheep 
between two Rams. This Remark ſo incenſed the 
poor Lady, that the ſtarted out of the Chariot by 
Force, and fell with that Violence upon her Head, 
that ſhe beat out her Brains, and inſtantly died. 
And this is the Account given by the Records of Ve— 


land concerning the Baniſhment of Feargus, the Son of ag ym do 


Roigh, or Cormac Conloingios and Dubthaig Daoluladb, dbie Fed- 


guy mae 
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and the miſerable Death of the unfortunate Deirdre. Nog. 


We have obſerved before, that Connor was King of 
Ulfer at that Time when Meidhbh was poſſeſſed of 
the Government of Conacht, which Province was under 
the Power of that Princeſs for many Years; for ſhe 
reigned after the Death of Tinne, Son of Conracht 
who was her firſt Huſband, ten Years; ſhe was the 
Wife of Oilioll More eighty Years, and after his De- 
ceaſe ſhe continued eight Years a Widow, and was at 
laſt ſlain by Ferbburdhe, the Son of Connor. The Reign 
of this Princeſs was ennobled with many memorable 
Tranſactions, and produced many eminent Perſonages, 
whoſe brave Exploits deſerve a Place in this Hiſtory. 
I ſhall therefore, for the Sake of Poſterity, give Ac- 
count of ſome of their Heroic Exploits, and militar 
Atchievements; and to obſerve an Order in this Re- 
lation, I am obliged to take Notice of the Death of 
Connor, King of Lier, which was brought about in 
this Manner, 
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An ACCOUNT of the DRATRH of 
ConNoR, King of Ulſter. 


ancient Iriſh, to encourage the Youth of the King- 
m, and to train them up in a military Life, that they 
might defend their Country in Time of Diſtreſs, and make 
Conqueſts, and become formidable abroad: And to incite 
their Valour, and to inſpire them with generous and war- 
like Sentiments, it was eſtabliſhed, that whoever came off 
the Victor in a ſingle Combat, ſhould be diſtinguiſhed 
with the Spoils of the vanquiſhed, as a Trophy 
and Teſtimony of his Bravery. This Honour and En- 
couragement was the Occaſion of violent Conteſts and 
Diſputes, and ſtir'd up an Emulation in the Minds of 
the Youth, which ſeldom ended without Duelling and 
Bloodſhed. The principal Heroes in theſe Times were 
Connall Cearnach, Congcullain, and Laoghre Buadhach in 
do hi ct Zambain. The firſt of theſe Champions inſiſted 
bes, i, upon a Preeminence above the other two, and to con- 
— la vince them that he was of a ſuperior Courage, he com- 
ond c manded the Brains of a great Soldier, called Meiſge- 
3 adhra, to be brought as an Evidence of his Merits: 
lam v laog· This Meiſgeadbra had the Character of one of the braveſt 
de buabas. perſons in the Iſland, and had diſtinguiſhed himſelf 
upon all Occaſions, but was killed in a Tryal of Skill 
by Connal Cearuach. Congcuillin and Laoghre Buadhach 
being ſatished of the Truth of this Victory, ſubmitted, and 
gave up their Pretenſions to the Laurel; for they thought 
it in vain to contend with ſo illuſtrious a Champion, who 

8 had ſlain the beſt Swordſman of the Age. 

The Reaſon why this great Hero called for the Brains 
of his Adverſary, in Proof of his Courage, was in Com- 
pliance with a remarkable Cuſtom in thoſe Times; that 
whenever a Champion overcame his Adverſary in ſingle 
Combat, he took out his Brains, and mixing them 
with Lime, he made a round Ball, which, by drying 
in the Sun, became exceeding ſolid and hard, and was 
always produced in publick Meetings and Conventions 
as an honourable Diftinction, and a Trophy of experi- 


enced Valour, and certain Victory. 


I: was one of the commendable Cuſtoms of the 
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At this Time it happened, that there were two natu WWW 


ral Fools belonging to the Court of Connor, King of 
Ulſter; and this Prince, having in his Poſſeſſion one 
of theſe noble Badges, made of the Brains of Meiſgea- 
dhra, took great Care to preſerve this Ba/lwhich the Fools 
taking notice of, ſuppoſed it to be of great Value, 
and therefore reſolved together to ſteal it out of the 
Palace. This Trophy was then lodged in one of the 


royal Seats of Ulſter, called Craohh Dhearg: Beſides gr 4 


this there were three ſtately Fabricks in that Province; | ne 
the principal was the Palace of Eambain, where the bes a teas 


Kings of Uſer generally reſided and kept their Court ;"* ct adde 


nua. 


adjoining to this ſtately Fabrick was the Lodge of 
Teagh na Gaoibhe Ruadhe, which ſignifies in Engliſh 
the Houſe of the Red Branch, where the moſt renowned 
Champions lodged their Arms, and hung up their ho- 
nourable Trophies, and the Spoils they had taken in 
the Wars, when they came off victorious over foreign 
Enemies : The third Building of Note was the royal 
Hoſpital of Brozubhearg, which ſignifies the Houſe of 
Sorrow and Affliction; for here the fick and wounded 
were provided for and ſupported till they were perfectly 
cured. The Champions, whoſe Trophies and Arms 
were placed in the Palace of Teagh na Craotbhe Ruadbe, 
were diſtinguiſhed by the Title of Champions of 
the Red Branch, and by that Name they were known 
in Countries abroad; for they were a military Order 
of brave Soldiers, and their Courage had obtained them 
an honourable Character over all the J/eftern Part of 
the World. | 

This Palace being the Place appointed to preſerve 
the moſt valuable Jewels and monumental Trophies of 


the Kingdom, this Ball of Brains was laid up here for 


Security ; but the two Fools abovementioned, obſerv- 
ing where it was, found Means to convey it away undiſco- 
vered. When they had it in Poſſeſſion, they went immedi- 
ately to the Green of Bambain, and began to play and divert 


themſelves by toſſing it in the Air from one to ano- 
ther. As they were ſporting upon the Green, there redgur 


A4zae an 
Times, whoſe Name was Ceat, the Son of Magach, we on dd 


chanc'd. to come by a very eminent Hero of thoſe 
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This Champion belonged to the Province of Conacht, mo. 


and was an implacable Enemy to the Govern- 
ment of Ulſter; he rode up to the Fools, and finding 
they were diverting themſelves with one of theſe mi- 


2 litary 
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litary Trophies, he prevailed upon them to give 
him the Ball, which he carried with him into his own 
Province. | 

The Conteſts and Diſputes between the Men of Ulſter 
and the Inhabitants of Conacht broke out ſome Time be- 
fore into open Hoſtilities; and there were many Battels 
fought between the two Provinces: And this Ceat, by 
Way of Inſult upon his Enemies, when he came into the 
Field, would threaten them with this Ball of Brams, which 
he always tied to his Belt, and which according to an old 
Prediction, was ſome Time or other to be of fatal Con- 
ſequence to the Province of Mer. The Prophecy, it 
ſeems, foretold that Meiſgeadbra, of whole Brains this 
Ball was compoſed, ſhould, after his Death, be fully 
reveng'd upon the Men of Ulſter, for the Indignities 
he had ſuffered from them; and Ceat obtaining this 
Trophy by Stratagem, always wore it about him, being 
perſuaded the Prediction would be accompliſhed by him; 
for he reſolved upon the firſt Opportunity to enter 
the Liſts with the boldeſt Champion of Ulſter, and 
this Ball of Brains was the Weapon he chiefly deſigned 
to uſe in the Combat. | 
ua c- The War was ſtill carried on with Vigor between the 
nent £0 two Provinces; and Cear at the Head of a powerful 
«> utus. Army made Incurſions, and entring the . Province of 
Ulſter with Fire and Sword, plundred the Country, 
and drove away all their Cattel. Theſe Hoſtilities in- 
raged Connor, who drew together all his Forces, and 
ſupported by a well diſciplined Army, he marched with 
all poſſible Expedition towards the Enemy, and reſol- 
ved to give them Battel. By this Time Cæat had re- 
ceived a choice Body of Recruits from the Province of 
Conacht, and with theſe Reinforcements he drew up, 

and both Armies were prepared to engage. 
But Ceat was unwilling to come to a deciſive Battel 
with Connor, and therefore contrived a Stratagem to ſur- 
priſe and deſtroy him without fighting. It ſeems that 
moſt of the principal Ladies of Conacht were ſtanding 
upon the Top of a Hill, viewing the two Armies, and 
oarcref expecting the Event of the Battel. It was reſolved, 
anro 76. that theſe Women ſhould ſend a Meſſenger to Connor, 
as if they had ſome Things of Importance to com- 
municate, and deſire he'd be pleaſed to come to them; 
for no Danger could be apprehended from a Com- 
pany of Women, and therefore his Perſon was ſecure. 
I Connor 
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Connor being a Prince of great Gallantry, fell into the 
Snare, and accepted of the Invitation; and confiding | 
in the Honour of the Ladies, with great Indiſcretion 

goes to the Top of the Hill without his Guards, and 
unattended. He immediately paid his Compliments 

to the Ladies, but the treacherous Ceat had found a 
Way privately to hide himſelf in the Company, and j 
obſerving his Opportunity, placed his Ball of 
Braius in a Hing with a Deſign to diſcharge it at 
the King of Vier, and fo by killing him put an End 
to the War: But Connor perceiving the Villany, im- oat eheac 9 
mediately retired towards his Forces. Ceat perſued him 7% Magee b 
cloſe, and overtaking him at Dozre da Bhaoith, he lets 2 ö 
fly, and was ſo ſure of his Mark, that he hit Con- are. 
nor full on his Head, and broke his Skull. His * 
Army perceiving him in this Diſtreſs, haſtened to re- | 
lieve him, which forced Ceat to make his Way towards 
his Troops, and ſo by Flight he ſaved his Life. 

The Ball of Brains made a Contuſion in the Head 
of Connor ; and when one of the principal Surgeons was o 
ſent for, whoſe Name was Highnin Taithaig, he found 4 
that the Wound was of dangerous Conſequence, tho”, 7 
if the Nobles would give their Conſent, he promiſed 
to uſe the utmoſt of his Skill in the Operation, and if 
poſſible preſerve his Life. The Nobility and princi- 
pal Officers that were attending, readily agreed to this 
Propoſal; for they ſaid that the Happineſs of the whole 
Province depended upon the King's Life, and they 
were ſenſible that though the ſacred Perſon of the Kin 
muſt be hazarded in the Attempt, yet a deſperate Cale 
would admit of no Cure but what was deſperate. The 
Wound however was in a ſhort Time cured by the 
Care and Skill of this Surgeon; but it had that Effect 
upon the Brain, that upon the leaſt Paſſion or Heat 
of the Spirits, it was in Danger of breaking out again, 
and a Relapſe might be attended with very fatal Con- 
ſequences: Fighnm therefore thought it his Duty to re- 
preſent the Truth of the Caſe to Coun, and adviſed 
him, in a ſubmiſſive Manner, to avoid all immode- 
rate Exerciſe, that might diſorder or put his Blood in- 
to a Ferment, particularly not to ride hard, or be in- 
continent any Way, but to keep his Spirits cool and in a 
proper Motion. An 
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GY The King ſtrictly obſerved the Direction of the Sur- 
geon; for the Violence of Heat or Paſſion would force 
the Wound open, and by that Means bring his Life in- 
to the utmoſt Danger: And in this State Connor conti- 
nued for ſeven Years to the great Joy of his Subjects, till 
(as ſome of the ii Chronicles, tho? of no great Au- 
thority, aſſert) the Friday upon which our Saviour was 
crucified; and then the King being ſurpriſed at that 
dreadful and ſupernatural Eclipſe, and ſhocked at that 
horrid Darkneſs and Convulſion of Nature that fol- 

riceruwear lowed the Death of the Son of God; he conſulted with 

1 Bacrach, an eminent Druid of Leinſter, to know 

$401 fat the Occaſion and Deſign of that wonderful Event: The 

dere rs Pagan Prophet replied, that the Cauſe of thoſe ſtrange 

Axl g . 

; and violent Alterations aroſe from a barbarous Murther 
that Day committed by the wicked Jews, upon a moſt 
innocent and divine Perſon, Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of 
the everlaſting God. The King reſented that inhuman 
Act with that Paſhon, that he cried out, if he were a 
Spectator of the Villany, he would be revenged npon 
thoſe barbarous Jews, who had the Inſolence to de- 

ConehabJ « ſtroy his Lord, the Son of the great God of the whole 

Sen Earth: He immediately drew his Sword, and went to 

lame nuas an adjacent Grove, and diſtracted almoſt to Madneſs at 

aue dee the Thoughts of that abominable Act, he hacked and 
cut the Trees, proteſting if he were in the Country of 
the Jews, where this holy Perſon was executed, he 
would be revenged upon his Murtherers, and chop them 
to Pieces as he did thoſe Trees; and by the Violence 
of his Anger, his Blood and Spirits were diforder'd 
and fermented, which had that Effect, that the Wound 
burſt open, and ſome of his Brains followed, ſo that he 
died upon the Spot. The Grove of Trees where this 
Accident happened was call'd Coil Lambruadhe from 
the Hand of this Connor, King of Ulſter. 

After the Death of this Prince there was ſome Diſ- 
pute about the Succeſſion, which was at laſt accommo- 
dated by this Reſolution; that whoever would under- 
take to carry the Body of Connor from the Place where 
it lay, to the Palace of Eambain, without reſting by the 
Way, ſhould ſucceed in the Throne of Ver. This 
Propoſal worked upon the Ambition of a Footman 
that belonged to the deceaſed King, whoſe Name was 


Ceann 
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Ceann Beirreide, who encouraged with the Proſpect of 
wearing a Crown, reſolved to try his Fortune, tho? 
he died in the Attempt; and therefore he took the 
Body, that was of a great Weight, upon his Shoulders, 
but when he came to the Top of $/:abh Fuaid, he ſunk 
under the Burthen, for his Heart was broke, and he died 
inſtantly. And from this Tranſaction there aroſe a 
proverbial Saying in the Country, when a Perſon un- | 
dertakes a Truſt or Charge upon himſelf that he is | 
unable to manage, he is Bid to miſcarry like the Go- j 
vernment of Cean Bearruidhe, whoſe Ambition put him . 
upon this deſperate Attempt, which coſt him his Life. 7 

But the Authors, who deliver this Account of Connor, | 
King of Uſ/ſer, are not to be reſpected when they con- 
tradict the more ſolemn Teſtimony of the Iriſh Records, 
which aſſert directly that Connor was dead long before +7 
the Birth of Chriſt. It muſt be confeſſed that fome N 
Circumſtances of the Relation abovementioned, are 
ſupported by good Authority; for it is certain, that Ba- 
crach, a famous Druid of Leinſter, did propheſy to the baenaeh 
People of that Province, and foretel, 115 a molt holy Ege = 
and divine Perſon ſhould be born in a wonderful Man- ors do te- 4 
ner, and be barbarouſly murdered by the great Council A. 
of his own Nation, notwithſtanding his Deſign of Com- 
ing into the World, was for the Happineſs and Salva- 
tion of the whole Earth, and to redeem them from the 
Deluſions and Tyranny of infernal Demons, whoſe 
Office was to torture them with inſupportable Pains in 
a future State, And theſe cruel and ungrateful Indig- 
nities that were to be offered to this innocent and God- 
like Man, made ſuch an Impreſſion upon Connor, that 
he was overcome with Indignation and Reſentment, 
and drawing his Sword, he hacked and choped the 
Wood like a Perſon diſtracted, which ſo inflamed his 
Spirits, that the Ball of Brains drop'd off, and he fell 
down dead. But the Death of this King happened long 
before Chris was born, and therefore that Circumſtance 
of the Hiſtory mult be falſe. 

If it ſhould be thought incredible that a Pagar 
Prophet ſhould be ſo inſpired as to foretel the 
Birth and the Crucifixion of Chrif, I deſire that 
it might be conſidered, that Almighty God , to 
accompliſh the Ends of his all-wiſe Deſigns, might, 
if he pleaſed, vouchſafe ſuch a Meaſure of Inſpiration — 
to a Pagan, as to be able to deliver ſuch a Prediction ; ir, 

| an 
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aud as an Evidence upon this Occaſion, the Oracles of 
thoſe Heathen Propheteſles called Hue will prove, 

that the Circumſtances of Chr:/s Birth and Paſſion 

have been fortold by thoſe, who knew nothing of 


the true God, but lived in the dark Ages of Ignorance 
and Idolatry. 


Au ACCOUNT of the DEATH of 
ö Cx Ax, the Son of Magach. 


HIS Ceat was the General over the Army of Co- 

nacht, and was one of the moſt celebrated Cham- 

pions of thoſe Times: He ſeldom fail'd of Victory 

when he engaged, and was ſo inveterate an Enemy to 

the Men of Uſſter, that by his frequent Inroads and 
Cruelties he had almoſt ruined the whole Province. 

He plundered and ſpoiled the Country wherever he came, 

and ſo haraſſed the Inhabitants, that his Name was a 

Terror to them; for he had often routed them in the 

Field, and under his Oppreſſion they became a miſera- 

ble and diſpirited People, It happened that this Hero 

of Conacht made Incurſions into Ver in the Time of 
Winter, when the Country was covered with deep Snow ; 

he had met with ſome Oppoſition, but after many 
Skirmiſhes and Engagements, he obtained his Purpoſes, 

and, by his Conduct and Bravery, was returning home, 

loaden with Spoils. In this Expedition he had fought 

three of the ſtouteſt Champions of Uſer, and killed 

them in fingle Combat, and deſigned to carry their 

Heads with him into Conacht, but in his March he was 

Comme perſued by Connall Cearnach, who overtook him at Ath- 
. ceitt, and offering him Battel, a moſt bloody Action 
= dee followed, in which Ceat was ſlain by the General of 
M4330 Len; but he ſold his Life dearly; for in the Engage- 
wm ment Connall himſelf was fo deſperately wounded, and 
loſt ſo much Blood, that he fell down in a Swoon up- 

on the very Spot where the Combat was fought. In 

this fainting State he was found. by another renowned 
Swordſman of Conacht, whoſe Name was Bealchu Breifne, 

who perceiving the Wounds of one of the Combatants, 

and that the other was killed outright, he was pleaſed 

with the Sight, and faid that he never received more 

Þ Satisfaction 


3 
= 
1 
* 
4 
71 
x 
* 
=_ 
© | vn 
2" 
bh. 
*1 4 
_ - 
"- 
4 
"I y 
4 
4 
=_— 
* 
dy 
. 2 
9 I 
* 
2 
= 
— 
= 
4 _ 
= 
= 
i 
6 
=_ 
Ll - 
= 
71 
bs o 
"2 by 
=_ 
_— 
_ 
* 8 
I 
AB 
= 
iN 1 
1 
5 WJ 
4H b 
* 
F ® 
:__ 
2» = 
- 
L * » 
A p 
A N 4 „ 
Aj 
4 
: 7 
N 
= 
= 
3 
1 *. 
<> 
= 
= 
7 4 
_ 
.v -, 
=_— 
. 
2 
_ 
4 
1 
=_— 
= 1 
. E 4 
4 
1 | 
—_ 
TE. 
1 N 
_— 
'% * a 
is 1 
„ 
> Y . 
* 4 
I 
9 1 
_ 
1M 
wy h 
] 45 I 
—_ 
+ 
> 
* 2 4 
4 
— C p I 
no” 
is { 
H 
4 
xt 
+ 
4 


IRE LAN D. 


Satisfaction in his Life-time, than he enjoyed at pre VV 


ſent; for two implacable Competitors, whoſe Ambi- 


tion had involved the whole Kingdom of Ireland in 


Confuſion, and had occaſioned ſo much Bloodſhed, 
were deſtroyed by one another, and met with a Fate 
ſuitable to their Deſerts. Connall was ſo incenſed by 
being inſulted in this Manner, that he deſired Bealchr 
to diſpatch him at once out of his Miſery; for his 
Reflections were inſupportable, and he choſe rather to 
die by his Hand, becauſe it would vindicate and raiſe 
his Character; for then it could not be ſaid with Ju- 
ſtice, that he fell by the Sword of ove Man, but tuo 
Champions of Conacht overcame him. But Bealchu ge- 
neroully ſpared his Life, and with great Honour aſſured 
him that he would not only give him his Life, which 
he thought could not continue long, but he would en- 
deavour to recover him of his Wounds, and when he 
was perfectly cured, he would then fight him in ſingle 
Combat, and give him Satisfaction ; and accordingly he 
ſaved him from the Fury of the Soldiers, and took him 
with him in his Chariot. The moſt eminent Surgeons 
of the Kingdom were ordered to attend him, and to 
take Care of his Wounds, which by proper Skill and 
Application, were ſoon healed, and Connall obtained his 


perfect Health. 


But Bealchu obſerving that Connall fo ſuddenly reco- lebe Lo- 
uli eheꝗ- 
ee on 


vered, and injoyed his full Strength and former Acti- 
vity, was afraid to fight him fairly, but reſolved to diſ- 
patch him another Way; and accordingly he fixed 
upon his own Sons for the Executioners, who by Agree- 
ment were to ſurptiſe him in the dead of the Night, 


and to murther him in his Bed. But Connall was ac-vdbur co- 
nr ll eegngc 


4 : : T1 me be- 
prevent it, and therefore the Night, when this barba-!lehu brei- 


rous Act was to be committed, he boldly addreſſed“ 


quainted with this treacherous Deſign ſoon enough to 


himſelf to Bealebu, and deſired to change Beds with 
him, or inſtantly to take away his Life: Bealchu was un- 
willing to gratifie his Requeſt; but when he conſi- 
der'd the Caſe, he complied, and accordingly he went 
to Bed where Connall lay, and Connall removed into his 
Bed. In the Night the Ruffians entered the Room 


unexpectedly, and fell upon their own Father thro' 
Miſtake, and killed him. Connall obſerving his Oppor- 


tunity, ruſhed in upon them by Surpriſe, and ſlew the 


three Brothers: He took their Heads and their Father's. 


Bbb along 
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along with him, and ſoon after he arrived at the 
Palace of Eamham, where he related the Particulars 
of the Adventure, and expoſed the Heads of his Ene- 
mies as infallible Proofs of his Courage and Succeſs. 
This Tranſaction is tranſmitted to Pollerity by a very 
old Poet in this Manner : 


Conall Cearnach was renown'd in Arms, 
And with a Courage not to be ſubdued, 
He fell upon the Ruffians in the Chamber, 
Three Brothers, Sons of Bealghu Breifne, 
And ſlew them all. 


In this Manner died Bealchn Breiſne, who was a Per- 
ſon of great Bravery, and his three Sons, who were to 
be the Executioners of the illuſtrious Connall; and the 
Account which I have given, contains likewiſe the Par- 


iy 1omdba_ticulars of Ceaz's Death, the Son of Magach. I could 
mom edeht 


S uy won. ſet Off this Hiſtory with many great Actions in Chival- 

uf won a 

that do ry performed by this valiant 5h 6h Connall, what Com- 

2 2 bats he fought, and Victories he won, were it conſi- 

yall &Znae. ſtent with my preſent Deſign; but J obſerve in ſhort, 
that the [r:;/þ Records make very honourable Mention 
of this Champion, and ſpeak of him with the greateſt Ap- 
plauſe, as the beſt Swordſman, and the invincible Hero 


of the Weſtern World. 


As ACCOUNT o& the Dzaaru® 
FEARGUSs the Son of Roigh. 


T has been obſerved before that Feargus underwent 
a voluntary Exile in the Province of Conacht, and 
retired to Oilioll and Meidhbh at the Royal Caſtle of 
Mayeo. During his Baniſhment it happened that the 
King and Queen and their Gueſt were walking in the 
Summer Seaſon upon the Bank of a Lake that was 
near the Palace; Oilioll defired Feargus to ſtrip himſelf, 
and divert him 40 Swimming the Lake; Feargus com- 
plied, and when he was undreſſed, he plunged into the 
Water. The Sight of ſo comely a Perſon naked, had 
that Effect upon the Queen, that ſhe longed to be near 
him; and deſired Leave of her Huſband to bath pe 

] E 7 
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ſelf, for the Weather was exceeding hot; and ſhe pro- 
miſed to waſh in a ſecret and diſtant Part of the Lake: 

He thought himſelf ſecure of the Honour of his Wife, 
and therefore, to pleaſe her Humour, he gave his Con- 
ſent; ſhe immediately undreſſed, and retiring to a pri- 
vate Place ſhe jump'd in; but being a Lady very expert 
in Swimming, ſhe could not, tho in the Sight of her 
Huſband, forbear approaching the gallant Feargus, which 
ſo inraged the jealous Oilioll, that he commanded a 
Kinſman of his, who was one of his Retinue, to throw 
a Partiſan, he had in his Hand, with all his Violence m4bas feq- 
at Feargys, which he did with that Dexterity, that he Eee 
wounded him ſorely in the Body, but did not diſable ty” 
him from making to Shore, tho' the Wound was ex- 
ceeding painful, and proved mortal; when he came to 
Land 6 twiſted the Spear out of his Body, and flung 
it with all his Might at Orlioll, but he mifled his Mark, 
and pierced a Greyhound to the Ground that ſtood near 
the Chariot of the King, ſo that it died upon the Spot. 
Feargus, after he had thrown the Javelin, fainted withthe 
Loſs of Blood, and, falling to the Ground, immediately 
expired, and was buried upon the Bank of the Lake. 
This unfortunate Prince was a Perſon of conſummate 
Courage, and had exerted himſelf often with Applauſe 
in ſingle Combat and in the Field of Battel: He it was 
that killed Fachina, the Son of Connor, and theſe for- 
midable Champions, Geirgin, the Son of Malladba, and do tur 1- 
Owen, the Son of Durthachta, the brave Commander of 2 
Fearmoidhe felt the Metal of his Sword; he foil'd like- redgur mac 
wiſe many reſolute Swordſmen, whoſe Names, and the 
Accounts of the Combats, it would be tedious to men- 
tion: But we are not to forget what rich Spoils he 
brought away from Ulſer, how he ravag'd and ſacked 
the Country, and overrun the Province with Fire and 
Sword; inſomuch that the Calamities he brought upon 
the People of fer, were not repairedin many Years; for 
the Strangers, who followed the Fortune of this Prince, 
were for ow: or, as others aſſert, for ten Years plunder- 
ing the Country, which reduced the Inhabitants to the ex- 
tremeſt Miſery. Theſe Incurſions were occaſioned by 
the treacherous Death of the Sons of Viſueach, who were 
| barbarouſly (lain, which Cruelty the Men of Conacht under- 
took to revenge: But they met with great Oppoſition 
in their Hoſtilities; for the Forces of Ver would often 
penetrate into the Province of Conacht, and captivate the 

3 People, 
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P People, and carry off very conſiderable Booties: This 


bay laog- 
ane bud 
dnyo. 


Enmity and Heart-burning produced perpetual Wars 
between the two Provinces, which were waged with 
different Succeſs; but brought ſuch inſupportable Ca- 
lamities upon the People, that whole Volumes have 
been written upon the Miſeries that attended theſe 
Commotions; but the Nature of this Hiſtory will not 
admit of a particular Account, but requires other Mat- 


ters to be conſidered, of more Importance to the preſent 
Deſign. 


An ACCOUNT of the DEATH of 


LaoGHAIRE BUADHAIG. 


HAT famous Prince Cannon, King of Ulſter, te- 
tained a Poet in his Court, whoſe Name was 

Hugh, the Son of Amin, who was ſuſpected to be very inti- 
mate with the Queen, and to hold a criminal Correſpon- 
dence with her. This Intrigue was diſcovered at length 
to the King, who, inraged at the Baſeneſs of the Action, 
gave immediate Orders that the Poet ſhould be drowned 
in a Pond that was adjacent to the Houſe of Laogharre 
Buadhaig: The Command was inſtantly obeyed, and 


the Poet was ſeized and deſign'd for Execution. But the 


principal Shepherd of Laogharre was reſolved to prevent 
the Sentence, and boldly aſked the Guards that attended, 
whether they could find no Place more proper to drown 
the Poet than before the Door of his Maſter: and de- 
clared he would prevent it as far as his Life went, 
becauſe it would occaſion a Fright, and give great 
Offence to the Family, Laoghaire, hearing the 
Debates, and obſerving there was more than a 
common Diſturbance , ſtarted up. in his Haſte, and 
running out, he ſtruck his Head againſt the upper Part 
of the Door, which, with the Violence of the Blow, 
fractured his Skull. But the Wound was not immediately 
mortal; for he lived to call his Servants about him, who 
fell bravely upon the King's Guards, and thoſe who at- 
tended che Execution, and putting them to Flight, he 
obtained his Purpoſe, and ſaved the Life of the Poet. But 
he qid not ſurvive this Action, for after the Encounter he 
died upon the Spot. This was the unfortunate End of 


Laoghaire Buadbaig, as the Iriſh Chronicles exprelily 
aſſert. | 
"0 | An 
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An ACCOUNT of the DEATH of 


MEIDHBH CRUACHNA. 


ILIOL More, the Huſband of Me:idhbh, being 

killed by the Hand of Conall Cearnach, Meidhbh 
removed the Place of her Reſidence to Inis Cloithroin, 
ſituated upon the Bank of the Lake Rzbb; and having 
the Conveniency of a ſweet Water, ſhe uſed in the Sum- 
mer Mornings to retire into the Pond, and divert and 
refreſh her fc by ſwimming. Forburdhe, the Son offene * 
Connor, King of Uſlſier, being a Prince of very ſevere bats any 
Reſentments, hearing of this Cuſtom of the Queen, 7+ 
found Means privately to come to the Lake, and, with 
a Line he had for the Purpoſe, he meaſured the exact 
Diſtance between the one Side and the other (where 
Inis Chithrom formerly ſtood) and returned back to 
Ulter undiſcovered. As ſoon as he arrived, he drove 
two Stakes of Wood into the Ground, at the ſame Di- f 
ſtance with the Length of the Line which meaſured 
the Breadth of the Lake; and when he had placed an 
Apple at the Top of one of the Stakes, he ſtood at 
the other, and for ſome Time made it his Practice to 
caſt a Stone at the Apple with a Sling. He uſed this 
Exerciſe ſo long, till he could fling to the greateſt Nicety, 
and became ſo dextrous, that he never miſt his Mark. 
At that Time there was an appointed Meeting between 
the principal Inhabitants of Ulfer and Conacht, upon 
one Side of the River Shannon at Inis Cloubroin. It 
was to compole ſome Differences between the two Pro- 
vinces; and Forbuidhe, the Son of Connor, came with 
his Father's Deputies, and was the principal Perſon in 
the Management of the Treaty. This he thought was 
a proper Time to execute his Deſign againſt the Queen 
of Conacht; and an immediate Opportunity offered to 
accompliſh his Purpoſe; for the Queen, according to 
Cuſtom, came in a Morning to divert her ſelf in the 
Lake; and when ſhe was in the Water Forbhuidbe flung 
a Stone at her with his Sling, and was ſo expert in the Art, 
that he ſmote her full on the eech and ſinking 4 
to the Bottom, ſhe died inſtantly. In this Manner fell — 
this heroick Queen, after ſhe had injoyed the Govern- 
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ment of Conacht ninety eight Years, as before mentioned. 
It was thought proper to givean Account of the Death of 
ſome of the moſt illuſtrious Princes of the Iſland, and of the 
memorable Exploits andAtchievements of thoſe bravePer- 
ſons that were called the Champions of the Weſtern Iſle; 
and this was thought the moſt proper Place to introduce 
theſe Tranſactions, becaule they happened in the Reign 
of Meidhbh, Queen of Conacht, But leſt it ſhould , 4 
thought a Digreſſion, if we ſtay too long upon this Sub- 
ject, we ſhall return and take Notice of the Children 
of Fochaidh Feidhlioch, who makes fo great a Figure in 
the Iriſh Hiſtory. 

This Prince Eochardh Feidhlioch had three Sonsand 
three Daughters; the Names of his three Sons were 
Breas, Nar and Lnghair, and the three Daughters were 
known by the Name of Eiihne Yathach, Clhthra, and 
Meidhbh Cruachna. A very ancient Poet gives the ſame 
Account, which Authority is fufficient for us to follow. 


The valiant Eochaidh Feidhlioch 

Left three fair Danghters of his Royal Line: 

Each would adorn a Monarch's nnptial Bed. 

Their Names were Eithne Vathach, Meidhbh, and Clothra. 


A farther ACCOUNT of the Ex- 
PLOITSs of ConnoR, Azmg of 
Ulſter. 


HIS Prince is ſo honourably mentioned by the 
Hiſtorians of [reland, that it would be Injuſtice 
to his Memory, as well as to Poſterity, to rob the 
World of any one of thoſe memorable Actions, which 
ſo eminently diſtinguiſh this Prince in the ancient Re- 
cords of the Kingdom. It muſt be obſerved there- 
fore, that Nea/a, the Daughter of Eochaidh Salbmabe, 
was Mother to this exccllent Monarch ; and wherever we 
find his Genealogy, he is always ſaid to be Connor, the 
Son of Neaſa, &c. His Father was Fatchna Fathach, 
the Son of Cars, Son of Ryghruidhe, a Deſcendent from 
the Royal Line of I, the Son of Mileſius, King of 
Spain. One of the Daughters of Connor was married 


to Carbre Niadfar, King of Leinſter ; but to obtain hes 
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he made over Part of his own Dominions to her Fa— 
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2 


ther; and when the Provincialiſts inſiſted upon laying cer ag 


out the diſtinct Bounds of each Province, it appeared Bog lar o 
that a great Part of Leinſter was claimed by Connor, dab latge- 


King of Uſfer, as ſettled by the Marriage of his Daugh- 
ter; and he added to his own Territories all the Coun- 
try from Loch an Choigeadb, and from Teamhair, that 
is, Tara, to the main Ocean. This Tract of the Iſland 


2 dn. 


is known to include three compleat Territories, as a Poet 


of great Antiquity obſerves in the following Lines. 


Connor enlarged the Bounds of his Command, 

And as a Dowry for his Daughter's Beauty, 
Obtain'd three fruitful Tracis of Land from Leinſter, 
And join d them to his own Dominions. | 


The Name of the Lady, who procured theſe three 
Territories for Conor, the King of Ulſter, was Feidhblin 
Nuadchrothach; but ſhe had more Regard for the 
Grandeur of her own Family than for the Honour of 
her Huſband or her own Character; for ſhe found 
Means to make her Eſcape, and fled from Leinſter, 
with a young Gallant called Connal Cearnach. 

Connor, notwithſtanding his other Accompliſhments, 
by one Action obſcured the Glory of his Reign; for 
upon a Time when he had drank to Exceſs, he attempt- 
ed Familiarity, and had the Misfortune to be allowed 
to commit Inceſt with his own Mother Nea/a, which 
abominable Crime produced a Son whoſe Name was 
Cormac Conlumgzos: But the Vengeance of Heaven ſe- 
verely puniſhed the Mother, who was moſt concerned 
in the Guilt of this Wickedneſs, with the Loſs of all 
her other Children, except three Sons, who died with- 
out Iſſue; the Names of the ſurviving three were 
Beanna, from whom Beantry obtained its Name, Lamba 
who gave the Name to Lambruidbe, and Glayae, from 
whom Glaſruidhe is derived; and to perpetuate the In- 
famy of that unnatural Act, Providence (as our Iriſh An- 
nals inform us) has taken Care that at this Day there is 
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not one Deſcendent, even from thoſe three, living upon 


the Face of the Earth. 
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WY 


An ACCOUNT of the DEATH of 


CoxnLAOCH, Son of Congculionn. 


HE Iriſh Records deliver theſe Particulars con- 
cerning the Death of Conlavch. Congeulionn diſco- 
vered, it ſeems, a military Diſpoſition, and delighted in 
Arms from his Youth ; and to perfect himſelf in the Diſci- 
pline of War, he went into Scor/and, where there was 
a Lady of maſculine Bravery and ou Experience, 
whoſe Name was Hgathach, and to her he applied to 
be inſtructed in the Exerciſe of his Weapons, under whoſe 
Care and Inſpection he ſoon improved, and became 
one of the moſt accompliſhed Warriors of his Time. 
But the ſoft Paſſionof Love notwithſtanding found a 
Way into the Heart of the young Soldier ; for there was 
a moſt beautiful young Lady in Scotland, whole Name was 
Aoife, the Daughter of Ardgerme, who was ſo charm'd 
with the Comelineſs of his Perſon, and the generous Man- 
ner of his Deportment, that ſhe conceived the moſt vio- 
lent Paſhon for him, which ſhe ſoon found Means to ac- 
quaint him with. The Cavalier with great Gallantr 
accepted of her Love; and upon the firſt Sight of her 
was moved with the moſt tender Sentiments, and tho? 
he had not an Opportunity of marrying her, yet he 
8.40 eng. attempted the Lady's Virtue, who yielded 8 the 
te kongeul- firſt Summons, and ſhe proved with Child by him. 
5" do Ao He now began to think of returning into Ireland, and 
Mndpame taking Leave of the diſtreſſed Avife, he gave her a Chain 
ano. of Gold, and charged her to keep it ſafely, till the 
Child, if it proved a Son, came to the Eſtate of a 
Man; and then he ordered her to ſend him to Ireland 
with that Token, by which he ſhould diſcover him to 
be his Son, and promiſed that as ſuch he would entertain 
him. But withal he gave her this Injunction particularly, 
cu comzn that ſhe ſhould lay the ſtricteſt Command upon him to 
omg! ; 
oo e dor obſerve her Directions in three Things, the firſt, that 
8 Agr ſhould never give the Jay to any Perſon living, 
zo hem but rather die than be obliged to turn back: The ſe- 
do. cond, not to refuſe a Challenge from the boldeſt Cham- 
pion alive, but to fight him at all Hazards, if he was 
ſure to loſe his Life: The third, not to confeſs his 
Name upon any Account, tho' he be threatned with 
I Dteath 
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IX ELAN D. 
Death for concealing it. Theſe Obligations ſhe was 
to lay upon him with a Parent's Authority, which ſhe 
promiſed to execute faithfully ; and with theſe Aſſurances 
Congculiomm returned to Ireland. 

The unfortunate Aoiſe was ſoon after delivered of a Son, 
who was named Conlaoch, whom ſhe carefully educat- 
ed; and when he came of Ape, ſhe placed him under 
the Tuition of ¶QMathach, the Virago of Scotland, to be 
inſtructed in the Uſe of Arms, and in the Art of War 
and military Diſcipline. He diſcovered the ſame Genius | 
with his Father, and when he had finiſhed his Exerciſe a 
with Applauſe, his Mother, as ſhe was ordered, ſent 
him into Ireland to Conculionn. 

As ſoon as he arrived upon the Coaſts, he reſolved 
to go directly to the Court of Connor, King of Ulſter, 
which was then kept at a Seat call'd Thracht Hiſe, be- 
cauſe that was the moſt convenient Place for the Re- 
ception of his principal Nobility and Commons, who 
were then aſſembled to debate upon ſome important 
Affairs that related to the Government of the Province. 
When the young Cavalier appeared at Court, Connor 
ſent one of his commanding Officers to inquire who 
he was, and upon what Buſineſs he came: But the 
Stranger refolv'd to obſerve the Commands of his Mother, 
and refuſed abſolutely to give him Satisfaction upon that 
Head, and declared that his Name was not of much 
Importance, but he would not diſcover it to the ſtouteſt 
Man living. The Meflenger, whoſe Name was Cuinnire, 
ſurpriſed at this inſolent Anſwer, returned to the King, ! 
and related what had happened. Congculionm was at that | 
Time at Court, and willing to be fully ſatisfied who this 
Stranger was, he deſired Leave to go to him, and he did 
not doubt of giving the mY a good Account of him. 
He was accordingly ſent with a full Commiſhon to uſe 
him as he pleaſed, and force him, if he continued ob- 
ftinare, into Compliance and good Manners. When 
he -came, he demanded with an Air of Authority, what 
his Name was; but the Stranger would by no Means 
give him Satisfaction, which ſo inraged his Father, whoſe 
P:fion had overcome his Reaſon, that he ſtruck at costa 1 
him with his Launce, and ſo a moſt deſperate Com-*oz*utan 1 
bat followed between the two Champions, the 1 
ther and the Son, equally brave and expert in the 
Management of their Arms. They fought a conſider- J 
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able Time with doubtful Succeſs; at laſt Cyngculioum, 
unable to ſuſtain the Force of his Son's youthful Hear, 
who charged him briſkly, was obliged to give Way ; 
and notwithſtanding he had fought ſo many Duels, 


killed ſo many renowned Swordſmen, and underſtood 


his Weapons as well as any Man living, and had Cou- 
rage to uſe them, yet he engaged with a young Hero of ſu- 
perior Strength, who preſſed him very hard, and forced 
him to take the Refuge of a Ford to defend his Life. He 
was perfectly diſtracted with this Repulſe, and forgetting 
the Reaſon of his Quarrel, which ſhould have engaged 
him to receivethe Stranger with the greateſt Tenderneſs 
and Honour, he call'd to an Officer, that belong'd to him, 
and was a Spectator of the Combat, to give him the Hear, 
called in the Iiſh Language Gai Bug, with which he 
was ſure to deſtroy his Adverſary, and put an End to 
the Diſpute. His Friend, whoſe Name was Laozeh, the 
Son of Rrighe Gabhra, finding him in Diſtreſs, and 
cloſe perſued, gave him the Weapon, which Conculionn 
threw inſtantly with all his Might, and pierced the 
unfortunate Conlaoch through the Body, which decided 
the Fortune of the Combat; for the young Hero fell 
dead upon the Spot by the Hands of his own Father. 

It were eaſy to enlarge and ſet off this Hiſtory with 
numerous Relations of Adventures of this Nature, be- 
tween the moſt renowned Champions of thoſe war- 

le o like Ages: I could, if my Bounds would allow me, give 
2 2 an Account of the Death of Congculionn, who was ſlain 
eegna7 For by the Children of Cailetin; in what Manner the brave 
does _ Feardia, the Son of Dombnoin, was killed by Congcu- 
unt ene liou, and how the ſeven Brothers, who were called the 
Wo. + -Maimes, and were the Sons of Oilioll More, and the fa- 
nd fer mous Meidhbh, Queen of Cinacht, loſt their Lives. 
Zane. Theſe and many more Tranſactions, that relate to Cong- 
culiuun, and other Champions of thoſe Times, might 
be particularly mentioned; but Volumes would not con- 
rain all the military Exploits of the Iriſh Heroes, and 
therefore they are not to be expected within the Com- 
paſs of this Hiſtory; but whoſoever deſires to be ac- 


quainted with theſe illuſtrious Events, may, if he un- 


derſtands the ancient Language of the Country, have 


Recourſe to Manuſcripts that are now preſerved in the 


Kingdom of Vreland, and whoſe Authority was never 
yet queſtioned, They are eaſie of Acceſs to the 8 
an 
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IRE LAND. 199 
and the Antiquaries are glad of the „ of 
communicating them. The Books, which treat of 
the Actions of theſe Heroes, are theſe, Bri/loch Muigh 
Muirtheimhne, Oideadh na gcurrudhe, Tain Bo Cuailgue, er 
Zain Bo Seaghambam Deargruathar Chonuill Chearnnig , he, 3 
Feis Eambna, Tam Bo Fleidbis, and many others upon *1* 
the ſame Subject. 

But notwithſtanding the Bounds ſet to this Hiſtory, it 
will be of ſome Uſe to take notice of the Death of a 
moſt diſtinguiſhed Champion, whoſe Fame is alive to 
this Day among the /77/h, and his Name was Conrigh, 
the Son of Daire; and what makes it proper to intro- 
duce this Tranſaction at this Time, is becauſe this va- 
liant Hero was cotemporary with Connor, King of Ul- 
fer, and was one of the moſt eminent Warriors of the 
Age. The Mother of this illuſtrious Perſon was Mo— 
rann Manannach, the Daughter of I, the Son of L:r- 
ſigbe, and Siſter to Eochaidh Eichbheul; and this Ac- 
count we receive from a Poet of great Antiquity in the 
following Manner, 


The virtuous Lady Morann Manannach, 
Daughter of valiant Ir, Son of Vinſighe, 
Siſter to Eochaidh Eichbheoil, | 

Was Mother of the moſt courageous Conrighe, 
The Son of Daire. 


It muſt be obſerved, that there were three principal 
Tribes, or Orders of Knights, or renowned Champi- 
ons in Ireland at that Time, that were the braveſt 
Perfons of the Age they lived in, and were fo con- rea 
feſſed by all Nations abroad; for their Valour, the do- 
Talneſs, and Proportion of their Bodies were made Suk 
the Wonder of all foreign Countries, and their Exploits amyep 7e. 
are not to be paralell'd in Hiſtory ; nor was the der 
Honn of Leinſter, able to engage with ever a one of 
them. The firſt Tribe of theſe Warriors were called the 
Champions of the Red Branch, in the Iriſh Language Cur- 
ruidhe na Craoibhe Ruadhe, and theſe were under the Com- 
mand of Connor, King of Ulſter. The ſecend Order were 


thoſe who had the Government '6fs Forrus Domh- 


noinm in Conacht, and the Maſter of thefe Knights was 


Oilioll Fionn. The third conſiſted of a ſelect Family of 


hereditary Courage called the Children of Deaghdba, 


who were under the Authoritiy of Conrigh, the Son of 


Daire 
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Dane, and they had their Reſidence in the Weſt of 
"Munſter. Thel Tribes were the moſt celebrated Heroes 
of thoſe Times; and they were never to be overcome 
by all the Champions of 
be conquered unleſs they quarreled among themſel ves, 
and by that Means fell by each other's Arms, 


A particular ACCOUNT of the 


DEATH CoNnRIicn, the Son of 
Daire. 


N Otwithſtanding the Bravery of this great Warrior, 


his Death was brought about in this Manner, as 
doe bay the genuine Records of Ireland particularly men- 
nous we tion. It happened that the Champions of Craobh Ru- 


no 76, adh, or the Red Branch, had Intelligence of a rich 
Iſland near the Coaſts of Scozland, that abounded with 


Gold, Silver, Jewels, and other valuable Commodities, 


which they reſolved to attack and plunder, and return 
home laden with Spoils; and, as an Inducement to 
ſharpen their Courage, they had heard there was in the 
blaad w- Iſland a moſt beautiful maiden Lady, that exceeded all 
2 Ai ot the Women of her Time, who was the Daughter of 
leon an ro. the Governor of the Country, and her Name was Bla- 
| naid. Conrigh underſtanding that the Knights of the Red 
Branch were going upon this Deſign, and had made 
themſelves ready for the Expedition, had Recourſe to 
his Necromantick Art, in which he was very expert, 
and which was a polite Study in thoſe Times; and by 
the Aſſiſtance of his Skill he transformed himſelf into 
a diſguiſed Shape, ſo that no Body knew him; and un- 
der this Cover he conveyed himſelf on Shipboard, and 

landed with them upon the Iſland. 
When they arrived, they found the Inhabitants in 
a Conſternation, and for Security and to prevent a 
Surpriſe, the Governor had removed his Daughter and 
her Jewels, and the moſt valuable Treaſure of the 


Country into a ſtrong Caſtle well fortified, and almoſt. 


impoſſible to be ſtormed; and what added to the Difh- 
culty, the Defenders of it were almoſt as ſkilful in Ma- 


gick as the Beſiegers, and ſummon'd all their Art to 


defend the Caſtle, There were ſeveral Attempts * 
+ h 7 


the World, nor could they 
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ſome fruitleſs Aſſaults, they began to deſpair of ac- 
compliſhing their Deſign, and Pad ſome Thoughts of 
quitting the Iſland. But Conrigh, in the Habit of a 
mean Perſon in a grey Habit, whoſe Heart was fixed 
upon the young Lady, conveyed himſelf among the 
commanding Officers, who were debating the Matter 
in a Council of War ; and when he found they re- 
ſolved to break up the Siege, boldly, and with a good 
Grace, oppoſed their Return to Ireland before they 
had taken the Caſtle; and engaged, under the Penalty 
of loſing his Life, that if they would give him the 
Liberty of chuſing one of the Jewels within the Ga- 
riſon, he would ſoon make them Maſters of it, and 
they might plunder it at their Pleaſure. Congculionn, 
who was the /::/þ General, joyfully accepted the Pro- 
5 and promiſed him upon his Honour he ſhould 

ave his Choice of the Plunder, and the Liberty to 
take which Jewel he pleaſed. Upon this Security Con- 
righ put himſelf at the Head of the Troops; for he 
was to command in the Aſſault; and advancing to the 
Walls of the Caſtle, he thought it Raſhneſs to depend 
wholly upon the Bravery of his Forces; and therefore 
made uſe of his Necromantick Art, which had that Effect 
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by the Iriſh without, but with no Succeſs; and after, 


as to ſtop the Motion of an enchanted Wheel that was 3<5ay eon- 


placed at the Caſtle Gate to prevent the Entrance of” 5 <1 


the Beſiegers. When he had removed this Difficulty, 
he forced the Gate, and made Way for the whole Ar- 
my, who entred, and put all the incloſed Iflanders 
to the Sword except the beautiful Blanaid: They plun- 
dred the Fort of all the Riches and Jewels they could 
find, and with great Treaſure and valuable Spoils they 
returned to their Shipping, and went on board, and 
landed in Ireland. | 8 8 

They directed their Way towards Eambam, and when 
they came there they reſolv'd to divide the Prey they 
had taken. Conrigb, in his grey Habit, applied himſelf 
to the General for his Choice of what Jewel he pleaſed, 
which he obliged himſelf upon Honour to allow him. 
Congculionn made no Objection, and Conrigh immedi- 


| ately took the young Lady by the Hand and faid, 


This is the Jewel I chooſe as a Reward for all my Ser- 
vices, The General, who had depended upon her for 
himſelf, reſolved to ſacrifice his Honour to his Love; 
and forcing the Lady from him, told him, that he had 

E ee deceived 


dun. 
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deceived him by the Manner of his Expreſſion, for he 
would ſtand to the Contract only in the Senſe he under- 
ſtood it, which was that he might chooſe which of the 
recious Stones he would, and that he might do if he 
pleas'd; but he would not deliver up the Lady, neither 
did the Laws of Honour oblige him to it. This An— 
ſwer ſurpriſed Cynrigh, who upbraided the General with 
the Breach of his Word, and reſolved upon the firſt Op- 
portunity to ſeizeupon her and convey her out of his mach, 
and he found means to effect this in a ſhort Time; for 
tho' he was not able to accompliſh it by Force, yet his 
Magical Art never fail'd him, and by Enchantment he 
ſtole away the Damſel unperceiv'd, and carried her off. 
Congculionn ſoon perceiv'd his fair Plunder was gone; 
and the Man in the grey Habit being miſſing at the ſame 
Time, he began to ſuſpect that Conrgh, the Son of Daire, 
made uſe of Nan Diſguiſe to ſteal her away, and inſtant- 
ly order'd Meſſengers every Way to perſue them, and he 
himſelf by good Fortune ſet out toward Munſter, and 
overtook Conrigh at Solochoid, He commanded him to 
give up the Lady, but he had more Gallantry than 
to comply, and told him that they would decide their 
Pretenſions in ſingle Combat, and the Victor ſhould 
claim the Lady as his Prize. Congenlionn accepted of 
the Challenge, and the Rivals fought deſperately, and 
the Victory was along Time doubtful; but Conrigh prov'd 
the happy Man, and overcame the General, whom henſed - 
in an ignominious, and, (were it not the Cuſtom of the - 
Country,) in an ungenerous Manner; for he tied him 
Neck and Heels, and, which is the greateſt Teſti- 
mony of Diſgrace, he cut off his Hazr with his Sword, 
and left him in a very deplorable Condition. When 
he had ſecured his Rival, and expoſed him to all ima- 
ginable Shame, he perſued his Journey, and came with 
his fair Jewel into the Weſt of Munſter. 
He had no ſooner left the Place of Combat, but 


Laoigb, the Son of Riogb an Gabhra, a Servant to Cong- 


culionn, came up to his Maſter, and when he had 
unbound him, took Care of his Wounds, and they retired 
with all poſſible Expedition into the Wilderneſs of 
Ulſter, near a Place called Beanaibh Boirche; and in this 
Solitude the diſgraced General, attended with his Man, 
continued for the Space of a Year, in which 


Time they never appeared in publick, bat lived pri- 


vately, and concealed themfelves from the — 
0 
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of the Inhabitants. 
tion was, becauſe it was a Sign of Cowardice, and the 
moſt infamous Scandal to a Champion or a profeſſed 
Soldier to be without his Hair. When the Vear was 
expired, Congculionn, as he wandered about, came to 
the Top of Binn Boirche, and looking about him he 
obſerved a great Flight of large black Birds flying 
from the Worth Sea, and landing upon the Shore. He 


immediately advanced toward them, and, with an En- 


gine called Taubbheim, he perſued them inceſſantly Day 
and Night, and killed a Bird of them in every County 
of the Kingdom, till he came to Habh Bromn in the 
Weſt of Munſter. 

In his Return he was ſurpriſed with the Sight of the 
beautiful Blanaid, near the Bank of Fnnglaye, a River 
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And the Reaſon of this Reſolu = 


in the County of Kerry, where Conrigh had a noble Again 


Seat, and lived in great State and Magnificence. 


Cong- Ccongeul: mM 


culionn addreſſed himſelf to her, and ſhe immediately” e 


knew him; and after they had converſed for a ſhort 
Time, the Lady could not forbear confeſſing that ſhe 
loved him above all Men living, and intreated him to 
believe that it was againſt her Conſent that ſhe was 
divorced from him, and therefore deſired that about 
the next Al/lhallow-tide, he would come with an armed 
Force, and deliver her from the Tyranny of a Man, 
whom ſhe hated, and ſhe would take Care that Conrigh 
ſhould have no Guards about him to oppoſe the De- 
ſign, which ſhe was confident if he had but the Cou- 
rage to attempt, ſhe could aſſure him of Succeſs. Cong- 
culionn gallantly promiſed that he ſhould be Ne 
for the Adventure by that Time, and depended upon 
her Management for the happy Iſſue of it, and with 
the moſt endearing Expreſſions on both Sides they took 
their Leave. He directly went to the Court of Cannon, 
King of Ulſter, to whom he communicated the Engage- 
ments he was under to the Lady, and intreated that 
he would ſupply him with a ſufficient Body of Troops 
for the Purpoſe. The King approved of his Deſign, 
and promiſed him all fuitable Aſſiſtance and Protec- 
tion. 

In the mean Time Blauaid, the better to carry on 
the Intrigue, and make it ſafe for her Lover, adviſed 
Conrigh, over whom ſhe had a great Influence, to erect 
a ſtately Palace for his Reſidence, that ſhould exceed 


more 


all the Buildings in theKingdom; and to make it 
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more noble, and the better to provide Materials, ſhe thought 
not improper, ſince he was in Peace with his Neigh- 
bours, to employ his Holdiery, who were diſtinguiſhed 
,£ ne e by the Name of Clana Deagba, to gather all the Stones 
8 of a larger Size that ſtood upright, for the Foundation 
of the Building, with Deſign that all the experienced 
Warriors that belonged to Conrigh, ſhould be diſperſed 
all the Kingdom over at the Time when Congculionn 
promiſed to relieve her, and carry her off. The un- 
fortunate Huſband, deceived by this Stratagem, com- 
plied, and gave immediate Orders that all his Forces 
ſhould ſcatter themſclves all the Country over to col- 
le& Stones for the Fabrick; and his Commands were 
obeyed; for he did not reſerve ſo much as a Troop to 
guard his Perſon, or to employ upon any Emergencies 
of the Government. 

The News, that Conrigh had ſent away his Army, 
was ſoon conveyed to Congeulionn, who thought this 
Time the moſt proper to execute his Purpoſe, eſpe- 
cially ſince the Forces, made up of the Clana Deagha, 
were likewiſe removed; for theſe made up a 
formidable Band, and were ſome of the braveſt Soldiers 
zeaf torg-in the World. He put himſelf accordingly at the Head 
ext or, Of a reſolute Body of Troops that were given him by 
blanzee. Commr, King of Ulſter, and began his March. He 
ſoon arrived near the Seat of Conrigh, and privately 
lodged his Men in a thick Wood near the Palace. His 
firſt Buſineſs was to diſpatch a Meſſenger to Blanaid, 
to notifie his Arrival, with a ſufficient Force to carry 
her off, which he would attempt in what Manner ſhe 

propoſed. The Lady was tranſported with the News, and 
ſent him Word thatſhe would take Care, Conrigh ſhould be 
unable to make Oppoſition ; for ſhe would ſteal his Sword; 
and he ſhould know what Time was the moſt proper to at- 
rack the Palace by this Sign: There was a Brook which 
ran from the Seat where Conrzgh lived, thro? the Wood 
where Congerlionn had encamped; into this Rivulet ſhe 
propoſed to pour a large Quantity of Milt, ſufficient 
to diſcoulour the Stream, and Congeulionn was to ob- 
ſerve when the Water ran white, and immediately to draw 
out his Men, and break into the Caſtle. The Meſſen- 
ger returned, and the General ſtrictly obſerved the Di- 
rections, anddiſcovering the Brook to be uhite with the 
1 Milk, he ſallied out, and forced his Way into the Palace 
jo. © without Oppoſtion, and flew Conrigh,who had not ſo much 
„ as 
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as a Sword for his Defence, otherwiſe he would have fold SV 
his Life dearly. Blanaid threw her ſelf into the Arms 
of the Conqueror, who carried her away with him into 
ter. The Rivulet obtained its Name from this me- 
morable Tranſaction, and from the Yhiteneſs of the 
Water, occaſioned by the Mull, was called Fionnglaiſe; 
for the Word Fionn in the Iriſh Language ſignifies ite, 
and Glaiſe is the ſame with the Word Brook in Engliſb, 
and by joining both Words they ſound Hounglaiſb. 
But the perfidious Blanaid did not long ſurvive her 
Treachery; for the unhappy Conrigh retained a Poet in 
his Court, whoſe Name was Feircheirine, who perſued 
the Conqueror and his Miſtreſs into Mer, reſolving to 
ſacrifice the baſe Woman to the Ghoſt of his murder'd 
Maſter. When he arrived he found Congculionn and 
Blanaid with many of the principal Nobility attending 
upon Connor, the King of that Province, who diverted 
himſelf by walking upon the Top of avery ſteep Rock, 
called in the /r:/þ Language Rinchin Beara: The Poet 
watching his Opportunity obſerved Blanaid ſtanding up- 
on the very Edge of the Cliff, and addreſſing himſelf, 
as if he made his Compliment to her, he ſeized upon 4zas | 
her violently with all his Force, and claſping her in his tame an 
Arms, he threw himſelf headlong with her down the"? /* 
Precipice, and they were both daſhed to Pieces. f 
I ſhall no longer interrupt the Connexion of this Hi- 
ſtory, by relating the heroic Exploits and Atchieve- 
ments of the ancient Worthies of /re/and; but ſo much 
was thought proper to be obſerved as a Specimen of 
the Bravery of thoſe ancient Champions, and to convince 
Poſterity that the Anceſtors of the genuine Iriſh were 
a warlike and generous People, and deſerve to have 
their Names and their Actions recorded for their own 
Honour, and for the Example and Improvement of fu- 
ture Ages. I ſhall now proceed regularly to the ſuc- 
ceſſive Reigns of the Iriſh Monarchs. eee 
Evchaidh, who had the Sirname of Areamb, ſuc- 4. x. ;5;; 
ceeded in the Throne; this Prince was the Son of 
Fin, Son of Finloga, Son of Noigbnein Ruadb, Son of 
' Eaſamuin Eambna, Son of Blathachta, Son of Labbra 
Luirc, a Deſcendent from the Royal Line of Heremon, 
and governed the Iſtand twelve Years: He was diſtin- 
guiſhed by the Name of Eochaidh Arreamb, becauſe it 
was he that firſt introduced the Cuſtom of burying 
the Dead in Graves dug within the Earth ; for the Word 
Fff Arreamh 
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SYV A4reamh in the Iriſh Language 3 a Grave. The 
Mfileſians and their Poſterity, before the Reign of this 
Monarch, were uſed to cover their Dead by raiſin 
great Heaps of Cay or Stones over their Bodies, which 
Practice this Prince aboliſhed, as not ſo decent and ſe- 
cure. Heloſt his Life by Hoabmall at Freambain Teabhtha, 

A. M. 3904. FEiderſeeotl was his Succeſſor ; he was the Son of Eogan, 
Son of Oilioll, Son of Jar, Son of Deagha, Son of Hun, 
Son of Roiſin, Son of Trem, Son of Rothremn, Son of Arrm- 
dil, Son of Maine, Son of Forga, Son of Fearadhach, Son 
of Oiliolla Huroun, Son of Fiacha Fearmara, Son of 
Aongns Tuirmheach, Son of Eochaidh Foitleathan, of the 
Poſterity of Heremon, and wore the Crown fix Years, 
but was killed by Nuadha Neacht at Allm. 

A. M. 39570. Nuadha Neacht was the ſucceeding Monarch; he 
was the Son of Seadua Srothbhach, Son of Lughaidh Loith- 
fin, Son of Breaſal Breac, Son Fiochadb Fiorbric, Son 
of Oilliolla Glas, Son of Fearaidhach Foglas, Son of Mu- 
adhat Follamham, Son of Alloid, Son of Art, Son of 
Criomhthan Coferach, Son of Fearaidhach Fionn, Son 
of Breaſal Breagamhum, Son of Aongus Gailine, deſcend- 
ed from the Line of Heremon, and reigned but half a 

1onen as Year. He was known by the Name of Nuaghadh Ne- 

r cal fro acht from the Latin Word Nix, which ſignifies Snow; 

ara. for his Hin was ſo exceeding white as to 5 compared 
to the driven Sow. This Prince fell by the Sword of 
Conaire, the Son of Eiderſgeoil. | 

A.M. 950. Conaire, who was ſirnamed the Great, ſeized upon 
the Government; he was the Son of Eiderſgeoil, Son of 
Hogan, Son of Oiliolla, derived from the Line of Here- 
mon, and filled the Throne thirty Years, or, if we be- 
lieve another Computation, he reigned ſeventy Years. 
It is to be obſerved, that from this Monarch the noble Fa- 

o eonge h mily of the Earnigbs in Munſter deſcended, and of the Da- 

- Be Se zlriadhs in Scotland. The Earnghs firſt went into Mun- 

Avinan7 ſter in the Time of Duach Dalta Deaghadh; and the 

mae Occaſion of their ſettling there, as the ancient Poet 

' Cormac mac Culllenan records in his Pſalter of Caſhel, 
was the ſuperior Force of Clana Rughruidhe, of the Po- 
ſterity of E. the Son of Mileſius, who expelled them 
out of their former Poſſeſſions, and routed them in 
eight ſeveral Engagements, which forced them to fly for 
Refuge into Munſter, where they became powerful, and 
got large Eſtates, and they flouriſhed in this Province from 

the Time of Duach Dalta Deaghadh to the Reign of 1 

4 
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ha Nuagat, inſomuch that they were obliged to extend 
their Settlements; and in Proceſs of Time they ſpread 
themſelves Weſtwards of [verahagh; and from thence 
to the Weſtern Iſlands in Munſter, as the Hiſtory, of 
that Province particularly mentions. This Tribe ar- 
rived: to that Authority as to take upon themſelves the 
Command of the whole Country, which they govern- 
ed till the Reign of Mogha Nuagat, by whom they 
were expelled, and forced to ſeek for new Habitations, 
Conaire, the Monarch of [reland, was deprived of his 
Crown and his Life by Aingeal Caol, Son of the King of 
Males. | 
Lughaidh Riabdearg fill'd the Throne; He was the 4. M 4000. 
Son of Fineambnas, Son of Eodcaidh Feidblioch, Son of 
Finn, Son of Finlogba, deſcended from the royal Line 
of Heremon, and reign'd over the Kingdom twenty 
Years; This Monarch enter'd into Alliance with the 
King of Denmark, whoſe Daughter Dearborguill, he 
obtained for his Wife; He received the Title of Lu- 
ghaidh Riabhdearg upon the Account of two Red Circles, 
one encompaſſd his Neck, the other ſurrounded his 
Body. Upon ſome Diſcontent he put an End to his own 
Life by falling upon his Sword. There is an Account zag beg- 
to be met with in ſome of the /r;/þ Chronicles, that bar »» 
this Prince was begot by three Brothers, by commit- Sale ve le | 
ing Inceſt with their own Siſter, when they were intoxi- head. 
cated with Wine; the Brothers and the Siſter, as the 
fame Authority aſſerts, were the Children of Eochaidh 
Feidhlivch, one of the Kings of Ireland. 
Connor Abhraidhruadh ſucceeded in the Government; 4. M. 4020. 
He was the Son of Feargus Fairge, Son of Nuadbadh 
Neach, Son of Seadhna Sithbhaic, a Prince of the Po- en dre 
ſterity of Heremon, and wore the Crown but one Vear; A ee. 
the Reaſon why he was diſtinguiſh'd by the Name of 
Connor Abhradhruadh was, becauſe the Hair of his Hye- 
brows was Red; for the Word Abhradhruadh in the 1ri/h 
Language ſignifies Red Eye-brows. 
Criombthan Niadhnar was his Succeſſor ; He was the“. M. 421. 
Son of Lughaidh Riabhdearg, deſcended from the Line 
of Heremon, and reign'd Monarch of the Iſland ſixteen : 
Years. He was known by the Name of Criombthan 13 
adhnar, becauſe he was one of the braveſtand moſt vifforiousgas bras 
Champions of the Age he lived in; for the Word Madberioro 
in the Iriſh Language ſignifies a Bold Hero. It was in 
the twelfth Year of the Reign of this Prince, that Jeſus 


3 Chriſt 
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WYV Chriſt the Saviour of the World was born: His Death 
was occaſioned by an unfortunate Fall from his Horſe, 

A.D4z Fearaidhach Honfachtnach obtained the Government 

He was the Son of Criombthan Madbnar, Son of Lu- 

ghaidh Riabhdearg, of the Poſterity of the Line of Here- 

mon, and he reigned twenty Years ; his Mother was Var 

Tath Chaoch, Daughter of Laoch Son of Daire, who 

livd in the Land of the Pics or Hcotland. He was 

diſtinguiſh'd by the honourable Title of Fearazdhach 

Fionfachtaach ; becauſe he was a Prince of f{ri#? Juſtice, 

and govern'd his Subjects with Equity and Moderation 

all his Reign; for the Word Fachinach in the Iriſh Lan- 

guage ſignifies ut and equitable; and he had the moſt 

lawful Claim to that Title, for a Monarch of more Inte- 

grity and Virtue never fat upon the Throne of Ireland. 

In the Reign of this Prince it was, that Moran, the 

Son of Maoin, lived, and was the Chief Juſtice of the 

Kingdom. He was called, by Way of Eminence, the 

juſt Fudge, and he was the firſt that wore the wonder- 

ful Collar, called in the /r:/þ Language Jadh Morain. 

tos Nojum This Collar was attended with a moſt ſurpriſing Virtue; 

ao for if it was tied about the Neck of a wicked Judge, 

who intended to pronounce falſe Judgment, it would im- 
mediately ſhrink, and contract it ſelf cloſe, and almoſt ſto 

the Breath ; but if the Perſon that wore it chang'd his 

Reſolution, and reſolved fincerely to be ft in his Sen- 

tence, it would inſtantly inlarge itſelf, and hang looſe 

about the Neck. This miraculous Collar was likewiſe 

uſed, to prove the Integrity of the Witnefles, who were 

to give Evidence in the Courts of Judicature; and if it 

were tied about the Neck of a Perſon who deſigned to 

give a falſe Teſtimony, it would wonderfully ſhrink 

cloſe and extort the Truth, or continue contracting it 

ſelf till it had throttled him. And from this Practice 

aroſe the Cuſtom in the Judicatories of the Kingdom, 

for the Judge, when he ſuſpected the Veracity of a 

Witneſs, and propoſed to terrify him to give true Evi- 

dence, to charge him ſolemnly to ſpeak the 

Truth, for his Life was in Danger if he falſified, be- 

cauſe the Fatal Collar, the Joab Morain was about his 

Neck, and would inexorably proceed to Execution. This 

Fearaidhach Fionfachinach died a natural Death at 

Liatrym. 

4. P. 2 Fiachadh Fiom (from whom deſcended lineally the 

Dail Fiathach) was the ſucceeding Monarch; he 

3 Was 


1 Ho * i 
e 5 OO ——, <_ 


o * — - 
= . -— v2 en — K — — IIS 
= 2 w- - 
r 


: IRELAND. 209 


was the Son of Dazre, Son of Dluthig, Son of Der/in, WWVw 
- Son of Eochaidb, Son of Sum, Son of Naſin, derived 

from the princely Stock of Heremon ; he fat upon the 

Throne three Years, and fell by the Sword of F:achadh 

Fionoludh. 

Fiachahh Fionoluidh was his Succeſſor ; he was the Son 4. D. 27. 

of Fearardhach Finfachtnach, deſcended from the Poſte- 

rity of Heremou, and governed the Kingdom twenty 

Years. He was called the Prince of the white Cows, >> pew 

and the Reaſon of this Diſtinction was, becaule all the Au ng 

Time of his Reign the greateſt Number of the Cows — = 

were hte over all the Kingdom: This gave him the 2 

Name of Fiomoluidh; for the Word in the ih Lan- "ag 

guage ſignifies white Cows, Fionn is the ſame as white, 

and Oluidh is in the Enghſh a Cow. It mult be obſerved 

in this Place, that the Chronicle of Hi aſſerts, that 

the Scots had poſſeſſed themſelves of the Kingdom of 

Scotland in the Year of our Redemption ſeventy three, 

which was before Carbre Riada was born. This 

Fiochadh was murthered by the Plebeiaus of Ireland, 

called in the Iriſb Language Aubeach Tuatha. 

Cairbre Cinncait filled the Throne; he was the Son 4 D. . 
of Dubhthaig, Son of Rughruidhe, Son of Diochuin, Son 
of Tait, Son of Luighre, Son of Oiris, Son of Earn- 
duilbh, Son of Rionoil, Son of the King of Denmark, 
who came into Ireland with Labhra Lumgseach to the 
Fort of Tuama Teanbhoith, and he fat upon the Throne 
five Years: He was, as ſome of the Chronicles aſſert, 
deſcended from the Poſterity of the F:rbolgs, and was 
known by the Name of Carbre Ciuncait, ee his 
Ears were of an uncommon Shape, and reſembled the 
Ears of a Cat. This Prince fixed himſelf in the Go- 
vernment by one of the moſt barbarous Acts of Trea- 
ſon thatisto be met with in Hiſtory. The Manner was 
thus. ; 
here was a Conſpiracy form'd by the common and 
raſcally People of the Kingdom, the ordinary Mecha- 
nicks, and the meaneſt of the Plebeiaus to dethrone 
the reigning Monarch, to murther the Nobility and 
Gentry, and by that Means to ſeize upon the Govern- 
ment; and to accompliſh their Deſign, which 
was carried on with the utmoſt Secrecy, they reſolved 
ro provide a moſt magnificent Entertainment, and to 
invite the King, the petty Princes, the Nobility and 
Gentry of the Kingdom to the Feaſt, that was to 
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A be celebrated at a Place called Magh Cru in the Province 
of Conacht. This Feaſt was three Years in making rea- 
dy; for they could not furniſh ſuitable Proviſion for 
ſo numerous an Aſſembly in leſs Time; and within that 
Space the Conſpirators reſerved and laid up the third 

fleas brat Part of their Corn and other Neceflaries to furniſh 

NE ® the Entertainment. When every Thing was thus pre— 
pared with great State and Plenty, the King and 
Princes, the Nobility and Gentry of the Ifland were in- 
vited, and fatally accepted of the Invitation to their own 
Ruin. The principal Gueſt was Fzachadh Fionoluidh, 
the Monarch of [re/and, who brought his Queen with 
him, her Name was E:hne, Daughter to the King of 
Scotland; the ſecond in Quality was Ferdh, Son of Ha- 
heieh Chaoich, King of Munſter, he had his Wife with 
him, whoſe Name was Beartha, Daughter to the King 
of Wales; the third was Breaſal, the Son of Firb, King 
of Ulſter, his Wife likewiſe was preſent at the Enter- 
tainment, and her Name was Aline, Daughter of the 
King of Exg/and. Theſe Princes were attended with 
a numerous and ſplendid Retinue, which conſiſted of 
the prime Nobility and Gentry of the ſs HK 

There were three Perſons particularly who were the 
Ring-leaders, and principally directed this Conſpiracy ; 
their Names were Monach, Buan, and Carbre Cinucait 
that uſurped the Government of [reland, who was the 
chief Traytor, and by his wicked Policy contrived the 
Entertainment. The Feaſt continued for the Space of 
nine Days, in great Splendor, and when that Time was ex- 
pired, the Plebeiaus and the vileſt Scum of the People, led 
on by their Generals, fell ſuddenly upon the royal Gueſts, 
the Nobility and all the Company, and put them to the 

mgbes & Sword without Diſtinction, except the three Queens, 

06 5 who; by good Providence, were all big with Child, 

eimoß an and moved the Compaſſion of the Traytors : But they 

1 reſolved not to truſt long to their Mercy; for upon 

| the firſt Opportunity they made their Eſcape, and land- 
cd ſafely in Hcotland. Here they fell in Travail, and 
cach of them was delivered of aSon, whoſe Names were 
Tuathal Teachtmar, Tiobruide Tirioch, and Corbulan. 

Theſe Confuſions ſo diſtreſſed the People, that they 
were reduced to the utmoſt Extremities, and to a State 
of Deſpondency : They had no Encouragement to fol- 
low their Buſineſs and Occupations ; the Fields lay un- 
manur'd, and a moſt deſperate Famine followed : Theſe 
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were the Effects of the Uſurpation, which at laſt opened WWW 
the Eyes of the Inhabitants, who began to inquire after 
the young Princes, and reſolved to reſtore them to 
their juſt Rights. When they had Intelligence that 
they were in Scotland, they invited them in the moſt 
ſubmiſſive Manner to return to their Country, and de- 
liver their Subjects out of the Hands of thoſe Tyrants, who 
had oppreſſed them for many Years; and they pro- 
miſed to vindicate their Titles, and put them in Poſ- 
ſeſſion of their Crowns. The Princes, unwilling to 
rely wholly upon the loyal Tenders of the unſteady 
Populace, would not accept of the Invitation, unleſs 
they would bind themſelves by an Oath of Allegiance 
to continue in their Obedience, which they willingly 
ſubmitted to; and accordingly the exiled Kings led 
them back into Ireland, where they were received by 
the general Acclamations of the People; the Tyrants 
were deſtroyed, the Country was reſtored to its former 
State of Plenty and Happineſs, and a final End put to 
the Uſurpation. | N 

Since we are relating the Lives of the ancient 17/h 
Monarchs, it may not be improper to obviate an Ob- 
jection that might be offered concerning the Genealogy 
of theſe Princes; for if it ſhould be thought ſurpriſing 
that the Iriſh Writers of late Ages deduce the Deſcent 
of the Kings either from the Sons of Mileſius, or from 
Lughaidh, the Son of Iih; and likewiſe if it ſhould ſeem 
unaccountable, that the principal Families of 7reland to 
this Day derive their Original from ſome of the Branches 
of the Mileſian Line, without owning themſelves to be 
the Deſcendents of any Officer or Soldier, who came 
over in this Expedition, and, it may be preſumed, 
left a Poſterity behind them: In Anſwer to theſe Diffi- 
culties, it muſt be obſerved, that the ancient Records of 
the Kingdom, particularly the Books that treat of the 
Reigns and Conqueſts of the Kings, take expreſs No- 
tice of the Ruin and Extirpation of the Poſterity of the 
Mileſian Soldiery; for in Proceſs of Time they dege- 
nerated into a barbarous and rebellious Race of Men, 
and uſed their Princes in the moſt ſeditious and inhu- 
man Manner; for which turbulent and diſloyal Prac- 
tices the Monarchs by Degrees weeded them out of the 
Kingdom; and thoſe few that remained, were fo vile 
and infamous, that the Antiquaries never preſerved 
their Genealogies, but paſſed them over in Oblivion, 
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as a Reproach and Scandal to the Iriſb Nation. But 
to return to our Hiſtory. 

J. D. 59. Elm obtained the Government of the Iſland; he 
was the Son of Conrach, Son of Rugbruidhe, Son of 
Sthrighe, Son of Dubb, Son of Fomhorr, of the royal 
Line of Ir, the Son of Mileſius, King of Hain, and 
reigned twenty Years, but was at Length {lain by 7ua- 
thal Teachtmar at the Battel of Archle. 

A. P. 9. Tuathal Teachtmar was his Succeſſor; he was the Son 
of Fiachadh Fionoladh, Son of Fearaidhach Fion Feacht- 
augh, Son of Crimbihan Niadbuar, of the Poſterity of 

ery Heremon, and fill'd the Throne thirty Years, He re— 

einm le lin ceived the Name of Tuathal Teachtmar, from that State 
cbacal re- of Plenty and publick Tranquillity, which he ſettled 

a 7* over the whole Kingdom by ſucceeding in the Govern- 
ment for the Word Teachtmar in the Iriſh Language ſigni- 
fies Frufulneſs and Proſperity. This Tuathal Teachtmar was 
the only Child of Fachadh Fionoluidh, and his Mother 
was big with Child of him when ſhe was forced to fly 
into Scotland, ſome Time after the bloody Maſſacre of 
Magh Cru in Conacht, at which Time the Pleberans re- 
bell'd, and by murthering the reigning Princes, the 
Nobility and Gentry of the Kingdom, ſeized up- 
on the Government. The Mother of this Monarch 
took great Care of his Education, and brought him up 
ſuitable to his Quality, till he was twenty five Years of 
Age. It has been obſerved before, that the Kingdom 
of [reland ſuffered great Calamities under the Tyranny 
of the Uſurpers, and was particularly diſtreſs'd by a 
ſore and long Famine: Theſe Miſeries at length rous'd 
up the Spirit of the People, who applied themſelves to 

dei dog their learned Druids and Soothſayers to know the Cauſe 

23238 of theſe Misfortunes, and what Remedy would be effec- 

ne va ne- tual to redreſs them. The Prieſts had Recourſe to their 

ors. Art, and upon Conſultation they found that the Cauſe 
| of all their Afflictions, was the barbarous Murther of 
the Kings, the Nobility and Gentry, and the Expul- 

ſion of the lawful Heirs; and therefore they told the 
Plebeiaus, that nothing could atone to Heaven for their 
Diſloyalty and Barbarities, and remove the Famine out 

of the Land, but a Reſolution to return to their Alle- 
giance, to recall their exil'd Monarch, and eſtabliſh him 
upon the Throne of his Anceſtors, which was the only 
Method to recover the State out of Confuſion, and ſet- 

tle the Tranquillity of the Nation, The FR" 3 

I uc' 


IREL AND 


213 


duc'd to the laſt Extremity by Want, were pleaſed with Y 


this Anſwer, and finding upon Inquiry, that Frachadh 
Fionoluidh had a Son in Scotland, whoſe Name was 7ua- 
thal, they conſulted together to ſend Meſſengers to Scor- 
land with a Tender of their Loyalty, and an Offer to 
hx the injured King upon the Throne of his Progeni- 
tors. | 

And to favour the Reſtoration of this young Prince, 
there were ſome of the Nobility and Gentry remaining 
in the Country, who had the Fortune not to be pre- 
ſent at the Entertainment when the Maſlacre was com- 
mitted; Theſe were upon all occaſions promoting the 
Intereſt of Tuathal Teachimar, and lifpoking the People 
to inſiſt upon his Return; the Chief of theſe was Gan- 
dum Deaſurg out of Leinſter. 

But there were two Gentlemen, Fiachadh Caiſiun, 
and Fronmal his Couſin, who ſignally diſtinguith'd them- 
ſelves in theſe dangerous Times againſt the Party of the 
Uſurpers; for they raiſed five hundred reſolute Men, 
and when they were well arm'd and diſciplin'd, they 
ranged about the Country, ſpoiling and killing the Ple- 
beian Rebels in all Parts of the Kingdom, which was 
a great Support to the Royal Clauſe, and by Degrees ſo 
diſpirited the Male-contents, that they began to long 
for a Change of Government, and paſſionately deſired 
a Revolution. 

The Meſſengers of the People arriving in Scotland, 
delivered their Credentials to Tuathal Teachtmar, who be- 
ing inform'd of the deplorable State of his oppreſs'd 
Country, reſolv'd to attempt a Recovery of his Right, 
and aboliſh the Tyranny of the Uſurpers. According- 
ly he went on board with all poſſible Expedition, and 
taking his Mother with him, who was Eithne the 
Daughter of the King of Scotland, and a ſtrong Body 
of old experienced Soldiers, he landed ſafely at Jor- 
rus Dombrionn. Here he met with the loyal Party of 
Forces, headed by the brave Fiachadh Caiſinn, who were 
plundering and deſtroying the Country of the Rebels 
with Fire and Sword; and joining with their Troops, 


the young Prince directed his March to Tara, where 


he found the principal Men of the Kingdom aſſembled 
in his Favour, who received him with joyful Acclamati- 


ons, and in a ſolemn and magnificent Manner proclaimed | 


Tuathal King of Ireland. 


H h h 
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WMlimthe Son of Conrach, had then poſſeſs'd himſelf of 

the Government of [/reland, being an elective King 

choſen by the Suffrage of the Plebeiaus, after the Death 

of Canbre Cinn Cait. The Ulurper alarm'd at theſe Pro- 

ceedings, prepared himſelf for Defence, and having 

raiſed what Power the Exigency of the Time would per- 

mit, he marched what Forces he had againſt Tuatha, 

an cuttal and gave him Battel at Aichle, where his new raiſed 

teafn9 10 Army were ſoon broken and defeated, and he himſelf 

8 lain. This Succeſs ſo animated the royal Party, that 

choo v gae they perſued their Victory, and fell upon the Plebeians, 

2 de and routed them in all Parts of the Kingdom: But this 

was not accompliſhed without great Difficulty; for the 

Rebels had made themſelves ſtrong by a Poſſeſſion of 

five and twenty Years, and they tried their Fortune in 

ſeveral Engagements before they were abſolutely quell'd. 

But at length, by the ſuperior Bravery of the King's 

Troops, they were reduced; for they were defeated in 

five and twenty Battels in Leſter, in five and twenty 

Battels in Conacht, and in five and twenty Battels in 
Munſter. 

Tuathal, by theſe repeated Victories, put an End to 
the Uſurpation, redeem'd the Nobility and Gentry from 
the Oppreſſion of the Commons, and reſtored Happineſs 

* and Tranquillity to the Kingdom. When he had fixed 
afud ebz- himſelf in the Government, he convened the general 
ge Aſſembly of Tarab, after the Example of his royal Pre- 
22 deceſſors in the Throne of Ireland, who always ſum— 
bos ag nd mon'd a Parliament in the Beginning of their Reigns, 
1 to debate upon the Affairs of the State, and conſult 
| the Welfare and Peace of the Publick. The Nobility 
and Gentry of the Iſland joyfully met him, and in 
this Convention they recogniſed his Title to the Crown, 
confeſſed him to be their lawful and rightful Monarch, 
and promiſed to ſupport his Government againſt all fo- 
reign and domeſtick Enemies with their Lives and For- 
runes. And as a farther Teſtimony of their Loyalty, 
they engaged to continue the Succeſſion in his Family 
for ever, in the very ſame Manner as they promiſed to 
Igaine More, one of his Predeceſſors. | 

In this Aſſembly it was, that Tuathal ſeparated a 
Tract of Land from each of the four Provinces, which 
met together at a certain Place; and of that Part which 
he took he made the Country of Meath, as it appears 
at this Day. For tho' the Territory of Land, that is 
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adjacent to Viſucach, was known by the Name of NH-. 


h, from the Time of the Sons of Memedius, till the 
Reign of this Monarch Trathal, yet the Proportion 
that was thus ſeparated and divided from the reſt, 
was not ſo called till the Time of this Prince, who 
eſtabliſhed it as a diſtin& Part of the Country from 
every one of the Provinces, as before mentioned. 


In each Portion taken out of the Provinces Twathal 


erected a magnificent Palace; in the Tract he divided 
from Munſter, and added to Meath, he built the royal 
Seat of Tlachtga, where the Fire Tlachtga was ordained 
to be kindled. The Uſe of this /acred Hire was to ſum- 
mon the Prieſts, the Augurs and Druzds of Ireland, to 
repaii thither, and aſſemble upon the Eve of A Gains, 
in order to conſume the Sacrifices that were offered to 
their Pagan Gods; and it was eſtabliſhed under the Pe- 
nalty of a great Fine, that no other Fre ſhould be kin- 
dled upon that Night throughout the Kingdom; fo 
that the Fire, that was to be uſed in the Country, was 
to be derived from this holy Fire; for which Privilege 
the People were to pay a Scraball, which amounts to 
three Pence every Year,as an Acknowledgment to the King 
of Munſter, becauſe the Palace of Tlachtga, where this 
Fire burn'd, was the Proportion taken from the Pro- 
vince of Munſter, and added to the Country of Me- 
ath. 

The ſecond royal Palace that was erected, was in the 
Proportion taken from the Province of Conacht, and 
here was a general Convocation aſſembled of all the In- 
habitants of the Kingdom that were able to appear, 


which was called the Convocation of /i/weach, and kept ſosbge 54 


upon the firſt Day of May, where they offered Sacri- 


nondOITe 


fices to the principal Deity of the Iſland, whom they doñ an de- 


adored under the Name of Beul. Upon this Occaſion 
they were uſed to kindle two Fires in every Territory in 
the Kingdom, in Honour of this Pagan God. It was a 
ſolemn Ceremony at this Time to drive a Number of 
Cattel of every Kind between theſe Fires; this was 
conceived to be an Antidote and a Preſervation againſt 
the Murrain, or any other peſtilential Diſtemper among 
Cattel for the Year following; and from theſe Fires 


that were made in Worſhip of the God Beul, the Day + 


upon which the Chriſtian Feſtival of St. Philip and St. 
James is obſerved, is called in the /rz/þ Language Beul- 


inne. The Derivation of the Word is thus, La in- 


[riſh 


ib fdlly a. 
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ip ſignifies a Day, Beul is the Name of the Pagan 
Deity, and Teiune is the ſame with Fire in the Engliſh, 
which Words, when they are pronounced together, 
ſound La Beultinne. At this Time the Inhabitants, for 
Want of the Conveniency of coined Money, would 
change and barter their Horſes, their Arms, or what 
other valuable Things they had, for different Neceſ- 
faries which they had Occaſion for, which was the Way 
of buying and ſelling in thoſe Ages. The King of C;- 
nacht, as a Tribute and Acknowledgment, had a Horſe 
and Arms for every Lord of a Mannor or Chieftain of 
Lands that came to this Aſſembly; and the Reaſon of 
this Claim was, becauſe the Tract of /i/reach was a 
Proportion ſeparated from the Province of Conacht, in 
order to inlarge the Borders of Meath. 

The third royal Seat erected by Trathal, was the 
Palace of Taziltean which was a Territory added to 
Meath, and originally belong'd to the Province of V- 
ter. At this Place was the celebrated Farr of Tailtean 
held, which was the more remarkable in that the Inha- 
bitants of the Iſland brought their Children hither, that 
were of a ſuitable Age, and contracted with one another, 
about the Marriage of them. And the ſtricteſt and moſt 
becoming Order was obſerved in this Meeting; for the 
Men were placed by themſelves, the Women likewiſe 

wid 4 tat had a peculiar Place at a convenient Diſtance aſſign'd 

2 J leg them, where they treated about the Diſpoſal of their 

leo pen t. Children; and when the Articles were agreed upon, 
they proceeded to the Ceremony. 

It muſt be obſerv'd here, that Lughaidh T.ambfhada, 
was the firſt Monarch, who eſtabliſh'd the Fazr of Tail- 
zean, in Honour to the Memory of 7az/te the Daughter 
of Maghmor King of Hain, and Wife to E:chadh the 
Son of Euc, the laſt King of the Hirbolgs, as before 
mentioned. In this Field was buried that renowned 
Queen by Lughaidh Lambfhadha, who, in Commemora- 
tion of her, inſtituted the Farr of Tailiean; becauſe ſhe 
had taken Care of his Education in his Minority, and ac- 
compliſh'd him in polite Learning, and the Diſcipline 
of Arms till he was grown a Man. This Farr was then 
kept upon the Day known in the ih Language by the 
Name of La Lugbnaſa, in the Month of Auguſt, which 
is as much as to ſay, the Day ordained by Lughaidb, and 
is called in Eugliſb Lammas Day, obſerv'd upon the 
firſt Day of the Month of Avgy/t. But notwithſtand- 
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ing the Fair of Tailtean was ordained before the Reign S VV 
of Tuathal Teachtmar, yet there was no Palace erected H. 
in that Place till the Time of this ih Monarch; and gg e 
becauſe the Seat of Tailtean in the Country of Meath 2 
was ſeparated from the Province of Uſer, the King of **'l ©: 
that Province laid Claim to a Tribute or Acknowledg- 

ment ariſing from that Fair, which conſiſted in an *g +45” 


T 8 8 — 
Ounce of Hilver from every Couple that were contracted alas g 


ulas oxac 
and married at that Time. landinga do 


The fourth royal Seat erected by Tuathal Teachtmay, Hate. 
was the Palace of Teambair, that is, Tara, which was talteaj: 
added to Meath, and belonged originally to the Pro- 
vince of Leinſter. In this ſtately Fabrick the general 
Meeting of the ſeveral Eſtates of the Kingdom was held, 
which Convention was called the Royal Aſſembly of 
Tara. This Parliament was ſummon'd once in three 
Years, and was diſtinguiſhed likewiſe by the Name of 
Feas Teambrach: The Buſineſs of this Aſſembly was to 
enact wholſome Laws for the Government of the King- 
dom, to examine into the ancient Chronicles and Re- 
cords, to purge them of all falſe and ſpurious Relations, 
and to ſettle the Genealogies of the renowned Cadeli- 
aus. The Pedigrees and noble Exploits of the ſeveral 
Families in the Iſland were brought before this Aſſem- 
bly, who appointed a ſelect Committee of the moſt 
learned Antiquaries to ſearch into the Truth and Au- 
thority of them; and if they were approved, and paſl- 
ed the Scrutiny, they were admitted by the Parliament, 
and tranſcribed into the royal Records, called the 
P/alter of Tara; ſo that whatever Laws, Cuſtoms, or 
Genealogies, were offered to be introduced, if they were 
not upon Inquiry to be found in this venerable and au- 
thentick Journal, they were not admitted as genuine, 
but were rejected as an Impoſition upon Poſterity. 

The Bounds of this Hiſtory will not allow of a par-red leabg 
ticular Account of the ſeveral Laws and Inſtitutions eſta- 6 
bliſhed by this Convention, which I am certain will ate. 
take up a Volume of themſelves, and may hereafter, 
upon Fore e e be communicated to the 
Publick; yet it may be convenient to repeat in ſome 
Meaſure what was obſerved before, and ſpeak of the 
Regularity and decent Order obſerved in the magnificent 
Entertainments provided for the ſeveral Members of this 


Triennial Parliament during the Time of their Seſſion. 
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SV This Aﬀembly did not only conſiſt of the principal No- 
bility and Gentry ofthe Kingdom ,but the military Officers 
and the principal Commanders of the Army were admitted 
to a Place in theſe Debates; and the Name of every Off- 
cer that was in full Pay, and imployed in Defence of 
the Country, with the Date of his Commiſſion, was in- 
rolled by the learned Antiquaries in the royal Records. 
The Nobility and Gentry likewiſe had their Names in- 
ſerted in the Liſt by publick Authority, according to 
their ſeveral Qualities; and by the Superiority of their 
Degrees every Member had a Right to a Place at theſe 
Entertainments. | | 

When the Dinner was prepared, and the Apartment 

ready, every Gueſt had a Servant to attend upon him, 

and to carry his Target, which he delivered to the Antiqua- 

ries, who hung themup according to their Enrollment. 

The Dining-Room was a long and narrow Building, 

with Tables placed againſt each Side of the Room, on- 

ly allowing a Space for a Waiter to ſtand behind. Above 

the Table were Hooks fixed in the Wall at convenient 
Diſtances, upon which the Targets of the Nobility, 
yudtantay the Gentry, and commanding Officers, were hung up by 

77 the learned Antiquaries or Heralds, whoſe Office it was; 

re an ar- by which Means every Member knew the Place appoint- 

e. eld for him to fit; for they were to take their Places 
under their own Targets, which were eaſily diſtinguiſh- 
ed by the Coats of Arms, blazon'd upon the Outſide 
of them; ſo that there was no Diſpute about Prece- 
dence and Pre-eminency; for by theſe Methods it was 
impoſſible to miſtake. The Table on the Right Hand 
was appointed for the Nobility, who were poſſeſſed of 
the greateſt Eſtates; that on the Left Hand was for the 
principal Officers, who had the higheſt Poſts in the 
Army, and for the reſt of the Members. The End of 
the Apartment was allotted to the Antiquaries, the Hi- 
ſtorians, the Judges, the Poets, and Men of Learning. 
in all Profeſſions, who were allowed to fit in this Con- 

da ena b. vention. A Space was left between the Table and the 

223 Wall for the Attendants. Before the Dinner every 

10 ubflar Perſon was to go out of the Room, and the Mem- 

rel bers were to be called in by three loud Blaſts of a 

N Tiumpet; and ſeveral other Ceremonies were obſerved to 
raiſethe State and Solemnity of this Convention, which 
are particularly deſcribed in the 1 of Ollamh Fodhla, a 


preceding Monarch, and therefore ſhall not be re- 
| . — peated 
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peated in this Place as an Incumbrance upon the Hiſ SYV 
tory. a 

I was this Prince Tuathal Teachtmar, that firſt laid 
the Tribute or chief Rent, called Boroimbe, upon the 
Province of Leinſter, which he exacted as Satisfaction 
for the Death of two young Princeſſes his Daughters, 
who loſt their Lives upon the Account of the King 
of Leinſter; their Names were F;thir and Dairine. The 
King of this Province, called Eochaidhb Aimchean, was 
married to Dairine the eldeſt Siſter, and brought her 
away with him to his royal Palace in Leinſter. About 
a Year after the Marriage, this laſcivious Prince, not 
contented with the Embraces of his Lady, went crafti- 
ly to Tara to the Court of Tuathal Teachtmar, and told 
him that his Daughter Dairine was Dead, which Lofs 
could no Way be repaired to him, unleſs he would con- 
deſcend to beſtow her Siſter upon him; for he valued 
the Honour of his Friendſhip, which would be more 
ſacred and laſting by this Alliance, and in ſome Mea- 
ſure contribute toward the publick Peace of the King- 
dom. This Requeſt was complied with by the King 
of Ireland, and the Princeſs Hibir was deliver'd to Eo- 
chaidh Ainchean, who married her, and took her with 
him to his own Province. When ſhe arrived ſhe found 
her Siſter Dairine, and was ſo ſurpriſed and overcome 
with Shame at the Sight of her, that ſhe fainted away, , _ 
and could never be recover'd; for ſhe inſtantly died. 3 
The unfortunate Dairine, not ſuſpecting the Virtue of dat ano. 
her Siſter, was ſo affected with the Loſs of her, that 
ſhe threw her ſelf upon the dead Body, and the Paſſion 
of Grief was ſo violent that ſhe fell into Convulſions, 1 
which immediately put an End to her Life. This me- 5 
lancholy Accident is taken Notice of by a very antient 
Poet in this Manner. | | 


Two Princeſſes, the Daughters of Tuathal, | 

| The fair Dairine, and the lovely Fithir, n 
Fell by the Luft of Eochaidh Ainchean ; | OY 
The virtuous Fithir died with guiltleſs Shame, . 
And Dairine, overcome with Grief, 
Would not ſurvive her Siſter's Fate. 


The [;/bþ Monarch, inform'd of the tragical End of 
his two Daughters, reſolv'd to revenge their Death upon 
the King of Leinſter, whoſe Treachery and Falſhood had 

| deſtroy'd 
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V deſtroy'd two of the moſt beautiful Ladies in the whole 
Kingdom. He immediately therefore diſpatch'd Meſ- 
ſengers throughout the Iſland to complain of the Indig- 
nity offered him, and demanded Aſſiſtance of the prin- 
cipal Nobility and Gentry , to vindicate his abuſed 
Honour, and to chaſtiſe the Baſeneſs of the unfaithful 
Hochaidh. They received his Letters, and reſentin 
the Aﬀront in a proper Manner, as became good Sub- 
jects, they raiſed an Army with all Expedition; and 
when they were well fitted out, they were ſent to 


Tuathal to ſupport the Juſtice of his Cauſe, and to 


reds tuat · invade the Territories of the King of Leinſter. 
all decom- 


ne Laie an. 


— 


Supported with a numerous and reſolute Body of 
Troops, Tuathal marched into the Province of Leinſter 
with Fire and Sword, making molt dreadful Depreda- 
tions, and miſerably diſtreſſing the Inhabitants. Eo- 
chaidh informed of the Miſeries of his People, defign- 
ed at firſt to raiſe an Army, and pive Bartel to the 
Enemy; but when he underſtood the Strength of the 
Iriſh Forces, he found he was unable to make Head 
againſt them in the Field, and therefore in the moſt 
ſubmiſſive Manner deſired a Ceſſation of Arms, and by 
Treaty to compound the Diſpute. The King of [re- 
land had it in his Power to deftroy and over-run the 
whole Province, but being of a merciful Diſpoſition, 
he conſented to withdraw his Troops, and reſtrain 
them from plundering the Country, if the bong and 

People of Leinſter would bind themſelves by ſolemn 
Engagements to pay a certain Tribute every ſecond Year | 
to him and his Succeſſors in the Throne of reland, 
which Contract ſhould oblige the King and the In- 
habitants of the Provmce for ever. Theſe Terms were 
accepted by Eochaidh and his Subjects with great Sa- 
tisfaction ; and the Tribute and Acknowledgment thar 
an tain do was demanded by Tuathal for the Death of his Daugh- 
ene, ha ters was threeſcore hundred Cows, threeſcore hundred 
af ind 7 le Hogs, threeſcore hundred Yethers,threeſcore hundred Cop- 
— Fee per Camldrons, threeſcore hundred Ounces of Silber, 
fey 7. > and threeſcore hundred Mantles. This Tribute was order- 
ed to be diſpoſed of in this Manner, a third Part of it 
was to be paid to the People of Oirgrallach, a third 
Part to the Inhabitants of Conacht, and the 2 
Part to Jobb Neill. A Poet of great Antiquity has tranſ- 
mitted an Account of this Tranſaction in the following 
| Lines, 

n 


* 
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Lines, which exactly agree with the old Hiſtory called VV A 


Boiroimbe Laighean, or, the Fine of Leinſter. 


As Tribute for the Death of the two Princeſſes, 
And in Revenge for the baſe Act of Eochaidh, 
The Men of Leinſter were oblig*d to pay 

To Tuathal and all the Monarchs after him, 
Threeſcore hundred of the faireſt Cows 

And threeſcore hundred Dunces of pure Silver, 
And threeſcore hundred Mantles richly woven, 
And threeſcore hundred of the fatteſt Hogs 

And threeſcore hundred of the largeſt Sheep, 
And threeſcore hundred Caldrons ſtrong and poliſh'd. 
This Tribute was appointed to be ſent, 

A third Part to the Inhabitants of Conacht, 
Another third to Oirgiall, and the reſt 

To Jobh Neill. 


This Tax was known in Ireland by the Name of Boir- 
oimbe Laighean, or the Tribute of Leinſter, and was 
duly paid every ſecond Year during the Reign of forty 
Monarchs of Ireland after Tuathal who firſt receiv'd it, 
as the Poet has given us to underſtand in this Manner, 


To forty royal Monarchs of the Iſle, 
This heavy Tribute was exactly paid, 
From the renown'd Tuathal's Reſtoration ; 
To Fianachta's happy Reign. 


The Province of Leinſter was deliver'd from the Pay- 
ment of this Tax by the Interceſſion of St. Moling, who ,, 2 
obtain'd from Fzanachta a Forbearance till Munday (as Yolng 5 
he exprels'd it) the Saint, it ſeems, had an equi vocal eds * 
Evaſion, for he meant the Monday of Doomſday, by jorke 2o. 
which Artifice he over-reach'd the King, who remitted | 
the Tribute. | 

It has been obſerv'd that this Fine of Leinſter, was 
paid for many Ages; but ſometimes when the Kingdom 
of Ireland was invaded or diſturb'd by Civil Commo- 
tions, the King of the Province would refuſe to ſend 
his Tax, which occaſion'd many Wars and fatal Diſ- 
putes; for the Ii Monarchs would inſiſt upon their 
Right and defend it by Arms, and by theſe Conteſts and 
Quarrels many of the Nobility and Gentry were ſlain on 


K k k both 
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WYV both Sides ; but the greateſt Calamities fell generally up- 
on the Province. | 

During the Reign of Tuathal Teachtmar (as the Iriſh 

Records of Tara exprellly mention) there were two 

general Aſſemblies convened within the Kingdom of 

Ireland, the firſt was ſummoned to the Palace of Eam- 

hain in Ulſter, the other met at Cruachan in the Province 

of Conacht., The moſt remarkable Ordinances and 

Laws that were debated and eſtabliſhed in theſe great 

Councils of the Nation were theſe that follow. It 

70 bon ku Was enacted that all the Annals, Hiſtories and 

zeas yow Other publick Chronicles of the Kingdom ſhould be 

aH reafs examined and reviſed, and the ſame Method ſhould be 


an fixing their Authority, as was ordained by the 


Committee of the triennial Parliament in the Reign 


of that illuſtrious Monarch Ollamb Fodhla; for great 
Corruptions had been introduced from the Murther of 
Fiachadb Hionolnidb under the Uſurpation of the Ple- 
berans, and thoſe Conventions had been diſcontinued 
till the Reſtoration of Tuathal. 

It was likewiſe cſtabliſhed in that auguſt Aſſembly by 
the King and his Nobles, that the Artificers, the 
Tradeſmen, and Handicrafts -men of the Kingdom 
ſhould be brought under Regulation; for which End 
the Mechanicks of all Occupations, Smiths, Carpen- 
ters, Muſicians, and all other ingenious Profeſſions were 
ſummon'd to attend upon theſe triennial Parliaments; 
when they came, a ſelect Committee was appointed to 
examine into the Skill and Abilities of every Mecha- 
nick, and to make Choice of ſixty of the moſt eminent 
in their ſeveral Profeſhons, who had Authority by 
Commiſſion to govern and be Superviſors over the 
reſt. Every one of theſe had the proper Extent of 
his Juriſdiction ſettled; and their Office was to re- 
form all Abuſes in their ſeveral Profeſſions, and 
ſuſpend ſuch as were unſilful, or by Miſmanagement 
brought their Art into Diſrepute, from the Exer- 

Uf cego Ciſe of their Trades, So that no Perſon was allowed 
are. publickly to practiſe his Art, or profeſs any mecha- 
nical Employment, without a Licenſe from theſe Com- 
miſſioners, after he had been ſtrictly examined and accept- 

ed by Reaſon of his Abilities in the Trade and Buſi- 

neſs he deſigned to follow. Theſe Superviſors inveſted 

with this Authority were known in the 17h Language 


by the Name of Jollanuidh, which ſignifies Hi 2 
I a 


IRELAND. 223 


able Mechanics. Before this Time it muſt be obſerved WY. 


that very few of the Poſterity of the Mileſians profeſſed 

any Trade or Occupation, but were generally Perſons 

of ſome Eſtate, or imployed in the Army or in other 
publick Poſts of the Government. The Mechanicks 

of the Country in thoſe Days were the Remnant of the 

Tuatha de Danans, who were permitted to ſtay in the 
Kingdom, the Brigantes and ſome of the principal Ple- roten ela- 
beiant; the lower Branches of the Mileſian Race were te ed. 
the Militia of the Iſland, the Hiſtorians, Antiquaries, hat aas. 
Harpers, Phyſicians, and Brebon or Judges, and other daf 7 t. 
publick Officers of the State, who would not ſubmit,” ? 8 
to any manual Labour, leſt they ſhould degrade, and 
derive a Stain upon the Honour of their Families. 

This Monarch Tuathal Teachtmar was ſlain by his Suc- 
ceſſor Mal, the Son of Ryughrmidh. 

Mal, the Son of Ryughruidh ſeized upon the Govern- 4. D. 103 

ment; his Grandfather was Cathbhadba, Son of Giall- 
chadha Finn, Son of Fronchadha, Son of Muireadhuagh, 
Son of Fiachadh Hionnambaig, Son of Iriel Glunmar, Son 
of Connall Cearnach, Son of Amergin Jargiunaigh, Son of 
Cas Trillſigh, Son of Fachina, Son of Cana, Son of Gi- 
onga, Son of Ruighruidh More (from whom Canna 
Nuighruidhe obtained its Name) a Deſcendent from the 
Poſterity of Ir, the Son of Mileſius, the King of Hain; 
he filled the Throne of [re/and four Years, and fell by 
the Sword of Feidhliz Reachtmar, Son of Tuathal Te- 
achtmar Feidblim. 

Feidblimbidh Reachtmar was his Succeflor ; he was 4, H. 113. 
the Son of Tuathal Teachtmar, Son of Fiachadh Fon- | 
oluidh, derived from the royal Line of Heremon, and 
wore the Crown nine Years; the Mother of this [r:/þ 
Monarch was Bame, the Daughter of Sgazle Balbh, the 
King of England. This Prince was diſtinguiſhed by 
the Name of Ferbdlimhidh Reachtmar becauſe he govern- 
ed his Subjects, and adminiſtred Jaſtice among them 
by the moſt equitable Law of Retaliation. Every Sen- 
tence and Decree that he paſſed upon an Offender, was 
ſtrictly conformable to his ancient Law, waich he 
injoyned with rhe ſame Exactneſs in all the publick Ju- 
dicatories of the Kingdom. If a Criminal had defraud- 
ed another of his Cartel, his Sheep, or any Part of his 


Property, or had deſtroyed the Ule of a Leg, an Arm, are RR 


or aa Eye, or of whatever Nature the Offence was, he ro so on 


was obliged to make Satisfaction by this Law. And An 


by 
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phy the Dread of this ſevere, tho' juſt, Decree, were 
the inferior Subjects of Ireland terrified into Humanity, 
Integrity and good Manners, and became an honeſt and 
worthy People. From this Method of Puniſhment and 
Retribution was this Prince diſtinguiſhed by the Name 
of Ferdhlimhidh Reachtmar, and Providence rewarded 
him for the Tuſticc of his Adminiſtration; for he did 
not fall by the Sword, as did moſt of his Predeceſſors, 
but died a natural Death. 

A. D. 122 Cathoir More, who was ſirnamed the Great, was 
the ſucceeding Monarch; he was the Son of Feidbl;- 
midh Fromrelais, Son of Cormac Gealta Gaoth, Son of 
Mach Corb, Son of Concorb, Son of Modha Corb, Son 
of Conchabhar Abraruadhe, Son of Feargus Fairge, a Prince 
deſcended from the Poſterity of Heremon, and he go- 
verned the Kingdom three Years. This King had 


thirty Sons, as an old Poet has given us to underſtand 
in this Manner. 


Deſcended from the Loins of Cathaoir More 
Mere thirty Princes moſt renown'd in Arms, 
Moſt comely Perſonages and Heroes all. 


Vet we are aſſured that twenty of theſe Princes died 
and left no Iſſue behind them; the remaining ten mar- 
ried and had many Children; the Names of theſe Bro- 
thers, who ſurvived, were Roſa Failge, Daire Barrach, 
Breajal, Eimeach Glaſs, Feargns, Oilioll, Criomthan Dearg 
Maiſneach, Fochaidh Termbin, Aongus, Fiachaidb Bat- 
ceada, who was the youngeſt Prince of the Family; 
notwithſtanding this laſt Branch obtained the Govern- 
ment of the Province of Leinſter, and were Kings of that 
Country for many Ages. „ 

From Ro/a, the eldeſt Son of this Monarch, Catbaoir 
More, who was firnamed Failge, which ſignifies the 
Hero of the Rings, deſcended the moſt princely and il- 
luſtrious Family of O Connor Faly, The Word Fah, it 

mult be obſerved, is an evident Corruption of Failge, 

| Smren yle- Which in the ih Language ſignifies Rings. From 

5 „ Prince Failge, who was the eldeſt Son of the Po- 

#0. iterity of Cathaowr More, diſtinguiſhed by the ho- 

nourable Name of O Connor Faly or Failge, as appears 
evidently from all the authentick Records of Ureland 
in general, and particularly by the Genealogy preſer- 
ved thro' ſo many Ages of the illuſtrious Family of 

O Connor 
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Connor. faly, which teſtifies, that the hereditary  "YV 
Princes of Leinſter, ſucceſſively retained the ancient 

Title of Failge, in Proof of their royal Extraction from Stop Nope 
Roſa Failge, whom they juſtly claim as the great Ance-F*1ze Sm 
ſtor of the Family. And they have exerted themſelves Ae 
as a Poſterity worthy of ſuch Progenitors; for they u. 
have ſhewn themſelves a valiant and generous Tribe, 

free and hoſpitable, and true Patriots, when the Cauſe 

of their Country required their Arms; and they were 

ſo free of their Blood in its Defence, that the Famil 

in Proceſs of Time was reduced to a ſmall Number; 

for the Bravery of this illuſtrious Houſe of Leinſter ex- 

poſed them to the greateſt Dangers and Difficulties ; 

for they would never fly or retreat, tho' oppreſſed by 
ſuperior Strength, but choſe rather to ſell their Lives 

dearly upon the Spot. From this Prince Ro/a Failge 
deſcended likewiſe other noble Families, as the 0 
Dempſy, Lords of Claumalier, and O Dun, with ſeveral 

others of principal Note, as will be particularly ob- 

ſerved when we come to adjuſt the Pedigrees of the 
Mileſians. 

It is certain, that F:achadh Baiceada, tho' a younger 
Brother to Ro/a Failge, is placed in many Books of 
Genealogies, before any other of the nine Sons of Cathaoir gacha ba- 
More, who left Iſſue behind them; and for this Reaſon, <*ad4 o 
becauſe the Province of Leinſter was governed by more — 
Kings of his Poſterity than of any of the other Brothers. ron e. 
From him deſcended the princely Families of Mac Mo- 
rough Cavanagh, in the [iſh Language Mac Murchadha 
Caombanach, Kings of Leinſter, of O Tool, in Iriſh 0 
Tuathail, who were ſome Time the Monarchs of that Pro- 
vince, of Byrn, in Iriſh O Brom, who were not only 
Kings of Leſter, but Lords of Yicklow for many Ge- 
nerations. From this Fzachadh were derived likewiſe the 
noble Families of the Murphys, in the Iriſh O Mur- 
chudha ; of Dowling, in Iriſh O Dunluing; of Ryan, in 
Iriſh O Riain, and in ſome Chronicles of [reland it is 
called O Maoilrian; of Cinſealagh, of O Muldum, of 
O Cormac, O Duffy, and many others. 

From Cairbre, the Son of Cuchorb, who lived four 
Generations before Cathaozr More, were deſcended the 
Families of O Dwyr, in the Iriſh O Duibhidir, who were 
Kings of Carbry, Coillnamanach, &c. 1 
From Conla, the Son of Breaſal Breac, who pre- Nas golla 


ceded Cathaoir More by fourteen Generations, were 1 * 1 
. derived au duaè. 
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derived the princely Family of Ji Patrict, in the Iriſh 
Language Macgiollaphadruigh, who were Kings of [re- 
land for many Ages; and from the ſame noble Stem 
proceeded the heroick Tribe of O Braonam of I il hdu- 
ach, who were diſtinguiſhed by their military Atchieve- 
ments, and were ſome of the moſt renowned Champions 
of the Times they lived in. 

A. D. 25. Conn Ceadchathach, who for his Valour obtained the 
Title of the Hero of the hundred Battels, obtained the 
Government; he was the Son of Tuathal Teachtmar, 
deſcended from the royal Line of Heremon, and wore 
the Crown twenty Years; but was at length lain 
by Tiobraide Tireach, Son of Mail, Son of Roch- 

do m4bas fuidhe, King of Uſier. This Prince was barbarouſſy 

babe Albee. murthered in the Territory of Tara, when he chanced 
all le ciob- to be alone and unattended by his Guards; the Exe- 

"© "© cutioners were fifty Ruffians, diſguiſed for the Purpoſe 
in the Habit of Women, and employed by Tibraide 
Tireach to fall upon him when Opportunity favoured, 
and put an End to his Life. The Mother of Coun 
Ceadchathach was Ughna, the Daughter of the King of 
Denmark; and he was attacked, and ſo overpowered 
by Modba Nuagat, King of Munſter, that he loſt half 
his Dominions, after he had been defeated in ten Bat- 
tels, and was forced to deliver them into the Poſſeſſion 
of the Conqueror, 

The Mother of the victorious Modha Nuagat was H- 
oda, the Daughter of Flom, Son of Fiachradh of the 
Harnaidbe; and the Reaſon of his Quarrel with the 
King of /re/and was upon the Account of the Earnazdbhs, 
who were deſcended from the Poſterity of Frachadh Fe- 

armara, and derived from the princely Stock of Here- 

| mon. This Family by continual Victories had the bet- 

ter of the Deſcendents of Heber Fionn in Munſter; fo 

that there were three, who at the ſame Time raiſed 

i | Pretenſions to the Crown of that Province, Lugbaidb 

f  Allathach, Daire Doramor and Aongus. When Modha 

| Nuagat perceived that the royal Houſe of Heremon had 

| Poſſeſſion of the Government of Munſter, he did not 

1 think it ſafe to ſtay in that Province, but removed to 

Leinſter, where he had his Education and Support with 

py Daire Barrach, the Son of Cathaorr More. There grew 

an intimate Friendſhip between theſe two young Princes ; 
ſo that Modha Nuagat requeſted of his royal Compa- 

nion, that he would favour his Right, and ſupply mm 

1 | wit 
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with ſufficient Force to recover the Crown of Munſter, 'SYV 
His Friend complied, and immediately put him at the 
Head of a ſtout Body of Troops: Modha with this Aſ- 
ſiſtance marches into the Province in a hoſtile Manner, 
and halted at ib Liatham: Here Aongus made Head 
againſt him with a numerous Army, and a fierce and 
bloody Battel commenced; but after a ſharp Diſpute 
with doubtful Succeſs, the Victory ſtood for Modba Nu- 
agat, who routed the Enemy, and perſued them ſo cloſe, 
that he drove them out of the Province. This Battel 
was fought upon a Spot of Ground fortunate to the 
Conqueror; for in the ſame Place he engaged in the 
Battel of Ard Veimbidb. 

Aongus, after the Defeat, fled directly to Conn Cead- > 
chathach, the Monarch of Ireland, and intreated his wr” 
Aſſiſtance; the King ſupplied him with a Reinforce- 
ment of fifteen thouſand Men; with this Army he 
enters the Province of Munſter, and, prompted by In- | 5 
dignation and Revenge, he reſolved to recover the 1 
Crown he had loſt, or die upon the Spot. He halted 1 
at Crioch Liathain, where Modha Nuagat was ready 
to receive him, and offered him Battel. The. two Ar- 1ondbay 
mies engaged with great Bravery, but the Forces . 
Modha, accuſtomed to Victory, broke through the adverſe ade ar 
Troops, and deſtroyed the greateſt Part of them with a * auh. 
terrible Slaughter, and put the reſt to a general Rout. 

Animated with this Succeſs, Modha Nuagat baniſh'd 
the Earnaidhs out of the Province of Munſter ; but with 
this Reſtriction, that as many as ſubmitted peaceably to 
his Government, might continue in the Country. It 
was the Aſſiſtance that Cann Ceadchathach afforded to 
Aongus that was the Occaſion of thoſe dreadful Wars 
between that King and Modba Nuagat ; but the [ri/h 
Monarch was unfortunate in moſt Engagements, for he 
| loſt the Day in ten ſeveral Battels. He was defeated in 
the Battel of Broiſne, the Battel of Samparre, the Bat- 
tel of Greine, the Battel of Athlone, the Battel of Mozgh 
Crioch, in which Action Fiachadh Rioghfhada, the Son 
of Feidblimidh Reachtmar, was ſlain, the Battel of Aſail, 
the Battel of Shabh Moſargh, the Battel of Suamazrgh, | 
the Battel of Gabhran, and the Battel of Viſuigb. And rom̃cen ei- 
theſe Conteſts and Diflentions continued between the e 
two Princes, till Modha Nuagat, by a conſtant Courſe Y d- 
of Succeſs, had got Poſſeſſion of one half of the King-5** 
dom; ſo that his Territories extended from Galluay 
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and Dublin, and Eifkir Ready was the Bounds of his 


Government. From this Conqueſt the Southern Part 
of the Kingdom is known to this Day by the Name of 
Leath Modha or Modha's Half, who was the victorious 
Prince we are now ſpeaking of, and was likewiſe 
diſtinguiſhed by the Name of Eogan More. The 
Northern Part of the Iſland is called to this Time by 
the Diſtinction of Leath Cumn or Conn's Half, from this 
Conn Ceadchathach, King of [reland. 

Motha Nuagat had another Opportunity of enlarging 
his Conqueſts, that could not fail of Succeſs, and pre- 
vailing upon the Affections of the People; for it hap- 

en'd that ſeven Years before, an eminent Druid, whom 

be retained in his Family, diſcover'd by his Art that 
there ſhould be a moſt dreadful Famme throughout the 
Iſland, and ſo great a Scarcity of Proviſion and the Fruits 
of the Earth, that the Inhabitants would be compell'd 
to feed upon one another's Fleth to preſerve their Lives; 
and therefore to obviate theſe Calamities, he adviſed 
him to ſupport himſelf and his Retinue, by feeding up- 
on Fiſh and Fowl, of which at that Time there was 
great Plenty in all Parts of the Kingdom; by this 
means he had the Advantage of ſaving all the Corn, 
and other Fruits, for a Subſiſtence, when that Deſolation | 
and Miſery ſhould fall upon the Land; and as a far- 
ther Proviſion againſt the approaching Famine, he per- 
ſuaded him to build Store-houſes and to buy in all the 
Corn of the Country, and to lay out all the Revenue 
of his Province that could be ſpared from other Ules 
in the Purchaſe. Modha Nuagat was ſo convinc'd of 
the Integrity of the Druid, that he gave Belief to the 
Prediction, and for the ſpace of ſeven Years, he and 
his Subjects lived upon Fiſh and Fowl, and ſecured the 
Corn and other Neceflaries of Life in Granaries and 
proper Places, and ſent Factors all over the Kingdom 
to buy up all the Proviſion that was expoſed to Sale 
as far as the whole Income of his Province would ex- 
tend. At the Time foretold, there was a miſerable 
Scarcity throughout the whole Iſland, and * 

were reduced to the moſt deſperate Extremities; but 

when they were informed of, the provident Care of 

the Prince of Munſter, who had laid in great Quanti- 

ties of Corn and other Neceſſaries, they applied to him 

in great Numbers, and relying upon his Mercy and 

Humanity, 
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Humanity, intreated him to ſupport them with Bread... 


and fave the Lives of the whole Kingdom. Modba 
made uſe of this Advantage, and tho' he reſolved to 
relieve the Miſeries of the People, yet he inſiſted upon 
an Acknowledgment as an Equivalent, and promiſed 
to aſſiſt them with Corn in this Diſtreſs, upon Condi- 
tion they would ſubmit to a conſtant Tribute, and pay 
a certain Tax to the Crown of Munſter. Theſe Terms 
were joyfully accepted by the ſtarv'd Petitioners; and 
ſo the Granaries and Store-houſes were opened, and 
Neceſſaries were diſtributed, but with a ſparing Hand 
among the People. The Circumſtances of this Tranſ- 
action are confirmed by the concurring Teſtimony of 
an authentick Poem that begins thus, Hogan More fa 
mor a Raith; the Lines are Yele. 


And now alas came on the deadly Tear, 

And dreadful Blaſts infected all the Air. 

The Fields no chearful Hopes of Harveſt bring, 

Nor tender Buds foretell a coming Spring : 

Nor bladed Graſs, nor bearded Corn ſucceed, 

But Scales of Scurf and Putrefattion breed ; 

And Men, and Beaſts, and Fowls with Hunger pin'd, 
And Trees and Plants in one Deſtruction join d. 
The ſcattered Vulgar ſearch around the Fields, 

And pluck whateer the wither d Herbage yields. 
Fami ſ d with Want, they Wilds and Deſarts tread, 
And fainting wander for their needful Bread ; 

But tir d at length, unable to ſuſtain | 
Aflictive Want, and Hungers pinching Pain, 

They pray to Modha as a guardian God, 

And bleſs, with Hands upheld, the Place of his Abode. 
Let fall, they cry, ſome Pity on our Grief, 

If what we beg be juſt, and we deſerve Relief 

The Prince, with Pity mov'd, extended wide 

His Granaries, and all their Wants ſupplied. 

But, as a moſt deſerud Reward, commands 

A Tax, and lays a Tribute on their Lands. 


This Prince, Modha Nuagat, it muſt be obſerved, bene han- 
was known by four different Names: he was called Eo- nana baday 
gan Fidhfheathach, Eogan Mor, Eogan Tanhlinch, and ” og mop 


C 


Modha Nuagat, as an ancient Poet has given us to un- 
derſtand in this Manner. | 
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The Prince of Munſtcr is known in Hiſtory 
By four moſt noble Titles, Eogan More, 
Eogan Fidhfeathach, Eogan Taithlioch, 
And Modha Nuagat. 


To underſtand the true Occaſion why this Prince was 
diſtinguiſhed by theſe ſeveral Aon, the curious 


ce rat zat may conſult the ancient Treatiſe, called the Erymology 
ana daf Names, which will give him Satisfaction concern- 


d eogdn 
MOp Fan Fo- 
I] Apmany 


ing the Derivation of them. Eagan More was the Son 
of Modba Neid, and was married to Beara, the Daugh- 
ter of Heber More, Son of Mrodhna, King of Ca- 


tile in the Kingdom of Spam. By this Spaniſh Princeſs 


he had one Son and two Daughters ; the Name of his 
Son was Oilioll Olum, the eldeſt Daughter was called 
Sgorthmamh, and the youngeſt Coinioll. This is con- 
firmed by a Poet of great Antiquity in theſe Verſes. 


The Spaniſh Princeſs, beautiful Beara, 
Daughter of Heber, the Caſtilian King, 
Was Mother of the valiant Oilioll Olum 
And of the virtuous Ladies Sgoithneamh 
And Coinioll. 


Modha Nuagat, the King of Munſter, was at length 
treacherouſlly {lain by Cann Ceadchathach, the Monarch 


of Ireland, who (as ſome Chronicles aſſert) killed him 


in his Bed in the Morning of the Day when they 
intended to fight the Battel of Maigh Leane. The 
Reaſon why this King Coun was ſirnamed the Hero of a 
hundred Battels, was, becauſe he ſubdued the Provincialiſts, 
and triumphed over them in ſo many Engagements ; 
to confirm this, we have the Teſtimony of the follow- 
ing Lines. 


The warlike Conn came off with Victory 
In Munſter, and an hundred Battels won ; 
So many Times with Laurels was he crown'd, 


And triumphed over Ulſter, and in Leinſter 
He fought m ſixty Battels with Succeſs. 


But the good Fortune of this Prince at laſt forfook 
him, and he was lain by Tiobraide Tireach, as befor 


mentioned. | 


Conaire 
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Conaire was the ſucceeding Monarch; he was the 


A. D. 145. 


Son of Modha Lamha, Son of Luigheach Allathach, Son 


of Cairbre Cromcinn, Son of Daire Dornmor, Son of 91 econge 


Cairbre Fionnmor, Son of Conaire More, Son of Eiderf- Nasba Al. 


geoil, deſcended from the royal Line of Heremon, and ban 
governed the Kingdom ſeven Years; he was killed by 
Newmhidh, the Son of Sruibhchin; the Mother of 
this Prince was Eubne, the Daughter of Lnghaidh, 
Son of Daire. From this Conarre, King of Ireland, 
deſcended the Dailriads in Scotland, Baiſnagh from 
Leim Congculionn, as the old Poet obſerves in this Man- 
ner. 


The noble Tribe of the Dailriads 

Deſcended from th' illuſtrious Conaire. 

Muſgraidh proceeded from the royal Stock 

Of the ſame Monarch; and the famed Baiſgnigh 
From great Congculion's Loins their Lineage drew. 


Art Aonfhir the Melancholy fat next in the Throne 4 D. :5:. 
of Ireland; he was the Son of Conn Ceadchathach, 
Son of Feidlimidh Reachtmur, a Prince of the Poſterity 
of Heremon, and reign'd thirty Years. His Queen was 
Meidhbh Leathdearg, the Daughter of Canann Cualann, 
and from this Princeſs Rath Mezdhbhe, near Tara ob- 
tain'd its Name. The Occaſion of this Monarch's be- 
ing diſtinguiſh'd by the Title of Ar: Apnfhir, was, be- 
cauſe he was the ſole Survivor of his two Brothers, 
who were unfortunately kill'd by Eochatdb Fionn, the do tnt 


Brother to Conn, who was the Hero of the hundred one ao 


Battels; the Names of theſe young Princes were Conlabratreae 
and Crionua, and the Brothers of Conn, who ſlew them, * Arg. 
were called Eochaidb Fionn, and Hacbad Suidbe. This 
Tranſaction is confirm'd by the Teſtimony of an anci- 

ent Poet, whoſe Authority was never yet queſtion'd, in 

theſe Lines: 


Eochaidh Fionn and Fiachadh Suidhe 
Brothers of Conn the Hero of the Iſland; 
Deſtroyed the Princes Conla and Crionna, 
Brothers of Art, at whoſe unhappy Fate 

He grieved, and with continued Sorrow pin d, 
And ſo was called the mclancholy Art. 


Conn 
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WYV Con, the Monarch of [reland, had ſix Children, the 
two Sons, who were killed, as before mentioned, and 
Art, who ſucceeded him in the Government; and three 
Daughters, whoſe Names were Maoin, Sadhbh, and 
Sarah, as an old Poet gives us to underſtand in theſe 


Verſes. 


Six Children from the royal Loins of Conn 
Deſcended; three Brothers, worthy of a Crown 
Conla, Crionna and melancholy Art ; 

Three Daughters, beautiful and virtuous, 
Maoin, Sadhbh and Sarah. 


The Princes Conla and Cionna were ſlain by their 
Uncle, their Father's Brother; the Princeſs Sarah was 
married to Conaire, the Daughter of the Son of Modba 
Lamhadh, by whom ſhe had three Sons, called the three 
Cairbres, their Names were Cairbre Rioghſhada, Cairbe 
Baſchaoin, and Cairbre Muiſs. The Poſterity of Cairbre 
Rughfhada, the eldeſt of the Brothers, removed into 
Scotland, and are diſtinguiſhed in that Country by the 
Name of the Dailriadas. One of the Deſcendents of 
this Prince, who was called Eochaidb Munramhar, had 

daa two Sons, their Names were Karcha and Eolchu; from 


2 the eldeſt of theſe Brothers were derived the Dailriadas 


las anyo. Of Scotland, from the youngeſt ſprang in a lineal De- 
ſcent the Dailriadas that ſettled in the Province of Ulſter, 
and were called Rutach. The Princeſs Sadhbh, ano- 
ther Daughter of Conn was married to Macniadb, the 
Son of Lughdheach, derived from the Poſterity of 1th, 
the Son of Breogan, by whom ſhe had a Son, whoſe 
Name was /ughaidh, and ſometimes he was diſtinguiſh- 
ed by the Title of Mac Conn. Her Huſband Macniadb 
died, but ſhe was ſoon married to Oilioll Olum, by whom 
ſhe had nine Sons; ſeven of theſe young Princes were 
unfortunately kill'd in the Battel of Magh Muchrume, 
as Oilioll Olum has confirmed in a Poem compoſed by 
himſelf. 


The tender Father for his Sons laments; 
Seven Princes, th' only Hopes of my old Age, 
Fell in one Day; Eogan Dubmerchon, Modchorb, 
Lughaidh, Eochaidh, and Diothorba. 


; The 
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The two Brothers that eſcaped the Battel of Mag? 
Muchrutme, were called Cormac Cas and Gan And tho' Naor me 

Oilioll Olum had nineteen Sons in the whole, nine by wr. 3-day 
the Daughter of Conn, and ten by other Women, yet 28 | 
but three of them left any Poſterity ; as we have ſuf- | 


ficient Reaſon to believe from the Teſtimony of an an- 
cient Poet in this Manner. | 


Nineteen young Heroes were the valiant Sons 
Of Oilioll Olum, 4 renowned Prince; 


But, by untimely Fate deſtroyed, ſixteen e | 4 
Childkſs ; three alone were bleſd with Iſſue # 
And to Poſterity delivered down | 1 | 


The princely Line of the Hiberian Race. 


The Sons of Oilioll Olum, who had Children, he had WW 
by his Queen Sadhbh, the Daughter of Cann, the Mo- 1 
narch of /re/and: The eldeſt of the three Brothers was 
called Eogan More, and he fell in the Battel of Magh # 
Muchrutme by the victorious Sword of a //el/h Hero, 4 
Beine Brit, who was Son to the King of Wales. 9 
This Prince Eogan More left a Son behind him called 
Fiachadh Muilleathan, from whom deſcended all the illu- 
ſtrious Families of the Clancarthy Mores, the Mac Car- 
thys, O Sullwvans, and 0 Bryens, with all the ſpread- 
ing Branches of thoſe noble Tribes, who have ap- 
peared very glorious in the /r;/þ Nation. The Mother 
of this Fiachadh Muilleathan was Muncha, the Daugh- 
ter of Dil da Chreaga, and he was born at Au Liſi- 
oll, that lies upon the River Hr. He was diſtinguiſh- 
ed by the Title of Fiachadh Fear da Liach, by Rea- 
ſon of the ſorrowſul News which was brought; for the read lat 
Word Fiach in the Ii Language ſignifies News: The g 5%, 
melancholy Account that was brought, was the Death of as Ant le. 
his Father Eogan More at the Battel of Magh Muchruime, dan an ro. 
ſoon after he was conceived, and before he was born, 
and the painful Death of his Mother, who died in FL. 
Travail with him: When he came to Years of Under- 7 
ſtanding, he was made acquainted with the unhappy | 7d 
Fate of both his Parents, which gave Occaſion to his * 
Name, and he was afterwards called Fiachadb Fear da a 
Liach, upon the Account of that Sorrow and Grief he 
conceived at the Loſs of them. Oilioll Olum compoſed 
a Poem upon the celebrated Battel of Magh Muchrume, {1.6 
Nun where 16408 
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WYV where this Tranſaction is recorded in an elegant and 
pathetick Manner; the Verſes are theſe. 


The Prince, with more than common Grief oppreſt, 


Heard the ſtrange Death, and Sorrow ſwell'd his Breaſt ; 
His Father, brave in Arms, untimely ſlain, 


His Mother, torn aſunder, dy d with Pain 
In Childbirth. Thus &ercome with ſad Surpriſe, 
A Stream of fruitleſs Tears ran trickling from his Eyes. 


This young Prince was likewiſe called Fiachadb Mul- 

leathan; what gave Occaſion to his Name was this: 

congle a His Mother's Father, it ſeems, was indued with a pro- 
dean e phetick Skill, and among others of his Predictions, he 
Sean e. forctold to his Daughter, that if ſhe could forbear 
the Delivery (for ſhe was then in Travail) for the Space of 

four and twenty Hours, the Child that ſhould be born 

ſhould be advanced to great Honour, and one Day fill 

the Throne of /reland, but if he came into the World 
immediately, he ſhould never be promoted to a Crown, 

but he ſhould prove an eminent Druid, and be of prin- 

cipal Note for his Divinations. The Mother, tho' 

in the utmoſt Pain, reſolved, if poſſible, to prevent 

the Birth; for it was her Ambition ſhe deſigned to 
gratifie, tho? it coſt her her Life; for ſhe told her Father ſhe 

would take Care the Child ſhould not be born within the 

Time, unleſs it forc'd a Way thro' the Sides of her 

Belly; and accordingly, as an Expedient, ſhe ran in- 

ſtantly into a Ford of the River Hire, which ran near 

her Father's Houſe, and wading into a proper Depth, 

red urea ſhe fat for the Space of twenty four Hours in the cold 


wean oi Water upon a Stone, which effectually prevented her 


wo 93 Delivery. Upon her Return home the Child was born, 


lan dt but as the juſt Reward of her Pride, ſhe fainted and ex- 
pired. This Tranſaction gave a Name to the Infant 
who was called Fiachadbb Muilleaiban; for the Crown of 
his Head was, by his Mother's fitting upon the Stone, 
preſſed in and made flat, and in Alluſion he was known 
by the Title of Mailleatban, which Word in the Triſb 
Language ſignifies flai-headed. 

The ſecond Son of Oilioll Olum was Cormac Cas, from 
whomin a lineal Deſcent are derived the renowned Tribe 
of the Dazlgcars, or the O Bryens, Mac Mahons, the Macne- 
mara's, otherwiſe called Holl Aodh, with many other 
Branches of noble and heroick Blood, as ſhall be par- 

4 ticularly 


0 


IREL AN D. 235 


ticularly obſerved in its proper Place. To this Son Sw 
Cormac Cas, Oilioll Olum demiſed the perpetual Govern- 
ment of the Province of Muzſter after his Deceaſe: 
But when he had Intelligence that Frachadb Muxleathan 
was born, he thought proper to alter his Will, and in 
this Manner ſettled the Succeſhon ; that his Son Cormac 
Cas after his Death ſhould wear the Crown of Munfter 
during his natural Life, and then it would devolve to 
 Fiachadh Mulleathan, the Son of Hagan More: The So- 
vereignty then was to return into the Family of Cormac 
Cas, and ſo the Province was to be governed alternately feat r 
by the Heirs of theſe two illuſtrious Tribes, without rb fe- 
Quarrels or Diſputes; and the Will of Oilioll Olum was d fler 
held in that Veneration by his Poſterity, that there e ga- 
were no Conteſts between the two Families for the 5 ne 
Crown of Munſter for many Ages. : Bae re 

The third Son of Oilioll Olum that left Iſſue behing "5" 
him was Cann, from which Prince deſcended the moſt 
noble Family of O Carrol, who were Kings of Ely 
for many Generations; from him likewiſe derived O Me- 
achair, O Hara, O Gara, and O Connor Ciannachta, 

It muſt be obſerved, that Oilioll Olum was the firſt 
King that reigned in Munſter of the royal Line of 
Heber Fionn, and he begins the Liſt of thoſe Princes 
in the royal Tables, and the publick Records of the 
Kingdom; of ſuch, I mean, who preſided over the 
two Diviſions of that Province; for Cilioll Olum was in Poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Government before he had expelled Mac Cor, 
(Mac Com, whodeſcended from the Poſterity of Dairime, 
of the noble Line of L»ghaidh, the Son of Iih, Son of 
Breogan,) and was a Branch of the Family of Deirg- 
theme, whoſe great Anceſtor was Heber Fionun. When 
the Tribe of Dairine had the Command in the Pro- 
vince of Muzſter, the Deſcendents of Deirgtheme were __ 
admitted into the principal Offices of the State, ander 1 
were the eſtabliſhed Judges of the Country; and when se ,iöe- 
the Poſterity of Deirgibeine obtained the Government 3 


Freſb an 10 


the Family of Damme were inveſted with a great Share . 
of Authority; they preſided in the publick Courts, and 
adminiſtred Juſtice to the Subjects; and this Succeſſion 
in the Poſts of Honour and Truſt continued till Mac Con 
was detected of Corruption in E judgment; 
for which ſcandalous Practice he was degraded by 0:- 
Loll Olam, who, as a juſt Puniſhment, baniſhed him the 
Iſland. 


In 
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ia this State of Exile Mac Con continued for ſome 
Time, but being a Perſon of a factious and turbulent 
Diſpoſition, he began to think himſelf injur'd, and re- 
ſolved upon er . and by Violence to return into 
his Country againſt the expreſs Sentence of the King. 
To accompliſh his Deſign, he erg an open Inva- 
ſion; but having no Forces to ſupport him, he applied 
himſelf to Beine Briot, Son to the King of Males, who 
promiſed to aſſiſt him with a competent Number of 
Troops, and fix him in the Poſſeſhon of his Autho- 
rity; and the more eaſily to ingage this young Prince, 
the crafty Conſpirator aſſured him he had a conſider- 
able Party in the Iſland, who reſented the Injuſtice of 
his Sentence, and were ready to declare in his Favour 
as ſoon as he arrived upon the Coaſts. | 

Confiding in the Integrity of Mac Con, the Prince of 
Wales raiſed a numerous Army, and inliſted into his 
Service Men of all Nations that offered to follow him 
in the Expedition; and when he had provided a ſuf-— 
ficient Number of Tranſports, he weighed Anchor, 
and landed upon the /r;/þ Shore. When they arrived 
they held a Council of War, where it was reſolved to 

' diſpatch a Herald to the melancholy An, who was 
| then Monarch of the Iſland, and require him to reſign 
the Government or to give them Battel, and decide 8 
Conteſt with the Sword. The Challenge was a Surpriſe 
to the King, but he accepted the Summons, and ſent 
| Orders to the General of his Militia to attend upon him 
N with his trained Bands; for he had raiſed an Army to 
oppoſe the inſolent Invaders, which if it ſhould give 
Way, and offer to fly, he was ordered to aſſiſt with 
| his freſh Body, and by that Means recover the Fortune 
i Mee ©) of the Day. But the perfidious Fon had been bought 
4 we chan Off from the Service of the King, and had ſold his Loy- 
f ano ye. alty to Mac Con for a ſufficient Bribe, which en- 
gaged him to get out of the Way, and carry himſelf as 
a Neuter in the Diſpute. 

The King of /relanud ſoon perceived the Treachery 
of his General, who not only refuſed to attend upon 
him in his own Perſon, but ſeduced the principal Offi- 

i cers of the Militia, and engaged them to w abſent, and 
1 c not appear in the Fight: But theſe Diſcouragements did 
not prevent the King from making Head againſt the 
Enemy; and accordingly, after he had fixed a ſolemn 
Curſe upon the Traytor, he marched with the * 
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he had againſt Mac Con, who had drawn out his Army.? 
and was ready to receive him: The 1riſh Troops were 
ſupported by the Aſſiſtance of nineteen Sons of Oilioll 
Olum, who wigs, at with them a conſiderable Body ; 
and the Army of the Invaders conſiſted chiefly of Fo- 
reigners of all Nations, but were well diſciplin'd by the Care 
and Vigilance of Beine Briot, the Prince of I ales, who 
was an accompliſhed General, of a robuſt Conſtitution 
of Body, and for his Courage and Conduct in Arms, 
was one of the moſt renowned Heroes of the Age. The 
Fight began with great Fury on both Sides, and Victo- 
ry was in Suſpenſe for ſome Hours; but the King of 
Ireland, for Want of his Militia, who were reſolute and 
hardy Soldiers, was forced to give Way to the ſuperior 
Force of the foreign Troops, who followed their Blow, 14 
and put the Iriſh to a general Rout. In this Action, + 
called the Battel of Magh Muchrume, was Art, the Mo- 
narch of Ireland, and the Son of Con, the Hero of the 
hundred Battels, unfortunately ſlain by Lugbaidb Laga, dba Aye 
the Brother of Oilioll Olum, who took Part with the 8 Ano 
Invaders, and turned the Fortune of the Day. Thea * 
Death of the King ſo diſpirited his Troops, that they 
fled inſtantly, and were perſued with great Slaughter by 
the Conquerors, ho in that Engagement deſtroyed the 
braveſt Soldiers of the Kingdom; for they gave no 
Quarter, but put all to the Sword. Among the ſlain 
were ſeven of the Sons of Oilioll Olum, that he had by 
Saidhbh, the Siſter of Art, the King of [reland, and 
Daughter of Coun, the renowned Hero of the hundred 
Battels. 
It muſt be obſerved in this Place, that Oilioll Olum 
was properly called Aongus, but his Name was changed 
upon this Occaſion. It happened that Oilioll Olum, be- 
ing an amorous Prince, offered Violence to a young 
Lady, whoſe Name was Ame, the Daughter of Oga- 
muill: The Lady, reſenting this Injury, reſolved to re- 
venge herſelf upon the Raviſher, and finding an Op- 
portunity when ſhe was in Bed with him, ſhe obſerved 
he was aſleep, and bit off Part of his Ear: By this Ac- eee 
tion ſhe thought ſhe had fixed a Badge of Infamy upon gy gun e 
Oilioll for the Abuſe he had offered her, and in ſome — Ano1- 
Meaſure revenged the Death of her Father, whom hejÞ377.. 
flew. This Tranſaction, as ſome Chronicles aſſert, yo 7e. 
was the Cauſe of changing his Name. 
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hut there are Records of ſome Authority that give 

another Account of this Matter, and relate that he re- 

ceived the Title of O:lroll Olum, from the Words Oi Ol, 

which, in the Jriſh Language, ſignifies Shame or Re- 

proach, This Prince, it ſeems, was diſtinguiſhed by three 

remarkable Blemiſhes, which were eſteemed a great 

Diſgrace to him, and attended upon him to his Grave. 

He was deformed, as was obſerved before, by the Loſs 

of the greateſt Part of his Ear, his Teeth were exceed- 

ing black and his Breath was very offenſive, and had 

a nauſeous Smell. Theſe Imperfections befel him up- 

on the Account of the Rape he committed upon the 

young Lady, who had no ſooner bit his Ear, but he 

ſeized a Spear or Partiſan that was placed near him, 

and chrofivg it thro' her Body, he fixed her to the 

Ground. The Head of the Spear ſtruck againſt a 

Stone, and, by the Force of the Blow, the Point of 

it was bent; Oilioll having drawn the Weapon out of 
the Body, put the Point of the Spear into his Mouth 
with a Deſign to ſtreighten it with his Teeth; but the 
| Metal being invenom'd with ſtrong Poiſon, changed 
p the Colour of his Teeth into black, and had that Ef- 
if fect upon his Breath, that it afterwards had a nauſe- 
ous Smell not to be endured : Theſe were the three Ble- 
miſhes which gave the Name of Oilioll Olum to this 
‚ Prince, who was the leſs to be excuſed, becauſe he 
h had Warning long before by a Prediction concerning 
0 this Spear, which foretold he ſhould be afflicted with 
f three great Misfortunes if he ſuffered the Point of that 
ſ c gearas Spear to touch a Houe, or if he applied it to his Teeth, or 
5 Som ane, attempted with it to kill a J/oman; but the Prophecy 
| '” found no Credit with Oil Olum; for which Reaſon 
| he deſervedly fell under theſe Calamities, which occa- 
. | | ſioned the Change of his Name, and which he carried 

lk with him to his Grave. | 

A. D. i: Lugbaidb, who had the Sirname of Mac Gor, by his 
Victory got Poſſeſſion of the Government; he was 

the Son of Macniadh, Son of Luighdheach, Son of 
Daire, Son of Firuillue, Son of Enudbuilg, Son of 
Dazre, Son of Hiothbuilg, Son of Firmllne, Son of De- 
agambrach, Son of Deagha Dearg, Son of Deingibeine, 

Son of Muagatt Arrgtheach, Son of Lnuchtame, Son of 
Logha Feidhlioch, Son of Ereamboin, Son of Eadam- 
huia, Son of Goſambuin, Son of Hin, Son of Maubin, 
Son of Logha, Son of Eadambuin, Son of Mail, Son 
, 3 
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of Lughaidh, Son of lib, Son of Breogan, and filled tbe 
Throne of Jreland thirty Vears. The Mother of this Prince 
was Sadhbh, the Daughter of Conn, as before mentioned. 
He obtained the Name of Mac Co from a Greyhound that an rat pt 
was called Ealoir Dearg, that belonged to O:holl Olum. Bonceꝗ ms 
This King in his Infancy was educated in the Court bas . 
of Oilioll Olum, and being a Child of a very weak d. 
and tender Conſtitution, he was very fretful and diffi- 
cult to be pleaſed: But when he could not be pacified 
by other Methods, thoſe who had the Care of him a 
procured a young Greyhound for him to play with, 4 
which, by its Fondneſs and diverting Poſtures, ſo amuſed # 
the Child, that he conceived a wonderful Kindneſs for { 
the Dog, and was never eaſy or contented without him; 
and, from this playing with the Greyhound, he was | 
known by the Name of Mac Con, but he was properly 14 
called Lughaidh, The Victory he obtained in the Bat- + 
tel of Magh Muchrume put him in Poſſeſſion of the 
ns eh for within the Compaſs of a Week, by perſu- 
ing his Succeſs, he fixed himſelf in the Sovereignty of 
the whole Iſland, and governed it ſecurely thirty Years, 
as is particularly mentioned in the following Verſes, 
tranſcribed from a very ancient Poem, which begins in 
this Manner, Cuocha Cnoc os Cionn Liffe. 


Within ſeven Days the fortunate Lughaidh 
Obtained the Scepter of the Weſtern Iſle, | 
And reign'd in Honour and Proſperity 

For thirty Tears, as ancient Records tell; 
But be was at laſt ſlain by Treachery, 
Sitting in State in the Aſſembly. 


It muſt be obſerved, that this Mac Con, the Iriſb 
Monarch we are ſpeaking of, was not a Deſcendent 
from the Poſterity of Heber Hionn, as he is expreſlly 
mention'd to bein the Poem that begins with theſe Words, 
Conaire Caomb Chaombuin chum , but was derived from 


the Family of Lugbaiab, the Son of [th, Son of Breo- * 
gan. lib and Milęſius the King of Spam, who was other- | * 
wiſe called Gollamh, were Brother's Children; and not- 5 


withſtanding that Lugbaidh, the Son of Iih, and his Po- 


ſterity, were deſcended from Gagelas in a lineal Succeſſi- 
on, yet they are not to be reckoned of the Line of 
Mileſius, but were Couſin Germans to that Family; and 
this Account is confirmed by the Teſtimony of a Poet 
of great Credit and Antiquity, who, ſpeaking of the 41 

| three 
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|. I three renowned Tribes that were derived from the Po- 
| ſterity of Lughardb, the Son of 1th, has theſe Verſes, 


florize do Three Princes, famous in the Iriſh Annals, 
fliof lugh O Cobhthaig generous and hoſpitable ; 
mas 159.91" OFloin Arda invincible and brave 
And the moſt valiant Heiderſgeoil, 
Were not deſcended from the royal Line 
Of great Mileſius. 


From Lughaidh, the Son of lib, the following Sir- 
names deduce their Original, O Laogharrein the Engliſh 
Language called O Lavery, or Lery, O Baire of Arony 
in Carbry, Magh Fanchy of Darthrutdhe, Magh Amal- 
gadh of Callruidbe, O Gunyn, and Mac Aillin in the 
Kingdom of Scotland. 

This Mac Con, it muſt be underſtood, was the third 
Monarch of [reland, who was of the royal Line of Ib; 
the firſt Monarch of that Family was Eochaidb Eeadgothach, 
the Son of Daire, who poſſeſſed the Government of 
the Iſland four Years, and fell by the Sword of Cear- 
ma, the Son of Eibhric, the Son of Ir. The ſecond 
of that Line was Eochaidb Apthach, who ſat upon the 
Throne one Year, and was ſlain by Fionn, the Son of 

=" ho do Bratha. The third, deſcended from this illuſtrious 

— cd Houſe, was this Mac Con, as appears evidently by the 
Authority of an ancient Poet, who has tranſmitted to 
us the following Verſes. 


r 
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From the moſt noble Race of Ith deſcended 
Three Princes, who the Iriſh Scepter ſway d. 
Eochaidh Eadgothach, Eochaidh Apthach, 


And the renowned Lughaidh, who reveng'd 
The cruel Death of their great Anceſtor. 


Comain Higis the Son of Fearcio form'd a Conſpiracy 
by the Perſuaſion of Cormac, the Son of An the Melan- 
choly, againſt Maccon, and flew him with a remarkable 
Spear, known in the /r;/þ Language by the Name of 
Ringde. This treacherous Act was committed at Feimbin 
in Leinſter, as the King was returning from Munſter. 
The unfortunate Journey of the King into that Pro- 
vince, was occaſioned by the Prediction of his Druid, 
who foretold that he ſhould not wear the Crown of Ireland 


for half a Year, if he remov'd the Place of his Reſi- 
| | dence 


IRE LAN D. 


dence from the royal Houſe of Tara. Influenc'd by this 


Prophecy he came to Muſter, to ſolicit the Friendſhip 
and Aſſiſtance of his Relations in the Province, who 
deſcended from Oilioll Olum; but this Family, inſtead of 
favouring his Requeſt, reſolved to deſtroy him; for 
they could not forget the Revenge they owed him for 
the Death of Kogan More and his Brothers, whom he 
flew in the Battel of Magh Muchrume. Mac Con upon 
this Repulſe, returned back to Leiter, where he was 
treacherouſly kill'd in the Manner before mentioned: 
He loſt his Life in the Field, call'd in the [-:/þ Lan- 
guage Gort an bir, which ſignifies the Golden Freld, at 
Magh Feimbin, near Dearg Rath, that lies on the North 
Side of Alb na Garbat, or the Charits Ford. The 
Place is known to this Day by the Name of Cort an 
oir, or the Golden Field, which Title it received, be- 
cauſe Mac Con, when he was ſlain, was diſtributing his 
Liberality, and rewarding the Poets and principal Ar- 


tiſts of the Kingdom with large Sums of Gold; when ngz4 mac 
the Murtherer came behind him undiſcovered as he was £91 Abxe- 


ſtanding near a large Rock, and moſt barbarouſly thruſt all. 
him thro' with a pear. 


Feargus, who was diſtinguiſhed by the Name of 4. D. 2. 


the Black Teeth, was the ſucceeding Monarch; he was 
the Son of Fonnchada, Son of Fogambum, Son of Fia- 
thach, Son of Finn, Son of Daire, Son of Dluthach, 
Son of Deiſin, Son of Evchaidh, Son of Sin, Son of 
Roſin, Son of Trem, Son of Rothreim, Son of Airi- 
endil, Son of Maine, Son of Forga, Son of Fea- 
radhach, Son of Oiliollaran, Son of Hach Fearmara, 
Son of Aongus Tuirmbeach, deſcended from the royal 
Line of Heremon, and fat upon the Throne one Year. 
It was in the Reign of this Prince, that the Inhabi- 
tants of Ulſier expelled Cormac by Force out of that 
Province into Conacht; notwithſtanding he made an En- 
tertainment at Magh Breag, and feaſted them plenti- 


fully. It was at this Feaſt that the King of Ulſter tyygteq 
commanded one of his Servants to ſet Fire on Cormac's fearop | 
Beard with a lighted Candle, which was accordingly gta nee 


| : gol ta eiog 
done, and then he was baniſhed the Province. The vas. 


three principal Perſons concern'd in the Diſgrace and 
Exile of this Nobleman, were the three Feargas's, the 
Sons of Honchadba, Son of Eogambum; their Names 
were Feargus, who was ſirnamed Dubhabeadach or the 
Black Teeth; the ſecond Brother was called Feargas, 


Ppp ſirnamed 
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6 ſirnamed Carsfhiachlach, which ſignifies the Crooked 
1 Teeth, and the youngelt was Feargus, ſirnamed Folileab- 

hair or Long-hair d. 

rerdeor- (Cyr mac inflamed with Reſentment at this ungenerous 

wits Hos Uſage, applied for Protection to Thady, the Son of 

cem ag 14- Ceiun, Son of Oilioll Olum, who was a Perſon of Autho- 

— rity and of great Intereſt in the Country of Ely. When 
he arrived he repreſented his Misfortunes and the In- 
dignities he had received with ſo moving an Addreſs, 
that the generous Thady promiſed to ſupport him againſt 
his Oppreſſors, and reſtore him to his juſt Rights if he 
would engage to ſettle a Tract of Land upon him, after 
he had triumphed over his Enemies. Cormac complied 
joyfully with the Conditions, and gave him Security 
that he ſhould be put into Poflefſion of as much Land 
as he could ſurround with his Chariot upon the Day 
of Battel, when the Fight was over, and he had ob- 
tained a complete Victory over the three Brothers. 
Thady, relying upon his Honour and Integrity, reſolved 
to eſpouſe his Cauſe with all imaginable Vigor; and to 
intimidate his Enemies, he told Cormac that he knew 
where the invincible Hero Lughaid Laga lay conceal- 
ed, and aflured him that if he could prevail upon that 
bold Champion to appear at the Head of his Troops, 
and preſent himſelf in the Front of the Battel, the Day 
would be his own; and as an undiſputed Sign of Suc- 
ceſs, the Heads of the three Fearguss, he made no 
Queſtion, would be cut off by this intrepid Warrior, 
and laid at his Feet: He farther informed him that this 
{tout Soldier had retired, and lived an obſcure Life at 
Atharla near Shabh Grott, where he would be ſure to 
find him, 


Encouraged by theſe Aflurances, Cormac went in- 
ſtantly to Atharla, and upon a ſtrict Search he found 
the brave Lyghaidh in a poor deſpicable Cottage, lying 
lugas la- along upon the Ground with his Face on When 


5% 7 co he perceived him in that Poſture, he pris 
nas anyo. 


ed him gently 
with the End of his Lance; upon which the old Soldier de- 
manded with a ſtern Countenance who it was that preſum- 
ed to diſturb him in ſo inſolent a Manner. Cormac re- 
plied mildly, and told him his Name; and Lugbaidb an- 
ſwered that if he had been pleaſed, he might juſtly have 
taken away his Life in Revenge for the Death of his Father 
Ar the Melancholy, who fell by his Hand; Cormac told him 
he thought he was obliged to mak e him aſuitable Re- 
compence 
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compence for that Action: That I promiſe you, ſays WYW 
Lughaidh, for 1 will make you a Preſent of a King's 
Head in the Time of Battel. By this Time Cormac had made 
known his Buſineſs, and after he had received his Word, 
that he would aſſiſt him to the utmoſt of his Life, and 
give him Revenge over his Enemies, they ſet forwards 
together towards Ely, where Thady, the Son of Ceinn 
kept his Reſidence, 
By this Time Thady had raiſed a numerous Army, 
with a Deſign to deſtroy the Province of Mer with 
Fire and Sword; and he was the more eaſily induc'd 
to engage in this Expedition, becauſe Feargus Dubhdhea- 
dach or the Black Teeth Prince, who was the elder Bro- 
ther, had ſome Time before ſlain the Father of 7hady 
in the Battel of Sambnua. This reſolute Army marched 4 
to Brugh mac Anoig and Criona Chin Comar, where the 4 
Brothers were ready to receive them with the Forces they 
had raiſed, and reſolved to engage at all Adventures. 
In this Place was the memorable Battel of C iona fought 
between Cormac and the three Feargus's; but Thady would 
not permit Cormac to enter into the Fight, but perſuad- 
ed him to be Spectator of the Action upon the Top of 
a Hill near the Field, where the Battel was fought, and 
expect theEvent. 
The Sign was given, and both Armies engaged with 
ſignal Courage, and the Victory was undetermined for 
ſome Hours; but the valiant Lyghaidh reſolved to turn 
the Fortune of the Day, and ruſhing into the hotteſt 
of the Action, he made his Way thro cf of ſlain, 
till he came to Feargus Folileabbair, or the Long-hair d, 
whom he fell upon with deſperate Fury, and cut off his 
Head; he retired with the Spoil of his Enemy in his 
Hand, and coming to the Place where Cormac was ſup- 
poſed to be, he advanced up to him, and threw the 
Head of this Feargus at his Feet. g 
It ſeems that Cormac, apprehenſive of ſome Danger adde 
from the Fury and outrageous Paſſion of Lughaidh, who 8 
in the Heat of the Battel, when his Blood was in a Fer- x,y," 
ment, would divert himſelf withthe Slaughter of hisFriends 
and Enemies without Diſtinction, had before the Engage- 
ment chang'd his Habit with one of his Servants, whoſe 
Name was Deilion Druth. Lughaidh therefore brought 
the Head of his Enemy, and throwing it at the Feet of 
Cormac, as he imagined, demanded whether that was the 
Head of Feargus, King of Ireland. The Servant, al- 
| ſuming 
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ſuming an Air of State to himſelf, anſwered him that it 

mon bog bi- was not: The Champion immediately forced his Way 

_ © into the hotteſt of the Battel, and dealing his Blows 

ga laga terribly about him, he met with Feargus Charsfhiaclach, 

ning of, the crooked Teeth, and ruſhed upon him with thar Vi- 

Seite. olence, that he flew him without much Reſiſtance, 

and likewiſe cut off his Head. With this Trophy he 

returned to the ſuppoſed Cormac, and ſhewing him the 

Face, aſked him whether that was not the Head of the 

King of Uſer: The diſguiſed Servant replied it was not 

his, but the Head of his Brother. . Enraged with theſe 

Diſappointments he reſolved to accompliſh his Purpoſe, 

and with dreadful Slaughter of the Enemy, he made his 

Way to the King, whom he engaged with that Fury, 

that he flew him before he could be relieved, and 

brought his Head away with him in Triumph. He came 

joyfully to the ſuppoſed Cormac, and demanded whether 

that was not the Head of Feargus Duibhdheadach, King 

of Lien; the Servant, when he had examined the Face, 

anſwered, it was: The Victor, proud of his Conqueſt, 

threw the Head with his whole Force at the Servant, 

who appeared in the Habit of his Maſter, and the 
il Blow was ſo violent, that he fell dead at his Feet. 
i This happy Stratagem preſerved the Life of Cormac; 
of for this Lughaidh was ſo untractable and fierce, that in 
þ his Fury he delighted in Bloodſhed; and were it not 
=. = for the Diſguiſe, Cormac muſt certainly have fallen a 
Sacrifice to the Paſſion of this ungovernable and ſavage 
|. Warrior. But Lyghaidh, notwithſtanding his Reputation 
1 and Conduct in Arms, was wounded deſperately, and 
, he loſt ſo much Blood, that he fainted away. The 
Fight was bloody on both Sides, and the Victory was 
won with great Loſs; for the Army of Ver, tho' oblig- 
ed to give Way, yet rallied ſeven Times with great Bra- 
very; but the victorious Thady, the Son of Ceinn, pierc- 
ed with his hardy Troops into the main Body of the 
Enemy, and after a ſharp Conteſt, put them to the 
| Rout, and drove them out of the Field: He perſued 
them with great Slaughter from Ciona to Glaiſeè an Eara, 
near Drom Ionaſgluinn, as the learned Flanagan, whoſe 


Authority is indiſputable, obſerves in his Poem in this 
Manner. | 


r 


— 


Feig 


= 
"= 
= 
-2 
9 
9 
_ 
2 
I 
1 
"2 
"= 
i 
J 
= 
= 
Iz 
5 
= 
YA 
A 
3 
2 
2 
= 
4 
2 
4 
q AF 
we 
4 
—_ 
42 
- 4 4 
4 
3 
; * 
9 


* en 8 . 


4 
# 
4 
7 
* 
4 
3 
Y 
«x 
Wn 
bs 
.= 
"2 
E. 
* 1 
1 
L. 
2 
* © 
i 
9 
'Y 
bh 
_— 
_— 
= 
_ 
= 
1 
= 
4 
1 
1 
4 
1 
= 
Eo 
42 
= 
= 
A 
3 
\ 
- 1 
J } 1 
4 " 4 
- 
- 
2 
OO 
2 
4 
« 4 
1 
4Y 
© 
1 
1 
4 


ingly be cured, and the Surface of the Skin cloſed, but they 
were not to be ſearched to the Bottom, in order to give 
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Feig Mac Cein, from Rath Cro ſubdued 

The Army of Ulſter, tho' ſeven Times they rallied, 
And fought ; but with ſuperior Force oerborn 
They fled, and were perſued from Rath Criona 
To Ard Cein. 


After the Action was over, the valiant Thady, the 
Son of Cem, was obliged by the ſore Pain of the Wounds 
he had received, to be carried out of the Field in his 
Chariot; for he was miſerably galled by three Spears, h ec 
in three ſeveral Places of his Body. His Deſign was e1eas an 
to ſurround as large a Tra& of Land as he was able; 7,007" 
for this, as was before obſerved, was to be his Reward 
if he came off with Victory, Accordingly he commands 
the Driver of his Chariot to make all poſſible Expedi- 
tion; for in the Circuit of the Day he propoſed to en- 
compaſs the Royal Palace of Tara, and to drive on as 
far as Dublin. But the Anguiſh of his Wounds, and a 
large Effuſion of Blood had reduced him to ſo weak a 
State, that he perfectly ane yet intent upon the 
enlarging his Territories, he called to the Driver, and 
aſked him whether he had yet ſurrounded the Royal 
Seat of Tarah; the Servant told him he had not; upon 
which Thady was ſo inraged, that he ſummon'd all »eycasg 
his Strength, and flung his Spear with that Violence, Bella. 
that he transfix d his Body, and he inſtantly dropt the 
Reins and died. 

At this Time Cormac came to the Place, and per- 
ceiving Thady in that miſerable Condition, by the Pain 
of his Wounds, called to a Surgeon that was in his 
Company, and, with the moſt barbarous Deſign, com- 
manded him, under a Pretence of dreſſing one of his 
Wounds, to convey an Ear of Barley into it; into the rug come 
ſecond Wound he ordered him to incloſe a ſmall 4/ackra oe 


. ler | 
IVorm, and into the third he was to conceal the Point of Ty 


r gun oo de- 
a ruſty Spear ; and then he was to take Care in the admi- pan an 


niſtring of his Medicines, that the Wounds ſhould ſeem- 1 


him the more Pain, and by Degrees to affect his Life. 
This I think is the moſt ungrateful Inſtance of Cruelty 
to be met with in the /7;/þ Hiſtory ; but Thady was a 
Perſon of great Courage, and had a brave Army at his 
Command, which gave Cormac a Suſpicion that he 
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would ſeize upon the Government himſelf, and there- 
fore he reſolved by this inhuman Method to deſtroy 
him. 
In this deplorable State the unfortunate Thady con- 
tinued for the Space of a Year, and ſuffered moſt exqui- 
fire Tortures, and his Life was in the utmoſt Danger, 
The Condition of this young Prince was lament- 
ed by his whole Army, but particularly by Lughazdh 
Laga, who, not ſuſpecting the Treachery of Cormac, 
went to Munſter, and brought away with him an emi- 
nent Surgeon, who had performed wonderful Cures in that 
Province and thro? the whole Kingdom. When he came 
to examine into the Wounds of his Patient, he ordered 
his three Pupils, who attended him, to lance the Skin, 
and with proper Inſtruments to probe the Wounds. 
Thady could not bear the Pain occaſioned by this Ope- 
ration, but gave a molt pitiful Sigh, and almoſt fainted 
under the Hand of the Operator; the Surgeon aſked 
the eldeſt of his Pupils, who was the moſt expert in his 
Profeſſion, what was the Reaſon the young Prince ſigh- 
ed ſo lamentably, and in what State the Wound was? He 
anſwered, that he was not ſurpriſed to hear the Pati- 
ent cry out and lament; for = was an Ear of Bar- 
ley incloſed within the Wound. Thady was in the ut- 
moſt Pain when the ſecond Wound was ſearched, and, 
unable to conceal the Torment he ſuffered, ſigh'd again, 
which made the Surgeon examine into the Reaſon; and 
the ſecond Pupil told him that he diſcovered a living 
black Worm, who gnaw'd upon the Fleſh, and occaſion- 
ed the moſt acute Torture. The third Wound was 
now to be examined; and, notwithſtanding the com- 
paſſionate Care of the young Operator, Thady could not 
forbear crying out when the Probe was within the Skin ; 
and upon Inquiry into the Reaſon, the third Pupil told 
his Maſter, that notwithſtanding the Surface of the 
Skin was healed, yet the Fleſh was putrefied and cor- 
rupted within; for the ruſty Point of an old Hear lay 
concealed at the Bottom. The Surgeon ſurpriſed at fo 
uncommon a Caſe, gave Orders that a Ploughſhare 


Aamaintay ſhould be heated in the Fire till it was red hot, which 


do leg 
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being brought to him, he took it in his Hand, and with 
a cruel and ſtern Countenance, he ran violently at his 
Patient as if he would have forced the Iron thro? his 
Body: Thady, ſurpriſed at this Attempt, ſtarted out of 
his Bed to avoid the Puſh, and by the Violence of his 
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ed open, and he fortunately diſcharged the Ear of Bar- 
ley, the black Worm, and the ruſty Iron; which had 
that happy Effect, that the Surgeon, by applying pro- 
per Medicines, ſoon accompliſhed his Cure, and he 
was perfectly recovered. Thady, after this Act of Trea- 
chery, employed his Forces in making Conqueſts in the 
Country, and his Arms were attended with that Succeſs, 
that he ſubdued large Territories in Leath Cum, fo 
called becauſe it was Part of the Dominions of Cunn, 
who loſt half the Iſland, and was forced to be content 
with the remaining Part, which was known by this 
Name Leath Cumn. | 

The victorious Thady was the Son of Ceinn, Son of 
Oilioll Olum; from Fomchaidhe, the Son of Coyla, 
deſcended the noble Families of the O Carrols; from 
Fionachta, the Son of Conla, the Tribe of O Meag- 
hair were derived; from Cormac Gatleangach proceed- 
ed the Families of O Hara, O Gara, O Cahaiſe, and 0 
Connor Cianachta, They extended their Conqueſts over 
the Country in this Manner. Gazleanga was victorious 
Eaſtward and Weſtward, Ganachta Southward and 
Northward. The Poſterity of Heber Fionn got Poſ- 
ſeſſion of other Countries in Leath Cuinn, or the Half 
of Ireland under the Sovereignty of Conn; this Part of 
the Iſland was conquered by the Poſterity of Cochlan, 

Son of Lorcan, Son of Dathin, Son of Teachmre, Son 

of Habe, Son of Ambhile, Son of Big, Son of Apdban, 

Son of Dealbhaoth, Son of Cas, Son of Conull Kachly- 

ath, Son of [uigdherah Mean, who made Swords-Land 

of all the Countries from Limerick to the Mountain of, ane lu. 
Eachtuighe, Son of Aongus Tireach, Son of Firchuirh, Boca“ ned- 
Son of Modba Chuirb, Son of Cormac Cas, Son of Oili- vc. 
oll Olum. The Territories that fell into the Hands of i tra- 
the Conquerors were theſe, the ſeven Dealbhnas, that is, ERS 
Dealbhna More, Dealbhna Beg, Dealbhna Eathra, De- | 
albna Jathar Midhe, Dealbhna $ithe Neanta, Dealbhna 

Cuille Fabhair, and Dealbhua Tire da Loch in Conacht. 

This Feargus, the Iriſb Monarch we are treating of, 

was ſlain, as before mentioned, by Lughaidh Laga, at 

the Inſtigation of Cormac, the Son of Arr. 

Cormac Ulfada, after his Victory, ſeiz'd upon the 4. D 213. 
Government; he was the Son of Art, Son of Conn, the 
renowned Hero of the hundred Battels, and he filled 
the Throne forty Years. The Reaſon why he was diſ- 

| | tinguiſhed 
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V tinguiſhed by the Name of Cormac Ulfada, was upon 
the Account of his Beard and the Hair of his Head, 
which was exceeding long; or he might receive this 
Title from the Word Ulfada or Dla fad, which ſignifies 
in Eugliſh far or remote from Ulſter; for we have ob- 
ſerved that the Inhabitants of Uſer expelled him out 
of that Province, and he continued in Baniſhment 
ſixteen Years, or, according to other Compytations, 
he was in Exile ten Years before he returned and be- 
came the Monarch of the Iſland. The Mother of this 
Prince was Eachtach, the Daughter of Ulcheatazgh, who 
was by his Profeſſion a Black-/mrth, His Father, who 
was Art the Melancholy, the Son of Conn, was charm'd 
with the Beauty of this fair Plebeian, who bore him 
this King Cormac not long before the Battel of Magh 
Muchruime. This young Woman he uſed as a Concubine; 
for it was a Cuſtom in thoſe Times, that a King's Son 
might lay his Commands upon any poor Mechanick to 
deliver up his Daughter, and it was thought honour- 
able to the Family to have a Child AT within the 
Embraces of a Prince; but the Father might refuſe to 
give up his Daughter, unleſs the Prince engaged to en- 
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"i dow her with a handſome Portion. By this Means the 
" Mother of Cormac became the Concubine of Art; for 
is ſhe was not his lawful Queen, his Wife being Me:dbbb 
j Leathdearg, the Daughter of Conan Cualan, from whom 
1 Rath Meidhbhe, adjoining to the Palace of Tara receiv- 
| ed its Name. This Concubine Eachtach, the Mother 
. duringe of Cormac, had a Dream one Night as ſhe was in Bed 
B pe _ by Art the young Prince, that her Head was chopt off, 
if Lorne And that a Tree grew out of her Neck, whoſe Branches 
1 3 overſpread the whole Kingdom of [reland; but the Sea 


roſe to a prodigious Height, and deſtroyed that Tree, 
and then retired; from the Root of this Tree ſprang 
out another, but this was blaſted by a Weſterly Wind, 
and ſo it died. When ſhe awaked in the Morning, 
ſhe was ſurpriſed at the ſtrange Circumſtances of her 
Dream, and with great Concern related the Parti- 

| culars of it to At. The Prince being well accom- 
ena FA pliſhed in Soothſaying and Divination, interpreted the 
dag agu. Dream in this Manner: Vou are to obſerve, ſays he, 
ears af A- that the Head of every Woman by the Law of Nature, 
arm is the Huſhand, and me you will certainly loſe in the 

ie. Battel of Maigh Muchruime, where I ſhall be ſlain: The 
Tree that you ſuppoſed grew out of your Neck, is 2 


Son 
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Son you will bear to me, who, Iforetel, ſhall one Day fit “ 


upon the Throne of Vreland. The Overflowing of the 
Sea, by which he was deſtroyed, implies that this Prince 
ſhall die by the ſticking of a Bone of a Sea-f/h in his 
Throat: The Tree you perceived to ſpring out of the 
Root of the former, will be the Son of that King, who 
likewiſe ſhall obtain the Sovereignty of the Kingdom; 
and the Blaſt of Weſt Wind, by which it withered and 
decayed, ſignifies, that a deſperate Battel will be fought 
between himſelf and the Iriſh Mia, who will riſe in 
Arms againſt him, wherein he ſhall be ſlain: But the 
Hana Eiriona, or the Militia of Ireland, ſhall have no 
Occaſion to boaſt of their Victory obtained by Treaſon 
and Rebellion; for they ſhall never flouriſh or proſper 
after that Action, but their Courage ſhall fail them, and 
they ſhall become a Prey to their Enemies. And in 
Proceſs of Time the Interpretation of this Dream was 
exactly accompliſhed in the Perſons of At, his Son Cor- 
mac, and Cairbre his Grandſon. Art was lain in the 
Battel of Mazgh Muchruime, Cormac was choaked by the 
Bone of a S$ea-fiſh, and Cairbre Liffeacharr loſt his Life 
in the Battel of Gabhra, by the Fiana Eirionn, or the 
ſtanding Miliia of the Kingdom. | 

The Wife of Cormac, King of [reland, was, if we 
give Credit to ſome Chronicles, Eihne Taobhſada, the 
Daughter of Cathaorr More; but that muſt be a Miſtake; 
and to aſſert that Eiihne Cathach was the Mother of 
Cairbre Liffeachair is equally falſe and impoſſible to be 
proved; for there was the Diſtance of fourſcore and 
eight Years between the Death of Cathaoir More, and the 
Time that Cormac took upon him the Command of re- 
land, which may be computed in this Manner. Conn 
reigned twenty Years; Conarre More held the Govern - 
ment ſeven Years; Art was Monarch of the Kingdom 
thirty Years; Mac Con reigned as many, and Feargus 
Dubhdheadach wore the Crown one Year before he was 
dethronedby Cormac, who fixed himſelfin the Succeſſion : 


And we have undoubted Authority to believe that Einh. erine al- 
ne Ollambdha, Daughter of Dunluing, Son of Eana Niadh, 4 Re. 
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was the Mother of Cairbre Liffeachair; and the ſame Teſti- mae eana 


mony informs us, that this Lady was foſtered and edu- u bub 


cated by Buiciodh Brughach an eminent and wealthy Herdſ- ll 
man, who lived in the Province of Leinſter. acg. 


This Buiciodb Brughach was a very hoſpitable Perſon, 


and made it his Practice to have a large Caldron always 
11 boiling 


o — — ä — — — 
. — 0 = - - - — Moy - E - g — 
— * p4 þ - 2 "a Ty "ad 2 — 2 £ - = > — 5 
K 1 = 7 
— * * . J 2 — * _ 4 


— 


2 


feds bs 


260 The GENERAL HisTory of 


WYV boiling upon the Fire, full of Fleſh and Proviſion for 
the Entertainment of all Paſſengers who came that Way, 
whom he relieved generouſly upon free Coſt, without 
aſking any Queſtions, or demanding of his Gueſts 
who they were, or to what Part of the Iſland they be- 

long'd. This Herdſman abounded in Cartel of all Kinds; 

he had in his Poſſeſſion at one Time ſeven Herds 
of Cows, each Herd conſiſting of ſeven Score; he was 
furniſhed with a noble Stud of fine Horſes, and had 
Flocks of Sheep not to be numbred. The Gentry of 
Leinſter, with their whole Families and Retinue, would 
often viſit the Houſe of this Herdſman, and quarter 
themſelves upon him for a long Time; and when they 
left him, they would; bring away with them a Drove 
of his Cows, or take his Horſes and Mares, or what 
elſe they pleaſed, without aſking his Conſent, and never 
make him any Return. This ungrateful Practice of 
the Gueſts ſoon impoveriſhed their Benefactor, who 
was at laſt by this Method ſtript of all his Cattel ex- 
cept ſeven Cows and a Bull. With this ſmall remainin 
Part of his Fortune he removed privately in the Night 

deid bones from Dun Buiciodb, taking along with him his Wife 

an can» and his Foſter-Child Eithne. He travelled with his lit- 

Ol 50 (0 : 4 3 

ni lawre tle Family till he came to a great Wood adjoining to 

neg" nan Ceanannanus in the Country of Meath, which Cormac 

rem ra bem generally made the Place of his Reſidence. In this So- 

74 valra. fieude Buiciodb reſolved to ſpend the reſt of his Days; 

and as a Defence againſt the Weather, he built a ſmall 
Tent with Turf and Boughs, where he lodged with his 
Wife and his fair Charge £7hne, who in her ruſtick Dreſs 
diſcovered a ſingular Beauty, and attended upon her 
Foſter Parents in the Quality of a Servant. 

It happened that Cormac upon a Day rode out and 
diverted himſelf in this Wood; and his Fortune direct- 
ing him towards this little Hermitage, he ſpied the 
beautiful Eule very chearfully milking the Cows; ſhe 
had two Veſſels which ſhe made uſe of to ſeparate the 
thin Milk from the richer and more ſubſtantial; for 
when ſhe began to milk a Cow, ſhe diſpoſed of the 
firſt Part of the Milk into one Veſſel, and the latter 
Part or the Strippings ſhe poured into the other, which 
Method ſhe obſerved till had gone over the whole 
Number; when ſhe had finiſhed, ſhe took up the Vel- 

ſels and carried them home. Cormac following her at 
a Diſtance, admiring her Sagacity and the Nieeneſs of 


her 
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her Care, and perfectly charmed with the Modeſty of 

her Looks, and the fine Shape, and Beauty of her Per- 

ſon. The young Milkmaid did not {tay long in the 

Cottage, but ſhe came out again with two other Veſ- 

ſels and a Bowl in her Hand, and went to a Spring of 

Water not far from the Hut ; ſhe ſtooped to the Brink 

of the Spring, and laded with the Bowl; with the 

Water that was near the Surface ſhe filled one Veſſel, 

and into the other ſhe poured the Water that was laded 

from the middle of the Spring, which was cooler and 

cleater than the reſt. When her Veſſels were full ſhe re- 

turned home; Cormac ſtill having his Eye upon her, 

and ſurpriſed at her innocent Behaviour, and her exact 

judgment: She ſoon came out again; for ſhe was oblig- 

ed to do all the menial Offices of the Family, with a 

Reaping Hookin her Hand, and ſhe had not gone far before | 

ſhe found a Place that abounded with Ry/hes; here ſhe be- 

gan to work, and when ſhe had cut a Handful of Ruſhes, 

ſhe ſeparated thoſe that were long and green from ſuch as 

were ſhort and withered, and laid them in different Heaps; 

which Diſtinction ſhe uſed till ſhe had as many as ſhe de- 

ſign'd to carry. The amorous Cormac obſerved her ata Di- 

ſtance, and unable to ſtifle his Paſſion, he rode up to 

her. She was ſomewhat ſurpriſed at firſt to ſee ſo gen- 

reel a Perſon in fo ſolitary a Place; but the young Prince 

by the Courteſy of his Addrefs ſoon remov'd her Fears, 

and aſſured her that ſhe was in no Danger notwith- 

ſtanding ſhe was alone; for it would be the greateſt 

Barbarity to offer Violence to a Maid of ſo innocent a 

Carriage, and whoſe Beauty deſerved to be remov'd 

from Woods and Wilderneffes into the Courts of Princes. 

After ſome of theſe polite Compliments had paſſed, 

and the fair Eiibne was recovered from her Surpriſe, 

Cormac aſked her the Reafon of the Diſtinction ſhe had 

uſed in ſeparating the Milt, the Mater, and the Ruſhes, | 

and defired to know who was that happy Perſon whom 4 

the was fo careful to oblige, as to preſerve the beſt of 1 

every thing by it ſelf, and to diftinguiſh by particular 

Marks of her Favour and Eſteem. The Maid, with a 

Bluſh riſing in her Face, anſwered that the Perſon, up- 

on whom the beſtowed the choiceſt of what the could 

provide, is one, to whom 1 owe all the Service of my 

Life, and to pleaſe him is my Duty and che utmoſt of all my | a 

Care. The Prince inquired whs this fortunate Perſon ll 
| | | was, 
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sas, ſhetold him it was the unhappy Buiciodb Brughach, 
what, ſays Cormac, the generous Herd/man, fo remarkable 
for his Hoſpitality in the Province of Leinſter? The very 
ſame, Sir, replies the Maid; why then, ſays he, your 
Name muſt be Eithne, and you are the Daughter of 
dala ko Dunluing, and Foſter Child to this Herdſman, who 
par ng pk has taken Care of you from your Infancy, and bred you 
c. up. Ves, Sir, ſhe anſwered, I perceive you know my 
Family and the Circumſtances of my Fortune: I do, 
fair Maid, ſays he, and I am ſo charmed with your Mo- 
deſty and the Beauty of your Perſon, that I ſcorn to 
make any unbecoming Attempts upon your Honour, 
but reſolve by the Ties of Marriage to make you a Part- 
ner in my Bed. Sir, ſhe replied, tho' a poor Maid 
may juſtly be ambitious to be thus advanced upon any 
Terms, yet I retain that Duty to my Foſter Father, 
that I would not preſume to diſpoſe of my ſelf without 
his Conſent to the greateſt Monarch of the Univerſe. 
Cormac applauded her Reſolution, and deſired to be con- 
ducted to the Cottage where Buiciodh was; and when he 
came, he informed him of his Deſign and the Sincerity of 
his Paſſion, and engaged upon the Honour of a Prince to 
remove him out of that ſol! ary Retirement , and beſtow 
Wealth and Lands upon him; ſuitable tothe Generoſity of 
3 his Soul, if he would conſent that the beautiful E;zhne ſhould 
rede ) be his Wife. Buiciodh rejoyced at his good Fortune, eſpeci- 
pprent 52 ally becauſe his fair Charge, whom he affectionately loved, 
are. was to be the Wife of a Prince, and ſoon complied with 
his Requeſt. Cormac fulfilled his Promiſe to Buiciodh, 
and gave him the Tract of Land called 7uath Odbram, 
that is ſituated near the Palace of Tara, and furniſhed 
him with a great Stock of Cattel and other Neceſſaries, 
by which Means he was made happy during his Life; 
and then the Marriage was conſummated with the beau- 
tiful Euhne, by whom he had a Son, who made a great 
Figure in the Ii Hiſtory, called Cairbre Liffeacharr. 
This Cormac, the Monarch of Ireland, it muſt be ob- 
ſerved, was a Prince of the moſt conſummate Wiſdom, 
underſtood perfectly the Maxims of Government, and 
was the nd + liſhed Stateſman of the Age; and 
as a Teſtimony of his Learning and Pogue Know- 
his Son Carrbre 
aa Liffeachair, intitled, Advice to Kings, which is worthy 
Ng og to be inſcribed in golden Characters for the Information 


dh wa of Princes, and oF a moſt complete Standard of * 
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to all Ages. He was very ſolicitous in reviſing and 


urging the ancient Laws of the Kingdom, and eſta- 
Fiſhed new Acts and Ordinances for the Regulation of 


his Subjects, exactly calculated to the Genius and Tem- 
per of his People. He was likewiſe a Prince of great 
Munificence and Hoſpitality, and ſupported the royal 
Dignity of a King in the utmoſt State and Grandeur. 
We may form a Judgment of the ſplendid and magni- 
ficent Court of this Monarch by the Deſcription of his 
Palace, where he kept his Reſidence, called in the Ii 
Language the Royal Seat of Miodehuarta. The Ac- 
count of this noble Fabrick we receive from the Relation 
of Amergin, the Son of Amalgadha, Son of Maolru- 
adhaa, an eminent Poet retained in the Family of Dzar- 
mod macCarrol, and to be found in the Book that treats 
of the Deſcription of Places and Buildings, written by 
this learned Author. This Palace of Midchuarta was 
built, it muſt be confefled, a long Time before Cormac 
came to the Crown; for in this Houſe it was that $/anvoll, 
one of the Monarchs of /relaud, died many Years be- 
fore Cormac was born : But it was repaired and enlarged b 

this Prince, and made a banqueting Houle, for the Re- 
ception and Entertainment of his own Nobility, and the 
Embaſſadors of foreign Princes. The Length of this 
Structure was three hundred Cubits, it was thirty Cubits 
in Height, and fifty Cubits in Breadth ; a Lanthorn of cu- 
rious Workmanſhip and of a large Size hung up in the 
middle of the State Room; fourteen Doors belonged to the 
Houſe, and the lodging Apartments were furniſhed with a 
hundred and fifty Beds, beſide the Royal Bed of State, where 
the King himſelf uſually lay. Never was there a Monarch 
in the Throne of /re/and, that was attended with a more 
noble Retinue; for he had in conſtant Pay a hundred 
and fifty of the molt diſtinguiſhed Champions of the 
Kingdom as the Teomen of his Guard, to wait upon his 
Perſon, eſpecially to ſerve him at his Table when he 
dined in Publick; at which Time he was ſerved in an 
hundred and fifty Cups of maſly Gold and Silver. The 
houſhold Guards that were in conſtant Attendance, 


— 


conſiſted of a thouſand and fifty of the braveſt Men in mite agur 
his whole Army; and other Enfigns and Diſtinctions of £49579 


Royalty he had about him, which would have been 1 et 


Reproach to the Dignity of the greateſt Princes. A Poets. 


of great Antiquity has tranſmitted to us the Character 
of this munificent King, the Lines are theſe, 
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The melancholy Art, who fill d the Throne 

Of Ireland, had but one Son, the brave Cormac, 
A Prince moſt generous, liberal and free, 

Il ho rais'd the Grandeur of the Iriſh Nation, 


And made it famed throughout the World. 


Cormac had a numerous Iflue ; his Children were 
three Sons and ten Daughters, as an eminent Poet has 
given us to underſtand in this Manner. 


Ten Princeſſes of moſt accompliſh'd Beauty, 
Were Daughters of Cormac the Iriſh King; 
Three Sons he had of a ſuperior Courage, 

Their Names were Daire, Cairbre and Ceallach. 


The firſt named of the three young Princes was ſlain 
at Dubhrors, near the Banks of the River Boyne at 
Breag; Ceallach, another of the Brothers, fell by the Hand 
of Hongus Gaothbhuailteach, as the following Verſes com- 
poſed by a Poet of great Veracity informs us, 


The valiant Aongus Gaothbhuailteach 

Slew Ceallach, a Prince, the Son of Cormac; 
His Brother Daire unfortunately fell 

With the renowned Thady, Son of Ccinn, 
Ar Dubhrois, near the River Boyne. 


It may not be improper in this Place, the better to 
illuſtrate this part of the Hiſtory, to mention particu- 
larly, the Genealogies of ſome of the principal Perſons 

concern'd in the Government, and in the publick Ad- 
miniſtration of the Iriſh Affairs. It muſt be obſerved 

rd clone therefore, for this purpoſe, that Feidhlime Reachimar 
arg gia had three Sons, their Names were Conn Ceadchathach, 
N. who was known by the Title of the Hero of the hundred 
Battels, Hochaidb Fioun, and Fiachadh Suidhe, as before 
mention'd. The Poſterity of Conn were Kings, and go- 

vern'd in Tara; the ſecond Brother, whoſe Name was 
Evchaidh Fionn, went into Leinſter at the Time when 

Cuchorh the Son of Modhachorb, was King of that Province. 
Lavighſeach Cean More, the Son of Connall Cearnach, had 

his Education with the Prince Eochaidh Fionn, and at 

this Time that the Inhabitants of Munſter made Incur- 

ſions into Leſter, and conquer'd a large Proportion, of 
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that Province; and by the Succeſs of their Arms they 
were in Poſſeſſion of Offery and Laoigheis, as far as the 
Top of Maiſtean. Cuchorb then reign'd in Leinſter, and 
perceiving that the Forces of Munten had got footing 
in his Province, and were not eaſily to be expell'd by 
his own Strength, he intreated the Aſſiſtance of Ho- 
chaidh Fionn, to drive them back into their own Ter- 
ritories; Eochaidh complied with his Requeſt, and ſent 
Commiſſions to his Friends and Allies, to attend up- 
on him with a competent Number of Troops to engage 
in this Expedition. His Orders were faithfully obey'd, 
and he advanced his Companion Laoighſeach Cean More, 
who was bred up with him, to be the General of his 
Forces; Cuchorb put himſelf at the Head of what Men 
he could engage to follow him, and joined his Ally, 
who thought it proper that his Friend Laozgh/each ſhould 
be Commander in chief of the whole Army. 

Thus united they marched towards the Momomiams or 
the Men of Munſter, who apprehending they ſhould 
be attack'd prepared to receive them. The two Armies 
ſoon engaged, and a bloody Action follow'd, where both 
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Sides fought with great Vigor and Bravery; and it was 


difficult for ſome Time to judge which way the Victory 
would incline: But Fortune after a ſharp Diſpute declared in 
favour of the Confederate Army, who broke the Ranks 
of the Enemy with terrible Slaughter, and routed them 
from the Top of Maiſtean to the River Bearbha. The Bat- 


oyꝗ bas 
vine de 


tel was fought at a Place called Athirodain, known a cogeas 
now by the Name of Athy, ſituated upon the River lee en 


Bearbha, now called Bearow. And the Momonians in 
this Engagement were defeated, and the Flower of their 
Troops lay dead upon the Spot. 


The Lagenians, or the Men of Leinſter, animated 
with this Succeſs, perſued the Chace, and perceiving 


that a ſtrong Body of the Enemy had rallied, and were 
drawn up in Order at Cainthine on Magh Riada, now 
called Laoighis, that is Laiſe or Leiſe Riada, the Vic- 
tors fell upon them with deſperate Fury, and put 
them to Flight; then perſued them to H he Dhala, now 
called Bealach More Offery, where the Forces of Lein- 
ſter made ſo dreadful a Slaughter of the Momomans, 
that they were forced to deſiſt for Want of Enemies to 
kill; which Victory re-ſettled the State of that Pro- 
vince, and ſo diſcouraged the Men of Munſter, that 


they never attempted to inlarge their Bounds, but * 
gla 
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glad to confine themſelves within their own Terri— 
tories. 

Cuchorh being reinſtated in his Dominions by the Aſ- 
ſiſtance of Eochaidb Hionn, out of Gratitude thought him- 


ſelf obliged to make a Recompence for his Services, and 
de bon eu · therefore he generouſly beſtowed upon him the ſeven 


Eupb nd re- 


af brotady- 
duat᷑ laß 
GN do co- 


c ham Fioh. 


ſter, being 
Bravery of this Commander, obliged himſelf and his 
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Fothortuaths, and confirmed this Donation by perpe- 
tuating the Right to his Poſterity for ever; Laoighiſcach, 
the General of the Confederate Army, who had his 
Education with Eochaidb Fionn, he rewarded with the 
ſeven Laoighiſes, to be injoyed by him and his Heirs; for 
he confefled, that the Succeſs of the Expedition was 
owing to the Valour and Conduct of the General, whoſe 
military Experience gave him the Advantage over the 
Incapacity of the commanding Officer in the Enemy's 
Army, which he made that Uſe of as to obtain a com- 
plete Victory. 
From this Inſtance of Gratitude to Laoighſcach, the 
Poſterity of this General took upon themſelves the 
Title of Kings of Lezx or Leiſe; and the King of Lein- 
{afible that he owed his Crown to the 


Succeſſors in that Province to make a perpetual Ac- 
knowledgment to the Kings of Leix in Memor 
of the Service he received from Laoighſeach, who re- 
ſtored him to his Throne. He eſtabliſhed it by Law, 
that the Kings of Lex ſhould have a juſt Claim for ever 
to a Hirloin of every Beeve that was killed in the royal 
Slaughter-houſe for the Uſe of the Kings of Leinſter, 
and that one of the King of Leinſter's Galloglach's or 
Receivers ſhould attend conſtantly in the King of Lem- 


ſter's Court, and ſhould have a Salary allowed him for 


that Purpoſe, whoſe ſole Buſineſs it ſhould be to ſuper- 
viſe and collect this Tribute for the Uſe of the King of 
Leix. : 

It was ordained likewiſe, that the King of Lezx, for 
the Time being, thould be allowed a Place at the Council- 
board of the King of Leinſter, and was to take his Place 
in the fourth Degree at all publick Aſſemblies and En- 
tertainments, and but three were admitted to fit a- 
bove him nearer the King. He was to injoy the prin- 
cipal Office in the Treaſury, and to diſtribute the King's 
Bounty and Munificence to the Gentry, the Antiqua- 
ries, the Poets and Muſicians, and the learned in all 
Arts and Profeſhons, whoſe Abilities intitled them to 
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a Reward; and whatever Preſents or Acknowledge- WV 
ments were ſent to the King, were tranſmitted to him, tome © 
and paſſed thro? his Hands. It was injoyned farther, yo. 
that ſeven of the royal Family of Loigbis or Leix ſhould 
conſtantly attend the Perſon of the King of Leſter 
at home and abroad as a fixed Guard; for which Ser- 
vice they were to be honourably maintained at the 
Charge of the Crown of Leinſter. But the King of 
Leix, in Return for theſe Privileges, was obliged to main- 
tain at his own Expence a hundred and fitty ſtout Sol- 1 
diers to ſerve in the Army of the King of Leinſter, who l 
were bound to execute the moſt difficult and dangerous # 
Commands; to force the Lines of the Enemy, tho? 0 
with the utmoſt Hazard ; to beat them out of their Quar- 
ters, and to diſtinguiſh themſelves in the hotteſt Part 
of the Battel. f 
It was obſerved above, that Laozgh/ſeach Ceanmor, the 
firſt King of Laoghrs or Leix was brought up, and had 
his Education with Eochaidb Fioun, Son of Feidblimidh 
Reachtmar, the firſt King of Fothartnath; for which 
Reaſon it was that the Kings of Lezx were obliged to 
be ready upon all Occaſions, with a competent Num- 
ber of Troops, to aſſiſt the King of Fothartuath upon 
the firſt Summons, and this Cuſtom was faithfully ob- 
ſerved by the Kings of Leix to the Time of Henry the 
Second, King of England. . | 
The ſecond Brother of Conn, the Hero of the hun- 
dred Battels, was called Hachadb $uidhe ; this Prince was 
very powerful, and was in Poſſeſſion of a large Tract 
of Lands near the Palace of Tara, that was known by 
the Name of Deiſi Teamhrach, but he was never fixed 
in the Sovereignty of the Kingdom. He had three 
ons, whoſe Names were Raſa, Aongus, diſtinguiſhed 
by the Title of Gaorhbhuailteach, and Eogan: The ſe- 
cond Brother, Aongus, was the moſt accompliſhed Sol- 
dier of the three; for he had ſignalized himſelf in ſeve- 
ral Engagements, was very expert in military Diſci- 
pline, and Victory ſcarce ever failed him. y 
At this Time it happened that there was a Perſon ofs. b1 bios 
principal Note in the Kingdom, who had by his Mis- 4 o ver- 
behaviour fallen under the Diſpleaſure of Cormac, who ata gow 
could not be induc'd, by the Application of his greateſt S 
Favourites, to receive him into his Eſteem, till Aongus A r lanas 4 
undertook to be his Advocate, and humbly intercededꝰe | f 
for his Pardon; the King was at firſt inflexible; - but ? 
= MN * when 
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alben Aungus offered himſelf to be bound for his Fide- 
lity and good Conduct for the Time to come, Cormac 
> was prevailed upon to forbear his Reſentments, and ad- 
mit the diſcarded Favourite into his Court. This Re- 
conciliation, procured by the Interceſſiòn of Aongus, was 
ſo diſagreeable to the young Prince Ceallach, the Son of 
Cormac, that he ſeized violently, and without Commiſ- 
ſion, upon the forgiven Offender, and when he had 
him in Cuſtody, he never aſked the Conſent of his Fa- 
ther, but in Revenge he put out both his Eyes. Aung 
being informed of this Barbarity, reſented it in an out- 
rageous Manner, and being incenſed at the Treachery 
of the Action, he raiſed a numerous Army, and ap- 
pearing himſelf at the Head of them, he marched to- 
wards Tara, to chaſtiſe the Inſolence of the young Prince, 
and to do Juſtice to his injured Friend. Cormac, alarm- 
ed at this formidable Rebellion, prepared to defend him- 
ſelf and his Son; but Hongus made a vigorous Attack, 
and flew Ceallach with his Lance, as he ſtood by his 
Father's Side; and likewiſe at another Throw he ſtruck 
out one of the King's Eyes with his Spear. 

But Cormac, nothing diſcouraged at theſe Misfortunes, 
reſolved to cruſh the Rebellion; and having a gallant 
Army about him, he offered Battel to the haughty Tray- 
tor, and, with a terrible Slaughter of his beſt Troops, 
drove him out of the Field. After this Defeat, Aw 
gus and his Brothers retired for Protection to the Pro- 
vince of Leinſter, where they continued for one Year ; 
from thence they removed to Offery; but this Place 
was no ſafe Refuge for them, which obliged them to 
fly to the Court of Oilioll Olum, who they ſuppoſed 
would be inclined to ſuccour them, becauſe he had mar- 
ried the Princeſs Sadhhh, the Daughter of Conn, to whom 
they had a near Relation. 

Ollill Olum, was moved with Compaſſion at the mi- 

ſerable Diſtreſſes of the three Brothers, and beſtowed 
upon them for a preſent Support the Territories of 
Deaſie in the Province of Munſter; and the Reaſon he 
conferred upon them this Tra& of Land, was, becauſe 
they were in Poſſeſſion of the Deiſie near the Palace of 
Tara before this Misfortune happened, and by their De- 
feat were obliged to ſeek for new Settlements, or fall 
a Sacrifice to 155 Arms of the Conqueror. 

The Brothers gratefully accepted of the Lands aſſhign- 
ed them, and a e Quarrels or Diſputes they * 
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the Country between them into three equal Parts: Some WW 
of the old Records aſſert, that theſe youn g Princes were 

the lineal Deſcendents of Oilioll Aram, and were called 
Earnarghe ; but this appears to be a Miſtake; for they 

were d bre "diſtinguiſhed by that Name, am 

the Earnarghe were the Poſterity of Conaire, the Son of 
Mogha Lamba, juſtly ſpeaking, who are particularly 
mentioned in the preceding Part of this Hiftory. The 
Reaſon why theſe Brothers, the Sons of Fiachadh Suidhe, 
applied to the Court of Munſter for Protection, was the 
Perſuaſion of Corc Duibbne, the Son of Cairbre Muiſe ; 

and the Poſterity of theſe Princes were known by the 

Name of Deaſies. This Tribe was conducted into this 
Province by Eocharidh Fiona, the Son of Reachtmar, and 

the three Brothers Roſa, Eagan, and Argus Garthbbuail- 

teach. | 


At the Time when theſe young Princes arrived in vob eay- 
Munſter, Cairbre Muiſc had a conſiderable Intereſt in d Ars 


that Province: But his Wickedneſs was a Scourge to fer oben 
the whole Country; for during his Reſidence there the d fe 
Fruits of the Earth were all deſtroyed,” and the Corn“ 
was blaſted, which occaſioned a very dreadful Famine. 
The particular Act of Impiety that was ſuppoſed to 
provoke the Vengeance of Heaven, was his commit- 
ting Inceſt with his own Siſter, whoſe Name was Duib- 
hia, who proved with Child. When the Time of her 
Delivery came, ſhe had two Sons, whom ſhe named 
Cormac and Corc. The Father and Mother of this SO reg 
ceſtuous Iſſue were the Children of Modha Lamba and ebe 20e 
of Sarah his Wife, who was the Daughter of the re- bert mac 
nowned Conn, the Hero of the hundred Battels. 9450-2 
The Inhabitants of Munſter, particularly the aqui 

pal Gentry of the Country, were ſo alarmed at the mi- 
ſerable Scarcity of Proviſions, that they applied to Cairbre, 
and inquired if he could inform them of the Occaſion of 
the dreadful Famine that raged thro' the whole Province. 
Cairbre being conſcious that his Guilt deſerved fo ſevere 
a Judgment, told them he was of Opinion that his own 
Impiety was the Cauſe of that Viſitation, particularly 
an Act of Inceſt he committed with his own Siſter, who 
bore him two Sons, whom he called Corc and Cormacg 
The Gentry were moved with Horror and Indignation 
at ſo baſe a Crime, and demanded, by Way of Atone- 
ment, that the Children ſhould be delivered into their 
Hands, whom they propoſed to put to Death, to 975 
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V their Bodies to Aſhes, and to caſt the Duſt into a Stream 
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that was near the Place. 

When this Tranſaction happened, there was a Dr; 
in the Company, whoſe Name was Dionach; this Sooth- 
ſayer had Recourſe to his Art, and found it expedient, 
that one of the Brothers, called Cormac, ſhould be given 
up to the People; but Core, the younger Son, he deſired 
might be delivered into his Hands, and he promiſed 
to convey him out of Vrelaud: This Motion was 
agreed to by the whole Aſſembly, and accordingly the 
Prophet took up the Child aſſign'd him, and travelled 
to the Sea Shore, where he procured a Veſſel, and 
weighed Anchor, and landed with the Infant at a ſmall 
Iſland called Inis Bavz: It had this Name from an old 
Woman ſtiled Bac, who lived there, and to her the 
Druid delivered the Child, who took Care of him for 
the Space of a Year; and then the Druid, who never 
left him, rewarded the Nurſe for her Trouble, and re- 
turned with him back into /re/and. When he arrived, 
he brought him to his Grandmother by his Father and 
Mother, whoſe Name was Sarah, delivering withal a 
ſtrict Charge, that ſhe ſhould give him handſome Edu- 
cation with all imaginable Privacy, and ſecure him from 
the Knowledge and Reſentment of the People of Mun— 


The Deaſies, affected with theſe Calamities of the 
Province, conſulted the moſt eminent Druids, whether 
the Country ſhould be deſtroyed, or enjoy a State of 
Peace and Happineſs for the Time to come; for if they 
apprehended there would be any Wars or Commotions 
among the Inhabitants, they reſolved not to abide the 
Iſſue, but to remove and ſeek for new Settlements. The 
Soothſayers gave them to underſtand, that it was pro- 
per they ſhould continue in the Country ; and inform- 
ed them withal, that the Wife of Eana Cinu/ealach, whole 
Name was Cuingiom, was far gone with Child, and ſhe 
would be delivered of aDaughter, and as ſoon as ſhe was 
born, they were to apply themſelves to the Father, to 
deſire the Nurſing and the Education of her; if he re- 
fuſed their Requeſt, they were to make a ſuitable Preſent 
to the Father, and that would prevail with him to re- 
ſign her to their Diſpoſal; and the Reaſon of theſe In- 
ſtructions was, becauſe it was foreſeen that this Child 
ſhould conſult the Intereſt, and beſtow great Advantages 
upon that Family: The Deaſies gave Belief to the Predic- 
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tion, and following the Advice of their Druid, they 

obtained the Child of her Father. But the Prophecy 

being not to be accompliſhed till the Child was mar- 

riageable, they were impatient till ſhe was of a ſuitable 

Age; and to forward her Growth they ſlew many young 

Children, and fed her with their Fleſh. This Me- 

thod of dieting her, promoted her Inclinations, and 

ſhe was capable of Marriage ſome Years ſooner than 

the uſual Age. The Name of this Lady was Eithne rel now 

Vathach, whoſe Huſband, it was predicted, ſhould * 

a faſt Friend to the Tribe of the Deaſies, and therefore tac. 

they made Inquiry for a Huſband proper for her; and 

when theArticles of Marriage were ſettled, they beſtowed 

her upon Hongus, the Son of Nadhfraoich, King of Munſter. 

But this Prince could not obtain her without a Gra- 

tuity to the Family that brought her up; and therefore 

Aongus delivered as a Dowry into the Poſſeſſion of the 

Deaſies the Lands of Magh Feimhin, conſiſting of the 

third Part of Cluain Mell, and the middle third: But he 

was firſt obliged to drive the People of Oe out of 

thoſe Eſtates, who at that Time were the Poſſeſſors of 

them. A conſiderable Time after this, Ezeas and this 

Lady Eithne were ſlain by the People of Leiter, in the 

Battel of Cealloſnadb, four Miles Eaſtward of Laub- 

lin. 
The Poſterity of Fiachaab Suidhe, who were diſtin- & Fear , 

uiſh'd by the Name of the Deaſies, had not when they n 

rt came into Munſter any Lands in that Province, 

but that Part of the Country call'd Deaſie Diſceart or 

the South Deaſie, which extends it ſelf from the River 

Fur to the South Sea, and from Lioſmore to Ceann Cri- 

ada, till the Marriage of this Lady Eithne with the 

Prince Aongus Son of Nadfraoich, King of Munſter ; for 

then it was (in Accompliſhment of the Prediction) that 

he confer'd upon the Tribe of Deaſie the Country call'd 

Tuaſgirt or North Deaſie, which contains the Tract of 

Lands from the River Hur aforeſaid, to Corca Athrach, 

known by the Name of Machaire Chaz/il, or the Plains 

of Caſhel. 

There was a Prince call'd O Faolan, that deſcended 

lineally from that Family that was King of North Deaſie, 

and he erected a ſtately Palace and kept his Court Weſt- 

wards of Dunleambuachta, which Structure continues the 

Name of Dun Faolan to this Day. He had a Relation 0 

of the ſame Family who fix'd himſelf in the Poſſeſſion , 
> Uuu of 
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of Deaſie Deiſgceirt or the South Deaſie, and from him 
0 Bric received its Name. His royal Seat was ſituated 
O b O near the Coaſts of the South Sea calFd Oilean O Brie 
raolam an gr the Iſland of Bric ; and between theſe two Families 
10.7% was the Government of the two Diviſions of the Dea 
continued till the Death of O Bric, who left no Iſſue 
behind him; and then the Government of both Parts 
fell into the Hands of Faolain, whoſe Deſcendents poſ- 
ſeſs'd the Sovereignty for many Years and Succeſſions 
till they were driven out of the North Deaſie, by the 
| prevailing Power of the Poſterity of Heber Fonn, the 
Son of Mileſius, who conquer'd that Part of the Country, 
and left no more to the Kings of that Tribe than the 
South Deaſie; and in this Poſture were both Dea/zes found 
by the Eugliſb, who were brought into Ireland by Diar- 
mud, Mac Morough, King of Leinſter. 
It muſt be obſerved in this Place, that Aongus Ofery 
and his Followers had the Command of Magh Fermhin 
(called the North Deaſie) and that Angus was forced to 
abandon his Poſſeſſion of Magh Fermbin, and was expelled | 
the Country by the Poſterity of Frachadh Suidhe with | 
all his Relations and Dependents; ſo that from this 
bate ur- general Defeat of Hongus Offery it is that Baille Urluidhe 1 
2 and Mullach Aindeonach are known by the ſame Name : 
. to this Day; for the Word Urluzdhe in the lriſßh Lan- ; 


guage ſignifies the Blous or irreſiſtible Hroles of vali- 
ant Men, and Aimdeonach is as much as to ſay a violem 
Expulſion. 

Cormac, the Son of Art, King of [reland, had at 
that Time a numerous Family to maintain, and his Re- 
venue was ſo ſmall, that he was not able to find Provi- 
ſions, eſpecially a ſufficient Quantity of Fleſh, to ſup- 
port them ſuitable ro his Quality. He therefore ad- 
viſed with his Treaſurer, who had the principal Ma- 
nagement of his Aﬀairs, and knew the Exigency of his 
Fortune, what Method he ſhould take to keep up the 
Dignity of his Table, and to ſubſiſt his Atten- 
dants, till his Subſidies and Tributes would become due, 
and enable him to defray the Expence. His Treaſurer 
being ſenſible of the Wants of his Maſter, gave his 
Opinion, that there was no other Redreſs left, but to 
raiſe a Number of reſolute and well diſciplined Troops, 
and enter the Province of Munſter in a hoſtile Manner, 
and demand of the King of Ireland the Revenue that 

lay in Arrear; for Sir, ſays he, there are two Provinces 
. in 
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in Mwifter, and you receive Contributions but from one 
of them; your Buſineſs therefore is to inſiſt upon your 
Right, to demand what you have been defrauded of, 
and if he ſhould deny your Claim, to plunder the Coun- 
try, and to force a juſt Acknowldgment from the In- 
habitants. | 9 
This Advice was well received by Cormac, who im- i 
mediately put it in Execution; he therefore diſpatched | 
a proper Meſſenger to Fiachadb Muilleathan, the King cue 
of Munſter, and made a Demand of the Revenue ariſing gange 
from one of the Provinces which had been unjuſtly de- — i 
tained from him: The Meſſage was received with Con- w 1 
tempt, and Hiachadb returned this Anſwer, that the 
Demand was unprecedented, none of his Prede- 
ceſſors, the Kings of Ireland, ever received an addi- | 
tional Tribute from the Province, neither would he "Y 
diſtreſs his Subjects by raiſingne Contributions, which 
they had no Right to pay. Cormac upon the Return 
of the Meſſenger was incenſed with this Denial, and 
raiſed an Army with all Expedition, and directed this 
March toward Munter. He entered the Province as an 
Enemy, and came as far as Druim Da Maire (which Place 
is now called Cuoc Luinge) where he halted and encamp- 
ed with his Forces. Hiachadh Muilleatban, the King of 
Munſter, perceiving he ſhould be attacked, was ready to 
receive him, and encamping with his Army in the very 
Face of Cormac, reſolved to try the Iflue of a Bat- 
tel. | 
But Cormac not confiding wholly in the Courage of his 
Forces, had Recourſe to Policy, and having a great 
Number of Fcotiſh Druids and [achanters in his Army, 
deſired the Aſſiſtance of their Skill to annoy and diſpi- 
rit the Enemy. Theſe Necromancers made uſe of their 
Art, and, by Charms and Incantations, occaſioned the 
greateſt Trouble and Inconvenience to the Army of 
Munter; particularly their magical Skill had that Suc- 1 
ceſs, as to dry up all the Water that was in the Enemy's Þ* 
Camp; ſo that the Soldiers and the Cattel were in the 
utmoſt Diſtreſs, and were ready to expire for Thirſt. 
The King of Munſter lamented this ſad Calamity 
among his Forces, and hearing of an eminent Druid | 
that lived in Garruidbe Luachra, whoſe Name was Mod- i 
haruith, he ſent to him, and requeſted him to deliver 
his Army out of theſe Difficulties; but the crafty i 
Druid taking Advantage of the Misfortune of the King, 7 
| * denie 
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denied his Aſſiſtance, unleſs he had confirmed to him: 
as a Reward, the two Territories (now called Roche; 
Country and the Country of Condon) and ſettled upon 
his Poſterity for ever; upon that Condition he engaged 
to deliver the Army of Munſter from under the Power 
of the Scoriſh Inchanters, and to procure Plenty of Wa- 
ter in the Camp. 
cellgioy The Neceſſity of the King's Affairs obliged him to 
Novar3® comply with this unconſcionable Demand, and the 
Pte ren Dimd had immediate Recourſe to his Art. The Coun- 
aer 7 an ter Charm which he uſed upon this Occaſion, was an 
bra vage mnchanted Dart he had in his Hand, which he flun 
Ir de len into the Air with all his Force; declaring, that from the 
Mace. Spot of Ground, upon which the Arrow fell, there 
' ſhould ſpring a Fountain of the pureſt Water ſufficient 
to ſupply the Wants of the whole Army; and ſo it came 
to 1. S. By this Means the Soldiers were relieved and 
inſpired with freſh Courage; and inraged with the Mi- 
ſeries they had endured, they deſired the King to lead 
them againſt the Enemy, and they promiſed him 
full Revenge, and aſſured him of Victory. He ac- 
cordingly drew out his Forces, and offered Battel 
to the King of /re/and, who diſtruſting the Courage of 
his Soldiers, fled for his Security without ſtriking a 
Blow, and was perſued ſo cloſely by the King of Mun- 
fter, that he was overtaken at Ofſery, and obliged to ca- 
pitulate. The Conditions inſiſted on were, that he was 
to deliver up Hoſtages, which were to be the principal 
of his Nobility, and ſend them from Tara to Raith Nao: 
(now called Croc Rathfann) as a ſolemn Aflurance, that 
he would repair all the Lofles the People of Munſter 
had ſuſtained by the Plundering and Depredations of 
his Army from the Time that he firſt entered the Pro- 
vince. Theſe Terms were accepted; for they were 
offered Sword in Hand: And the Teſtimony of an old 


Poet, who wrote of theſe Affairs, confirms this Account 
in theſe Lines. 


The valiant VFiachadh Muilleathan, 
The warlike Monarch of the Southern Coaſts 


Receiud the Hoſtages who came from Tara 
To Rathfuinn and Rath Naoi. 


This Prince, the victorious Fiachadh Muilleathan, had 
two Sons, whoſe Names were Oilioll Flann More and Oilioll 
* f 
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Flan Beag. Oilioll Flan More, who was the eldeſt died WWW 


without Iflue , and all the Poſterity deſcended from 
Fiachadh Muilleathan, were the Offf] pring of Oilioll Flan 
Beag, whoſe Deſcendents were very numerous, and of 
great Authority in the Province of Munſter. This is 
taken notice of in the Verſes of an old Poet in this 
Manner: 


Two worthy Princes of the royal Blood 

Of Fiachadh Muilleathan, 

Mere Oilioll Flan More and Oilioll Flan Beag. 
The eldeſt, with a Child was never bleſt ; 

The youngeſt, with a numerous Progeny, 
O'erſpread the Province. 


The Prince, Oilioll Han More, having no Child of 
his own, by publick Authority adopted his Brother 0/;- 
oll Flan Beag for his Son, and demiſed to him all his 
Fortune and Eſtate, upon this Condition, that his 
Name ſhould be inſerted in the lineal Genealogies be- 
tween the Name of his Father Fiachadb Mulleathan and 
that of his Brother, in Order to make Poſterity believe 
that he was the Father of Oilioll Flan Beag; and the 
Pedigrees, belonging to all the ſpreading Branches of 
that Line, have the Name of Oilioll Flan More diſpoſed 
according to the Contract agreed to by the two Bro- 
thers, and are delivered down in the ſame Form thro? 


many Ages. The P/alter of Caſhel likewiſe, and others oo 01011 


of the moſt ancient and authentick Chronicles of lre-Fan — 
7 Olio 
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of this Prince placed next to his Father's; tho* them ro 5e. 


land, take Notice of theſe Genealogies, with the Name 


Writers of thoſe Times were ſenſible that Olioll Han 
More was not the Father of Oilioll Flan Beag: Notwith- 
ſtanding the publick Records of the Kingdom always 
mention the Name of Oilioll Flann More in the Genea- 
logy of Hiachadh Muilleathan ; but with no Deſign to 
impoſe upon Poſterity, only in Obſervance to the Agree- 
ment between the two Brothers, upon the Conſideration 
before mentioned. "SY | 

We are now come to the Death of this renowned 
Prince Hachadb Muilleathan, who was treacheroully ſlain 


by Conla, the Son of Thady, Son of Gian, Son of Oili- eorla mae 
olla Olum, at the Ford called Ah U;ſzol upon the River csg mc 
Hur. And this barbarous Act was accompliſhed in this 33 
Manner. Conla, it muſt be obſerved, had his Educa- * 
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ton with Cormac, Monarch of Ireland, where he was 
inſtructed in military Diſcipline, and in the polite 
Parts of Learning, and was bred up ſuitably to his De- 
ſcent and Quality. When he was young, it happened that 
he had a ſharp Humour in his Blood, which occaſioned 
a ſcabby and leprous Scurf all over his Body; the moſt 
eminent Phyſicians were applied to, and they admini- 
ſtred Medicines, but without Succeſs: The young Prince 
became a moſt frightful Object; for his whole Body 
was broken out, and covered, as it were, with Scales. 
This Misfortune was lamented by the whole Court, but 
by none more than by Cormac himſelf, who had con- 
ceived a ſincere Affection for him, as he was his Compa- 
nion from a Child. In thoſe Times it was eſteemed 
the higheſt Accompliſhment to underſtand Divination 
and Soothſaying, and Cormac was become ſo great a 
Proficient in thoſe Studies, that, for the Service of his 
Friend, he try'd the utmoſt of his Skill; and upon 
Conſultation was able to foretel, that he ſhould never 
be delivered from that Diſtemper, but, without Reme- 
dy, continue afflicted with the Leproſie, unleſs he could 
find Means to waſh his Body all over in the Blood of 
a King. Soon after this Prediction, Conla, deſpairing 
of a Cure, took his Leave of Cormac and his Court, N 
and came into the Province of Munſter, over which 3 
Fiachadh Muilleathan was then King, and kept his Re- I 
ſidence at Rath Rathſuinn, now called Cuoc Rathfumn. I 
In the Court of this Prince he was received with great 
Favour and Civility, and, notwithſtanding the Appear- 
ance of his Diſtemper, he was admitted near the Per- 
ſon of the King. Some Time after it happened I 
that Hiachadb, attended by his Nobles and his Retinue 43 
of State, reſolved to divert themſelves by ſwimming DB 
in the River Hur, and Conla, who was his near Rela- 4 
tion, was ſo well eſteemed as to have the Honour of 
carrying his Lance. When they arrived upon the Bank I 
of the River, his Servants undrefſed him, and he "+ 
plunged into Aub Uſjoil to bath and refreſh 
himſelf. He had not been long in the Water, but Con- 
la obſerved him ſwimming towards him, and making 
his Way towards the Shore. The Prediction of Cormac 
came inſtantly into his Mind, and thinking this a pro- 
per Opportunity to accompliſh it, he baſely violated 
the Laws of Gratitude and Hoſpitality, and ran the 
King thro' the Body with his own Spear, The = 
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was mortal, and the Attendants advancing to take full WWW 


Revenge upon the Traytor, the expiring Prince laid 
his dying Commands upon them to ſave bis Life, and 
pardoned the Murderer. His Orders were faithfully 
obeyed ; Conla had his Life ſpared, and the King was 
carried on Shore, and inſtantly died, 

It was obſerved before in a preceding Part of this 
Hiſtory, that Cormac, King of Ireland, had ten Daugh- 
ters; yet the ancient Records being ſilent, and men- 
tioning nothing memorable of eight of theſe Princeſſes, 
what they have related of the other two will properly 
be introduced in this Place. The Name of one of 


theſe Ladies was Graime, who was married to Honn, the do guame 
Son of Cumball, but being of an amorous Diſpoſition, „e cope 
ſhe left him and ſtole away with her Gallant Diarmuids:gnr> 
O Dutibhne ; the other was called Aube, who was mar- bnbe anro. 


ried to her Siſter's Huſband Fionn, the Son of Cum- 
hall. 

From this Hionn, the eſtabliſhed Militia of the King- 
dom were called F:ana Hirionn; and if it ſhould be aſ- 
ſerted either thro' Ignorance or Prejudice, that there 
were no ſuch ſanding Body of Troops in the Iſland as 
theſe 7Traim'd Bands, to evince the contrary, let it be 
conſidered that this Part of Hiſtory is to be ſupported 
by Evidence not to be oppoſed. The conſtant Tradi- 
tion of the ancient Iiſh concerning the Militia, who 
have delivered down from Father to Son a continued 
Account of many great and memorable Exploits per- 
formed by the Bravery of theſe Troops for many Ages, 
is a Teſtimony of Force ſufficient with an impartial 
Judgment to prove, that the brave Hana or Train d Bands 
| were fixed upon the 7r;/þ Eſtabliſhment, and were the 
| flanding Army of the Kingdom. As a farther Argument 
upon this Occaſion let it be obſerved, that to deny the 
Authority of this Tradition, is not only to ſuppoſe that 
the ancient /r:/h for many Centuries conſpired to abuſe 


Poſterity with a Fiction, but by this Means the Repu- 


tation of the moſt authentick Records is diſputed, which 
particularly relate the Actions of the /r:/þ Militia. Be- 
ſides, there remain to this Day ſeveral unqueſtionable 
Monuments of theſe old Soldiers, to deny which, is to 
diſbelieve Matter of Fact, and to oppoſe the com- 
mon Reaſon of Mankind. Some of the remaining 
Footſteps of theſe old Warriors are known by their 
firſt Names at this Time; as for inſtance, Sumdhe Hinn, 
| or 
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or the Palace of Honn, ſituated at Shabh na Mban, or the 
Woman's Mount ain, which Seat was ſo call'd from Fon 
O Baoifene. Gleann Garrnidh in Vibh Fathach teceived 
its Name from Garruidh Mac Morna ; Leaha Dhiarmnda 
and Grame, which ſignifies Diarmuid, and Graine's Bed, 
and ſtood at a place call'd Poll tighe Liabain in Vibh Hach- 
rach, in O Shagnuſie's Country. Many Inſtances to the ſame 
E might be produced to prove that many places 
in the Kingdom retain, to this Day, the Names of ſome 
of the old Iriſh Militia, but theſe are ſufficient, and to 
mention more, would Occaſion too wide a Breach in 
the Progreſs of this Hiſtory. - 

If it ſhould be objected, that it is not to be ſuppoſed 
ſome particular Tranſactions relating to O Foun, and 
his Liana Hirion, or the Iriſh Militia, can obtain Belief, 
becauſe ſome of the Circumſtances are impoſſible in 
Fact, and therefore mult be abſolutely falſe, I confeſs 
indeed that the Hiſtory of /reland, in ſome degree, la- 
bours under the ſame Misfortune, with moſt of the old 
Chronicles that were written in the Times of Idolatry 
and Paganiſm; and there is ſcarce a Country upon 
Earth, I ſuppoſe, whoſe primitive Records are not diſ- 
guiſed with Fable and ſome incredible Relations; and 
even ſince Chriſtianity appeared in the World, and the 
Clouds of Superſtition and Ignorance, were, in ſome 
Meaſure, diſpell'd, many ſtrange and romantick Ac- 
counts have been delivered with an Air of Truth, and 
have obtained Credit among weak Judgments, notwith- 
ſtanding the monſtrous Inconſiſtencies they abound with. 
But it is an unjuſtifiable Conſequence to conclude from 
hence, that the old Records and Chronicles of all 
Nations are Fables and Rhapſodies; as if Antiquity 
were a ſure and infallible Mark of Falſhood, and that 
the antient Writers were a Gang of Cheats and Impo- 
ſtors, who conſpir'd together to tranſmit Lies and to 
impoſe upon Poſterity. b 

It cannot be denied however, that many poetical 
Fictions and ſuſpected Relations are foiſted into the 
Chronicles that treat of Honn and his Iriſßh Militia; 
ſuch as the Battel of Honn Tragha, Bruigbean Chaorthumn, 
Achira, and Ghiolla Dheacair, which are Accounts, not 
ſo much deſign'd to gain Credit, as to relieve the Reader, 
and to embelliſh and ſet off the Hiſtory; and therefore 
to weaken the Authority of the whole, upon the account 
of ſome poctical Fables interſpersd, is too ſevere and 

| unjulti- 
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unjuſtifiable a Piece of Criticiſm, and contrary to thgñge _ 

common Candour allowed to ſuch ancient Writings. 

In ſome of the Records which treat of the old Militia of 

Ireland it is aſſerted, that they were a Body of Men ſo 

ſtrong, and ſo tall of Stature as is really incredible; for 

it is certain tho? they were a brave and undaunted Num- 

ber of Troops, yet the Size of their Perſons did not ex- 

ceed the common Proportion of thoſe Times. The 

were no more than a ſtanding well diſciplin'd Army, 

under the Monarchs of Ireland (in whoſe Hands the 

Militia ever was) that were kept in regular and con- 

ſtant Pay. Their Buſineſs was to defend the Country 

againſt foreign or domeſtick Enemies, to ſupport the 

Right and Succeſſion of their Kings, and to be ready 

at the ſhorteſt Notice upon any Surpriſe or Emergencies 

of the State. They were to guard the Sea Coalts, and 

to have a ſtrict Eye upon the Creeks and Havens of the 

Iſland, leſt any Pirates ſhould be lurking there to 

plunder the Country, and infeſt the Inhabitants; and 

they were eſtabliſhed for the ſame Purpoſes, as a ſtand- 

ing Body of Forces are kept up in any Nation, to de- 

fend it from Invaſions, to ſupport the Rights and Pre- 

rogatives of the Crown, and to ſecure the Liberty-and 

Property of the People. 

The Way of ſubſiſting theſe Troops was by billetting 

them upon the Country from Allhallow-11de to the 

Month of May, which was the Winter Seaſon ; durin 

the other Part of the Year, they were obliged to fi 

and to hunt, and find Proviſion for themſelves. But 

they were confined to perform their military Exerciſe, 

and to be under Diſcipline. The Officers were injoin- ro yan ff 
ed not to oppreſs, but to defend the Inhabitants from vn e. 
the Attempts of Thieves and Robbers, and to pro- 

mote the Peace and Happineſs of the People: It was 

their Duty to quell all Riots and Inſurrections, to 
raiſe Fines, and ſecure forfeited Eſtates for the Uſe of - 
the King; to inquire into, and ſuppreſs all ſeditious 
and traiterous Practices in the Beginning, and to ap- 
pear in Arms when any Occaſions of the State re- 

uired. 

I For theſe Services they were allowed a regular Pay, as the + g 
Princes of Europe at this Day maintain their Armies; for 1 
tho! this Militia had no Pay from the Kings of Ireland | be 
but when they were in Winter Quarters, from Alhhallow- I; 
zide to the Month of May; yet, as was obſerved before, 1 
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they had the Privilege for the other Part of the Year 
Feet, nz to fiſh and to fowl for their Support, which was equiva- 
prague lent to their ſettled Pay; for the Fleſh of what they 
dn brem 7 


decroen killed they eat, and the Skins they had Liberty to 

„d tuguy- ſell, which afforded a good Price. 

vs The Method of duenne their Meat was very parti- 
cular; for when they had Succeſs in hunting, it was 
their Cuſtom in the Forenoon to ſend their Huntſman 
with what they had killed to a proper Place where there 
was plenty of Wood and Water; here they kindled great 
Fires, into which their Way was to throw a Number of 
large Stones, where they were to continue till they were 
red hot; then they applied themſelves to dig two great 
Pits in the Earth, into one of which upon the Bottom 
they uſed to lay ſome of theſe hot Stones as a Pavement, 
upon them they would place the raw Fleſh, bound u 
hard in green Sedge or Bull-ruſhes; over theſe Bundles 
was fixed another Lay of hot Stones, then a Quantit 
of Fleſh; and this Method was obſerved till the Pit 
was full. In this Manner their Fleſh was ſodden or 
ſtewed till it was fit to eat, and then they uncovered 
it; and, when the Hole was emptied, they began their 
Meal. This /:/þ Militia, it muſt be obſerved, never 
eat but once in four and twenty Hours, and their Meal 
Time was always in the Evening. When they had a 
Mind to alter their Diet, inſtead of ſtewing their Meat, 
as we have mentioned, they would roaſt it before theſe 
Fires, and make it palatable and wholſome. 

And, as an undiſputed Evidence of theſe Fires, the 
Marks of them continue deep in the Earth in many 
Places of the Iſland to this Day; for they were 
very large, and burned exceeding fierce, and the Im- 
preſſion they left is now to be met with many Foot deep 
in the Ground. When any Huſbandman in [reland 
turns up with his Plow any black burnt Earth, he im- 
mediately knows the Occaſion of it; and the Soil of 
that Colour is known, with great Propriety, by the 
Name of Fulacht Fian to this Time. ON 

When the [ri/b Militia came to theſe Fires to dreſs 
their Meat, before they went to eat they would ſtrip 
themſelves to their Shirts, which they modeſtly tied 
about their Middles, and go into the other Pit dug in 
the Ground, which was very large, and filled with Wa- 
ter. Here they would waſh their Heads and Necks 
and other Parts of their Bodies, till they had cleanſed 


3 | themſelves 
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themſelves from the Sweat and Duſt occaſioned bj 
their Hunting. And this Cuſtom was very wholſome 
and refreſhing ; for they would rub their Limbs and their 
Joints till they had forgot all their Fatigue, and be- 
came as ſprightly and active as when they began their 
Sport in the Morning: When they were perfectly clean 
they would put on their Clothes, and begin their 
Meal. | | 

After they had eaten they would apply themſelves tod, mte 3a 
build Huts and Tents, where they made their Beds, 4 P., A 
and deſigned to repoſe themſelves for the following leabtata. 
Night. Theſe Beds were compoſed and laid out with 
great Exactneſs. They cut down Branches of Trees, 
which they placed next the Ground, upon theſe was 
laid a Quantity of dry Moſs, and upon the Top of all 
was ſtrewed a Bundle of green Ruſhes, which made 
a very commodious Lodging. Theſe Beds in the an- deutete 
cient Manuſcripts are called 77 Cuilceadba na feine, 


which in Eugliſbh ſignifies the bree Beds of the Iriſb 
Mila. 

Campian, an Aurhor of little Veracity, would im- 
poſe upon the World by aſſerting that Fromm, the Son of 
Cumball, was known by the Name of Roanus; but this 
is either an ignorant Miſtake, or a ſignal Inftance of 
the Prejudice of this Writer; for the Father of Cumball was 
Trein More, the fourth lineal Deſcendent from Nuagadh 
Neacht, King of Leinſter; and the Mother of Fionn was 
Muira Munchaomh, the Daughter of Thady, the Son of 
Nuagatt, an eminent Druid retained in the Family of 
Cahaoir More. Almhun, in the Province of Leinſter, was 
the native Country and Inheritance of Thady, the Son 
of Nuagatt, upon which Account Honmn obtained Poſſeſ- 
ſion of Almbuin in Right of his Mother; yet Honn 
was inveſted with the Country of Formaoilna Bhfian bin 
Cinſealach, where Limerick in Leinſter now ſtands) 
the Donation of the King of Leinſter. 

Heclor Boetius, another fabulous Writer, in his Hi- 
ſtory of Scotland, impoſes upon the World, by aſſert- 
ing that Fionn was of a gigantick Size, and that he 
was fifteen Cubits high ; but by the ancient Records of 
the Kingdom (whoſe Authority will be for ever facred n nab yn 
with me) it appears, that From did not exceed the com- "0 abp03 
mon Proportion of the Men of his Time; and there were af 3 
many Soldiers in the Malnia of Ireland, that had a covanye- 
more robuſt Conſtitution of Body, and were of a more“ 

. extraordinary 
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extraordinary Stature; and the Reaſon why Fon was the 
General and the firſt commanding Officer over the Iriſh 
Militia, was becauſe his Father and Grandfather enjoy- 
ed the ſame Dignity before him, and had the Honour 
to be at the Head of theſe invincible Troops ; but up- 
on this Account more eſpecially he had the principal 
Command of this flanding Army, as he was a Perſon of 
a ſuperior Courage, of great Learning and military Ex- 
perience, which Accompliſhments advanced him in the 
Eſteem of the Soldiery, who thought him worthy to 
lead them. His uncommon Stature therefore and gi- 
gantick Strength are mere Fictions, deſigned to abuſe 
the World, and to deſtroy the Credit of thoſe Hiſtori- 
ans, who treat upon the Affairs of the old % Govern- 
ment. 

The conſtant Number of theſe landing Forces that 
were quarter'd upon the Kingdom of Ireland, were 
three Battalions, each Battalion conſiſting of three 
thouſand able Men. Bur this was the Eſtabliſhmenr 
only in Time of Peace, when there were, no Diſturbances 
at home, or Fear of any Invaſions from abroad. 
But if there were any publick Diſcontents, or any Appre- 
henſions of a Rebellion or a Conſpiracy ; if there aroſe 
any Conteſts between the King and his Nobility, or the 
King found himſelf under a Neceſſity to tranſport a 
Body of Troops into Scotland to aſſiſt the Dailriads, or 
upon any Surpriſe or Difficulties of the State, Foun 
increaſed his Forces to the Number of ſeven Battalions, 
which was Strength ſufficient to aſſiſt his Friends the 
Dailriads in Scotland, and to defend the Kingdom of 
Ireland from the Attacks of domeſtick or foreign Ene- 
mies. 

It has been obſerved, that Fioun was the Comman- 
der in Chief of the /ri/þ Mihtia, but he had ſeveral in- 
ferior Officers, who, in their Degrees, exerciſed an Au- 
thority under him by his Commiſſion. Every Battallion 


or Legion was commanded by a Colonel; every hundred 
Men were under the Conduct of a Captain; an Officer 


in the Nature of a Lieutenant had fifty under him, and 
a Serjeant, reſembling the Decurio of the Romans, was 
ſet over five and twenty; for when an hundred of 
their Mztia were drawn out by ten in a Rank, there 
was an Officer appointed over every ten of them, com- 


monly called the Commander of ine; and there- 


fore when the Chronicles of [re/and make mention 
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of Fear Comblan Cead, or Fear Comblan Caoguid (wh ich SY 


ſignifies a Man able to engage with an hundred, and an- 
other to fight with fifty) it is not to be underſtood as if 
the firſt was able to encounter an hundred himſelf, and 
conquer them with his own Hand, or the other had the 
Courage to engage with fifty, and come off with Victo- 
ry; the Meaning is, that ſuch an Officer had the Com- 
mand of an hundred Men, with whom he would fight 
Hand to Hand with the ſame Number of Enemies, and 
that an Officer, who had fifty under him, would en- 
gage with any fifty that oppoſed him, with their Com- 
mander at the Head of them. 


Every Soldier that was received into the Militia ofcertnenerte 
Ireland by Hionn, was obliged, before he was enroll'd, 2e 6108 00 
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to ſubſcribe to the following Articles: The firſt, that gas aonv0n 


when he was diſpoſed to marry, he would not follow fee een. 
uo gad dnfo- 


the mercenary Cuſtom of inſiſting upon a Portion with 
a Wife, but, without Regard to her Fortune, he ſhould 
chooſe a Woman for her Virtue, her Courteſy, and good 
| Manners. The ſecond, that he would never offer Vio- 
lence to a Woman, or attempt to raviſh her. The third, 
that he would be charitable and relieve the poor, who 
deſired Meat or Drink, as far as his Abilities would per- 
mit. The fourth, that he would not turn his Back or 
refuſe to fight with nine Men of any other Nation that 
ſet upon him, and offered to fight him. 

It muſt not be ſuppoſed that every Perſon, who was 
willing to be inliſted in the Miluia of Ireland, would 
be accepted; for F977 was very ſtrict in his Inquiry, 
and obſerved theſe Rules in filling up the Number of 
his Troops, which were exactly followed by his Suc- 
ceſſors in Command, when they had Occaſion to recruit 
rheir Forces. 


He ordained therefore, that no Perſon ſhould be in- stands eq- 
liſted or received into the Service in the Congregation ** Se 


or Aſſembly of iſueach, or in the celebrated Fair fn ame. Fe 


Tailtean or at Feas Teambrach, unleſs his Father and Mo- 
ther and all the Relations of his Family would ſtipu- 


late and give proper Security, that not one of them ſhould - 


attempt to revenge his Death upon the Perſon that flew 


him, but to leave the Affair of his Death wholly in 


the Hands of his Fellow Soldiers, who would take Care 
to do him Juſtice as the Caſe required; and it was or- 
dained likewiſe, that the Relations of a Soldier of. this 


FL S - Militia, 


wif 
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WYV Militia ſhould not receive any Damage or Reproach for 
any Miſbehaviour or Offence committed by him. 

=n«s zaiy- The ſecond Qualification for Admittance into theſe 

Seas do flgudiyg Forces was, that no one ſhould be received un- 

ck 006 1 Jeſs he had a poetica! Genius, and could compoſe Verſes, 

ren yul eo and was well acquainted with the 7Twekv? Books of po- 

f en exry 

The third Condition was, that he ſhould be a per- 
fect Maſter of his Weapons, and able to defend him- 
ſelf againſt all Attacks; and to prove his Dexterity in 
the Management of his Arms, he was placed in a plain 
Field, encompaſſed with green Sedge that reached above 
his Knee; he was to have a Target by him and a hazel 
Stake in his Hand of the Length of a Man's Arm. 
Then nine experienced Soldiers of the Militia were 
drawn out, and appointed to ſtand at the Diſtance of 
nine Ridges of Land from him, and to throw all their 
Javelins at him at once; if he had the Skill withthis 
Target and his Stake, to defend himſelf, and come off 
unhurt, he was admitted into the Service; but if hehad 
the Misfortune to be wounded by one of thoſe Javelins 
he was rejected as unqualified, and turn'd off with Re- 
proach. 

A fourth Qualification was, that he ſhould run well, 
and in his Flight defend himſelf from his Enemy; 
and to make a Tryal of his Activity he had his Hair 
plaited, and was obliged to run thro' a Wood with all the 
Afililia perſuing him, and was allowed but the Breadth 
of a Tree before the reſt at his ſetting out; if he was 
overtaken in the Chaſe, or received a Wound before he 
had ran thro' the Wood, he was refuſed as too ſluggiſn 
and un{kilful, to fight with Honour among thoſe valiant 
Troops. | , | 

It was required, in the fifth Place, that whoever 
was a Candidate for Admiſſion into the Militia, ſhould 
have a ſtrong Arm, and hold his Weapons ſteady, and if 
it was obſerved that his Hands ſhook, he was rejected. 

The ſixth Requiſite was, that when he ran through 
the Wood his Hair ſhould continue tied up, during the 
Chaſe; if it fell looſe, he could not be received. 

The ſeventh Qualification was, to be ſo ſwift and light 
of Foot, as not to break a rotten Stick by treading up- 
on it. | 

The Eighth Condition was, that none ſhould have 
the Honour of being inrolled among the 1r:/h — 

that 


% 
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that was not ſo active as to leap over a Tree as high as 
his Forehead, or could not, by the Agility of his Bo- 
dy, ſtoop eaſily under a Tree that was lower than his 
Knees. 

The ninth Condition required was, that he could, 
without ſtopping or leſſening his Speed, draw a Thorn 
out of his Foot. 

The tenth and laſt Qualification was, to take an 
Oath of Allegiance to be true and faithful ro the King, 
and an Oath of Fidelity to the commanding Officer 
of the Army. Theſe were the Terms required for 
Admiſſion among theſe brave Troops, which, ſo lon 
as they were exactly inſiſted upon, the Miliuia of Ireland 
were an invincible Defence to their Country, and were 
a Terror to Rebels at home and Enemies abroad. 

It happened, that when Cormac was the Monarch of 
Ireland, ſome of the principal Gentry of the Province 
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A 


of Uler tranſported themſelves into Sc nd, and com- ce er e- 
mitted great Hoſtilities upon the Coaſts; and in ſome Y 


of their Incurſions, they had the Fortune to furpriſe 


Riog nd 


bpiedſ $2 


the beautiful Ciarnuit, Daughter of the King of the Pils. bernnnenyo. 


With this fair Prize and other valuable Booty they re— 
turned into Ireland. The Beauty of this captiv'd Lady 
could not long be concealed, and came at length to the 
Ears of Cormac; and, before he ſaw her, he was ſo tran- 
ſported with the Relation of her Charms, that he de- 
manded her of the Gentry that brought her out of her 
own Conntry, and accordingly ſhe was preſented to the 
King, who fitted up an Apartment for her in his Pa- 
lace, and valued her beyond all the Ladies of his 
Court. | 

But her Beauty, and the Place ſhe had in the King's 
_ Favour, occaſioned her many Enemies; but the Queen 

reſolved upon Revenge for robbing. her of her Hus- 
band's Love, and ſoon found Means to put her Deſigns 
in Execution. The Queen of Cormac at-. this Time 
was Eithne Ollambdha, the Daughter of Dunluing, and 
being a Lady of great Spirit, ſhe reſented the In— 
dignity ſhe had received in ſo violent a Manner, 
that ſhe boldly told the King, that unleſs he would 
deliver into her Hands this Miſtreſs of his, ſhe 
would leave the Court, and ſeparate herſelf from him 
for ever. Cormac, unwilling to incenſe his injured 
Queen, and to drive her to Extremities, reſigned the 


fair Carnuit into her Hands, whom ſhe uſed with great 
a 


Severity ; 


Nod yvyre 
e qde ag 
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SYV Severity; and, as a Puniſhment, obliged her every Day 
to grind with a Dnern or Hand-mill nine Quarters of 
Corn. But, notwithſtanding the cloſe Confinement ſhe 
was under, the King could not give up his Paſſion, but 
found Means to be admitted privately where ſhe lay 
and got her with Child. Her Slavery was continu- 
ed by the Queen, who inſiſted on the Quantity of 
Meal; but when ſhe grew big, ſhe became weak and 
faint, and unable to perform the Taſk injoined her. 
In this Diſtreſs, upon the firſt Opportunity, ſhe appli- 
ed herſelf to the King, and complained fo tenderly of 
her Misfortunes, that he diſpatched a Meſſenger to $cor- 
land, who brought over with him one of the moſt ex- 
c. ad hu. pert Carpenters of the Kingdom. This {killful Me- 
9" 45 cor chanick in a ſhort Time erected a Mill, by which Means 
mae 7. ; : | 
the unfortunate Garnuit was delivered from her daily 
Servitude injoined her by the Queen, as a juſt Revenge 
for defrauding her of the Eſteem and Aﬀections of x 4 
King. This Tranſaction continues upon Record in 
the Verſes of an ancient Poet in this Manner. 


The lovely Ciarnnit ford away, 

And taken Captive by her Enemies, 

IWas made a Preſent to the Iriſh Monarch, 

The royal Cormac, who, by Beauty's Charms 

Subdued, eſteem d her Miſtreſs of his Heart. 

The jealous Queen, with keen Reſentment fir d, 

Demanded, as Revenge, the Scotiſh Lady 

To be delivered to her Mercy ; the King 

Unwillingly conſented; for the fair 

Unfortunate Ciarnuit was obliged 

To turn a Mill, and, with her tender Hands, 

To grind of Corn nine Quarters every Day. 

In this Diſtreſs, and in her poor Apartment, 
The King would privately be introduced, 

Tl ſhe grew big with Child, and then unable 

To undergo the Slavery of the Mill, 

She cried, and humbly beg'd her royal Lover 

To ſend to Scotland for a Skilful Workman, 

Il ho, by his Art, could make a proper Engme 

To grind without her Hand; the King complied; 

The IVorkman came, and, by his cunning Skill, 

He made a Mill, and easd her of her Pains. 
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In the Reign of Cormac, King of Jrelaud, it was that 
the famous Tiothall flouriſhed, who was the Chief Juſtice 
of the Kingdom. This learned Judge had a Son, whoſe 
Name was Flathrigbe; and when he was upon his Deatli 
Bed, he ſent for his Son, who was a Perſon of great 
Learning, and every Way accompliſhed; and when he 
had given him his Bleſſing .in the moſt affectionate 
Manner, he obliged him by the Bonds of his Duty to 
obſerve four Particulars, that would be of great Service 
in the future Management of his Life: The firſt, that 
he ſhould not undertake the Charge of educating and 
maintaining a King's Son: The ſecond, that he ſhould 
not impart any Secrets of Importance to his Wife: The | | 
third, that he ſhould not advance, nor be concerned in | 
promoting a Clown, or a Perſon of low Birth and ill 
"Manners: The fourth was not to admit his Hier into 
the Government of his Affairs, nor truſt her with the 
Keeping of his Houſe, nor of his Money. Theſe 
were the Injunctions the expiring Father laid upon his 
Son, who, after his Deceaſe, reſolved to make Tryal 
whether it was of any Conſequence to obſerve them, 
and whether any ſignal Mixhartone would attend the 
Breach of them. 

Accordingly he took upon himſelf the Education of e . 
a Son of Cormac, King of Ireland, and engaged to de fire, 
breed him up. When the Child was able to go of it“ '” 
ſelf, and to ſpeak intelligibly, Hlaubrigbe carried him 
into a Wood, and committed him to the Care of one 
of his Herdſmen, an honeſt Man, and whoſe Fidelity 
he could confide in: He commanded him ſtrictly to 
conceal the Child in the moſt retired Place of the 
Wood, and admit no Body to the Sight of him, unleſs 
he ſent him a certain Token, which was the Sign that 
he might ſafely truſt the Perſon to ſee him. When he\,, wa «. 
had thus provided for the Security of the Child, he re- zur >» ze- 
turned home, and pretended to be exceedingly ſorrow- _—_ * F 
ful and dejected, as if ſome Misfortune of Conſequence " 
had befallen him; his Wife obſerving him ſeemingly 
oppreſſed with Grief, inquired into the Reaſon of his 
Sorrow, which would be eaſed by being diſcovered to 
her, who willingly would endure a Part with him in his mw 
Sufferings. He gave her no Anſwer at firſt, which | 
rais'd her Curioſity the more, and ſhe repeated her | 1 
Importunity, and more paſſionately intreated him to ' 
communicate to her the Cauſe of his Affliction; ar 5 


Aa aa e 
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WYV [aſt he complied, but upon this Condition that ſhe 


would never diſcover what he told her to any Creature 
living; ſhe immediately bound het ſelf to Secrecy by a 
ſolemn Oath, and he, upon this Security, informed her 
that the Reaſon of his Melancholy was, that he had 
unfortunately kill'd the young Prince committed to his 
Care. The Woman, forgetting the Obligation of her 
Oath, and the Duty ſhe owed her Huſband, immedi? 
ately cried out, and, baſely breaking her Truſt, ſhe called 
to the Servants of the Family to ſeize upon their Ma- 
ſter, who was a Murtherer and a Traytor; for he had 
deſtroyed the King's Son. The Servants, ſurpriſed at 
the Cruelty of the Action, and urged by the Inſtigation 
of their Miſtreſs, ſeized upon Farthrighe, and when they 
had bound him, they delivered him into the Hands 
of Juſtice, 

In this Manner were the two firſt Injunctions of the 
Father violated by the Son, in order to make Tryal of 
the Force and Importance of them. The third he 
proved by advancing the Son of one of his Shepherds, 
who was an illiterate Perſon, and of no Education, and 


promoting him to a good Eſtate and an honourable 


Employment: The fourth he made an Experiment of 
by committing, after his Father's Deceaſe, the greateſt 
Part of his Fortune to his Siſter, and truſting her with 
the principal Management of all his Affairs. 
Hlaithrighe was brought to his Tryal for the Murther 
of the King's Son, and being convicted by the Evidence 
of his Wife, to whom he had confeſſed the Fact, he 
was caſt for his Life, and by expreſs Sentence from the 
Judge, he was condemned to die; and the moſt violent 


do hae No- Enemy in his Misfortunes, was the ungrateful Son of 
8 do ed- the Shepherd, whom he had raiſed from Poverty into 


dugds dn- 
70. 


Plenty and Grandeur; for he thought when Hlaithrigbe 
was executed, he ſhould have an Opportunity of pur- 
chaſing his forfeited Eſtate of the King, which he was 
able to do by the great Riches he had conferred upon 
him by his Benefactor, whoſe Life he reſolved if poſſi- 
ble to deſtroy. The unfortunate Hlaithrigbe thought 
that a Sum of Money, if well applied among the 
Courtiers, might procure him a Reprieve; and there- 
fore he ſent a 4" to his Siſter, to deſire ſhe would 


ſend him the Bags he had intruſted her with; for his 
Life was in the utmoſt Danger, and if the denied him, 
he was ſure to be executed in a few Days. The Siſter 


molt 


moſt inhumanly refuſed, adding this Falſhood to her 
Cruelty, that ſhe never received any Money from him, 
and wondered at the Infolence of his Demand. Flaith- 
Hehe, aſtoniſhed at this Reply, and the Time of his 
Execution approaching, he deſired, before his Death, 
to be admitted into the King's Preſenee; for he had a 
Matter of great Importance to communicate, His Re- 
queſt being granted, he humbly aſk'd Pardon for re- 

orting that the young Prince was dead, and aſſured 
Lim that his Information was falſe; for he was alive 
and in perfect Health; and, ſays he, if your Majeſty 
diſtruſt the Truth of this, I will immediately ſend for 
him, and he ſhall appear ſafe before you. The King 
was ſurpriſed at this Diſcovery, and commanded him to 
diſpatch a Meſſenger for the Youth, and bring him in- 
ſtantly to Court ; threatning him withal, that if this 
Account of his proved falſe, he ſhould be loaded with 
Irons, and ſuffer the moſt ignominious and cruel Death. 
The Priſoner, 3 he was ordered, ſent to his Herdſman, 0 - 
and gave the Meſſenger the Sigh agreed upon, whereby A. 
he 5 — ſure that ee RAT be ee. Tb. — — 
Child was ſoon brought to Court, and into the Pre- 
ſence of the King, where his Foſter Father was: And 
when the Youth beheld him fettered as a Malefactor, he 
cried out, and humbly intreated the King, that the 
Irons ſhould be taken off. Flaihrighe was immediately 
releaſed, and was received into the King's Favour as a 
Teſtimony of his Innocence. 

Cormac, being fully ſatisfied when he ſaw his Son alive, 
demanded of Faithrighe, what was the Reaſon of this 
Behaviour of his, and for what Ends he brought him- 

{elf under thoſe Difficulties, as to ſuffer Impriſonment 

and Fetters, and to bring his Life into the utmoſt Ha- 

zard? He anſwer'd, that his Deſign was only to proverreagra 
the Importance of four notable Injunctions, that his fis ns + 
Father laid upon him before his Deceaſe; The firſt, ſays 2 


he, was, that I ſhould not take upon me the Care of 
educating, and breeding up the Son of a King, becauſe, 
if the Youth comes to Miſchance'or dies, the Life of 
the Foſter Father is in the King's hand, and he lies 
wholly at his Mercy. The ſecond was not to commit 
2 ſecret to a Woman, becauſe the whole Sex are talk- 
ative and unguarded, and oftentimes bring the Life and 
Honour of .. Huſbands into Danger, by diſcovering 
what they are bound by the moſt folemn Obligations 

3 to 
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WYV to conceal: The third Command was, that I ſhonld 
not be concern'd in advancing the Son of a Clown of 
mean Extract and low Education; becauſe he ſoon for- 
gets the Benefactor that rais'd him from Poverty and 
Rags into Poſterity and Honour ; his Principle is Ingra- 
titude, and he often contrives the Deſtruction of his 
Friend, in order to conceal the Lowneſs of his Deſcent 
and the Baſeneſs of his Original. The laſt Injunction 
was, that I ſhould not commit the Keeping of my 
Wealth, or any, valuable Part of my Fortune into the 
Hand of my Siſter, and for an infallible Reaſon, be- 
cauſe it is the Practice of Women to make a Prey of 
what they get into their Hands, and what they receive 
only in Truſt, they underſtand as a Gift, they rifle 
their neareſt Relations, and, if Opportunity offers, will 
plunder them of all they have. | 

do born Tt was an eſtabliſh'd Law in the Reign of Cormac, 

_ 2 King of /e{and, that every Monarch of the Kingdom 

rand 80 ſhould be attended by theſe ten Officers: He was o- 

—_ on. bliged to have always in his Retinue a Lord, a Judge, 

coll 4 gaean Augur or Druid, a Phyſician, a Poet, an Antiquary, 

. *a Mſſiciam, and three Stewards of his Houſhold. The 
Duty of the Lord was to be a Companion for the King, 
and to entertain him with ſuitable Diſcourſe and Conver- 
ſation: The Office of the Judge was to adminiſter Juſ- 
tice to the Subjects, to publiſh the Laws and Cuſtoms 
of the Country, and to preſide in Courts of Judicature 
under the King, who was generally preſent in thoſe 
Aſſemblies. The Function of the Druid was to regulate 
the Concerns of Religion, and the Worſhip of the Gods, 
to offer Sacriſices, to divine and foretel for the Uſe and 
Advantage of the King and Country. The Phyſician 
was to preſerve the Health of the King, the Queen, and 
the royal Family, and to adminiſter Medicines upon 
proper Occaſions. The Poet was to tranſmit to Po- 
ſterity the heroic and memorable Actions of famous 
Men, of whatſoever Quality they were; to compoſe 
Satires upon Debauchery and Vice; and to laſh the 
Immorality of Courtiers and inferior Perſons with- 
out Partiality or Affection. The Office of the Au. 
gllar) was to preſerve the Genealogies of the Kings of 
[relaud, to correct the regal Tables of Succeſſion, and 
to deliver down the Pedigrees of every collateral Branch 
of che royal Family. He had likewiſe Authority to ſu- 
perviſe the Genealogies of the Gentry and other pri- 

5 | vate 
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of the Kingdom. The Muſician was to divert the 
King with his Inſtruments, to ſing before him, when 
he was pleaſed to throw off publick Cares, and to eaſe 
his Mind from the Buſineſs of theState. Thethree prin- 
cipal Stewards of the Houſhold were to provide for his 
Table, to wait upon the King when he dined or eat 
in publick, and to govern the inferior Officers and Ser- 


vants of the Kitchin, and when they offended to inflict 


proper Puniſhments upon them. 
Theſe Regulations and Orders were obſerved ſtrictly 
for many Ages by the ſucceſſive Monarchs of the King- 


dom, from the Reign of Cormac, to the Death of glaend hu 


Bryen, the Son of Kennedy, without any Alteration. Se e 
- - cle an 10- 


nad dxdorTe 


But when the Kings of Feland were received into the 


Chriſtian Faith, they diſmiſſed the Druid, who was ardresreor- 


Om. 


Pagan, and admitted into his Place a Chriſtian Prieſt as 
a Confeſſor, whole Buſineſs was to inſtruct the King 
in the Principles of his holy Faith, and to aſſiſt him 
in his Devotions, Theſe ancient Cuſtoms of the 1r:/þ 
Kings are confirmed by the Teſtimony of an eminent 
Poet of great Antiquity, who upon this Occaſion has 
left theſe Lines. 


Ten royal Officers, for Uſe and State, 
Attend the Court, and on the Monarch wait, 

A Nobleman, whoſe virtuous Actions grace 
His Blood, and add new Glories to his Race. 

A Judge, to fix the Meaning of the Laws, 
To ſave the poor, and right the injured Cauſe. 

A grave Phyſician, by his artful Care, 

To eaſe the ſick, and weakend Health repair, 

A Poet to applaud, and boldly blame, 
And juſtly to give Infamy or Fame ; 

For without him the freſheſt Laurels fade 
And Vice to dark Oblivion is betrayd. 

The next Attendant was a faithful Prieſt, 
Prophetick Fury rolld within his Breaſt ; 
Full of his God he tells the diſtant Doom 
Of Kings unborn, and Nations yet to come ; 
Daily he worſhips at the holy Shrine, 

And pacifies his Gods with Rites divine, 
With conſtant Care the Sacrifice renews, 
And anxiouſly the panting Entrails views. 

To touch the Harp, the ſweet Muſician bends, 
And both his Hands upon the Strings extends 

. oh B bbb The 
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vate Perſons, and enter them into the publick Records V 
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The ſofteſt Sound flows from each warbling String, 
Soft as the Breezes of the breathing Spring,! 
Muſick has Pow'r the Paſſions to controul, 
And tunes the harſh Diſorders of the Soul. 

The Antiquary, by his Skill, reveals 
The Race of Kings, and all their Offspring tells. 
The ſpreading Branches of the royal Line, 
Tracd out by him, in laſting Records ſhine, 

Three Officers in lower Order ſtand, 
And when he dines in State attends the King's Command. 


Cormac, the Monarch of [reland, it muſt be obſery- 
ed, was a Prince of great Virtue and ſtri& Morality, 
and very exact in the Worſhip of the Deity, as far as 
the Light of Nature informed him; and his Piety and 
Devotion found Acceptance and a Reward from above ; 
for the merciful God was pleaſed to deliver him from 
the Obſcurity of Pagan Darkneſs, and enlighten'd him 
with the true Faith of the Goſpel. He was converted 
ſeven Years before his Death, during which Time he 
refuſed to adore his falſe Deities, and, inſtead of bow- 
ing to his Idols, he did Homage as a devout Chriſtian 
to the true God; ſo that this Prince was the third 
Perſon who believed in the Faith of Chr:ft, before the 
Arrival of St. Patrick in Ireland. The Names of theſe 
Converts were Connor, the Son of Nea/a, who was in- 
form'd of the Sufferings of Chriſt and the Redemption 
of Mankind by Bacrach a Pagan Druid; Moran, the Son 
of Mabin, the ſecond, and Cormac, King of Ireland. 

This Prince kept his Court, as did . of his Prede- 
ceſſors in the Throne of [reland, at the royal Palace of 
Tara, till he had the Misfortune to loſe his Eye by 
Aongus Gaothbhuailteach, as before mentioned; and 
from that Time till he died he lived in a very mean 
Houſe, covered with Thatch at Anachuill in Ceananns. 
The Reaſon of retiring from his Court was, becauſe 
the principal Nobility and Gentry of the Kingdom ſu 
poſed it to be a bad Omen for the Happineſs of the 
publick, if a King, who had any Blemiſh upon him, 
ſhould reſide in the royal Palace of Tara, and therefore 
Cormac reſigned the Government to his Son, whoſe 
Name was Cairbre Liffeachair, and contented himſelf 
with that ordinary Houſe at Auachuill, which was not 
far from the Court. In this contented Privacy he ſpent 


the Remainder of his Life; and being a Prince of great 
; Learning, 
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Learning, and an accompliſhed Stateſman, here it was = 
that he drew up that admirable Treatiſe, called Advice 
to Kings, for the Uſe of his Son, as was obſerved be- 
fore; and during his Retreat from publick Buſineſs he 
baniſhed all Rites of Superſtition and Idolatry, and im- 
proved himſelf in the Worſhip and Knowledge of the 
true God. 

In thoſe Pagan Times, one of the Idols of the an- 
cient Iriſh was a golden Calf, and it happened, that 
when Cormac was employing himſelf in Devotion in his | 
thatch'd Houſe, ſome of the Drds that belong'd to | 
the Court, brought this Image into his Preſence, and, 
as their Cuſtom was, fell down before it, and adored 
it with divine Worſhip; but the King continued his 
Addreſſes to the true God, and would not comply with 
their Idolatry: Maoiloageann, who was the principal of g, uad F 
theſe Pagan Prieſts, perceiving that the King acted in N1z;n 
Contempt of their holy Rites, demanded of him the?" 7 
Reaſon why he did not comply with the Religion of aq yo. 
his Anceſtors, and pray to the golden Calf, and con- 
form to the eſtabliſh'd Worſhip? The King anſwered, 
that it was beneath the Dignity of a rational Being to 
adore a Brute, which he determined never to do, much 
leſs a Log of Wood faſhioned by the Workman's Hand, 
who was no more able to make a God than to create 
himſelf, and therefore he would direct his Addrefles to 
that ſupreme Being who formed the Carpenter and 
the Tree ſuperſtitiouſly converted into a God. The 
Druid then conveyed away the Image, and ſoon after 
brought it to the King, and preſented it before him 
dreſs'd with the moſt magnificent Attire, and deck'd 
with Jewels, and confidently demanded, whether he 
would not addreſs himſelf ro a Deity ſo ſplendidly ar- 
ray'd, and of ſo majeſtick Appearance? Cormac replied, 
that it was in vain to tempt him into Idolatry ; for 
he was reſolved to pay no divine Homage but to the one g 
ſupreme God, the Creator of the Heavens and of the f 
Earth, and of a Place of Puniſhment for the Wicked, 
who corrupt his Worſhip, and diſobey his Laws. This 
Reſolution of the King, it is ſuppoſed, coſt him his 
Life; for the very ſame Day in the Evening a Salmon was | 
provided for his Supper, which the Sorcery and magi- 8 = 
cal Art of this Pagan Prieſt had fo inchanted, that a ö 
Bone of the Fiſh tuck in the King's Throat, and barcode . 
Ghoak'd him: Other Authorities aſſert, that as the re. 

| | 2 King 
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Ring was at Supper, eating the Fiſh, a Number of in- 


The GENERAL HISTORY 


fernal Fiends were raiſed by the Charms of the Druid 
Maolgeann, who ſet upon the King at Supper, and ſtran- 
gled him. But before he expired he gave Orders to 
his Servants not to bury him in the royal Sepulture of 
the /r:;/þ Monarchs; for he would not have his Duſt 
mix with that of his Pagan Predeceſſors. 

His Commands were obeyed, and another Place ap- 


pointed for his Interment; but as his Body was carry- 


ing upon a Bier, after the Cuſtom of the Country, 
the River Bohne was ſo inlarged, and overflowed its 
Banks in ſo wonderful a Manner, by the wicked Arts of 
theſe infernal Spirits, that the Bearers could not atempt 
to paſs over the Chanel; fot theſe Furies of Hell would 
not admit that his Body ſhould be buried in a Temple 
devoted to their Service, becauſe he refuſed to conform 
to their abominable Rites; and introduced a Way of 
Worſhip in Oppoſition to the eſtabliſhed Religion. And 


this Stratagem theſe curſed Spirits made ule of three ſe- 


Avlacas 
e vyp con- 
maic dnyo. 


veral Times, in Order to prevent the Interment of the 


Body. But the Servants, intruſted with the Care of the 


Funeral, did not deſiſt from their Duty; for notwith- 
ſtanding theſe dreadful Diſcouragements, they made a 


fourth Attempt to carry the royal Corpſe over the Ri- 


ver. But the Body was whirl'd out of their Hands 
by a Hurricane, and dropt into the Stream, which was 
ſo rapid, that it roll'd it along to Ros na Roighe, where 
it was waſh'd off from the Carriage; and upon this Ac- 
count that Part of the River Boyne is diſtinguiſhed by 


the Name of Aihſuaid to this Day; for Aub in the [1h 


Language ſignifies a Ford, and the Word Fuad ſignifies 


a Bier, which being joined, are pronounced Athfuard. 
The Body, when it was found, was taken up, and ſo- 
lemnly buried at Raſuariogh. | 


Along Time after this Action (as the Chronicles of 


Collum ei- Ireland inform us) the Head of this Monarch was found 
le «119 7% by St. Columcille, (or, as modern Authors call him, St. 


Columba) who buried it; and in the ſame Place he 
continued till he had celebrated thirty Maſſes for his 
departed Soul, which gave Occaſion to the erecting 
of a Church over the Grave which remains to this 
Day. | | 

In thoſe Times there were two remarkable Temples or 
Burying-places, where moſt of the 1r;/þ Monarchs were 


inter'd. The Names of theſe royal Repoſitories were 


Brugh 
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Brugh na Boine and Noilic na Riogh,' near Cruachan, ig 
the Province of Conacht; but the latter of theſe was of oe ns 
principal Note, and contained the Bodies of moſt ot 2. 
the ancient Kings, as the learned Jorne Higis, an emi- copaf 7c. 


nent Poet, gives us to underſtand in the following Verſes. 


This Sepulture preſerves the royal Duſt 

Of the renowned Monarchs of the Iſle. 

Here Dathy lies (whoſe Acts were ſung by Fame) 
Near Cruachan's penſtue Malls; cloſe by whoſe Side, 
For great Exploits in War and equal Arms 
Dreaded, Dungalach ſleeps ; who, from his Foe, 
IWreſted by greater Might, to own his Sway, 
Numbers of captiud Hoſts in Fetters bound, 
Mitneſſing Thraldom. Near the mournful Shade 
Theſe weeping Marbles caſt, are alſo laid 

The great Remains of Conn, who ſway'd with Fame 
Hibernia's royal Scepter ; nor deny 

To hold the kindred Duſt, in Love once join'd 

Of Tuathal and Tumultach, who their Sire, 
While mortal, Eochaidh Feidhlioch own'd; 

He too, great Parent of three Sons as brave, 
Mingles his Duſt with thoſe he once inſpir d 
With happy Life; nor does the Grave refuſe, 

To keep the breathleſs Duſt, by Death disjoin'a, 
Of Eochaidh Aireamh, who his Fate | 
Ow'd to Mormaol's Sword, with Blood diſtain'd. 
Nor could thy Beauty, lovely once, ſecure 

Thee, Clothro, or from Death's ſubduing Arm 
Guard thy all conquering Eyes, whoſe Lance deſtroy'd 
With thee in Blood alike and Charms allied 

Thy Siſters Meidbh and Muraſg ; here entomb'd, - 
They reſt in Silence, near three royal Queens 
(Forgetful now in Death they ever reign'd) 

Eire, Fodhla, Banbha, from the ſcepter'd Line 
Sprung of the Tuatha de Danans, far renown'd 
For dire inchanting Arts and magick Pow'r. 

In this repoſitory ſleep in Peace 

Cearmoda's royal Sons, three warlike Names, 
While Life and Vigor could their Arm inſpire, 
Now lifeleſs each, nor more intent on Fame. 

Here valiant Midhir reſts to Death a Prey, 
While the ftill Monument ſeems proud to hold 

The Relicts of great Caol and Ugaine, 

Mixt with the Brother Duſt, which lies entomb d, 
Of Cobhthach and Badhbhcha, who in happier Times 
Mere born, now ſleep near Oilioll's princely Urn. 


Cccc Eochaidh 
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Eocbaidb Gunait ſucceeded in the Throne of Ireland ; 
he was the Son of Feig, Son of Jomachaidb, Son of 
Breaſal, Son of Honchadba, Son of Frachadh Honn, 
(from whom Duilbhfiath obtained its Name) Son of 
Dluthaig, Son of Deithſin, Son of Jin, Son of Roſin, 
Son of Airndill, Son of Maine, Son of Forga, Son of 
Feargus, Son of Oilioll, Son of Frachadh Fearmara, Son 
of Hongus Tuirmheach of Tara, a Prince deſcended from 
the royal Line of Heremon. He was Monarch of the 

Iſland one Year, and was ſlain by Lughaidh Feirtre, 

A. D. 25, Cairbre Liſfeachair, the Son of Cormac, Son of An, 
Son of Coun, the Hero of the hundred Battels, ſacceed- 
ed and governed the Kingdom ſeven and twenty Years, 
He was diſtinguiſhed by the Name of Cairbre Liffeachair, 
becauſe he was nurſed near the Banks of the River Life 

© tre eg · in Leimſler: The Mother of this Prince was Eubne 01- 

be lypec- larmbdha, the Daughter of Dunlumg, the Son of Eana 

<q aeca® N{,þ; and he was ſlain by Simeon, the Son of Cirb, 

Sera. who came from the Confines of Cource, or the Borders 
of Leinſter, in the Battel of Gabhra, that was fought 
between this Monarch and the Miliia of the Kingdom, 
who took up Arms againſt him: The Reaſon of this 
Rebellion and the Engagement that followed it is record- 
ed in this Manner. 

There was a Lady, the Daughter of Honn, the Ge- 
neral of the /r:/þ Militia, whoſe Name was Samwr, and 
her Father beſtowed her upon Cormac Cas, Son of Oilioll 
Olum, by whom ſhe had two Sons who were called 
Tinne and Conla. Upon the Account of this Relation it 
was, that Modh Corb, the Son of Cormac Cas kept, as 

sere ba, his Confident, his Uncle Oi, the Son of Hann and 

an %inal vo (Janna Baolſaue, expreſſly contrary to the Conſent and 

Pm Order of Cairbre Liffeacharr and Aodb Caomb, Son of 

pope Garuidh Glundubh of Clanna Morna. At this Time, it 

au Tal muſt be obſerved, that Canna Morna had the Authority 

eon, to quarter and billet the Miliuia of the Kingdom, who 
were in a State of Mutiny and Rebellion againſt Fionn 
and Clauna Baoiſane, and had been fo for ſeven Years 
before. For this Reaſon Clanna Morna attempted to 
perſuade Cairbre Liffeachair and the Provincialiſts of 
l{reland to re-eſtabliſh Modha Corb in the Throne of Mun- 
/ter, from a Proſpe& that Canna Baoiſaue would be ex- 
pelled the Province; which was the true Occaſion of 
the Battel, wherein this Monarch loſt his Life. 


3 | Fathach 


TREL AND 


Fathach Arrgtheach and Fathach Cairptheach, the two VV 


Sons of Maccon, Son of Macniadh, Son of Luigbeach, 
deſcended from the Poſterity of Ii, the Son of Breo- 
gan, poſſeſſed themſelves of the Government, but their 
Reign was ſhort; for 1 did not govern a whole Year 
before they were ſlain: Fathach Carrptheach fell by the 
Sword of his Brother Fathach Airgtheach, but he did 
not long ſurvive this Fratricide ; for he was ſoon dethron'd 
by the Militia of the Kingdom, who killed him in the 
Battel of Ollarbha. 


Fiachadh Sreabhthume was the ſucceeding Monarch; 4. D. 25: 


7 


he was the Son of Carrbre Liffeachair, Son of Cormac 
Ufada, derived from the royal Line of Heremon, and 
ſat upon the Throne thirty Years, but fell at laſt by the 
Sword of the three Colla's in the bloody Battel of Dubb- 
chomar. This Prince obtained in Marriage Hoiſe, the 
Daughter of the King of Call Gaodha/, by whom ſhe 
had a Son call'd Muireaghach Tireach. He was known 
by the Name of Fachadb Sreahhthuine, becauſe he was 
bred up, and had his Education in Dun Sreabrimne in the 
Province of Conacht. 

To enlighten this Part of the Hiſtory, as far as the 
Ruins of Time will give Leave, it is proper to take No- 
tice of the Reaſon that gave Occaſion to this Battel of 
Dubhchomarr, which ſtands recorded in that valuable 
Record the P/alter of Caſhel; and likewiſe ſome Account 
ſhould be given of the Genealogies that belong to the 
Relations of the Colla's, which Hachadb Sreabhthuine 


Son of Carrbre Liffeacharr divided, Clanna na Gcolla and ga 54 
the Oirgiallaidh from Clanna Neil and the Poſterity of ecotta ie 
the ſame Family in the Province of Conacht. This da rre- 
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Prince Fiachadb Sreabhthume, we have obſerved, was _ 


the Son of Cairbre [.iffeachair, and was the Grandfather 
of Eochardh Muigbmeodhain, Son of Muireadhach Tire- 
ach, Son of Fiachadh Sreahihume ; and from this Prince 
Murreadhach deſcended Clanna Nell, and thoſe of the 
ſame Tribe in the Province of Canacht. Eochaidh Dubh- 
lein, the Son of Cairbre Liffeachair was likewiſe Brother 
to Fiachadh Sreabhthume: This Eochaidb we find had 
three Sons, who were diſtinguiſhed by the Title of 
the three Callas, from whom defcended Ur Mac Lars, 

L Criombthan, and Mogh Drona. The 9 55 Names of 
theſe three Brothers callꝰd the Colla's were Cairioll Muire- 


adhach and Aab and this we underſtand by the Teſti- 


mony 
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N mony of an ancient Poet, who has tranſmitted the Ac- 


do pave 958 
colld pio 
gel Nog 

e mioß. 


count to us in theſe Lines. 


Three Princes once the Glory of the Iſle, 
Known by the Name of the three warlike Colla's 
Mere Sons of Eochaidh; and in Battel flew 
The Iriſh Monarch, for heroic Deeds 
Renown'd, and ſeiz'd upon the Iriſh Sceptre; 
Theſe Brothers are in ancient Records call d 
Aodh Muireadhach and Cairioll, 

Or for Diſtinction otherwiſe expreſs d. 
Cairioll, Colla Uais, Aodha, Colla Mean, 
And Muircadhach Colla da Chrioch, 


The Wife of Eochaidb Dubblein, was Oilean the 
Daughter of the King of Scotland, whole Glory it was 
to be the Mother of theſe three martial Princes the 
three Colla's, who entring into a COMIN againſt 
their native Prince Hachadb Sreahhthume, by the Succeſs 
of their Treaſon, in a deciſive Battel wreſted the Sove- 
reignty out of his Hands, and put an End to his Life. 
The true Occaſion of this Rebellion is recorded in this 
Manner. | 

Fiachadh Sreabhthuime, the Ir:ſh Monarch, had a Son 
whoſe Name was Mwirreadhach Tireach, This young 
Prince ſoon diſcovered a military Genius, and obtain'd 
that Experience in the Art of War, that his Father, 
convinc'd of his Bravery and Abilities, made him Ge- 
neraliſſimo of all his Forces, and delivered into his 
Hand the abſolute Command of his Armies; for at 
that Time the King never expoſed himſelf at the Head 
of his Forces, his royal Life being of that Importance 
as not to be hazarded upon the uncertain Iſſues of 
a Battel. Upon ſome Provocations from the King of 
Muſter, it was thought neceſſary to ſend a ſtrong Body 
of Troops into that Province, under the Command of 
Muirreadhach, the young Prince. And Fortune, whoſe 
Darling he was, followed him in all his Undertakings; 
for he ſucceeded in this Expedition beyond his Hopes, 
and brought away with him a great Number of Captives 
and an immenſe Booty. His Father Hachadb Sreabb- 
thuine, King of Ireland, was encamped at that Time at 
Dubhbchomair near Tailtean with a numerous Army; for 
the three Colla's, his Brother's Sons, had rais'd a conſi- 
derable Body of Troops, and joined the Forces of the 

. : * King, 
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King, who, by theſe Recruits, became formidable, V 
and reſolved to do himſelf Juſtice upon his Enemies, 

And now the Succeſs of the young Prince in 

the Province of Munſter was known in the King's 
Camp, which gave great Satisfaction to his Father; 
but was not ſo well received by the three Co/la's, who 
envied him the Glory of his Conqueſts, and therefore | 
conſpired to deſtroy the King, and ſeize upon the Go- 
vernment; for they apprehended that when the young 
Prince came to the Throne, he would reſent ſome In- 
dignities he had received from them, and at leaſt ba- 
niſh them the Court, if not take away their Lives. 
They began therefore to concert Meaſures in order to 
execute their Deſigns; and prevailing upon ſome Offi- 
cers of the King's Troops, they thought themſelves 
able, with the Forces they had brought along with 
them, and this additional Strength, to engage with the 
Iriſh Army, and as them Batrel; and if they came 
off with Victory, they would be in a Capacity to defeat 
the Succeſſion of the young Prince, and to ſeize upon 
the Crown. 

It happened that at this Time the King had a very èo èongte 
eminent Druid in his Retinue, with whom he conſulted 83 
upon this Occaſion; for he was made ſenſible of the Trea- ay - gg 
chary of three Brothers, who had ſeparated their Forces 
from the Iriſh Army, and withdrawn to ſome Diſtance with 
a Deſign to fall upon the King. The Druid, whoſe 
Name was Dubhchomair, made uſe of his Art, and in- 
form'd his Maſter, that he found it would be of the 
laſt Importance to himſelf and his Family to ſave the 
Lives of the three Co//a's, notwithſtanding their Rebel- 
lion; for if he deſtroyed them, the Crown of [reland 
ſhould not be worn by any of his Poſterity, but de- 
ſcend in another Line. The King was ſomewhat ſur- 
priſed at this Reply, but upon Recollection made this 
gallant Anſwer, that he would joyfully reſign his Life, 
ſo that he might ſecure the Succeſſion to his Deſcendents, 
rather than by deſtroying thoſe three Traitors, be in- 
ſtrumental in fixing the Crown upon the Heads of their 
Pofterity ; and arm'd with this Reſolution, which add- 
ed to his natural Bravery, he drew out his Forces, and 
fell upon the Enemy; but his Deſtiny and the Predicti- 
on of the Druid followed him; for he was flain in the 
Action. 
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Foot, and, with a brave Body of loyal Troops, engag- 


The GENERAL HISTORY of 


Colla Tais obtaining a complete Victory, was pro- 
claimed Monarch of the Kingdom; he was the Son of 
Cairbre Liffeachair, a Deſcendent from the Poſterity of 
Heremon, and ſupported his Title to the Government 
four Years. But the lawful Heir Muirreadhach T teach, 
the Son of the deceaſed King, kept his Pretenſions on 


ed the Uſurper, and his Succeſs was equal to the Juſtice 
of his Cauſe; for he dethron'd him, and drove him 
out of the Kingdom. He fled for Refuge with his two 
Brothers to the Court of the King of Scotland, where 
they were hoſpitably received, and allowed Protection. 
The Reaſon that prevailed upon them to fly into thar 
Country, was becauſe they bore a very near Relation 
to the King; for the Princeſs Olean was a Daughter of 
the King of Scotland, the Wife of Hochaidh Dubblein, 
and the Mother of theſe three ambitious Brothers. This 
Uſurper was diſtinguiſhed by the Name of Colla Lais, 
as he was of a more noble and martial Diſpoſition than 
his Brothers; and as he found Means to 6 the Crown 
of Irelaud upon his Head for ſome Time, which the 
other two were ſo far from accompliſhing that they 
were obliged to leave their Country, and remove into 
a foreign Land to fave their Lives. 
Muirreadhhach Tireach ſucceeded the Uſurper; he was 
the Son of Frachadh Sreabhthumne Son of Carrbre Liffea- 
chair, deſcended from the royal Line of Heremon, and 
governed the Kingdom thirty Years; but was at length 
kill'd by Caollhach, the Son of Crum Badbraboi. The 
Conſort of this Prince was Mur:cn, the Daughter of Ha- 
chadh, King of Ciuneal Hoguin, and the Mother of Ho- 
chaidh Muighmcodboin, Hoes 
The three Colla's being expelled the Kingdom of 
Treland, were forced to fly for Refuge to the King of 
Scotland, who ſupported them ſuitable to their Quality, 
and entred three — Soldiers that followed them 
into the regular Pay of his own Army; for they were a 
Handful of brave hardy Men, and wonderfully eſteem'd 
by the King for the Comelineſs of their Perſons and 
their undaunted Reſolution and Courage. The three 
Brothers continued in Scotland for the Space of three 
Years; and tir'd at length of reſiding in a ſtrange Land, 
they called to Mind the Prediction of the Druid afore- 
mentioned, which foretold that if they fell by the Hand 
of the King of Ireland, the Crown ſhould devolve we 
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their Poſterity. They reſolved therefore to accompliſh WY YN 


this Prophecy at all Hazards, and ſettle the Succeſſion 
upon ſome of their Deſcendents; and arriving in He- 
land with no more than nine Perſons to attend upon 
each of them, they directed their March towards the 
Court with a Deſign to offer their Lives into the King's 
Hands, and incenſe him with Indignation and Revenge 
to ſacrifice them to the Manes of his murthered Father. 
When they came to Tara with fo ſmall a Guard, they 
were admitted into the Preſence of the King, who, 
inſtead of committing them to Priſon, or puniſhing 
them with immediate Death as Traytors and Rebels, 
received them courteouſly, and congratulated their 
Return into their own Country. He aſked them what 
News there was from Hotland, and whether they were 
not dejected at the melancholy State of their Affairs: 
They replied, that they were ſurpriſed at this unex- 
pected Reception, eſpecially ſince they were the Exe- 
cutioners of his royal Father, which Action fat very 
uneaſy upon their Minds, and gave them the ut- 
moſt Anguiſh in Reflecting upon it. The King an- 
ſwered, that Clemency was one of the brighteſt Jewels 
in the Crowns of Princes, and therefore he was con- 
tented to forgive their paſt Crimes, and leave them to 
the juſtice of the immortal Gods and the ſharp Remorſe 
of their own Minds, which was the moſt ſevere 
Torment that could be inflicted on the guilty; and 
as a Teſtimony that they might depend upon the Pro- 
miſe of the King, he conferred upon them very ſignal 
Marks of his Favour, he ſettled a princely Revenue up- 
on them, and made them principal Officers in the Com- 
mand of his Army. | 

In theſe Poſts of Truſt and Honour they continued 
for ſome Time, till the King, either jealous of their 
Fidelity, or from a Principle of Friendſhip and Aﬀecti- 
on, told them, that the Places they injoy'd, and the Salary 
attending them, would expire with their Lives, and 
not deſcend to their Families; and therefore he recom- 
mended to them to conſider of ſome Proviſion for their 
Children, which would be left deſtitute unleſs they took 
Care to ſecure an Eſtate for them in their Life-time : 
He aſſured them they might rely upon the Continuance 
of his Favour, and as an Evidence of his Eſteem, he 
generouſly offered them a Number of Troops ſufficient 
to ſupport them in their Attempts, and to make a Con- 
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©YV queſt of Lands and Eſtates that would be a Dependence . 

for their Poſterity. The Brothers gratefully accepted of 
the King's pi Pes and deſired to know what Coun- 
try was the moſt proper for them to invade: TheKin 
replied, that the Province of Uſer offered formerly ſuch 
an Indignity to one of their Family, that it demanded 
full Revenge; his Advice therefore was, that they ſhould 
enter the Country with Fire and Sword, and have Satis- 
faction of the Inhabitants for baniſhing Cormac, Son of 
Art, after they had infamouſly branded him by burn- 
ing his Beard with a Candle at Magh Breag. This in- 
jured Prince was forced to fly for Security into Conacht, 
after he had been ſo inhoſpitably treated by the King of 
Ulſter; at whoſe Command a Servant held the lighted 
Torch to his Face; and therefore they had a Right 
he thought, not only to do themſelves Juſtice upon the 
People, but to attemptupon the Crown, and ſeize upon 
the Government. 

Accordingly three the Brothers, ſupported by a nume- 
rous and well diſciplined Army, enter'd the Province of 
Ulſter, and inſtead of Oppoſition from the Inhabi- 
tants, they were joined upon their Arrival with a Body 
of ſeven thouſand Troops, with ſome of the principal 
Nobility of the Country at the Head of them, who 
apron to aſhſt them in their Pretenſions, and ſtand 

y them with their Lives and Fortunes.. This Reinforce- 
ment put a good Face upon the Enterpriſe, and rais'd the 
Courage of the Brothers, who directed their March 
towards the Provincial Army, and came to Carn Ho- 
chaidh Leathdhearg in Fearmnighe. Here the King of 
Ulſter was ready to receive the Invaders, and both 
Armies engaged; a moſt deſperate and bloody Action 
it was, and after a ſharp Diſpute, the three Brothers 
won the Field. The King rallied his broken Forces, 
and again offered Battel to the Victors, but without 
Succeſs; for his Army was routed in ſeven ſeveral En- 
gagements, one Day after another, within the Compals 
of a Week. The laſt Diſpute ended with a molt terri- 
ble Slaughter of the King's Troops, and Feargus Fodba . 
King of Eambain, was ſlain: His Army inſtantly fled, 
and were perſued with incredible Fury and Bloodſhed 
by the Victors, who covered the Earth with their dead 
Bodies from Cara Eochaidh to Gleanrighe. By this Time 
the Swords of the Conquerors were ſo drench'd and 
fatigued with the Execution they made, — "wy 

orce 


IX ELAN 293 


forced to deſiſt, or not a Man of the Provincial Army 
could poſſibly have eſcaped. | 

The three Colla's, animated with this Victory, re- 
turned with their Forces to the Palace of Eambain, 
where the King of Uſer kept his Court: This royal 
Seat they plundred, and ſet it on Fire; by which Means, 
tho' the Fabrick was not wholly conſumed, yet it be- 
came ſo ruinated and unfit for Service, that it could ne- 
ver recover its former Magnificence, nor be uſed as a 
Palace by the Kings of that Province. 

The Brothers reſolved to make the moſt of their 

Succeſs, and made an abſolute Conqueſt of the Coun- 
tries of Modernuigh, Li Chriombthain, and Li Mac Lais: 
Colla Mean, after he had diſpoſſeſs'd the Inhabitants, 
fixed himſelf in the Poſſeſſion of Modarnuigh, Colla da 
Chrioch obtained the Territory of Chriomhbthain; and 
Colla Lais ſettled himſelf in Mac Uais. With theſe 
Tranſactions we ſhall conclude the Reign of Murreadha- 
ach Tireach, King of Ireland, who was lain by Caolb- 
hach, the Son of Crum Badbraoi. 

Caolbhach was the ſucceeding Monarch; he was the“ 

Son of Cruin Badhraor, Son of Eachadh Chobhua, Sou of 
Luighdheach, Son of Jomchoda, Son of Feidblim, Son of 
Cas, Son of Fiachadh Aruidhe, Son of Aongus Gaibion, 
Son of Feargus Foglas, Son of Tiobhruide Tireach, Son 
of Breaſal, Son of Firb, Son of Mail, Son of Rachru- 
:4be, a Deſcendent from the Poſterity of Ir, the Son of 
Mileſius, King of Spam. He poſſelſed the Sovereignty 
one Year, and fell by the Sword of Eochaidh Mozghme- 
odbia; the Mother of this Prince was Inniaobt, the 
Daughter of Luigbdeach. 

Hochaidb Moidhmeodhin was the ſucceeding Monarch; 4. D. 353. 
he was the Son of Muireadbach Tireach, Son of Fiachadh 
Sreabthuime, a Deſcendent from the royal Line of Here- 
mon, and governed the Iſland ſeven Years. This Prince 
obtained in Marriage for his firſt Wife Mang Fromm, the Ag f bond 
Daughter of Hiodbuigb, by whom he had four Sons, wb poy- 
Brian, Fiachradh, Feargus and Oilioll. After the Deceaſe h 5 
of this Lady, his ſecond Conſort was a Welſb Princeſs, 
whoſe Name was Carthan Cas Dub, Daughter of the 
King of Wales, by whom he had a Son, who for his 
Valour and military Exploits was known by the Name 
of Mall of the nine Hoſtages. This King was diſtin- 
ouiſhed by the Title of Eochaidb Mozdhmeodhmn, becauſe 
his Head, and the Features of his Complexion, reſem- 
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pled his Father, but the Size and Shape of his Body was 

like a common Labourer, whoſe Name was Miongadbach. 

This Prince was at War with the King of Leinſter, and 

the celebrated Battel of Cruachan Claonta was fought 

between him and Eana Cinſealach, who had the Go- 

vernment of that Province. In this Engagement a moſt 

eminent Druid, whoſe Name was Ceadmurthach, that 

was an Attendant upon the King of /reland was taken 

Priſoner by the Army of Leinſter: When the Soothſayer 

was brought before Eana Cimſealach, he aſked his Offi- 

cers how they came to ſpare the Life of the Prieſt, 

and did not put him to the Sword without giving him 

Quarter? The Druid, incenſed with this Queſtion, 

boldly told the King, that whatever came of his Life, 

he might be aſſured that he ſhould never fight with 

Succeſs out of that Field where he then ſtood. The 

King was inraged at this Reply, and with a ſcornful 

Smile, he inſtantly thruſt his Spear thro' the Captive's 

Body. The Prieſt perceiving himſelf ready to expire, 

had only Time to aſſure the King, that the inſulting 

Smile which attended the Thruſt that gave him his 

Death's Wound ſhould be a Reproach to his Poſterity, 

as long as one of them remained alive; for it ſhould 

ive So a Name that ſhould not be forgotten. And 

the Prediction was literally accompliſhed ; for the Fami- 

ly of this Prince was afterwards known by the Name 

do teep of Vibh Cinſalach; the Word Salach in the Iriſh Lan- 

rlome va guage ſignifies foul or reproachful, which is a Character 
cemyealasè. . . 

that this royal Line of Leinſter could never wipe off. 

This King Eana Cinſalach was a fortunate and a martial 

5 Prince, and was the moſt powerful and formidable of 

1 any of the petty Princes of the Iſland; as a Poet of 

b Credit and Antiquity has confirmed in the following 

x | Lines. | 


The great Eana, that with Honour fill d 

The Throne of Munſter, and by Victory 

Followed where er he fought, advanc'd the Glory 
Of the Provinge ; as an annual Tribute rais'd 
An Ounce of Gold on every Village; he forc'd 
From every Houſe in Leathcuin a Tax 

Of three Pence yearly as a juſt Confeſſion 

Of his imperial Sway ; for to withſtand | 
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His Power and his Commands was certain Death, PAL 
Tho' Rage and Cruelty did never ſtain 
His royal Breaſt ; adornd with numerous Triumphs 
He comes tranſmitted to Poſterity, 


The Pſalter of Caſhel, whoſe Credit and Authority 
will admit of no Diſpute, has it upon Record, that the a- 
foreſaid Eana, fought fifteen Bartels in Leath Cuinn, 
and came off with Victory in every Engagement. 

Criomthan ſat next upon the Throne of [reland; he 4. P. 6. 
was the Son of F:odhuzg, Son of Daire Cearb, Son of 
Oilioll Hlanbeg, Son of Fiachadh Muilleathan, Son of 
Eogan More, Son of Oilioll Olum, deſcended from the,, x « 
Poſterity of Heber Fionn, and wore the Crown ſeven- Nog yoe- 
teen Years. The royal Conſort of this Prince was F;d- — Eva 
heang, the Daughter of the King of Conacht, This Mo- guy 2 
narch carried his Arms into foreign Nations, and over- Fan e. 
came the Scots, the Britains, and the French in ſeveral 
Engagements, and made them Tributaries. A Poet 
whoſe Authority is unqueſtionable, has given this Ac- 
count in the following Manner, 


The fam'd Criomthan ſway'd the Iriſh Sceptre, 
And dreaded for the Fury of his Arms, 

His Sovereignty extended croſs the Seas, 
Unmindful of the Dangers of the Waves, 

And with inſuperable Force ſubdued 

The Scots, the Britains, and the warlike Gauls, 
Who paid him Homage, and confeſs'd his Sway. 


This renowned Monarch beſtowed the Kingdom of 
Munſter apon Connal Eachluath, who had his Education 
with him from his Youth: The Donation of this Pro-,, ,@ eu- 


vince to a Stranger was thought unjuſt by the Poſterity onzan g 
of Fiachadh Muilleathan, who judg'd it proper to re- A lun 


, do Eonull 
preſent to Conall, that he was put into Poſſeſſion of eadluat. 


what he had no Right to enjoy; for tho' he was their 
Kinſman, yet he could have no Pretenſion to the 
Crown of Munster, ſo long as the lawful Heir was alive; 
that the Government of the Province ought lineally 
to deſcend to Corc, the Son of Luigdheach, who de- 
ſcended from the Line of Fiachadb; and worthy he 
was to fill the Throne of his Anceſtors, being a Prince 
of conſummate Wiſdom and undaunted Bravery. This 
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Remonſtrance had that Influence upon Conall, that he 

| was willing to refer the Caſe of the Succeſſion to pro- 
per Arbitrators, that were learned in the Law, and he 
promiſed to abide by their Determination. The Mat- 
ter was debated on both Sides before the Umpires, who 
came to this Reſolution; that Corc, the Son of Lujoh. 
dheach, ſhould firſt take Poſſeſſion of the Government 
of Munſter, as he was of the eldeſt Branch, but the 
Crown ſhould not deſcend to his Heirs ; for the Succeſſion 
was limited and ſettled upon the Poſterity of Cirmac 
Cas. | 
The Family of Fiachadh Muilleathan agreed to this 
Award and engaged themſelves by Sureties, and the 
moſt ſolemn Securities, that after the Deceaſe of Corc, 
the Crown ſhould devolve upon Conall Eachluath if liv- 
ing, or his immediate Heir, without Conteſt or Diſtur- 
bance. This Act of Succeſhon was conformable to 
what Oilioll Olum had before eſtabliſhed upon the ſame 
Account; for he ordained, that the two Families ſhould 
have an alternate Right to the Crown of Munſter ſuc- 
ceſſively, and the Throne be filled with the lineal Po- 
ſterity of Hachadh Muilleathan, and the lawful Deſcen- 
dents of Cormac Cas, 

Upon this Arbitration the juſt and generous Conall 
reſigned the Government of Munſter into the Hands 
of Corc, who after a ſhort Reign died; and then he re- 
aſſumed the Crown as his Right according to the Eſta- 
bliſhment. By this uncommon Act of Equity Conall was 
had in that Eſteem by Ciomhiban, King of Ireland, 
that he delivered into his Cuſtody all the Priſoners and 

bawde Hoſtages that he brought over with him in Triumph 
en bug from the Kingdoms of Britain, Scotland, and France; 
wei“ for he thought he could rely upon the Integrity of a 
| Prince, who delivered up the Poſſeſſion of a Crown that 
he was able to defend, for no other Reaſon, but becauſe 

he had no Right to it, and therefore he 5 it 

would not ſit eaſy upon his Temples. This Tranſaction 

is confirmed by a Poem to be found in the P/alter of 

Caſhel, compoſed by that Son of the Muſes Cormac Mac 


Cuilleanann.” 


The Kings of diſtant Lands were fore d to own 
The Vittor's Power, and to the great Criomthan 
Tribute and Homage paid: A worthier Prince 
Neer filld a Throne, nor ſaild to foreign Shores. 
| Unuumbred 
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Unnumbered Captives he in Triumph led WYRY 
And Hoſtages, the Bonds of true Submiſſion. 
Theſe Pledges and the Priſoners of his Wars 
He truſted in the Hands of the brave Conall ; 
| Than whom a Prince of more Integrity, 
And ſtricter Fuſtice never wore a Crown. | 
This Prince for Arms and martial Skill renown'd 
Enlarg'd the Bounds of his Command, and ruled 
With Equity the Countries he had won ; 
He govern'd Fearta Conuill in Feimhin, 
And Druin Cormaic Aine, and Dungar. 
His was the celebrated Seat of Caſhel 
And Maig and Duncearmna. 


The King Cr19mhthan, notwithſtanding his princely 
Accompliſhments, could not be ſecure from the villain- 
ous Attempts of his own Siſter, whoſe Name was Mung vugur 
Fiom ; for ſhe reſolved to deſtroy him, and prepared a uf. 
Doſe of Poiſon for that Purpoſe, out of a proſpect a5 4 
to obtain the Crown for her Son Brian, whom ſhe had bol 80. 
by Eochaidb Moighmeoin. She found Means to admini- 
ſter the Draught, which had its deſired Effect; for the 
King died at iabh Vidbe an Riogh, that lies northwards 
of Limerick. But Vengeance cloſe perſued the wicked 
Executioner, who the more ſecurely to recommend the 
Doſe to the King taſted of it herſelf, which diſpatch'd 
her at Inis Dornelas. 
Niall diſtinguiſh'd by the Name of the Nine Hoſtages 4. ». 57 
ſucceeded; He was the Son of Eochaidh Moighmeodbim, 
Son of Muireadbach Tireach, deſcended from the royal 
Line of Heremon, and govern'd the Kingdom ſeven and 
twenty Years. The Mother of this Prince was Carthan g44, tas 
Caſaubb, Daughter to the King of Britain. His firſt ads — 
Queen was Inne the Daughter of Lughdheach, who was Pa one 
the Relict of Fzachad; His ſecond Conſort was Roigneach — 4 
by whom he had ſeven Sons, who are known in Hiſ- 
tory by theſe Names, Laoghaire, Eane, Maine, Hogan, two 
had the Name of Conall, and Cairbry. 
This Prince at the Requeſt of the Dailriads in Scot- 
land, who were haraſs'd and oppreſs'd by the ſavage 
Pifs, tranſported a numerous Army into that Kingdom 
to aſſiſt them. When he arrived, he changed the old 
Name of the Country, and call'd it Scotia at the Requeſt 
of the Dailriads and the Scots themſelves; but it was 
upon Condition, that Scotland was to receive the Honour 
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of that Appellation; for it was agreed that it ſhould be 
call'd only Scotia Minor, but Scotia Major was to be the 
Name of Ireland; and the Occaſion of this Name was 
in Honour and Memory of the Lady Scoza, the Daugh- 
ter of Pharoah Ne#onibus King of Egypt, who was 
Queen to the famous Gollamb, otherwiſe call'd Mileſius 
King of Spain: From this Monarch the Dailriads de- 
ſcended, and therefore they made choice that the Iſland 
ſhould be call'd by the Name of Scotia Major, rather 
than Hibernia or any other Appellation. The Authority 
of the learned Camden might be inſiſted upon in 
Confirmation of this Account; for he aſſerts in his 
Chronicle of Britain, that Scotland was call'd Scorra Minor, 
and Irelaud Scotia Major, and declares that there is no 
certain Evidence upon Record to prove that the Inhabi- 
tants of Scotland were known by the Name of KHeots, be- 


fore the Time that Conſtantine the Great was Emperor 
of Rome. 


This judicious r va very juſtly calls the Iriſh Sco- 


trum Atavi, the Anceſtors of the Scots, as an Argument, 

that the People of Scotland were originally derived from 

the ancient Iii; and the ſame Author proceeds upon 

the ſame Subject, and has this Expreſſion, Scozz ex H 

pama in Hiberniam quarta ætate venerunt. The Scots came 

from Spain and arribed in Ireland in the fourth Age. To 

confirm the Teſtimony of this Writer, Nemeius, a 

elſh Author of great Credit, agrees with this Opinion, 

which is ſo conſiſtent with the /:/þ Hiſtory, that it 

cannnot be denied. | 

Aub roo-. It is evident from the ancient Records of the Iſland, 

bama vo that the Country of Scotland was known by the Name 

gta pg of Albam, till the Reign of Mall "diſtinguiſhed by the 
bam yen Title of the Nine Hoſtages; and as the Tribe of the 

Nel. Dallriada prevailed, that the Country ſhould be called 

for the future by the Name of Scotia; ſo the and their 

Poſterity continued there, and injoyed large Territories 

clan bc- for many Ages. The Kingdom of Scotland was (tiled 

tor a Albania from Albanattns, the third Son of Brutus, to 

whom the Country was aſſigned by Lot, when the Fa- 

ther was making Proviſion for his Children. This 

Prince Brutus, as Jeoffry of Monmouth relates, had three 

Sons, and their Names were Leagrus, Camber, and Abanac- 

tus, ro theſe three he gave proper Settlements ; England he 

beſtowed upon Leagrus, which, after his Name was call- 

ed Lagria; the Territory of Hales he conferred upon 
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his Son Camber, called after him Cambria; the Coun- 
try of Scotland fell to the Share of Albanattus, from 
whom it obtained the Name of Albania, and continues 
to be called ſo to this Day. 

Niall, the Iriſb Monarch, upon ſome Provocation, 
carried with him a great Army from Scorland into La- 
gria or England, and from thence tranſported them in gagwit 80 
a numerous Fleet into Armorica, now called Bretagne in „Sen = 
the Kingdom of France. Theſe Troops made great ge dy. 
Devaſtations in the Country; for they met with little 
Oppoſition, and plundering the Inhabitants, they re- 
turned with rich Spoils and valuable Booty. But the 
moſt conſiderable Part of their Prey conſiſted of two 
hundred Children deſcended from the moſt noble 
Blood in the Province, whom they brought home 
with them; and among the reſt was St. Patrict, a 
Youth of about ſixteen Years of Age; his two Siſters, 
whoſe Names were Lupida and Darerca, were likewiſe . 
carried into Captivity, and the reſt of the Number 
were of the firſt Rank. 

Many are the Authorities that might be urged to 
prove, that the Kingdom of [reland was called Scotia, 
and that the Inhabitants were known by the Name of 
Cineadh Scuit. Among others Jonas the Abbot, ſpeak- 
ing of St. Collum Cill, in his ſecond Chapter has this Ex- 
preſſion, Columbanus qui Columba vocatur in Hibernia or- 
tus ft, eam Scotorum. gens incolit, Columbanus, who 18 
alſo called Columba, was hora iu Ireland, a Country in- 
habited by the Nation of the Scots. The venerable Bede, 
in the firſt Chapter of the Hiſtory of England, aſſerts, 
that the Scots were the Inhabitants of [reland, Hibernia 
propria Scotorum patria eſt: Ireland is the Original Country 
of the Scots. And the ſame learned Author, giving an 
Account of the Saints, ſpeaks thus, Santtus Kilianus & 
duo Socu ejus ab Hibernia Scotorum Inſula venerunt : Saint cineao Sgu- 
Kilianus and his two Companions came from Ireland au c-. 
I/land of the Scots. From the Teſtimony of this faith- 
ful Writer it appears, that the /r:/þ were called Scots or 
Cmeadh Scuit in the Time of Bede, who flouriſhed about 
ſeven hundred Years after the Birth of Chriſt. 

Oroſius, who lived much earlier in the fourth Cen- 
tury, agrees with the Evidences before produced, and 
in the ſecond Chapter of the firſt Book expreſſes him- 
ſelf thus, Hibernia Scotorum gentibus colitur Ireland is 
inhabited by the Nation of the Scots. It is moſt * 

that 
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that the Iſland was called by the Name of Scotia by moſt 
Authors. Serapms informs us, that the bleſſed Saint 
Kilian deſcended from the Scots; his Words are, Beatus 
Kilianus Scotorum genere; and near the ſame Place he 
rudy ſays, Scotia que & Hibernia dicttur ; Scotland, which is 
eepzrenu- g/g called Ireland; ſo that the Iſland was known by both 
e. Names. But as the cleareſt Teſtimony in this Matter, 
the Expreſſion of Capgravms muſt not be omitted: 
This Author, writing of St. Col/um Cill, has theſe Words, 
Hibernia enim antiquitus Scotia ditta eft, de qua gens Hco- 
torum Albama Britannia majort proxima, que ah eventu 
modo Scotia dicitur, originem duxit, & progreſſum habuit. 
The Kingdom of Ireland was anciently called Scotland; 
from whence came the People of the Scots that inhabit Al- 
bany, which joius to a Part of the greater Britain, and is 
now called Scotland. This Evidence is ſupported by Ma- 
rianus, a Scotiſh Author, in this Manner; he is writing of 
St. Kilian, and ſpeaks thus, Eriamſi hodie Scotia propriò 
vocetur ea Britauniæ pars, que ipſi Anghe contiuens ad 
Septentrionalem vergit, olim tamen eo nomine Hiberniam nou 
tantum fuiſſe oſtendit venerabilts Beda, cum ex Scotia Piclorum 
gentem in Hibermam venſſe ait, th1que Scotorum gentem in- 
veniſſe. At this Time that Part of Britain, which borders 
upon the North of England, is properly called Scotland; 
t Venerable Bede does not only prove that Ireland was 
formerly known by that Name when he ſays, that the Na- 
tion of the Pits came from Scotland into Ireland, and there 
they found a Nation of the Scots. 1 
eas te- This Opinion, that Ireland was formerly diſtin- 
ranuf 4 guiſhed by the Name of Scorza is yet confirmed by 
CT the Authority of Cæſarius, who lived about five hun- 
n red Years after Chriſt; the Words of this Writer fol- 
low, Qui de purgatorio dubitat, Scotram pergat, purgato- 
rium ſanttt Patricii mtret, & de Purgatoru pœnis amplins 
non dubitabit. Whoever doubts whether there be any ſuch 
Place as Purgatory, let him go to Scotia, let him enter into 
the Purgatory of St. Patrick, and he will no longer disbe- 
lieve the Pams of Purgatory, This Expreſſion may juſtly 
be depended upon to prove that Scotia was then the 
proper Name of the Iſland; for there is no Place to 
be found in Scotland that goes by the Name of Saint 
Patricks Purgatory, and it is certain that there is ſuch a 
Place in Vreland to be met with at this Day. ; 
Cæſarius, ſpeaking of St. Boniface, delivers his Senti- 
ments in this Manner, Hibernia Scotia ſibi nomen etiam ven- 
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cabat, qua tamen ex Hibernid iſta Scotorum pars quedam WV 
egreſſa eft, in eaque Brianne ora quam Pidli jam habe- 
bant conſederunt ; ii qui principio a duce ſuo Rhenda Dail- 
reudini dittt fuerunt, ut ait Venerabilis Beda; poſtea tamen 
Piftos inde ipſos exegerunt, & boreale totum illud latus ob- 
tinuerunt, eiquè vetus gentis ſue nomen indiderunt; ita ut 
Scotorum gens una fuerit, ſed Scotia duplex facta ſi, una 
detus & propria in Hibernia, recentior altera in ſeptentrio- 
aal: Britanma. Ireland was properly known by the Name 
of Scotia, ont of which Iſland a Colony of Scots removed 
and ſettled themſelves in the Part of Britain that was poſ* oo berts 
ſeſſed by the Pits. They were called Dailreudins origi- Son 80, 
aally from Rheuda heir General, as the Venerable Bede II 
obſerves ; and they expelled the Pits, out of that Country, rn 1 dal 
and poſſeſſed themſelves of all the Northern Coaſt, which _ 
they diſtinguiſhed by the ancient Name of their own Nation. 
Ho that tho the Nation of the Scots was one, yet there were 
iwo Countries known by the Name of Scotia, the one the 
Old Scotia, which is properly the Kingdom of Ireland, the 
other the New, which is in North Britain. From the Ex- 

reſſion of this Author, it is proper to obſerve, that 
* was perſuaded, that the Jriſb were the genuine 
Scots, that the Tribe of the Dailiads were lt call'd 
Scots in Scotland, and that the ancient Name of [re- 
land was Scotia Major; as S$cotlaud was diſtinguiſhed 
by the Title of Scorza Minor, which Name was impoſ- 
ed upon that Country by Cimeadh Scurt. 

Buchanan, a Scotiſh Author of ſome Note, has a 
Paſſage in the ſecond Book of his Hiſtory of Scotland, 
agreeable to the Opinion of the Writer abovemen- 
tioned. His Words are, Scott omnes Hibernie habitato- 
res initio vocabantur, ut indicat Oroſius; nec ſemel Scetorum 
ex Hibernia tranſitum in Albaniam fattum noſtr: Annales 
referunt, All the Inhabttants of Ireland were originally 
called Scots, as Oroſius teſtifes; and our Annals give an 
Account, that the Scots of Ireland removed more than 
once into Scotland. From whence it is to be collected, 
that not only the Dazlriads tranſported themſelves from 
Ireland into Scotland, but that more of the Inhabitants 
left the Iſland, and obtained Settlements in Scoz- 
land; and this is agreeable to the ancient Records of 
the Kingdom, which particularly mention ſeveral Co- 
lonies, that from Time to Time invaded the Coun- 
try, and by their Valour and other Methods made 


Ggge them- 


302 The GENERAL HISTORY 


WYV themſelves Maſters of new Poſſeſſions, which continued 
in their Families for many Ages. 

yore do- The {71/Þ Chronicles aſſert, that 2 Ollbhuadhach, 
go do &- the Son of Hiachadb Labhrume, was ſent into Scotland 
83 by the King his Maſter, to ſettle and collect the Tri- 
bu ra d bute, that was impoſed upon the Picls, as an Acknow- 
ras ledgment of Homage and Submiſſion to the Crown of 
Ireland; and this happened about two hundred and 

fifty Years after the Mileſians were in Poſſeſſion of the 

Iſland. At a conſiderable Diſtance of Time Reachtazg 
Righdearg, King of [reland, went into Scotland upon 

the ſame Deſign, and impoſed a Tax upon the Inhabi- 

tants. Cairbre Riada likewiſe tranſported a Number of 

Forces, and attempted to make a Conqueſt of the Eaſt- 

ern Part of Scotland, from whom the Scorzſh Dailreu- 

dini, as the learned Bede obſerves, were lineally de- 
ſcended. Mac Cin allo had great Authority in the Go- 
vernment of Scotland and Wales, and from thence he 

came into /re/and to the Battel of Muzzh Muchruime, 

where Art, the Son of Conn, the Hero of the hundred 

Battels, was ſlain; by the Succeſs of which Battel Mac 

Con obtained the Sovereignty, and was the ſucceeding 
Monarch of the Iſland. Some Time afterward Fatha Ca- 

nain, the Son of Mac Conn, with a reſolute Body of Troops, 
Invaded the Coaſts of Scotland, and got Poſſeſſion of large 
Territorics in the Country. The Poſterity of this 
Prince were the Mac Allens and their Deſcendents. 
Otolls va- Colla Lais with his Followers tranſported themſelves 
iy «= into Scotlaud, and by their Bravery and Succeſs obtain- 
_ „ler ed a Settlement for their Families; from this Com- 
on 7 ve mander were derived the noble and illuſtrious Tribe of 
balban. the Clann Donalls in Scotland and Ireland. Crumbthan, 
the Son of F:idhach, the King of Ireland, made an In- 

vaſion upon the S$corzh Dominions, as did Earc, the 

Son of Hochaidb Munramhar, Son of Aongus Firt, a 

Prince deſcended from Cazzbre Riada, whoſe Poſterity 

are diſtinguiſhed by the Names of Clan Hire, and Cime- 

all Gabhram in Scotland, and Cineal Lodbairn, Cineal 
Combghailt, Cineal Naonguſa, and Cimeal Conchriche in 

Malu, with all the ſpreading Branches of thoſe ancient 
Families. Maine Leambna, the Son of Corc, Son of 
Lirghdbeach, invaded the Kingdom of Scotland, and 
ſucceeded ſo far in his Deſign, that he made a Conqueſt 

do name le- Of a large Territory, which from him was called Mor- 
_ an 19 nor Leambya, now the Dukedom of Lenox; and to 


this 
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this Prince the noble Family of the Houſe of Lenox SYVW 
owe their Original. Eaganach Moigh Geirgin deſcend- 
ed from a Brother of this Maine Leambna, whoſe Name 
was Cairbre Cruithneach, Theſe two Brothers, ſome 
Time after the Reign of Mall, of the nine Hoſtages, 
went into Jcotland, and there ſettled themſelves; and 
after them the fix Sons of Muireadhach, the Son of 
Eogan, Son of Nel, encouraged by the Succeſs of their 
Country-men, made an Attempt, and got Poſſeſſions in 
the Country; they were known by the Names of the 
two Lodams, two Aonguss, and two Feargnus's; from 
whence it appears that the principal of the Scoti/h 
Families were deſcended originally from the ancient 
Iriſh; to them they owe the Nobility of their Blood, 
and the Glory of their Families. 

But it muſt be confeſſed, that the Scorz/h Tribes, 
that inhabit near the Borders of England, have no 
Pretence to a Deſcent from the Iriſh; becauſe their An- 
ceſtors were baniſhed out of Ezg/and into thoſe Lands 


by Milliam the Conqueror; which may eaſily be collected ; 
by the Reſemblance of Manners and Cuſtoms to be K 
obſerved at this Day between the Borderers of both Na- | 
tions. 5 


Many other Families likewiſe that have Poſſeſſions in 
Scotland, have no Right to boaſt of an Ji Extraction, 
being the Poſterity of the old Eugliſß; and in Teſti- 
many of this we have the Authority of the laborious 
Howe, who in his Annals gives this Account. He re- 
lates, that Henry the ſecond King of England was en- 
gaged in a War with the Scots, and took William King 
of Scotland Priſoner, whom he order'd into Cuſtody and 
to be cloſe confined at Roan in Normandy, where he con- & mg 2t- 
tinued a Captive till he was diſmiſs'd by paying a Ran- 8 . 
ſom of ſour hundred Pounds, after which both Kings — 
made Peace, and became Friends. The King of Hcot— 
land after his Releaſe prepared to return into his own 
Country, and determin'd from a Principle of Gratitude 
to take with him a Number of Engliſh Gentlemen, who had 
obliged him by many Civilities in his Reſtraint, and be-.,,, big 
ſtow Settlements upon them among his Subjects; which one 
he generouſly did, upon his Return, and appointed a large Nuß mos 
Territory for the Support of his Eugliſh Attendants, and ba. 
upon their Heirs for ever, which Eſtates have been in- 
joyed by ſome of their Poſterity to this Day. The 
Names of the principal Exgliſb, who followed the King 
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SYV into Scotland, are tranſmitted to us, ſuch as Balioll, Bruce, 
Rawly, Monubrey, Sencler, Hangiford, Ramſey, Barkly, 
Lamudell, Biſey, Wallegene, Royſe, Montgomery, Walley, 
Colly, Milly, Fricer, Greme, Garley, and many others. 

Buchanan, the Scotiſh Hiſtorian, agrees with this Re- 
lation in the ſecond Book of his Hiſtory of Scorland, 
where he has this Expreſſion, Principio cum utrique, id 
eft Hibernie incole & Coloni eorum in Albimm miſſi Scot; 
appellarentur, ut diſcrimme aliquo alters ab alteris dli- 
9 mito cœpere altert Scott Albani vocari. Since 
the Natives of Ireland and the Colonies ſent from thence 


Yalge Am 7170 Scotland, were originally call d Scots; in order to diſ- 
dune Swe lingiliſh between the Iriſh, and theſe Scots, they began to call 


thoſe tranſplanted Iriſh by the Name of Albanian Scots, 
From the Teſtimony of this Hiſtorian we are to obſerve, 
that the Scots, who inhabited Scotland, were originally 
Natives of Hreland, and removed from thence to obtain 
new Settlements; and likewiſe that the ancient [r:/h 
were known originally by the Name of Scozs; and to 
confirm the Opinion of this Author, we have the con- 
curring Sentiments of the Eugliſb Annaliſt the celebrated 
Howe, which may properly be introduced in this Place 
before we treat particularly of the Reign of Nall of the 
nine Hoſtages; becauſe what we have to obſerve con- 
cerning that Prince, will receive an additional Credit 
by the Authority of this great Antiquary, who has been 
ever eſteemed a Writer of ſingular Integrity and Re- 
putation. 

The learned $7owe givesan Account, that in the Year 
tore i Sd of Chriſt ſeventy three, one Marius was King of Eng- 
an 19.76- land, and that Rogerns King of the Pits invaded the 

Britiſh Territories with a numerous Army out of Scotza, 
and aſtrong Body of hardy Scors, who enter'd the Coun- 
try with Fire and Sword, and by continued Hoſtilities 
and Incurſions mightily diſtreſs'd the Inhabitants, The 
King of Exe/and with a Number of choice Forces made 
Head againſt the Invaders, and gave them Battel, where- 
in Rogeriis and moſt of his Army were ſlain. The 
Victor uſed- his Succeſs with Moderation; for ſuch of 
the Enemy as ſurrender'd to his Mercy, he ſpared, and 
Best ace allign'd them a Competency of Lands in the Eaſt Part 
b ban Of Scotland, for their Support. Here they ſettled, but 
gaval- having no Women among them to perpetuate their Fa- 
milies, they ſent into Males for a Supply; but they were 
denied, which made them addreſs to the [r:/h, who 
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complied with their Requeſt; So far have we followed WV g 


the Teſtimony of Stowe, as a collateral Evidence upon 
this Occaſion. It was obſerv'd before, that the General 
of the P:#:/h Army tranſported Women out of /reland 
with them in the Time of Heremon, which was about 
three hundred Years before Marius was King of Eng- 
land and this Tranſaction happen'd, as the ſame Author 
aſſerts, in the Year of Chrift wherein Veſpaſian was elec- 
ted Roman Emperor, which was ten Years before the 
Abbey of Glaſtenbury was built, and two Hundred and 
ſeventy two Years after the beginning of the Chriſtian 
Ara, when Aurehan preſided over the Empire, and 
firſt attempred to adorn his Head with an [mperial 
Crown. 


Three hundred and ninety five Years after the Birth 4. B. 399 


of Chriſt, Pelagius a Native of ales began firſt to broach 


his Hereſie, at which Time it was that the Emperor css ele 
Aurelian ſelectèd a Number of the Roman Clergy and'* N 
ſent them into Great Britain, to inſtruct the Inhabitants go bearan 


and ſettle the Catholick Religion among them; when . 


they arrived they found the Scots and the Pitts plun- 
dering and haraſſing the Country without Oppoſition : 
The Britains in this Extremity ſent their Deputies to 
Honorius the Emperor, and implored his Aſſiſtance; but 
the Empire at that Time could not ſpare any Troops 
to defend their Conqueſts at ſo great a diſtance, and 
therefore the Britains received no other Anſwer than 
that they mult provide for themſelves in the beſt Man- 
ner they could, for they were not to expect any Succours 
from Rome. By this means the Invaders brought the 
Bruains under Servitude, and cruelly fleec'd the Inhabi- 
tants, who were unable longer to bear the Yoke, or to 
anſwer the exorbitant Demands of the Conquerors. 
Reduced to this Diſtreſs, they again depute ee, 
and ſend them to Rome, who ſucceded ſo well in their 


Negotiations, that a Legion was ſent over with them; 


but this Aſſiſtance was too weak to repell the victorious 
Pits, who had conſiderably enlarged their Conquelts, 
and almoſt overrun the whole Kingdom. The —. 
Legion upon their Arrival made ſeveral Attempts upon 
the Enemy, but with ſmall Succeſs, for they could not 
boaſt of any Advantage over the Invaders, who fatigued 
them with continual Skirmiſhes, and made eilte 5M 
to give over the Attempt, and return to Rome: But be- 
fore they left the Country they perſuaded the Britains 

H hhh WM 


305 4 


306 


2 


elow clo: © 
Pꝗ Se 32 
Edge loi 
Alda 7 bne- 
dai. 


The GENERAL HisTorr of 


to raiſe a ſtrong Fortification upon the Borders of Eng- 
land between them and their Enemies, which would be 
a means to prevent the Incurſions of the Scots and Pics, 
and be a great Security to the Inhabitants. | 

The Roman Auxiliaries departed, and when they were 
gone the Britains, perceiving themſelves deſtitute of 
foreign Succours, thought proper to put in Execution 
the Advice of fortifying their Borders and appovng the 
Inroads of their Neighbours accordingly they made a 
deep Trench, and raiſed a high Bank of Sods from Sea 
to Sea; But this Defence proved ineffectual to reſtrain 
the Attempts of their Enemies, for when the Scors and 
Pitts had Intelligence that the Romans had left the 
Iſland, they immediately ſet upon the abandon'd Britains, 
broke down the Partition of Turf, and by Plundering and 
other Cruelties brought great Diſtreſs upon the Inhabi- 
tants. Theſe Calamities were inſupportable, and there- 
fore the Britains, unable to bear or to redreſs theſe 
Misfortunes, were oblig'd to ſend their Deputies to 
Nome a third Time, and by repreſenting the deplorable 
State of the Country, humbly ſupplicate for Relief. The 
Romans thought themſelves oblig'd to defend their Al- 
lies, and therefore ſent a Legion over to their Aſſiſtance. 
When they arrived, the Brains drew together their ſcat- 
ter'd Forces, which with the Auxiliary Legion made a 
conſiderable Army. With theſe Troops they march'd a- 
gainſt the Enemy, who unable to bear the Shock of 
the Roman Courage, were oblig'd to fly with great Loſs, 
and were fo diſpirited with continual Skirmiſhes and bad 
Succeſs, that they deſpaired of maintaining what they had 
acquired, and retired toward their own Borders. Hither 
they were perſued by the Victors with great Slaughter, 
and forc'd to retreat beyond the Fortification erected by 
the Britains, and fly far into their own Country to ſave 
their Lives. 

The Romans having thus deliver'd the Britains from 
the cruel Tyranny of the Scots and Picts, reſolv'd to 
return, -for they found it of ſmall Importance to under- 
take ſuch long Marches, and hazard their Lives, when 
no Rewards followed their Victories, and their Allies were 
in ſo low a Condition, by the Miſeries of a long War, 
that they were unable to make them ſuitable Satisfac- 
tion. Under theſe Diſcouragements they left the Iſland 
and the diſtreſs'd Britains to the Mercy of an inraged 
Enemy, who ſoon had Notice of their Departure, and 

prepared 
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prepared themſelves for another Invaſion. The Britains SWV 
apprehenſive of their Deſign, uſed their utmoſt Diligence 
to repair the Wall upon the Borders, which they pro- 
poſed to fortify with ſtronger Materials than Turf and 
Dirt, and began to raiſe it with Stone-work of eight 
Foot broad and twelve Foot high, as the learned Bede 
particularly relates in the fifth Chapter of his Eugliſh 
Hiſtory. | 

By this Time the Scots and Ps were ready for their exuas bf 
Attempt, and encouraging themſelves upon the Ab- * Abe a- 
ſence of the Romans, they depended upon Succeſs ; fot og ns tare 
the Enemies they were to engage with were broken? 45 v4 
hearted, and were uſed to fly at the firſt Attack. Ac-F f *. 
cordingly they marched their Forces, that were very 
numerous, toward the Borders, and making a wide 
Breach in the Partition Wall, they entered the Coun- 
try with dreadful Hoſtilities, and committing the moſt 
unheard of Outrages, they ſo diſpirited the Britains, 
who dreaded their Cruelty, that without attempting 
to hinder their Incurſions, they were obliged with 
their Wives and Families to leave their Habita- 
tions, and to fly to the Woods and Wilderneſſes to 
preſerve their Lives. The Invaders perſued them 
cloſely, reſolving to extirpate the whole Race of them, 
and beſieged them within thoſe inacceſſible Places, # 
wherein they ſheltered themſelves, inſomuch that the 
Bruams were conſtrained to feed upon wild Beaſts and 
the natural Produce of the Earth; for if they attempt- 
ed to peep out of their Faſtneſſes, they were in Dan- 
ger of being taken by the Pz#/s or Scots, who uſed 
them barbarouſly, and put them to the moſt torment- 
ing Death. | 

In theſe miſerable Extremities they continued for 
ſome Time, till at laſt their indefatigable and ſharp- 


ſighted Enemies had driven them into a Corner of the 
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Country with the Sea behind them, and the victorious 0 
Invaders in the Front. This diſtreſſed Condition oblig- 
ed them to ſolicit the Mercy of the Romans once more, g 


and accordingly they found means to diſpatch a Meſſenger 
with a moſt ſupplicating Letter to Boetius one of the Con- 
ſuls. This Epiſtle moſt pitifully repreſented the Circum- 
ſtances of their hard Fate, how they were confined within , 
a narrow Compaſs, between the Sea and the Enemy; ſo b 
that if they attempted to fly they were ſure of being \ 
drowned, and if they ſtirred out of their Camp, = 

ell 
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cell into the Hands of the Beſiegers, the moſt inhuman 
and relentleſs Enemy of the two; concluding in the 
moſt ſubmiſſive Manner, and imploring the Aſſiſtance 
of the Romans againſt the Scors and Pifts, who would 
unavoidably, within a ſhort Time, deſtroy the old 
Britains, and make themſelves Maſters of the whole 
Iſland. This Tranſaction is particularly mentioned by 
the Venerable Bede, inthe thirteenth Chapter of his Hi- 
ſtory of England, where he has preſerved the very Ex- 
preſſion made uſe of in that Epiſtle to the Conſul ; the 
Words are theſe, Repellunt Barbari ad mare, repellit 
mare ad Barbaros, inter hec ormntur duo genera funerum, 
aut jugulamum aut mergimur: The Barbarians aue us back 
zo the Sea, the Sea beats us again upon the Barbarians ; % 
that between theſe two Enemies we have two Sorts of Death 
_ before us, we are either butcher'd or drowned. 
By the Succeſs of the Scots in their Invaſions of the 
Engliſb, it appears that the 1:/b Scors (as they all ori- 
ginally were) had the Britains in Subjection, and made 
mY. them Tributaries. Nonnius, an ancient Bruiſh Author 
Meg. vat (as Speed in his Chronicle obſerves) aſſerts, that the 
Seorr 7 Scots and Pitts were victorious over the Britams, who 
nabPIEcſ. ere a conquered People for the Space of four hundred 
Years; and the learned Camden confirms this Opinion, 
where he ſays, Anno 500 a Cſaris ingreſſu Britannia 
Pictorum immanitati relinquumun: Froe hundred Years after 
Cæſar fir/t entred the Iſlandibe Kingdom of Britain was left a- 
bandow'd to the Crueliy of the Picts and Scots; which farther 
deſerves our Belief, becauſe the judicious Bede, in the 
fourteenth Chapter of the firſt Book of the foremen- 
tioned Hiſtory, has this Expreſhon, Revertuntur impu- 
dentes graſſatores Hiberni domum, poſt non longum tempus 
reverſurt: The audacious Iriſh Plunderers are returned home, 
deſigning after a ſhort Time to invade us again. From 
whence it is obvious to collect, that the Iriſh were pro- 
feſled Enemies to the Britains, and made frequent In- 
vaſions into their Country; for when the Romans would 
not interpoſe in their Quarrels, but withdrew their Suc- 
cours, they were ſorely haraſs'd by the Scors and Picts, 
who reduced them to the loweſt Miſery, and exerciſed 
an inſupportable Tyranny over them. wo 
eceavedf But the continual Inroads and Barbarities of their 
* Enemies was not the only Calamity that oppreſſed the 
Britains; for about that Time the Pelagian Hereſy gave 
them great Uneaſineſs, which was propagated with 
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great Induſtry, and found kind Reception among the 
Populace. To ſtop the Infection of cheſe wicked Prin- 

ciples, the Britains, unable to exerciſe any Church Diſci- 

pline by Reaſon of their Servitude, ſummon'd a Con- 
vention, and agreed in Council to apply to rhe Church 

of France, and deſire they would ſend over ſome of 

their eminent Prelates and Divines to recover the Peo- 

ple out of this filthy Hereſy, and eſtabliſh them in the 
Orthodox Faith. The Gallican Church held a Meeting 

upon this Meſſage; and after ſome Debates they reſoly- 

ed to diſpatch two celebrated Biſhops, Germanus and 

Lupus, into Britam, to oppoſe the Progreſs of the Pela- 

gian Doctrines. The Prelates, when they arrived, ap- 

plied themſelves vigorouſly to the Buſineſs they came 
about; and by the irreſiſtible Force of their Arguments 

and the Piety of their Lives they ſo prevailed upon the | 
Affections of the People, that they renounced the im- 
pious Tenets of Pelagius, and were confirmed in the 
Principles of the true Religion. 

The Scots and Pits, we have obſerved, were continu- 4. D. 447: 
al Thorns in the Sides of the Britains, and Wars were 
waged between the two Nations, until the Reign of ö 
Vortigern, King of Britain, which was in the Year of 
our Redemption, four hundred and forty ſeven. The 
Inhabitants of Britain at that Time were a very wicked 
People; and Heaven, for their Impieties, delivered 
them under the Power of the Scors and Pics, who 
were ſore Scourges in the Hand of Providence, and 
ruled them with a Rod of Iron; inſomuch that the 
Britains were forced to ſend Meſſengers to two Saxon 
Princes, Hengiſt and Horſa, and deſire their Aſſiſtance. 
Theſe Foreigners landed in the Iſland, attended with a 
numerous Army, and in ſeveral Engagements repel'd 
the Inſolence of the Scots and Pi#s, and obliged them 
to give over their Attempts, and to ceaſe their Hoſtilities. 
By the Aſſiſtance of theſe German Forces the Britains 
were freed from the Incurſions of their Neighbours , 
who kept within their own Borders, and the Kingdom Fo 
was ſettled in Peace to the univerſal Joy and Satisfaction 

of the Inhabitants. 

The indefatigable Stowe, in his Briiſb Chronicle, rea 3 
printed at in the Year ſixteen hundred and four- 0 oo pu- 
teen, at the fifty ſecond Page, gives an Account, that 3 3 
theſe Germans or Saxons were ſo pleaſed with the Air and ros. Wo ; 
the Fertility of the Iſland, that they barbarouſly mur- 8 

liii ther'd ; 
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ther'd at one Maſſacre four hundred and eighty of the 
Nobility and Gentry of Britain; and that Aurelius Am- 

broſins, then King of Britain, cauſed the Stones that 

were brought by Merlin from Mount Claire in the Pro- 

vince of Munſter, to be erected in the ſame Place where 

the barbarous Execution was committed, as an eternal 
Monument of German Cruelty upon the Natives of 
Britain. Some Time afterwards Aurelius himſelf was 

buried in the ſame Place; and the ſame Author obſerves, 

that theſe Stones, when they were fixed, were called 
Chorea Gigantum, but now are known by the Name of 

on Arne Hane Henge upon Salisbury Plain. That Hiſtorian aſ- 
„ ſerts farther, that the Liſh brought theſe Stones with 
in vc. them from Africa, and what Feoffry of Monmouth ob- 
ſerves is very remarkable, that no two of thoſe Stones 
came originally out of the ſame Part of that Country. 

From the Teſtimony of this Eugliſh Hiſtorian it is 
eaſy to believe, that the Ii were accuſtomed to fail 
to Africa, that they made Voyages abroad with Ho- 
nour and Succeſs, and obtained conſiderable Authority 
in other Countries beſide their own ; and whoever dif- 
putes the Grandeur and great Character of the ancient 
{riſh, betrays his Ignorance of Antiquity, and confeſſes 
that he never converſed with old Records, which are 
the Fountain, from whence an Hiſtorian is to draw out 
his Obſervations. Some Perſons would willingly be 
acquainted with the celebrated Tranſactions of paſt 
Ages without the Trouble of Reading and Study ; for 
which Reaſon they are mere Pedants, and take up with 
all ſuperficial Relations without ſearching into the Ori- 
gin of Kingdoms, or turning over the old Chronicles 
that preſerve the Memory of thoſe renowned Times. 
It is the Obſervation of Macrobius in the ſixth Book of 
his Saturnalia, Multa ignoramus que nom laterent, ft vete- 

rum lettio nobis eſſes ſamiliaris: We are ignorant of many 

things with which we might be acquainted, would we make 
the Reading of the ancient Annals familiar to us. And this 
Remark is in no Inſtance more exactly verified than with 
Relation to the Iriſh Hiſtory. | 
For when we aflert, that the Kingdom of Britain 

was formerly Tributary to the Scors and Pidts; if the In- 
beta ra tegrity of our Relation be ſuſpected, we can immediately 
raf Seor refer to the Teſtimony of the learned Camden, who in his 
oo Chronicle has this Expreſſion, Britanni fats fimt tribura- 
A. D. 476. ruScotts & Piftis, anno 476: In theVear four hundred and 
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ſeventy ſix, the Britains became tributary to the Scots and VV 
Pits. And when we ſay, that the Pz#s were after- 

wards overpower'd and ſuppreſs'd by the Scots, we have 

the Liberty to call in the Evidence of the ſame Writer, 

who informs us, that about the Year eight hundred and 

fifty, or, as others ſuppoſe, eight hundred thirty nine, 

when Cionaoih, the Son of Alpin, was King of Scotland, 

the Pils were brought in Sbjeftion to the Scors, If the 

Credit of this Hiſtory ſhould be queſtioned, becauſe we 

inſiſt, that no other foreign Powers poſſeſſed the Sove- 

reignty of the Kingdom of /reland, but thoſe Princes we 

have taken Notice of, and whoſe Succeſſion we have ac- 
counted for, ſuch as Partholanus, Clanna Neimidh, Firbole, 

the Tuatha de Danans, and the Mileſiaus; we have Au- 

thority to juſtify our Relation by citing the Teſtimony 

of a reputable Author, Gulielmus Nubirgenſis, who ſays 
expreſſly in the twenty ſixth Chapter of his ſecond Book v ove 
Hibernia nunquam externe ſubjecit duioni: The Kingdom | _ 
of Ireland never ſubmitted to a foreign Power. And laſt- an. 
ly, if we tranſmit to Poſterity ſome remarkable Exploits 
of Mall the Hero of the int Hoſtages, that were ons 
ever heard of before, eſpecially in latter Ages, we de- 

clare that we abhor to impoſe upon the World with 
Fictions of romantick Adventures; but our Authorities 

are the moſt valuable ancient Records of the Kingdom, 

which we peruſe with great Caution and Induſtry, and 

from thence extract our Materials, and are directed in 

our Method and the Management of the Subject before 

us. 

There is an old Manuſcript in Vellum, exceeding cu- do . 
rious, intitled, The Life of H. Patrick, which treats <p 
likewiſe-of the Lives of Muchuda Albain and other Saints, 
from whence I ſhall tranſcribe a Citation that relates 
to St Patrick, and particularly mentions that he was of 
a Melſh Extraction; Patricius Brito natus, ex parentibus Sube am 4 
religioſis ortus: Patrick was a Britain born, and deſcended de d 
from religious Parents: And in the ſame Place he haszpuecy aro 
the following Remark, Scot; de Hibernia ſub rege ſuo Je. 
Niall drerſas proumcias Britanniæ contra Romanum 
imperium multum devaſtabant, contendere incipientes Aqui- 
lonalem Britanniæ plagam, tandem, ejectis veteribus Coloni, 
9 Hibernienſes eam r e & habitaverunt: The 
Iriſh Scots, ander Niall their King, waſted and deſtroyed 


many Provmces of Britain in Oppoſition to the Power of 
the Romans. They attempted to poſſeſs themſelves of the 
3 1 
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VV Northern part of Britain; and at length, having arroen 
out the old Inhabitants, thoſe Iriſh ſerz'd upon the Country, 
and ſettled in it. The ſame Author upon this Occaſion 
remarks, that from thenceforward Great Britain was 
divided into three Kingdoms, that were diſtinguiſhed by 

the Names of Scotia, Anglia and Britia. 

This ancient Writer likewiſe afferts, that when Mall, 
the Hero of the nine Hoſtages, undertook the Expedition 
of ſettling the Tribe of the Dailriada in Scotland; the 
Iriſh Fleet ſail'd to the Place where St. Patrict reſided : 
Hoc tempore quædam claſſis Hibernica de prædavit patriam, 
in qua morabatur Drous Patricius; S, conſueto Hiberno- 
rum more, multi inde captru: ducti ſunt, inter quos erant 
Divus Patricius, etatis ſuæ anno decimo ſexto, & due ejus 
Sorores, Lupida & Darerca, & duttus eft Drous Patricius in 
Hiberniam captrous, anno nono Neill, Regis Hiberniæ, qui 
potemer 27 annis regnavit, ac Britanniam & Angham & 
Galliam devaſtavit: At this Time the Fleet out of Ireland 
plundred the County in which Saint Patrick then led, 
and, according to the Cuſtom of the Iriſh, many Captroes 
were carried away from thence, among whom was Saint 
Patrick, in the ſixteenth Year of his Age, and his two S$iſ- 
ters Lupida and Darerca; and Saint Patrick was led Cap- 
trove into Ireland in the ninth Year of the Reign of Neill, 
King of Ireland, who was the mighty Monarch of the 
Kingdom for ſeven and twenty Years, and brought away y 

meds Expreſſion it is to be ſuppoſed, that Mall of the nine 

Feen Fr Hoſtages waged Wars y__ Britain or Wales, and per- 

reatan. haps made a Conqueſt of the Country; and it is more 
than probable, that when this Ii Prince had finiſhed 
his Deſign upon the Kingdom of Wales, he carried his 
Arms in a Fleet into France, and invaded the Count 
at that Time called Armorica, but now Little Britany, 
and from thence he led St. Patrick and his two Siſters 
into Captivity. 

And this I am the rather induced to believe, becauſe 
the Mother of St. Patrick was the Siſter of Martin, the 
Biſhop of Turin in France; and I have read in an ancient 
Iriſb Manuſcript, whoſe Authority I cannot diſpute, 
that St. paviel and his two Siſters were brought Cap- 
tive into Ireland from Armorica or Britany in the King- 
dom of France. It is evident likewiſe that when Mall, 
the King of Ireland, had ſucceeded the Britains he diſ- 
patch'd a formidable Fleet to plunder the Coaſts of France, 
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and his Succeſs, and that he carried away Numbers of 
the Natives with him into Captivity, one of which it is 
reaſonable to ſuppoſe was the young Patrick, who 
was afterwards diſtingniſh'd by the Name of the Iriſh Saint. 

Niall encouraged by the Number of his Captives, and 
the Succeſs of his Arms in France, reſolved upon another 
Expedition; and accordingly raiſed a gallant Army of his 
Iriſh Subjects for that purpoſe, and ſent a Commiſſion 
to the General of the Dailriada in Stotland, to follow 
him with his choiceſt Troops and aſſiſt him in the In- 
vaſion. Mall having prepared a ſufficient Number of g 
Tranſports, and a Competency of Proviſion, weighed An- {0m Ny 
chor with his victorious Iriſh, and ſteering his Courſe been oY 
directly to France, had the Advantage of a proſperous 
Gale, and in a few Days landed upon the Coaſts: He 
immediately ſet himſelf to ſpoil and ravage the Country 
near the River Lozre; Here it was that the General of 
the Dailriada found him, and both Armies being joined, 
they committed dreadful Hoſtilities, which obliged the 
Inhabitants to fly and leave the Country to the Mercy 
of the Invaders. 8 
The commanding Officer of the Dailriada in this Ex- 

edition was Gabhran, the Son of Domhangnirt, who 
—_— over with him Eochaidb, the Son of Lana Cinſa- 
lach, King of Leinſter: This young Prince had been for- 
merly baniſh'd into Scotland by Mall, but reſolving to be 

reveng'd when Opportunity offer'd, he defir'd to be ad- 

mitted as a Volunteer in the Service, and by that 
means was tranſported into France, The King of [re- 
land being inform'd of his Arrival, would upon no account 

ermit a Viſit from him, nor ſuffer him in his Preſence: 
6 Eochaidh ſoon found an Opportunity to execute his 2h45a net 

\ Deſign; for upon a Day perceiving the wg fitting 5 fre 
upon the Bank of the Loire, he convey'd himſelf ſecret- — 
ly into an oppoſite Grove on the other ſide, and ſhot 
Mall through the Body with an Arrow; the Wound 
was mortal and he inſtantly died. 8 

The Difference between & King of Ireland and Zo- 
chaidh the Prince of Munſter aroſe upon this occaſion ; 

The Ambition of Eochaidb incited him to keep his Re- 
fidence at Tara, as Monarch of the Iſland, in expreſs 
oppoſition to the Command of the King, and accord- 
ingly by way of taking Poſſeſſion he abode there nine 
Days and Nights. This Attempt of his was cenſured a 
by a Druid of principal Note, who inform'd him, that j 
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by this Practice he had violated the ancient and ſolemn 

Cuſtoms of Tara, which injoined that no Perſon ſhould 
reſume to keep his Court in that royal Palace before 

* was admitted into the Order of Kghthood. This 
Intelligence had that Effect, that Eochaidh withdrew 
from Tara, and relinquiſhed his Pretenſions to the 
Crown of [reland, When he was gone, Mall remov- 
ed thither, and kept his Court as the King of Ireland; 
and leſt Eochaidh ſhould again renew his Claim to the 
Crown after many Skirmiſhes and ſharp Diſputes, he 
was baniſh'd into Scotland. | 

Cuy ele The King of Jreland received another Provocation 

Con from Eochardh, which incenſed his Reſentment, and 

mall 7 e- in ſome Meaſure occaſioned his Baniſhment; for when 

chars. Eochaidh had abandon'd the royal Seat of Tara, and 
was upon his Way towards his own Province, he came 
to the Houſe of Laidhgin, the Son of Barrceadha, a 
principal Druid and in great favour with the King of 
Ireland. While he continued here the Son of this Druid 
had the Imprudence to throw out ſome contemptuous 
Expreſſions againſt Eochaidb, which he ſo reſented, that 
he fell upon him and kill'd him on the Spot. This 
Action ſo inraged the Father, that he inſtantly applied 
himſelf to Mall for Satisfaction, and repreſenting the 
Fact in the moſt aggravating Circumſtances, he prevail'd 
upon the King, who promiſed to revenge the Death of 
his Son upon the Prince, and the People of Leinſter. 

Argw] da- MViall, with all Expedition, prepared an Army to in- 

* ano vade the Province, which he entered with Fire and 
Sword, and miſerably diſtreſſed the Inhabitants; the 
Druid followed the Army into Leinſter, and perceiving 
the Miſeries the innocent People ſuffered by this dread- 
ful Invaſion, he took Pity upon their Misfortunes, and 
told them that the King's Forces ſhould commit no far- 
ther Diſorders, if they would deliver Eochaidbꝰ, who 
was the only Criminal, into his Hands. The Inhabi- 
tants, reduc'd to the laſt Extremities, accepted of this 
Expedient; and, tho' with great Reluctancy, ſeiz'd 
upon the Prince, and ſurrendred him into the Power 
of his enraged Enemy. Ns 

Nb lagea The Druid, full of Revenge, deſign'd to execute his 

og ivy Priſoner by a lingring Death, and therefore cauſed his 
Body to be chained to a great Stone that ſtood upright, and 
is now to be ſeen on the Weſt Side of Haim, between 
Call Brighde and Tullach 6 Feidhlin. The unfortunate 
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Prince was obliged to ſtand with his Back towards the 
Stone; and when he had remained there for ſome Time, 
loaded and galled with the Weight of the Chain, the 
Druid reſolved to diſpatch him, and put an End to 
his Life: He therefore. commanded nine Soldiers to ſet 
upon him; for Eochaidh was a Perſon of great Strength 
and invincible Bravery, and he fappoled would not 
fall without Reſiſtance. The Prince perceiving the bayiy Nr 
Executioners advanc'd towards him, he ſummon'd all 25 es 
his Courage, and forcing the Chain with more 8 
mortal Strength, he unriveted the Pin which faſtened balba. 
the Ends of the Chain, and obtained his Liberty. 
Unarm'd as he was, he fell upon the Soldiers, and 
twiſting their Weapons out of their Hands; he killed 
ſome of them, and made good his Retreat with that 
Safety, that he found Means to eſcape into Hrotland. 
When he arrived he requeſted the Protection of Gabh- 
ran, the Son of Domhanguirt, the General of the Dazl- 
riada, with whom he came into France, and flew Mall, 
who was the Occaſion of all his Misfortunes. 

When this Prince Eochaidh was in Exile in Scotland, 
it happened that his Wife, whoſe Name was Feidhlin, 
the Daughter of Cobhibain, Son of Dathu, was with 
Child; and at the ſame Time the Wife of Gabhran, the 
Son of Domhanguirt, whoſe Name was Ingeanach, was 
with Child likewiſe, and both the Ladies, it ſeems, 
were equally near their Travail; for they were both 
ſeiz d with Pains, and were delivered in one Night; 
and for Conveniency, and by Reaſon of the Friendſhip 
that was between them, the two Princeſſes were lodg'd 
in the ſame Apartment. There were no Perſons ad- 
mitted in the Room but the Midwile, all the other 
Attendants being commanded to ſtay without the Door 
till they were called. The 1r:/þ Princeſs was brought 
to Bed of two Sons, and the Scorz/h Lady was delivered 
of a Daughter; for ſhe had born many Children, but 
all Females, and paſſionately deſired a Son, the more 
to pleaſe and engage the Aﬀections of her Huſband. 
When therefore ſhe underſtood that the other Lady was Nalde elo: 
delivered of two Sons, ſhe deſired that ſhe would part e 7: 
with one of them to her; the Iriſh Princeſs con- 
| ſented, and her Friend received the Infant into 
her Bed with the greateſt Tranſport and Satisfaction. 
- This Artifice was concealed from the Attendants, 
who, upon their Admiſſion into the Room, 1 
| | that 
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that the Scori/h Lady had a Son, inſtantly carried the 
joyful News to the Father, who careſſed the Infant with 

the fondeſt Endearments, and called him by the Name 

| ofEogan, not ſuſpecting the Fraud, but ſuppoſing it to 
be his own. He likewiſe complimented the /-;/h Lady 

| upon the Birth of her young Prince, who was known 

by the Name of Randubb, Son of Hochaidb. 
| Tg Nog After the Death of Niall, the Hero of the nine Ho- 
af dem ages, Zochaidb return'd into Ireland, and ſent for his 
1 7a bae cg Lady and his Son from Scotland. He took Poſſeſſion of 
| po BY the Government of Leinſter, and was King of that 
| en, Province for many Years, His Friend Gabhran, the 
General of the Dailriadas, obtained the Sovereignty of 
['} Scotland, and ſettled the Succeſſion upon his ſuppoſed 
| Son. 

| Evgan the young Prince, after the Death of Gabhran, 
laid Claim to the Kingdom of Scotland by Hereditary 

Right, and was crown'd without Oppoſition; and when 

he had ſettled the State of his Affairs, he prepared a 
Number of Shipping and a gallant Army to invade /re- 

land; for he juſtified his Pretenſions to that Kingdom 

as he was a lineal Deſcendent from Cairbre Riada. His 

Forces conſiſted of Eugliſbd, Welſh and Scots, and when 

he landed upon the 1r:/h Coaſts, he began Hoſtilities 

upon the Province of Leinſter, and plunder'd the Inha- 

eogen 7 bitants. Brandubh, the Son of Kochaidh, was then 
bnanduba1- King of Leſter; and being unable with the Strength 
17 of his Provincial Troops to oppoſe the Invaders, he 
was forc'd to ſee his Subjects pillaged, and to conſult 

for his own Safety, His Mother lived with him at that 

Time, who lamenting the diſtreſs'd Circumſtances of 

her Son, adviſed him not to ſink under his Misfortunes ; 

for ſhe would go in Perſon to the King of Scotland, and 

by a Stratagem ſhe was confident ſhe could put a Stop 

to his ſpoiling of the Country, and perſuade him to 

= retire out of the Province. This Motion came very 
. ſeaſonably; for the King of Scotland had then ſent to 
| the King of Leinſter to demand a heavy Tribute from 
| him, and upon Refuſal he threatned him with Mili- 


tary Execution, and the utmoſt Miſeries of Fire and 


lk Sword. 
i The good old Lady as ſhe promiſed ſet out for the 
1 Iriſh Camp, and when ſhe arrived demanded Audience 


of the King; Eochaidb was ſurpriſed at the Adventure, 
and ſuppoſing ſhe was diſtracted, he admitted her into 
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his Preſence. She then boldly expoſtulated with him 
upon the Subject of his Invaſion, and repreſenting the 
cruel Depredations he had executed upon the Province 
of Leinſter; ſhe demanded with intrepid Bravery what 
provoked him to ſo barbarous and unwarrantable an 
Undertaking. The King inraged at this Queſtion re- 
plied, that he was not obliged to anſwer the Impudence 
of every old Hag that ſhould aſk him Queſtions, and 
commanded her to make the beſt of her way out of the 
Camp. The Lady not diſcouraged at this Reply told 
him, that his Mother was as much a Hag as the, and 
if he pleas'd to give her the Liberty of Feaking with 
him in private, ſhe engaged to convince him, and in- 
form him of a Secret that was of the laſt Importance to 
his Intereſt. The King complied, and taking her aſide 
from his Attendants, was impaticnt to hear this weighty 
Diſcovery. Sir, ſaid ſhe, I told you that your own Mo- 
ther was ſuch a Hag as my ſelf, which is literally true; 
for Iam your Mother, and Brandubhthe King of Leinſter, 
whom you ſeem reſolved to drive out of his Country, is 
your own Brother; and to evince my Honour and Ve- 
racity upon this Occaſion, I beſeech you to ſend in- 
ſtantly to your ſuppoſed Mother, the Queen Dowager 
of Scotland, who, I am confident, will aſſert the Truth, 
and confeſs that you are my Son; only let me intrear 
you to ceaſe Hoſtilities and Outrages upon the Province 
until the Meſſenger returns. The King was aſtoniſhed 
at this Relation, and thought it of ſuch Importance, 
that he inſtantly diſpatched a Meſſenger into Scotland to 
his Mother, and defired ſhe would come to him into 
Ireland with all poſſible Haſte; for her Preſence was of 
abſolute Neceſſity, and concern'd him in the moſt ten- 
der Circumſtance of his whole Life. She complied 
with the Requeſt of her Son, and landing in /re/and, 
was conducted to the Camp. The King of Scotland 

acquainted her with the Occaſion of his Meſſage, and 

the ſurpriſing Account he had heard from the Queen 

of Leinſter, and defired ſhe would ſatisfie him in the 

Truth of the Diſcovery, and declare upon her Honour 
whether he was her Son or not. The old Lady openly 
confeſſed the whole Intrigue between her and the 

Queen of Leinſter, and convinc'd the King in the Point bed 4. 
of his Birth, who deſired they would keep the Matter 5 nes 
ſecret, - leſt his Right to the Crown ſhould be diſputed, cara 
and an Attempt made to prevent the Succeſhon of his n 3 
El Family 
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Family in the Throne of Scozland. For if the Tribe of 
the Dailriada ſhould be inform'd that he was not the 
Son of the deceaſed King, they would diſpute his Title 
and diſturb his Government. The Ladies bound them- 
ſelves to Secrecy; a Peace was immediately made, and 
a ſtrict Friendſhip eſtabliſhed with Brandubh, the King 
of Leinſter, and Evogan withdrew his Forces from the 
Iſland, and returned to Scotland. 

Mall, the King of Ireland, had eight Sons, who 
left a numerous Poſterity behind them, from whom 
ſome noble Families in the Country claim an Extraction at 
this Day; but it will be improper in this Place to ſpeak par- 
ticularly of their Offfpring and Deſcendents, becauſe 
they will be mentioned with more Method, when we treat 
of the Genealogies and ſpreading Branches of the M;- 


dor ce d leſiams or the Clana Mileadh, The Reaſon why this 
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Prince was diſtinguiſhed by the Title of Hero of the 
uine Hoſtage, and is called in the /r;/þ Language Mall 
Naoghiallach, was becauſe he had ine Hoſtages in his 
Cuſtody, five from the Provinces of /reland, and four 
from the Kingdom of Scotland, in order to ſecure the 
Fidelity of his Enemies in both Countries, who he ſuſ- 
pected would offer to raiſe Commotions, and diſturb 
the Peace of his Reign; for the Word Gzall in the 1r:/b 
ſignifies in Engliſh a Priſoner or Hoflage. This Tranſ- 
action is upon Record in the Verſes of an ancient Poet, 
who mentions it in this Manner : 


Niall, the martial Hero of the Iriſh, 
The Son of the renowned Eochaidh, 
By Force of Arms and military Skill, 
Subdued the Rebels, who oppoſed his Right; 
And, as a Pledge of their Allegiance, 
Detaind five Hoſtages of noble Blood. 
And to ſecure the Homage of the Scots 
He kept confined four Hoſtages of Note; 
From whence this Prince, the ancient Records call 
The Hero of the nine Hoſtages. 


Dathy was the ſucceeding Monarch, he was the Son 
of Fiachradh, Son of Eochaidb Moighmeodhin, Son of 
Mruireadhach Tireach, deſcended from the royal Line of 
Heremom, and he governed the Kingdom three and 
twenty Years. His firſt Conſort was Hal, the Daughter 
of Eachach, from whom Feile Cruachan obtained its Name. 

85 His 
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His ſecond Queen was Eithne, the Daughter of Orach, 'S WV 


by whom he had a Son called Oaulloll Molt; his third 
Wife was Ruadb, the Daughter of Artigb Uchleathan, the 
Son of Fir Conga, and this Lady was the Mother of 
Fiachadh Ealgaigh; but unfortunately died in Travail. 
From Dathy, King of Ireland, deſcended the noble Fa- 


milies of the O Sheaghnaſy, Kings of Vibhſhiachrach, JI N 
Dowd in the Iriſh O Dubhda, O Heyn, Kings of Aidhne, — 
Killkelly in the Iriſh Giollachealaigb, O Cearaigb, O Co- Not r &. 


main, O Clerigh, O Fahy and many other illuſtrious 
Tribes that will be particularly inſerted in the Courſe of 
this Hiſtory. This Monarch was diſtinguiſhed by 
the Name of Dathy, becauſe of his wonderful Hprighili- 
neſs and Actroity of Body; for he was ſo accom- 
pliſh'd, that he handled his Weapons dextrouſly, and 
put on his Armor before he was at the Eſtate of a Man; 
for the Word Dathy in the Iriſb Language ſignifies Nim- 
bleneſs and Agility. This Prince received his Death by 
a Thunderbolt, as he was perſuing his Conqueſts in 
the Dominions of France, where * had carried his 
Arms with great Succeſs. He died near the Foot of 
the Alps, from whence his Army carried his Body with 
them into Ireland, and interr'd it with great Solemnity 
at Roilicna Riogh in Cruachan, after he had governed 
the Iſland three and twenty Years. 
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An Account of the moſt memorable Tran ſadli- 
ons of the ancient Iriſh; from their Recep- 


tion of Chriſtianity, to the Invitation of 
the Engliſh in the Reigu of Henry the 
Second, King of England. 


i Aving deduced the General Hiſtory of 
a> i /r/ard from the firſt Inhabitants of 

the Kingdom to the Death of Nzall, 
the Hero of the ine Hoſtages, in whoſe 
Reign St. Patrick was brought into the 
Iſland, we are now to proſecute the Ac- 
count of that Nation, till the Eugliſb were introduced 
by King Henry the Second, who went into the Iſland in 
Perſon, and upon Submiſſion of the Nobility and prin- 
; | Mmmm cipal 
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WYV cipal Gentry, confirmed the Inhabitants in their Eſtates 
and ancient Liberties. 
| lues gs There is an Author, one Sanders (whoſe legendary 
yl bannanrs Writings have ever been rejected by the Lovers of 
| * Truth) that has the Confidence to aſſert in his firſt 
I Book of the Eugliſhßhᷣ Wars, that as ſoon as the [ſb 
ll had received the Chritran Faith, they ſubmitted them- 
i ſelves, their Conſciences and Eſtates, to the Manage- 
il ment and Direction of the Biſhop of Rome, and that 
N they acknowledged no other ſovereign Prince in that 
Nl Kingdom, but the Roman Pontiſt, from the firſt Eſta- 
iþ bliſhment of Chri/tianity in the Iſland, till it fell into 
the Hands of the Eugliſh, under Henry the Second. 
His Expreſſion is this: Hibernia mito ſtatim poſt Rellgio- 
nem acceptam, ſe ſuaque omnia in Pontificis Romant ditio- 
nem dederunt, nec quemque alum ſupremum Principem 
Hiberniæ ad illud uſque tempus præter unum Pontificem ag- 
aoveruut: The Inhabitants of Ireland immediately upon 
embracing the Chriſtian Fanth ſurrendred themſelves their 
Eſtates and Fortunes under the Dommion of the Pope of 
Rome, mor did they own any other ſupreme Prince in 
| that Kingdom beſides the Roman Pontiff down to that 
. Time, But the Falſhood of this Aſſertion is evident 
from the Teſtimony of that ancient Record, The P/al- 
| ter of Caſhel, which, ſpeaking of the Prophet rial a 
renowned Monarch of [reland, and a Son to Heremon, 
relates, that many of that illuſtrious Line filled the 
* Throne both before and for many Ages after Chriſti- 
do Nogte- anity was received in that Kingdom. His Words upon 
gef be, this Occaſion are theſe: [rial Propheta per decem an 
dug s Hos regnavit, © antequam regula Chriſti per Patricium 
Fenine  ſemmata efſet in Hibernia, de ſemine ejuſdem Regis quin- 
<-mNog guaginta ſeptem Reges regnaverunt ſuper Hiberniam, & 
uu van aw noſt Patrictum de prole ipſius quinquaginta Reges: Irial 
| VE the Prophet reigned ten Tears, and before the Faith of 
11 Chriſs was propagated in Ireland by H. Patrick, there 
100 were fifty ſeven Kings of his Race, who governed that 
| Kingdom, and after the Times of St. Patrick, there were 
h fifty Kings m Succeſſion of the ſame Family. And this 
| Account is conſiſtent with the ancient Records of the 
10 Kingdom, which take no Notice of Subjection to the 
br . See of Rome, but mention in the regal Tables a Suc- 
| PR ceſſion of Princes of the royal Iriſh Blood, and that 


" the Iſland was governed independently by its own 
ly; Kings. 
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The Author of the Polycronicon agrees with the WYYV 
preceding Account: The Words are, Ab adventu Sanc- 
ir Patricii uſque ad Feidlimidii Regis tempora triginta tres 
Reges per quadringentos annos in Hibernia regnavernnt , tem- 
pore autem Feidlimiditi, Norvecienſes Duce Turgeſio terram 
hanc occuparunt: From the Arrroal of H. Patrick to the 
Times of Feidhlim, there were thirty three Kings, who 
governed the Ringdom for four hundred Years: In the 
Reign of this Prince the Norwegians made a Conqueſt of 
the Conntry, under Turgeſius their General. Feidblim 
was King of Munſter, in whoſe Time the King of 
Norway tranſported a Body of hardy Troops, and 
brought the Ifland into great Troubles; and from this 
Citation it appears that the Pope had not the Sove- 
reignty of the Kingdom, but it was governed ſuc- 
ceſſively by many Monarchs of the Mileſian Race after 
the Time of St. Patrick till the Invaſion of the Nor- 
wegians, Who are otherwiſe called Fionnlochlammig. The 
ſame Author has this Expreſſion in the ſame Place: Ao nge 
tempore Turgeſu uſque ad ultimum monarcham Rodoricum — _— 
Conaciæ Regem decem & ſeptem Reges in E{iberna reguave- za deaf 
runt : From the Time of Turgeſius to the Reign of Rodo-5 =” 
rick the laſt Monarch in Conacht, there were ſeventeen FE 
Kings in the Throne of Ireland. From theſe Teſtimo- 
nics it is evident that the Roman Pontiſf had not the ſu- 
reme Authority in the Iſland from the Time of St. 
Patrick till the Hugliſh arrived under Henry the Second, 
and ſettled in the Country. | | 
This Account is farther confirmed by the Teſtimony 
of Anſelm, Archbiſhop of Canterbury, who inſcribes 
his thirty ſixth Epiſtle, Moriardacho gloriaſo, gratia Dez, 
Ree: Hiberniæ: To the illuſtrious Moriartach, or Mortough 
0 Bryen, by the Grace of God, King of Ireland. This 
Fpiſtleis to be found in the Works of Archbiſhop Uſher, 
that learned Prelate, who has, with indefatigable Pains, 
collected the Epiſtles that were ſent between the 
Clergy of England and Ireland, and other great Per- 
ſons of both Nations, and preſerved them to Poſterity. 
The fame Archbiſhop Auſelm wrote another Letter to 
the ſame Prince, and calls him expreſlly the renown- 
cd King of Ireland; and Archbiſhop Lanfranc, one of 
his Succeſſors in the See of Canterbury, wrote a Letter 
to Terlagh 6 Bryen, King of Ireland, in the Year one votruy 
thouſand ſeventy four, and introduces it in this Form, ef anfo. 
J. anſrancus peccator & indignus ſantte Dorobernenſis Ec- 
ET clefie , 
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cleſiu Archiepiſcopns, magnifico Regi Hibernie Terdeluaco 
Benediftionem cum Servitio & Orationibus: Lanfranc 4 

Sinner and the unworthy Archbiſhop of the holy Church of 
Canterbury, 20 the moſt magnificent Terlagh, King of 
Ireland, our Benedifion with our Service and Prayers. 

The learned Uſher in the ſame Book has preſerved an 
Epiſtle of great Importance upon this Subject, wherein 

Henry the Firſt, King of England, wrote to Rodolphns, 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury, recommending to him for 

holy Orders one Gregory, that upon Admiſſion into the 
Prieſthood he might be conſecrated, at the Requeſt of 

the King of Jreland, to the Biſhoprick of Dublin. 

This Epiſtle was written in the Year one thouſand 

one hundred and twenty three, wherein is this Expreſ- 

len Nog ſion: Mandavit mihi Rex Hibernie per breve ſuum & Bur- 
We a eenſes Dublinæ quod elegerunt hunc Gregorium in Epiſcopum 
eum mittunt tili conſecrandum, unde tibi mando ut pe- 

titionem eorum ſatisfaciens ejus conſecrationem ſme dilatione 
impleas: The King of Ireland has given me to underſtand, 

that by his Writ and by the Conſent of the Burghers of Dub- 

lin, his Gregory is choſen to be a Biſhop, and they ſend 

him to you to be conſecrated; my Will therefore is, that you 

ſatisſie their Deſire by conſecrating him without Delay, 

From what has been ſaid upon this Subject, and 

from the concurring Teſtimony of ſo many Authorities, 

it appears, that the Kingdom of /reland was governed 

by Monarchs of the Mileſian Line, till the Eugliſh in- 

vaded and ſettled in the Country; and it is like- 

wiſe evident, that the Roman Pontiſf had no Right 

of Sovereignty, nor exerciſed any Juriſdiction in 

the Iſland from the Time of St. Patrick, than what 

he adminiſtred, and laid Claim to in other Nations, in 
France and Spain, and moſt of the Countries of Chriſt- 

endom that were govern'd by their own Kings, and paid 

no Homage to the See of Rome, as to a temporal Prince. 

„ neh cus It muſt be confeſſed, notwithſtanding that about ſeven- 
a conaf ty ſeven Years before the Eugliſh Invitation, Donogb, the 
arg e Son of Bryen Bonoimbe, undertook a Journey to Rome, 
af og o and had a Commiſhon from the principal Nobility 
Ar and Gentry of the Iſland to offer themſelves as Sub- 
an Spam. a jects to the See of Rome, and implored the Protection 
of the Roman Pontiff; and the Reaſon of this Act of 
Submiſſion was becauſe the petty Princes of the Iſland 
were continually quarrelling about the Bounds of their 
Territories, and theſe Conteſts had ſo haraſſed and im- 
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poveriſhed the Iſland, that the Inhabitants choſe ra 
ther to ſubmit themſelves to a foreign Power than be 
ſubject to the Tyranny and Oppreſſion of their own 
Kings; and what ſeemed to induce the People to offer 
their Submiſſion to the See of Rome, was that the Pon- 
tif was not only a ſpiritual but a temporal Prince, of 
great Intereſt and Authority throughout Chriſtendom, 
and able by his Aſſiſtance or Mediation in the Courts 

of foreign Princes to eſtabliſh the Peace, and ſecure 
the Liberties and Privileges of the Country, But this 
Surrender of the Iſland into the Hands of the Pope, 
is no Evidence to confirm what is aſſerted by ſome Au- 
thors, who relate, that the Emperor Conſtantine, upon 
his receiving the Chriftian Faith, confer d the Metern 
Iſle of Enrope, which is Ireland, upon Pope Sylveſter ; 
which is impoſſible to be true for this Reaſon, becauſe 
this Iſland was never conquered by the Romans, nor 
in the Poſſeſſion of Cotantime or any other Emperor 
of Rome; and therefore it would be ridiculous in that 
Emperor or any other, to make a Grant of an Iſland to 
a Prince, which he had no Right to himſelf, and was 
never under his Authority. Nor canit be ſuppoſed with 
Reaſon, that an Iſland fo fruitful, ſo populous, ſo weal- 
thy, and of ſo conſiderable an Extent as the Country of He- 
land ſhould be without a King to command it for ſo many 
Apes, but was governed by the Pope and by his Deputies, 
from the Time of St. Patrick till the Invaſion by the 
Enghſh, who ſubdued it, and made it a tributary Pro- 
vince; but we have been too long in refuting the Falſ- 
hood of Sanders, an Author of no Credit, tho? it was 
pope to remove this Objection before we proceeded 
arther in the Courſe of this Hiſtory. | 
Lavgaire was the ſucceeding Monarch; he was the 4. P. 427. 
Son of Mall, the Hero of the ine Hoſtages, and wore 
the Crown thirty Years; the Mother of this /7z/þ King 
was Rozgheach, In the fourth Year of this Prince's eeaf a- 
Reign, Pope Celeſtine commiſhoned St. Patrick with wal acted 
proper Powers, and ſent him into /reland to propa- fugas an 
gate the Chriſtian Faith, and to eſtabliſh the Inhabi- 3 
rants in the Belief of the Gofpel. It was obſerved be- 
fore, that St. Patrick was brought a Captive from France 
into Ireland by Mall, in the ninth Year of his Reign, 
and that this Saint was then a Youth of fixteen Years 
of Age. Niall after his Victories in France, and his 
Return home with his Captives, enjoyed the Crown 
Nannn cigh- 
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WYV eightcen Years: Dathy, as we have ſaid before, was his 
Succeſſor, and he reigned three and twenty Years. Now 
by adding the eighteen Years of Mall, after St. Patrick 
arrived in Ireland, to the whole Reign of Dathy, we 
come to the Number of forty one Years; with which, 
if we reckon ſixteen Years, that was the Age of the 
Saint when he was carried into Captivity, and join to 
them four Years of the Reign of Lavgarre, it is evi- 
dent that St. Patrick was fixty one Years of Age when 
Pope Celeſtine ſent him into Ireland to convert the 
Country, and introduce Chriſtianity among the Inha- 
bitants. 

do bi don And to confirm this Computation, we have as Evi- 

padznugod dence, the concurring Teſtimony of a Book intitled, 
re ries i Martyrologium, which aſſerts, that St. Patrick was ſix- 
zen Fug ſcore and two Years of Age when he died; which proves 

__ that his Age was ſixty and one Years when he arrived 

in /reland to execute his Commiſſion, and preach the 
Goſpel; for it is beyond Diſpute that he continued in 
the Country ſixty one Years in converting the Inha- 
bitants before his Death. But St. Patrick was not the 
firſt Perſon deputed by Pope Celeſtine to recommend 
the Chriſtian Faith to the ih; for Palladius, a Bi- 
ſhop, was ſent before him in the Year four hundred 
and thirty, as the venerable Bede in his Eugliſh Annals 
particularly mentions: His Expreſſion is, Auno Dnadrin- 
genteſimo triceſimo Palladins ad Scotos in Chriſtum creden- 
tes a Celeſtino Papa primus mittttur Epiſcopus: Palladius 
was the firſt Biſhop that was ſent by Pope Celeſtine to 
the Chriſtian Scots. The Arrival of this Prelate in the 
Ifland was in the third Year of the Reign of Laogazre, 
which was the Year preceding the landing of St. Patrick 
as his Succeſſor on the ſame important Negotiation. 

cz pal Palladins in this Expedition was attended by twelve 

3 her Clergymen; with them he arrived in /reland and landed 
in the North Part of the Province of Leinſter at a 
Place called Inbher Deaghadb. Here he erected three 
Churches, which he conſecrated, and dedicated them 
to three eminent Saints. The firſt was called Cllfiune 
where he depoſited his Books and ſome valuable Relics 
of the Apoſtles St. Peter and St. Paul; the ſecond was 
Teach na Romhanach; and the third had the Name of 
Dombnach Arda. When he had finiſhed the Solemnity 
of Conſecration, and before he had an Opportunity of 
making any Number of Proſelytes among the Inhabitants, 


he 
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he was ſeized by NMathi, the Son of Garchon, a violent 
Bigotfor the old Pagan Religion, who had the principal 
Command in that Part of the Country, and obliged 
Palladims and his Followers to abandon their Deſign, 
and quit the Iſland to preſerve their Lives. 

One Year after the Expulſion of Palladius, St. Patrick, neon 
not diſcouraged by the ill Fortune of his Predeceſſor, ae 
came into /reland, and reſolving to proſecute his De“ 
ſigns with Vigour and a Chriſtian Zeal, he brought 
over with him four and twenty of the Roman Clergy to 
aſſiſt him in his Undertaking. This Account is in ſome 
Meaſure oppoſed by Henricus Anti/iodorenſis, who, in the 
Life of $7. Germanus in the hundred and twenty eighth 
Chapter, aſſerts, that St. Parrick brought with him 
thirty Holy Men of the Epiſcopal Order, and diſpers'd 
them over the Country, Theſe are the Words of that 
Author, Benedittus Patricius itinere longo de regione longin- 
gua peratto, & preſenta ſua ſuos exhilarabat, & trigmta 
Epiſcopos ex tramſinarinis partibus congregatos, & a ſe con- 1 
ſecratos in Domini meſſem, eo quod eſet multa & opera- 4 
rii pauci, deſtinabat. The Bleſſed St. Patrick having fi- 
mſh'd his Journey from a very diſtant Country, not only do ommos | 
comforted his Followers by his Preſence, but he appointed cane . I 
thirty Biſhops whom he had gather d together from the - 5 — | 
Paris beyond Sea, after he had conſecrated them, into the pancunE o 
Lord's Harveſt, becauſe it was great and the Labourers | ? 
were few. From hence it appears, that H. Patrick pro- 
poſed to himſelf the Converſion of the whole Iſland, 
which it was impoſſible for him to accompliſh in his 
own Perſon, and therefore he brought over with him 
a Number of pious and learned Aſſociates to carry on 
the Work, and the more effectually to propagate the 
Faith; and when he arrived in the Country, he in- 
quired after thoſe Scors, who had embraced the Goſ- 
pel from the Preaching of Palladius, whom he received 
into Communion, and ordained Laws and Canons for 
regulating his Converts, and forming them into Diſ- 
cipline; which Injunctions were religiouſly obſerv'd by 
the Iriſb Chriſtians throughout the Kingdom, for four 
hundred Years after the Death of St. Patrick until the 
Iſland was invaded by the Danes. About the Time 
that this /71/þ Apoſtle enter'd upon the Execution of 
his Office, there was a Mint erected at Ardmagh and 
Caſhel, and Mony coined for the Service of the State. 
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Henricus Antiſiodorenſis above-mentioned, in his one 
hundred ſeventy fourth Chapter, aſſerts, that St. Pa- 
zrick laid out the whole Kingdom into certain 
Diviſions, and diſpoſed the Inhabitants, their Cattle, 
their Goods, and all their Effects, into ſuch a Method 
that he knew the Produce of all the Land, and under- 
ſtood the private Fortune, and the Abilities of all the 
People. The Tenth not only of the Fruits of the Earth 


dora red%\> hut of the Inhabitants, their Cattle and their Subſtance 
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he ſeparated for the Support of the Clergy ; the Men 
he ordained into ſome religious Order of the Romiſh 
Church, the Women he ſetrled in Convents and Nun- 
neries by themſelves; for he had erected Monaſteries 
and other Structures for their Reception, and appointed a 
ſufficient Revenue for their conſtant Support. This Au- 
thor is expreſs to this Purpoſe, where he delivers himſelf 
in this Manner: Ommes ergo mares Monachos, foemmas ſanctas 
Momiales efficiens, numeroſa Monaſteria edifieavit, decimam- 
gue portionem terrarum ac pecudum eorum ſuſtentationt aſſig- 
navit, He built a great Number of Monaſteries for the 
Convenience of the Men whom he made Monks, and of the 
Women whom he ſeparated as Nuns, and aſſignd the tenth 
Part of the Lands, and of the Cattle for their Mainte- 


nance. The ſame Writer obſerves farther upon this 


Subject, that by the Order and prudent Management 
of St. Patrick, there was not the leaſt Part to be found 
in the whole Kingdom, that did not abound with reli- 
gious Perſons of exemplary Piety, whoſe Devotion and 
Holy Life were admir'd and had in Reverence amon 
the neighbouring Nations, who uſually diſtinguiſh'd 
the Country of Ireland by the Name of the Iſland of Saints. 

Noanins, a Welſh Author, in his Hiſtory of Wales be- 
{tows great Encomiums upon St. Patrick, and among 
other Excellencies of his Character relates, Eccleſias 3 5 5 
fundavit, Epiſcopos ordmnavit eodem numero 355; Preſby- 
zeros autem uſque ad tria millia ordinavit; He founded 
three hundred and fifty frve Churches, he conſecrated the 
fame Number of Biſhops; but for Preſbyters he ordained \ 
three thouſand of them, The Teſtimony of this Writer 
is confirm'd by the Authority of an old Poet, who de- 
livers the ſame Account in the following Lines. 


The Bleſſd St. Patrick, with his prieſtly Hands, 
The Rite of Conſecration did confer 


I Upon 
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Upon the moſt religious of his Clergy ; YN 
Three hundred and fifty five in Number. 
He likewiſe for the Service of the Church 
As many ſacred Structures did erect; 
And Presbyters ordain d three thouſand. 


_— 
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If it ſhould ſeem improbable and not eaſy to be cre-voy tins 
dited, that ſo great a Number of Biſhops ſhould be r 5» 
conſecrated and diſpoſed in the Ifland at one Time by — 
St. Patrict, let the Teſtimony of St. Bernard be ad- 
mitted to take off this Difficulty, who treating in the 
Life of St. Malachias concerning the eccleſiaſtical Cu- 
ſtoms and Diſcipline originally eſtabliſhed in the 1 
Church, makes uſe of this Expreſſion, Mwutantur & mul- 
2 Epiſcopi pro libutu Metropolitani; ita ut unus 

iſcopatus uno non eſſet contentus, ſed ſingulæ pen? Eccle- 

FA ſingulos haberent Epiſcopos: The Biſhops are changed 
and muluplied at the Mill and Diſcretion of the Metrops- 
litan; fo that one Biſhoprick was not content with one Bi- 
Shop, but every particular Church was governed by its own 
particular Biſhop. From the Teſtimony of this Writer 
it appears, that the Biſhops of Ireland were very nu- 
merous when Chriſtianity began to be eſtabliſhed in y 
the Time of St. Patrict; and indeed the Neceſſity of 
the Church, that was then in her Infancy, required 
the joint Endeavours of many faithful Paſtors to com- 
poſe and qualify the Minds of new Converts, and to 
uard againſt the Attempts of the great Enemy of Man- 
Find, whoſe Kingdom was ſhaken by the Zeal and De- 
votion of theſe Prelates, and in apparent Danger of 
being overthrown. And, as a farther Evidence upon | 
this Subject, let it be conſidered, that the ancient Re- 
cords of the Kingdom inform us, that every Deanery 
in the Iſland had a Biſhop to preſide over it: And the 
old Chronicles relate, that St. Patrick conſecrated two 
Archbiſhops in the Country; the Archbiſhop of Ard- 
magh, who was Primate of all /reland, and the Arch- 
biſhop of Caſhel: The firſt of theſe Prelatcs exerciſed 
a Plenitude of Power over the whole Kingdom, eſpe- 
cially his Juriſdiction extended over Leath Cuinn; the ag And e- 
other had Authority over Leath Modha, but in Obe- af bug oo 
dience and ſubordinate to the Primate and Metropolitan. ect n 

The Reaſon of this Diſtribution of eccleſiaſtical Pow- emi. 
er ſeems to be becauſe the Sovereignty of the Kingdom 
was in Poſſeſſion of the royal Line of Heremon; of 
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ou whoſe Poſterity was the Monarch then reigning, Las- 
gaire, the Son of Mall, the renowned Hero of the 
nine Hoſtages. There were many Perſonages of Rank 
and Quality deſcended from the royal Branches of this 
Family, who became early Converts to the Chriſtian 
Faith, and received the Initiation of Baptiſm from the 
Hands of St. Patrick upon his firſt Publication of the 
Goſpel. The moſt eminent of theſe moſt noble Pro- 
ſelytes were Egan and Conall, who with the principal 
Relations of his Family inſiſted, that the metropoliti- 
cal Church that was to preſide over the Kingdom ſhould 
be erected and cRabliſhed at Leath Cum, and ſhould 
have the Precedency, and exerciſe a juriſdiction in Spi- 
rituals over all the Biſhops in the Iſland ; and this Pri- 
vilege they were the more importunate to obtain, be- 
cues they had the ſupreme Command over the King- 
dom at that Time, and they were willing that the new 
Archiepiſcopal See ſhould be honoured with the ſame 
Rights and Dignities, and be equally extenſive with 
their temporal Power. For the ſame Reaſon it was, 
that the Deſcendents from the Line of Heber Foun de- 
ſired and obtained from St. Patrick that the See in the 
ſecond Degree of Juriſdiction and Authority ſhould be 
appointed in the Diviſion of the Country, which 
x 3.4 injoy'd, and wherein they had the ſupreme Com- 
mand; and accordingly the Archiepiſcopal Dioceſe of 
_ Caſhel in Leath Modha was eſtabliſhed, becauſe there 
lay the Eſtate of that illuſtrious Family, who were 
inveſted with great Immunities and Privileges in theſe 
Parts, which they were in Poſſeſſion of from the Reign 
of Conn, and exerciſed under the ſucceſſive Monarchs 
of the Kingdom: And this receives an additional Evi- 
dence from the Teſtimony of the moſt authentick Records 
of the Iſland; which not only mention the Archbiſhop 
of Caſhel under the Title of the Archbiſhop of Munſter, 
but likewiſe he is particularly called the Archbiſhop of 
Leath Modha in the ancient Records. 

Some have imagined that /mhoch Jobhair was the 
Seat of an Archbiſhop in the Time of St. Patrick, but 
the Reaſon of this Conjecture aroſe evidently from 
hence, that the Archbiſhop and his Clergy of Caſhel 
were violently baniſhed from Caſhel by the victorious 

Danes, who had almoſt ſubdued the whole King- 
| dom, and ſupported themſelves in their Conguelis 
by the moſt barbarous Outrages and military Executi- 


ONS, 


IREL AND 


ons. Maolſeacablin, the Son of Mulrony had fixed him 


ſelf in Poſſeſſion of Meath in the Reign of Mall Caille 
over Ireland, and Olchabhair had ſeized upon the Govern- 
ment of Munſter, and Seated himſelf in that Pro- 
vince; and Turgeſius, the Daniſh General, had ſpread 
a Terror over the whole Kingdom, and by his Arms 
was in Command of exceeding large Territories. The 
Country labouring under the heavy Yoke of theſe Fo- 
reigners, and the Inhabitants flying from their Settle- 
ments to preſerve their Lives, it may be ſuppoſed with 
great Reaſon, that Foranan, who then was Primate of 
Ardmach, retired from Caſhel with his Clergy for their 
Security, and abſconded at [mich Jobhair to conceal 
themſelves from the Cruelty of the Danes, who in their 
Plunderings, obſerved no Diſtinction of ſacred Perſons 


and Things, but moſt dreadfully ravaged the Country, 


and forced the Inhabitants into Slavery: In this Soli- 
tude, that was defended by thick Woods and dangerous 
Boggs, did this Primate and his College of Clergy take 
up their Reſidence during the Tyranny of the merci- 
leſs Danes, which continued a long Time, and reduced 
theſe moſt you and excellent Divines to great Miſe- 
ries and Diſtreſs. 

Nor does it appear from the ancient Annals of the 
Kingdom, that there were originally conſtituted any 
more Archbiſhops in /re/and than the Primate of Ard- 
mach and the Archbiſhop of Ca/he/. But the Number 
afterwards increaſed; for in the Year of our Lord, one 


thouſand one hundred and fifty two, the Roman Cardi- 


nal Johannes Papiron made a Voyage into Ireland at- 
tended by Giolla Crioft q Conarre, Biſhop of Liſinore, who 
was commiſſioned with a Legantine Authority from the 
Pope. When they arrived, they ſummon'd a general 
Convocation of the Clergy, and aſſembled at Ceananus 
in Meath; and in this Convention an Archbiſhop was 
conſecrated for the City of Dublin, and another con- 
ſecrated and appointed for the Dioceſe of Tuam: Theſe 
Prelates in this eccleſiaſtical Aſſembly obtained a Pal- 
hum, as will be particularly expreſs'd hereafter from 
the Authority of the Iriſh Annals, that were originally 
written at Cluain Aidnach. 


In the Reign of Laogaire, King of Ireland, it was, 


as was before obſerved, that St. Patrick entered upon 
the Execution of his miniſterial Office, and began to 
introduce the Goſpel in the Kingdom; at which Time 

03 Aongus, 
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anus, the Son of Nadfaoch, was King of Munſter, 
This Prince being informed that St. Patrick was propa- 
oating the Faith in ſome Part of that Province, reſolved 
to apply himſelf to him in Perſon; and went with his 
Retinue as far as Magh Feimbin, where he found him 
preaching ; he invited him to his royal Seat at Caſhel, 
where Aongus was inſtructed in the Chriſtian Principles, 
and was admitted by Baptiſm into the Communion of 
the Church. This Tranſaction is expreſily upon Re- 
cord in the Life of St. Patrick a where 
are theſe Words, Dum vero Momoniam proficiſceretur ve- 
wit obviam ei Rex Momonie Aongus, Filius Nadſraoch, 
in Campo Feimblin, in Terra Deiſi, eumque duxit in Crot- 
tatem regalem, nomine Caiſil, que eſt in Regione Eoganacht, 
ibique credidii Rex Aongus & babtizatus eft : When Ft. Pa- 
trick went about the Province of Munſter, Aongus, the 
Hon of Nadfraoich, the King of Munſter, went to meet 
him at Magh Feimhin, in the Lands of the Deiſies, and 
Joyfully conveyed him to the royal City of Caſhel, which 18 
in the Country of Eoganacht, where the King believed and 
was baptized. The ſame Writer gives an Account of a 
Misfortune that hapned at the Time when the Kin 
was ſtanding at the Font, and relates that St. Patrick 
ſtriking the End of his Epiſcopal Staff, that was defend- 
ed with a Spike of Iron, with ſome Vehemence, de- 
ſigning to fix it in the Ground, he ſtruck it thro' the 
Foot of the King, which put him into great Diſorder, 
but notwithſtanding the acute Pain he ſuffered, and the 
Abundance of Blood which flowed from the Wound, 
he had that Regard for the Religion, into which he 
was baptized, that he would not ſtir from the Place till 
the Solemnity of the Office was finiſhed. This Tranſ- 
action is tranſmitted by the ſame Authority in the fol- 
lowing Words, Cumque Santtus Patricius Regem ſtando 
benedixiſſet, d baculi ſandti fia eſt in Pede Regis. 
While St. Patrick was pronouncing the Benediction over the 
King, that was ſtanding to recerve it, the Point of the ſa- 
cred Staff was fixed in the King's Foot. From the Teſti- 
mony of this Writer it appears that it was Hongus, the 
Son of Madſraoch, who had his Foot transfixed with the 
Epiſcopal Staff, notwithſtanding it is the Opinion of 
ſome, that the Perſon who received this Wound was 
Kogan, the Son of Mall, King of Ufer; and as an in- 
diſputable Evidence upon this Occaſion, the Hiſtory of 
Leath Cuinn, very ancient, and of great Authority, 
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gives the ſame Account in the Verſes following, that 


were compoſed by the celebrated Poet Ta 6 Mulco- 
naire. 


His royal Foot transfix'd, the guſhing Blood 
Enrich'd the Pavement with a noble Flood. 


Aongus, the King of Munſter, had a numerous Iſſue ; eeatrg 2 
for his Children were four and twenty Sons and as Ee mae 
many Daughters; and he ſhewed that Regard to the Gab mes 
Piety and Inſtitutions of St. Parrick, that he devoted a 4g Aor- 
twelve of each Sex to the Service of God, and confined®” 
them to a religious and monaſtick Life. This Prince 
ſettled a fixed Revenue upon St. Patrick and the Clergy 
of Ireland to ſecure them from Poverty, and the Con- 
tempt of the Pcople; he ordained that every Perſon 
that was admitted to Baptiſm within the Province of 
Munſter ſhould pay three Pence for the Service of the 
Church; but the King conſidering that it would be 
inconvenient, for the Clergy to collect their Fees them- 
ſelves, and divert them from the conſcientious Diſ- 
charge of their Office, ordered by Law, that this Tax 
ſhould be paid into the King's Exchequer, who in con- 
ſideration of it, obliged himſelf and his Succeſſors to 
deliver to the Convents and religious Houſes founded 
by St. Patrick, five hundred Cows, five hundred Bars 
of Iron, five hundred Shirts, five hundred Mantles, and 
five hundred Sheep, which were to be duly provided 
every Year for the Support and Maintenance of the 
Clergy; and this triennial Tribute was conſtantly paid 
into the Treaſury of the Province, till the Time of 
Cormac mac Cullenan. 

There is an Account to be found in the Red Book of 
Mac Eogane, that Aongus, the Son of Nadfravich, King 
of Munſter, was a pious Prince, that he retained two 
Biſhops, ten Prieſts and ſeventy two Perſons of other 
religious Orders.to attend upon him in his Court, 
to ſay Maſs in his Chapel royal, and to offer up Pray 
ers to Heaven for the Happineſs of himſelf and the 
whole Kingdom, and this he did by the Direction of 
St. Patrick, who was the ſpiritual Guide of this Prince, 
and kept up the Spirit of Devotion in the Court of 
Munſter, Peng the Reign of Laogaire, the Son of M- 

all, King of Ireland. 1 5 | 
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Bryen, the Son of Eochaidb Moidhmeodhin, had twen- 
ty four Sons in the Reign of Laogaire, the Iriſh Monarch, 
and at the Time that St. Patrick was executing his Com- 
miſſion in the Kingdom, The principal of theſe Bro- 
thers was Eichin, who had a large Territory, and was 
of greateſt Authority in the Province of Conacht, To 
him St. Patrick applied himſelf with a Deſign to re- 
commend the Chriſtian Faith, and convert him from 
the Pagan Religion. But this Prince was a violent Bi- 
got for the Idolatry of his Anceſtors, and inſtead of 
receiving the holy Miſſionary with Reverence ſuitable 
to his Character, he was ſo tranſported with Paſſion, 
that he fell upon him, and beat him without Mercy; 
and not contented with this Barbarity, he commanded 
his Brothers that were with him to correct him with 
Blows, and ſhew him no Favour. The Brothers obey- 
ed the Orders, and inhumanly cudgelled the Saint, and 
bruiſed him all over his Body; but the youngeſt, whoſe 
Name was Duach Galach, was moved with Compaſſion, 
and not only refuſed to ſtrike him, but comforted him 
under his Misfortune, and took Care of his Wounds, 
and entertained him honourably at his own Houſe. 
This Civility was ſo gratefully received by St. Patrick, 
that as ſoon as he was able to go abroad, he went to 
the barbarous Eichin, and expoſtulated boldly with him 
concerning the Severity of his Uſage; and as an 
exemplary Vengeance from Heaven for treating the 
Ambaſſador of Chr:/# with Stripes and Contempt, he 
predicted to his Face, that neither himſelf nor an 
of his cruel Brothers, or of the Poſterity deſcended 
from them, ſhall ever arrive at the princely Dignity, 
or have the Honour to wear a Crown; but the youngeſt 
Brother, the compaſſionate Duach Galach, who treated 
him with Veneration and Humanity, for the Sake of the 
Great God, whoſe Commiſſioner he was, ſhould ſit up- 
on a Throne, and his Deſcendents inherit the ſame 
Bleſſing and Honour for many Ages. When the young 
Prince heard of this Prophecy, that was of that Impor- 
tance to himſelf and his Family, he ſolemnly engaged 
to St. Patrick, that he would obey his Commands in 
whatever he injoined him; which Submiſſion was ſo 
acceptable to the Prophet, that he gave him his Bene- 
diction, and aſſured him of the Truth of what he had 
foretold, that he himſelf ſhould fit upon a Throne, 
and the Crown lineally deſcend to his Poſterity. 


It 
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It was four hundred and thirty Years after the Birth WYW 
of Chriſt when St. Patrick opened his Commiſſion in 
Ireland, which was in the fourth Year of the Reign of 
Laogarre, as before-mentioned. He continued in [re- any d 
land ſixty one Years, propagating the Chriſtian Doctrines = can. 
with Reſolution and Succeſs, which Number of Years > — 
being added to the four hundred and thirty above, make uro. 
four hundred and ninety two from the Beginning of the 
Chriſtian Ara to the Death of that /z/þ Apoſtle ; who, 
as we are inform'd in the Account of his Life, was ſixty 
one Years preaching the Goſpel in the Iſland, and work- 
ing Miracles for the Confirmation of the Religion he re- 
commended. This Computation is ſupported by the 
Cp naps. ta oy of an ancient Poet of good Au- 


thority, who has tranſmitted the Account in theſe Ver- 
ſes ſubjoin'd. 


The holy Saint with Zeal and Chriſtian Courage 
Did propagate the Goſpel of his Maſter 

For one and ſixty Tears, and Miracles 
Perform d, ſtrong Evidence of Truth, 


If it ſhould be queſtioned whether there are any 
ſuch Verſes upon Record in the Life of St. Patrick that 
is handed down to the preſent Times, let it be con- 
ſidered that we are informed by a Manuſcript Chro- 
nicle of Antiquity, that ſixty four Perſons have ſeve- 
rally written the Life of this reverend Miſhonary ; and don hug- 
no Doubt there is ſome Difference to be obſerved in 91977597 
their Relations; therefore it is not to be wonder'd that now Pas- 
ſome particular Tranſactions and Miracles of that Saint 5 
are expreſſed in ſome of theſe Lives that are omit- 
ted in others; but the Authority of the whole is not to 
be overthrown for this Reaſon, which would be a ſe- 
vere Execution, and was never put in Practice in judg- 
ing of the Truth of other Hiſtories. : 

In the Reign of Laogaire King of Ireland, Dub- 
thach, the Son of Lughazrr, a Poet retained by Feargus, 
and Roſa the Son of Trichim, recommended to St. Pa- 
zrick, the Examination of the Chronicles and Genea- 
logies of the Kingdom, and ſubmitted them to his 
Correction; but the Saint modeſtly refuſed to act in 
a Matter of this Importance, upon his own Judgment, 
becauſe he was not. throughly acquainted with the An- 


tiquities 


3 


336 The GENERAL HISTORY of 


OI tiquitics of the Ifland, and the Pedigrees of the Fa- 
milies; and therefore he addreſs'd himſelf to Laogarre, 
and defired him to iſſue out his royal Mandate for a 
Convocation of the principal Clergy, Hiſtorians and 
Antiquaries of the Kingdom, and in the Writs to expreſs 
the Time and Place of their Meeting. The King 
was well pleaſed with the Method, and accordingly 
order'd out his Summons, and the moſt eminent of the 
three Profeſſions met and aſſembled in Convocation. 
The ſeveral Genealogies and the old Records were pro- 
duced before the Convention, who examined into their 
Authority with great Care and Exactneſs, but conſider- 

+ ing the Number of the Members that compoſed the 
Aſſembly, and the Difficulty, and the Time that would 
be imployed if every particular Perſon was to read over 
the whole, and give his Opinion; it was agreed by 
Conſent, - that a ſelect Committee of Mue ſhould be 
appointed, to whom the Purgation and Amendment 
of the Chronicles ſhould be committed, and their Cor- 
rections ſhould receive a Sanction from the whole A(- 
ſembly. The Ne deputed upon this Occaſion were 
three learned Kings, three eminent Prelates, and three 
of the moſt accompliſſ'd Antiquaries : The three Kings 
were Laogarre the Son of Mall, the Hero of the ine 
Hoſtages; Daire King of Uſſter, and Cork King of Mun- 

er. The Chriſtian Biſhops were St. Parrick, the pious 
Binen, and the judicious Cairnach; the Antiquaries were 
Dubhbthach, Feargus and Roſa. By this learned Com- 
mittee were the Genealogies of the principal Families 
and the ancient Records of the Kingdom carefully ex- 
amined and purged of all ſpurious Relations, and then 
diſpoſed into the Archives of the Iſland as a venerable and 
authentick Collection, whoſe Veracity was to be relied 
upon, and was never queſtioned by future Ages, who 
called this Body of Records the Great Antiquity. This 
Convocation, and the ſele& Committee who had the 
particular Inſpection of theſe Affairs, are tranſmitted 
by an ancient Poet in theſe Lines that follow, 


p The learned Authors of thoſe choice Records 

| Which for their Truth are called the Great Antiquity, 
Mere nine, ſelected by the Convocation, 

] For Wiſdom and Integrity renown'd ; 

q Three Kings, three Prelate, and three Antiquaries : 

N The Prelates were the moſt devout St. Patrick, 
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The pious Binen, and the wiſe Cairneach ; WYNY 
The Kings, were Laogaire, the Iriſh Monarch; 
A Prince in Heraldry exactiy Skill'd ; 
Join d with him was the judicious Daire, 
The warlike King of Ulſter ; the third 
A Prince for Letters and for martial Acts 
Was famous, his Name was Corc, the potent King 
of Munſter : Three Antiquaries next ſurvey d 35 
Theſe old Records, and purg d them by their Skill ; 4 we 
The faithful Dubhthach, and the Sage Feargus. 
And Roſa, nicely versd in foreign Tongues. 
Theſe nine perus'd the Annals of their Anceſtors, 
Eras'd the Errors, the Effefts of Fraud, 
Or Ignorance, and by the Teſt of Truth 
Examin'd, they eſtabliſh'd the Records 
And every Pedigree of noble Blood ; 
And thus corrected they deſtend to us 
Unworthy Iſſue of our brave Progenitors. 


— 2 


The Annals and Records being thus perus'd and re- 
form'd by the Care and Learning of this ſelect Commit- 
tee; the King, by the Conſent of the Nobility, ordain'd 
that they ſhould be committed to the Truſt of the reve- 
rend Prelates of the Kingdom, who had them tran- 
ſcribed in legible Characters, and laid up in their 
principal Churches for the Benefit of Poſterity. There 
are many of theſe venerable Manuſcripts preſerved to 
the preſent Times, and many Copies of them found | 
in - Cuſtody of the curious at this Day: Such are - | 
the Book of Ardmach, the Pſalter of Caſhel, the Book toms lea- l 
of Gleann da loch, the Book called in the /7;/þ Languge Wroming 
Leabhar na Huaidhchongabhala, the Treatiſe of Cluam as le Pre- 
mac Naois, the Book of Fontan Cluana Haighneach, the \ddibeimon. 1 
yellow Book of Moling, the black Book of Molazga, and . 
ſeveral ancient Tracts that relate to the Antiquities of 
the Kingdom, which have afforded great Aſſiſtance in 
the Collection of this Hiſtor x. rg he 
And farther, that the Annals, the Genealogies, and 
Chronicles of the Kingdom might be preſerved incor- 
rupt without Falſhood or Interpolations, it was eſtabliſh- 
ed by Law, that the Subſtance and the moſt important 
Tranſactions ſhould be tranſcribed once in every three 
Years into the royal Pſalter of Tara, after they had been 
examined and received a Sanction from the Approbation of 
the great Aſſembly of the Kingdom. But the particular 
Account of theſe triennial Conventions, and the Na- 
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ture of their Debates, have been mentioned when we 
ſpoke of the Reign of Cormac the {:/þ Monarch, 
and therefore will be proſecuted no farther in this 
Place. LO 

The principal Authors who treated of the Affairs of 
Ireland in the Pagan Times were theſe nmr > Amer- 
gin Glungeal, Sean Macaighe, Brigh Bannghdar, from 
whom the Word Brigbe in the [r:/þ Language is be- 
come proverbial, Conla Caom Bhreathach, the famous 
Antiquary of the Province of Conacht, Seanchan Mac 
Cuil Chlaoin, and the learned Facthna his Son, Seanchan, 
the Son of Oiliolla, Moran, the Son of Maain, Feargus 
Fianaidhe in Kerry, Luachra, Feircheairtine, a celebrated 
Poet, Meidbe, the Son of Aabna, Auberne, the Son of 
Ambhnas, Feargus, a Poet of Note, the Son of Aubirne, 
Neara the Son of Fiounchuil from Hiodubh, Seadamus, 
the Son of Moruinn, Fearadhach Fiomnfathach, the prin- 
cipal Author of the Wi/dom of the King of Ireland, HF- 
thall Feargus, a good Poet, Ro/a, the Son of Tirchin, 
and Dubhthach o Lugair ; theſe three laſt mentioned de- 
liverd the Annals and publick Records of the King- 
dom to St. Patrick to be reviſed by him, which he re- 
fuſed to correct by his own Judgment, without the 
Aſſiſtance of the moſt learned Profeſſors in the King- 
dom. 

In the Times of Paganiſm it was ordained by Law, 
that if any publick Antiquary had deviated from the 
Truth in any State Rod, or in the private Genealo- 
gy of a Family, he was immediately degraded and not 
allowed for the future to act in his Profeſſion: If a 
Judge thro? Ignorance or Corruption pronounced un- 
juſt Judgment, he was never afterwards permitted to 
fit in the Courts of Juſtice. And there ſeems to be 
good Authority to believe, that there were ſeveral conco- 
mitant Marks and Symptoms that attended the Sentence 
of the Judge, either in his own Perſon or in ſome other 


remarkable way, whereby it was publickly known whether 


the Decree pronounced was conſiſtent with Juſtice or not; 
particularly we are informed by good Evidence, that 
when an Iriſb Judge, called Sean Macaigbe, delivered 
an unjuſt Sentence, there broke out viſibly many large 
Bliſters npon his' right Cheek, but when he was up- 


right in his Judgment, the Skin remained ſmooth, and 


no Puſtules appeared. | * | 
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The celebrated Conula Cavin Breathach adminiſtre dd 
Juſtice. with the ſtricteſt Equity, was Proof againſt the elde io 
Corruption of Bribes, and delivered his Sentence with · co breatea- 
out Affection or Prejudice. Seaucha Macuil was a Per-1, he "34. 
ſon of conſummate Wiſdom and Integrity, and when Bacafa 
he preſided in Courts of Juſtice, and was to pro- 
nounce his Decree, he always faſted the Night before, 
and when his Son Fachina, who was a Judge in thoſe 
Times, was unjuſt in his Deciſion of Cauſes, if it was 
in the Time of Harveſt, a very remarkable Event enſu- 
ed; for upon the Night following all the Acorns would 
fall from the Trees in thar Part of the Country, which 
was a great Misfortune to the Inhabitants; and if his 
Decree was conſiſtent with Juſtice, no Calamity enſued, 
but the Oaks retained their Fruit: It was obſerved, 
that if a Judge was corrupt in his Adminiſtration in 
the Spring, when the Trees were in Bloſſom, the Cows 
forgot their natural Inſtinct, and would not bear their 
Calves to remain near them: And the famous Moran, 
the Son of Man, who was one of the principal Judges 
of the Kingdom, when he ſat upon the Bench to ad- 
miniſter Juſtice, put the miraculous Chain, called 
in the Iriſb Language Joaba Morain, about his Neck, 
which was attended with that wonderful Vertue, that 
if the Judge pronounced an unjuſt Decree, the Chain 
would inſtantly contract itſelf, and encompaſs the Neck 
ſo cloſe, that it would be almoſt impoſſible to brearh, 
but if he delivered a juſt Sentence, it would open it 
ſelf, and hang looſe upon the Shoulders. == 
A certain diſtinguiſh'd Evidence of Truth or Faſhood 
was likewiſe obſerved to attend upon the Hiſtorians and 
public Notaries of the Kingdom, which reſtrained them 
from corrupting the genuine Chronicles or altering the 
Genealogies of private Families; but the particular Signs 
that followed cannot be diſcovered at this Diſtance of 
Time, becauſe many Records of Moment are loſt, from 
whence we might expect Information upon this Subject: 
8 77 the =_ reef ” prove by x Au- 
thority of the Iriſh Annals, and the ic Manuſeripts, 
E oh Hah 1 to confirm the Hiſtories of a 
Nations; and perhaps it would be no more than Truth r bo | 
to affirm, that no People except the Jews, whoſe Wri-irang. 
ters were divinely inſpired, have more genuine or earlier 
Accounts of the Concerns of their Anceſtors than the 
Chronicles and ancient Records that give Being » 
5 | | e 
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che preſent Hiſtory; and for this Reaſon among many 
others, becauſe no Nation in the World could poſſibl 
be more exact in preſerving their Records, and nat 
mitting them wager to Poſterity than the ancient 
Iriſh, eſpecially conſidering they were corrected and 
confirmed by the moſt pious and learned Prelates of 
the Chriſtan Church in that Kingdom. 

Laogaire, the Son of Mall, King of - Ireland, ſum- 
mon'd a great Convention to aſſemble at Tara after 
the Cuſtom of his Anceſtors; and when the principal 

Nobility, Gentry and the moſt learned Antiquaries met 
at the Time and Place appointed, the ancient Laws 
and Records were read over, and when they were purg- 
ed and corrected, and the new Statutes were rankerit- 
ed and added, they were depoſited in the moſt ſa- 
cred Aftchives as a Body of Laws to be conſulted 
_ Occaſions for the Adminiſtration of Juſtice, for 
r e Government and public Happineſs of the King- 

om. 

When this Parliament aſſembled, the King of [re- 
land kept his Court in a royal Palace, which was ar- 
pointed only for his own Uſe and the Reception of his 
Attendants, and this was called the Houſe of Miodb- 
chuarta: The King of every Province in the Iſland had 

do teas likewiſe a Houſe aſſigned for the Convenience of him- 
dae hog ſelf and his Retinue: The King of Munſter lived in 
— 2 the Houſe called in the [-:/þ Language Lung Muimbne- 
ach; for the Word Lung ſignifies a Houſe, which being 
joined to Mummhneach, implies the Munſter Houſe: The 
King of Leinſter had for his Uſe Lung Laighneach or 
the Leinſter Houſe: The Houſe where the King of Co- 
nacht reſided was known by the Name of Coiſirchon- 
nachtach ; and the Palace of the King of Uſfer was call- 

ed Eachruis Uladh. 

There were three other Houſes at Tara that were 
built for the Uſe of the Publick; the firſt was called 
Caircair na Ngiall, which was a ſtrong Building, where 
the ſtate Priſoners were kept and ſecured ; the ſecond was 
called Realta Nabhfileadh, where the Judges, the Anti- 

a gduaries and the Poets of the Kindom aflembled to de- 
i | cide Suits at Law, to impoſe Fines and Puniſhments up- 
on Delinquents, and to. regulate and adjuſt the Cu- 
ſtoms of the Country; the third was a noble Edifice, 
called Grianan. na Mingbean, where the Provincial 
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Queens and the Ladies their Attendants reſided during 
the Aſſembly, and kept a very ſplendid Court. But 
notwithſtanding this Structure was only one Houſe, yet 
every Princeſs had a ſeparate Apartment magnificently 
fitted up; which n ee in a great Meafire to the 
Splendor and Gallantry of that triennial Convention. 
The Provincial Kings, it has been obſerved, had 
their ſeparate Houſes during the fitting of the Parlia- 
ment at Tara; but when they aſſembled upon the Buſi- 
neſs of the Kingdom, and to enact or repeal Laws for 
the Benefit of the publick, they met in the great Houſe 
of Mudhchuart, oh 
State, where every Member of the Aſſembly fat ac- 
cording to his Profeſſion and his Quality, without Diſ- 
putes of Precedency or Diſturbance. 
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ere there was a moſt noble Room of 


In the Middle of the Room there was a Throne Se 7 on- 


erected, and under the Canopy was placed the royal 
Chair, where the King of /reland always fat with his 
Back to the Eaſt. The Situation of the Houſe, it muſt 
be obſerved, was directty Eaſt and Weſt. Upon the 
left Hand of the Monarch, fat the King of Munſter; 
the King of Leinſter ſat before the King with his Face 
towards the Throne; the King of Conacht fat behind 
his Back, and the King of Ulſter ſat upon the King's 
Right Hand toward the North ; the principal Nobility 
and Gentry of each Province had their Places ncar the 
Kings they belonged to; ſo that the whole Aſſembly 
made a moſt ſolemn and ſplendid Appearance. The 
Manner of the Sitting of this Parliament is upon Record 
in the Writings of a learned Antiquary in the follow- 


ing Verles, 


The Iriſh Monarch on a royal Throne, | 
Conſpicuous ſat, in the Middle of the Houſe ; 

The Prince of Leinſter in 4 Chair of State 

Was plac d; but with his Back to the Aſſembly, 
His Face towards the King ; behind the Throne 
The Prince of Conacht ſat; towards the South 
Upon the King's left Hand, the Prince of Munſter 
Grac'd the Aſſembly ; and upon the Right 

Sat in his ſplendid Robes the Prince of Ulſter. 


du gad ð g 
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Laogaire, the King of Ireland was diſturbed in his -at lea 
Government by Criomthan, the Son of Eana Cinſalach, $4r4 nr 


who with the Aſſiſtance of the Provincial Troops of 
Leinſter, fought with the Iriſß Army the memorable 
| mo T3; Battel 
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phattel of Al Dara, where the King's Forces were de- 
feated with terrible Slaughter, and himſelf taken Pri- 
ſoner. Ciomiban having the King in his Power would 
not give him his Liberty, unleſs he would promiſe and 
engage with the moſt ſolemn Oaths and Imprecations, 
that he would never attempt to get Poſſeſſion of Boz- 
roimbe, or challenge any Right to it. The King, be- 
ing in his Enemy's Power, thought proper to ſubmit 
to the Conditions, and bound himſelf under the Obli- 
gation of the ſtricteſt Oaths: But when he was releaſed 
he broke through his Engagements, which he inſiſted 
were the Effects of Neceſſity, and extorted from him 
by military Violence. But the Vengeance of Heaven 
ever attending upon the Guilt of Perjury, would not 
be eluded by ſuch ſophiſtical Evaſions; and therefore 
by a Thunderbolt put an End to the Life of the un- 
faithful King at Greallach Dabhull near Liffee, as we 
are inform'd by an old Poet in this Manner. 
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Laogaire, the Son of the renowned Niall, 

Was ſtruck from Heaven in the delightful Plains, 
Near Liffy's fruitful Stream, to Death devoted, 
For violating the Bonds of ſolemn Oaths. 


This was the End of that unfortunate Prince, de- 
ſign'd by Heaven as a perpetual Example to ſucceed- 
ing Kings, who trifle with Treaties and Oaths, and 
imagine they have a diſpenſing Power to cancel the 
Obligations of them at their own Pleaſure, or when 
that wicked Engine, called Reaſons of State, ſeems to 
require it. 

The Conſort of Laogaire was Aongus, Daughter to 
the General, who commanded the Army of King O L:- 
athain, by which Lady he had a Son, whoſe Name was 
Lugbaidh. There is a Relation inſerted in ſome old 
Manuſcripts concerning this Princeſs and her Son, which 
without Doubt is owing to the Bigotry and Superſtition 
of thoſe early Times, which had that Veneration for 
St. Patrick, that almoſt every Action of his Life was 
eſteemed a Miracle; this Tranſaction that follows, it 
muſt be obſerved, is not deſigned to gain Belief, nor 
is it propoſed by relating it in this Hiſtory to put it 
upon the ſame Foot of Certainty and Credit with other 
Particulars, though nothing is impoſhble to God Al- 

mighty; but as it was the Foundation of an ancient 
Cuſtom. 
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Cuſtom practiſed to this Day by the genuine Iiſb, and 
not otherwiſe to be accounted for, it muſt not be omit- 
ted abſolutely: The Story therefore is this. 

St. Patrick, attended by the principal of the /-:/þ 
Clergy, made a Viſit to the Conſort of Laogarre, who 
received them with great Courteſy and Goodneſs, and 
when ſhe had aſſured them of her Eſteem and the 
Continuance of her Favour, ſhe invited them to an En- 
rertainment that was to be provided on Purpoſe as a 
Teſtimony of her Reſpect; for the Queen, it mult be 
conſidered, was baptized by St. Patrick upon her Mar- 
riage, and from that Time had the aint in great Ve- 
neration. The young Prince was placed near his Mo-1,zaw nae 
ther at the Table, who being hungry, and eating ha- taosde ant 
ſtily, he unfortunately attempted to ſwallow a large“ 

Morſel, but after all his Endeavours, it ſtuck faſt in 
his Throat and {topped his Breath. The whole Com- 
pany was aſtoniſhed at this Misfortune, the Court was 
in Confuſion, and the Queen particularly was over- 
whelmed with Grief and was utterly inconſolable. All 
Methods were uſed to open the Paſlage, but without 
Succeſs; ſo that the Prince was given over for loſt be- 
yond Recovery. The Queen finding all human Me- - 
thods ineffectual, addreſs'd her ſelf to St. Patrick, and 
implored his Aſſiſtance in this Diſtreſs, whoſe Prayers 
ro Heaven ſhe thought would reſtore her Son, not- 
withſtanding he ſeemed expiring, and in the very Ago- 
nies of Death. The Sam? immediately ordered the 
Youth to be removed into another Apartment, where 
no Perſon was to be admitted but himſelf. By this 
Time- the Prince to all Appearance was quite dead ; 
which was ſo far from diſcouraging the Endeavours of 
St. Patrick, that he applied himſelf by fervent Prayer 
to Heaven for the Space of three Days and three Nights, 
and continued in that ſupplicaring Poſture without In- 
termiſſion, or refreſhing himſelf by eating or drinking ; 
for he juſtly thought, that the Duty of faſting was a 
neceſſary Attendant upon the Act of Prayer, and add- 
ed an irreſiſtible Force to Devotion. Upon the third deaf wen 
Day (as ſome legendary Writer has corrupted the Story, «16 Ani 
which hitherto is far from being incredible) St. Michael n 
the Archangel, conveyed bimfelf into the Apartment, 
where St. Patrick was proſecuting his Requeſt with great 

| Perſeverance and Importunity, and ſtood before him in 
the Shape of a Pigeon. The Dove immediately accolt- 
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ae the Saint, and after he had informed him, that he was 


Sight. 


 SO0h edome 
mien anfo. 


the Archangel Michael under that humble Appearance, 
he told him, that the Almighty God had heard his Pray- 
ers for the Recovery of the Prince, and had ſent him 
with a Commiſſion to reſtore him to Life: The Pi- 
geon, having declared the Subject of his "Meſſage, re- 
moved to the Body of the Prince, who lay ſtretch'd at 
length upon his Back with his Mouth wide —_ a Po- 
ſture very convenient for the Operation that was to 
follow; for the Dove, it ſeems, without any Difficulty, 
thruſt his Bill down the Throat where the Stoppage 
was, and dextrouſſy drew out the Morſel that ſtopp'd 
the Breath, and the Prince immediately revived. The 
Pigeon, having executed his Buſineſs, convey'd him- 
ſelf away without any Ceremony, and vaniſhed out of 


St. Patrick, leading the young Prince by the Hand 
into the Preſence of the Queen, preſented him alive; 
and ſhe was ſo tranſported with Joy, that ſhe received 
him upon her Knees, and in that ſubmiſſive Poſture re- 
turned her Thanks to the Saint for his unwearied Ap- 
plication to Heaven, and congratulated him upon the 
Succeſs of his Prayers, But he with great Modeſty re- 
fuſed to take upon himſelf the Merit of the Action, 
and relating to her the particular Circumſtances of his 
Recovery, told her, that ſhe ought to expreſs her Gra- 
titude to Michael the Archangel, who was the great 
Phyſician that reſtored the Prince. The Queen was 
ſo affected with the Account, that ſhe obliged herſelf 
by a moſt folemn Vow never to forget the Favour, 
and as an Acknowledgement to St. Michael, ſhe pro- 
miſed to beſtow annually one Sheep out of eyery 
Flock ſhe had, and a Part of all the Proviſion that 
came to her Table upon the poor during her Life. 
And to perpetuate the Memory of this miraculous Re- 
covery of the young Prince, and in Honour to the 
Archangel, who effected his Cure, it was ordained by 
Law, that all the Chriſtian Converts throughout the 
Kingdom of Heland ſhould conform to the Practice of 
the Queen, and conſtantly offer the ſame Oblations. 
And in Obedience to this Injunction aroſe the Cuſtom 
of killing Sai Michael's Sheep, called in the Hriſh Lan- 
guage Cd Mhichill, obſerved to this Day; for it is moſt 
certain, that every Family, upon the nine and twentieth 
of September, which is the Anniverſary Feſtival in Ho- 
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nour of St. Michael, at leaſt of the ordinary Sort o 
People kill a Heep, and beſtow the greateſt Part of it upon 
relieving the poor. This is the Relation; which is im- 
poſſible to be true in every Circumſtance, yet ſo much 
of it may deſerve Credit, that the young Prince, the 
Son of Laogaire, was by ſome Accident in apparent 
Hazard of his Life, and was recovered by the Care 
and Advice of St. Patric upon Michaelmas Day; in Memo- 

ry of which Deliverance, the Queen, from a Principle of 
Piety, did beſtow ſuch yearly Charities upon the poor, 
whoſe Example was followed by the whole Kingdom, 
and is religiouſly obſerved by many Families to this 
Day. 

Sine Molt ſucceeded Laogaire in the Throne of [re- 4. b. 453; 
land; he was the Son of Dathy, the Son of Hachadb, 
Son of Eochaidb Moighemeadhoin, deſcended from the 
royal Line of Heremon, and he governed the Iſland 
twenty Years. The Conſort of this Prince was Uchz- erte ge 
dealbh, the Daughter of Angus, Son of Nadfravch 8 
and the Reaſon why he was diſtinguiſhed by the Name ane. 
of Oilioll Molt, was becauſe his Mother, whoſe Name 
was Eihne, when ſhe was big with Child of him, long- 
ed paſhonately for a Piece of ether Mutton ; ſhe com- 
municated her Deſire to a Gentlewoman, call'd Hal, 
the Daughter of Eochaidh Sedaigh, who came to viſit 
her when ſhe was near her Delivery, and when the 
Child was born the Lady inſiſted that his Name ſhould 
be Oilioll Molt. It was in the Reign of this Prince an «my 
that Amalgaidh, the Son of Frachrach, Son of Eochaidb a. 4 
Moighneodhom was King of Conacht, who died after hetafon bar. 
had governed the Province twenty Years. In his Time 
likewiſe Murreadhach Mundearg was King of Ulſter, who 
died after a Reign of twelve Years; this Provincial 
Prince was the Son of Feargna, Son of Dullain, Son of 
Dwubhthaig, Son of Mranaigh, Son of Lughaidh, Son of 
Aongus Fionn, Son of Feargus Dubhdheadhach, 

This Iriſp Monarch, ſoon after he was proclaimed, 
thought it convenient to aſſemble the Convention of 
the States, at the royal Palace of Tara, after the Exam- 
ple of precedent Kings. And here it may be propet 
to obſerve, that in ancient Times there were three ge- 
neral Convocations held in the whole Kingdom of [re- 
land; they were diſtinguiſhed by the Names of the 
Convocation of Tara, the Convocation of Eambain, 
and the Convocation of Guachain. The firſt of theſe 
3 8 N has 
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RAN has been particularly deſcribed in the foregoing Part of 
this Hiſtory, the two others deſerve our Notice in this 
Place. 

It muſt be obſerved therefore, that the Conventions 
of Eamhain and Cruachan were appointed to examine 
and inſpect into the Tradeſmen and Mechanicks, to 
determine of their Abilities in their ſeveral Crafts, 
olige «zur and to regulate their Occupations. This Aſſembly 
cus c- conſiſted of ſome of the Principal Nobility and Gentry, 
vw with the moſt learned Antiquaries of the Kingdom; 
and when they met, they ſelected threeſcore, who were 
the moſt expert in their ſeveral Profeſſions, and com- 
miſſioned them with a Power to ſeparate and diſperſe 
themſelves throughout the Iſland, and to take Cogni- 
ſance of the Accompliſhments, the Induſtry or Imper- 
fections of the ſeveral Tradeſmen within their reſpective 
Juriſdictions; and without an expreſs Licenſe from one of 
theſe Commiſhoners, no Mechanick could exerciſe his 
; Art or work publickly at his Trade in any Part of the 
| Country. Theſe were the principal Affairs concerted 
in theſe Aſſemblies, which were of great Uſe towards 
the Improvement of Ingenuity, Induſtry, and Trade, 
and promoted Order and Uniformity among the 

People. | 
There is a Manuſcript extant of great Antiquity, call- 
ed Leabhar Oiris, that mentions this /r:/þ Monarch Oili- 
oll Molt under the Title of King of the Scors; and in 
the Reign of this Prince it was, that Benignus a Com- 
harbha of St. Patrick, that is, a Clergyman of a religious 
Order ordained by that Miſſionary, departed this Life. 
N This King was engaged in a War with the People of 
| Leinſter, and he fought the memorable Battel of Tuma 
N Aichir with the Inhabitants of that Province, in which 
Action many gallant Soldiers periſhed, and the Fight 
concluded with incredible Slaughter on both Sides. In 
the Reign of this King, Ambroſius, King of Wales, 
had many Encounters with the Scots and Pidis; and a- 
bout this Time Conall Creambiuime died, as did likewiſe 
Jarlaithe, the third Biſhop of Ardmagh, when Simpl- 
cius was Pope over Rome. This Oilioll Molt did not en- 
joy the Crown by Right of Succeſhon; for Lugbaidb, 
to 855 the Son of Laogarre, was the hereditary Prince, who 
COSINE. promoted his Title by the Sword, and was ſupported 
in his Pretenſions to the Crown by Mortough, Son of 
Farca, Feargus Cearbheoil, Conall Creambtine, and by H- 
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achadb Linn, the Son of Caolbhadh, King of Dailraidbe,. 
who raiſed a numerous Army; and when they had 
joined the young Prince, they ingaged the King's 
Army, and fought the Battel of Ocha, where Oilioll 
Molt was defeated and (lain. 

Twenty Years after Lugbaidh obtained this Victory 
the ſix Sons of Eachaidb Munramhar went to Scotland, 
they were known by the Names of the two Aongus's 
the two Loarus, and the two Fearguss. It was the Di- 
ſtance of three hundred Years from the Reign of Con- 
nor, the Son of Neaſa, to the Time of Cormac, the 
Son of Art; and two hundred and four Years had paſt 
from the Reign of Cormac to the remarkable Battel of 
Ocha; twenty Years after which Engagement the Sons 
of Eirc, the Son of Erchaidh Munrambhar, tranſported 
themſelves into Scotland. At this Time Duachgalach, 
the Son of Bryen, the Son of Eochaiab Moidhmeodhora, 
governed the Province of Munſter, he reigned ſeven 
Years, and fell by the Sword of Eochaidb Tormcharna. 

| Lughaidh ſucceeded to the Crown of [reland; he was 4. D. 473 
the Son of Laogaire, the Son of Mall, the Hero of the 

nine Hoſtages, deſcended from the royal Line of Here- 
mon, and his Reign continued twenty Years. At this w cat 
Time Fraoch, the Son of Fionchad, was King over the Steh 


: | r Sleoioh 
Province of Leinſter; and now it was that the Battel wro- 


of Cill Oſuach was fought at Mozgh Fea in the County 
of Caharlo, four Miles Eaſtward of Leithlin In this Ac- 
tion Aongus, the Son of Nadfraoich, who had been King 
of Munſter thirty fix Years, loſt his Life; his Wife alſo, 
whoſe Name was Eithne Uathach, the Daughter of Gi- 
omhthan, Son of Eana Cim/alach, was ſlain by Mortough, 
the Son of Earca, and Oilioll the Son of Dunluing, as a 
Poet of ſufficient Credit informs us in theſe Lines. 


The martial Prince, Aongus, Son of Nadfraoich, 
Fought in Cil Oſnach's bloody Field, and fell 
By the viftorious Sword of Oilioll, 

Son of Dunluing. 


After this Action, Fraoch, the Son of Fionachnidbe, 
Son to the King of Leinſter, was ſlain in the Battel of 
Graine, by Eochadh, the Son of Cairbre, In the tenth 
Year of the Reign of this Iriſh Monarch, Felix, the 
third of the Name, was elected Pope of Rome, and 

near the ſame Time was fought the Battel of Eambna 


3 by 
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SYV by Cairbre, Son of Neill, who afterwards engaged in 
the Battel of Cnnaillbe, in the Province of Leinſter. 
About this Time Mochaon Maoindroma died, and by Cair- 
hre above mention'd was fought the famous Bartel of 
Seagh/a, where Duach Teangamhadh, the King of Co- 
nacht, was ſlain by Mortough, the Son of Earca, as the 
following Lines particularly teſtifie. 


The martial Prince Duach Teangamha 
Engag'd in the three memorable Battels 
Of Dealga Muchroma, Tuama, 

And Seaghſa. 


About this Time it was, that the Inhabitants of the 

Province of Leſter engaged with a gallant Army a- 

gainſt Jobh Neill, and fought the Battle of Loch Mozghe, 

where there was much Blood ſpilt, and a deſperate 
Slaughter on both Sides; and now it was that 7 kn 

dul fed gu- More, the Son of Earca, follow'd by the Dailriada's, 


N made an Attempt upon the ogg. N of Scotland, and 


balbam an arrived at great Authority in that Country. In the 
1976 fourteenth Year of the Reign of Lughaidh, the Son of 
Laogaire, King of Ireland, St. Patrick died, after he 
had by indefatigable Zeal and Induſtry 434 e the 
Chriſtian Faith, and extended his Conqueſts over the 
Pagan Idolatry through the greateſt Part of the Iſland ; 
the Age of this Faint was an hundred and twenty two 
Years. The King of /reland did not long ſurvive him, 
but died ſoon after by a Stroke with a Thunder- bolt, 
which was the Inſtrument of Vengeance uſed by Heaven 
to puniſh him for oppoſing the Preaching of St, Parrick, 
| and ſuppreſſing to the utmoſt of his Power the Doc- 
; trines of Chriſtianity, and preventing their Admiſſion 
among his People. Gelaſius was the Pope of Rome 


in the laſt Year of the Reign of Lughaidh King of 
Ireland. 


4. P. 43. Mortough obtained Poſſeſſion of the Government; He 
was the Son of Murreadhach, Son of Eogan, Son of Mall 
the Hero of the ine Hoſtages, deſcended from the royal 
Line of Heremon, and he fill'd the Throne twenty four 
Years.. The Mother of this Iriſb Monarch was Earca, 

Cd mee the Daughter of Loare, who. came from Scotland. In 
ek. the beginning of the Reign of this Prince was born the 
Pious Ciaran, whoſe Father was a Carpenter, but of e- 

minent Extraction, and derived from the Poſterity of I, 


the 


IRE LAN PD. 349 


the Son of Mileſius, King of Spain. This Cuaran was WW 


a Perſon devoted to a religious Life, and his Name 
is often mention'd with Honour in the Book that treats 
of the Lives of the /r:/þ Saints. In the fourth Year of 
the Government of Mortough, Anaſtatins, the ſecond of 
that Name, was elected Pope; and about this Time the 
famous Combgall Beannchorr was born, and in Proceſs of 
Time became an Abbot of that Note and Authority, 
that he had forty thouſand religions Monks under his 
Juriſdiction and Command; the Character of this re- 
ligious Perſon, and the Extent of his Power, is parti- 
cularly expreſsd in the Book call'd Leabhar Ruadh 
Mac Eagame, the- Authority of which Relation comes 
recommended by the concurring Teſtimony of St. Bar- 
ard, a Writer of Reputation, who, in the Life of St. 
Malachias, gives an Account that an eminent Diſciple 
(whole Name was Noanus,) who had been educated un- 
der this Comhgall was ſent abroad by the Holy Abbot, 
who, he ſays, had erected a hundred religious Houſes; 
and mentions the Particulars of his Deſcent, that he 
was of the Poſterity of /r:all the Son of Conall Cearnach, 
Son of Amengin, of the illuſtrious Tribe of Clanna Rugh- 
ruidhe, deſcended from Ir, the Son of Mileſius, King 
of Hain. This Relation is farther ſupported by an an- 
cient Poem extracted from the Chronicle of Saus, where- 
in are theſe Verſes. 


The moſt religious Comhgall Beannchoir 
Son of Scadhna, with undaunted Courage | 
Met the Approach of Death; with Chriſtian Bravery 
His Soul ſurrender d, and approv'd himſelf 

De ſcended from the royal Line of Ir. 


Near this Time died Auaſtatius, the Roman Emperor; neon 30 
and the pious St. Cameach Achadh Bo left the World 4 
This Devotioniſt was deſcended from Feargys, the Son Hog anyo 
of Raogh, derived from the royal Stem of /7, the Son *. 

of Mileſius, King of Spam. In the Reign of Mortougb, 

King of Ireland, was born that great Example of Piety 

Collum Cill, the Son of Feidllin, Son of Feargus, Son 

of Conull Gulban, Son of Mall, the Hero of the ine 
Hoſtages. About this Time died the moſt religious St. 
Bridget; this excellent Perſon was the Daughter of 
Dubhthaig, the Son of Dreimne, Son of Breaſal, Son 

of Dein, Son of Connla, Son of An, Son of Carrbre 


* Tore ©. Nw. 
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Mia, Son of Cormac, Son of Aongus More, Son of 
Eathach Hionn Fuathnairt, Son of Feidhlimidh Reacht- 
mar, Son of Tuathal Teachtmar, of royal Extraction, 
and deſcended from the Line of Heremon. She died 
after ſhe had lived eighty ſeven, or according to ano- 
ther Computation, ſeventy Years. 

In the tenth Year of the Reign of Mortough, King 
of Ireland, Symmachus was elected Pope, and preſided 
in the Primacy fifteen Years and eight Months. In the 
twenty firſt Year of this Reign Hormiſda ſucceeded in 
the Pontificate, and lived four Years after his Election. 

eorp h- About this Time the dead Body of the Blefled Anto- 

ca an fo. Mus, a moſt religious Monk, was miraculouſly found and 
convey'd to Alexandria, and ſolemnly interr'd in the 
Church dedicated to St. John the Baptiſt in that City. 
Mortough met with great Diſturbances and Oppoſition 
in his Government, and in one Year was obliged to 
engage in the following memorable Battels, the Battel 
of Cmneich, the Battel of Amaine, the Battel of Cliach, 
the Battel of Eibhline, and the Battel of Mozghe Hail- 
bhe; not long after this laſt Action Mortough died at 
the Houſe of Cherthigh; and near the ſame Time the 
devout St. Ailbhe Imileh was tranſlated to a better 
Life. 

A. D. gig. Tuathal Maolgarbh ſucceeded in the Throne; He was 
the Son of Cormac Caoch, Son of Cairbre, the Son of 
Mall, the Hero of the ine Hoſtages, deſcended from the 
renowned Poſterity of Heremon ; and governed the 
Iſland thirteen Years; The Mother of this Monarch was 
Comaoin, the Daughter of Dall Bronuigb, and he was parti- 
cularly diſtinguiſh'd by the Name of Tuathal Maolgarbh, 
becauſe his Mother, as ſoon as ſhe was deliver'd of him, 
ſtruck his Head againſt a Stone (as a ſort of Charm up- 
on which his future Fortune was to depend ;) the Blow 
made an Impreſſion, and occaſion'd a Flatneſs in his 
Skull, which was the Reaſon that gave him the Title 

mocreuy zoof Tuathal Maolgarbh. In the Reign of this [r;/h Mo- 

Fb a narch, Moctius, a Perſon of exemplary Piety, and one of 

yo. the Diſciples of St. Parrick, died, after he had lived, as the 
Chronicles aflert, three hundred Years. Under the Go- 
vernment of this Prince Baozthin, a Scholar of Collum 
C:/l was born; and, it muſt be obſerv'd, that Collum 
Cill and Baoithin were nearly related; for they were 
Brother's Children. About this Time Combgall, the 
King of Scotland, departed the preſent Life, and the 
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devout Mobi, a very excellent Perſon, died near tie 
ſame Time; he was otherwiſe call'd by the Name of 
Bearchain, a celebrated Prophet, extracted from the 
Poſterity of Frachadh Baiceada, the Son of Cathavir 
Mare. The noted Battel of Tortan was fought by the 
People of the Province of Leinſter in the Reign of 
Tuathal Maolgarbh, in which Engagement Earca, the 
Son of Oiliolla Molt, from whom came F;rceara, loſt his 
Life. The Battel of Mg was fought not long afterwards, 
by the two young Princes Feargus and Daniel, the two 
Sons of Mortough, Son of Earca, in which bloody Ac- 
tion Eogan Beal, who had govern'd the Province of 
Conacht thirty five Years, was unfortunately ſlain. About : 
this Time died the excellent Oghran, the Saint of Leath- 
rudh, who deſcended lineally from the Poſterity of 
Conaire, the Son of Modha Lamha; and the moſt reli- 
gious Ciaran, the Carpenter's Son, was cut off in the 
Bloſſom of his Age, having lived no more than one and 
thirty Years. 

In the Reign of this /7;/þ Monarch it was, that a Ba- 


cach, which in the Iriſh Language ſignifies a ſturdy 24s 


ple, had his Head ſtruck off from his Shoulders by the 
Vengeance of Heaven, as a Puniſhment for ſwearing 
falſly, by the Hand of Caran; and this Execution, by 
the Appointment of Providence, happened at the great 
Fair of Tailtiean, in the Sight of innumerable Specta- 
tors. 

Tuathal Maolgarbh ſoon after was ſlain by Maolmor, do ndbas 


the Son of Miathair, at the Requeſt and Inſtigation oa 


Diarmuid, the Son of Feargus Cerrbeorl, at a Place call- pse vigmu- 


ed Grealladh Eily. In the Reign of this Monarch Guai- gude 
re, the Son of Colman, took upon him the Command? 
of the Province of Conacht, and fixed himſelf in the 
Throne after the Death of Eogan Beal, notwithſtand- 

ing the deceaſed Prince had a Son, whoſe Name was 
Ceallach, who had entred himſelf into a religious Or- 

der under the Tuition of C:aran, with a Deſign to de- 

vote himſelf to a pious and monaſtick Life: But by 

the Perſuaſion and Importunity of his Friends in the 
Province, who reſolved to aflert and ſupport his Right, 

this young Devotioniſt was prevailed upon to leave his 

Cell, and appeared at the Head of a good Body of 
Forces, who determined to proclaim and eſtabliſh him 

in the Throne of Conacht; Ciaran ſoon mifled him out 


of his Monaſtery, and curſed him with .a moſt mer 
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ful Imprecation, and implored Heaven to blaſt his De- 
ſigns by cutting him off by a ſudden and untimely 
Death. Ceallach had Intelligence of the ſevere Re- 
ſentment of Ciaran, and dreading the Influence of his 
Prayers, he haſtned to the Convent, and proſtrating 
himſelf with the moſt humble Submiſſion at the Feer 
of the Abbot, he promiſed to pay him implicit Obe- 
dience for the future Part of his Life, and to engage 
in nothing without his Approbation and Conſent The 
compaſſionate Garan, imputing his Conduct to the 
Folly of Youth, and the Importunity of his Friends, 
immediately gave him his Pardon and his Benediction; 
but aſſur'd him withal, that his Prayers were ſealed in 
Heaven by an irreverſible Decree, and that his Death 
would be violent and unexpected. This Anſwer ſurpriſed 
the young Votary, who applicd himſelf for the reſt of 
his Life to Piety and charitable Acts, and continued 
in the Monaſtery under the Care of Caran, till at length 
his Merits advanc'd him into a Biſhoprick in the Coun- 
try. But tho' he had relinquiſhed his Pretences to the 
Government of Conacht, and reſolved to ſequeſter him- 
ſelf from temporal Affairs, yet he was willing that the 
Crown of that Province ſhould deſcend to his Family ; 
and accordingly he uſed all poſſible Endeavours to eſta- 
bliſh an Intereſt, and place his younger Brother in the 

do „gba Government. But Gwuarre, by the Induſtry of his 

ceallac ab- Spies, had Notice of his Preparations and Deſigns, and 

fedll Tre 33 8 ; | 

impite Zuge imagining his Reign would never be free ſrom Tu- 

mae eol- mults and Pretences ſo long as Ceallach, who was a po- 

m, litick and indefatigable Perſon, was on this fide the 
Grave; he by ſufficient Rewards prevailed upon three 


| | of the Biſhop's own Servants to diſpatch him, which 
10 they baſely executed upon the firſt Opportunity. Thus 
" fell this noble Prelate, and accompliſh'd the Prediction 
4 of Caran, who foretold his Death, which Heaven in- 
Wy 


flicted for renouncing his religious Vow, and attempt- 
ing a ſecular Life after moſt ſolemn Engagements to 
the contrary. 

Diarmmdh ſucceeded to the Crown of Ireland; he was 
the Son of Feargus Cerrbheorl, the Son of Conall Creamb- 
thame, Son of Mall, the Hero of the ine Hoſtages, de- 
ſcended from the royal Stock of Heremon, and govern- 
ed the Kingdom two and twenty Years. The Mother 
of this Prince was Corbhach, the Daughter of Maine of 
the Province of Leinſter; and in his Reign died the 


pious 


A. D. 528. 
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pious Tigearnach, the Biſhop of Cluain Eos, derived *YV 
from the Family of Daire Barrach, Son of Cathaair 
More. And about the ſame Time expired Oilioll, the 
Son of Mortough, that governed the Province of Lein- 
ſter nine Years, in whoſe Reign Cormac the Son of 
Oilioll, Son of Muireadhach, Son of Hochaidhb, Son of 
Daite Cearb, Son of Oilioll Flan Beag, was King of 
Munſter. pany | 
The memorable Battel of Gull Conaire was fought 116d aat 
at Ceara near this Time by the two Princes, Feargus ies 1 
and Daniel, the Sons of Mortough; Son of Earca, where bar fla 7 
Oilioll Jonbhanda, the King of Conacht, and his Brother — 8 
Aodh Fortamhail were unfortunately ſlain. In the Reign 
of Diarmuid a molt dreadful Plague hapned that over- 
ſpread the whole Kingdom of Vreland, and made ter- 
rible Devaſtations among the People, eſpecially among 
the Saints and the Religious of the Kingdom; particu- 
larly Mac Tuil of Cil Cuilin was carried off in this Vi- 
ſitation, which, by Way of Diſtinction was called Cm 
Chonuill. About this Time was fought the bloody Bat- 
tel of Gull, where great Numbers of the Inhabitants of 
the County of Cork periſhed; and it is ſaid, that the 
bad — of this Engagement was owing to the Pray- 
ers of a moſt pious Lady, call'd Swdhe Midbe, that 
was deſcended from the Poſterity of Frachadh Suidbe, 
the Son of Feidbline Reachtmar, and occaſioned the 
Defeat by ſoliciting Heaven for Revenge upon that 
People, who had injuriouſly treated her, and uſed her 
unbecoming her Deſcent and her Character. The 
King of Uſer, who had governed that Province two 
and twenty Years, and was the firſt King of Dail- 
naruidhe, died about this Time. The Name of this 
Prince was Eochaidh, and he was the Son of Connla, 
Son of Caolbbadh, Son of Cruin Badhraoi, Son of Ho- 
thaidh Cobha. Cormac the Son of Cilioll King of Lein— 
fter, died under the Government of Diarmuid, as did 
likewiſe the noted Prophet Beg Mac De. 
In the ſame Reign was born the moſt devout St. Mo- 
lun; He was the Son of Hinil, Son of Amergin, Son of 
Eirninn, Son of Duach, Son of Bryen, Son of Hochaidb 
Moigbmeadban, at which Time hapned the Death of 
the Biſhop of Acha Cuinngire, and St. Meaſin the Le- dunn reg- 
per. In the Government of this Iriſb Monarch, the gong". 
Church of Cluam Feart, in the County of Kerry, was dude. 
founded and compleated by the charitable Bounty of 
| Uuun a Saint 
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aint Breanuin, who claim'd his Extraction from the 


cat idin 
cl ana Neill 
7] CqTTNCe 
dnro. 


Poſterity of Gar, the Son of Feargus. Gabhran, the 
King of Scotland, died in this Year, and his Enemy 


Gruizze, the Son of Maolchion, King of the Ps, 


fought ſucceſsfully, and routed the Scors in a pitch'd 
Battel. Another Engagement about this Time was 
fought by Feargus and Daniel, the two Sons of Mor- 
tough, the Son of Earca, that was call'd the Battel of 
Culdremmne, againſt Diarmuid, the Son of Feargus, who 
was defeated with a terrible Slaughter of his Troops, 
and obliged to fly for his Life, The unfortunate Event 
of this Action, wherein the greateſt Part of his Army 
was loſt, was the Effect of the Prayers of St. Collum 
Cl. This excellent Perſon had been reproachfully 
uſed by the King, who had violently put to death Cur- 
nan the Son of Hugh, the Son of Tiormcharna, who 
was educated under the Care and Protection of Collum 
Cill; and for this barbarous Act the Saint applied to 
Heaven for Vengeance, which heard his Prayers, and 
puniſh'd the King with the Loſs of his choiceſt Forces 
in the Battel before mention'd. Diarmuid was attended 
with the ſame ill Fortune, when he fought the Battel of 
Cuil Uinſion at Teabhtha, and was driven out of the Field 
by Hugh, the Son of Breanian, King of Teabhtha, where 
the Slaughter was incredible, and ſcarce a Man of his 
whole Army remained alive. Colum Cill after this De- 
feat removed into Scotland, to a Place call'd Hoidbe Col- 
lum Cill, and now he was about forty three Years of Age. 
Soon after he arrived in that Country, was fought a moſt 
deſperate Battel in that Kingdom, by Canna Weill, in 
a Part of the Highlands, call'd the Fight of Monadorre, 
where ſeven petty Kings of the P:#s, with the Flower 
of their Army, were left dead upon the Field of Battel. 
About this Time died Colman More, the Son of Cairbre, 
Son. of Dunluing, who had govern'd the Province of 
Leinſter thirty Years. | 

There is an Account in a very ancient Chronicle, 
that in the ſeventh Year of the Reign of Diarmuid, 
King of Ireland, a poor Woman, who was a Nun, and 
had vowed a religious Life, call'd Honach G, ap- 
plied her ſelf to the King complaining of the great 


Injury ſhe had received from Guaire, the Son of Col- 


man, who had violently forc'd from her a Cow that was 


the only means of her Subſiſtence. This Injury was ſo 
reſented by Diarmuid, that he ſelected a ſtrong Body 


of 
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of his Troops, and directed his March towards the R- 


ver Shanon, and encamp'd upon the Banks of the Stream. 
Guaire had ſoon notice of his Preparations and his 
March, and with a much leſs Number of Forces, he 
reſolv'd to juſtifſie what he had done by the Sword; and 
leading his Men towards the Banks of the Shanon, he 
fac'd the King's Troops on the other Side. In this Poſture 
of Defiance the two Armies were drawn out; but Guaire 
doubting of Succeſs, diſpatch'd Cumin, one of his Favou- 
rites, to Diarmuid, to deſire that he would not attempt 
to croſs the River with his Forces, within the Space of 
four and twenty Hours. The King promiſed that he 
would not, and told the Meſſenger, that his Requeſt 
was but of ſmall Importance, for he was aſſured of Vic- 
tory, depending not only upon the Juſtice of his Cauſe, 
but the Number and experienc'd Bravery of his Forces. 
Diarmud as he had engaged, continued in his Encamp- 
ment till the next Morning, upon the Eaſt Side of the 
River, and Guaire upon the Welt. 
Cumin having Intelligence of the Number of the 
King's Ke was averſe to an Engagement, and de- 
firing to perſuade Guairè to make his Peace by a timely 
Submiſhon ; he expoſtulated with him upon the Uncer- 
tainty of the Succeſs, and wonder'd he would attempt 
to come to a Battel under ſo great Diſadvantages: 
But Gnaire no ways diſcouraged, for his perſonal Bra- 
very was never queſtioned, replied, that Victory was 
not always the Conſequence of Numbers, but depended 
upon the Diſpoſal of Heaven, which often beſtows 
Succeſs upon a few, and defeats a Multitude ; and that 
he was ſatisfied in the Courage of his Soldiers, and 
therefore he determined to face the Enemy, and leave 


the Event to Providence. In this Enterpriſe Guaire was cat ia, 
attended by the principal Nobility and Gentry of the og e 


Provinces of Munſter and Conacht, who raiſed what For- 
ces they were able, and came to his Aſſiſtance. And 
now the two Armies drawn out in Order of Battel up- 
on the Banks of the Hanon, attempted to recover the 
oppoſite Side, but the provincial Troops were unable 
to oppoſe the undaunted Reſolution of the King's Ar- 
my, which plunged into the Stream, and with incre- 
dible Difficulty forced their Way ; and notwithſtanding 
Guaire, with all the Conduct of an able and experienced 
General, attempted to hinder their landing, his 
ERA Forces 


dguy Niog 
coghaf. 


356 


forces were defeated with a dreadful Slaughter, and 
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the few that remained fled for their Lives. 
The Misfortune of this Battel is attributed to the 
importunate Prayers of St. Caimin, who founded and con- 
ſecrated the Church of Inis Cealtrach; for that holy 
Perſon, as the Chronicles inform us, had ſpent three 
Days and three Nights in Devotion, and imploring 
Heaven to blaſt the Deſigns of Guaire, and to confound 
his Army. This St. Caimin was a lineal Deſcendent 
from the Poſterity of Fiachadh Baiceada, the Son of 
Cathaoir More; and when Guaire was informed before 
the Engagement, that St. Caimin was ſupplicating 3 
his Knees againſt his Succeſs, and profeſſed himſelf an 
Enemy to his Cauſe; he applied himſelf to the Saint, 
and with great Humility aſking his Pardon, and lament- 
ing the Misfortune of his Diſpleaſure, he intreated him 
to be reconciled and to pray for his Victory; but the 
Saint remained inexorable, and told him, that his Over- 
throw and the Deſtruction of his Army was determin'd, 
and the Decree of Heaven could not be revoked. 
After the Defeat of the Provincial Troops Guaire 
had no Security for his Life but a ſecret and ſwift Flight, 
and therefore he made his Way thro' Woods and ſoli- 
tary Places without any Attendants, till he came to a 
ſmall Cell, where no Perſon lived but a religious Wo- 
man, who had retired thither for the Benefit of Devotion. 
When the Woman ſaw him, ſhe enquired after his 
Name, and the Buſineſs that brought him into that 
unfrequented Solitude; he concealed his Name, and 
told her, that he was a Friend to Gaaire, who had 
been routed by the King's Troops, and he was obliged 
to fly to preſerve his Life. The Woman replied, . 2a 
ſhe was ſorry for the Defeat of Guaire, who was a Prince 
of that Goodneſs, Bounty and Charity as to deſerve a 
better Fortune; and after ſhe had enlarged upon the 
Accompliſhments and the Calamities of the General, 
ſhe welcomed him into her Apartment, promiſed Fide- 
lity in concealing him, and ſupplied him with neceſſa- 
ry Accommodations as far as her Abilities and the Cir- 
cumſtances of the Place would permit. But this pious 
Woman, concern'd that the Meanneſs of her Proviſion 
was unſuitable to the Quality of her Gueſt, went to 
an adjacent Brook in order to procure ſome Fiſh for 
the Entertainment of the Prince, and by good Fortune 
eſpying a Salmon, which of her ſelf ſhe was unable to 
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her Succeſs, ſhe deſired him to go with her to the Ri- 


ver, and aſſiſt her to catch the Fiſh: He willingly fol- 
lowed her to the Place, they drew the Salmon out of 
the Water; and Gwarre, that was uſed to keep a ſplen- 
did Table, and generally conſumed among his Houſhold 
ten Oxen at a Meal, made a Supper of only the Fiſh 
with great Chearfulneſs and Satisfaction, and expreſſed 
his Gratitude to Providence and to the Piety of his 
Hoſt for his unexpected Relief, The next Morning 
the Prince left the Cell, and wandring thro' the Woods, 
met with a Body of his Troops, who had ſurvived the 
Defeat; they received him with great Joy, and he 
put himſelf at the Head of them: A Council of War 
was immediately called, and the Debate was, whether 
the Prince ſhould again try his Fortune, and recruit 
his Forces, or ſubmit to the Victor with his whole 
Army? Aſter ſeveral Arguments were offered on both 
Sides, it was concluded, that a general Submiſſion beſt 
became the unfortunate Poſture of their Affairs; and Guaire 
convinc'd of the Neceſſity of this Advice, led his brok- 
en Forces, and reſolved to make his Peace with the Con- 
queror upon any Terms. 
Approaching the royal Army, Guaire ſent a Meſſen- 
ger to offer his Submiſhon, which was accepted, and 
promiſing to lay down his Arms, he was admited into 
the Preſence of the King ; he immediately fell upon 


his Knees, and delivered up his Sword into the King's © Nos 4 


Hand, who obliged him to hold the Point of it be- us _ 


tween his Teeth; and in that humble Poſture he con- ro 7c. 


feſſed his Diſloyalty and the Unwarrantableneſs of his 


gations to atone for his Miſcarriages by his future Fide- 
lity and Obedience. 5 
It was obſerved before, that Cuaire was a Perſon of 
the moſt exemplary Goodneſs and extenſive Charity; 
and the King ſuſpecting the Integrity of his outward 


Deſigns, and bound himſelf by the moſt ſolemn Obli- 


Virtues, reſolved to make a Tryal while he had him 


at his Mercy, who ſtill continued upon his Knees, la- 
menting his Misfortune, and ſupplicating Pardon. And 
for this Purpoſe the King commanded an eminent Druid 
who always attended near his Perſon, to aſk ſome Fa- 
vour of Guaire, to try whether his Charity and his 
great Bounty proceeded from a principle of Religion and 
Goodneſs, or were the Effect of a Deſire of Popularity and 
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odſtentation. The Druid obeyed his Orders, and im- 
lored the Charity of the unhappy Prince, and beg'd 
be would beſtow ſomething upon him for the Sake of 
his Profeſſion; but Guaire, ſuſpecting the 8 ; 
refuſed his Requeſt, being convinc'd, that he was ſup- 
ported by the King, and could be under no Neceſſity 
to deſire his Relief Upon this Repule, a Man, grie- 
vouſly afflicted with the Leproſy, and a very miſerable Ob- 
ject was ſent to Guarre, who ſolicited his Charity, and beg- 
ed Alms for God's Sake. This he ſuppoſed was an un- 
happy Perſon worthy of his Compaſhon, and accord- 
ingly, being incapable to relieve him any other Way, he 
dere j dac- gave him the ſilver Bodkin that ſtuck in his Veſt. The 
naf Bude poor Man retired with great Gratitude, and applied to 
Heaven for a Bleſſing upon his Benefactor; but the 
Bodkin was taken from him by the King's Order, and 
the Leper returned to Guairè to acquaint him of his 
Misfortune, and again to intreat his Charity. Upon 
Dog 48.4 his Return, the good Prince affected with the Relati- 
af on and Barbarity of the Fact, reſolved. to ſupply his 
Wants to the utmoſt of his Abilities, and beſtowed 
upon him a golden Girdle of great Value that was 
tied about his Waſte. It was gratefully accepted- by 
the Beggar ; but before he had gone far, it was taken 
from him by the King's Command, which forced him 
to return again to the unhappy Prince, who continued 
ſtill upon his Knees with the Point of the Sword be- 
tween his Teeth, the King holding the Hilt in- his 
Hand. When the Leper had related the cruel Circum- 
| ſtances of his Uſage, he implored his farther Relief, 
upon which the compaſſionate Guaire, who had nothing 
more that he could beſtow, was ſo concern'd, . that he 
burſt out into a Flood of Tears. The King obſery- 
ing him in this Aﬀ&tion, demanded the Occaſion of 
it, and aſked him whether his Sorrow and Concern 
roceeded from the Calamity of his Affairs; becauſe 
85 had made his Submiſſion, and lay at his Mercy, 
who had the Power of the Sword, and was able 
if he pleaſed inſtantly to diſpatch him. Guaire replied, 
that his melancholy Fortune was the leaſt Subject of 
his Grief, which aroſe wholly from reflecting upon 
the Diſtreſs of the miſerable Leper, and the Inca- 
pacity of his Condition 'to afford him *Relief. 
The King immediately commanded him riſe to from 
the Ground, and being convinc'd of the Humanity of 
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his Nature, and the Sincerity of his Virtue, generouſly 3 


received him into his Friendſhip, and promiſed never 
to require any Subjection from him; being ſenſible 
there was an Almighty Sovereign to whom he him- 
ſelf ow'd Homage, and whoſe Vicegerent he was in 
the Adminiſtration of his Government. | 

The two Kings veing reconciled, entred into a ſtrict 
League, and bound themſelves in the moſt ſolemn 
Manner nor to violate their Engagements. The King 
of Ireland invited Guarre to go with him to the great 
Fair of Tailtean, which was the general Mart of the 
whole Kingdom; and to convince him of the Sincerity 
of his Affection, among other Teſtimonies of his Eſ- 
teem, he promiſed to Rule the Succeſſion upon him, 
and reſolved to confirm the Crown to him after his 
Deceaſe. The two Princes with a noble Retinue came 
to Tailtean, and Guaire carried with him a great 
Quantity of Money to diſpoſe of in Acts of Charity, 
and upon other Occaſions as Opportunity offered. But 
Diarmuid, underſtanding the Generoſity of his Nature, 
and that his Bounty admitted no Limits, gave ſecret 
Orders thro' the whole Fair, that no Perſon ſhould 
preſume upon any Account to apply to Guaire for his 


Charity, or receive a Gratuity from his Hands. Three do gude an 
Days after his Arrival, Guairè perceiving no miſerableſo dan. 


Object to implore his Relief; and being informed, 
that the King had forbidden by a ſtrict Injunction, 
that no Perſon ſhould beg an Alms of him, was fo 
dejected, that he deſired the King to allow him the At- 
tendance of a good Biſhop, to whom he might con- 
feſs, and from whoſe Hands he might receive Abſo- 
lution and the holy Ointment. The King ſurpriſed, 
aſked him, what he intended by this Requeſt ? he an- 
ſwered, that his Death he was certain was approach- 
ing, becauſe he was unable to live without exerciſing his 
Charity, which his royal Mandate had abſolutely put 
out of his Power to do. The King immediately revok- 
ed his Order, and by that Means opened a Way for 


the Bounty of his royal Companion, who beſides the 


large Sums he expended in relieving the Poor, with 
great Generoſity encouraged the Men of Learning in 
all Profeſſions, and by his Benefactions procured the 
Applauſe of the moſt eminent Poets and Antiquaries of 
the Kingdom. There is an Account in an ancient Ma- 
nuſcript, the Credit of which may perhaps be queſtion- 
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ed, that the Hand with which he extended his Chari- 
ty to the poor, was longer than that which beſtowed 
his Gifts upon Men of Learning. The King of He- 
land propoſed the Succeſſion of Guaire to the Nobility 
and Gentry of the Kingdom, who confirmed his Title 
with publick Demonſtrations of Joy; and this mutual 


two Princes, till Death diſſolv'd their Engagements, 
and put an End to their Friendſhip. 
The Iriſb Annals give an Account, that Guaire had 
a Brother, who devoted himſelf to a religious Life, 
whoſe Name was Mochua: This holy Perſon obſerved 
all the Faſts of the Church with great Obedience, and 
deſigning to abſtain from his common Diet, and to eat 
no more than what was abſolutely neceſſary to ſupport 
Nature during the Time of Len; he retired for that 
Purpoſe to a Fountain of pure Spring Water that lay 
Southwards of Boirin, at the Diſtance of five Miles 
from Durlus Guaire, and he had no Perſon to attend 
upon him but a Clergyman of a lower Order, whom 
he retained to ſay Maſs. In this Retirement theſe Vo- 
taries obſerv'd great Abſtinence and Regularity in their 
eating and drinking, and their Cuſtom was to refreſh 
themſelves with no more than one Meal a Day; which 
conſiſted of the meaneſt Proviſions, a ſmall Quantity 
of coarſe Barley Bread with Water Crefles and Spring 
Water from the Fountain. In this Manner they ſpent 
the Time of Len till Eaſter Day, which Feſtival the 
holy Mochma reſolved to obſerve with the ſtricteſt De- 
votion and Reverence; and therefore he celebrated the 
Maſs himſelf, and performed other Offices that belong- 
ed to the Solemnity of the Occaſion ; but his Clerk, 
who attended upon him, was ſo tired with feeding upon 
Herbs and ſuch ſlender Proviſions, that he interrupted 
the Faint before the Prayers were over, and long'd ſo 
impatiently to eat Fleſh, that he deſired his Malter to 
give him leave to go to Durlis to the Court of Guaire, 
King of Conacht, and refreſh and ſatisfy himſelf with 
Fleſh; for he was no longer able to ſupport Nature by 
that abſtemious Method he had uſed, and by a Way of 
living that his Conſtitution would not permit. Mochua 
did not oppoſe the Reaſonableneſs of his Requeſt ; bur 
E him to be patient and reſign'd, he told him 
ie would ſupply him with Fleſh without undertaking 
ſuch a Journey; for he would ſupplicate Heaven in his 
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Behalf; and he was aſſured that his Prayers would have 
the defired Effe&t and ſupply his Wants : Accordin ly he 
proſtrated himſelf, and moſt importunately ale} upon 

God, imploring his bountiful Hand to provide Fleſh 

for his Servant, who had faſted the Time of Lent with 

ſtrict Reverence, and was unable to preſerve his Health 
without immediate Relief. 

At that very Inſtant it happened (as ſome particu- yyorbrlre 
lar Manuſcripts relate, but wk ſmall Truth I'm afraid) va Mae- 
that the Servants of Guaire, King of Conacht, were . 
laying his Dinner upon the Table; and to the great 
Surpriſe of the Attendants, the Diſhes were hurried away 
by an inviſible Power, and conveyed directly to the ſo- 
litary Cell, where Mochua was continuing his Devotion, 
and his Clerk expecting the Event. The Prince with 
his whole Court was amazed at this wonderful Accident, 
and enraged at the Loſs and Diſappointment of his | 
Dinner, . ordered a Body of his Horſe Guards to 
perſue the Diſhes travelling in the Air, and he follow- 
ed himſelf with the principal of his Nobility, reſolving 
to recover them and bring them back to his Court at 
Durlus. | 
It ſeems beneath the Gravity as well as the Dignity of 
an Hiſtorian, to take Notice of theſe legendary Relati- | 
ons, which are certain rather to move the Indignation 
and Spleen than the Belief of the Reader; but it muſt 
be conſidered, that the Times we are writing of a- 
bounded with incredible Relations and the Writers 
of thoſe Ages were always raiſing the Characters of 
the Saints, even to Miracles not foreſeeing the Diſ- 
advantage they bring 'to Religion, which inſtead of 
recommending it to the World they ridicule and expoſe. 
And in the preſent Caſe it cannot be ſuppoſed, that the 
Tranſaction we are ſpeaking of is put upon the leaſt 
Foot of Credibility, but deſigned only to keep the 
Thread of our Hiſtory intire, and to give a Light to 
ſome material Incidents, which otherwiſe would be ob- 
ſcure and perhaps not eaſily to be accounted for. But 
to go on with our Story. 

When the Diſhes arrived at the Cell, they preſented 
themſelves with great Submiſſion before the devout Mo- 
chua and his Clerk; and after the Saint had returned 
Thanks to the Bounty of Heaven for ſo miraculous a 
Supply, he defired his Servant that was ſo carnally in- 
clined, to fall to and eat heartily. The Clerk had 
5; Yyyy ſcarce 
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ſcarce put a Bit into his Mouth, but looking about him 
he ſpied a great Company of Horſemen advancing up- 
on full Speed, and making towards them. He was ter- 
ribly affrighted at the Sight, and lamenting the Voracity 
of his Appetite, he told his Maſter, that he wiſh'd the 
Diſhes had ſtay'd at home; for he was afraid they came 
with an evil Deſign, and would certainly bring them 
into ſome Misfortune. Mochua comforted the timorous 
Clerk, and aſſured him, that it was his Brother Gwazre, 
the King of Conacht, with his Retinue that was perſuing 
the Meat; and to keep up his Appetite, he engaged 
that they ſhould not be able to move a Step nearer, be- 
fore he had filled himſelf, and eaten as much as he 
thought fit: And accordingly, the Saint having offered 
cue da a ſhort Petition to Heaven, the Feet of the Horſes 
abe ſtuck faſt in the Ground, and the Riders remained im- 
moveable upon their Backs, and had no Power to ſtir 
a Step before the hungry Clerk had ſatisfied himſelf, 
and made a good Meal of it. When he had dined, 
the Sar addreſſed himſelf to God for the Relief of 
the Perſuers, and the Horſes immediately found them- 
ſelves releaſed, and the Company overcome with Won- 
der and Aſtoniſhment, advanced and preſented them- 
{elves before the Saint. 
_ Carre and his Retinue found the devout Mochua up- 
on his Knees; and he immediately quitted his Horte, 
and in the moſt ſubmiſſive Manner intreated his Com- 
N and deſired his Benediction. The Saint gave 
im his Bleſſing and his Pardon, and deſired him and 
his Attendants to fall to and eat their Dinner in that 
Place; they complied joytully with the Invitation, and 
without more Ceremony they conſumed moſt of the 
Proviſion, and when they had. reverently taken their 
Leave of Mochua, Guaire with his Guards and his Fol- 
lowers return'd to his Palace at Durlus. Whatever 
Share of Credit or Contempt thts Relation may meet 
with, it is moſt certain, that the Road leading from 
ODeilus to the Fountain where St. Mochua and his 
Clerk retired to faſt during the Time of Lent, which 
is the Length of five Miles, is known to this Day in 
the /1/þ Language by the Name of Bothur na Mias, 
which in the Eugliſh ſignifies the Diſhes Road. 
In this Place it muſt be obſerv'd, that ſome of the 
ancient Chronicles aflert, that Kogan More had another 
Son beſides Frachadh Muilleathan, whoſe Name was Di- 


armud ; 
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armmid; and the ſame Authority informs us that St. Be- 
acan, who conſecrated the Church of Gil Beacan in bedean na- 


Muſkry Cuirc, was a Deſcendent from the Poſterity of OS 


that Diarmuid, from whom likewiſe the Antiquaries 
allow were derived Oilioll Flanmore, Oilioll Flan Beg, and 
Deachluath. Upon the Extraction of theſe Perſons an 
old Poet has compoſed the following Verſes: 


The holy Beacan from Diarmuid 

Deſcended, and from the ſame Progenitor 

Sprung Oilioll Flanmore, a moſt renowned Prince, 
Oilioll Flann Beg, and Deachluath. 


About this Time it was, that Brea/al the Son of Di- 
armud, King of [reland, reſolv'd to invite his Father 
and the principal Nobility of his Court to a magnifi- 
cent Entertainment, which he deſign'd to furniſh in 
the moſt ſumptuous Manner at Ceananus in Meath ; a- 
mong other Diſhes for the Feaſt he propoſed to have a 
large Piece of Beef of exceeding Fatneſs; and examin- 
ing his own Cattle for this purpoſe, he found them ſo 
lean, that they were not fit to be kill'd, eſpecially 
upon ſo publick an Occaſion, Under this Diſappoint- 
ment he was inform'd, that a religions Woman had a 
Cow that would ſuit his Deſign; but when he applied 
to her to purchaſe the Beaſt, ſhe abſolutely refuſed to 
ſell her, and when ſhe could not be prevail'd upon to 
exchange her for ſeven Cows and a Bull that was offer'd, 
Breaſal drove her away by Violence, and kilFd her for 
the Entertainment. This poor Woman lived at Cl 
Ealchruidhe. The King of [reland with his Courtiers and 
his royal Retinue came to the Feaſt; and when th 
were in the Height of their Mirth, this injured Wo- 
man forc'd her ſelf into the Room, and in the moſt 
affecting Manner complained of Brea/al to the King, 
and repreſenting the Circumſtances. of the Wrong ſhe 
had ſuffer'd, molt paſhonately demanded Juſtice. Di- 
armuid was ſo moved at the Violence offer'd to her, 
and ſo highly reſented the Baſeneſs of his Son, that he 
was in a Rage, and vow'd he would revenge the In- 
jury and put his Son to Death for the Fact. Accord- 
ingly he commanded him to be ſeized and taken into 
ſtrict Cuſtody, and dragging him to the River Loch 
Ruidbe, he order'd him to be drowned, which unnatural 
Sentence was immediately executed, 
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X So far this Story may deſerve Belief; but what follows 
without doubt was foiſted in by the credulous Writers 
of thoſe dark Ages, who were for heaping Miracles upon 
the Backs of their Saints, which the preſent Times are 
not expected to give Credit to. But theſe obſcure Guides 
are the only Authority we have to direct us, and there- 
fore we are obliged to comply with the Coarſeneſs of 
our Materials, and proceed regularly, leſt our Deſign 
ſhould ſuffer more by omitting theſe legendary Rela- 
tions than it poſſibly can by inſerting them in the 
Hiſtory. | 

The King having indulg'd his Paſſion ſo far as to de- 
ſtroy his Son, in his calmer Moments began to lament 
his Loſs, and to condemn himſelf for the ſudden Vio- 
lence of his Reſentment. He was perfectly overcome 
with Melancholy; and when he reflected upon his 
Death, the Thoughts of it were inſupportable. In this 
diſtracted Condition he applied himſelf to Collum Cl, 
who adviſed him to go to St. Beacan, who lived in the 
Province of Muſter, and poſhbly from the Prayers of 

redf N03 that Holy Perſon he might find Relief. This Advice 

2 Al the King follow'd, and attended by Collum Cill, he 

zondoin be- came to the Saint, who reſided in a mean Cell upon 

can. the North Side of Mount Grott, which at this Time is 
known in the Iriſh Language by the Name of Cl Bea- 
can, When they arrived they found the Saint with 
great Labour digging a Ditch to ſurround his Church- 
yard, and working in his wet Cloaths, for it was a 
rainy Day. When St. Beacan perceived that it was the 
King of Ireland; he cried out to him aloud, O Mur- 
therer, down to the Ground upon your Knees; The King 
inſtantly quitted his Horſe and proſtrated himſelf before 
the Saint. Collum Cill, who attended upon the King 
inform'd the Holy Beacan of the Buſineſs they came 
upon, and told him that the King was diſtracted al- 
molt with reflecting upon the Barbarity of the Act he 
had committed, and had no Relief left him but his 
Prayers to Heaven, that God would be pleaſed to par- 
don him the Offence, and reſtore him his Son alive; 
and therefore he preſumed that ſo religious a Perſon, 
would not refuſe to intercede for him, fince his Life and 
Happineſs were ſo immediately concern'd. The Saint 
was moved with Compaſhon, and addreſs'd himſelf three 
Times with great Fervency to Heaven for the reſtoring 
of the young Prince, and Heaven heard his Prayers, 
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for as the Legend relates, the King's Son was brought 


to Life and preſented to his Father, who received him 
with inexpreſſible Joy, and ever held the Saint in great 
Veneration, whoſe Devotion had Power ſufficient to work 
ſuch Wonders, and accompliſh ſo miraculous an Event. 

The Iriſb Chronicles go on, and entertain us with 
Tranſactions of no great Importance, yet not ſo trifling 
as to be wholly omitted. They inform us, that Grazre, 
the Son of Colman, King of Conacht, Cumin Fada, Son 
of Fiachadh, and Camin of Inis Cealtrach, met upon a 
Time at the great Church of Inis, where it was agreed, 


that three Queſtions were to be propoſed among them ee 
and were to be ſeverally anſwer d. Camm was appoint- 95 conf 


dar naom 


ed to aſk the firſt Queſtion, and demanded of Guazre, ano 


what he moſt paſſionately wiſh'd to be poſſeſs'd of in 
this World? His Anſwer was, an immenſe Treaſure of 
Gold and Silver. Then Guaire propoſed to him what 
was the utmoſt of his Wiſhes and Deſires? He replied, 
to their great Surpriſe,, a Languiſhing and diſtemper'd 
Body. The next Queſtion was offer'd by Guaire to 
Cuimin, who aſk'd him what he would wiſh to obtain? 
He replied a Number of pious and learned Books, to 
make me capable of diſcovering the Truth to the People, 
and inſtructing them in the Doctrines of Religion. 
It is ſaid that they all ſeverally obtained their Deſires; 
and particularly we are inform'd, that Camin ended his 
Days miſerably, his Body being ſorely afflicted with 
Pains and Diſeaſes, being under the Curſe of St. Mo- 
chua, who, as the Iriſb Annals relate, implored Heaven 
to puniſh him with the moſt dreadful Viſitations. 
Guaire, the Son of Colman receiv'd Provocations from the 
People of Munſter, which he reſolv'd to revenge by the 
Sword, and after he had completed three Battalions of 
choice Troops raiſed in Conacht, he enter'd that Province 
with great Terror and Loſs to the Inhabitants. The King 
of Caſhel at that Time was Dioma, the Son of Roanon, 
Son of Angus, who was followed by a gallant Army 
and reſolv'd to oppoſe the Hoſtilities of Guarre, and 


drive him into his own Territories. The two Armies met 


at a Place call'd Magh Figiniy, now known by the 
Name of the Heart or Middle of the County of Lime- 
rick, where the two Princes with great Courage en- 
gaged at Carn Fearaidhaidh, and a terrible Slaughter 
was made on both Sides; but Guaire was at length com- 
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WYV pell'd to fly, and moſt of his Forces were {lain upon 
>» bay EN the Spot. In this Action were loſt ſeven of the prin- 
mum" do cipal Gentlemen of the Province of Conacht, The Oc- 
«peer caſion that induced Grarre to invade the Province of 
Munſter, was to ſupport his Pretenſions to all the Ter- 

ritories from Mount Eachtudbe to Limerick, which 
originally belong'd to the old Diviſion of Conacht; but 

was ſeparated from that Province by Lughaizdh Meain, 

the Son of AHongus Trreach, who defeated the Forces of 
Conacht in ſeven ſucceſſive Battles; in which terrible En- 
gagements, which were ſharply diſputed on both Sides, 

were ſlain ſeven Kings, who fought with great Bravery, 

and unfortunarely fell at the Head of their Troops. 
Lughaidh was at length ſo reduc'd that the remaining 

Part of his Army conſiſted of raw undiſciplin'd Men, 

ſcarce of Age and of ſmall Experience; ſo that he made 

Swords Land, of all the Country from Bern Tr: Carbat 

by Carn Fear a:dhaidh, to Bealach Luchaidhe, and from th 
Boiroimbe, to Lem Congeulomn, as the ancient Poet 


Cormac Mac Cuillenan obſerves in the following Man- 
ner. 


The martial Prince Lughaidh Lamhdearg, 
Was Crown'd with Victory, and by his Arms 
Contracted the old Limits of the Province, 
And took from Conacht all the Territories 
From Can Feuradhaig to Ath Luchat. 


St. Muchuo and St. Colum Cill lived in the ſame Age, 
and (as a Manuſcript of ſome Credit, tho' of ſmall 
apr Be Importance relates) when Mochuo, who was likewiſe 
known by the Name of Mac Duach, was retired into 
the Wilderneſs for the Benefit of his Devotion, he had 
no living Creatures about him except a Cock, a Mouſe 
and a Th. The Ule of the Cock was to give him No- 
tice of the Time of Night by his crowing, that he 
might know when to apply himſelf to his Prayers: 
The Mouſe it ſeems had bis proper Office, which was 
to prevent the Saint from ſleeping above five Hours 
within the Space of twenty four; for when the Buſineſs 
of his Devotion, which he exerciſed with great Reve- 
rence and Regularity upon his Knees, had ſo fatigued 
his Spirits, that they required a longer Refreſhmear, 
and Mochuo was willing to indulge himſelf, the Mouſe 
would come to his Ears and ſcratch him with its Feet, 


3 till 


IREL AND 


367 


till he was perfectly awake: The Fly always attended WYV 


upon him when he was reading; it had the Senſe, it 
ſeems, to walk along the Lines of the Book; and when 
the Saint had tired his Eyes and was willing to deſiſt, 
the Fly would ſtay upon the firſt Letter of the next 
Sentence, and by that Means direct him where he was 
to begin. An Excellent Monitor! But as Fate would 
have it, theſe three ſenſible Creatures unfortunately died, 
which was an Affliction of that Conſequence to the 
Saint, that he immediately diſpatch'd a Letter to Collum 
Cill, who was then in Scotland, lamenting the Death of 
his Companions, and intreated a proper Meſſage from 
him to ſupport him in his Sorrow. Collum Cill received 
the News with a Chriſtian Magnanimity, and returned 
this comfortable Anſwer, that he ought to mitigate his 
Grief, for Misfortunes attend upon all ſublunary Things; 
that his three Companions were mortal and ſubject to 


the inexorable Stroke of Death, and therefore it became lee to. 
him not to be ſurpriſed, or in an immoderate Manner 33 
to lament their Departure. Not long after this it was, 


that Diarmuid, the Son of Feargus, King of Ireland, 
fell by the Sword of Hugb Dubh Mac Swyny at a Place 
called Rath Beag in Muigbline, and was buried at Cuin- 


nmrry. 


Feargus and his Brother Daniel were the ſucceeding 4: Þ: 55>. 


Monarchs. They were the Sons of Mortougb, Son of 
Farca, Son of Muireadbach, Son of Logan, Son of 
Niall, the renowned Hero of the ine Hoſtages, deſcend- 
ed from the Poſterity of Heremon. Theſe Brothers go- 
verned the Iſland without jealouſy or diſpute, for the Space 
of one Year. The Mother of theſe Princes was Duinſèach, 
the Daughter of Duach Teangabha, King of Comachr. 
Theſe Kings were obliged to engage with the Inhabitants 
of Leinſter, and they 1 the memorable Battel of 
Gabhra Liffe with the Subjects of that Province, who 
in the Action loſt four hundred of. the principal Nobi- 
lity and Gentry of the Country, together with the 
oreateſt Part of their whole Army. About this Time 
Dioman Mac Muireadhach, who governed the Provinee 
of Ulſter ten Years, was unfortunately kill'd by Bach- 
lachutbh. Feargus and Daniel died ſoon after; but whe- 
ther they fell by an untimely Stroke, as did moſt of 


their Predeceſſors, it is impoſſible at this Diſtance to 


determine, 


Eochaihd 


* 
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Hiechaidb, the Son of Daniel, was the next Succeſſor 
4 O. sgi. in the Throne of [reland ; he was the Son of Mortongh, 
Son of Earca. This Prince admitted with him into the 
Government his Uncle Baodan, Son of Mortough, Son 
of Earca, deſcended from the illuſtrious Line of Here- 
e2b-e cron non, and they governed the Iſland three Years. In the 
. Reign of theſe Princes it was, that Cazrbre Com, the 
Son of Cr:ombthan Heilh, Son of Eochatdb, Son of Nad- 
fraoich, who was King over the Province of Munſter, 
departed the preſent Life: This martial Prince fought 
the Battel of Fe:rmhin againſt Colman Beag, the Son of 
Diarmuid, and defeated him with a terrible Slaughter of 
the greateſt Part of his Forces; and the Victor was 
diſtinguiſhed by the Name of Cairbre Crom, becauſe 
he was nurſed and had his Education at a Place called 
Gomgluiſſe. About this Time died, as ſome of the an- 
cient Records of the Kingdom inform us, Breaunuin 
Biorra, who lived to the Age of nineſcore Years, as 


a Poet of great 1 and good Credit has tranſ- 
mitted to us in the following Verſes. 


Happy the Man whom Providence preſerves 
To the long Life of Briannuin Biorra, 

Who liv'd in Plenty and Proſperity 

hundred and eighty Tears, and then he died 
Lamented. 


Sometime after this, Hachadb, the Son of Baodban, 
engaged in the bloody Battel of Folla and Forthola 
againſt the Inhabitants of the Counties of Ely and OH- 
ry, and obtained a complete Victory by ſlaying incre- 
dible Numbers of the Enemy. In the Reign of theſe 

cont mas Kings died Conull, the Son Combguill, the Commander 
vonhunt of the Dailriada in Scotland, after he had governed 
cus Sue a, that illuſtrious Tribe for the Space of ſixteen Years. 
Aibzn do This Fcor;/h General beſtowed Ai in that Kingdom 
col lum ciie. upon Colum Cill. Theſe Iriſb Princes Eochaidh and 
Baodian were ſlain by Crouan the Son of Tiaghernarg, 
King of Conachta Glinue Geimbin. 7 7 
D. 55% Ainmereach was the ſucceeding Monarch; he was the 
Son of Seadbua, Son of Feargus Ceanfada, Son of Co- 
null Gulban, Son of Mall, the Hero of the ine Hoſtages, 
deſcended from the royal Branch of Heremon, and ad- 
miniſtred the Government three Years. The Wife of 


this Prince was Bridget, the Daughter of Cobbthaig, the 
Son 
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Son of Oiliolla, deſcended from the noble Family of 
the Leinſters of Ard Ladbran, by whom he had a Prince 
whoſe Name was Hugh. Armmereach after a ſhort Reign 
was deprived of his Crown and of his Life by Feargrs 
Mac Weill at Carrig Leime an Hich. 
Baodan ſat next in the Throne of [reland; he was 4. D. 557. 
the Son of Nimeadhadh, Son of Feargus Ceannfada, Son 
of Conull Gulban, Son of Mall, the Hero of the ame 
Hoſtages, deſcended from the Poſterity of Heremon, and 
governed the Iſland one Year. The royal Conſort of 
this Prince was Cacht, the Daughter of the King of Fioum- dabar au. 
gall: And in this King's Reign it was, that St. Brea- Ide 7 naoh 
nuin of Cluain Feart was tranſlated to a better Life. = 1. 2 
About this Time was fought the bloody Conflict of 
Bagha, in which Engagement db, the Son of Eochaidb 
Tiormeharnadh, King of Conacht, was ſlain. The Reign 
of this Iriſh Monarch wes memorable for the Death of the 
renowned Carrbre Crom, King of Munter, and of Bao- 
dan, the King of Uher, and likewiſe of St. Ruadhan 
| Lothra, derived from the Family of Oiliolla Flax Beg, the 
Son of Hacha Muilleathan, Baodan, the King of Ve- 
land, after one Year's Reign was treacherouſly {lain by 
the two Curmins, that is, by Cuimin, Son of Colman Beag, : 
and Cuimin, the Son of Libhrein, at a Place called Car- ; 
rig Leime an Eich. It is proper to obſerve in this Place, 
that the venerable Bede in the fourth Chapter of the 
third Book of his Eugliſh Hiſtory aſſerts, that St. Collum 
Cill removed into Scotland in the Year of our Redemp- 
tion five hundred ſixty five. 2 
Ardbh or Hugh obtained the Crown; he was the Son 4. D. 378. 
of Ainmerach, Son of Seadhna, Son of Feargus Ceanu- 
fada, Son of Conall Gullan, Son of Mall, the Hero of 
the nine Hoſtages, of the royal Line of Heremon. The 
Mother of this Prince, as was obſerved before, was 
Bridget, the Daughter of Cobihach. This Liſh Monarch 
had a long Reign of ſeven and twenty Years, and he 
fought the noted Battle of Beallach Dathi, where he, wan 
obtained a ſignal Victory, and flew Colman Beag, the vari: aryo. 
Son of Diarmuid, and five thouſand of the Enemy were 
left dead upon the Spot: By this Means the Prophecy 
of Collum Cill, who particularly predicted this Defeat, 
was accompliſh'd. In the Reign of Hagb, the pious 
Seanagh, the Biſhop of Cluamiorarrd, departed the pre- 
ſent Life: And during his Government it was, that 
Fiachadh, the Son of Baodain, Son of Muireadbach, 
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WYV who governed the Province of Ulſter five and twenty 


do cont᷑io- 
nol Homo- 
ce at aryo 


— 
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Years, was killed by the Sword of Frachadh, the Son of 
Deamain, in the Battel of Beathadh; about which Time 
died Feidhlim, the Son of Tighernach, King of Mun- 
ſter. 

This /r:/þ King ſummon'd by his royal Mandate the 
Princes, the Nobility and Clergy of the Kingdom to 
meet at the Parliament of Dromceat: He had three 
Reaſons which induced him to appoint this Conven- 
tion, but the principal Occaſion was to concert proper 
Meaſures to expell and baniſh a numerous Body of Men 
who were called Poets out of the Iſland: Theſe Pro- 
feſſors were become very chargeable to the Inhabitants, 
and being of a covetous Diſpoſition, were a Grievance 
inſupportable to thePeople ; and upon the Account of Pri- 
vileges and \Immunities injoyed by theſe Verſifiers from 
the Indulgence of former Kings, a third Part of the 
whole Kingdom paſs'd under the Notion of Poets, and 
profeſs'd ES regular Members of that Society ; 
for it was a plauſible Cover to Idleneſs and Eaſe; it be- 
ing ordain'd by Law, that they ſhould be ſupported by 
other Men's Labours, . and billeted upon the People 
throughout the Iſland from Allballow-tid; till May. This 
Grievance being repreſented to the King, he reſolved to 
reduce their Number by expelling moſt of them the 
Kingdom, and by that Means to redreſs this inſufferable 
Impoſition, and ſatisfie the Deſires of his Subjects. 

But the great Reaſon that incenſed this Monarch 
_ againſt the Ke and provoked him to drive them out 
of the Iſland, was for their Inſolence in demanding the 
Golden Bodkin that faſtned the royal Robes under the 
King's Neck, and was eſteemed ſo ſacred and unalien- 
able, that it was carefully delivered down from one 
Prince to another as a royal Jewel of ſingular Worth and 
Virtue. This unprecedented Demand inraged the 
King; but he conſidered it might be of bad Conſequence 
to baniſh them the Kingdom; and therefore he reſolv- 
ed to confine them to Dailriada in the Province of 
Ulſter. : 

It muſt be obſerved, that this was not the firſt Time 
the Poets fell under the Reſentment of the Iriſh Princes; 
for in the Reign of Connor Macneaſa, King of Ulfer, who 
reigned many Years before Hugh came to the Throne, 
there was a Deſign to proſecute the Poets with the ut- 
molt Severity of Law and Juſtice; for they had by their 


Beha- 


IREL AN D. 


Behaviour rendred themſelves ſo obnoxious to the State, 
and ſo burthenſome to the 1 that there was no 


Poſſibility of appeaſing the Inhabitants without expell- 
ing them the Iſland. But when this Reſolution of the 


Government was known to the Poets, the whole Body eo S x6 
of them, which amounted to a thouſand, met to con- bFilve an 

cert Meaſures to preſerve themſelves from the impend- Cossabg Nr 
ing Storm: Nor are we to wonder that they were in- ulas id. 


creaſed to ſo great a Number ; for every principal Poet 
for a Mark of Diſtinction retained thirty of inferior 
Note as his Attendants, and a Poet of the ſecond Or- 
der was always followed by a Retinue of fifteen. In 
this Convention of Poets, after many Debates, it was 
reſolv'd to leave the Iſland before the Sentence of their 
Baniſhment was pronounced, and retire into Scotland. 
When the King of Uſer underſtood their Deſign, he 
thought it would be inexpedient to tranſport themſelves 
into that Kingdom, and therefore he ſent to them Cong- 
culoiun, one of his Favourites, with a Commiſſion to 
treat with the Malecontents, and allow them a Conti- 
nuance of ſeven Years in the Country, as a Time of 
Probation; and if they did not reform their Conduct 
before the Time expired, they were to be finally baniſh- 
ed. An ancient Poet has recorded this Tranſaction in 
this Manner. | 


Connor, the moſt renowned King of Ulſter, 
A Friend to Arts, and Patron to the learned, 
Protected by his great Authority 

The Poets for ſeven Tears, who livd in Peace 
Throughout the Iſland. 


Within the Time allowed, the Poets by Degrees 
found Means to diſperſe themſelves over the whole Na- 
tion, and gave no Uneaſineſs to the People; fo that 
they lived unmoleſted till the Reign of Fachadb, 
Son of Baodun, King of Ulſter, and from the Time 
of Fiachadb, to Maolchabha, Son of Diomain, Son of 
Carril, who governed the ſame Province, and ſo they 
continued unperſecuted, till Hugh, the Son of Aumereach, 
became Monarch of the Iſland. Three ſeveral Times 
this Profeſhon of Men had rendred themſelves offenſive 
and inſufferable to the People, who repreſented their 
Oppreſſion to the State, and petitioned for their Expul- 
ſion; but they were ſtill protected by the Mediation 
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of the Kings of Ufer, who received them into that 
Province, and were anſwerable for their Behaviour. When 
the firſt Attempt was made towards their Baniſhment, Con- 
nor, the King of Uſer, interpoſed, and profeſs'd himſelf 
their Patron and Advocate, and reprieved their Puniſh- 
do gaꝭ ud ment for ſeven Years, noreithflnding they were above a 
1 4 thouſand in Number. The ſecond Perſecution the 
do dbu. brought themſelves under, was taken off by the Intereſt 
1 and Authority of Hiachadb, the Son of Baodan, who 
governed the ſame Province, and entertained them for 
the Space of one Year; for by this Time their Num- 
ber was reduced, the whole Body amounting to no more 
than ſeven hundred, - with an eminent Poet at the 
Head of them, called Eochaidh Ringh Eigeas, as another 
Poet has recorded in this Manner. 


The learned Eochaidh Riogh Eigeas, 
The celebrated Poet of the Age, 

IWith all his Followers of the ſame Profeſſion, 
ere kindly entertain d by Fiachadh, 
And ſaved from Puniſhment. 
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The third Deſign to expell the Poets was prevented 
by the ſeaſonable Interceſſion of Maolchabha, King of 
Ulſter, who received them into his Favour, and ſaved 
them from Baniſhment; for at this Time they made a 
conſiderable Figure in the Kingdom by their Numbers 
which encreaſed daily and amounted completely to 
rwelve hundred: The principal Poets who had a Sort 
of Juriſdiction over the reſt, were Dallan, Forguill and 


Seauchan; This Deliverance of the Poets is recorded in 
the following Lines. 


The valiant Maolchabha, King of Ulſter, 
| From Exile ſav'd by his Authority | 
j The Poets of the Iſland ; in his Province = 
| | | He entertain'd them abandon'd and forlorn, 

As the great Patron of the Iriſh Muſe. 


ec 51 de- The ſecond Reaſon that prevail'd upon the King to 
tada dy . 
1 50% ſummon by his royal Mandate, the great Aſſembly of 
1 85 Dromceat, was in order to ſettle a conſtant Tribute up- 
the Tribe of the Dailriads in Scotland, who ow'd Ho- 
mage to the Crown of Jreland, and paid an Acknow- 
ledgment, called Eiric, which ſignifies Ranſom or Kin- 


dred 
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ed Money to the King. This Tax was firſt laid _ 


them by Colman, the Son of Combgealladh, but they had 
of late refuſed to contribute their Proportion, which 
Hugh, the reigning Monarch was reſolved to inſiſt upon, 
and accordingly the Matter was fully debated in this 
Convention. Colman, who firſt obliged them to be Tri- 
butaries to the Iriſh, has taken Notice of their Sub- 
jection in this Manner, 


The Dailriads I ordain ſhall pay 

_ Eiric, as Tribute to the Iriſh Crown, 
And with their Troops endeavour to ſupport 
The King by Sea and Land. 


The third Occaſion, for which Hugh aſſembled this bebe 


Convention of the Nobility and Gentry of the King- 


Scanlain 
moo hoir- 


dom, was to deprive Scanlan More, the Son of Cronfhao- rus. 


ladh of the Command of Oer), who had refuſed to 
pay the Revenue ariſing from that Country into the pub- 
lick Exchequer, and diverted it to his own Uſe. His 
Poſt and Authority the King deſigned to confer upon 
Jollan, the Son of Scanlan, who was exceedingly well qua- 
lified to govern that People, and gave Security to the 
King, that he would be punctual in the Payment of the 
Taxes laid upon him. Theſe were the Reaſons for 
which the King conven'd this Parliament of Dromcear, as 
theſe ancient Lines expreſſly teſtifie. 


The Iriſh Monarch ſummon d by his Writs 
The Parliament of Dromceat ; the Subjects in Debate 
Were the Expulſion of the Poets, the ancient Tribute 
J Dailriads, and the juſt depoſing 
Of Scanlan, Prince of Oflcry. 


Having mentioned the Convention of Dromceat and 
the Occaſion of their Meeting, it may not be improper 
to give a particular Account of the Members of that 
Aſſembly, which conſiſted of the Princes, and the 
principal Nobility and Gentry of the whole Kingdom. 
There met upon the Summons from the King, Criomb- 
than Cear, King of Leinſter, Follan, Son of Scanlan 
King of Oery, Maoldum, Son of Aodna or Hugh Bean- 
nain, King of Weſt Munſter, Guaire, Son of Colman, 
King of Clan Fiachadb, North and South, Finghin or 

Florence, Son of Aodha or Hugh Dubh, Son of Criomb- 
n 5 B F 
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Atlan, King of the whole Province of Munſter, Giomb- 
Niogte a- than Deilgneach, King of Weſt Ireland, Ragallach, Son 
oy ark of Uadhach, King of Tuatha Taighdean, and Breifne 5 
duomd ceat RO7ke to Cliabhan Modhbuitrn, Ceallach, Son of Cearnach, 
anſo. Son of Dubh Dothra, at Breiſne ui Reyly, Congallach Ce- 
anmhaguir on T irconull, Fearguill, Son of Maolduin on 
Oilioch, Guaire, Son of Congmill on Ulſter, the two Kings 
of Ongiall, their Names were Daimm, Son of Angus, 
from Clochar Deaſa to Foun Carn at Shabh Fuaid, Hugh, 
Son of Duach gallach from Fionn Carn, Sleibhe Fuaid to 
>» ton the River Boyne. St. Collum Cill likewiſe attended upon 
clewe ca. this Aſſembly of Dromceat; for he had Notice ſent him 
ins dne into Scotland of the Meeting and the principal Motives 
oo Alban that occaſioned it; and he immediately tranſported 
an ett. himſelf from Aoi, where he lived, and was accom- 
panied by a. great Number of religious Perſons, who 
were allowed to fit in this Aſſembly. This Saint was 
followed into /reland by a Retinue of twenty Biſhops, 
forty Prieſts, fifty Deacons and thirty Students in Divi- 
nity, who were not yet admitted into holy Orders. 
This Tranſaction is tranſmitted to Poſterity in the 
Verſes of an old Poet called Ambra Colluin Cill, which 
may be tranſlated thus. 


St. Colum Cill arrived at Dromceat, 
Followed by a Retinue of his Clergy, 
By twenty Prelates of ſuperior Order, 
By forty Presbyters and fifty Deacons, 
And thirty Students in Divinity 

Not yet ordain'd. 


I confeſs, it may ſeem ſurpriſing, that St. Collum (ill, 
who was no more than an Abbot, ſhould be attended by 
Prelates, who were of a more excellent Order among 
the Clergy; but the ſeeming Difficulty will ceaſe by obſerv- 
ing what the venerable Bede aflerts in the fourth Chap- 
ter of the fifth Book of his Eugliſh Hiſtory, where 
he treats of the Biſhops of the Iſland of ii in Scor- 
land, and declares, x 55 the Scorrſh Biſhops acknow- 
ledged the ſuperior Juriſdiction of the Abbots of Abi 
and in the ancient Times paid them ſpiritual Obedi- 

_ ence; his Expreſſion is, Solet ipſa habere Protectorem 
ſemper Abbatem Presbyterum, cujus Virt & omnis Provincia 
& pſt etiam Hpiſcopi Ordine inuſitato debent eſſe ſubjetti, 
juxta Exemplum primi Dodctoris illius qui non Epiſcopus ſed 

| Presbyter 
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Presbyter extnit & Monachus. The Iſland of Aotj was VV 
ſed to have an Abbot, who was a Prieſt for us Governor, 
to whom not only the whole Province but alſo the Biſhops 
by an unuſual Order ow'd Submiſſion, after the Example 
of the Founder and the firſt Teacher, who was not a Bi- 
ſhop but a Prieſt, and a Monk. 

From the Teſtimony of this learned Writer we arc 
to underſtand, that St. Collum Cill was the firſt Teacher 
that attempted to propagate the Chriſtian Faith among 
the PiHs, in the North of Hcotland; for which Reaſon 
not only the Prieſts and the Monks ſubmitted to the 
Authority of Collum Cill, and his Succeſſors in the Iſland 
of Aoij, but the Prelates of the Kingdom likewiſe were 
under their Juriſdiction, and paid them Obedience. 
And therefore the Biſhops, who were inſtructed in the 
Doctrines of Chriſtianity by Collum Gl, thought it their 
Duty to attend upon him into [re/and, to the Aſſembly 
of Dromceat. We have an Account in the ancient 
Manuſcripts, of a remarkable Circumſtance relating to 
this Saint, who it ſeems, had obliged himſelf never, 2008 4 
more to look upon {r;/þ Ground, and therefore to pre- «cans 
vent his Sight, he wore a Sear-cloth over his Eyes during * A 
his Voyage and all the Time he continued in theban. 
Iſland. There was a very holy Perſon call'd St. Mo- 
laiſe, who had ſent St. Collum Cill into Scotland as a 
religious Penance for ſome Offence he had committed, 
and injoin'd him under ſolemn Penalties never more to 
behold /reland with his Eyes, and Collum Cull religiouſly 
obſerv'd his Commands, and never was refreſh'd with a 
Glimpſe of Light till the Aſſembly broke up and he 
return'd into Scorland. St. Malaiſe wrote a Poem upon 
this Occaſion wherein are theſe Lines. 


The pious Collum Cill with his Retinue 

Saild from the Iſle of Aoij, and arrivd 

In Ireland ; but by the Diſcipline of the Church, , 
Injoin'd, he never with his Eyes beheld 

The Country. 


The Occaſion of this ſevere Penance inſlicted by St.  gyecte- 
Molaiſe, was to correct the vindictive Nature of St. Col- aur Ar 
lum Cill, who had imbroil'd the Kingdom in great Con- de A f 
fuſion, and to gratifie his Revenge was the Promoter tare. 
of the following bloody Engagements; the Battel of 
Cuill Dreimne, the Battel of Cuill Ratham, and the 

e e a Battel 
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A Battel of Cuill Feadba. The Battel of Gull Dreimut 
was fought (as St. Caran teſtifies in an ancient Manu- 
ſcript call'd Jobbuir Chiaran) upon this Occaſion, During 
the Time of the Seſſions of the royal Parliament of 
Tara, that was ſummon'd by Diarmuid, the Son of Fe- 
argus Ceirbbeil, King of Ireland, it unfortunately hap- 
pen'd, that Cuarnan the Son of Hugh, Son of Eochardh 


Laws and Privileges of that Convention. The King 
reſoly'd to preſerve the Rights and the Dignity of that 
Aſſembly, order'd Cuarnan to be executed; but he eſcaped 
the Hands of Juſtice at that Time, and implored the 
Protection of the two Sons of Earca, Feargus and Daniel, 
who gave him Refuge and for the better Security of his 
Life, they committed him to the Care of St. Collum Cill, 
as to a religious Sanctuary which no Authority would 
da eur tu preſume to violate. But notwithſtanding the Piety and 
£cat an ſo the Character of his Keeper, the Crime of the Offender 
was of that Importance that Juſtice found him out in his 
Retirement and deprived him of his Life. This facri- 
legious Violence, as it was judg'd to be, fo enraged St. 
Collum Cill, that his Paſhon urg'd him on to Revenge; 
and incenſing the Northern Clanna Weill, with the In- 
jury he had receiv'd and the Impiety of the Fact, they 
took Arms in Defence of the Saint; and in an outrageous 
Manner demanded Satisfaction of Diarmuid, for violat- 
ing the holy Aſylum, and putting the Offender to 
Death; The King thought to chaſtiſe their Sedition 
with the Sword, and march'd againſt them with his 
Forces; a terrible Engagement follow d, and after a bloody 
Conflict the royal Army ſupported by the provincial 
Troops of Conacht was defeated, and that martial Clan 
obtained a complete Victory, not a little owing (ſays 
the Manuſcript) to the fervent Prayers of Collum Cl. 
There is another Record call'd the Black Book of 
Molaga, which gives a different Account of the Battel 
of Cuill Dreimne. This Chronicle relates, that there 
was a Copy of the new Teſtament tranſcrib'd from the 
Book of Fontan, which was claimed by no Proprietor, 
and therefore Fontan inſiſted, that the Copy was his as 
it was written from the Original, which was in his 
Hands. Collum Cl was of another Opinion, and ſtre- 
nuouſly urg'd, that fince it was unknown, who wrote it, 
he might as well lay claim to it as another, and reſolv'd 
to proſecute the Matter to the utmoſt. This Diſpute 


was 


Fioncharna, kill'd a Gentleman againſt the eſtabliſh'd 
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was managed with _ Violence and Acrimony on WWW 
both Sides, and occaſioned ſuch Diſturbance, that Diar- 
muid was obliged to interpoſe and decide the Diſpute. 
The King heard the Pretenſions of both Parties, and 
weighing deliberately the Arguments that were offer- 
ed, he gave Sentence in Favour of Fjonntan, uſin 
this familiar Proverb, that the Cow and the Calf ought bnertes' - 
always to go together, and therefore the Proprietor of the d, '*'25 
Original had an undoubted Right in the Copy, till the 7. EN 
Tranſcriber, who was the true Owner, thought fit to 
lay in his Claim. This Repulſe was reſented by Colum 
Cl, who found Means to engage the King in a War, 
which occaſioned the memorable Battle of Cu Dreimne. 
The Battle of Cult Rathain fought between the Dailna- d, gn »4 
ruidhe and the Inhabitants of Uſer, was occaſioned by cent ro 0 | 
the Reſentment of Colum Cill, who had received ſome {15 wn 
Affront from Combgall, and reſolved to revenge it with 2a cun N. 
the Sword. Combgall raiſed the Forces of that Province 
to oppoſe him, and both Sides came to an Engagement. 
The Battel of Cu Feadha was likewiſe fou 2 by the 
Procurement of Colum Cill. In this Action ke encoun- 
tred the Forces of Colman, the Son of Diarmuid, who 
had raiſed a numerous Army in Defence of his Son Col- 
man, who had unfortunately killed Baodan, the Son of 
Nimneadha, King of Ireland, at Leim an Eich, which 
young Prince was committed to the Charge and Tuition 
of Colum Cill. 

It has been obſerved before, that Colum Ci] came out 
of Scotland, attended by many Prelates, Preſbyters, and 
' Deacons; and when he came near Dromceat, where the 
Principal of the Kingdom were aſſembled, the Wife of 2 uml af 
Hugh, King of Ireland was incenſed at his Arrival, zan aw «1c. 
and commanded her Son Conall to uſe theſe religious . 
Foreigners with Contempt and Diſreſpect; and not to 
regard their Office, nor give them the leaſt Countenance 
or Protection. This uncivil Deſign was ſoon com- 
municated to Colum Cill, who being of a quick Re- 
ſentment, refuſed to enter into the Aſſembly, till 
he had obtained his Revenge upon the Queen and 
the Prince for this Treatment ; and therefore he ad- 
dreſſed himſelf to Heaven, and importunately petiti-, 
oned for an exemplary Stroke of Vengeance; which 
was, that the Queen and her waiting Lady, who at- 
tended near her Perſon , might be puniſh'd with a Diſ- 
| 1 eaſe 
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WYV caſe, which though not incurable, yet ſhould afflict 


them with long and lingring Pains. This Iufliction 
was ſent by Heaven, and obliged the Queen and her 
Attendant to confine themſelves in their Apartments 
and not to come abroad. During the Time that 
their Diſtemper continued, the ſuperſtitious People of 
the Country imagin'd that they were turned into 
Cranes; for it happen'd that two Cranes that were 
never obſerv'd before frequented an adjoining Ford, 
which made the poor Ruſticks fond of this Opini- 
on. A Poet of that Age ſeverely laſhes this ſuperſti- 
tious Conceit, and among other ſatirical Lines has 


theſe following. 


The Queen aſtoniſb d at her Feathers ſtood, 

And with her Maid transform d, frequents the Flood: 
But when ſhe ſees a coming Storm, ſhe ſails | 
Above the Clouds, and leaves the lowly Vales. 


The Reaſon of the Saint's Reſentment againſt the 
Servant was, becauſe ſhe was the Meſſenger employ- 
ed by the Queen to the young Prince to prejudice 
him againſt the Reception of Colum Cill and his At- 
tendants. 

After St. Colum Cill had accompliſhed his Revenge 
upon the Queen and her Servant, he entred the Al- 
ſembly, where he was received with ſingular Reſpect, 
and had the Honour to be placed next to Conall, the 
Son of Hugh, Son of Aimireach, King of Ireland, and 
the Nobility and Gentry that belonged tohim. Butwhen 
the young Prince obſerved, that the Clergy were admit- 


ted into the Convention, and ſeated in fo eminent a 


Place, he was moved with Indignation, and incenſed 
twenty ſeven of the moſt furious and paſſionate of his 
Friends, who obeyed the Commands of Conall, and in 


Aonay a a molt barbarous Manner inſulted the Clergy by pett- 


EamT1oNanl 


_— them with Turfs and Dirt, till they were covered 


do toluw With Filth, and ſome of them very much bruiſed by 


cille Je. 


this violent and uncivil Treatment. St. Colum G 
was amazed at the Indignity, and undertaking the Cauſe 
and Protection of his Followers, he expoſtulated with 
the Aſſailants, and boldly inquired at whole Inſtigation 
it was, that the Privileges belonging to that Aſſembly 
were ſo outrageouſly violated, and the Rights of the 


particular 


IRELAND 


particular Members ſo inſolently invaded ? and when he WWW 


underſtood, that Conall, the King's Son, was the Di- 
rector and the principal Cauſe of this Barbarity, he 
warmly repreſented to the Prince the Heiniouſneſs of 
the Fat; and (as the Chronicle goes on) he cauſed 
ſeven and twenty Bells to be rung, and by theſe Bells he 
laid the moſt heavy Curſes and dreadful Imprecations upon 
him; which had that Effect as to deprive Conall of his Senſe 
and Underſtanding, and in the End occaſioned the Loſs 
of his Eſtate, and of the Succeſſion it ſelf to the Crown 


of Ireland. This cruel Prince from the Cur/e laid upon eondll cio- 
him by ringing the Be/ls was afterwards diſtinguiſhed by 54 ufo. 


the Name of Conall Chgach. 

Hugh, the King of Ireland, had another Son, whoſe 
Name was Daniel, a Prince of a more human and cour- 
teous Diſpoſition than his Brother, and who profeſſed a 
reverend Regard to the Chriſtian Religion, and the 
Clergy that officiated in the Adminiſtration of ir. Sr. 
Colum Cill applied himſelf to this young Prince, who 
received him ſuitably to his Character and holy Functi- 
on; he inſtantly roſe up, and kiſſed the Cheek of the 
Saint; and among other Teſtimonies of Reſpe&, he 
reſigned his Seat, and placed Collum in his own Chair. 
The Saint was ſo affected with this uncommon Cour- 
tely and Condeſcenſion, that he. pronounced a Bene- 
diction over the young Prince, and prayed ſolemnly to 
Heaven that his Life might be crowned with Proſperity 
and Happineſs, and after theDeceaſe of his Father he might 
ſucceed him in the Throne of /re/and, and be a Bleſſing 
to his People. The Prayers of the Saint had their de- 
fired Succeſs; for Conall, as his Right and Inheritance, 
his Brother being incapable to govern, was poſſeſſed 
of the Sovereignty of the Iſland, and ruled the King- 
dom thirteen Years. 

Atſter theſe Civilities had paſs'd between the Saint 
and the young Prince, St. Collum Cill addreſſed himſelf 
to the King, who was in a ſeparate Apartment from 
the reſt of the Aſſembly, and the young Prince Daniel 
with him. The King was ſomewhat 


urpriſed at the ©geollun 


lac dn N. 


ee of the Saint; for by the Miracles which he tag © 
hai 


had performed, and by the conſtant Succeſs of his oz. 
Prayers he became terrible to the ib Court, and the 
King himſelf had a great Awe upon him when he came 
into his Preſence. But notwithſtanding he was receiv- 
ed with great Ceremony and outward Reſpect, which 

7 5 h 1 proceeded 
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WYV proceeded perhaps more from Fear than any ſincere Va- 
lue for his Perſbn or his Character. The Saint was 


ar 
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willing to prove the Integrity of the Reception, and 
to make Tryal of the King's Favour; and therefore he 
told him that he had three Requeſts to propoſe, which 
if they were granted, he ſhould be convinc'd that the 
Civility and Reverence ſhew'd him outwardly by the 
King was real and undiſguiſed. Hugh afraid to diſoblige 
the Saint replied, that whatever his Petitions were, if it 
was in his Power, they ſhould certainly be granted. 
Collum made Anſwer, that he was able to gratify his 
Deſires, which were, that he would retra& his Purpoſe 
of baniſhing the Poets, and driving them out of the 
Kingdom; that he would diſcharge Scanlan More, 
King of Ofſery, from his Confinement, whom he kept 
in his Cuſtody as a Priſoner; and that he would not 
tranſport his Army into Hcotland to raiſe the chief Rents 
and Contributions of the Dailriada, or advance their 
Tribute beyond what was paid to his Predeceſſors. The 
King ſaid in Anſwer, that it would be of infinite Prejudice 
to his Government, to give any Protection to the Poets; 
for they were a lazy, a covetous, and inſatiable Body, and 
an inſupportable Grievance to the People; for their 
Numbers increaſed daily, every ſuperior Poet taking 
State upon himſelf, being followed by a Retinue of thir- 
ty, and thoſe of a lower Order retaining a proportion- 
able Number of Attendants ſuitable to their ſeveral De- 
grees, ſo that a third Part of the whole Kingdom had 
entred themſelves into the Society of the Poets, to the great 
Decay of Trade and Induſtry, and the ſenſible Impo- 
veriſhment of the Country; and therefore he was oblig- 
ed for the Eaſe of his Subjects and his own Safety, to 
purge the Iſland of them, and tranſplant them into 


dora oc new Settlements. The Saint patiently attended to the 


King's Reaſons, and convinced by the Force of his Ar- 
guments, he replied, that it was neceſſary that the College 
of Poets ſhould be reform'd but not ſuppreſs'd; that he 
would conſent to the Reduction of their Numbers, and 
the degrading of the greateſt Part of them; yet it 
would be a Support and Emolument to the royal Dig- 
nity, if his Majeſty after the Example of precedent 
Kings, retained a Poet of Honeſty and Diſtin&ion in 


his Court, and would allow that every provincial Prince 


in thel{land ſhould: enjoy the Privilege of a learned Poet 
in his Retinue, and that every Lord of a Cantred 


ſhould 
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ſhould likewiſe maintain a Poet, if he pleaſed, to preferve 4 Y 
the Exploits, and record the Genealogy of his Fami- 
| Iy- This Propoſal was accepted by the King, the Ex- 
pulſion of the Poets was prevented, and this Regula- 
tion was the Standard, by which the Society of the Poets 
were directed in future Ages, This Agreement between | 
St. Collum Cill and the King of Ireland is thus tranſ- 
mitted to us in the Lines of an old Poet, called Maol- 
ruthumn. 


The Poets were ſecur d from Baniſhment 

By Collum Cill, who by his ſage Advice 
Softned the King's Reſentment, and prevail d 
That every Iriſh Monarch ſhould retain 

A learned Poet ; every provincial Prince 

And Lord of a Cantred were by Right allow'd 
The ſame Privilege and Honour. 


From this Eſtabliſhment by Hugh, the King of [re- 
land, and Collum Cill, aroſe the continued Cuſtom for 
every [ri/þ Monarch to maintain a moſt learned and 
accompliſhed Poet in his Court for his own Uſe and 
Service: Every provincial Prince and Lord of a Can- 
tred had the ſame Liberty allowed, and were obliged 
to ſettle a fixed Salary upon their Poets, that was ſuffici- 
ent to afford them an honourable Maintenance, and ſe- 
cure them from the Contempt of the People. In thoſe 
Ages the Perſons of Poets were eſteemed ſacred, and 
their Patrimonies and Properties inviolable. In public 
Wars or Commotions they were exempted from Plun- tam eo 
dering and Contributions, they paid no Taxes or Ac-5% FieF*. 
knowledgments to the State, and their Houſes were in- L405 —_ 
veſted with the Privilege of a Sanctuary, and not to be 
forc'd without Sacrilege and Impiety, There were 
Colleges erected, and large Revenues ſettled upon them 
in the Nature of Univerſities, where Learning and Arts — 
were taught and encouraged. Rath Ceannaid was an | 
Academy in thoſe Times, and ſo were Ma/7uidh and 
Maigh Sleachia in Breiſne: Here free Schools were open- | 
ed, and Youth educated and inſtructed in Antiquity, 
Hiſtory, Poetry, and other Branches of valuable and 
police Learning. | 
In the Reign of this /r71/þ Monarch, Eochaidh Eigeas 
was the moſt excellent Poet, and was Preſident over 
the whole Body throughout the Iſland; he was known 
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by another Name, and by ſome called Dallan Forgaill. 
This Governor of the Society had Authority to examine 
into the Qualifications and Abilities of Novices and 
Candidates, and upon Admiſſion he ſent them into the 
ſeveral Provinces of the Iſland; particularly he recom- 
mended Hugh Eigeas to Crivch Brearg, and Meath Urmaol 
he ordained the chief Poet in the two Provinces of 


File ap 34 Mfunfler; Seanchan, Son of Lairſeartaig, he appointed 


enioe de1- 
im dnp o. 


to the Province of Conacht, and F:rh the Son of Muiread- 
hach he fixed in the Province of Ver, and ſettled 
a Poet of good Learning and Ingenuity in the Famil 
of every Lord of a Cantred thro' the whole Kingdom. 
Theſe Poetical Profeſſors had free Lands and Revenues 
aſſigned them for their Support by their ſeveral Patrons, 
they were exempted from Tax and Plunder, and in- 
veſted with valuable Privileges, and over and above 
their Salaries, were paid for every Poem they compoſed, 
by the Perſon or Family that employed him. 

The ſecond Requeſt that St. Collum Cill * to 
Hugh, the King of Ireland, was the Releaſe and En- 
largement of the King of en; but this Petition 
was denied, which ſo diſpleaſed the Saint, that he re- 
plied boldly, that Sanlan ſhould be diſcharged, and that 
very Night ſhould untie the Strings of his Broges at 
the Time when he was offering up his Midnight De- 


_ votion, a 
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The third Favour that St. Collum Cill deſired of the 
King of Ireland was, that he would not attempt to. 
oy an Army into Scotland to raiſe the Tribute 
and Taxes that was uſually paid by the Tribe of the 
Dailriada; for it would be an Incroachment upon their 
ancient Privileges, and contrary to the eſtabliſhed Laws 
of his Predeceſſors to commit Hoſtilities upon that ho- 
nourable Clan, which was always ready to aſſiſt the 1770 
Crown with their Arms, and expoſe their Lives with 
reat Bravery in its Defence. But this Remonſtrance 
Los reaſonable ſoever, had no Effe& upon the King, 
who reſolved to invade Scotland with a powerful Army, 
and compel that Tribe to gratify his Demand. The 
Saint made anſwer, that Providence had taken that il- 
luſtrious Clan into its peculiar Protection, which was 
able and reſolved to ſet Bounds to the Tyrany and 
Exactions of the [ri/þ Crown, and would deliver the 
Dailriada's from ſo unjuſt and unprecedented Oppreſh- 
ons; and this was ſpoken with a prophetick Spirit, and 
was 
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was afterwards literally accompliſhed. After this Diſ SYV 


courſe between the King and the Saint, he with the 
Retinue of the Clergy took leave of the Court, and 
prepared to return to Scotland. An ancient Manuſcript 


called Leabhar Glin da Loch, obſerves that Ardhan, the 


Son of Gabhran, Son of Domanguirt, was preſent at the 


Aſſembly of Dromceat, and was allowed a Place in the 
Convention, and that he was among the Attendants of 
St. Collum Cill, when he had the laſt Intercourſe with 
the Iriſßh Monarch, and made his Compliments at his 
Departure. The ſame valuable Record aſſerts, that the 
Aſſembly of Dromceat ſat conſtantly without Proroga- 
tion for the Space of a whole Year and one Month, 
where moſt excellent Laws were eſtabliſhed and ad- 
mitted for the correcting of Abuſes in the State, and 
for the future Government of the People. 

When Collum Cill had taken his final Farewel of the 
King and the /r;/þ Court, he withdrew and came with 
his Followers to a Place called Dulh Hagluis in Inis Ho- 
gain, where Scanlan, the King of Offery, was confined 
in cloſe Cuſtody; and the Night after he arrived (as 
the old Chronicle, tinctur'd, I am afraid, with Igno- 
rance or Superſtition, particularly mentions) a moſt 
miraculous Event happened; for a large Pillar, as it 
were, of Fire appeared in the Air, which it enlightned, 
and directly hung over the Apartment where Scanlan was 
impriſoned under a ſtrong Guard, and loaded with Chains. 


The Soldiers were aſtoniſhed at this fiery Appearance, do Scantan 
which was exceeding bright and terrible, and under Sur-ν a 


priſe fell flat upon their Faces to the Ground. All the 
Caſtle was illuminated as at Midday, and a Beam of 
Light darted into the Room, where the King of Oer 
lay groaning under the Weight of his Irons, and (as the 
Tale goes on) he heard a diſtinct Voice, which called 
to him aloud, Hand up Scanlan, give me your Hand, fear 
nothing, leave your Chams and Fetters behind you. The 
King was in a Maze at the Viſion and the Voice, but 
he took Courage upon Recollection, and roſe up, and 
gave his Hand to an Angel in human Shape, who led him 
out of the Apartment, his Feet being at Liberty, and 
his Chains falling off of their own Accord. The Guards 
were ſurpriſed as the Angel was conducting the King, 
and demanded who they were that dared to force the 
Priſon againſt the King's Command. The Angel re- 
plied that Scanlan, King of Offery, was delivered from 
| L X his 
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his Impriſonment, which Anſwer confounded the Sol- 
diers; for they thought it impoſſible that any human 
Power would make ſo deſperate an Attempt: And by 

this means the King obtained his Liberty. 

When they had paſſed the Guards, the King was 
preſented to Collum Cill, with whom he was to continue 
that Night; and the Saint being diſpoſed to ſleep, he 
intended to take off his Broges, but he was prevented by 
the King, who untied them, as Collum Cill had predicted. 
The Saint in Surpriſe demanded who had looſened his 
Strings; the King anſwered he had done it, which 
gave the Saint great Satisfaction, becauſe he had fruſtrat- 
ed the Deſign of Hugh, the King of [reland, upon that 
Prince, and procured his Delivery from a cruel Impri- 
ſonment. 

The King of Oer) was ſeverely uſed during his 

Confinement, his Apartment was mean and unbecom- - 
ing his Quality, and his Diet hard and exceeding 
coarſe; for his Keepers allowed him nothing but Fall- 
meat, which ſo violently inflamed his Throat and raiſ- 
ed his Thirſt, that when Collum Cill would have talked 
with him about the Circumſtances of his Uſage and 
the Poſture of his Affairs, his Mouth was ſo dry, that 
he could not ſpeak plain or give an Anſwer, but made 
Signs, and by a confuſed Noiſe ſignified that he wanted 
Drink. The Saint immediately reliev'd his Thirſt, and 
commanded Baorthin one of his Followers to give the 
King a large Bowl top full, which the King joyfully 
accepted and finiſhed at three Draughts. After his 
Thirſt was thus afluaged and his Throat cool'd, he 
was able to diſcourſe, and anſwered the Saint parti- 
cularly to every Queſtion, and made him acquainted 

Faghala with his neareſt Concerns. But from the Impediment 
ou _—_ that was in the Speech of the King occaſioned by his 
hte ors Thirſt, the Poſterity of Scanlan, as 3 ſucceeded him in 
re. the Command of OMery were obſerved to ſtammer and 
to pronounce their Words with a great deal of Trouble 
and Difficulty. The King being thus reſtored to Liberty, 
was adviſed by Collum Cl to return to his Government, 
and appear publickly in the Adminiſtration of Affairs. 

But Scaulam apprehended the Reſentment of Hugh, King 
of Irelaud, who would be apt to ſeize upon him again, 
and commit him to Priſon under a ſtronger Guard with 
worle Uſage. The Saint told him not to fear, and to 
inſpire him with Courage he beſtowed upon him his 
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Epiſcopal Staff as a Security and Protection, with a Com 
mand to leave it for him at his Convent at Armmnmeh in 
the County of Offery. The King under this ſacred 
Aſſurance of Safety, returned to his Court, and reigned 
over his People as long as he lived without any Diſtur- 
bance or Invaſion from Hugh, King of Ireland. 

Scanlan from a Principle of Gratitude acknowledged 
the Favours he had received from Collum Cill, to whom 
he ow'd his Life and Delivery, and enacted a Law 
which ſhould oblige his Subjects, who were Maſters of 
Families, to pay three Pence a Year towards the Sup- 
port of the Convent, which Collum Cill had erected at 
Armutgh in the County of Offery ; and this Tax was to 
be levied from Bladl ma to the Sea-ſide. An old Poet 
of good Authority, who compoſed upon the Ambra or 
the HJiſion of Collum Cill, has recorded this Tranſaction 
in the following Lines. | 


It is eflabliſhed by my royal Law, 

Which I require my Subjects to obey, 

That every Maſter of a Family, 

Who lives within the Extent of my Command, 
Should three Pence offer as an yearly Tribute 
To the religious Convent of Armuigh. 


After this Revenue was ſettled upon the Cnovent by a rf eo 
legal Eſtabliſhment, St. Collum Cill pronounced a ſolemn gef 48 
Benediction upon the royal Family of Scanlan, and up- ori ob. 
on the whole County in general; but limited by this 
Condition, that the King and the People ſhould pay 
Obedience to the Governor of the Convent, who was 
to exerciſe a Sort of ſpiritual Juriſdiction over all O/e- 
ry; and likewiſe, that they would be juſt and regular in 
the Payment of the yearly Revenues that was fixed by 
Law upon themſelves and their Poſterity. An Account 
of this Tranſaction is tranſmitted to us in the ſame Po- 
em, called the /;/7on of Collum Cill, the Verſes may be 
thus tranſlated. 8 E 


The fruitful Land of Oſſery I bleſs, 
. The King, his Family and all his Subjects, 
Who from a Conſcience of Religion 
Have bound themſelves a yearly Tax to pay, 
And fix'd the ſame on their Poſterity. 
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The GENERAL HISTORY 


It is to be obſerved, that St. Collum (all, whoſe Me- 
mory is ſo valuable a fer ancient Iriſh, was called 
originally at his Baptiſm by the Name of Criombthan ; 
Ki; if we believe the Book that gives an Account of 
his Liſion (whoſe Teſtimony may perhaps be queſtioned 
in ſome Particulars) his Guardian Angel, who always at- 
tended him, was known by the Name of Axall, and his 
evil Genius, who followed him as a Plague to infect his 
Mind, and inſpire him with impious Thoughts and 
wicked Deſigns, was called Demal. This we find re- 
corded (tho' with what Certainty it is hard to ſay) 


in the ſame Treatiſe which relates the moſt memorable 
Acts of this Saint. 


The pious Chriſtian Hero Collum Cill 

When he was baptiz'd, receibd the Name 

Of Criomthan o Cuin ; his guardian Angel 
Was the moſt watchful Axal; but the Demon 
Who, with infernal Malice ſtung, attended 
Upon the Saint to torture and torment him, 
Was called Demal. 


This Change of his Name hapned when he was un- 
der the Tuition of Florence, or A Moigh Bille, who 
was the Tutor that inſtructed him in the Doctrines of 
Religion, and had the principal Care and Mana ge- 
ment of his Education. This Maſter allowed his Pupil 
the Liberty one Day in the Week to divert himſelf, and 
go to the neighbouring Town to play with his Com- 


panions, who were Youths of the ſame Age; and being 


a Child of a very modeſt and agreeable Diſpoſition, 
his Company was deſired by all the Children in the 
Country, who upon the Day that he was to go abroad 
would reſort to the Door of the Monaſtery to receive 
him; and when they ſaw him coming to the Gate, 
they would from a Tranſport of Joy lift up their Hands, 
and cry, here comes Collum na Cille, which in the [iſh 
Language ſignifies the Pigeon of the Church; for he was 
a Child diſtinguiſh'd for a meek Behaviour, and the 
Title was applied to him with great Propriety: When 
the Abbot Florence, who was his Guardian, obſerved 
the Name his Companions had beſtowed upon the 
Youth, he began to think it was the Will of Heaven 
that he ſhould be ſo called, and from that Time he gave 


him 
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him the Title of Collum Cille, and never uſed the Name 
of Criomhthan which was given him at his Baptiſm. 

Nor is it ſurpriſing to Ed an Alteration in the Name 

of this Jam; for ſuch Changes hapned frequently 
among the Jars, who were often diſtinguiſhed by new 
Names. This we obſerve in a religious Perſon called 
Muchoda, that was a Diſciple of St. Patrick, and was 
originally call'd Carthach; the ſame we find in Caomhan, 
who at the Font receiv'd the Name of Mac Weile, and St. 
Patrick himſelf was call'd Hicar at his Baptiſm, but 
when he came to Confirmation he had the Name given 
him of Gemmnns Magnus, and afterwards when Celeſtine 
the Pope of Rome ſent him into /reland, to propagate 
the Chriſtian Faith, he again chang'd his Name, 
and call'd him Pazrick, Upon this Occaſion I might 
inſtance Fromnbharr of Cork, and many others of exem- 
plary Piety, who were diſtinguiſh'd upon Occaſions by 
different Names, in the ſame Manner as St. Collum 
Cill, who from his Youth was known by that Name, 
notwithſtanding he received the Name of Giombthan 
when he was baptiſed. 

It muſt not be omitted in this Place that the Father bag do c- 

of St. Collum Cill was naturally an /-:/þ Man, his Mo- 8 Bao 
ther was likewiſe of the ſame Country, and not of wrt - * 
Scortiſh Deſcent, as ſome partial Hiſtorians of that King- o «t4 7 a 
dom would willingly impoſe upon the World; and to“ 
confirm this Truth we have the Authority of a Book 
call'd the Chronicle of the Saints of Ireland, which ex- 
preſlly aſſerts that Ferdhlin the Son of Feargus Ceannfada, 
Son of Collum Gulban, the Son of Mall, the great Hero 
of the nine Hoſtages, was the Father of St. Collum Cill; 
and as a farther Evidence it may not be improper to 
ſubjoin the following Verſes, tranſlated from an old 
Poet, whoſe Teſtimony cannot be diſputed. 


The moſt religious Collum Cill 
Deſcended from the royal Race of Felix, 
Son of Feargus, moſt renown'd in War, 
Son of the invincible Conull Gulban. 


This is the Genealogy of Collum Cill by his Father's 
Line, and that he was likewiſe of /r;/þ Extraction by the 
Family of his Mother, appears from the Teſtimony of 
the Treatiſe before mention'd, call'd the Viſion of Col- 
lum Cill, which records, that Eiibne, the Daughter of 


Dioma, 
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It is to be obſerved, that St. Collum Cill, whoſe Me- 
mory is ſo valuable we) Is dip ancient Iriſh, was called 
originally at his Baptiſm by the Name of Crimbthan ; 
TT if we believe the Book that gives an Account of 
his Liſion (whoſe Teſtimony may perhaps be queſtioned 
in ſome Particulars) his Guardian Angel, who always at- 
tended him, was known by the Name of Axall, and his 
evil Genius, who followed him as a Plague to infect his 
Mind, and inſpire him with impious Thoughts and 
wicked Deſigns, was called Demal. This we find re- 
corded (tho' with what Certainty it is hard to ſay) 


in the ſame Treatiſe which relates the moſt memorable 
Acts of this Saint. | 


The pious Chriſtian Hero Collum Cill 

When he was baptiz'd, receibd the Name 

Of Criomthan o Cuin ; his guardian Angel 
Was the moſt watchful Axal; but the Demon 
Who, with infernal Malice ſtung, attended 
Upon the Saint to torture and torment him, 
Was called Demal. 


This Change of his Name hapned when he was un- 
der the Tuition of Florence, or Vinghin Moigh Bille, who 
was the Tutor that inſtructed him in the Doctrines of 
Religion, and had the principal Care and Mana ge- 
ment of his Education. This Maſter allowed his Pupil 


the Liberty one Day in the Week to divert himſelf, and 


go to the neighbouring Town to play with his Com- 
panions, who were Youths of the ſame Age; and being 
a Child of a very modeſt and agreeable Diſpoſition, 
his Company was deſired by all the Children in the 
Country, who upon the Day that he was to go abroad 
would reſort to the Door of the Monaſtery. to receive 
him; and when they ſaw him coming to the Gate, 
they would from a Tranſport of Joy lift up their Hands, 

and cry, here comes Collum na Cille, which in the Iriſ 
Language ſignifies the Pigeon of the Church; for he was 
a Child diſtinguiſh'd for a meek Behaviour, and the 
Title was applied to him with great Propriety: When 
the Abbot Florence, who was his Guardian, obſerved 
the Name his Companions had beſtowed upon the 
Youth, he began to think it was the Will of Heaven 
that he ſhould be ſo called, and from that Time he gave 


him 
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of Criombthan which was given him at his Baptiſm. 

Nor is it ſurpriſing to 54 an Alteration in the Name 
of this Saim; for ſuch Changes hapned frequently 
among the Sams, who were often diſtinguiſhed by new. 
Names. This we obſerve in a religious Perſon called 
Muchoda, that was a Diſciple of St. Patrick, and was 
originally call'd Carthach; the ſame we find in Caomhan, 
who at the Font receiv'd the Name of Mac Nezle, and St. 
Patrick himſelf was call'd Sicar at his Baptiſm, but 
when he came to Confirmation he had the Name given 
him of Cemmus Magnus, and afterwards when Celeſtine 
the Pope of Rome Kent him into Ireland, to propagate 
the Chriſtian Faith, he again chang'd his Name, 
and call'd him Pazrick, Upon this Occaſion I might 
inſtance Fromnbharr of Cork, and many others of exem- 
plary Piety, who were diſtinguiſh'd upon Occaſions by 
different Names, in the ſame Manner as St. Collum 
Cill, who from his Youth was known by that Name, 
notwithſtanding he received the Name of Giombiban 
when he was baptiſed. 


dom would willingly impoſe = the World; and to 
confirm this Truth we have the Authority of a Book 
call'd the Chronicle of the Saints of Ireland, which ex- 
preſſly aſſerts that Feidblin the Son of Feargus Ceannfada, 
Son of Collum Gulban, the Son of Mall, the great Hero 
of the nime Hoſtages, was the Father of St. Collum (ill; 
and as a farther Evidence it may not be improper to 
ſubjoin the following Verſes, tranſlated from an old 
Poet, whoſe Teſtimony cannot be diſputed. 


The moſt religious Collum Cill 

Deſcended from the royal Race of Felix, 

Son of Feargus, moſt renown'd in War, 
Son of the invincible Conull Gulban. 


This is the Genealogy of Collum Cill by his Father's 
Line, and that he was likewiſe of /r;/þ Extraction by the 
Family of his Mother, appears from the Teſtimony of 
the Treatiſe before mention'd, call'd the Viſion of Col- 
lum Cill, which records, that Eitbne, the Daughter of 


Dima, 
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him the Title of Collum Cille, and never uſed the Name 


It muſt not be omitted in this Place that the Father bug 80 c 
of St. Collum Cill was naturally an /ri/þ Man, his 2 _ 
ther was likewiſe of the ſame Country, and not of a eilte do ta. 
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Dioma, Son of Naos, who came from the Poſterity of 
Cairbre Maſer, King of Leſter, was the Mother of 


this Saint; the following Verſes are tranſlated from the 
ſame Writer. 


Eithne, a Noble and a virtuous Princeſs, 
Sprung from the illuſtrious Line of Cairbre 3 
Was Daughter of Dioma, Son of Naoi, 
And Mother to St. Collum Cill. 


This Lriſh Saint mortified his Body by a continued 
courſe of Abſtinence and Auſterity, which by this ſevere 
Uſage became ſo macerated, that his Bones had almoſt 

ierced through his Skin; and when the Wind blew 
bard through the Wall of his Cell which was unplaiſter'd, 
and forc'd aſide his upper Garment, his Ribs became 
viſible through his Habit; for by his Faſting and o- 
ther Acts of Devotion he was no more than the Image 
of a Man, and was worn to a very ghaſtly Spectacle. 
An ancient Poet has tranſmitted this Deſcription of St. 
Collum (ill in the following Verſes: 


This pious Saint, as a religious Penance, 

Lay on the cold Ground, and thro his Garments 

His Bones look'd ſharp and meagre ; his poor Cell "0 
Was open to the Inclemency of the Winds, 

Which blew thro the unplaiſterd Walls. 


The Age of this Saint, as the moſt authentick Chro- 
nicles relate, was ſeventy ſeven Years. This Computa- 
tion is juſtified by the Account of Dallan Forguill, 
who wrote the Viſion of St. Collum ſoon after his De- 


ceaſe; He was a Poet, and upon this Occafion has theſe 
Verſes. 


Saint Collum Cill, after a pious Life 

Of ſeventy ſeven Tears, breath'd out his Soul, 
And was tranſlated to the heavenly Choir 
Of Angets and Archangels, as a Reward 
Due to his Virtues. 


20 Amen The firſt forty three Years of his Life he ſpent in 
croton the Kingdom of Vreland, that was his native Country; 
e an eim g : 
an Albany. then he removed into Scotland, where he continued 


thirty four Years; the Author of the Viſion of this Saint 
has 
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Forty three Tears this Chriſtian Hero liud. 
Among his Iriſh Countrymen , then inſpir d 
With Zeal to propagate the Chriſtian Faith 
He viſited the Scots, to whom he preach'd 
The Goſpel four and thirty Tears. 


The three principal Places where St. Collum uſually 
reſided are known by the Names of Avyj in Scotland, 
at Derry in the Province of Ulſter, and at Dunn da 


Leathghlaſs, where his Body was ſolemnly inter'd. For 


theſe Places of Abode the Saint ever retain'd a great Af- 
fection, and mentions them with a particular Fond- 


neſs in theſe Verſes, which he compoſed himſelf. 


. My Soul delights to meditate and pray 
At Aoij the happy Paradiſe of Scotland; 
Derry the Glory of my native Iſie 
J celebrate thy Praiſe by Nature bleſsd 
To Dunn de Leathghlaſs 7 bequeath my Bones, 
In Life a fiveet Retreat. 


Saint Collum was naturally of a hale and robuſt Con- 
ſtitution ; for the Author of his Life relates, that when 
he uſed to celebrate Maſs or to fing Pſalms, his Voice 
might be diſtinctly heard a Mile and a half from the 
Place where he was performing his Devotion ; and (as we 
find expreſſly related in his Viſion,) no Evil Spirit 
could bear the divine and harmonious Sound of his 
Voice; but fled away far out of the reach of it. To 
confirm this it is proper to introduce the Evidence of art 
ancient Poet, who, treating of the Viſion of St. Col- 
lum, particularly mentions it; The Lines may be thus 
tranſlated. | 


Saint Collum by his ſweet melodious Voice | 
| ExpelPd the evil Spirits, who from the Sound 
Precipitantly fled ; for by Heaven inſpir L 
He charmd the Good, but was a Scourge and Terror 
To the Profane. 


There is an Account of a wonderful Event to be met 
with in an old Manuſcript, which perhaps may be re- 
| 5 F Fe i __  Yaſed 


l 


. 
has recorded theſe Particulars of his Life in the Lines 
ſubjoin'd. 
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fuſed Belief, but cannot wholly be omitted in this 
place. The Chronicle relates, — when St Collum Cull 
was in Ireland, there liv'd a Pagan Prieſt in the County 
of Tyrconnel, who erected a Temple of great Beauty and 
Magnificence in thoſe Times; and among other Curi- 
oſities of Art and Workmanſhip, he made an Altar 
of fine Glaſs, which he ſuperſtitiouſly adorn'd with the 
Repreſentation of the Sun and Moon; It happen'd that 
this Prieſt was ſeized with a ſudden Diſtemper which 
rook away his Senſes, and he was without Motion as if 
he had been in a Swoon. The Devil, who it ſeems 
had a particular Reſentment againſt the Man, took 
Advantage of the Opportunity, and ſeizing him with 
his Talons, was hurrying him away through the Air. 
St. Collum looking up perceived the Fiend upon the 
Wing bearing his Prey, and when he was flying direct- 


ly over him, the Saint made the Sign of the G in 


do ton dinw 
ndom agu 
ban done 


on ano 


78. 


the Air above his Head, which ſo aſtoniſh'd the Devil, 
that he let go his Hold and dropt the Prieſt, who pro- 
videntially fell at St. Collum's Feet. This Deliverance 
was ſo gratefully receiv'd by the Prieſt, that after a ſhort 
Diſcourſe he became a Convert to Chriſtianity, and 
when he had dedicated his Temple to the Chriſtian 
Service, he beſtow'd it upon St. Collum, and enter'd 
himſelf into a religious Order, where he led a Monaſtick 
Life, and became an eminent Confeſſor for the Faith 
of Chriſt. In the Reign of Hugh Son of Ammereach, 
King of Ireland, the celebrated St. Collum was removed 
to a better State. 

It is to be caution'd in this Place that the Saint we 
are ſpeaking of was Collum Cill, the Son of Feidblin, 
Son of Feargus, for many excellent and pious Perſons 
in Ireland were afterwards known by the ſame Name; 
That valuable Record call'd Leabhar Ruadh Mac Ho- 
gain, and the Chronicle of the ib Saints, expreſſly 
aſſert, that many religious Men, and exemplary Wo- 
men, and Abbeſſes of that Kingdom, had the ſame 
Name; they take Notice that there were two and twen- 
ty Saints in /reland that were call'd St. Callum, the firſt 
of which Name was the Saint whoſe Piety and virtuous 
Acts have been deſcrib'd, and in Honour of whoſe Me- 
mory, every one was deſirous of that Title as a fort of 
Check and Reſtraint upon Immorality and Vice, aud 
a ſignal Example of Temperance, Charity, and every 
other Chriſtian Virtue, eu 
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IRELAND 391 
We are told that there were fourteen religious Perſons SWW 
in Ireland, known by the Name of Breannuin; the two 
principal were Breannuin Biorra and Breannuin Ardfe- 
art; and we find that there were twenty five Saints in 
that Kingdom call'd Caray, particularly thoſe Holy 
Men Caran Cluana Mac Mois, Ciaran Saigre, Ciaran 
Tiabruide Nan, and Ciaran Cille Fionumdhe. Thirty 
were diſtinguiſh'd by the Name of Aodban, and ſeven 
call'd Bairrfionn, of whom Bairrfionu, who liv'd in Cork, 
was of ſuperior Note; this Perſon had another Name, 
and was call'd Fionnbbarr of Cork, and was the Son of 
Amergin, Son of Dubh Daibhin, Son of Nineadha, Son 
of Eochaidh, Son of Cairbre Ard, Son of Bryen, Son of 
Eochaidh Mozghmeodhin, King of Ireland. In the Con- 
vent of Cork, the Governor of which religious Houſe 
was this Frounbhair, there were ſeventeen Prelates con- 
ſtantly reſiding, and ſeven Hundred of the Clergy. 
There were fifteen Holy Women in /relaud, who es now 
were diſtinguiſh'd by the Name of Bridget, the moſt — ogy 
eminent of them was Bridget the Daughter of Dubh-1;. 
thaig, who liv'd in the Province of Leinſter, and the 
Character of this pious Woman is highly valued and 
eſteem'd among the Religious throughout Europe. It 
is certain that ſhe deſcended lineally from the Poſterity 
of Eochaidh Fionn Fuathnairt, who was a famous Prince 
and Brother to the renowned Conn the Hero of the 
hundred Battels, as we find it particularly mention'd 
in the Chronicle of the /:/þ Saints, where there is a 
Poem that begins with theſe Words, Naomb Sheanchns, 
Naomh Iuſi Fail, and has the Genealogy of this Lady 
expreſs'd at large in this Manner. Bridget, the Daugh- 
ter of Dubhthaigh, Son of Dreimne, Son of Breaſal, Son 
of Dein, Son of Conla, Son of Art, Son of Carrbre Niadb, 
Son of Cormac, Son of Aongus, Son of Eochaidb Fronn 
Fuathnairt, Son of Feidblime Reachtmar, Son of Tuathal 
Teachimar, King of Ireland. Tite religious Women that nd beter 
were known by the Name of Bridget in that King- He 
dom were fourteen, and were theſe that follow; Bridget jgonta an 
the Daughter of Dioma, Bridget the Daughter of Mianaig, ei an fo. 
Bridget the Daughter of Mombain, Bridget the Daughter 
of Eana, Bridget the Daughter of Colla, Bridget the Daugh- 
ter of Eathtair Ard, Bridget of Inis Bride, Bridget the Daugh- 
ter of Diamair, Bridget the Daughter of Seannbotha, Bridget 
the Daughter of Hadbnau, Bridget the Daughter of Hugh, 
Bridget the Daughter of Lumge, Bridget the Daughter of 
Nochmaine, and Bridget the Daughter of Flainge. It 
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292 The GENERAL HISTORY of 
— It was in the Reign of Hugh the Son of Ammereach, 
King of /reland, (whoſe Hiſtory is now under Conſide- 
ration) that Gaodhil gave over Manuinn Eogan Mac Gab- 
hran, being very aged at that Time. Under the Go- 
vernment of this Monarch St. Camcach Achadhbo, de- 
ſcended from the Poſterity of Feargus, Son of Rozgh, 
departed the preſent Life; about this Time it was that 
Colman Rimidh engaged in the memorable Battel of 
Sleamhna, where the royal Army of Hugh King of [re- 
land, with his Son Conall at the Head of it, was defeated ; 
ſoon afterwards the Battel of Cuil Caol was fought by 
Fiachadh the Son of Baodan, in which Action Hachadb 
the Son of Diomain, was routed, and the greateſt Part 
of his Army put to the Sword. After this Defeat Conall, 
the Son of Swbhye, obtained by his fingular Bravery 
three complete Victories in one Day, when he con- 
quer'd three Generals of the Name of Hugh viz. Hugh 
laine, Hugh Buidhe King of Omame, and Hugh Ro- 
inn King of O Fake, Theſe Battels were fought at 
Bruighin da Choga, as the following Lines expreſlly teſ- 
tifie. 
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& The martial Conall with his valiant. Troops 

| Three Battels fought, and fortunately conquer d 

1 | The three renowned Hughs, Hugh Slaine, 
Hugh Roinn and Hugh Buidhe, who bravely fell 


F- With all their Forces. 


ira Hiachadb the Son of Baodain, and Fiachadh the Son 
om an v4 of Diomain, who are mention'd before, were engaged in 

1 85 perpetual Quarrels and Diſputes, which were +. afar” 

q with great Violence on both Sides; and they could 
not be perſuaded to an Interview and Reconcilement, 
for St. Comhgoill Cill interpoſed, and by the Mediation of 
his Prayers prevail'd that Hiachadb Son of Diomain, 
had always the Advantage of his Enemy, over whom he 
obtained ſeveral Victories. The unfortunate Fzachadh 
Son of Baodain, having ſuffer d many grievous Defeats, 
4 | applied himſelf to St. Comhgoill, and deſired him to 
. | favour his Intereſt, for he was ſenſible he was not ſo much 
overcome by the Arms of his Enemies, as vanquiſh'd by 
the irreſiſtible Power of his Prayers, The Saint expoſtu- 
lated the Matter with him, and among other Particulars, 
demanded whether it was his Choice to loſe his Life 
in Battel, and be happy afterwards in the Kingdom of 
| | Heaven, 


Heaven, or to come off Victorious over his Enemies and WV 
be eternally miſerable in another State. The ambitious 
and deluded Prince replied that he would truſt his 
Soul in the Hands of Providence; but of all Things he 
deſired in this World, he would chuſe to ſubdue his 
Enemies in Battel; for ſuch Exploits would make his 
Name immortal and mention'd with Honour to all 
Poſterity. This Anſwer was very unwelcome to the 
Saint, who lamented the Folly of the young Prince; 
but propoſing the ſame Queſtion to Frachadb, Son of 
Diomain, he made a more Chriſtian Choice, and pre- 
fer'd the Happineſs of a future Life to all the Titles of 
Fame, and the Glory of Conqueſt, which attend the vic- 
torious in this World; atid the Wiſdom of this Prince 
was ſo acceptable to the Saint that he received him un- 
der his immediate Charge, intreated Heaven for Suc- 
ceſs in all his Undertakings; and by his Prayers obtain- 
ed Victory for him in every Engagement. 

Every principal Family of the Nobility and Gentry noi eo- 
throughout the Kingdom of [reland expreſſed a ſingu- Siga 
lar Veneration and Reverence for ſome particular Sat, &5artb 
whoſe Name they invoked, arid whoſe Protection they S.! an: 
implored upon all Occaſions, and this will appear Og 
dently from the Inſtances that follow. The Family of 
the Tuathallachs and Byrus applied themſelves to St. 
Caoimhgin of Glindaloch, the Cinſalach committed them- 
ſelves to the Care of Maoidag Fearna, the Cavanagh Mo- 
ling, the Moors, in the Iriſh Language 4 Mordha, ad- 
dreſſed to Fontan of Cluam Aidnach, Offery call'd upon 
Caineach Achaidho, the O Bryens Alas lach directed 
their Prayers to SeaFthna, Muſkry Mac Diarmuid placed 
themſelves under the Care of Gobnnuit, Imocuille fixed 
upon St. Colman, with many other noble Families that 
might be mentioned in this Place. There was not a 
County or Territory in all the Kingdom but what had 
a particular Saint, whoſe Name they invoked in all E- 
mergencies, and who was made choice of as the Guardian 
of themſelves, their Families, and Fortunes. But the 
Saints we have already mentioned were not the moſt 
diſtinguiſhed; for the moſt popular Names throughout 
the Iſland were ſuch as * or Florence of Moigh 
Bille, Ciaran Cluana, Combgoill Beannchoir, Bridget of 
Kildare, Eilbe of Imbgh and St. Patrick. Theſe Saints 
are particularly recorded with the Provinces and Fami- 
lies they had the Charge of by Angus Ceile de, who 
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compoſed the Book called the P/alter na Rann, from 


whence the following Lines are extracted that were 
written by the ſame Author. 


The illuſtrious Tribe of the O Neills addreſs 
Themſelves in their religious Offices 

To the devout St. Collum; the Men of Ulſter 
Invob d the Help of Finghin Maigh Bille. 

' The noble Family of the Dalnaruidhe 
Implor d the kind Protection of Comhgoill. 
Bridget, a Lady lineally deriv'd 
From a renowned Race of Kings, took Charge 
Of Leinſter ; and the moſt devout St. Ailbe 
Preſided over Munſter. Theſe were Saints 
Of an inferior Order when compar d 
With the divine St. Patrick, who poſſeſs'd 
The firſt Place in the Iriſh Kalendar 
And was the Guardian Angel of the Iſle. 


brandubN- In the Reign of Hugh, Son of Ainmereach King of 

Sk Ireland, Brandubh, the Son of Eochaidb, Son of Muzire- 

mee do adbach, Son of Aongus, Son of Feidhlim, Son of Eana 

"35 N95 Ceſalach, was King of Leinſter, and governed that Pro- 
enioñ. : a 2 

vince for one Year. This provincial Prince engaged 

in a War with Hugh, the Iriſh Monarch, and after fecal 

ſharp Diſputes he defeated the royal Army in the cele- 

brated Battel of Beallach Dunbolg, where Hugh, the 

Son of Aiumereach was unfortunately ſlain. After this Vic- 

tory the ancient Records aſſert, that the Inhabitants of 

Leinſter rebell'd againſt Brandubh, who raiſed a conſi- 

derable Force to ſuppreſs the Traytors; but they were 

ſupported with ſuperior Numbers and engaged the King 

in the Battel of Camcluam, by Saran Saoibbdearg of Seann- 

boith, in which Action the King, after a terrible Slaugh- 

te r of his Troops, loſt his Life. This memorable Event 

is related by an old Poet of good Authority in the fol- 


lowing Lines. 


The moſt heroic Saran Saobhdearg 

Of ancient Seanboith, with his Sword, 

Engag d the warlike Brandubh, King of Leinſter, 
And flew him Hand to Hand. 


A. P. 587% Hugh Slame ſeized upon the Government; he was the 
| Son of Diarmuid, Son of Feargus Ceirbheoil, Son of Co- 
wall Creamhthune, Son of Mall, the Hero of the nine 


+ Hoſtages, 
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Hoſtages, deſcended from the royal Line of Heremos, 
and he admitted as a Partner in the Sovereignty, Co/- 
man Rimidh the Son of Mortougb, Son of Harca, deriv'd 
from the ſame illuſtrious Family. Theſe Princes were 
the ſucceeding Monarch, and ruled jointly with great 
Friendſhip for the ſpace of ſix Vears. The Mother 
of Hugh Haine was Mungan the Daughter of Congeas u- 
inn, Son of Duach, of the Province of Conacht, and 
he contracted Marriage with Eubne the Daughter of 
Breanumn Dall, of the ſame Part of the Country ; By 
this Lady he had fix Sons and their Names were Diar— 
muid, Donagh, Maolbreaſail, Maolodbar, Congal and Oi- 
lioll. This King was particularly diſtinguiſh'd by thereg , as 
Name of Aodba Slame; and he was known by that Azure» 
Title, becauſe his Mother was delivered of him upon ae 
the River Haine. In the Reign of theſe Ii Princes 
Gregory the Roman Pontiff deputed St. Auguſtiue the Monk 
with a Commiſſion to propagate Chriſtianity in Bi- 
tain, into which Country he came attended with a great 
Number of Clergy whoſe Buſineſs was to obey his Or- 
ders and aſſiſt him in that religions Undertaking ; 
This Tranſaction is contradicted by ſome Writers, who 
aſſert, that five Miſſioners of the Name of Auguſtin arriv'd 
in Britain at the ſame Time, which account may be 
juſtly ſuſpected to be a Miſtake. Colman Rimidh fell by 
the Sword of Lochan Diolmbain, and Hugh Haine was 
kill'd by Conull Guthbhin; ſuch was the unfortunate End 
of theſe Princes, who fat jointly in the Throne of 
Ireland. 

Aedh Lairiodbnach ſucceeded; He was the Son of Da- A. P. 591. 
mel, Son of Mortough, Son of Muireadhach, Son of Ho- 
gan, Son of Mall, the famous Hero of the ine Ho/tages, 
deſcended from the Poſterity of Heremon, and was bleſs'd 
with a long Reign; for he injoy'd the Sovereignty ſeven 
and twenty Years. The Mother of this Prince was Nova ud 
Bridget the Daughter of Orcha, Son of Eire, Son of << an 


gad Fd nat- 


Hachach; and the Occaſion of his being call'd Hodb cen leir. 

Uairiodhnach, was becauſe he was troubled with acute 

Pains, and frequently felt $7zzches in his Side; for the 

Word Jodbnach in the [ri/þ Language ſignifies in the 

Enugliſb a Cold Stuch, and Lair is the Iriſßh Word fot an 

Hour, becauſe his Diſtemper was regular in its Attack, 

and ſiezed him conſtantly at certain Hours; So that 

by joining theſe Words together they ſound Uazriodb- 

nach. This tormenting Diſeaſe was a great Affliction 
. to 
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| WYV to the King and was very ſharp and violent while it 
; laſted, inſomuch that the King would cry out as upon 
| Rack, and offer his Kingdom to be caſed of it for one 
| Hour. But notwithſtanding he was ſubject to theſe 
| Pains in his Body, he was a Prince of a martial Diſpo- 
ſition, and could well endure the Fatigues of War; his 
Reign met with frequent Diſturbances from Aongus the 
Son of Colman, who was at length totally defeated in 
the memorable Battel of Odhbha, in which bloody Con- 
flict Conall Laoghbreag, the Son of Aodha Haine, the 
preceding Monarch, loſt his Life; ſoon after this Action 
Aodh Latriodbnach, King of Ireland, was kill'd in the 
Battel of Da Fearta. 
A. D. 618. Maolcobha ſucceeded in the Iriſh Throne, he was the 
Son of Aodb or Hugh, the Son of Ainmereach, Son of 
Headbna, Son of Feargus Ceannfada, Son of Conall Gulban, 
Son of Mal, the celebrated Hero of the ine Hoſtages, de- 
rived from the royal Stock of Heremon; and adminiſtred 
the Government four Years. The Conſort of this Mo- 
narch was Caolſeach the Daughter of Hugh Fronn King 
of Ofſery ; and he fell by the victorious Sword of Suibhne 
Meain, in the dreadful Battel of Bealgadin. 
A. D. 6:2 Huibhne Meain ſeized upon the Crown; He was the 
Son of Fiachra, Son of Fearadhaich, Son of Mortough, 
Son of Muireadhach, Son of Eogan, Son of Wall, the 
bar cob renowned Hero of the ine Hoſtages, a lineal Deſcendent 
8 from the royal Race of Heremon, and injoy'd the Sove- 
os be onan reignty thirteen Years. It was in the Reign of this 
Rog Au- [;/þ Monarch that St. Caomhgin of Glindaloch was tranſ- 
225 lated to a better State, after he had been bleſs'd with a 
long Life of ſixſcore Years. This religious Perſon was 
the Son of Caombloga, Son of Caombfheada, Son of Cui- 
rile, Son of Feargus Laohhdearg, Son of Meiſin Curb, 
ö who came from the Poſterity of Labbra Loingseach. 
| Under his Government likewiſe died Hugh, who was 
otherwiſe call'd Aodha Beanam, King of Munſter, and 
about the ſame Time was removed by Death out of . 
the preſent World, the moſt pious St. Adamain, Son 
of Ronain, Son of Tinne, Son of Aodha, Son of Coluim, 
Son of Seadhna, Son of Feargns, Son of Conall Gulban, 
Son of Mall, the Hero of the nine Hoſtages. The Wife 
of Huibne Meain King of Ireland, was Rona the Daugh- 
ter of King wa Durtri; This Prince met with an un- 
timely Fate, as did moſt of his Predeceſſors, and was lain 
by Conall Claon, Son of Sganlaun Fgiath Leathan. 
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Daniel poſleſs'd the Sovereignty of Heland; He was * 
the Son of Hugh, Son of Ainmereach, Son of Seadbna, N 
Son of Feargus Ceannfada, Son of Conull Gullan, Son 
of Mall, the Hero of the me Hoſlages, deſcended from 
the royal Poſterity of Heremon, and fat upon the Throne 
thirteen Years. It was this Prince that fought the ter- 
rible Battel of Dunn Ceubern, where he engaged Conull iat o 
Claon, whom after a dreadful Slaughter of his beſt bern 0. 
Troops, he routed and drove out of the Field. In the”® 
Reign of this Iriſb Monarch, St. Fontan, who was like- 
wiſe known by the Name of Muna, exchanged the pre- 
ſent Life for a better: And about the ſame Time Car- 
thach Mochuda was baniſhed from Rathan to Liſimore. 

Under the Government of this Prince hapned the Death 
of Mochua and Molaiſe, the pious Biſhops of Leuihglin. 
Carthach Mochuda before mentioned was a Deſcendent Noluda ay 
from the noble Family of Gar, Son of Feargrs APY and 
Roieh, and undertaking a Pilgrimage from Kerry to Ra- 
than, when he arrived he erected an Abby in that 
Place, and ſettled in it a Numbcr of Monks, to the 
Number (as ſome Records aflert) of ſeven hundred and 
ten. Theſe religious Perſons were diſtinguiſhed by their 
Piety and holy Lives, and their Character was fo valu-ygon ag 
able among the People, that it was given out, that Azatian 
an Angel uſually converſed with every third Perſon yr yaa 
a familiar Manner. Natan. 
The great Reputation of theſe Monks of Rathay 
raiſed a Jealouſy among the Religious who lived in the 
Convent of Jobb Nell, and loſt Ground conſiderably 
in the Affections of the People. To recover their 
Character, they ſent Meſſengers to Mochnda to delire 
him to leave Nathan, and repair to his own Country, 
which was the Province of Munſter. The Saint refuſed 
the Invitation, and replied reſolutely, that he would 
never forſake his pious Monks of Nathan till he was 
compell'd by Violence either by a King or a Biſhop in- 
veſted with properAuthority. This Anſwer inraged the 
Monks of Clanna Neill, who reſolved to force the Sar 
from Rathan, incenſed Blathmac and Diarmuid, who 
came attended by a Body of the Northern Clergy in a tu- 
multuous Manner, with a Deſign to ſeize upon Mochu- 

d, and drag him out of his Convent. When the 
Saimt was informed of the Violence projected againſt 
him, and that his Enemies were approaching, he diſ- 


patched a Pictiſh Nobleman of Scotland, who was a Lay 
; 5H Monk 
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and in the Houſe, to treat with Blathmac, and deſire 


wdifle 7 


the Favour of continuing with his Monks at Nathan 
for the Space of a Year longer without Diſturbance; 
the Name of this religious Pie was Cunſtantine. Blath- 


cle clara nac was prevail'd upon to allow a Year's Reſpite, and, 


Neill ano. 


do Fug Ad- 


t uda ede 
da bliazgn 


without offering any Violence, returned home with 
his Followers. When the Time was expired Blathmac 
came to Rathan expecting Mochuda and his Monks would 
quit the Convent, and when he arrived he ſent a Cler- 
gyman into the Houſe to require the Saint to fulfil the 
Agreement, and leave the Monaſtery without giving him 
the Trouble of an Ejectment. But Mochuda unwilling 
to forſake the Convent, which he had erected for a reli- 
gious Uſe, diſpatched the pious Conſtantine to Blathmac, 
intreating him not to proceed in his Deſign, and force 
him out by Violence, and promiſing him withal, that 
if he would allow him to continue there with his Monks 
for one Year more, he would withdraw without giving 
him more Trouble. This Requeſt with great Difficul- 
ty was obtained, and the Saint remained undiſturbed 


San 1o7gba till the Time expired. But at the End of the Year 


a NaTan. 


Blathmac with his Clergy about him returned to Rathan, 
and when he found Mochuda and his Monks continued 
in the Convent, he raiſed a Company of rude Fellows 
in the Neighbourhood with a Deſign to force the Houfe 
and apprehend the Saint. The Leader in this Enter- 
priſe was Diarmuid Ruaghnigh, who was followed by 
the principal of the Tribe of Cluain Aongu/a. 
Supported with this Aſſiſtance Diarmuid advanced to- 
ward the Abby Gate, and not attempting to enter, he fix- 
ed himſelf behind the Door on the outſide, which 
ſtood wide open. Mochuda was ſoon inform'd of this 
Attempt, and without any ſign of Fear or Surpriſe he 
came to the Gate, where Diarmuid was, and when he 
had addreſs'd him with great Civility, he courteouſly 
invited him into the Convent, but Diarmuid did not 
accept of the Invitation, and could by no means be in- 
duced to go in. This Denial aſtoniſh'd the Saint, who 
expected to be uſed with Violence, and demanded the 
meaning of his Refuſal, and wherher he did not come 
with ſuch a Number of Followers on purpoſe ro ſeize 
upon him and his Monks, and by Force eje& them 
out of the Monaſtery. Diarmuid acknowledg'd that 
the Deſign of his Arrival, and thoſe hoſtile Preparati- 


ons, were to apprehend him, and incaſe of Reſiſtance and 


Oppofition, 


IREL AND 


Oppoſition, to ſeize him and turn him and his Religi- SW 


ous out by Force; but ſays he, I find a Compunction in 
my Mind and dare not proſecute this Attempt, Whieli 
I am concern'd that I any way engaged in, 2 have 
that Veneration for your profeſs'd Piety, and the Dig- 
nity of your ſacred Character, that I ſhould incur the 
Guilt of Sacrilege ſhould J impioufly lay Hands upon 
you, or preſume to violate this Structure devoted to the 


Purpoſes of Religion and the pure e of God. 
ower his 


May that God therefore, replied Mochuda, 
divine Bleſſings upon you and your Poſterity, you are 
worthy to fit in the Throne of /reland, which would 
be happy under the Command of fo pious a Prince, 
and I pray God that the Crown may be fix'd upon your 

royal Head, and by an uninterrupted Succeſſion deſcend 
to your Family, for many Ages. Nor (continued he) 
would I have you be concern'd at the Scoffs and Indigni- 
ties you will be apt to receive at your Return to Blath- 
mac and his profane Companions; for they will in De- 
riſion beſtow a Title upon you, and call you by the 
Name of Diarmuid Nuaighnigh, yet that Name fhall 
be a Diſtinction of Honour to your felf and your Po- 
ſterity. 

With this Encouragement from St. Mochuda Diar- 
mud return'd to Blathmac, who expecting the Saint and 
his Monks, paſſionately inquired why he had not enter'd 
the Convent, and forced away the Members of the 
Houſe, if they refuſed to follow him with Conſent. 
Diarmuid replied, that he never deſign'd to offer Vio- 
lence to ſo religious a Perſon. To which Anſwer Blath- 
mac return'd ſcoffingly, that confeſs was Ruaryhmgh, 
which was as much as to ſay, it was Charitably done; 
for the Word Nuaighnigh in the lriſh Language figni- 
fies charitable in the Enghſh. The whole Company 
immediately derided him with the ſame Appellation; and 
by that means the Prediction of the Saint was accom- 


pliſh'd ; upon the Account of this Circumſtance the De- | 
ſcendents of Diarmuid were call'd Moch: Diarmuda 


Ruaghnigh for many Generations. 
Blathmac till perſiſted in his Reſolution of forcing 
the Convent, and expelling the Monks, and follow'd: 

a Number of rude prophane People, he advanc'd: to- 
wards the Abby. The Gate was found open, and 
he ſeized Mochuda, and uſing him in a very rude and 
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diſreſpectful Manner, he thruſt him and his Monks out *© af 


1 2 
— 


r 
* — 


EY IIS FE 47 rn 
gan — * 3 = — ms 


„Tr nm 5 0 WE WE 


7 * - 1 2 2 alas 
a T 4 8 — 
2 * I —_ 
pd — * > 2 — 


400 The GENERAL HISTORY of 


of their Apartments, and made fiſt the Gates. This 
barbarous Treatment was ſo reſented by the Saint, that 
he curs'd him with dreadful Imprecations, and implored 
Heaven to revenge this cruel Perſecution upon his Fa- 
mily. 

Muchuda after this Expulſion was uncertain whither 
to retire and conduct his diſtreſs'd Followers, but at 
length he reſolv'd to lead them towards the County of 
Deſſyes, in the Province of Munter; and while the Saint 
was upon his Journey (as the Chronicle aſſerts) he per- 
form'd many Miracles, and work'd Wonders among the 
People. When he arrived in that Country with his 
Monks, he applied to the King of the Deſſyes, who gave 
him a courteous and honourable Reception, and made 
Proviſion for the Saint and his Followers; and in a ſhort 
Time Mochuda was ſo ſincerely reſpected by the King, 
that he committed himſelf and the Affairs of his Go- 
vernment to his Care and Adminiſtration, and took 
him with him to Dunſginne, which Place has chang'd 
its Name, and is the ſame with Liſinore at this Day. 

zo 86h This is the Account extracted faithfully from the /r:/h 
damen Chronicles, concerning the Expulſion of Mochuda and 
14 his Monks from the Abby of Rathan, of their Arrival in 
the County of Deiſſyes, of the Entertainment they re- 
ceiv'd from the King, who made Proviſion for them, and 
f ä ſettled them in Ly/more. 
It is to be obſervꝰd in this Place that the remarkable Bat- 
tel of Mwighrath, was fought by Daniel the Son of Hugh, 
Son of Aamereach, in which terrible Conflict Conall Claon 
was unfortunately ſlain after he had govern'd the Pro- 
vince of Ulſter ten Years. In the Reign bf Daniel the 
following Haus, who were moſt eminent for their 
1 Piety in thoſe Times, departed the preſent Life, diz. 
St. Mochus, who was deſcended from the Poſterity of 
Cathaorr More; this religious Perſon erected and conſe- 
crated ig Mochuo in Lex, otherwiſe call'd in the Lib 
Tongue Laoigbis: St. Mochuda, Molaiſe Leihgline, Comb- 
ahan Mac da Chearda, and the devout Cronan Biſhop 
of Caomdrom, This Prince died ſoon afterwards of a 
i natural Death, which is the more remarkable, becauſe 
moſt of his Predeceſſors fell by the Sword. 2 
4. b. 543. Conall Claon obtained the Sovereignty, and admitted 
his Brother Ceallach as a Partner in the Government. 
Theſe Princes were the Sons of Maolebabha, Son of 
k Hugh, Son of Ammereach, Son of Seadbua, Son of Fe- 


1 argus, 
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engus Ceaunſada, Son of Conall Gubban, Son of Niall, SW 
the Hero of the vine Hoſtages, deſcended from the roy- 

al Line of Heremon, and fill'd the Throne with Peace 
and Unanimity thirteen Years; In the Reign of theſe Rene 
Brothers Cuanna the Son of Cailchine, derived from ano 7e. 
the illuſtrious Poſterity of Heber Fioun, and, who was 

King of Fearney in South Munſter, departed this Life; 

This Prince was otherwiſe call'd the renown'd Champion 

of Liathmuine, and was Cotemporary with the celebrated 

Guaire Son of Colman, King of Conacht, and reſembled 

that noble Perſon in his Acts of Munificence and Cha- 

rity; for he was continually extending his Relief to the 

Poor and Indigent, he was Liberal to Men of Learn- 

ing in all Profeſſions, and hoſpitable to Strangers, which 

were Accompliſhments that G ire was diſtinguiſh'd by, 

who is deliver'd down by the /;/þ Writers as the Stand- 

ard of theſe Princelyand uncommon Virtues to Poſterity. 

Upon this Occaſion the following Verſes were com- 

poſed by Conall and Combdan, who had an excellent Ge- 

nius for Poetry, and were the Laureats of that Age. 


The moſt illuſtrious Guaire, the Son of Colman, 
A liberal and hoſpitable Prince 

Was equaPd in his Virtues by Cuana, 

The brave and pious Champion of Liathmuin. 


In the Reign of Conall Claon and his Brother Ceal- 
lach, Ragallach the Son of Uadhach, who had govern'd 
the Province of Conacht for five and twenty Years, was mba Rog 
kill'd by Maolbride, the Son of Mothlachan, and met Conf ano 
with an inglorious Fate from the Hands of a baſe vile“ 
Rabble, of Mechanicks and Labourers that were his 
immediate Executioners. This Ragallach had conceiv'd 
a violent Hatred and Averſion for the Son of his el- 
der Brother, whoſe Right to the Crown he had invad- 
ed, and was fearful leſt he ſhould be diſturb'd in his 
Government by the Pretenſions of his Nephew, who 
was the next Heir in Succeſhon, and had a formidable 
Intereſtin the Affections of the People. He reſolv'd there- 
fore to remove him out of the Way, and had made ſeveral 
Attempts upon his Life, but without Succeſs; but when 
he perceiv'd his wicked Deſigns defeated, and that it was 
impoſſible to murder him by open Violence, by reaſon 
of his Popularity, he had recourſe to a Stratagem, which 
effected his Purpoſe, and concluded in the Death of the 
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young Prince. Ragallach it ſeems was ſo concern'd that 
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he could not deſtroy the young Prince, that he con- 
tracted a languiſhing Diſeaſe, and fell into a Conſump- 
tion, and to conceal his Treachery the better, he ſent 
a Meſſage to his Nephew, to deſire a Viſit from him 
before he died, for his Diſeaſe he judg'd to be incurable, 
and therefore he paſſionately expected to ſee him, for 
he deſign'd to leave the Government to him, and to 
ſettle upon him the Crown of Conacht ; The Prince and 
his Friends ſoon diſcovered the Meaning of this diſguiſ- 
ed Friendſhip, and reſolving to go to Court upon the 
Invitation, be raiſed a conſiderable Force to attend him 
as a Guard, but charged them to behave themſelves 
without committing Hoſtilities, only to have their 
Swords drawn under their Cloaks, and be in Readineſs 
if any Violence ſhould be offered by his Uncle, whoſe 
Treachery he ſuſpected, and was apprehenſive ſome 
Attempt would be made upon his Lite. Under this 
ſtrong Guard the Prince and his Friends arrived at the 
Court of Cynacht, and being introduced into the King's 
Preſence, who lay languiſhing _ his Bed, he en- 
quired courteoully after his Health, and the Nature of 
his Diſtemper. The King was ſurpriſed when he ſaw 
the Prince enter his Chamber with ſo numerous a Re- 
tinue, and with a ſeeming Concern, he told him it was 
the greateſt Trouble of his whole Life to be ſuſpected 


of Inſincerity by the Perſon he fully deſigned ſhould 


wear the Crown after his Deceaſe; for there could be 
no Occaſion for ſuch a Guard and ſo many Followers, 
unleſs he apprehended ſome Danger, which was unrea- 
ſonable to ſuppoſe from an expiring King who fo 
dearly valued him, and reſolved to declare him his Suc- 
ceſſor. And therefore he deſired to fee him again 


the next Morning, but without Attendants, for he had 


ſomething of Importance to communicate, which was 
not proper to be divulg'd before Company, nor indeed 
(continued he) am I able to bear the Suſpicion of my 
dear Nephew, who, by the Number about him, mult 
be jealous of my Friendſhip, which confounds me up- 
on a Death Bed, when I'm preparing to leave the World, 
and fix him in the Succeſſion to the Crown of Conachr. 
The Nephew deceived by the Hypocriſy of his perfi- 
dious Uncle, went to viſit him the next Day unattend- 
ed and without his Guards, and he had no ſooner en- 
tred the Chamber, but upon a Sign given a Body of Sol- 

I diers, 
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diers, who were prepared for the Execution, follow'd * YY 
him, and falling upon him in a barbarous Manner left 
him dead upon the Spot. Nagallach being thus deli- 
vered from his Fears by deſtroying the rightful Heir, 
he began to recover from his languiſhing State of Health, 
his Conſumption daily abated, and his Cure was perfect- 
ed in a ſhort Time. He had now no Apprehenſions 
of a Competitor to give him Diſturbance, and there- 
fore he abandoned himſelf to Eaſe and Indolence, ne- 
glected the weighty Aſſairs of his Government, and 
conſumed his Time and his Revenue in Rioting, Feaſt- 
ing and Senſuality. 

This treacherous Prince Ragallach had for his Wife a 
compaſſionate and well diſpoſed Lady, whoſe Name 
was Marron, and ſhe ſo lamented the miſerable Death Azallaw 
of the young Prince, that ſhe was afraid that the Gods 1 
(for ſhe was a Pagan) would revenge this Cruelty up- nor. 
on her Huſband or herſelf in an exemplary Manner; 
and therefore ſhe had Recourſe to an eminent Augur 
retained in the Family, and inquired of him whether 
the Vengeance of Heaven was concern'd to puniſh the 
Murther, and who would ſuffer for that monſtrous Act, 
Ragallach, who contrived his Execution, or her ſelf, 
who was no Way privy to it. The Soothſayer replied 
by the Rules of his Art, that the Death of her Nephew 
would be reveng'd upon the King and her ſelf, and that 
by the moſt unexpected Means, and by the Hands of 
her own Child; for the Child ſhe had then in her Womb 
would be the Inſtrument appointed by Providence to 
puniſh this barbarous Murther, which would be amply 
revenged upon Ragallach and herſelf. The Queen, 
aſtoniſhed with this Anſwer, informed the King, who 
reſolved to deſtroy the Child as ſoon as it was born, 
and by that Means defeat the Prediction of the Druid. 
The Lady was ſoon after delivered of a Daughter, and 
in Obedience to the King's Commands, the Infant was 
thrown naked into a Bag, and given to a Swineherd to 
be deſtroyed. But the Man looking upon the Child, 

was ſo moved with its Cries and the ſweet Beauty of 
its Face, that he relented with Compaſſion, and reſolv- 
ing to preſerve its Life, he carried it privately to the 
| Door of a religious Woman, who lived in a Cell in the 
Neighbourhood, and hung the Bag upon a Croſs that 
ſtood in full View of the Woman's Houſe. In that 
Condition the helpleſs Babe lay expoſed, and the Swine- 
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herd for Fear of a Diſcovery return'd by unfrequented 
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Ways to his own Dwelling : But Providence order'd, that 
the Woman came home within a ſhort Time, and hear- 
ing the mournful Cries of a diſtreſſed Infant, ſhe ſoon 
perceiv'd the Bag hanging upon the Croſs, and taking 
it down, ſhe found a moſt beautiful Babe, which ſhe 
aſſiſted in the beſt Manner ſhe was able, and became 
ſo delighted with her Foundling, that tho' her Circum- 
ſtances were mean, ſhe reſolved to breed her up at her 
own Charge. | 

The Child was nurſed and educated with great Care 
and Tenderneſs, and when ſhe began to grow up, ſhe 
diſcovered ſo beautiful a Complexion and fo compleat a 
Perſon, that the Fame of her ſpread over all the Country, 
and came at laſt to the Ears of the King of Conacht. 
Ragallach, who was a very laſcivious Prince, was ſo 
charmed with the Deſcription of this rural Maid, and 
the Character of her uncommon Beauty, that he ſent 
a Meſſenger to bring the Girl to Court, and if the ſup- 
poſed Mother refuſed to part with her, he was not to 


uſe Violence upon the firſt Summons but return with all 


poſſible Speed with an Anſwer. The Woman, who va- 
lued the Maid with the moſt tender Aﬀections of a Pa- 


rent, denied to ſend her Child, and the Meflenger re- 


turning with Notice of her Refuſal, the King was fo 


abandon'd to his Paſſion, that he ſent poſitive Orders 
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to force her away, and bring her to the Court of C- 
nacht. His Commands were faithfully executed by the 

Meſſenger; and when the Maid was admitted into 
the Preſence of Ragallach, he was ſo charm'd with the 
Modeſty of her Carriage and the Beauty of her Perſon, 
that he reſolved to preſeve her for his own Uſe, and 
within a ſhort time ſhe was received into his Embraces. 
This Contempt and Indignity enraged the Queen, who 
boldly repreſented to the King the Injuſtice and Scan- 


dal of the Action, but without Succeſs; for he was re- 


ſolv'd to gratifie his Pleaſure at all Hazards, and per- 
ſiſted in his Converſe with this Country Beauty, whom 
he reſolved to retain at the Expence of his Character, 
and of the Indignation of a jealous Queen, who reſent- 
ed this Affront in the moſt outragious Manner. 

When the Queen perceived that her Perſuaſions and 


+1 93 pus NET Menaces were ineffectual, ſhe applied herſelf to the 


Nagal- 
lace. 


moſt eminent Clergy of the Kingdom to repreſent 
the Wickedneſs of this Practice to the King, and pre- 


vail 
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vail with him to diſmiſs his Concubine; and according 


ly Feichin Fabhair, attended with a great Number of 
eminent Divines and religious Perſons of ſeveral Orders, 
came to Cynacht to addreſs the King upon this Occa- 
fion, and in the moſt ſubmiſſive Manner intreat him 
to defiſt from that impious Courſe of Life, and 
baniſh his Miſtreſs the Court. They were ſoon admit- 
ted into the Preſence of Ragallach, and uſed all poſſible 
Arguments to prevail with him, but without Succeſs; 
for he was a Prince of a libidinous Diſpoſition, and 
refuſed abſolutely to comply with their Requeſt; which 
ſo inraged the Clergy, that they left the Court, and 
implored the Juſtice of Heaven to overtake the King 
by a moſt ſignal Stroke; they loaded him with the moſt 
_ dreadful Imprecations, and prayed to God that he might 
not live till the May following; that he might receive 
his Death by the moſt deſpicable Weapons; that the mean- 
eſt Perſons and the very Scum of Mankind might be the 
Executioners of the divine Vengeance, and that he 
might die in a Place unbecoming the Majeſty of a King, 
and end his Days in a molt vile and ignominious Man- 
ner. Theſe Imprecations of the Clergy were heard, 
and were accompliſhed in the moſt minute Circum- 
ſtance; for (as the Chronicle continues the Relation) 
Ragallach and his Nobles were diverting themſelves in 
an Ifland by hunting a Stag; the Beaſt had received a 
Wound, and coming near the Place where the King 
was expecting him, he threw a Dart with that Force 
and Judgment, that he pierc'd him thro' the Body. 
The Stag in this Extremity plunged into a Lake that 
was near, and the King with his Followers took Water 
and perſued him. The Beaſt reached the farther Shore, 
and ran into a Field where ſome Labourers of the Coun- 
try were cutting Turf. The Stag, by the Pains of his 
Wound, and the Fatigue of Swimming, was ready to 
drop, which when the Ruſticks perceived,- they ran up- 
on bim and killed him, and by Conſent divided the 
Fleſh equally between them. By this Time Ragallach 
and his Retinue came up, and finding the Boors cutting 
up the Beaſt, he was in a great Paſſion, and command- 
ed them to reſign the Stag, and deliver it to the Huntſ- 
man to be carried to Court; but the Countrymen re- 
ſolved not to part with their Booty; and upon a ſhort 


Conſultation they perceived the King had but few in 


his Company, .and found themſelves able to defend their 
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herd for Fear of a Diſcovery return'd by unfrequented 
Ways to his own Dwelling : But Providence order'd, that 
the Woman came home within a ſhort Time, and hear- 
ing the mournful Cries of a diſtreſſed Infant, ſhe ſoon 
perceiv'd the Bag hanging upon the Croſs, and taking 
it down, ſhe found a moſt beautiful Babe, which ſhe 
aſſiſted in the beſt Manner ſhe was able, and became 
ſo delighted with her Foundling, that tho' her Circum- 
ſtances were mean, ſhe reſolved to breed her up at her 
own Charge. 8 

The Child was nurſed and educated with great Care 
and Tenderneſs, and when ſhe began to grow up, ſhe 
diſcovered ſo beautiful a Complexion and ſo compleat a 
Perſon, that the Fame of her ſpread over all the Country, 
and came at laſt to the Ears of the King of Conacht. 
Nagallach, who was a very laſcivious Prince, was ſo 
charmed with the Deſcription of this rural Maid, and 
the Character of her uncommon Beauty, that he ſent 
a Meſſenger to bring the Girl to Court, and if the ſup- 
poſed Mother refuſed to part with her, he was not to 
uſe Violence upon the firſt Summons but return with all 
poſſible Speed with an Anſwer. The Woman, who va- 
lued the Maid with the moſt tender Affections of a Pa- 
rent, denied to ſend her Child, and the Meſſenger re- 
turning with Notice of her Refuſal, the King was fo 
abandon'd to his Paſſion, that he ſent poſitive Orders 
to force her away, and bring her to the Court of Co- 
nacht. His Commands were faithfully executed by the 
Meſſenger; and when the Maid was admitted into 
the Preſence of Ragallach, he was ſo charm'd with the 
Modeſty of her Carriage and the Beauty of her Perſon, 
that he reſolved to preſeve her for his own Uſe, and 
within a ſhort time ſhe was received into his Embraces. 


This Contempt and Indignity enraged the Queen, who 
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boldly repreſented to the King the Injuſtice and Scan- 
dal of the Action, but without Succeſs; for he was re- 
ſolv'd to gratifie his Pleaſure at all Hazards, and per- 
ſiſted in his Converſe with this Country Beauty, whom 
he reſolved to retain at the Expence of his Character, 
and of the Indignation of a jealous Queen, who reſent- 
ed this Affront in the moſt outragious Manner. 

When the Queen perceived that her Perſuaſions and 
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moſt eminent Clergy of the Kingdom to repreſent 
the Wickedneſs of this Practice to the King, and pre- 


vail 
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vail with him to diſmiſs his Concubine; and according. - 
ly Feichin Fabhair, attended with a great Number of 
eminent Divines and religious Perſons of ſeveral Orders, 
came to Comacht to addreſs the King upon this Occa- 
fion, and in the moſt ſubmiſſive Manner intreat him 
to defiſt from that impious Courſe of Life, and 
baniſh his Miſtreſs the Court. They were ſoon admit- 
ted into the Preſence of Ragallach, and uſed all poſſible 
Arguments to prevail with him, but without Succeſs; 
for he was a Prince of a libidinous Diſpoſition, and 
refuſed abſolutely to comply with their Requeſt; which 
ſo inraged the Clergy, that they left the Court, and 
implored the Juſtice of Heaven to overtake the King 
by a moſt ſignal Stroke; they loaded him with the moſt 
dreadful Imprecations, and prayed to God that he might 
not live till the May following ; that he might receive 
his Death by the moſt deſpicableWeapons ; that the mean- 
eſt Perſons and the very Scum of Mankind might be the 
Executioners of the divine Vengeance, and that he 
might die in a Place unbecoming the Majeſty of a King, 
and end his Days in a moſt vile and ignominious Man- 
ner. Theſe Imprecations of the Clergy were heard, 
and were accompliſhed in the moſt minute Circum- 
ſtance; for (as the Chronicle continues the Relation) 
Ragallach and his Nobles were diverting themſelves in 
an Ifland by hunting a Stag ; the Beaſt had received a 
Wound, and coming near the Place where the King 
was expecting him, he threw a Dart with that Force 
and Judgment, that he pierc'd him thro”. the Body. 
The Stag in this Extremity plunged into a Lake that 
was near, and the King with his Followers took Water 
and perſued him. The Beaſt reached the farther Shore, 
and ran into a Field where ſome Labourers of the Coun- 
try were cutting Turf. The Stag, by the Pains of his 
Wound, and the Fatigue of Swimming, was ready to 
drop, which when the Ruſticks perceived,- they ran up- 
on * and killed him, and by Conſent divided the 
Fleſh equally between them. By this Time Ragallach 
and his Retinue came up, and finding the Boors cutting 
up the Beaſt, he was in a great Paſſion, and command- 
ed them to reſign the Stag, and deliver it to the Huntſ- 
man to be carried to Court; but the Countrymen re- 
ſolved not to part with their Booty; and upon a ſhort 
Conſultation they perceived the King had but few in 
his Company, .and found themſelves able to defend their 
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WYV Prey; accordingly they fell upon the King with their 
Spades and other Tools, and without much Difficulty 
they diſmounted Ragallach, and left him and moſt of 
his Followers dead upon the Spot. Thus did Heaven 
confirm the Prayers of the Clergy, and puniſh'd a wic- 
ked and laſcivious Prince, who committed Murther to 
ſecure himſelf upon the Throne, and loſt his Life for 
the Sake of a Concubine. Mairion, the Queen of Co- 
nacht, did not long ſurvive; for the Neglect of her 
Huſband threw herſelf into a melancholy Diſtemper, 
which occaſioned her Death; nor did the Daughter 
long enjoy the Pleaſures of a Court; for ſhe ſoon died 
unlamented; and Vengeance juſtly puniſhed ſuch wicked 

and promiſcuous Mixtures. 

i bags eazs In the Reign of Conall Clam, King of Ireland, was 

L te digg fought the noted Battel of Carn Conuill by Diarmud, 

02 53% the Son of haba Slame, in which Engagement was 

— no- Killed Cuan, the Son of Ambalgadgh, who had govern- 

If 748. ed the Province of Munſter ten Years. In the ſame 
Action fell Cuan Conuill, King of Higinte and Talmonach, 
King of O Liathain. This Victory, we are told, was 
in a great Meaſure owing to the inceſſant Prayers of the 
Religious belonging to the Convent of Cluain Mac Mois, 
who fervently addreſſed themelves to Heaven for the 
Succeſs of Diarmuid, who, after a bloody Conflict and 
terrible Slaughter, won the Battel. The Victor, when 
he return'd, beſtow'd a valuable Tract of Land and great 
Privileges upon the Convent; and the Eſtate he ſettled 
at that Time is known at this Day by the Name of Lzath- 
mantam; and he had that Veneration for the Abby of 
Cluain Mac Mois, that he ordered by his Will, that 
there his Body ſhould be inter'd, which was done accor- 
dingly. The moſt pious St. Fuſa died about this 
Time; ſhe was of the royal Line, deſcended from 
the Poſterity of Lughaidh Laga, Brother to Oilioll Olum; 
and St. Mocheallog, who erected and conſecrated C 
Mocheallog, was ſoon afterwards tranſlated to a better 

State: This religious Perſon was derived from the Fa- 
mily of Conarre,. the Son of Eidenſgeoil. The Brothers 
who fat jointly in the Throne of {reland concluded their 
Reign in this Manner, Ceallach was Joſt in Brugh Os 
Boyne, and Conall was kill'd by Diarmuid, the Son of 
Aodba Hlaine. 

4. P. 61. Blathmac and Diarmuid Ruaidhnaigh, the two Sons 
of Aodha Slaine, Son of Diarmuid, ſeiz d upon the So- 

| 3 Vereignty. 
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vereignty. Theſe Princes deſcended from the royal 


Line of Heremon, and reigned over the Ifland ſeven 
Years, In the Government of theſe Brothers the me- 
morable Battel of Panty was fought, in which bloody 
Engagement the King of England, with thirty of his 

rincipal Nobility, was ſlain. About this Time that re- 
ſigious Perſon St. Oltan died, and Maoidog, deſcended 
from the Poſterity of Colla Lais, Monarch of Hreland, 
who built and conſecrated the Church of Fearna, left 
the preſent World, and was removed to a better; he 
was allowed by Curmm Foda, the Son of Fiachradh the 
Monk, and by St. Mannach, the Son of Finghm or Flo- 
rence, King of Munſter. "Theſe two Brothers, Blathmac 
and Diarmuid, died of the Plague that for Diſtinction 
was called Buridhe Connuill. | 


Seachnuſach was the Succeſſor in the Throne of Fe- 4. D 66s. 


land; he was the Son of Blathmac, Son of Hugh, other- 
wiſe called Aodha Haine, deſcended from the royal Line 
of Heremon, and reigned Monarch of the Iſland fix 
Years. In the Government of this Prince the Battel of 
Feirt was fought between the Inhabitants of the Province 
of Lier and the Pidis, where there was a terrible Slaugh- 
ter of both Armies. In the Reign of this Prince died 
the moſt pious Baoithin, Abbot of Beanchur : Seachnu- 
ſach was afterwards killed by Dubh Duin of Cineol 
Carrbre. 

Cronnfaola, the Son of Blathmac, Son of Aodha Haine, 
Son of Diarmuid, poſſeſſed the Sovereignty, and reign- 
ed four Years. Under the Adminiſtration of this Prince 
the Convent of Beannchurr was conſumed by Fire to the 
Ground, and all the Members of that religious Houſe 
were diſpoſſeſs'd and expell'd by invading Foreig- 
ners. This Monaſtery was diſtinguiſhed by the Name 
of Beannchuir, upon the Account of Breaſal Breac, King 
of Ireland. This Prince tranſported a numerous Army 
into Scotland, and was ſo ſucceſsful in his Expedition, 
that he returned with conſiderable Booty, and among the 
reſt he brought over with him a great Number of horned 
Cattle, When he arrived in Ireland, he encamped with 
his Forces in the Place now called Beannchur, where he 
was obliged for the Support of his Troops to kill many 


A. D. 674. 


of theſe Beaſts, and their Horns were ſcattered all over pat pa 
the Plain, which from that Time has been called by the Serv e 
Name of Beannchuir upon the Account of theſe Horus; ws avert, 


for the Word Beanna or Adharcadh in the [riſh Tongue, 
ſignifies Horns in the Enghſh. Many Years after this 
| 1 Encamp- 
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&YY Encampment the religious Abbot Combgoll, erected and 
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endow'd an Abby in the ſame Place, and regarding its 


original Appellation, occaſion'd by ſcattering the Horns, 


he retain'd the old Name, and call'd it the Abby of 
Beanne Chuir. After this religious Houſe was attack'd 
and burnt down by Foreigners, Con Faola, King of 
Ireland, was kill'd by Hiannachta Fleadhach, the Son of 
Dunchada, in the memorable Battel of Cæaltrach. 
Fiounachta Fleadhach obtained the Government; He 
was the Son of Dunchada, Son of haba Haine, de- 
rived from the illuſtrious Line of Heremon, and he 
fill'd the Throne of [reland ſeven Years; under the 
Adminiſtration of this Prince, the People of [reland 


were accuſtomed to make great Feaſts, and recreated 


themſelves with noble and expenſive Entertainments; 
and from theſe Sumptuous and magnificent Banquets, 
the King was diſtinguiſh'd by. the Name of Fionnachta 
Fleadhach, for the Word Fleadh in the Iriſʒh Language 
ſignifies in the Eugliſb a Feaſt, In the Reign. of this 
Prince died Colman the pious Biſhop of Inis Bofinne, and 
about the ſame Time Honnan, who pronounc'd his 
Benediction over Ardfronan, left the World; this excel- 
lent Perſon deſcended from the Poſterity of Frachadb 
Mulleathan. The famous St. Aranan died not long af- 
terwards. This Fronnachta King of Ireland fought the 
Battel of Lochgabhair, againſt the Inhabitants. of the 
Province of Leſter, in which Engagement a great 
Number of the provincial Troops were cut off. The 
learned Crornfaola died under the Government o f this 
Monarch, and in the ſame Year Dungall the Son of 
Scanlan King of the Pids, and CGonnfaola King of Gan- 
achta Gliune Geimm, were buried by Maoldum Son of 
Maolfthrigh, at Dunceithrin. In the ſame Reign ſome 
of the principal Commanders of the Welſb invaded the 
Kingdom of Ireland with a numerous and gallant Army 
of their Countrymen, and, as the venerable Bede relates 
in the ſixth Chapter of the fourth Book of this Hiſto- 
ry, committed dreadful Hoſtilities, and made cruel De- 
vaſtations upon the /ri/þ Coaſts, The ſame Writer 
aſſerts, that in the Year of our Redemption fix hundred 
eighty four, the Forces of the King of England, under 
the Conduct of an experienc'd General, whoſe Name 
was Bertus, landed upon the Iſland, and reduced the In- 
habitants to great Extremities. His Expreſſion is, Bertus 
vaſtavit gentem innocentem miſere & Nationt Augarum ami- 


 beifſumam. 
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riſſimam. Bertus miſerably ravag d that iunocent Nation, S YN 
which was a moſt friendly Ally to the Engliſh. In this 
Invaſion was fought the famous Battel of Rarhmore, at 
Muigh Glinne in which Action Camaſgach King of the 
Pitts, and a great Number of the ii were (lain. 
Theſe reſolute and hardy Melſh tranſported themſelves 
from thence to the Iſles of Orcades, which they ſubdued, 
and plunder'd the Country without Mercy. Some of 
theſe People landed upon the Northern Coaſt of Lein- 

fler, and ſpoiled the Inhabitants with great Cruelty, 
not ſparing. Age or Sex or even the Churches and the 
ſacred Veſſels dedicated to divine Service, After theſe 
Ravages they return'd loaded with Booty into their own 
Country. Hionnachta Fleadhach King of Ireland, was 
kill'd by Hugh the Son of Dublibalgb, and by Comnmg 
at Greallach Dolling. 

Loingscach got Poſleſſion of the Crown; He was the 4. Y. 65s. 
Son of Daniel, Son of Hugb, Son of Ammereach, de- 
rived from the illuſtrious Race of Heremon, and govern'd 
the Kingdom of [re/and eight Years. In the Reign of 
this Prince Adambnan removed himſelf from Scotland, 
to propagate the Chriſtian Faith among the i, and 
about the ſame Time Molng Lnachradh left the World; 
Under the Government of Lomgseach the Welſh invaded 
the Iſland, by whom Mazzh Murthermbue was miſerably 

+ plunder'd; Among other Misfortunes of his Reign a 
molt dreadful and conſuming Murrain raged among the 
Cattle throughout England and Ireland, which occa- 
ſioned a moſt terrible and afflicting Famine among the 
Inhabitants, ſo that People were compell'd to feed upon gᷣarca mon 
one another; and this Viſitation continued with great“ ©” 
Violence for the ſpace of three Years. gbertus the 
Saint undertook to preach the Goſpel in Scotland about 
this Time, and Mureadhach Muilleathau King of Co- 
nacht died. The Subjects of Uſer ſoon afterwards en- 
gaged the Welſh in the Battel of Mozgh Cuillinn, and 
obtained a Victory over thoſe Foreigners, of whom a 
terrible Slaughter was made, and almoſt their whole 
Army ſlain. Adamhnan the religious Abbot of Hoij in 

the Kingdom of Scotland died about the ſame Time, af- 
ter a Life of ſeventy ſeven Years. It was within the 
Reign of Loingscach, that the Saracens invaded the Gre- 
cian Empire with an incredible Number of Forces, and 
attempted to make themſelves Maſters of the capital 
City Conſtantinople, but after a Siege of three Years, : 
5L | they 


410 The GENERAL HISTORY of 


WYV they were repell'd with conſiderable Loſs, and obliged 
to give over the Undertaking. The pious Coibhabean 
Biſhop of Ardfert was now removed to a better Life; 
and ſoon after the Deceaſe of this Prelate the Battel of 
Cormin was fought by Ceallach the Son of Ragallach, 
who govern'd the Province of Conacht ſeven Years, in 
which bloody Action Lowgseach the Son of Aongus, King 
of Ireland, loſt his Life. 

4. D. 693 Congall Cionnmagharr ſucceeded in the Throne; He 
was the Son of Feargus Fanwmd, Son of Conull Gulban, 
Son of Mall, the Hero of the ine Hoſtages, deſcended 
from the princely Line of Heremon, and he was in Poſ- 
ſeſhon of the Sovereignty nine Years. This Congall was 
a cruel Perſecutor of the Iriſh Church, and he burn'd 
the regular and ſecular Clergy at Kildare without Mercy 
or Diſtinction. But the divine Vengeance purſued 
him and puniſh'd him with a ſudden and unlamented 
Death. 

J. P. . Feargall obtain'd the Government; He was the Son 
of Maolduin, Son of Maolfithrigh, Son of Hugh, other- 
wiſe call'd Aodha Uairidhbaach a lineal Deſcendent from 
the Line of Heremon, and fat upon the Throne of 
Ireland ſeventeen Years. The Mother of this Monarch 

ed: b, was Cacht the Daughter of Maolchabha, King of Cimeall 

bedtnes.  Conmwill. In the Reign of this Prince died Baodan the 
'* Biſhop of Inis Bo Finne: About this Time the Melſh and 
the noble Tribe ofthe Dailriadas fought a moſt bloody and 
deſperate Battel at a Place call'd Coch Mionuire; the Vic- 
tory was in Suſpence and the Slaughter was equal on both 
Sides for ſome Part of the Day, but the undaunted 
Bravery of that ancient Clan was not to be reſiſted, and 
the Welſh were routed with the Loſs of the greateſt 
Part of their Army, In the ſame Year Neachtan the 
- King of Scotland expell'd his Dominions a Convent 
of Monks, who preſumed to reprehend him for his Con- 
duct, and by that means promoted Diſcontents among 
his Subjects. The Reign of this Prince was remarka- 
ble for avery wonderful Event that happen'd, and which 
gave a Name to Mall Fraſach, who was born about 
theſame Time; for three Showers fell from the Heavens 
in the Sight of a Number of Spectators, 2/2. a Show- 
er of Honey at Foithin Beag, a Shower of Money at 
en Fal Forthin More, and a Shower of Blood at Magh 
Fray wials Laighion 
rar dg1d i. 
- Fra Fold. 


But 
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But the moſt memorable Tranſaction in the Reign 
of Feargall was the Battel of Almhbuine, that was fought 
between Morough Mac Brom King of Leinſter, who had 
govern'd that Province fifteen Years, and this Feargall 
the Son of Maoldum, King of Ireland. The royal 
Army raiſed by the King conſiſted of one and twenty 
thouſand choice Troops, and the Provincial Forces that 
follow'd the King of Leſter, amounted in the whole 
but to nine Thouſand, which were ſupported by eighty 
nine valiant and diſtinguiſh'd Champions of hardy ſea- 
ſon'd Courage, and his houſhold Troops that were in- 
conſiderable in Number, but of undaunted Bravery. 

Both Armies enter'd the Field, and a molt Bloody and 
deſperate Engagement follow'd ; but the Provincial 
Troops made ſo dreadful an Impreſſion in the beginning 

of the Action, that they pierced into the King's Army 

and put them into Confuſion with incredible Slaughter. 

And notwithſtanding a great Superiority of Numbers, 
Feargall was forc'd to give way, Victory declared for 

the King of Leinſter, and three thouſand three hundred eat guon 
of the Enemy were left dead upon the Field of Battel. sir 
At the firſt Onſet an unaccountable Terror ſeized upon 5 es 
the royal Army, occaſion'd, as ſome Authors aſſert, by emo anf. 
a dreadful Apparition that hung over them in the Air, 

which put them into that Dread and Conſternation that 

they were eaſily overthrown ; which terrible Sight the 
Chronicle relates left ſuch an Impreſſion upon the Minds 

of ſome of the Souldiery, that though they eſcaped with 

their Lives in the Action, yet after the Defeat they ran 
diſtracted. Some Accounts magnify the Loſs ſuſtained by 

the King of Ireland, and expreſs that ſeven thouſand 

of his Men were kill'd upon the Spot. The Misfortune 

of the royal Army we are inform'd was owing to a ſa- 
crilegious Act committed as he was advancing to fight 

the King of Leinſter; for it is ſaid that in his March 

ſome of his Forces broke into a Church call'd Cllin, cat mepa- 
and carried away all the Holy Veflels, and viotently en 5, 
drove away a Cow that belong'd to a Hermit of that ceat 
Place. This Injuſtice was ſo refented by the pious old 

Man, that he laid dreadful Imprecations upon che King, 

and applied to Heaven for exemplary Vengeance upon 

his Army, and the Prayers of that Holy Perſon pre- 

vailed and occaſioned the Loſs of the Battel, wherein Fe- 


argall, King of Ireland, and his ſacrilegious Forces loſt 
their Lives. 


* Fogartach 
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WY Fogartach was the Succeſſor to this unfortunate Prince; 

4. P. 719. He was the Son of Neill, Son of Cearmuigh Sotuill, 
Son of Diarmuid, Son of Hugh, otherwiſe call'd Aodh 
Haine, of the royal Line of Heremon, and reign'd 
Monarch of the Iſland one Year. He loſt his Life 
by Cronarith the Son of Jargallach, in the Battel of 
Belge. | 

A. D. 29. Cionaoth fixed himſelf in the Sovereignty; He was 
the Son of Jargallach, Son of Conung Charraig, Son of 
Congaille, Son of Ardha Slame, derived from the princely 
Stock of Heremon, and adminiſter d the Government 
four Years. In the Reign of this Prince the Relicks 
of the pious Adombnan, were remov'd from Scotland 
into Irelaud. The bloody Engagement of Drom Curran, 
was fought ſoon afterwards by Flarhbbeartach, the Son 
of Loingscach, with Cionaoth King of Ireland, in which 
Action the royal Army recciv'd a general Defeat, and 
the King himſelf was found dead upon the Field of 
Battel. 

A. D. 24. Flaithbheartach ſucceeded in the Throne; He was the 
Son of Loingscach, Son of Aougus, Son of Daniel, Son 
of Hugh, Son of Ainmereach, a Deſcendant from the 
royal Race of Heremon, and injoy'd the Crown ſeven 
Years; The Mother of this Prince was Mauirion the Daugh- 

ter of Ceallach. The venerable Bede in his Engliſh 
Hiſtory relates that the dreadful Battel of Drom Dearg 

was fought in Scozlaud in the Reign of this Iriſb Mo- 

narch, between Druft and Aongus two Brothers, and Sons 

of Aomgis King of the Pitts, The Succeſſion to the 
Kingdom of Scotland was determin'd in this Engagement, 

where Druſt and the Army that aſſerted his Right was 
ſubdued and himſelf ſlain. The Battel of Murbuilg was 

fought ſoon afterwards in the ſame Kingdom, between 

the noble Tribe of the Dailriadas and the Pids, where 

the Picis were defeated with great Slaughter and drove 

out of the Field. About the ſame Time was fought 

. the Battel of Fotharta, in Muiribeimbne, between the 
vn w_ Forces of Hodba Allain, and the noble Canna Weill, and 
elena Neil the Inhabitants of Ulſter, in which ſharp Engagement 
Aodha Rom, who had been King of that Province for 

thirty Years, and Concha Son of Cuanach, King of Cob- 

ha, were unfortunately ſlain. Not long after this Action 


Lomgseach the Monarch of Ireland died a natural Death 
at AMHamach. 
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Aodha or Hugh Ollan got Poſſeſſion of the Sovercignty ; 7&7 

he was the Son of Feargaile, Son of Maolduin, Son of 
Maolfithrigh, Son of Aodha Lairiodbnach, deſcended 
from the royal Family of Heremon, and governed the 
Kingdom nine Years. The Mother of this /-;/þ Prince 
was * the Daughter of Oycha, Son of Carribon. 
In his Reign the Provinces of Munten and Leinſte; 
fought the bloody Battel of Beallach Feile, where there 
was a dreadful Slaughter on both Sides, and in the Conflict 
periſhed Cæallach, the Son of Faobhmr, King of Oery. In 
this Diſpute the Victory was doubtful for ſome Time, 
but at laſt the Fortune of the Day fell to Cathall, the 
Son of Honguine, King of Munſter. 

In the Government of this King, Aongus, the Son of nog engt 
Feargus, King of the Pts, raiſed a conſiderable Army, we ee 4. 
and invaded the Territories of the Tribe of the Dail- Van 
riada in the Kingdom of Scotland, and committed ter- 
rible Devaſtations, having entred the Country with Fire 
and Sword. Among other Acts of Hoſtilities, he plun- 
dred without Mercy and Diſtinction Dun Greidbe, and 
then ſet the Place on Fire, and levell'd it with the 
Ground. This Pictiſb King was follow'd with Victo- 
ry in this Attempt, his Arms and Cruelties were a Ter- 
ror to the Inhabitants, and among his Succeſſes, the 
Fortune of War deliver'd into his Hands Dongall and 
Feargus, the Sons of Sealbhaigh, who was at that Time 
King of the Dailriada, whom he made Priſoners, and 
e ker cloſely under a ſtrong Guard. | 

About the ſame Time there was an Interview between 
Hugh Allan, King of Ireland, and Cathall, the Son of 
 Fronguine, King of Munſter, at a Place called Zirda Glaſs 
in the County of Ormond, where among other Debates 
it was conſulted what Methods ſhould be uſed to advance 
the yearly Revenue of St. Patrick throughout the 
Kingdom, and they eſtabliſhed a particular Law for 
that Purpoſe. The Battel of Aihſeanulgh was ſoon af- 

terwards fought between Hugh Allan, King of Ireland, 
and Hugh, the Son of Colgain, King of Leinſter. This 
Engagement was fought with deſperate Courage on both 
Sides, and many Perſons of Diſtinction loſt their Lives. ; 
The King of [reland received a dangerous Wound, and 
Hugh, Son of the King of Leinſter was ſlain: The Provin- 
cial Troops fought with great Bravery,the principal No-, 
bility of x Province periſhed inthe Action; and it is ſaid : et do 


that nine thouſand of the Forces of Leinſter remained -phagheg 
om 7e. 
| 5 M dead 
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WYV dead upon the Field of Battel. The Army of the King- 


A. D. 540. 


dom of Jreland ſuffered great Difficulties and Loſs of 
Men; and among the Commanders, Hugh, the Son of 
Mortough, a brave and experienced Soldier, who ſhared 
the Sovereignty of the Iſland with Hugh, was wounded 
mortally, and did not ſurvive the Action of the Day. 
The Reign of this Prince was diſtinguiſhed by the Death 
of theſe eminent Perſons; Hlann, the Son of Croumaol, 
the pious and charitable Biſhop of Rotheruine, Cahall, 
the Son of Honnguine, who governed the Province of 
Munſter, and the martial Prince Hugh Bake, the Son 
of tonrachta, who had been King of Conacht ſeven 
Years. Hugh Allan, King of [reland, fell under the 
victorious Sword of Danzel, the Son of Morrough, in 
the noted Battel of Heiriabmidb, known otherwiſe by 
the Name of the Battel of Ceananus. 

Daniel ſucceeded to the Crown of Ireland; he was 
the Son of Morrough, Son of Diarmuid, Son of Au- 
meadhach Caoch, Son of Conall Guthbhin, Son of Suibh- 
ne, Son of Colman, Son of Diarmuid, Son of Feargus 
Ceirbeoil, Son of Conull Creambthine, Son of Mall, the 
martial Hero of the ime Hoſtages, a lineal Deſcendant 
from the renowned Line of Heremon, and was Monarch 
of the Iſland two and forty Years. The Mother of this 
Prince was Ailpin, the Daughter of Congall of Dealhhna 
More. In the Reign of this [11/þ King, Colman, the 
Biſhop of Lao/an, was killed by the Hands of O Durrazrre, 
and Cormac, the Biſhop of Al Trim, left the preſent 
Life for a better. About this Time, as the Chronicle 
relates, a Prodigy was obſerved; for the Appearance of 
a monſtrous Serpent was ſeen moving in the Air: This 
Apparition was followed by the Death of Seachnu/ach, 
the Son of Colgan, King of Ginſalach, and ſoon after- 
wards Cathaſach, the Son of Oiliolla, King of the 
Pits, was killed at Rath Beathach, by the Inhabitants of 
the Province of Leinſter. Under the Government of 
Daniel two eminent Prelates, whole Names were Suar- 
leach, Biſhop of Fabharr, and Osbran, the Biſhop of 
Cluam Creamba, were tranſlated into another Life. The 
memorable Battel of Beallach Cro was fought about this 
Time by Cr:mbthan, the Son of Kana, in which En- 


gagement Foun, the Son of Aub, King of Dealbbua, 


Was ſlain, and great Numbers of his Army followed 


him into another World. This terrible Fight hapned 
at a Placecalled Tiobraid Fionn; and from the dreadful 


Slaughter 


* 
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Slaughter and Bloodſhed of that Action, the adjoiningg 


Lake that is near the Place has been ever ſince diſtin- 
guiſned by the Name of Loch Bealling Cro; for the 
Word Cro in the Iriſh Language, fignifies Blood in 
the Engliſh; and the Spring that 2 Riſe to that Lake 
is called Tobur Fionn. In the ſame Reign died theſe 
remarkably great Men, Comuſgach, the King of O Faly, 
was killed by the Hands of Maolduin, the Son of Hugh 
Beanain, King of Munſter; Aongus, the King of Scot- 
land, reſigned his Crown and his Life. About the ſame 
Time was fought the Battel of Beallach Gabbrah by 
Maconceara and the Inhabitants of Of/ery, who with 
their joint Forces engaged Dungall, the Son of Laidh- 
gin, Son of O Cimmſealach, in which Action Dungall with 
the principal Gentry of Leinſter loſt their Lives; and 
ſoon afterwards died Mortough, the Son of Murchadb , 
King of Leinſter, and after a long Reign followed 
Daniel, the Son of Morrough, King of Ireland. This 
Prince deſcended from Clan Colman, and died, it is ſup- 
poſed, naturally and without Violence. 


Niall Freaſach was the next Succeſſor; he was the“ Y. 7% 


Son of Feargall, Son of Maolduing, Son of Maol Fith- 
reach, Son of Aodh Uairriodhaach, derived from the royal 
Poſterity of Heremon; he injoy'd the Crown four 
Years. The Mother of this Prince was Aubiochta, the 


Daughter of Ce O Connor, King of Canachta, The cg ee 
Reaſon why he was diſtinguiſhed by the Name ofNiallg: 2 7 
Fraſach was becauſe there fell three preternatural Showers © Wng'» 
in the Kingdom of Jreland the Time he was born; a e. 


Shower of Honey, a Shower of Hilber, and a Shower of 
Blood; for the Word Has in the Iriſh Language, ſigni- 
fies a Shower in the Eugliſb. Under the Government 
of this Prince died Dubhionrachtach, the Son of Cahall, 
Son of Muireadhach Muilleathan, after he had governed 
the Province of Conacht five Years. The Reign of this 
Iriſh King was afflicted with many dreadful Calamities; 
for many terrible Earthquakes hapned in ſeveral Parts 
of the Iſland, and a moſt miſtrable Famine raged 


throughout the Kingdom, and deſtroyed Multitudes 


of People. Dungall, the Son of Ceallach, King of 


Offery, died about this Time, likewiſe Croamaol,. 


the pious Biſhop of Cl More, and 4ilpin, King of the 
Pitts, and Colgnait, the charitable Biſhop of Ardbrea- 
can, who were removed into another World. The Battel 


of Acha Liag was fought in the Reign of Mall, between 


3 


Job 
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alli Bruin and Jobh Maine; the Action was ſharp and 
concluded with great Slaughter on both Sides. Soon af- 
ter this Engagement Augoile the Son of Cathal, under- 
took a Pilgrimage and went to Hoi Collum Cill, in the 
Dominions of Hcotland; about the ſame Time, Feargrs 
the Biſhop of Dambliag was tranſlated into a better State, 
and the Bloody Engagement of Coraun was fought be- 
tween Cneall Conuill and Sol Eogain, in which Action 
Hugh Allain, the King of Fochla came off with complete 
Victory, and Daniel the Son of Hugh Mundeirg, was 
defeated with exceeding Loſs, and a general Rout of his 
whole Army. Niall Fraſach the King of Ireland did 
not long ſurvive this Fight, but died in Apsj Collum Cill, 
in the Kingdom of Hcotland. 

A. D. 586. Donchadha obtain'd the Government; He was the Son 
of Damel, Son of Murchadha, Son of Diarmuid, Son 
of Airmeadh Coach, Son of Conull Guthbhin, Son of Fu- 
ibhne, Son of Colman More, Son of Diarmuid, Son of 
Feargus Ceirbheoil, Son of Conull Creamhthoine, Son of 
Mall, the celebrated Hero of the ine Hoſtages, de- 
ſcended from the royal Stock of Heremon, and injoy'd 
the Sovereignty ſeven and twenty Years; He eſcaped 
the Sword by which moſt of his Predeceſſors fell, and 
died in his Bed in his own royal Palace. 

4.D. 835, Hugh, who was otherwiſe call'd aba Dorndigbe, 

' ſucceeded in the Throne of Ireland; He was the Son of 
Niall Fraſach, and derived from the illuſtrious Line of 
Heremon, and was Monarch of the Iſland four and twent 
Years. The Mother of thisPrince was Dunflaith the Daugh- 

Aova oi ter of Flanhbheartach, Son of Lomgseach, King of Cmeall 

diße anro. Conuill; and he was diſtinguiſh'd by the Appellation of 
Aodha Dornaighe or Oirndighe, becauſe when he was weaned 
from the Breaſt of his Nurſe, he uſed himſelf to that 
unbecoming Practice of Sucking his Fingers, for the 
Words Aodba Dornaighe in the Iriſh Language, ſigni- 

loclannee fie in the Eugliſhb Hugh the Fit or Finger Sucker. The 

„ Reign of this Prince was ſignally remarkable for the 

ph Invaſion of the Danes, who were hitherto Strangers 
to the Iſland, and landed in a hoſtile Manner in the 
Welt of Munſter with a numerous Army tranſported in 
fifty Sail. Autre, a Deſcendant from the Race of Heber 
Fionn, govern'd the Province of Munſter at that Time; 
and upon the firſt Notice of the Attempt, he march'd 
with a ſtrong Body of his provincial Troops, and re- 
ſolv'd to repell the Invaders. A moſt deſperate and 


bloody 
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bloody Action followed where the Danes loſt the Vic SV 


tory, and in Confuſion fled and retired to their Ship- 
ping, and left four hundred and ſixteen of their Coun- 
trymen dead upon the Spot. The Darkneſs of the 
Night favour'd their Retreat, and hinder'd the Purſuit, 
which otherwiſe would have been attended with a much 
greater Slaughter. After this Trial of the Ii Courage 
the Danes gave over the Attempt for that Time, and 
were obliged to return into their own Country. 

Six Years after this Expulſion of the Danes, when 
Feidlin, the Son of Crwombthan, was King of Munſter, 
another Fleet ſet Sail from Norway and landed upon 
the Coaſts of that Province, where they plunder'd and 
ravag'd with the utmoſt Barbarity, and reduc'd the 
Inhabitants to great Extremities; but an Army was 
rais'd with all poſſible Expedition, to oppoſe the dread- 


full Progreſs of the Invaders; the Provincial Troops 


gave them Battel, the Jriſb Bravery prevail'd, and 
the Danes were repuls'd with great Slaughter, and o- 
bliged to quit the Ifland. In the ſeventeenth Year of 


the Reign of this Monarch that bloody Tyrant 77 


geſius made an Attempt upon Ireland, at which Time O/- 
chabhair the Son of Ciounſhaoiih, Son of Congall, Son of 
Maolduin, Son of Hugh Beanam, was King over the 
Province of Munſter ; This Account is confirm'd by the 
Authority of ſome Iiiſh Chronicles, though the Poly- 
chronicon ſpeaking of the Affairs of Ireland expreſſly aſ- 
ſerts, that the Danes made their firſt r upon 
the Iſland when Fiedblime, the Son of Giombihan, was 
the King of Munſter. His Expreſhon upon this Subject 


it may not be improper to tranſcribe. A adventu 


Hancti Patricii aſque ad Feldimidii Regis tempora, triginta 
Reges per quadringentos annos in Hibernia regnaverunt, 
tempore autem Feldmidii, Norvege/enſes Duce Turgeſio, 
terram hanc occuparunt. From the coming of St. Patrick 
down to the Time of Feidhlime, zhirty three Kings reigned in 


Ireland for the Space of four hundred Tears, but in the 
Time of Feidhlime the Norwegians, under the Conduct of 


Turgeſius, got Poſſeſſion of the Country. There are other 
Authors which ſay, that the Danes made their firſt At- 
tempt upon the Kingdom of Ireland, at the Time when 
Ariry the Son of Cohall was King of Munſter, and this 
is affirm'd with great Truth; but it muſt be obſerv'd they 
were not able to obtain footing in the Country, but 


vere oblig'd to deſiſt and return with Loſs, after they 
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had plunder'd the People, and done incredible Damage 
wherever they came. The Writer of the Polychroncon 
likewiſe is to be credited in what he aſſerts, for he obſerves 
that Feidblime was King of Munſter when that cruel 
Tyrant Twrgeſims, with his Followers, landed upon the 
Coaſts, and with dreadful Hoſtilities haraſs'd the Inha- 
bitants, who were miſerably pillaged and enſlaved un- 
der the Oppreſſion of theſe barbarous Foreigners. Nei- 
ther are we to reject the Teſtimony of thoſe Writers, 
who affirm that the Danes landed in the Country when 
Olchobhair, was in Poſſeſſion of the Throne of Munſter ; 
for thoſe Foreigners, who made an Attempt upon the 
Iſland at that Time, were Natives of the Kingdom of 
iuf dan Dania of Denmark, and theſe People are call'd in the 


vu5ge re Old 171/Þ Records by the Name of Dubhgeinte or Dubh 
— Lochlaumug; the Norwegians, who came originally from 
Norway, are ſtiled in the Chronicles Hungeinte or Fromm 
Lochlannaig. It is to be obſerv'd in this Place that the 
tu na no- Word Lochlannach, does not ſignifie in the Vi Lan- 
ruegid ff guage any particular Tribe or Nation, but it implies 

lde no pi- . 
ontoch la- $7rong or Powerful at Sea, for the Word Lox ſignifies 
nug74e Strong in the Enghſh, and Loch is the Iriſp Word for the 
Sea; for the People of Norway and Denmark were ſkil- 
ful in Navigation and expert Seamen, and by their 
Shipping tranſported powerful Armies into [reland, 
when they attempted to make a Conqueſt of the Coun - 
try. The particular Exploits and Invaſions of theſe 
Foreigners will be related at large in the following Part of 
this Hiſtory, extracted from that valuable Record known 
in the Iriſh Language by the Name of Cogadh Gall ra 
Gaordhealubh, or an Account of the Wars of the Gauls 

againſt the Jriſb. 

In the Reign of Hugh Oirndighe King of Ireland, and 
Artry the Son of Cohall, King of Munſter, the Gaus 
made an Attempt upon the Iſland, and landed at Caomb 
Inis Obhrathadh, with a Sail of ſixty Ships: Theſe Tran- 
ſports brought over a numerous Body of Troops, who 
upon their Arrival plunder'd the Coaſts with dreadful 
Cruelty, and then ſet the Country on Fire. In their 
Fury Inis Labhrame, after it had been pillaged, was con- 
ſumed, and Darm:s ſuffer d the ſame Calamity, and was 
burnt to the Ground. The Inhabitants of Eoganacht 
and of Loch Leim refoly'd to repel the Invaders, and 
raiſing what Forces they were able, they reſolutely gave 
them Bartel; the Action was ſhort but violent, and the 
Natives 
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Natives obtained a complete Victory, and four hun- 
dred and ſixteen of the Gauls were ſlain. This Defeat 
ſo diſcouraged the Foreigners, that they retired with 
great Precipitancy to their Ships, they weighed Anchor, 
and made homewards with all their Sail. 

But the Kingdom of {reland was fo preferable in its ee be. 
Wealth and Fertility to the barren Country of Norway, v0 dn gar 
that thoſe Northern People ſoon prepared for another ane; 
Deſcent upon the Ifland; and in the ſecond Year of 
the Reign of Feidblime, King of Munſter, they landed 
and practiſed their uſual Barbarities upon the Natives. 
Among other Ravages they burnt Iuis Hibhin, Beann- 
chuir, Cluain Umhadh, Roſs Maoiladh, and Hgeilg Mi- 
chael. Another Fleet of theſe Foreigners arrived about 
the ſame Time, and landed in the Eaſt Part of the Iſland: 

They carried with them the utmoſt Miſeries of Fire and 
Sword, they plunder'd Beannchuir in the Province of Mun- 
ſter, and killed the Biſhop and the Religious of that 
Place, and added Sacrilege to their Cruelty by breaking 
open the rich Shrine of Combhgoll. Theſe Invaders were 
reinforc'd with another Sail of Norwegrans, who hearing of 
the Succeſs of their Countrymen, reſolved to try their For- 
tune, and landed at Fobh Cinnſcalach. Their Arrival 
ſtruck freſh Terror into the Inhabitants, who fled for 
the Security of their Lives, and left the Country to the 
Mercy of the Invaders. In this Attempt were plunder'd 
Teach Munna, Teach Moling and Inis Tiog The Hopes 
of Booty encouraged them to proceed in their Hoſtili- 
ties, and they came to Ofſery, and began to ſpoil and 
pillage without Oppoſition; but the People of that 
Country roſe upon them, and with great Bravery at- 
tak'd the Foreigners, who were unprepared for an Aſ- 
ſault, and were intent upon carrying off their Booty, eat 80 1ot- 

and after a deſperate and bloody Conflict gave them an 70: 

intire Defeat, and ſlew ſeven hundred and ſeven of them 
upon the Spot. But the Daxes nothing diſpirited by 
this Misfortune, diftrefled the Country, and practiſed 
their uſual Devaſtations ; they plundred Dundeargmurghe, 
Inis Hogan, Diaſiort Tiobruid, and Liſmore; and af- 
ter they had ranſacked, they burnt to the Ground ll 
molazfy, Glmaaloch, Cluainard, Mobeodhg, Suirn Collum 
Gill, Daimhliag Ciaran, Slame, Cealla Haile, and Cluain 
Laalune Mangaririd ; the Churches felt the common Ca- 
lamity, and after they had been ſtript of their Orna- 
ments and ſacred Veſſels, they were ſet on Fire, and 
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moſt of the Monaſteties and religious Houſes in the 


longlon 


lochlahdch former, and landed in the Harbour of Limerick. The 


go cudn 
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with that Succeſs, that they ſoon overran and ſpoiled 
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Kingdom were conſumed by theſe ſavage and wicked 
Invaders without Remorſe or Diſtinction. 
Another Fleet of theſe Free- Booters followed the 


Coaſts were immediately plunder'd with military Exe- 
cution, and Corcabaiſginn Tradrutghe and Jobb Connill 
Gabhra werte ſet on Fire and conſumed to Aſhes. But 
the Danes were not ſuffered to carry off their Prey with- 
out Oppoſition; for Joh Conni with a ſtout Body of 
native Jiſh gave them Battel at Seannmd, and putting 
them to the Rout with conſiderable Slaughter, recover- 
ed the Spoil out of their Hands. But the moſt dread- 
ful Attempt upon the Iſland was by the cruel Tyrant 
Turgeſins, ſupported by a Number of his Countrymen, 
and a preat Fleet of Ships, who, with great Terror to 
the Inhabitants, landed upon the Northern Coaſts of 
Irelaud. The Hiſtorians of this Time differ in their 
Account of this 7Turge/ſins, ſome aſſerting that he was 
the King of Norway, others that he was the King's 
Son; but of whatever Quality he was, it is certain that 
he was a Man of great perſonal Courage, but of a ſa- 
vage and inhuman Diſpoſition. The Danes whom he 
found in the Kingdom received him with univerſal Joy 
and loud Acclamations, and being before divided into 
ſeveral Bodies under many Commanders, they united 
under him, and with one Conſent choſe him for their 
General. Under the Conduct of this Leader they re- 
newed their Hoſtilities, and proceeded in their Ravages 


that Half of the Kingdom called by the Name of 
Leath Cuinn, and determined to conquer the whole 
Iſland; he fortified himſelf in the Pofleſhon of what he 
had got, and diſpatched a conſiderable Part of his Ar- 
my to ſeize upon the Northern Half of the Country 
called for Diſtinction Leath Cuinn. He divided his 
Fleet likewiſe, and ſetting a ſufficient Number of his 
Men on board, he ſent ſome of his Ships to Loch Mea- 
chach, others had Orders to fail to Lughmiagh, and o- 
thers were commanded to Loch Ribb, with poſitive Com- 
miſſions to ravage with Fire and Sword, to ſpare neither 
Age nor Sex, but by their Cruelties and Terror of their 
Arms to diſpirit the People, and fix themſelves with- 
out Fear of being diſpoſſeſſed. And theſe Incurſions 
were ſucceſsfully executed; and among other Inſtances 
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of Barbarity, Ardmach was miſerably plunder'd three WYV 
Times within the Space of a Month, and Jurgeſius, 
without any Regard to his Character, ſeized upon the 

Abbot of Ardmach, and made him his Priſoner. The 

Iriſh Apoſtle St. Collum Call foretold the Captivity of 

this Abbot, as it is recorded in the following Lines. 


The moſt religious Abbot of Ardmach, 
Shall by the Force of the Norwegian Arms 
Be ſeized, and made a Priſoner of War. 


There were many of the Clergy of ſeveral Orders 
within the Kingdom of /reland, who by a prophetick 
Spirit foreſaw the fore Calamities that were coming 
upon their Country, long before they happen'd ; for 
1 Inhabitants were become very profligate and cor- 
rupt in their Manners, and a Torrent of Vice and 
Prophaneneſs had overſpread the Nation, but pre- 
vail'd chiefly among the Nobility and Gentry, whoſe 
Pride, Injuſtice and Ambition, deſerv'd the ſevereſt Inflic- eggrg2ea7 
tions from the Hand of Providence; ſo that the cruel n« van an- 
Danes were uſed as Inſtruments by divine Vengeance, .. 
to ſcourge and correct a wicked and debauch'd Nobi- 
lity, and an immoral and licentious Populace; It was 
therefore predicted by ſome of the Eccleſiaſticks of the 
Kingdom, that the Sins of the Inhabitants would be 
puniſh'd by very terrible Viſitations, which ſhould over- 
run the Land in the Reign of Haba Dorndighe, King 
of Ireland, and Airy the Son of Cahall King of Munſter. 

The Province of Munſter, it has been before ob— 
ſerv'd, was under the Government of Feidblime, Son of 
Criombthan, when Turgeſius the cruel Dane invaded the 
Iſland and ſpoil'd the Country; and among other Ra- 
vages he plunder'd the Churches and Monaſteries, ſa- 
crilegiouſly ſeized upon the Eccleſiaſtical Revenues, and 
expell'd the Primate of Aramach and his College of 
Clergy out of their Benefices, and fixed himſelf in Poſ- 1045 clexe 
ſeſſion of that Church and the Eſtates belonging, which 1 
he kept till he was taken by Maolſeachluin, and afterwards ng. 
drowned by him in Loch Ainninn, as will be particularly re- 
lated in its proper Place. In the Reign of Hugh Dorndigbe 
Inis Patrick ſuffer d in the common Calamity, and was 
plunder'd by the mercileſs Danes, who by the Benefit 
of their Shipping ſpoil'd moſt of the Iſlands between 
Ireland and Scotland, and return'd loaden with Booty. 
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About this Time the Revenue of St Patrict, was eſta- 
bliſh'd upon the Province of Conacht, by the Authority 
of Gormgall the Son of Diondathaigb, and ſoon after 
Hugh Dorndighe divided the Country of Meath between 
the two Sons of Donogh, Son of Daniel; the Names of 
theſe Brothers were Connor and Oilioll; The Monaſtery 
of Aoij Collum Cill, about this Time, fell a Sacrifice to 
the Cruelty of the ſavage Danes, who had made an 
Invaſion upon Scozland, and their Conntrymen, inſpir'd 
with the ſame Barbarity, were not behind in their Ex- 
ecutions upon the /-;/þ Natives. 

The Kingdom of [re/and, notwithſtending the Op- 
preſſions of theſe victorious Foreigners, was rent in ſun- 
der by civil Diſcord ; for the King and petty Princes 
of the Country, inſtead of opponny the common 
Enemy with their united Strength, quarrell'd amon 
themſelves, and lay themſelves open with great Diſad- 
vantage to the Invaders. Hugh Dorndighe the Monarch 
of the Kingdom was provok'd by the People of Leinſter, 
and entring the Province in a hoſtile Manner, he flew 


the Inhabitants that fell in his Way; and within the 


Space of a Month, he plunder'd and reduc'd the Coun- 
try to the laſt Extremities. About a Year after theſe 
Calamities, in the later end of the Month of March, 
there were ſuch terrible Shocks of Thunder, and the 
Lightning did ſuch Execution, that one thouſand and 


bar an - ten Perſons, Men and Women, were deſtroyed by it, 
mad done between Corcabaiſginn and the Sea fide; at the ſame 


le cone 
7Cs 


Time the Sea broke through its Banks in a violent and 
dreadful Manner, and overflow'd a Tra& of Land that 
would every Year afford ſufficient Paſture for twelve 
Head of Cattel ; it was added to the Channel and could 
never be recover'd. The Tempeſt raged with exceed- 
ing Terror, and the Current of the Waters was ſo vio- 
lent, that the Iſland, call'd Inis Fiabe, was forc'd aſunder, 
and divided into three Parts. ate 

Hugh Dorndighe, King of Ireland, in his Expedition 
againſt the People of Lemſter, pierc'd as far with his 
Army into the Province as Dan Cuair; and having fub- 


dued the Country as he went, he divided it in equal Parts 


between Mmurreadbach the Son of Ruarach, and Murre- 
adbhach the Son of Brun. Some Time after this Divi- 
tion Muireadbaig was ſet on Fire, and conſumed by 
the Danes, after it had been plunder'd; and theſe Ravagers, 
embolden'd by Sueceſs, made Incurſions upon nn. 


— 
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of Umhaill, overran the Country, and carried off the Spoil, WYW 
In the Reign of this Iriſh Monarch died the venerable oi 
Hochaidb, Biſhop of Tamblachta, and likewiſe Eidenſgeoil, 
the Son of Cealluig, the pious Prelate of Glindaloch, 
and Sradhaill, the good Biſhop of Roſtommon, did 
not long ſurvive the Miſeries of his Country, but was 
tranſlated to a better Life. Hugh Dorndighe, after a 
troubleſome Reign, was killed at Moigh Conuille by the 
Sword of Muolcanargh in the Battel of Daſearta. | 

Conchabhar, otherwiſe called Connor, fat next upon 4. H. 8j 
the Throne; he was the Son of Donougb, the don 
of Daniel, Son of Murchadha, Son of Diarmuid, 
Son of Arrmeadhach Caoch, deſcended from the roy- 
al Line of Heremon, and was poſſeſs'd of the Sove- 
. reignty fourteen Years. In the Reign of this [iſh 
Prince the moſt exemplary Confhaola, Biſhop of Athtrym, 
left the World; Eochaidb O Tuathail, the Biſhop of 
Luigh Moigh, ſoon followed into another Life. The 
Reign of this King was miſerably haraſſed by the Danes, 
who began to ſettle in the Iſland, and among other De- 
vaſtations Inis Damhly and Cork were plunder'd and 
burnt. 
About this Time the Revenue of St. Patrict was eſta- 
bliſhed upon the Province of Munſter by Feidblim, the 
Son of Criomhthan, and Artry, the Son of Connor, who 
injoined the ſame Tax upon the Province of Conacht. o eu 
Beannchuir and Dundaleath Glas were attacked and plun- of par 
dred by the Danes, and not content to ſet Fire on Shieh — 25. 
Bille, they incloſed the Hermits that belonged to the b . 
Place, and conſumed them to Aſhes. Mor tough, the vag e. 
Son of Eogan, was Ring of Ulſter at this Time, and 
Connor, the King of Ireland, attempted to chaſtiſe the 
Gailiongach's, who had provoked him by their Inſo- 
lence; and for that Purpoſe, he raiſed a gallant Army, 
marched againſt them, and offered them Battel. They 
accepted the Challenge, and engaged in the Plain of 
Tailuon, where the King's Troops flew Multitudes of 
the Enemy, and won x þ Day. The Inhabitants of 
Leinfler reſolved to oppoſe the Progreſs of the Daxes 
with all the Forces of the Province, they met the Ar- 
my of the Foreigners at Drum Conla, and a bloody 
Action followed: Fortune remained doubtful, and for 
ſome Time was in Suſpence between both Parties; but 
at laſt the provincial Troops gave Way and fled, which 
occaſioned a terrible Slaughter in the Purſuit, and among 
the flain fell the valiant Conuing, Son of — 
| the 
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A the Chief of the Tribe of the Fortnaths, and turn'd the 
8 Succeſs of the Day. Soon after this Defeat Admach 
was plundred with great Barbarity by the victorious 
Danes, who in the Month following ſpoiled with their 
accuſtomed Cruelty Lughmagh, Finne Cianachta, and 
Liſmore, with all the Churches and religious Houſes 
that fell in their Way, which they violently broke into, 
kill'd or expell'd the Members, and ſeized upon the 
conſecrated Veſſels and whatever they found, as lawful 
Booty. Before theſe Ravages of the Danes, there were 
four flouriſhing Univerſities of principal Note in the 
Kingdom of /re/and, one at Ardmach, which was filled 
with ſeven thouſand Students, as appears expreſlly by an 
old Roll diſcovered lately in the Library of Oxford; 
the Univerſity of Dunda Leath Glas; the Univerſity of 
Liſmore, and the Univerſity of Caſhel, with many Aca- 
demies and Colleges of ſmaller Account ; but they felt 
the deſtroying Sword of theſe Barbarians, who had no 
Regard for Learning or learned Men; nothing ſacred 
or civil eſcaped their Rage, but they ſwept all they 
could lay hold of with a cruel and undiſtinguiſhing Fu- 
ry. Connor, the Son of Donogh, King of [reland, un- 
able to bear or redreſs the Misfortunes of his Country, 
it is ſuppoſed, died of Grief. 

A. D. 51 Niall Caille was the ſucceeding Monarch; he was the 
Son of Hugh Dorndighe, Son of Niall Fraſach, a De- 
ſcendent from the Poſterity of Heremon, and he ruled 
the Iſland fifteen Years. The Mother of this Prince 
was Meidhbh, the Daughter of Jonrachtach, Son of 

an fac fa Muireadbach, King of Durlus; and he was particularly 

"gd "known by the Name of Mall Caille for this Reaſon. 

don Ng Upon a Time he came attended with a great Retinue of 

Yo. Horſe to the Bank of the River Callain, with a De- 
ſign to ford the Stream, but it hapned that the River 
was ſwoln to a great Height by the Violence of the 
Rains, which occaſioned him to halt, and ſound the Depth 
before he attempted to enter the Water. For this Pur- 

oſe he commanded a Gentleman who rode in his Train 
to try the Ford, who before he had gone far was carried 
Moy down by the Current, and waſhed off his Horſe. The 
King, willing to preſerve him, gave Orders for thoſe a- 
bout him, who had the ableſt Horſes, to plunge 
into the Water, and lay hold of the Gentleman; 
but they were all afraid, and aſtoniſhed at the Fu- 
ry and rapid Courſe of the River, they refuſed to 


venture 
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venture, which made the King concern'd for the WV 
Misfortune of the Guide, who by this Time was 
almoſt drown'd, reſolve to hazard his own Perſon, and, 
if poſſible, to ſave his Life. With this Deſign he ad- 
vanc'd to the very Brink of the Water, and preparing 
to jump in, the Ground undermined by the Stream 
broke under his Horſe's Feet, and the Current being 
exceeding Violent, rolbd Man and Horſe headlong, 
and the King periſh'd in the Attempt. This unfor- 
tunate Prince had ſome Warning to avoid the River of 
Callain, for it was predicted ſome Time before, that he 
ſhould be drowned in that Stream, which was the {ad 
Occaſion of his Name, and he was always mention'd 
afterwards by the Name of Mall Caille. In the Reign 
of this Prince died Diarmmd, the Son of Tumaltach, 
who govern'd the Province of Conacht; the Danes (till 
continued ſpoiling the Country, they plunder'd Loch 
Bricirne and kill'd Congallach, the Son of Neachach. 

Niall, whoſe Life we are writing, invaded the Pro- 
vince of Leſter at the Head of a numerous Army, 
deſigning by this Expedition to place upon the Throne 
of that Country, a Prince whoſe Name was Bryen, the 
Son of Faolaun. The cruel Danes carried on their De- 
predations in a very dreadful Manner; They plun- 
der'd Fearna Mavndog, Mungairid, and Jolar Ceall, in the paaeg lo. 
County of Ormond; The Churches and Monaſteries were lanat anyo. 
rifled and demoliſh'd, the Religious expell'd with 
unheard of Violence, and in their facrilegious Fury 
the magnificent Church of Kildare was wholly de- 
ſtroyed. 

The Succeſs of the Daniſh Invaſion, promoted by the 
moſt ſavage Barbarities, that ſpared neither Sex nor 
Age, incouraged the Normans to try their Fortune; who 
having fitted out a Number of Tranſports, ſet Sail 
from their own Country, and arrived in the Mouth of 
the Boyne, and another Fleet of forty Sail came into 
the Mouth of the River Lify. Theſe Invaders, if poſ- 
ſible, exceeded the bloody Norwegzans, in their Hoſtilities 
and military Executions; they pillaged the Coaſts, and 
devoured what the Daniſh Locuſts had left: They car- 
ried with them the Terror of Fire and Sword in their 
Incurſions; they plunder'd Magh Li ) the County of 
Dublin, Magh Breag and Fingall. The Progreſs of theſe 
Foreigners alarm'd the Danes, who fearing the Normans 
would deprive them of their Conqueſts, and drive them 
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IQ out of the Kingdom, either by their own Power or by 
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joining with the Natives, collected their ſcatter'd Forces 
that were divided into ſeveral Bodies, for the Conve— 
nience of Plunder, came to Jobh Neill, and offer'd Bat- 
tel to the Normans. The Fight began briſkly and a 
dreadful Slaughter follow'd on both Sides, but the Vic- 
tory inclined to the Danes, who after a terrible Impreſ- 
ſion upon the Enemy turn'd the Fortune of the Day, 
and purſued them from Inbher Nambark, where the Bat- 
tel was fought, along the Banks of the Shannon to the 
Sea ſide. This Succeſs animated the Daxes, who find- 
ing the Country open andunguarded, renew'd their Ho- 
ſtilities, and ranſack'd and burnt Inis Cealtrach Cluain 
Mac Nois, and all the Churches of Loch Kune were 
conſumed to Aſhes. 

In the Time of theſe publick Calamities, Fe;dhlime, 
the Son of Crimhbthan, govern'd the Province of Mun- 


fler, and having enter'd into Holy Orders, preſided in 


the Archiepiſcopal Chair of Leath Modha, as the South 
half of [re/and was generally call'd. This Prince re— 
ceived Provocations from the Northern half of the 
Iſland, known by the Name of Leath Cum, and car- 
rying his Arms into that Part of the Country, he ſorely 
diſtreſs'd the Inhabitants, and plunder'd without Diſtinc- 
tion from Birr to Teamharr — But he met with 
Oppoſition at Tara, which he overcame with ſome Diffi- 
culty; and in a Conflict, wherein his Forces engaged 


Fonrachtach, the Son of Maoldum loſt his Life. This 


Eccleſiaſtical Prince did not long ſurvive to enjoy the 
Benefit of his Victories, being cut off by Death after 
he had fill'd the Throne of Munſter for ſeven and 
twenty Years. There is a valuable Treatiſe extant 
which gives a great Character of this Feidblime, the Son 
of Criomhbthan, and ſpeaking of his Deceaſe, ſays, Opti- 
mus & ſapiens Anachorta Scotorum quievit; The moſt ex- 
cellent and wiſe Anchoret of the Scots departed this Life. 
Which is Authority ſufficient to believe that this Prince 
was a Perſon of great Learning and Accompliſhments, 
and by Reaſon of his Piety and - Holineſs of his Life, a 
bright Ornament of the Chriſtian Profeſſion. 

In the ſame Year with the Death of Fe:dh/ime, Olcho- 
bhair, the Abbot of Imly a Man ambitious and fond 
of Power, had Intereſt ſufficient to have himſelf elected 
King of Caſhel, Maolſeachlen the King of Meath about 
the ſame Time engaged the Danes at Ca/an Linge, and 

gave 
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gave them a ſignal Overthrow, which concluded with EY 
the Slaughter of ſeven hundred of them upon the 
Spot. The Daniſh General, whoſe Name was Faxolh, 
was kill'd by Ganachtaibhbꝰ, in an Encounter wherein 
the Foreigners were defeated with great Loſs. The 
Fortune of the Danes began now to abate, for they were ge- 
rally routed by the Natives, who ſtruggled hard for 
their Liberties, and particularly deſtroy'd Numbers 
of them in the Battel of Haſtuadb; but after this bad 
Succeſs, the Invaders recover'd their Strength, and with 
the choiceſt of their Forces laying Siege to the City of 
Dublin, took it Sword in Hand. The famous Cormac, # 
Mac Cuillenan, (who was Archbiſhop of Caſhel and g0-nae Dae 
vern'd the Province of Munſter for ſeven Years ) was ulteanam 
born about this Time; ſoon after the pious Biſhop off, Je 
Teilge, whoſe Name was Exuich, was unfortunately kill'd. *4: 
The Inhabitants of Conacht attempted to oppoſe the 
Incurſions of the Danes, and gave them Battle, but 
with ill Succeſs; for the Provincial Troops were cut 
off in great Numbers, and Maolduin the Son of Muir- 
guiſa was Slain, Near this Time died Bryan the Son 
of Faolan, King of Leix. 

The Danes were continually reinforc'd with freſh Re- 
cruits from their own Country, and a Fleet of many 
Sail, with a Body of Troops on Board, arriv'd upon the 
Coaſts, and landed at Loch Neachach. They commit- 
ted their uſual Hoſtilities, and plunder'd the Country in 
an inhuman Manner; they broke through the Law of 
Nations, and contrary to the Practice of declared Enemies, 
they raged with all the Terror and Calamities of Fire 
and Sword. The Churches in the Northern Part of 
the Ifland fell a Prey to theſe Barbarians, who had no 
regard toReligion and the Chriſtian Worſhip, butwith a 
ſavage Brutality they deſtroyed every thing civil and 
facred; and among other Acts of Violence, Fearna and 
Corke were ſpoiled and pillaged, and then ſet on Fire and 
conſumed toAſhes. 

Niall Caille, King of Ireland, about this Time, at the 
Head of a numerous Army, plunder'd and deſtroy'd Fear- 
ceall and Deabbna Eathra; and ſoon after Morrough the 
Son of Hugh, King of Conacht, leſt the World; the ce- 
lebrated Biſhop of Cluam Heois follow'd, and was deli- 
ver d from a troubleſome Life. The Danes encourag'd 
by their Succeſs, and to ſecure what they had conquer'd, 
erected a Fort at Linn Duachaill, which they filbd with 
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their choiceſt Troops: This Gariſon wasa Terror to the 
Natives, and by their continu'd Excurſions plunder'd and 
deſtroy'd the Country call'd Tuatha Teabhtha. They 
built alſo another Caſtle at Dublin, from whence they 
had an Opportunity of 3 the Province of Lein- 
es were levell'd with the 
Ground, and the Country miſerably diſtreſs'd, from the 
City of Dublin to Shabh Bladhma. They ranſack'd Cluam 
Aidhnach, Cluain Jorarrd, and Cluam Mac Mois; the 
whole Land around became deſert, and was like an un- 
inhabited Wilderneſs. About this Time Feargus the 
Son of Fothig, who govern'd the Province of Conacht, 
departed this Life; and the cruel Dane Turgeſius erec- 
ted a Fort at Loch Ribh, which commanded the Coun- 
try about, and infeſted Cuain Mac Mis, Cluain Fearta 
Breanun, Tirdaglaſs, Lothra, and many other adjacent 
Places and Cities, which were plunder'd and deſtroyed, 
and fell a miſerable Sacrifice to the Fury of theſe In- 
vaders. Not long afterwards the venerable Muread- 
hach, Biſhop of Lame Leire, was tranſlated to a better 
Life; and about the ſame Time Mall Calle, the King 
of Ireland, engaged the Daxes in a pitch'd Battel, and 
gave them a ſignal Overthrow, which was attended 
with the Loſs of Numbers that were left dead upon 
the Spot; but this Prince did not ſurvive long enough 
to enjoy the Fruits of his Victory, for he was unfor- 
tunately drowned in the River Caille in the Manner 
beforc related. 
Turgeſms the Dane Uſurped the Sovereignty of [re- 
land, This Foreigner was the King of Norway, as 
ſome Writers affirm, or, as others, the King's Son. His 


« Fa- Flat Countrymen the Norwegians and other Eaſterlings who 


Tu Zeſiuy 
anj o. 


ſided againſt the Natives, proclaimed him King of /re- 


land, and inveſted him with the Government of the 


Iſland, which he ruled thirteen Years. Before he came 
to the Throne he had been ſeventeen Years in the 
Country, plundering and deſtroying the Inhabitants 
with inexpreſſible Calamities. He was a Scourge in the 
Hands of divine Providence to puniſh the /-:/þ Nation, 
which was reduced to the laſt Extremities, and at laſt 
compelled to ſubmit under the Yoke of this Uſurper. 
The liland had been for many Years haraſſed with 
Wars and inteſtine Diviſions as well as continual Strug- 
glcs to preſerve their oppreſſed Liberties, and repell . 
Inſolence and cruel Hoſtilities of the Invaders. But the 


I Foreigners 
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Foreigners being conſtantly ſupported with Recruits WWW 
from Norway, and all the Eaſtern Countries adjacent, 
poured in ſuch Numbers upon the Natives, that they 

were forced to give up the Defence of their Country, 

and ſubmit to the Tyranny of this Uſurper, who re- 

duced them to the loweſt Servitude, impoſed inſuffer- 

able Taxes, and by other Acts of Cruelty and Oppreſſi- 

on, eſtabliſhed himſelf in the Government, and as it 

were made a Conqueſt of the Iſland. This Foreigner 

had no ſooner ſeized upon the Crown, but he diſpatched 
Meſſengers into Norway, who were commiſſioned to 

give Notice of his Acceſſion to the Throne, and to 
deſire a Supply of Forces ſufficient to ſupport his Pre- 
tenſions againſt any Attempts of the Natives, who were 

a People jealous of their Liberties, and if they were not 

kept under the Terror of a ſtanding Army, would oc- 

0 592 him an uneaſy Reign. Accordingly a Fleet of 

many Sail, and a Number of Tranſports fill'd with regu- 

lar Troops, were diſpatched, and landed upon the Weſt- 

ern Coaſt. The Country was immediately laid waſte, v trwnta 
the Inhabitants were forced by Droves like Sheep into cgi 
Captivity, and ſuch as eſcaped were obliged to retire ang em 
into Woods and Wildernefles with their Families, and“. 


lie expoſed to the Miſeries of Famine to preſerve them- 


ſelves from Slavery. * Theſe Foreigners mann'd out 
ſeveral Boats that were ordered upon Loch Neachach 
and Loch Ribh, from whence they ravaged and com- 
mitted Hoſtilities ſavage and terrible beyond Expreſſion. 
St. Collum Cill many Years before the Invaſion of the 
Danes foretold the Calamities that ſhould fall upon his 
Country, and Bearchan the Prophet predicted particu- 
larly, that the Norwegzans ſhould arrive and bring the 
Country into Servitude; the Verſes of this ancient Poet 
may be thus tranſlated. 


The bold Norwegians, with a numerous Sail, 
Shall try the Iriſh Ocean, and arrive 

Upon the Coaſts. The Iſle ſhall be enſlavd 

By theſe vittorious Foreigners, who ſhall place 
In every Church an Abbot of their own, 

And ſhall proclaim to fill the Throne of Ireland, 
A King of the Norwegian Race. 


„ A 
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An ACCOUNT of the many Battels 
Urge/ins having reduced the Iſland under his Sub- 


fought by Turgeſius, &c. 

| jection, and by Uſurpation broke in upon the 
Succeſſion of the royal Line of the Iii Monarchs, 
exerciſed his Government with great Tyranny, and 
eſtabliſhed himſelf upon the Ruins of the national Li- 
berties, and made his arbitrary and unbounded Will the 

edlmaf ga- Rule of his Adminiſtration. The Natives were miſer- 

wot ano. ably gall'd with the heavy Yoke of this Foreigner, 
and reſolving to attempt a Recovery of their Freedom, 
there was a Conſpiracy form'd by the principal Nobi- 
lity and Gentry of the Kingdom to dethrone the Ty- 
rant and expell the Foreigners, and fix the State upon 
its ancient Foundation. They reflected upon the Bra- 
very of their Anceſtors, how prodigal they were of their 
Blood in Defence of their Country, and what noble 
Efforts they made to ſecure their Rights and Privileges, 
and deliver them down unoppreſſed to their Poſterity. 
Inſpir'd with theſe Reflections, the Revolt became uni- 
verſal, and the Iriſh unanimouſly arm'd and aſſembled 
in Bodies over the whole Kingdom. They engaged the 
Danes in ſeveral deſperate Battels, and fought with Suc- 
ceſs in many Encounters. A Spirit of Freedom and Li- 
berty prevailed throughout the Iſland, and was attended 
with Victory, inſomuch that the Foreigners began to 
be weary of their Conqueſts. They were ſo haraſſed 
and bore down by the old [r;/b Courage, that they 
were overthrown and defeated with incredible Loſs, and 
were at laſt obliged to retire to their Shipping, and bid 
adieu to the Iſland. 

It may not be improper in this Place to relate parti- 
cularly ſome of the moſt memorable Battels that were 
fought between the Natives and the Invaders, and ex- 
preſs ſome of the moſt remarkable Circumſtances that 
attended them, in order to give Poſterity a juſt Idea 
of the Courage and Bravery of the ancient ib, who 
were a Nation fond of their Liberties and of the royal 
Family of their Kings, whoſe Throne they could not 
bear ſhould be filled by Foreigners, but expoſed them- 
ſelves to preſerve their Country, and put an End to 
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thoſe Calamities that cloſely followed a foreign Yoke,  YV 


and are the neceſſary Effects of Tyranny and Uſurpa- 


tion. 


The Iriſh led on by the principal Nobility of the 


Country, particularly the Tribe of 8 Dailgais, 


engaged 


the Danes, and gave them a ſignal Overthrow at Ad- 
breacan. The Foreigners were again attacked by the 


People of Colgain, and routed with the Loſs of 


all their 


Forces, in which Action Saxolb, a Commander of great 
Courage and Experience among the Dazes, was ſlain. OA 


chobhair, the Son of Cionnfhaonh, who govern'd 


the Pro- 


vince of Munſter and Lorcain, the Son of Ceallach, King 
of Leinſter, join'd their Provincial Forces, and fell upon voconblop 
the Army of the Invaders with irreſiſtable Bravery ; the 


Diſpute was hot and bloody, but the Impreſſion of 


the Iriſh 


broke the Ranks of the Enemy, anda general Rout follow- 
ed. In this Engagement the Earl of 7Tomarr, who was Heir 
Apparent to the Crown of Deumart, was lain, and 
twelve hundred of the beſt Soldiers of the Dauiſh Ar- 
my followed him to the other World. The King of 


Munſter before mentioned, and the Inhabitants 
nacht Caſhel, defeated the Daxes in a pitched Ba 
Caſhel, where five hundred of them were kill'd, 


that Succeſs at a Place called Gla/g/ean, that 


continual Skirmiſhes and Attacks, that they | 


of Eoga- 
ttel near 
and the 


reſt fled for their Lives. The People of Tyrconnel arm- 
ed to recover their Liberties, and attack'd the Invaders 
near Eaſiuadb, and fought them with Succeſs; for the 
choiceſt of their Forces periſhed in the Engagement, 
and few eſcaped the Slaughter of the Day. The Men 
of 7obh Figmty reſolved to be no longer Slaves, and ob- 
ſerving an Opportunity, they fell upon the Danes, and 
killed three hundred and ſixty of them. Two hun- 
dred of theſe Foreigners were deſtroyed by the People 
of Cianachta, and two hundred and forty at Drum 
da Chonn were (lain by Tigbernach the King of Loch 
Gabhair. Maolſeachlin, the King of Meath, attempted 
to ſhake off the Yoke, and engaged the Danes with 


a thou- 


oſt their 


choiceſt 
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ſand and ſeven hundred of them were cut off. Vet 
notwithſtanding theſe Victories, the Foreigners were 
far from being ſupprefled, for they were conſtantly 
| ſupplied with freſh Recruits from their own Country, 
which inſpired them with Courage under the greateſt 
Slaughter of their Troops; their broken Armies were 
ſoon completed, and the Natives were ſo haraſſed with 
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WYV choiceſt Soldiers without any Proſpect of filling their 
Places; and therefore being diſpirited and worn our, 
they were obliged to confeſs themſelves a vanquiſhed 

8 wo People, and ſubmit to the cruel Tyranny of Turgeſius 

bans PE and his Daniſh Soldiery, who ruled them with a Rod 

tan anf o yẽ of Tron, and forced them to taſte of the very Dregs 
of Servitude, The whole Kingdom was reduced, the 


Uſurper ſeiz'd upon the Crown, and by his Followers 
was proclaimed Monarch of /re/and. 
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A particular ACCOUNT of the 81LA- 


VERY impoſed upon the ancient Iriſh by 
TuRGESIUS the Daniſh Tyrant. 


F (HE native Iriſh could neither bear nor ſhake off 


the oppreſſive Yoke of theſe Foreigners; and 
Tur geſius, who had Poſſeſſion of the Government, 
thought no Method more expedient to ſecure is new 
Power than to new model the State, to overturn the old 
Conſtitution, and to place his Countrymen in the Poſts 
of Truſt and Authority. Accordingly heap pointed a 
is Daniſh King in every Canthred of Land throughout 
WU the Iſland, and a Captain was ſettled in every Territory. 
wy He nominated an Abbot in every Church and Monaſtery, 
and a Sergeant of the Danes was fixed as the commandin 
Officer in every Village; and to complete the Miſeries of 
the Natives, a Soldier was billetted by Authority upon eve- 
dare ry Houſe and Cottage thro? the whole Kingdom. The 
. 3 *. Inſolence and Rapines of theſe common Soldiers were in- 
9 ſupportable; for the Maſter of a Family had no Power 
* in his own Houſe; he could not command the Uſe of a Hen 
or a Chicken of his own, for Fear of giving Offence to this 
raſcally Foreigner, whoſe Vengeance he dreaded, and 
whoſe Reſentment perhaps would diſpoſſeſs him of all 
he had. If a poor Man had but one Cow to afford 
Milk for the Support of his Family, the Soldier quar- 
«ter'd upon him would conſume the whole, not regard- 
ing the Cries and Wants of the young Children, who 
were ready to dic of Hunger; and if a Perſon in the 
Houſe chanc'd to be ſick, and the Weakneſs of his Sto- 
mach would admit of no other Food but Milk, this 
C barbarous Dane would not allow him a Drop to fave 


| him 
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him from Death, but ſuffer him to periſh. And when 
the Janizary had a Mind for a Piece of Beef, he would 

oblige the Man of the Houſe to kill this Cow, whoſe 

Milk was the greateſt Part of his Suſtenance; and when 

that Beaſt was the whole Stock he was poſſeſſed of. 

Theſe Barbarities and Oppreſſions diſtracted the unhap- 

py 1riſh, who were obliged to conform to the ſordid 

and cruel Temper of theſe Soldiers, and ſupply them 

with what Proviſion they required, how expenſive ſoever ; 

otherwiſe they would be drag'd by Violence to the ge- 

neral Rendezvous of the Army, and committed to the 

Guard Room, and kept under cloſe Confinement till 

the Priſoner had made Satisfaction to his inſolent Gueſt, 

who often would be ſo unconſcionable as not to be content 

with leſs than the Ruin of his Family and Fortune. 

The arbitrary Danes impoſed likewiſe a heavy Tri- 
bute upon the vanquiſhed ih; for every Maſter of a 
Family throughout the whole Iſland was obliged, under 
the ſevereſt Penalties, to pay, as an yearly Tribute, an 
Ounce of Gold; and if thro' Misfortune or Poverty 
he was incapable to furniſh out his Contribution, he 
was puniſhed with the Loſs of his Noſe. No Lord 
or Lady were permitted to wear any Cloaths but what had 
been left off by the Dares; for if their Habit was of 
any Value, it was torn off their Backs, and ragged caſt 
off Garments were given them in the Place. Theſe ſa- 
vage Invaders were profeſſed Enemies to Learning and 
learned Men, and therefore the Sovereignty of the 
Kingdom being in their own Hands, they determined 
to extirpate all Schools and Seminaries of Education: 
The Iriſh were not ſuffered to have their Children taught 
to read: The Churches and holy Places for divine 
Service were likewiſe ſhut up or deſtroyed to the 
Ground: All the Books they could find they 
burnt or tore to pieces: The Poets, Hiſtorians, Muſi- 

cians, and the Profeſſors of other liberal Arts and Sci- 
ences were baniſhed, or impriſoned, or forced to abſcond 
in Woods and Solitudes to preſerve their Lives. No cnues ka- 
young Lady, of whatſoever Quality, tho ſhe were the c H 
Daughter of a Lord or of a King, was allowed to work 
with her Needle, or embroider in Gold, Silver, or Silk; 
and the Sons of Noblemen were forbidden to learn the 
Uſe of Arms, or exerciſe themſelves in Feats of Acti- 
vity or martial Sports, leſt they ſhould one Time or 
other reflect upon the Bravery of their Anceſtors, and 
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grow uneaſie under the Yoke of Slavery. The Fish 
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were diſcouraged under the Penalty of Fines and Im- 
priſonment, to make Feaſts or publick Entertainments, 
or to uſe Hoſpitality among one another, but were 
forc'd to be content with the Scraps and Offals, that 
were left at the Tables of the riotous and luxurious 
Danes, who prodigally conſumed at once the Support 
of many Families, and ſpent the Revenue of whole 
Countries to indulge their Palates, and to pleaſe them- 
ſelves in the moſt ſcandalous and unnatural Debau- 
cheries. 

Such was the miſerable State of the Iſland, under the 
Oppreſſion and cruel Yoke of theſe domineering Fo- 
reigners; The Natives were broken hearted, and de- 
ſpair'd of recovering their Liberties; the Clergy were 
Bred to fly into Woods, and the moſt deſolate Places, 
for the Security of their Lives; for the Danes were a 
wicked and abandon'd Race of Men, and ſo covetous 
of Wealth and Plunder, that Churches and Monaſteries 
were rifled, their conſecrated Plate carried off, and the 
Religious turn'd out of Doors. But the Cries and 
Prayers of the pious Clergy, who hid themſelves in 
Caves and Deſerts, and inceſſantly addreſs'd themſelves 
to Heaven for the Deliverance of their Country, pre- 
vail'd at laſt with the divine Mercy to find a Way for 
their Redemption, as unexpected as it was acceptable 
to the Natives, who were in Deſpair, and gave them- 
ſelves up for loſt; for it muſt be obſerv'd that the 
Clergy, notwithſtanding the Inconveniences they ſuffer'd, 
ſtrictly perform'd the divine Offices of the Church in 
the beſt Manner they were able; they faſted and pray'd, 
and obliged the Laity to be regular in their Devotions, 
and to intreat, without Intermiſhon, that God would de- 
ſtroy the Power of thoſe profane Invaders, profeſs'd 
Enemies to Mankind, and to his Church, * reſtore 
the Kingdom to its ancient Liberty. And Heaven re- 
warded their Piety with Succeſs, ſo far as to deliver 
the Tyrant Turgeſius himſelf into the Hands of tlie 
Iriſh. _ 

For when this bloody Uſurper was in the Height 
of his unjuſt Authority, among other Methods to con- 
firm himſelf in his new Power, and to prevent the Na- 
tives from giving Diſturbance in his Reign, he erec- 
ted a Caſtle as a royal Palace, where he defign'd to 


reſide, near the Seat of Maolſeachlin, who govern'd the 


Country 


IRELAND 


Country of Meath. This haughty Dane would ſome- WYW 
times condeſcend to make a Viſit to this neighbour- 
ing Prince, who had a Daughter of excellent Beauty, 
that had the fineſt Shape and Fe en and was one 


of the moſt celebrated Ladies in the Iſland. Turgeſins, 
who by this Time began to be aged, was at an Enter- 
tainment in the Palace of Meath, where this Princeſs 
fate at the Table, and by her Charms fo captivated 


this royal Lecher, that the Blood grew warm in its 


old Channels, and he conceived ſo ſtrong a Paſſion, 
that he deſired Maolſeachlim to reſign his Daughter 
to his Arms, and promiſed ſhe ſhould be the Favourite 
and prime Miſtreſs in his Seraglio. The King of Meath 
dared not incenſe the Tyrant by a Denial, who he 
knew would gratifie his Luſt by Violence, but with 

reat Submiſſion requeſted, that ſince his Majeſty was 
pleas'd to make Choice of his Daughter for a Mi- 
ſtreſs, he would not make it known in a publick Man- 
ner, out of Reſpe& to the Character of the young 


Lady, whoſe Reputation would ſuffer, and her Honour 


be ſo blemiſh'd, that it would be difficult afterwards to 


diſpoſe of her in Marriage, and provide a Huſband for Agallas 
her ſuitable to her Quality; and therefore he deſired, acta 
that ſince his royal Palace was at no great Diſtance, he ranger, 
might be permitted to ſend the Princeſs to him pri- fe. 


vately, to conceal it from the Knowledge of the World. 
And, continued he, I will convey to your Majeſty 
fifteen of the moſt celebrated Beauties that my ſmall 
Territories produce, who, I am confident, will fo far 
eclipſe the Charms you are pleaſed to commend in 
my Daughter, that ſhe will ſcarce receive the Honour 
of being admitted to your Embraces, when you are 
convinced ſhe is excell'd by ſo many of a ſuperior 
Beauty. Turgeſius was tranſported with the Expectation of 


receiving the young Lady, and a Night was appointed onze ace 
to Crown his Hopes and give him Poſſeſſion; She was g * 
7 


to be conducted with all jpoſhble Privacy into one oftargerur. 


his royal Apartments, and the young Ladies were to be 
diſpos d of as the Luſts and Humour of the Tyrant 
directed. 25 

It happen'd that at this Time there was a Con- 
vention of the principal Danes, throughout the Kingdom 
ſummon'd by Sarge to aſſemble at Dublin, in order 
to ſettle his Infant Government upon laſting Founda- 
tions; to defeat the Proſpects of the Natives, who 
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ere inclin'd to a Revolt, to defend the Country from 
other Invaders, and to perpetuate the Succeſhon to his 
Poſterity. Theſe Matters, and whatever ſeem'd to con- 
tribute to the Eſtabliſhment of the Uſurpation, being ad- 
juſted, the King appointed an Entertainment for ſome 
of his prime Miniſters and Favourites, and being well 
warm'd with Wine, he communicated to fifteen of them 
his Intrigue with the young Princeſs the Daughter 
of the King of Meath, and promiſed to beſtow upon 
each of them a young Lady of conſummate Beauty, if 
they were diſpoſed for an Act of Gallantry, and thought 
proper to follow him to the Court. Theſe laſcivious 
Danes conforming to the Practice of the Tyrant, ex- 
preſs'd their Gratitude for his royal Bounty; and fir'd 
with the Proſpect before them, deſired the Honour of 
waiting upon him; and accordingly Turgeſius, attended 
with fifteen of his debauch'd Nobles and Officers, ſet 
out from Dublin, where the Aſſembly ſate, and arrived 
at the Palace where he uſually kept his Reſidence. 

But Maolſcachlin the King of Meath, deſign'd no- 
thing leſs than to contribute to the Proſtitution of his 
Daughter, and reſolving to vindicate the Honour of 
the young Lady, he enter'd upon a deſperate Attempt 
to dethrone and deſtroy the Tyrant, and ſacrifice him 
to the Fury of his own Luſt. Accordingly he ſelec- 
ted fifteen of the ſtouteſt and moſt beautiful Vouths in 
his Dominions, who were of a fair freſh Complexion, 
and had no Beards upon their Faces ; He order'd them 
to be apparell'd in the Habit of young Ladies, and to 
conceal under their Gowns a ſhort ſharp Sword, which 
they were to make uſe of according to his Directions. 
Thus fitted out, the Princeſs, attended with her Retinue, 
upon the Night appointed left her Father's Court; 
and when ſhe arrived near the Caſtle, where Turgeſius 
had his royal Seat, the ſent privately to acquaint him 
of her Approach, which he receiv'd with inexpreſſible 
Joy: He gave Notice to his Officers that the Ladies 
were coming, and having order'd them to retire to 

do tcorfe-their Chambers, he ſent one of his Favourites to meet 
gow the Princeſs, and conduct her to his Court. The Da- 
'" iſh Nobles ſeverally repair'd to their Apartments, 
that were made proper for their Reception, and impa- 

tiently expected their Iriſh Miſtreſſes, while the King 

with the ow Fury of Paſhon was waiting in his Bed- 
chamber, tranſported with the Proſpect of ſatisfying his 

1 brutiſh 
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brutiſh Deſires, upon a Princeſs of the greateſt Beauty WV 
and Quality throughout the Iſland. 

But Providence determin'd to put a final End to the 
Tyranny of this Uſurper ; for Mao//achl;n the King of ,,,,,.... 

. Meath, the better to accompliſh his Deſign, fo glorious se an 
in the Event as to ſubvert the oppreſſive Yoke of theſe 
Foreigners, under the Covert of the Night march'd 

with a reſolute Body of hardy 17:/h, and advancing to- 

wards the Caſtle of 7Tyrge/ins, he drew up his Men fi- 

lently under the Walls, in order, when he receiv'd the 

Signal from thoſe within, to break into the Fort , 

and to put the Tyrant and all his Retinue to the 

Sword. 

The Princeſs with her Followers were by this Time 
admitted into the Palace, and the Gentlemen who at- 
tended her had Orders from the King to preſerve the 
Honour of his Daughter at all Hazards, and to fall 
upon the Tyrant unguarded as he was, before he had 
perpetrated his Deſign ; and inſpiring them with a Love of 
Liberty, and of redeeming their Country from a cruel Sla- 
very, he had raiſed their Indignation to that Height, that 
they engaged to a Man to expoſe their Lives in this 
great Adventure, and they did not doubt of Succeſs. 
Their Commiſſion was to ſeize upon the Uſurper and 
take him alive, but to bind him with ſtrong Cords 
that he could not poſſibly eſcape; then they were to ſe- 
cure his Nobles and Officers, who expected other ſort 
of Embraces, and not leave a Man of them alive: And 
there ſeem'd no Difficulty to bring to pals this ſurpriſ- 
ing Event; for the Tyrant thought he had eftabliſh'd 
his Power, and broken the Spirit of the Natives, and there- 
fore there was no Occaſion to keep a ſtrict Guard a- 
bout his Perſon ; and his Officers were ſo infatuated by 
their Luſts, that they left their Arms behind them, leſt 
they ſhould frighten the Ladies, and diſcompoſe them 
for ſofter Encounters. There was a proper Signal agreed 
upon to give Notice to the King under the Walls, 
when he ſhould ruſh into the Fort and aſſiſt with his 
Troops to fall upon the Danes, who perhaps might be 
ſo numerous as not eaſily to be diſpatch'd. | 
The Circumſtances of this ſecret Adventure being 
thus adjuſted; the Princeſs with all her Retinue were 
introduced into the King's Apartment, who received 
her with open Arms, and tho' of a very advanced 
Age, propoſed wonderful Delights to himſelf in the Poſ- 
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ſeſſion of her. He examined into the Beauty of her Atten- 
dants, who, tho' very handſome and genteel Youths, yet 
made but an aukward Appearance in their unaccuſtomed 
Dreſs, and therefore the Princeſs was ſure to find no Rival 
among them; and was made choice of to ſleepin the Arms 
of this laſcivious Dane, who embraced her tenderly, and 
was conducting her into his private Chamber. The 
Iriſh Youth thought now was the Time to diſcover and 
exert themſelves in Defence of the Honour of their Mi- 
ſtreſs and of their enſlaved Country; and throwing a- 
ſide their looſe Gowns, laid hold of the Tyrant, and 
pointing one of their ſhort Swords to his Throat, 
threatned him with inſtant Death if he cried out, 
which ſo terrified him, that he ſubmitted, and they 
inſtantly bound him; then deſtroying all they met, 
they forced into the Apartments of the Nobles and 
Officers, who were unarm'd and prepared for other En- 
gagements, and put them all to the Sword. The Pa- 
lace was filled with Cries and Slaughter, and to add 
to the Terror, the Signal was given to the King un- 
der the Walls, who broke into the Caſtle with dreadful 
Shouts, and finiſhed what was left undone; the Guards 
were killed, no Quarter was given, the Darkneſs of the 
Night increaſed the Fears of the Daxes, and Officers 
and Soldiers fell promiſcuouſly in the Carnage, and not 
a Man of them eſcaped. When the Fury of the [ri/þ 
was abated, and there was no Enemy left in the Caſtle, 
the King of Meath entred the Room where Tingeſius 
lay bound, and upbraiding him with his exceſſive Cruel- 
ties, the many Rapes and Violences he had committed 
upon the Iiſh Ladies, and his repeated Murthers; he 
commanded him to be loaded with Irons, and to 
be carried before him in Triumph. The Soldiers 
were allowed to plunder the Caſtle, where they found 
an incredible Booty, and the King with the Princeſs 
and his brave hardy Troops returned to Meath. 

This Tranſaction was ſoon ſpread over the whole 
Kingdom; and the /77/h, animated with the Succeſs of 
the King of Meath, unanimouſly revolted, and reſolv- 
ed to throw off the Daniſh Yoke. The Foreigners 
were quite diſpirited and abandon'd to their Fears, when 
they heard that their King Turgeſius was taken Priſoner, 
and his principal Nobility and commanding Officers 
put to the Sword; and conſidering that the Natives 
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were up in Arms, and themſelves without a Leader,. 
they thought it ſafeſt to fly to their Ships, and with 
all poſhble Expedition to quit the Iſland. Such of theſe 
Invaders who lived near the Sea Coaſts, got on board 
without much Difficulty ; but thoſe who had poſſeſſed 
themſelves of the Inland Country at a great Diſtance 
from the Sea, were obliged to retire into Cities and 
fortified Places for their Security: But the deſperate 
Iriſh reſolved to rid themſelves of theſe Forcigners, 
which now they had an Opportunity to do, and fell 
upon them in all Places without Diſtinction: They 
hunted them out of the Woods and Wilderneſſes, 
where they had taken Shelter; they ſtormed their Towns 
and Forts, and engaging with irreſiſtable Fury, they 
ſlew infinite Numbers of the Daxes before they could 
reach their Ships; no Solitude nor Flight could protect 
them from the enraged Iriſh, who fought for their Lives, 
and Laws, and Liberties, and determined to bring about 
acomplete Revolution, and eſtabliſh the Government up- 
on its ancient Foundation. Some of theſe wretched 
Foreigners eſcaped to the Sea under the Favour of the 
Night; and others who were ſurrounded by their Ene- 
mies, and found it impoſſible to fly, moſt ſubmiſſively 
petitioned for Quarter, and promiſed to become Ser- 
vants to the Iiſb; and to fave their Lives, to comply 
with whatever Tax or Impoſition ſhould be laid upon 
them. The King of Meath, when the firſt Fury of 
the Iriſh was in ſome Meaſure qualified, and perceiving 
that thoſe few Daxes that remained, might be fo diſ- 
poſed as to be made incapable of giving any Diſturbance ;,,,z ,, 
to the State, received them into Mercy, and having t-<lance 
diſarmed them, ſpared their Lives. The Tyrant, after“ Ie 
he had been for ſome Time kept in Fetters, and been a 
Witneſs to the Miſeries of his Countrymen, had an End 
put to his unfortunate Life, being thrown by the Com- 
mand of the King, bound as he was, into Loch Aimnin, 
where he periſhed. 

This wonderful Revolution being accompliſhed by the 
Death of the Uſurper, and the Expulſion of the Danes, 
the Nobility and Gentry of Ireland, willing to ſettle the 
Conſtitution of the Government, and reduce the Af- | | 
fairs of State into ſome Order, aſſembled in a general | 
Convention, and reflecting upon the Means from which | 
they received their Freedom and Redemption; unani- | 
mouſly came to a Reſolution to place the Crown upon 


the 
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the Head of their great Deliverer Maolſeachlin, King of 

Meath. | | 
It muſt be obſerved here, that Buchanan, the Scotiſh 
Hiſtorian aſſerts, that Gregory, King of Scotland, in- 
vaded the Kingdom of Vreland with a numerous Army, 
and having plundered the Inhabitants, and miſerably 
harafſed the Country with their Hoſtilities, they had 
eu do kla · the Succeſs to kill Bryen and Connor, who were appoint- 
on crear ed Guardians to the King of [reland, who was a Minor. 

2 = But this Writer is miſerably miſtaken in this Fact, be- 

m7 cauſe, as the authentick Chronicles of the Iſland ex- 
prellly teſtify, the Crown never deſcended to an Infant, 
who was a Minor, from the Reign of J/aimge, who was 
the firſt 7 King of the Line of the F:rbolgs, till the 
Time of Hexry the Second, King of Eugland; for the 
Succeſſion, tho' it often deſcended to the next Heir, 
yet he was always of Man's Eſtate; and when the here- 
ditary Right, by the Iniquity of the Times, and the Vi- 
olence of Parties was laid aſide, the Nobility and Gen- 
try commonly made Choice of the moſt accompliſhed 
Perſon in the Iſland, and placed him in Poſſeſſion of the 
Government, This Hiſtorian therefore is not to be 
credited; for it is beyond Diſpute, that Turgeſius, the 
Daniſh Tyrant, was the King of Ireland at that Time. 

A. D. 559. Maolſeachlm, by the Suffrage of the Nobility and 
Gentry, was placed upon the Throne of [reland; he 
was the Son of Maolruanadb, Son of Donagh, Son of 
Daniel, Son of Murchada, Son of Diarmuid, Son of 
Airmeadhaigh Caoch, Son of Conull Guthbin, Son Subbne 
Meain, Son of Colman Mor, Son of Diarmuid, Son of 
Feargns Ceirbeoil, deſcended from the royal Stock of 
Heremon, and held the Government ſixteen Years. The 
Mother of this Monarch was Arog, the Daughter of 
Cabal, Son of Fiachradb, King of Bearcuil. | 

The Danes being driven out of the Kingdom by the 
prevailing Power of the Natives, under the Conduct of 
this Prince, they began to form Deſigns of regaining 
their Settlements in the Iſland; for they had experi- 
enced ſo much of the Fertility and Riches of the Coun- 
try, that their native Poſſeſſions were incapable ro ſup- 
port them in that riotous and expenſive Way of Life 
which they had uſed themſelves to, when they had the 
Command of the Labours and the Wealth of the in- 
duſtrious and frugal 1r;/h. And in order to concert 
Meaſures for another Deſcent, the principal of the 


Norwegians 
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Norwegzans and Danes aſſembled, and after many De- 


bates they came to a Reſolution to ſend three of their <onJle do- 
molt experienced Generals, with a Fleet well appointed, zrogtoklag 


with Commiſhon to land upon the Coaſts of [reland. 
in a peaceable Manner, to avoid the committing of Ho- 
ſtilities, and by that Means gradually inſinuate into the 
Affections of the Inhabitants till they found themſelves 
of Ability to contend with them, and then Violence 
was wo be uſed. And the better to diſguiſe their De- 
ſigns, theſe three commanding Officers were to paſs un- 
derthe Notion of mercantile Men, and their Fleet was 
to be called a Sail of Merchantmen, which were to be fur- 
niſhed with Jewels and gaudy Wares to be Soldior tobe pre- 
ſented to the {ih as Occaſion offer d. But a Number of 
Arms and military Preparations were to be ſtowed ſecretly 
in the Ships to be uſed when Matters were well concerted 
and ripe for Execution. The People of the Iſland were 
thus, to be corrupted and ſoftned into Effeminacy by 
this Stratagem of theſe ſubtle Foreigners, in order that 
they might be ſubdued with the leſs Difficulty, and in 
ſome Meaſure be the Inſtruments of their own Misfor- 
tunes and Deſtruction. 

The Author of the Polychronicon gives this Account 
of this Expedition, Poſt obitum Turgeſii, de Norvegiz 
partibus quaſi ſub pacis intunu & Mercature exercende 
pretextn, tres fratres, Amelanus, Cyracus, & Imorns, cum 
ſua ſequela in hanc inſulam appulerunt & de conſenſu Hi- 
bernorum, 070 deditorum, maritima loca occupantes, tres ci- 
vitates, viz, Waterfordiam, Dublinam & Lumericum con- 
ſtruxcrum, qui tamen numero ſuccreſcentes contra Indigenas 
frequenter mſultabant. After the Death of Turgeſius, three 
Brothers, Amelanus, Cyracus, and Imorus, came from the 
Parts of Norway in a peaceable Manner, and under Pre- 
tence of Merchandiſmg, arribed with their Followers 
in this Iſland, and getting Poſſeſſion of Places that lay 
pon the Coaſts, by the Conſent of the Iriſh, who were an 
idle ana unattve People, they built three Cities, Waterford, 
Dublin, and Limerick, and their Numbers daily increaſ- 
ing, they often inſulted and diſturbd the Natrves. From 
the Teſtimony of this Writer it appears, that the Vor- 
wegians, by this political Device, and under the Con- 
duct of theſe Officers, in the. Diſguiſe of Merchants, 
obrain'd Settlements in the Iſland, which they gradually 
improv'd by new Acquiſitions, till they became able to 
oppreſs the Natives, and 9 the whole Kingdom in- 
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RAN to subjection; and it is not to be wonder'd that theſe 
Foreigners carried on their Conqueſts with that Suc- 
ceſs, and after their Expulſion regain'd what they had 
loſt, and often enſlaved the People; for it muſt be ob- 
ſerv'd, that the Invaders were conſtantly ſupplied with 
freſh Recruits, their own Country was an inexhauſtible 

dos bos re Store of Men and Shipping, which encourag'd them to 

nat op bear up againſt all Misfortune or Defeats that might 


ces? neg happen, and to proſecute their Deſigns at all Adven- 
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tures. But the greateſt Advantages that were given 
them by the Natives, were occaſion'd by the Conteſts 
and civil Diſcords among themſelves; nothing pro- 
moted the common Ruin more than their Animoſities 
within themſelves, and their unnatural and irreconci- 
| lable Quarrels were attended with more dreadful Effects, 
than could follow from all the Force of the Enemy; 
and to add to the Calamity, the contending Parties would 
receive into Pay theſe Danes as auxiliary Troops, who 
when arp offer d turn'd their Arms againſt 
thoſe that hired them; and thus while the petty Prin- 
ces were ſtriving and tearing each other to pieces for 
Trifles, the Danes, when they found them ſufficiently 
weaken'd, ſubdued the Victor and the Vanquiſh'd, 
and forc'd them both to confeſs their ſuperior Power, 
and own them for their Maſters. Thus were the un- 
fortunate Jiſh, by a Concurrence of unhappy Circum- 
ſtances, again oblig'd to paſs under the Yoke, which 
all'd them with inexpreſſible Miſery, and could never 
bs ſhaken off till the Death of that illuſtrious Hero, the 
brave Bryen Boiroimbne, King of Ireland. 

The Annals of [reland aflert, that when the Norwe- 
gians had ſubdued the Inhabitants, nor only by their 
Arms, but by the Effects of their own inteſtine Diviſions, 
the Danes, in hopes of Plunder and Conqueſt, fitted out 

| | a conſiderable Fleet, and made a Deſcent upon the Iſland. 
They met with ſome Oppoſition, but it was fruitleſs and 
without Succeſs, for they deſtroy'd the Country and the 
People, and 8 the City of Dublin, and ravag' d 
terribly all the adjacent Territories; But the Norwegi- 
ans fearing to be driven out of their Poſſeſſions b % 
Danes, determin'd to make Head againſt them before 
they grew too powerful, and advancing towards them 
with a ſelect Body of Troops, offer'd them Battel. They 
accepted the Challenge, and a deſperate Fight com- 
menc'd at 1 Place call'd Linnduachaill, wherein the 


Danes 
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Danes obtained a complete Victory, the Norwegiaus SV 
were defeated with the Loſs of their beſt Forces, and dea, on. 
a thouſand of them left dead upon the Spot. Encou- loctatu ce 
rag'd by this Succeſs, the Victors ſeized upon a great Part“ 
of the Iſland, and ſtill improving their Authority, and 
plundering the Natives, they became the moſt formi- 
dable Power, and acquired the moſt conſiderable Set- 
tlements in the Country. 
Not long after this Victory of the Danes, Amblaoibh, 
(otherwiſe call'd Amelanus by ſome Authors) Son to the 
King of Denmark, arrived in Ireland, with a Deſign to 
take upon himſelf the Command of the Danes that were 
diſpers'd throughout the Iſland; and putting himſelf at 
the Head of his Countrymen, he fought the Natives 
in ſeveral Engagements with great Advantage, impoſed 
heavy — upon them, and reduc'd them in- 
to a State of Servitude. About this Time died Ol/chabhair 
the Son of Cionnaoth, who govern'd the Province of 
Munſter, and Flanhnia, the pious Biſhop of Biorra, 
and Cormac, the devout Prelate of Lathraigh Broin, ſoon legten zun g 
followed that Prince into the other World. — Nad f 
The unfortunate State of the Iſland, under the Op- mae Fol- 
preſſion of theſe Foreigners, was the Reaſon that about lun b 
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this Time Maolſeachlin ſummon'd by his royal Writs — fy y 
a Convention of the principal Nobility and Gentry of nn d , 


the Kingdom, to meet at a Place call'd Rath Aoda gan beach. 
Mac Bric, who unanimoully aſſembled according to the 
Summons; for the Natives conſulting their common 
Safety had layn aſide their private Conteſts and Quarrels ; 
but it was with ſome Difficulty they united, and were 
reconciled by the unwearied Diligence and Importu- 
nity of that Holy Perſon Eaigna, a Canvert of St Pa- 
trick, who had enter d himſelf a Member of ſome reli- 
ious Order. In this Convention, among other Ads 
at promoted the publick Good, it was determin'd 
that — the Son of Dungaile King of Munſter, 
and Carroll the King of Offery ſhould conclude a Peace 
with the Inhabitants of Leaibcuinn; and in the Aſſem- 
bly it was agreed, that the King of O ery aforeſaid, 
ſhould make his Submiſſion to Evens above named, 


who was a Saint of excellent Holineſs and Devotion. 
Some Time after this the Normans fell in a deſperate Fury 
upon Maolguala, who govern'd the Province of Mun-. 
fter, and flew him with Stones; and not long after this 
unfortunate Accident, Maolſeachlin King of Ireland, en- 


gaged 
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aged the Danes and fought the remarkable Battel of Drom 
da Moighe, where great Numbers of the foreign Troops 
were deſtroy'd, eſpecially ſuch as were quarter'd in the 


City of Dublin. After this Victory obtained by the 


A. D. $97. 


Iriſh, Daniell the Son of Aupin, King of the Pils, left 
the World, and the King of Ireland did not long en- 
joy the Fruits of his Succeſs, but died of a natural 
Death after a very troubleſome and diſtracted Reign. 
Hugh Fionnliath was the ſucceeding Monarch; He 
was the Son of Mall Caille, Son of Hugh Dorndigbe, 
Son of Mall Fraſach, deſcended from the royal Line of 
Heremon, and poſleſsd the Throne eighteen Years. 
The Mother of this Iriſß Prince was Gormfhlanh the 


Daughter of Dinnis the Son of Daniel. He took to Wife 


du! Apla- 


Maolmuire, the Daughter of Cronaorth, Son of Alpin, 
King of Scotland, by whom he had a Son call'd 
Niall Glandubh. During the Reign of this King ſeve— 
ral Actions of Importance happen'd ; among the reſt, 
Connor the Son of Donnogb, who had the Government 
of half the Country of Meath, was unfortunately ſlain 
by the Sword of Humphry Son to the King of Den- 
mark, at a Place call'd Cluain Joraird. This Daniſh 
Prince (known in the Jriſh Language by the Name of 
Amblaoibh,) after this Victory, tranſported a ſufficient 


ob me 210g Number of his Countrymen into Scorland, and falling 
loehlan go 


halbam. 


upon the Picts, he ſlew Multitudes of them, and made 
many of them Priſoners, whom he carried away with him 
and made them Slaves. 

Near this Time it was that Hugh Fonnliath, Mo- 
narch of Ireland, fell upon the Danes at a Place call'd 
Loch Feabhail, and gave them a general Defeat. In 
this Action the foreign Troops ſuffer' d exceedingly, and 
moſt of the Officers were cut off; for the Victor . 
away with him the Heads of forty of the principal 
Commanders, and the Fight concluded with the Loſs 
of one thouſand two hundred of the Danes, who pe- 
riſh'd in this Engagement. The [:/h Army, encou- 
rag'd with this Succeſs, attack'd the Fortifications and 
Gariſons of the Enemy, and beat them out of their 
Faſtneſles, and recover'd all the Booty and Plunder they 
had taken. Conall, the religious Biſhop of Ci Sgire, died 
ſoon after this Victory; about which Time the Palace 
of Humphry, Son to the King of Denmark, which he 
had built at Cluam Dalcham, was clandeſtinely ſet on 
Fire by Gaoithin, and Mac Ciaran the Son of Roanan, 

' ang 


IRELAND 
and conſumed to the Ground; this Accident occaſion'd 
great Confuſion to thoſe within, and the 7r:/þ taking 


Advantage of the Fears of the Danes, fell upon them 
and flew a hundred. of their principal Commanders: 
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Humphry to revenge himſelf upon the Iiſb laid an Am- Aeg 
buſcade, and ſurpriſed two thouſand of them, who were are nac« 
either kill'd, or wounded and taken Priſoners; and this“ ““ © 


Victory inſpir'd him with freſh Courage, for he plun- 
der'd Ardmach and the adjacent Country; and when he 
had raged with all the Fury of an incens'd Enemy, he 
carried off very valuable Spoils, with which he paid and 
rewarded his Army. 

The Death of Cronfaola the Son of Mochtighern, who 
had fill'd the Throne of Munſter for thirteen Years, 


happen'd about this Time, and he was ſucceeded in the 


Government of that Province by Donnogh Mac Dubh- 
dabhoirionn, who ſeized upon the Crown and proclaimed 
himſelf King. | 

The Danes by this Time were become a Terror not 
only to the /;þ, whom they reduc'd to the laſt 
Extremities, but the Succeſs of their Arms gave them 
Power to improve their Conqueſts among the Pidls in 
Scotland and the Welſh; the firſt of theſe they overcame 
in a Battle, and flew great Numbers of them, and Ro- 
ger the Son of Moirmin King of Wales, being terrified 
with the Fame of their Victories, left his own Country, 
and fled into Ireland for Refuge and Protection; where 
he met with an honourable Reception ſuitable to his 
Quality. Theſe Foreigners it has been obſerv'd broke 
open Churches and Shrines, and plunder'd the Dead 
as well as the Living, which was the Reaſon that the 
Reliques of St. Collum Cill were removed to Jreland, 
to preſerve them from Injury and the ſacrilegious Hands 
of theſe impious Barbarians. Lorcan Mac Lachiua a- 
bout this Time was fix'd in the Poſſieſſion of the Crown 
of Thumond, The Tribe of the Dalgais inhabited this 
Country, and their Territories extended to the Gates 
and Walls of Caſhel: They had twelve Canthreds in 
their Diviſions, which reach'd from Leim Congullam, 
to Beallach More in the County of Offery, and from 
Mount Eachty to Mount Eibhlme. This was a brave 
and martial Clan, and it was obſerv'd particularly of 
them, that they always choſe to be in the Front of the 
Momonian Forces, when they enter'd an Enemy's Coun- 


try, where they diſtinguiſh'd themſelves with ſignal Cou- 
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rage; and when they were marching homewards, and 
leaving the Country of the Enemy, their Place was in 
the Rear, ſo that they were expoſed to the greateſt Dan- 
gers, and were a Shield to the reſt of the Army, whom 
they always led on to Action, and cover'd them in 
their Retreat. The old Poet Cormac Mac Cuillenan 


gives an expreſs Account of the Bravery of this Tribe 
in the Lines following. : 


The martial Clan of the Dalgais appear 


In Front, and make the foremoſt Ranks, expoſed - 
To the firſt Fury of the Enemy. 5 

And when the military Inſtruments 

Sound a Retreat, they laſt forſake the Field Is. 
And cover all the Rear : Theſe martial Chiefs, 

Strangers to Fear and Flight, with Victory 

Were ever crouwn'd, their all-ſubduing Arms 

With neverfailing Force their Javelins threw, 

And ſcatter'd certain Death. 


Hugh Fionliath the, Monarch of Ireland, died without 
Violence at Drum Jonaſglan in Crioch Connill, and the 
pious Tighernach the Son of Muireadhaidh, Biſhop of 
the ſame Drum Jonaſglan was about the ſame Time 
tranſlated to a better Life. 

4. D. 13, Hlan Hionmna was the ſucceeding King; He was the 
Son of Maolſcachlin, Son of Maolruadhna, deſcended 
from the royal Line of Heremon, and govern'd the 
Kingdom thirty eight Years. The Mother of this 
Prince was Lan the 8 of Dungoil, Son of Fear- 

nog emer] King of Offery. This [rib King met with many 

do sul oo Diſturbances in his Reign; for he was no ſooner fix'd 

53" "1" ;n the Throne but he found it neceſſary to raiſe an Army 
and invade the Province of Munſter ; this Attempt was 
ſucceſsfully proſecuted, for the Provincial Troops were 
unable to oppoſe him, ſo that the whole Country lay 
expoſed to the Fury of the royal Army, who 
miſerably diſtreſs'd the Inhabitants, and carried them a- 
way after they were cruelly plunder'd, into a wretched 
Captivity. In the Reign of this Prince Daniel the Son 
of Mureageim, was treacherouſly ſlain by his own Fol- 
lowers, and Fiachna the Son of Anbroub, the Son of 
High Roin, who had govern'd the Province of Her 
the Space of one Year, left the World. Daniel Mac 
Aliisgein was infidiouſly ſet upon by his pretended Ar 
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and murder'd, and about the ſame Time died Donnogh SY 
Magh Dubhoaboirmm King of Munſter. 

The Danes ſtill carried on their Hoſtilities, and be- 
hav'd more like Robbers than Enemies, for they plun- 
der'd Cluam Joraird, and Kildare ſuffer'd the ſame De- ene do Au- 
vaſtations. The celebrated Fair of Tailton was pro- * 
claimed about this Time by the King of /reland, which A 
was no ſooner ended, but Maolguala, who had govern'd 
the Province of Munſter ſeven Years, departed the pre- 
ſent Life. The Normans were now in Poſſeſſion of ſome 
Part of the Iſland, and theſe Foreigners fell upon S 
Mac Jobhair and flew him. Adbet the King of Ulſter 
was inhumanly murder'd by his own Subjects, which oc- 
caſionꝰd ſuch Diſturbances in the Province, that the 
Danes took the Advantage of their civil Diſcords, and 
ſuch of them as lived at Loch Frabhail, enter d Md 
mach and plunder'd the Country. In this Expedition 
they ſurpriſed Cumaſgach, the King of Ulſter, and 
his Son Hugh Mac Cumaſgach, and made them both 
Priſoners. About this Time died Daniel, a Prince 
of great Hopes, the Son of Conſtantine King of Hcot— 
land. Jos ; 

Cormac Mac Cuillenan had now fixed himſelf in the 


Government of Munſter, and reigned in that Province 

with great Condu& and Moderation for ſeven Years. 
During the Reign of this Prince, the Kingdom of [re- 

land enjoy'd a ſettled Peace and Tranquillity ; the Iſland 
began to recover Breath, after the Calamities of inteſ- 

tine Wars and foreign Invaſions. The Lands were 
manur' d and cultivated, and afforded plentiful Crops ; 

and ſo remarkable was the Happineſs of the Iſland at 

this Time, that not a Shepherd or Herdſman was want- eo, nat +» 
ing through the whole Country, The Churches and?! «* em 
Abbies and religious Houſes began to be repair'd and vv. 
new built, for tele Structures were reduced to Ruins 

by the ſacrilegious Danes, who ravag'd without Diſtinc- 

tion of Places, ſo that nothing however Solemn or Sa- 

cred could eſcape their Fury. Learning now revived, 

and many. free Schools and Academies were erected 

for the Education of Youth, in Arts and in the liberal 
Sciences. Their former Miſeries were forgotten by the 
Inhabitants, and a new Scene appear'd and open'd a 
delightful Proſpe& of Peace, Happineſs and Proſpe— 

tify. Wine | 
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nacht, and for that Purpoſe he ſent to them to deſire 
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Such was the flouriſhing State of that Kingdom when 
Cormac Mac Cuillenan wore the Crown of Munſter, that 
the Conteſts and Animoſities between the petty Princes 
were happily concluded; inſomuch that the Danes, fear- 
ing the Effects of this Reconciliation, deſiſted from their 
uſual Hoſtilities ; and tho? the Deſire of Plunder remain- 
ed, and nothing of their ſavage Diſpoſition abated, yet 
they apprehended their Lives were in continual Danger 
from the Natives, who by their common Union and 
Friendſhip were able to drive them out of the King- 
dom, and therefore a great Number of theſe Foreigners 
retired to their Ships of their own Accord, and bid adieu 
to the liland. 

Cormac, the King of Munſter, propoſed in one Year 
of his Reign to celebrate the Feſtival of Eaſter with 


great State and Magnificence at Caſhel; and a ſhort 


Time before the Holidays he ſent a Meſſenger to the 
Country called Eoganacht that lay near Caſhel, to de- 


mand of the Inhabitants a Quantity of Proviſion pro- 


portionate to his royal Table and the Number of his 
Retinue, that would be ſufficient for himſelf and his 


Attendants during his Stay at that Place. But the 


Meſſenger was diſmiſſed with a Refmſal ; and an Account 
of this rude Denial being brought to the generous 
Tribe of the Dazlgars, they prepared with all poſſible 
Speed what Proviſions were neceſſary for the King 
of Munſter, and ſupplied his Wants. This Relief was 


very ſeaſonable, and was received by Cormac, with the 


moſt grateful Acknowledgments. The King reſolved 
once more to try the Spirit of the People of Eoga- 


they would aſſiſt him with ſome of their beſt Arms and 
Horſes; for to beſtow upon all Strangers as would ar- 
rive at his Court according to their Deſerts and Merits: 


And the Meſlenger. was to notifie, that his Maſter did 


not doubt of their Compliance, ſince they were ſenſible of 
the Obligations they lay under, and had not yet paid 
him the uſual Compliments, nor convinc'd him of their 
good Aﬀections by one ſingle Teſtimony of their Re- 
ſpect. The Inhabitants of Eoganacht did not abſolute- 
ly refuſe to anſwer his Demand, but their Manner of 
complying was a notorious Affront upon the King; 
for they muſter'd together all their old batter'd Arms, 
and pickt out the moſt uſeleſs and diſabled Horſes they 


could 
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could find, and ſent them to Caſhel to the Court f= 


Cormac. The Clan of the Dailgais were ſoon acquaint- 
ed with this inſolent Behaviour, and choſe a Number 
of ſtrong able Horſes with a ſuitable Equipage and Fur- 
niture, and preſented them to the King; the beſt of 
their Arms likewiſe and a Collection of valuable Jew- 
els, were generouſly offered to his Acceptance. Cor- 
mac received their Favours with fincere Expreſſions of 
Gratitude, and upon the Occaſion compoſed the follow- 
ing Lines; for he was a Prince of great Learning, but 
his Genius chiefly inclined to Poetry. 


May Heaven protect the moſt illuſtrious Tribe 
/ Dailgais, and convey its choiceſt Bleſſings 

On their Poſterity. This renowned Clan, 

Tho meek and merciful as are the Saints, 

Tet are of Courage not to be ſubdu d. 

Long may they live in Glory and Renown, 

And raiſe a Stock of Heroes for the World. 


The authentick Records of [reland expreſſly aſſert, 
that from the Reign of Aongus, the Son of Nazdfranich, 
who was King of Munſter, to the Time of Matthew, 
the Son of Kennedy, who likewiſe governed that Pro- 
vince, there had reigned forty four Princes lineally de- 
ſcended from Eogan More, the Son of Oilioll Ollum; 
and during this Space of Time it is obſerved, that the 
Tribe of Dailgais had the Poſſeſſion of no more Lands 
than the Kingdom of Thummond; but after the Deceaſe 
of Cormac Mac Cullenan, the Succeſſion to the Crown 
of Munſter devolved upon Lorcan, who was of the 
Line of Dailgais, and governed that Province till 
his Death. The Country of Thummond had a King 
of its own, and conſiſted of all the Lands from S$/;ghe 
Dala, known otherwiſe by the Name of Beallach More Ofje- 
ry, to Leim Congeulann in the Welt of CorcaBay/ain. This 
Tribe of the Dailgais always took up Arms in Defence 
of the Kings of Caſhel againſt the Provincial Troops 
of Leinſter, and the Army of Leath Cuinn. This Ac- 
count we find recorded in a Poem compoſed by O Du- 
gan, who has related the Particulars in the Verſes fol- 
lowing. 
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* 
The Dailgaiſian Troops with Glory fer d, 


Fought for the Honour of the Kings of Caſhel, 
And carried into other Provinces 
The Terror of their Arms. 


dala tor Cormac Mac Cuillenan governed the Province of Mun— 
mae Has fler for the Space of ſeven Years, and acquired the Cha- 
uvillenan 


ayro . racter of a learned and juſt Prince. Fortune favoured 
him in all his Attempts, his Enemies dreaded his 
Power, and his Subjects almoſt adored him for his 
Virtues. And his Reign might have continued for 
many Years longer, attended with the ſame Glory and 
Proſperity, had he not been miſled and overruled by 
the Advice of his Counſellors, who put him upon de- 
ſtructive Meaſures, which robb'd him of his Life and 
Crown. The principal Nobility and Gentry of his 
Province urg'd him forward to invade the Territories of 
Leinſter, and demand a Tribute or Chief-rent from the 
Inhabitants; and if they refuſed to pay their Acknow- 
ledgments of Subjection, they . him to uſe 
Violence, and immediately enter into Hoſtilities. This 
Enterpriſe was not agreeable to the King, but upon 
the Advice of his Council, and particularly of Flaherty 
Mac Joumumeim, the Abbot of Inis Catha, and of the 
Blood Royal, who inſiſted, that the King had a juſt 
Demand upon the Province as it was a Part of Leath 
Modha, he raiſed a numerous Army, conſiſting of the 
Flower of his Provincial Troops, and prepared for 
the Undertaking. His Forces rendezvous'd at a Place 
appointed, and the Gentry of Munſter were reſolved to 
proſecute the Right of their King with their Lives 
and Fortunes; for they ſuppoſed he had a juſt Title to 
this Tribute upon the Account of the Diviſion that 
was formerly made between Modha Nuagatt and Con. 
But the King of Muſter oppoſed this Expedition, and 
would have diſbanded his Troops; for he was endow- 
ed with a prophetick Spirit, and foreknew that the At- 
tempt would be attended with an unfortunate Iflue, 
and he ſhould loſe his Life in the Action. Under theſe 
Apprehenſions he delayed his March, till overcome by 
the Importunity of his Friends, he advanced towards 
the Borders of Leſter; but before he had entred that 
Province, he determined to make his laſt Will and Te- 
ſtament, being ſenſible he ſhould never return; and 
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having prepared himſelf by Devotion for that ſolemn "Y V 
Act, he left conſiderable Legacies to Uſes of Charity, 
and particularly expreſſed his Bounty to the principal 
Abbies and religious Houſes throughout the Kingdom : 
He left an Ounce of Gold and an Ounce of Silver, a 
Horſe and Arms to Drurmabbradh, now known by the 
Name of Ard Fionam. A golden and filver Chalice 
and a Veſtment of Silk he beſtowed upon Ly/more; a 
golden and filver Chalice, four Ounces of Gold and 
hve of Silver he bequeathed to Caſhel; he gave to 
Imleach Jubharr three Ounces of Gold and a Maſs Book; 


this Place at preſent is called /mly. To Gleanda Loch he 


demiſed an Ounce of Gold and another of Silver; a Horſe 
and Arms with an Ounce of Gold and a ſilk Veſtment 
he bequeathed to Kildare; twenty four Ounces of Gold 
and Silver he left to Ardmach; three Ounces of Gold 
he gave to Inis Catha; three Ounces of Gold and a 
filk Veſtment with his royal Benediction he beſtowed 
upon the Succeſſor of Mungairid, with ſeveral other 
noble and charitable Benefactions. 

This excellent Prince being poetically inclined, com- 
poſed his laſt Will and Teſtament in Verſe; which 
may not improperly be thus tranſlated, 


Summon'd away by Death, which I perceive 1 2 
Approaches; for by my prophetick Skill, _ 4 185 
I find that ſhort will be my Life and Reign: JE. 
T ſolemnly appoint that my Affairs 
Shall thus be ſettled after I am dead, 
And this ] conſtitute my lateſt Will. 
My golden Veſtment for moſt ſacred Uſe 
Ordain d, and for the Service of my God, 
T give to the religious St, Shanon 
Of Inis Catha, a moſt holy Man 
Ay Clock, which gave me Notice of the Time, 
' And waru'd me when to offer my Devotion. 
J leave, nor is my Will to be revok'd, 
To Conuill of Feargus, @ true Friend, 
And Follower of my Fortune good or bad. 
My royal Robe embroidered oer with Gold, 
And ſparkling with the Rays of coſtly Fewels, 
Well ſuited to a State of Majeſty, 
1 do bequeath to Roſcre to be kept 
By Cronane with the ſtricteſt Care; my Armour 


And 
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CLAYS And Coat of Mail of bright and poliſhed Steel 
Will well become the martial King of Ulſter, 
To whom I give it; and my golden Cham 
Shall the moſt 775 Muchuda enjoy, 
As a Reward for all his worthy Labours ; 


My royal Wardrobe I reſolve to give 

To Mac Gleinin at Cluain by Colman ; 

My Pſalter which preſerves the ancient Records 
And Monuments of this my native Country, 

IWhich are tranſcrib'd with great Fidelity, 

leave to Ronal Caſhel 20 be preſerv'd 

To after Times and Ages yet to come. 

My Soul for Mercy I commit to Heaven, 

My Body leave to Duſt and Rottenneſs. 

May God his choiceſt Store of Bleſſings ſend, 

Upon the Poor, and propagate the Faith 

Of Chriſt throughout the World. 


This Cormac, King of Muſter, gives in his Writings 
an exact Account of the Convent of Mungairide, as ap- 
pears expreſſly in that Part of his poetical Compoſition 
which begins with theſe Words, A ghille, Ceangaill ar 
: Loin, where he expreſſly mentions the Number of Monks 
ö that were Members of the ſix Churches that ſtood in 

do hon that Place. There were five hundred, who were Men 

clewe ) of approved Learning, and were appointed to attend 

| N the Office of preaching, ſix hundred Preſbyters ſerved 
in the Choir, and four hundred ancient Men of exem- 

plary Piety ſpent their whole Time in Prayers and Con- 

templation. 

But to return to the Deſign of Cormac upon the Pro- 

vince of Leinſter. When he had concerted Meaſures 

and had made neceſſary Preparations for this Expedition, 

, | he thought it not ſufficient ro make his Will and ſertle 
| his private Affairs; but it was his Duty, he ſuppoſed, to 
provide for his People, and regulate the Point of Suc- 
ceſſion before his Deceaſe; for this Purpoſe he diſpatch- 
ed a Meſſenger to Lorcan, the Son of Lachtna, King 
of Thummond, to defire the Favour of a Viſit from him 
in his Camp before he paſsd the Frontiers and entred 
upon Action. This neighbouring Prince came upon the 
Meſſage, and was received by Cormac with great Ten- 


derneſs and Affection. Soon after his Arrival the a 
King of Munſter called a Council of the principal No- 
bility and Gentry and commanding Officers, and leadin 
his royal Gueſt by the Hand into the Aſſembly, he 


+ | told 
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told them that he apprehended the Expedition he had 


undertaken would be fatal to himſelf, and therefore to 
prevent all Tumults, and defeat the Pretenſions of con- 
tending Factions, he thought himſelf obliged to ſettle 
the Succeſſion before his Deceaſe, and for that Purpoſe he 
declared before the Nobility of $7o/ Eogaim, who were 
chiefly, concern'd that he demiſed the Crown of Man- 
fter to Lorcan, the King of Thumond, whoſe indiſput- 
able Right it was, and perſuaded them to ratify his No- 
mination, and accept him for their King. He did not 
think proper to bind this Convention by Oath not to 
withdraw their Allegiance from the King of Thumond, 
which was the Reaſon, it is ſuppoſed, that after the 
Death of Cormac, his Deſignation was rejected by the 
Nobility and Gentry, who by Election placed another 
Prince upon the Throne of Munſter; tho? it is evident 
that Lorcan, the King of Thumoad, was the apparent 
Succeflor in the Goverriment of that Province, in Con- 
formity to the laſt Will and Teſtament of Oiliall Olum, 
who ordained that the Crown of Munſter ſhould de- 
ſcend alternately to the Poſterity of Fiacha Muilleathan 
and the royal Family of Cormac Cas. 

The Provincial Troops of Munſter being aſſembled, 
Cormac, attended by Flathbhertach Jonmuinein, the Abbor 
of Inis Catha, who was the principal Promoter of this 
War, advanced at the Head of the Army toward the 
Borders of Leinſter; but before he had paſs'd the Bounda- 
ries, the King of Munſter ſent an Herald to the King of 
Leinſter to — an yearly Tribute as a Teſtimony 
of Subjection, which he inſiſted upon as his Right, as 
that Province was a Part of Leath Modha: If the King 
of Leinſter was not prepared to anſwer this Chiefrent 
in ready Money, the Meſſenger was to require Hoſtages 
for the Security of the Payment, and upon Refuſal to 
denounce War. The King of Munſter halted in Ex- 
pectation of the Return of the Herald, and in that In- 


terval an unfortunate Accident hapned that was like to d 71245 


be of fatal Conſequence to the Army of Munſter; for 
Flathbhertach Mac Jonmumem, the Abbot of Inis Catha, 
who tho' in Orders was a Perſon of Courage and war- 
like Diſpoſition, mounted his Horſe with a Deſign to 
ride thro* the Ranks and take a View of the Camp; 
but the Horſe being frighted, fell into a deep Ditch 
with the Rider upon the Back of him, which was un- 
derſtood by the Soldiers: to be an unfortunate Omen, 
and filled their Minds with ſuch Impreſſions of Fear, 
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that many of them deſpairing of Succeſs, reſolved not 
to wait for the Event, but withdrew from the Camp 
and returned home. | 
The Herald returned to the King of Munſter, and 
brought with him Ambaſſadors, who were commiſſion- 
_ ed by Carrol, the Son of Muiregein, and the Nobility of 
| Leinſter to propoſe a Treaty and Ceſſation of Arms till 
| it took Effect: They were to inſiſt that Hoſtilities ſhould 


ceaſe on both Sides, and that the Country ſhould be- 


| freed from the Apprehenſions of War till the Month 
| of May following. And to induce the King of Munſter 
to attend to theſe Conditions and accept them, they 
brought with them a large Sum of Money, and a 
Quantity of choice Jewels and other Preſents of Value 
to offer him and ſoften him into Compliance. This 


to convince the King of Munster that the King of 
k | Leinſter was ſincerely inclined to Peace, he order'd his 
i Ambaſſadors to promiſe that Hoſtages ſhould be depoſed 
in the Hands of the Abbot of Diſeart Diarmuda till Matters 
were brought to a Concluſion. Nor did the King of Lein- 
ſter forget to ſend a noble Preſent to Flathbhertach, 
being ſenſible what Intereſt he had with the King of 
Munſter, who would enter into any Meaſures upon his 
| ; Recommendation. But this Abbot, who ought to have 
| been the Miniſter of Peace, was the great Incendiary, 
and was not to be mollihed into other Sentiments. 
For when the Ambaſladors of Leinfler were admit- 
ted to Audience and had made Propoſals, notwithſtanding 
the King of Munſter, who dreaded the Conſequences 
of the War, was diſpoſed to accept of the Conditions 
and to prevent Bloodſhed, and with great Condeſcention 
| deſired the Concurrence of Flathbhertach in his Opinion, 
9 yet the paſſionate and implacable Abbot could not be 
brought into any pacific Meaſures, but reſolv'd to puſh 
on the War at all Hazards, and proceeded fo far in his 
Reſentments againſt the Ambaſſadors, that he inſolently 
azmuyen Upbraided the King of Munſter with Cowardiſe, and 
do cormae told him to his Face that the Paleneſs of his Complex- 
il wi jon evidently betray'd his Want of Courage; and many 
other aggravating Expreſhons he uſed reflecting upon 


the Conduct and the perſonal Bravery of the King. 


But Cormac thought fit to overlook the Affront, and re- 
plied mildly with great Sedateneſs, that his Averſion 
to the War was not the Effect of Fear, but proceeded 
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Treaty began about a Fortnight in Harveſt Time, and 
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from the Senſe he had of the Conſequences that would YV 


inevitably attend the Expedition, which he was con- 

vinc'd would be fatal to his own Life; for, ſays he, I am 

aſſured that I ſhall not ſurvive the firſt Battel ; and per- 

haps your Raſhneſs and Precipitancy will likewiſe prove 
our Deſtruction. Tp | 

After this Converſation with the Abbot, the King re- 
tired to his Tent, with very diſconſolate and melan- 
choly Impreſſions upon his Mind, and admiting none 
but his prime Favourites into his Preſence, they per- 
ſuaded him not to oppreſs himſelf with Grief, but to 
ſupport his Spirits, and refreſh himſelf with what the 
Circumſtances of the Place would afford. Accordingly 
a Baſket of Apples were brought before him which he 
diſtributed among thoſe that were preſent, but with 
this afflicting Prediction, that his Death was at no great 
Diſtance, and that he ſhould not have an Opportunity of 
dividing his Favours of this Kind among them mote. The 
Company ſurpriſed and dejected at this Expreſſion of the 
King, were overcome with Sorrow, and dreaded the E- 
vent of the War; for they were ſenſible that Cormac had 
an inſight into Futurity, particularly, when himſelf was 
immediately concern'd; and that no unfortunate Ac- 
cident happen'd to him through his whole Life, but 
what he particularly foretold before it fell out, though 
it was not in his Power to prevent it. 

Cormac order'd every one out of his Preſence, and 
reſolv'd to ſpend what Time he had to ſpare from pub- 
lick Affairs in Piety and Exerciſes of Devotion; and 
the better to prepare himſelf for his Diſſolution, which 
he foreſaw approaching, he ſent for his Confeſſor, whoſe 
Name was Combgoll, a Perſon of great Judgment and 
exemplary Holineſs, with a Deſign to confeſs his Sins 


and receive the Abſolution of the Church. He likewiſe,, h co. 
made ſome Alterations in his Will, and particularly ad- mae dermre- 
ded a Codicil that related to his Funeral and the Place * % 


8 p Bad yan 
of his Interment. But though he was certain that heceat. 


ſhould be ſlain in the Engagement with the King of 
Leinſter, yet he had that Regard for the Happineſs of 
his People, that he commanded thoſe to whom he had 
communicated the Secret, not to divulge it among the 
Army; leſt the Soldiers ſhould be intimidated ; for he de- 
ſign'd to fell his Life at a dear Rate, and if poſſible to 
ſecure a Victory to his Subjects. His Body he order'd 


to be buried at C luain Umba, if it could be recover'd 


from 
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WYV from the Enemy, or if that could not be obtain'd, he 
would be inter'd at Diſeart Diarmuda, for which Place he 
had a great Reſpect, becauſe there he reſided for ſome 
Years in his Youth and received his Education : But 
Cluain Umha he deſign'd for the Repoſitory of his Bones 
if his People could convey him thither, becauſe Mac 
Leimbnin was buried there. Yet this Part of the King's 
Will was diſagreeable to a holy and religious Perſon, 
whoſe Name was Maonach, who had a particular Venera- 

; tion for Diſeart Diarmuda, and endeavour'd to honour 

| it with the Interment of the King's Body, becauſe there 
was a Convent of Monks under the Government of Comb- 
goll, and Maonach likewiſe exerciſed ſome Share of Au- 
thority in the Monaſtery, being the Confeſſor of Comb- 
goll at this Time. 

This Maonach was a Perſon of diſtinguiſh'd Piety, and 
of a merciful and compaſſionate Diſpoſition, that in- 
clin'd him to Peace, and prevent the ſhedding of Chriſtian 
Blood; and therefore he uſed all poſſible Endeavours to 
heal the Breach, and prevail with the King of Munſter 
to deſiſt from the Proſecution of the War, and accept 
of the Conditions offer'd by the Nobility of Leinſter; 
and as an Argument to difluade the King from this Ex- 

e£41gro0a pedition, he aſſured him that Hann the Son of Maolſe- 

bean © achlin, King of Ireland, was followed by a Number of 
og Au- 

iy. brave Troops, and was now at the royal Palace of 
Leinſter, with a Deſign to defend and vindicate the 
Cauſe of that Province; and therefore it would be Pru- 
dence and Policy to admit of the honourable Terms 
propoſed, to receive the Hoſtages as Preliminaries of a 
Treaty, and not to enter upon Hoſtilities on either Side 
rather than to perſiſt and refer the Matter to the De- 
ciſion of the Sword and the uncertain Iflue of a Bat- 
tel. This Repreſentation was well receiv'd by the Kin 
and many of his Momonian Forces, and had that Effect 
upon ſome of the Soldiery, who dreaded the united 

Power of the King of Vreland and the People of Lein- 

ſter, that they left the Camp out of Fear and Diſcon- 
tent, and return'd home. Thoſe who remain'd declar- 
ed in favour of a Peace, and thought the Terms that 

were offer'd ought not to be denied, eſpecially 9 

the Quality of the Hoſtages, who were Perſons of no leſs 

a Rank than two young Princes, the Son of the Kin 

of Leinſter, and a Son of the King of Ofery: And to 

ſhew with what Unwillingneſs the Army followed the 


King 
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King in this Undertaking, they murmured in a mu 
tinous Manner againſt Fail hertach Mac Joumumein, and ęiadebn- 
charged him with being the Fomenter of the Differ- 74 me 
ence between the two Provinces, and exclaimed againſt er 
him as the Author of all the Miſeries that might be the F nuvan. 
Conſequences of the War. 

But the Abbot of Inis Catha had that commanding 

Influence over the King's Counſels, that he determin'd to 
proſecute the War with Vigor, and accordingly gave Or- 
ders tothe Army to march. He directed his Courſe Eaſt- 
wards to Mount Mainge, and came to the Bridge of 
Leiihglin, call'd otherwiſe by the Name of Logh/i7., The 
Baggage and the ſpare Horſes of the Army were ſent 
before, and Tiobruide the religious Succeſſor of Avilbhe 
with a Number of Clergy halted at this Bridge, till the 
King with his Momonzans arriv'd and join'd them. From 
hence the Army advanc'd with Trumpets founding and 
Colours flying, and came to a Place call'd Magh Aube, 
where he mark'd out a Camp and fortified himſelf 
by the Side of a Wood expecting the Enemy. Here 
he drewup his Men in Order of Battel, and divided them 
into three Parts under three ſeveral Commanders. The 
Abbot Hathbhertach Mac Jonmunem and the King of 
Oſſery commanded the firſt Battalion, Cormac Mac Cuil- 
lenain commanded the ſecond, and the third was un- 
der the Conduct of an experienc'd General Cormac Mac 
Mothly King of the Deiſies. The Battel was agreed 
to be fought in the Plains of Magh Aibhe, where the 
Army of Munſten ſtood prepared to receive the Enemy; 
But their Courage began to fail them before the En- 
gagement; for they were terrified with the Account they 
heard of the Numbers they were to fight with, which 
as ſome Authors aſſert had at leaſt the Advantage of five 
to one, and conſiſted of the choiceſt and beſt diſci- 
plin'd Troops in the whole Kingdom. 

The Lagonians or the Army of Leinſter advanc'd with 
Aſſurance of Victory, and began the Fight; they relied 
upon their Numbers and their perſonal Bravery, and 
fell on with ſo irreſiſtible Fury, that the Forces of Mun- 
ſter could not ſtand the firſt Charge, or reſiſt the Im- coat 
preſſion of the Enemy, but fled out of the Field, which a eat 5» 
vas cover'd with dead Bodies; for the Defeat was attend- 5. 7? 

ed with a dreadful Slaughter, and infinite Numbers were 
kill'd in the Perſuit. This general Rout was in a great 
 Meafure owing to two unfortunate Accidents in the be- 
ginning of the Battel; the one was a treacherous and 
54 cowardly 
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cowardly Action of Ceilliochair, the Brother of Ceangea- 
gan, a former King of Muſter, who being on Horſe- back 
rode through the Momonian Ranks, and being averſe from 
the beginning to the Proſecution of this War, he ad- 
dreſs'd himſelf aloud to the Soldiers and perſuaded them 
to ſave themſelves by Flight, for they were certain to be 
all cut to Pieces; and fixing the Odium of this Under- 
taking upon the Raſhneſs of the Abbot of Iuis Catba, 
he adviſed them to ſecure their own Lives and 
leave the Prieſt and his Clergy, who occaſioned the 
War to ſtand to the Iſſue of it, and fight it out by them- 
ſelves. After his Harangue he clapt Spurs to his Horſe 
and gallop'd out of the Field, and the Soldiers were ſo 
diſpirited with what he had offer'd, that they threw 
down their Arms and at the firſt Charge quitted their 
Poſts and ſhifted for themſelves. The * po Misfor- 
tune that occaſion'd the Defeat was the Cowardice of 
Ceallach Mac Carrol, who had a principal Command 
in the Army of Muxſter ; this Officer amazed and ſhock'd 
at the dreadful Slaughter of his Men, rode out of the 
Field with full Speed and order'd his Men to provide 
for themſelves, and follow his Example before it was 
too late, and the Enemy prevented their Retreat. The 
complied with his Advice, and inſtantly fled, which ſo 
diſcourag'd the reſt of the Army that the Defeat be- 
came univerſal, and more were {lain in the Perſuit than 
fell in the Engagement, which was but of a ſhort Con- 
tinuance ; for the Momonian Troops were not able to 
ſtand againſt the firſt Impreſſion of the Enemy, fo that 
the Bloodſhed was dreadful, and the Officers and the 
Clergy were cut off in great Numbers without Quar- 
ter or Diſtinction ; and if any Perſon of Rank eſcap'd 
after the firſt Fury of the Soldiers was abated, he was 
ſaved, not from a Principle of Humanity and Compaſ- 
ſion, but for the ſake of a large Sum of Money ex- 
pected for his Ranſom. 

Cormac Mac Cuillenan, though convinc'd of the Cer- 
tainty of his Death, behav'd with ſignal Bravery at 
the Head of his Troops, and expoſed himſelf not out 
of Deſpair, but from a Principle of true Courage in the 
Front of the Battel; but in the Diſorder of the Fight 
his Horſe fell into a Pit, and flung him with great Vio- 
lence upon the Ground. He was much bruiſed with 
the Fall, and being unable to riſe, it was his Fortune 
to be ſeen by ſome of his own Troops, who were pre- 

I cipitantly 
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cipitantly flying out of the Field, and remounted him 
upon a freſh Horſe with ſome Difficulty and left him to 
provide for his Life. The King by chance eſpied one 
of his Favourites, whom he much eſteem'd for his Learn- 
ing and other Accompliſhments, making towards him, 
and underſtanding by him, that his Army was broken in 
Peices, and the Slaughter of his Troops almoſt incredi- 
ble, kelaid his Commands upon this loyal Perſon whoſe 
Name was ugh, and who promiſed never to abandon e ;,,n,c 
him, but be a Sharer with him in all his Misfortunes, anro 5. 
to take care of his own Safety, and not to venture him- 
ſelf in his Company, which would be his inevitable 
Deſtruction; for his Enemy's, he was ſenſible, would give 
no Quarter, and he had but a few Moments to live. 
It was with great Regret that his Orders were obey'd 
by this Gentleman, who no ſooner left the King but 
his Horſe attempting to climb a ſteep Aſcent, that was 
exceeding ſlippery with the Blood of the Slain, made 
a falſe Step and tumbled with the Rider down the Hill, 
and by that Accident broke the King's Neck and his 
Back-bone, ſo that he died upon the Spot. Thus was 
his Prediction accompliſh'id, and he did not ſurvive 
the Action of the Day; but his Body being found a- 
mong the dead by ſome Soldiers of the Enemy, they 
had no regard to the Dignity of his Perſon ; but inhu- 
manly mangled him, and thruſt him through with their 
Lances and then cut off his Head, which they carried 
away with them in Triumph. This unfortunate Prince, 
if Providence had thought fit, ſeem'd to have deſerv'd 
a better Fate; for he was a Perſon of an exemplary Life 
and conſummate Piety, as may be concluded by his 
Behaviour in the laſt Moment of his Life, which ended 
with this devout Ejaculation ; /zto thy Hands, O God, I 
commit my Spirit. | 

Hanmer the Hiſtorian in his Chronicle attempts to 
impoſe upon the World with a Falſhood ; for he aſſerts 
that Cormac Mac Cullenan and Carrol the King of Lein— 
fler were kill'd in an Engagement with the Dames in 
the Year of our Redemption nine hundred and five; but 
this Writer has notoriouſly miſtaken the Fact, for Cor- 
mac neither loſt his Life in that Manner, nor were the 
Danes any way concern'd in that Action; but the Battel 
was fought, and the Victory obtained by Flann Fiona Mo- 
narch of /re/and, who aſſiſted the Forces of Leinſter, as 
appears expreſſiy by the Hiſtory known by the . 
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of Beallach Mugna, which relates that Cormac Mac Cuil- 
N /enan fought bravely among the thickeſt of the Enemy 
ce: arro and loſt his Life by a Fall from his Horſe, and gives 
Leg a particular Account of the principal Perſons on och 
Sides that fell in the Action of that Day: Among the 
Slain were Ceallach Mac Carrol the valiant King of Mer) 
and his Son, who was a Prince of promiſing Hopes; 
many of the Nobility of /reland loſt their Lives, and 
Numbers of ſuperior Officers and eminent Clergy pe- 
riſh'd. Fogartach Mac Subbne King of Kerry, Oilioll 
Mac Fogam a Gentleman of diſtinguiſh'd Learning and 
of an unblemiſh'd Reputation, and Colmar the religious 
ccm vo- Abbot of Crmerty left their Bodies among the Dead. 
pan afte This Holy Perſon was Lord chief Juſtice of [reland, 
29 1% and fat upon the Bench and adminiſtred the Laws with 
great Honour to himſelf and Advantage to his Country. 
It is impoſſible to relate the particular Names of all, 
who fell in this Battel, but theſe following Perſonages 
are tranſmitted to us, Cormac King of Deiſſies, Dubha- 
gan King of Fearmuigb, Ceannfaola King of Job Con- 
nell, Aidhin the King of Aabne, who was an Exile in 
the Province of Munſter, Hugh King of O Liathan, 
Daniel King of Dun Cearmna, Conua Hadair of Am- 
eiſlis in Uidirreadh Maolmuadb, Madagan Dubhdabhur- 
r10an, Connal Fearadhach, and many others, who are not 
deliver'd to the Notice of Poſterity. The moſt emi- 
nent Commanders in the Army of the King of /reland 
and of the Provincial Troops, to whoſe Courage was 
owing the Slaughter and the Defeat of the Momonians 
were Flaun Fiona Monarch of Ireland, Carrol Mac Mu- 
 reagem King of Leinſter, Teige Mac Faolain King of 
Junſcaloch Termemean King of Deagadh, Ceallach and 
Lorcam the two Kings of Guntal, Iuneirge the Son of 
Dubhgiolla, the King of O Drona Fallombar, the Son 
of O:liolla King of Fothartafea, Tuathal the Son of Ughorre 
King of O Muireadbaig, Odbran Mac Kinnedy King of 
L.eix, Maolcalaun Son of Fearghoile, King of Fortuath 
and Clerrcin King of O Bairce, and many other Princes 
and noble Perſonages, who diſtinguiſh'd themſelves in 
the Action of that Day, 

Flanuſionna the King of Ireland, when he had refreſh'd 
his Troops after this Victory march'd into Ofſery, at- 
rended with a numerous and princely Retinue, to place 
Diarmuid Mac Carroll upon the Throne of that petty 
Kingdom, which became vacant by the Deceaſe of Ce- 
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Battel above mentioned, and was a tributary Prince to 
Cormac Mac Cuillenain, the King of Munſter, and of 
Leath Modha. Here the [ri/h Soldiers came to the 
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allach Mac Carroll his Brother, who was lain in the 


King with the Head of Cormac in their Hands, and eo teas 
laid it at his Feet, expecting a great Reward for the“. 


Service they had done. But Haunſionna was a generous 
Enemy, and inſtead of applauding and giving them a 
Gratuity for the Action, he upbraided them with Cruel- 
ty and Inhumanity for violating the Law of Nati- 
ons, which forbids the mangling and ſtabbing of the Dead, 
and commanded them from fis Preſence as barbarous 
Ruffains, who had no more Veneration for the Dignity 
and Majeſty of a King than for a common Enemy. 
The Head was left, and the King of Ireland, with Diffi- 
culty refraining from Tears, took it up in his Hand and 
kiſs'd it, lamenting the Inſtability of human Greatneſs, 
and the untimely Fate of ſo religious a Prince and ve- 
nerable a Prelate. He then gave ſtrict Orders for the 


Body to be ſearch'd after, and when found to be interr'd 


as his Will appointed. Maonach the Confeſſor of Comb- 
goll had the royal Reliques committed to his Care, who 
removed them with great Solemnity to Diſeart Diar- 
 muda, where they were intet'd as became his Cha- 
racter. | 

The King of Ireland having fixed without Oppoſiti- 
on Diarmnid Mac Carroll in the Throne of Offers, af- 
ter he had been proclaim'd and crown'd with the uſual 
Ceremonies, and teconciled fome ſmall Diſputes that 
_ aroſe between that Prince and his Brothers, return'd with 


his Army to his own royal Palace. He received the 


moſt grateful Acknowledgments from the King of 
Leinſter, for his Aſſiſtance in the War, who likewiſe 
return'd with his Forces into his own Province, loaden 
with Spoils, and followed by a Number of Priſoners of 
the firſt Quality. om | mee | 
| Carrol the Son of Mutreagein King of Leinſter, di- 
rected his March towards Kildare, where he arrived with 
many Priſoners of Note of the Momonians, and among 


the reft, the Atithor of this Raſh and unneceſſary War 


Flathbhertach Mat Jonnminein, the Abbot of Inis Catha, 
was led in Triumph amotig the Captives. The Clergy 
of Leinfler were ſo inrag'd at the Conduct of this hot- headed 
Prieſt, that they upbraided him with being the Fomen- 
ter of the Diviſions between the two Provinces, and the 
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proſecuted their Reſentments with that Violence, that 
the unfortunate Abbot was cloſely impriſon'd and ſe- 
verely uſed ſo long as Carroll the 85 of Leinſter lived; 
after whoſe Deceaſe he was diſcharg'd and obtained his 
Liberty. | 

About a Year after the Deceaſe of this Provincial 
Prince, Muirionn the pious Abbeſs of St. Bridget was 
ſo concern'd about the Safety of this Abbot, that tho? 
he was releaſed from his Impriſonment and received 


his Pardon, yet ſhe apprehended he might be ſet upon 


by the enraged Populace and his Life endanger'd, and 
therefore for his Security ſhe prevail'd with a Number of 
the moſt religious Clergy, to procurea Guard for him till 
he arrived at a Place call'd Magh Narrb; from hence 
he came to Mwurſter, and retiring to his Monaſtery of 
Inis Catha, he ſpent ſome Time there with great De- 
votion and an exemplary Practice of Holineſs, till the 
Death of Dubhlachina the Son of Mavlguala, who go- 
vern'd the Province of Munſter ſeven Years after the 
Deceaſe of Cormac Mac Cuillenan. By the Death of this 
King the Throne of Munſter became vacant, and this 
Abbot was removed from his Retirement at Inis Catha, 
to adminiſter the Government of that Province, which 
he held for many Years with great Applauſe ; and not- 
withſtanding his want of Policy with regard to the In- 
vaſion of Leinſter, he proved a ſober and diſcreet Prince, 
and was poſleſsd not only of the Command but of the 
Aﬀections of his People. Theſe Tranſactions above 
mentioned ſtand upon Record in a very ancient 
Treatiſe of Cluain Aidhnach Fontan in Leix, where the Par- 
ticulars of the Battel of Beallach Mugna are related at 
large: It is a poetical Compoſition of a learned Perſon 
call'd Dallan, who was retain'd as principal Hiſtoriogra- 
pher to Cearbhal the King of Leinſter. This Writer 
gives an expreſs Account of the Number of the ſlain, as 
well Officers as Soldiers, who periſh'd in that Engage- 
ment ; the beginning only of the Poem ſhall be in- 
ſerted in this Place, becauſe it would be too pro- 
lix to tranſlate the whole, eſpecially conſidering 


that the Names of the moſt eminent Nobility have 


been already taken Notice of, The Lines carry: this 
Senſe, | 
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The valiant Cormac, Feimhin and Fogartach 
And the renowned Colman Ceallach, 

With ſix thouſand of the beſt Provincial Troops, 
Were ſlain engaging in the bloody Fields | 
Of Mugna. 


Niall Glundubh ſucceeded in the Throne of Ireland; , » 
He was the Son of Hugh Finnliath, Son of Mall Caille, 
deſcended from the royal Line of Heremon; and reign'd 
Monarch of the Iſland three Years. This Prince re- 
eſtabliſh'd the celebrated Fair of Tailtiun, which had 


oft: 


been omitted for ſome Time; and the Danes attempt- 


ing to diſturb the State, were overthrown by him in a 

itch'd Battel at Loch da Chaoch in the Province of 
Ulter In - this Engagement a great Number of Fo- 
reigners were ſlain, but they did not fall unreveng'd, 
for the Liſh, though victorious, ſuffer'd great Loſs, and 
ſome of their beſt Troops periſh'd in the Slaughter. 
In the Reign of this Monarch the Lagenians or the In- 
habitants of Leinſter, encounter'd the Danes with their 
Provincial Forces, but they were totally routed by the 
Bravery and Conduct of Jombair, an experienc'd Com- 
mander of the Enemy, at the Place call'd Ceannfuaid, t dn 
and left ſix hundred of their beſt Soldiers dead upon lotlaraite 
the Spot: In this bloody Action were flain Mac Muyj-15%8i 
reagin King of the Eaft Liffy, and with him fell the 
valiant Ughaire the Son of O:lolla, and Mogroin the Son 
of Kennedy, King of the Comanns and Leix, and many 
renowned Generals, whoſe Names are now loſt to Po- 
ſterity. 


About this Time it was that Or, a very able and au tom: 


accompliſh'd General among the Danes, attempted an In- zo hal- 
vaſion upon the Kingdom of Scotland, and for that ben. 
purpoſe tranſported a Body of choice Troops from Loch 
da Chaoch and landed in that Country; but upon his 
Arrival he met with a warm Reception from Cuas the Son 
of Hugh, who fell upon him with a Fury not to be 
reſiſted, forc'd the Danes to retire to their Ships af- 
ter a terrible Slaughter, and oblig'd them to return 
without their Captain, who met his Fate in the firſt 
Heat of the Action. 

But Mall Glundubb, the King of Ireland, was not 
ſo ſucceſsful in repelling an Invaſion of theſe Foreign- 
ers who landed upon the Iſland with a numerous Army 
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under the Conduct of Hitrich and the Sons of Jombair. 
Upon their Arrival they plunder'd and diſtreſs'd the 


ac ro teaf People with incredible Oppreſſions, and among other 


Succeſſes they made an —_— upon the City of Dub- 
lin, and took it Sword in Hand. fall alarm'd at theſe 
Hoſtilities, reſolv'd to oppoſe the Progreſs of the proud 
Danes, and collecting with the utmoſt Expedition all 
the Forces of Leath Cuinn, he gave them Battel ; But 
the foreign Army embolden'd by their Conqueſts re- 
ceiv'd the Charge with great Courage, and falling on 
with a terrible Fury, broke through the [rz/þ Troops 
and gave them a general Defeat ; the Purſuit was hot 
and bloody, and in their Flight great Numbers were 
cut off, for the Victors reſolv'd to give no Quarter. In 
the Engagement of that Day, among the ſlain fell Mall 
Glundubbh King of Ireland, and Connor Mac Maolſeach- 
lin Prince of Ireland; and there followed them to the 
other World Hugh Mac Eoxchagain the King of Uſer, 
Maolmihig Son of Flanagan, King of Breag Maolcra- 
orbhe O Dubhſronna, Riogh Orrgiall, with many more il- 
luſtrious Perſonages, who had the principal Command 
in the Iriſh Army, and choſe rather to die in the Field 
of Honour, than ſurvive the Liberty and Freedom of 
their Country. La 

Donnogh was the ſucceeding Monarch; He was the 
Son of Flann Soma, deſcended from the royal Stock 
of Heremon, and govern'd the Kingdom for the Space 
of thirty Years. The Mother of this Prince was Gorm- 
flath, the Daughter of Flann, Son of Conwng, and his 
Reign was made memorable by many ſignal Tranſac- 
tions. 

This King fat upon the Throne of Ireland when 
Ceallachan the Son of Buadhachain, but more common- 


ly known by the Name of Ceallachan Caſhel, began his 


Government over the two Provinces of Munſter, and 


wore that Provincial Crown for ten Years. But he met 
with Oppoſition with regard to the Sueceſſion in that 
Throne, which was like to be attended with fatal Con- 
ſequences, but was at length happily overcome; for 
Kennedy Mac L orcan, a Prince of a formidable Intereſt in 
that Country, deſign'd to lay in his Claim to that Pro- 
vince, and for that purpoſe came as far as Gleanamhum 
with a numerous Retinue, to treat with the Nobility and- 
G-ntry of Munſter, about the Point of Succeſſion ; The 
Throne of that Province was vacant at this Time, _ 
3 the 
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the Propoſals of Kennedy were near taking Effect. But S WV 


the Mother of Ceallachan, a Lady of great Prudence, and 
much eſteem'd by the People, fearing that her Son 
ſhould be excluded, and Kennedy proclaim'd King, re- 
ſolv'd to uſe her utmoſt Efforts to ſecure the Succeſſion 
in her Family, which had a juſt Claim, but were unable 
to ſupport their Pretenſions with a military Force; and 
therefore boldly addreſs'd her ſelf to Kennedy, and expoſ- 
tulated with him about the Injuſtice of his Deſign : She 
told him that he was obliged by the Agreement made 
many Years before, between Friachadb Muilleathan and 
Cormac Cas, wherein it was ſtipulated that the Govern- 
ment of Munſter ſhould deſcend alternately to their re- 
ſpective Families, and the Right being apparently in 
her Son, ſhe deſired he would not violate the Contract 
of his Anceſtors, and ſeize upon a Crown by Uſurpati— 
on which he could have no juſt Pretence to. This Tranſ- 
action is recorded in an antient Poem, and the Lines 
may not improperly be render'd thus. 


Moſt noble Kennedy, let no Injuſtice 

Derive a Blemiſh on your princely Name ; 
Conſider the moſt ſolemn Contract made 

By the brave Fiachadh and Cormac Cas, 

That Munſter ſhould alternately be ruled 

By the ſucceſſfve Heirs of both their Families. 


The Repreſentation of this Princeſs had its defired 
Effect, for Kennedy, overcome by the Juſtice of it, and 
conſcious of the Defe& in his own Title, relinquiſh'd 
his Pretenſions peaceably, and Ceallachan was = rp-all 


ledg'd and proclaim'd King of Munſter. But notwith- do teallat- 
ſtanding he had Poſſeſſion of the Government, the ® rt 


Danes difturb'd his Reign with their frequent Incurſions; 
and when thefe Foreigners perceived that they could 
not carry on their Deſigns by Force, they had recourſe 
to Treachery, and were ſo ſucceſsful, as by a Stratagem 
to ſeize upon Ceallachan and take him Priſoner ; but his 
Captivity was of no long Continuance, for he ſoon ob- 
tain'd his Freedom by the victorious Arms of the Eugeni- 
ans and Dailgaſiaus, who reſolv'd to recover him out 
of the Hands of the Danes, or periſh in the At- 
tempt. ' | . 5 ES 

This Provincial Prince and his hardy Momonzans, in- 
ſpir'd with Revenge, engaged theſe Foreigners in many 

X 8 0D: Battels, 
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under the Conduct of Hurich and the Sons of Jomharr : 
Upon their Arrival they plunder'd and diſtreſs'd the 
People with incredible Oppreſſions, and among other 
Succefſes they made an 3 upon the City of Dub- 
lin, and took it Sword in Hand. all alarm'd at theſe 
Hoſtilities, reſolv'd to oppoſe the Progreſs of the proud 
Danes, and collecting with the utmoſt Expedition all 
the Forces of Leath Cuinn, he gave them Battel ; But 
the foreign Army embolden'd by their Conqueſts re- 
ceived the Charge with great Courage, and falling on 
with a terrible Fury, broke through the [rz/þ Troops 
and gave them a general Defeat; the Purſuit was hot 
and bloody, and in their Flight great Numbers were 
cut off, for the Victors reſolv'd to give no Quarter. In 
the Engagement of that Day, among the ſlain fell Mall 
Glundubbh King of Ireland, and Connor Mac Maolſeach- 
lin Prince of Ireland; and there followed them to the 
other World Hugh Mac Eoxchagain the King of Ulher, 
Maolminhig Son of Flanagan, King of Breag Maokra- 
oibhe O Dubhſronna, Riogh Oirgiall, with many more il- 
luſtrious Perſonages, who had the principal Command 
in the Iriſh Army, and choſe rather to die in the Field 
of Honour, than ſurvive the Liberty and Freedom of 
their Country. SE 

Dounogh was the ſucceeding Monarch; He was the 
Son of Flann Siomma, deſcended from the royal Stock 
of Heremon, and govern'd the Kingdom for the Space 
of thirty Years. The Mother of this Prince was Gorm- 
flath, the Daughter of Flann, Son of Conuing, and his 
Reign was made memorable by many ſignal Tranſac- 
tions. 

This King fat upon the Throne of Ireland when 
Ceallachan the Son of Buadhachain, but more common- 
ly known by the Name of Ceallachan Caſhel, began his 
Government over the two Provinces of Munſter, and 
wore that Provincial Crown for ten Years. But he met 
with Oppoſition with regard to the Sncceffion in that 
Throne, which was like to be attended with fatal Con- 
ſequences, but was at length happily overcome; for 
Kennedy Mac L orcan, aPrince of a formidable Intereſt in 
that Country, deſign'd to lay in his Claim to that Pro- 
vince, and for that purpoſe came as far as Gleanambum 
with a numerous Retinue, to treat with the Nobility and 
G-ntry of Munſter, about the Point of Succeſſion ; The 
Throne of that Province was vacant at this Time, - 
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the Propoſals of Kennedy were near taking Effect. But 


the Mother of Ceallachan, a Lady of great Prudence, and 
much eſteem'd by the People, fearing that her Son 
ſhould be excluded, and Kennedy proclaim'd King, re- 
ſolv'd to uſe her utmoſt Efforts to ſecure the Succeſſion 
in her Family, which had a juſt Claim, but were unable 
to ſupport their Pretenſions with a military Force; and 


therefore boldly addreſs'd her ſelf to Kennedy, and expoſ- 


tulated with him about the Injuſtice of his Deſign: She 
told him that he was obliged by the Agreement made 
many Years before, between Frachadb Muilleathan and 
Cormac Cas, wherein it was ſtipulated that the Govern- 
ment of Munſter ſhould deſcend alternately to their re- 
ſpective Families, and the Right being apparently in 
her Son, ſhe deſired he would not violate the Contract 
of his Anceſtors, and ſeize upon a Crown by Uſurpati- 
on which he could have no juſt Pretence to. This Tranſ- 
action is recorded in an antient Poem, and the Lines 
may not improperly be render'd thus. 


Moſt noble Kennedy, let no Injuſtice 

Derive a Blemiſh on your princely Name; 
Conſider the moſt ſolemn Contract made 

By the brave Fiachadh and Cormac Cas, 

That Munſter ſhould alternately be ruled 

By the ſucceſſfve Heirs of both their Families. 


The Repreſentation of this Princeſs had its deſired 
Effect, for Kennedy, overcome by the Juſtice of it, and 
conſcious of the Defect in his own Title, relinquiſh'd 
his Pretenſions peaceably, and Ceallachan was - yoke 
ledg'd and proclaim'd King of Munſter. But notwith- do tcallat- 


ſtanding he had Poſſeſſion of the Government, the Sor” 


Danes difturb'd his Reign with their frequent Incurſions; 
and when thefe Foreigners perceived that they could 
not carry on their Deſigns by Force, they had recourſe 
to Treachery, and were ſo ſucceſsful, as by a Stratagem 
to ſeize upon Ceallachan and take him Priſoner ; but his 
Captivity was of no long Continuance, for he ſoon ob- 
tain'd his Freedom by the victorious Arms of the Eugeni- 
ans and Dailgaſiaus, who reſolv'd to recover him out 
of the Hands of the Danes, or periſh in the At- 
tempt. | Ma 
This Provincial Prince and his hardy Momoniaus, in- 
ſpir'd with Revenge, engaged theſe Foreigners in many 
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ſeize upon his Crown; and to ſupport his Intereſt, and 


ſhould get rid of a troubleſome Neighbour , who diſ- 
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it proper to abandon the Province of Munſter, and 
look out for new Settlements. But the Danes ſtill re- 
tain'd an Affection for their old Poſſeſſions, and find- 
ing themſelves too weak to be reinſtated by Force of 
Arms, they betook themſelves to their uſual Arts, and 
form'd a Deſign ſo baſe and treacherous in its ſelf, 
that Hiſtory can hardly parallel, and deſerves from us 
a particular Relation. 

At this Time the Danes were under the Command 
of Hitric the Son of Turgeſius, that cruel Uſurper, whoſe 
Name only was a Terror to the {ri/h. This General, 
the Son of that Tyrant, having firſt taken the Advice 
of his Council, ſent a Meſſenger to Ceallachan King of 
Munſter, to notify to him his ſincere Inclinations to 
Peace and a good Underſtanding and Correſpondence 
between them ; and as a Teſtimony of his Integrity and 
Reſpect, he offer'd him his Siſter the Princeſs Royal of 
Deumark in Marriage, who was a Lady of conſummate 
Virtue and unexceptionable Beauty. He would oblige 
himſelf likewiſe never to invade or diſturb his Government 
in Munſter, and promiſe that he would withdraw his Forc- 
es, put an end to his Hoſtilities, and for the future make 
no Attempt upon his Crown, but enter into a League 
offenſive and defenſive, and mutually aſſiſt each o- 
ther againſt their Enemies; and to give a Sanction to 
theſe Propoſals, he would engage to ſend him ſuitable 
Hoſtages, whoſe Safety and Quality would oblige him to 
the Execution of them. But Hitric en nothing 
leſs than to contract his Siſter to the King of Munſter; 
his Deſign was to murther him and his Retinue upon 
the Night the Marriage was to be ſolemniſed, and then 


after the Commiſſion of this execrable Fact, the better 
to eſtabliſh himſelf in that Province, he communicated 
this cruel Reſolution to Doxnogh the Son of Flann Hion- 
na King of Ireland; who inſtead of ſtarting at the At- 
tempt,encouraged it, and applauded the treacherous Dane, 
and promiſed him his Friendſhip and Alliance after the 
Execution; for it muſt be obſerv'd that the King of 
lreland was at that Time an Enemy to the King of 
Munſter, becauſe he refuſed to pay his Contributions 

and chief Rents, and by this means he thought he 


puted his Authority, and denied bim the Homage and 
Teſtimonies 
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Teſtimonies of Subjection which his Predeceſſors laid WWW 
claim to. 

The Meſſenger of Hitric being introduced to Ceal- 
lachan, deliver'd the Propoſals; and that unfortunate 
Prince fell into the Snare Nat was laid for him, by one 
of his moſt inveterate Enemies; for when he was told 
of the Contract with the young Princeſs, he was tran- 
ſported with the News; for the Fame of this young 
Lady's Beauty, her Virtue and other Accompliſhments 

F had reach'd his Ears long before, and he had conceiv- 
ed a Paſſion before he had ſeen her. He ſuſpected no- 
thing of the Deſign, and being of an amorous Diſpo- 
ſition, he return'd his Compliments to Hitric, and pro- 
miſed he would make him a Viſit with all poſſible Ex- 
pedition. Accordingly very noble and expenſive Pre- 
parations were made for this Journey, he was to be 
attended with a ſplendid Retinue and a princely Equi- 
page, and to be follow'd by his Body Guards and the 
choiceſt of his Troops, in order to conduct the Prin- 
ceſs into his Province with that State and Magnificence 
that became her Birth and Quality. 

But Kennedy the Prince of North Munſter, hearing of congle e. 
the Deſign of Ceallachan, and that he intended to take hg 
with him his choiceſt Forces, and leave the Province fo. 
of Munſter unguarded and open to the Incurſions of any, 
who would attempt to invade it, repreſented the Im- 
prudence of this Reſolution, and how dangerous it was to 
leave the Country without Defence, and by his Advice 
and Strength of his Reaſons difluaded the King from 
his Purpoſe, who alter'd his Meaſures, and appointing 

_ a ſufficient Force to ſecure the Province, he 4x his 
Journey, attended by the young Prince Dunchuan, the 
Son of Kennedy and followed only by his Body Guards. 
He continued his Way with quick Marches, and ſoon ar- 
rived within the Sight of Dublin. 

It happen'd that Sitric the Daniſh General had mar- 
ried an Iriſh Lady, whoſe Name was Morling, and Hong - 
ter of Hug Mac Eochardh. This Princeſs hearing that 
Ceallachan King of Munſter was upon his Journey to 
accompliſh the Marriage Rites with the Princeſs Royal 
of Denmark, and arrived almoſt as far as Kilmam- 
ham near Dublin, was ſomewhat ſurpriſed at the Ad- 
venture, and for Satisfaction freely expoſtulated with H- 
tric her Huſband, what could induce him to beſtow his 
Siſter in Marriage upon the Provincial Prince, who 

1001S * was 
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as a profeſs'd Enemy to the Daniſh Race, and had 

deſtroy'd ſo many of the principal Nobility and Gen- 

try of his Country. Sri with great Freedom diſ- 
cover'd his Deſign, and replied, that he was urg'd on by 
Revenge to invite the King of Munſter. to Dublin, for 

he would diſappoint him of his nuptial Pleaſures with 

his Siſter, and when he had him in his Power, he re- 
ſolv'd to ſacrifice him to the Ghoſts of thoſe renowned 
Danes he had deſtroy d. His Wife was aſtoniſh'd at 

the Barbarity of this Action, eſpecially ſince Ceallachan 

was appointed tobe the Victim ; for ſhe had entertain'd a 

very tender Eſteem for that Prince, and was perfectly 

in Love with him from the Time ſhe by chance faw 

do imo F him at Waterford, but had the Prudence not to diſ- 
ewe 7 d cover her Concern, and appeared before her Huſband 

Ellacbaß to approve of his Deſign, and outwardly encourag'd 

im in the Execution of it. 

But the next Morning ſhe roſe much earlier than her 
Cuſtom was, and being ſenſible that Cæallachan was upon 
the Road to Dublin, ſhe convey'd herſelf with great 
Privacy out of the Town, and took up her Standing 
in a convenient Place by which the King of Munſter 
was ſure to paſs. Here ſhe diſcover'd herſelf to him, 

and declaring the Particulars of the Conſpiracy that 

1 | was formed againſt his Life, adviſed him to retire with _ 

the utmoſt Speed, and provide for his own and the Safety of © 

his Followers. He was amazed and confounded with the 

Intelligence, and expreſſing himſelf in a grateful Man- 

ner to the Lady for her Information, he took Leave of 

her, and turning about made the beſt of his Way to 

Munſter. But Hiric had taken Care to prevent his Re- 

[1 treat, for he had lined the Hedges with arm'd Danes, 

h and laid ſo many Ambuſhes in his Way, that it was im- 

p poſſible for him to eſcape. Ceallachan and his Retinue 
found themſelves ſurrounded with Enemies, who gall'd 
them on all Sides, and did great Execution. The Kin 

| of Munſter order'd his Men to fall on and defend them- 
{elves againſt the treacherous Danes, and ſo a deſpe- 

8 rate Conflict began, and many of the principal of the 

* euer tas Momontans were ſlain. The Danes likewiſe ſuffer'd ex- 

wn ceallc-ceedingly in the Action, and muſt have given Way to 
Laces 7 the ſuperior Courage of the King's Guards, had they 
not been ſupported with freſh Supplies from the City, 
which renew'd the Fight, and at length, after a terrible 

| Slaughter, obtain'd a complete Victory. In this En- 

by & | gagement 
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gagement Ceallachan the King of Munſter, and Dunchu- 


an Son of Kennedy, were taken Priſoners, after a lon 
and reſolute Reſiſtance ; arid the Danes, after they had 
ſtript and plunder'd the Dead, return'd with their royal 
Captives in Triumph to the City of Dublin. Here they 
were confin'd but a ſhort Time, and were removed un- 
der a ſtrong Guard to Ardmach, where they were im- 
priſon'd with great Strictneſs and Severity; and nine 
Daniſh Noblemen of the Quality of Earls were appoint- 
ed to command a ſtrong Body of Troops, whole Buſi- 
neſs was to ſecure theſe Priſoners, ſo that it was 
impoſſible for them to break out and make their E- 
ſcape. 
The Forces of Munſter, who had the good Fortune 
to ſave themſelves by Flight, return'd home, where they 
related the Treachery of the Danes in the moſt aggra- 
vating Circumſtances, and brought the News of the 
Captivity of their King and the Death of many of his 
Followers, who periſh'd by the Ambuſcade. This Ac- 
count alarm'd the whole Province, but more particular- 
ly affected Kennedy Prince of Munſter, who was deputed 
Regent of the Country, and had the ſole Management 
of the Publick Affairs in the Abſence of the King. He 
was ſo incens'd at the Baſeneſs of the Action, and con- 
cern'd at the Captivity of his Son, that he reſolv'd to 
take ample Satisfaction of thoſe treacherous Fo- 
reigners, and reſcue the Priſoners at all Events; for 
this purpoſe he ſummon'd together the Provincial 
Troops, and making the Battalions complete by freſh 
Recruits, he provided a formidable Army by Land; 
and to accompliſh his Deſign with greater Certainty, he 
fitted ont a Fleet of Ships, and mann'd them with able 
Seamen, that he might make ſure of his Revenge, and 
attack the Enemy at once by Sea and Land. The Com- 
mand of the Army was committed to the Conduct of a 
brave and experienc'd General, Donnogh Mac Keeffe 
King of Fearmoibe; and to ' raiſe the Courage of this 
General, and inſpire him with proper Sentiments of Indig- 
nation, he reminded him of the Nobility of his Blood, 
and the Magnanimity of his Anceſtors, who were Kings 
of Maney ; and having repeated their Names, and men- 
tion'd them with Honour and due Applauſe, he related 
their partiaular Exploits, how they expoſed their Lives 
for the Good of their Country, and repelld the Inſo- 
lence of foreign Invaders; and concluded with inform- 
8 | 6 C | ing 
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ing him of the Proſpect he had of Succeſs under his Con- 
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duct and Bravery, which he was certain would chaſtiſe 
thoſe inſolent Danes for violating the Law of Nations, 
and the eſtabliſh'd Rights of Hoſpitality, and by that 
means procure Deliverance to the Iſland, and Glory to 
himſelf. To ſupport the Provincial Troops if there 
ſhould be Occaſion, Kennedy order'd a thouſand choice 
Soldiers of the martial Tribe of the Dailgais upon that 
Expedition, and diſpoſed them under the Command of 
three Captains of confeſs'd Courage and Experience, 
who were his own Brothers, and were diſtinguiſh'd b 
the Names of Coſprach, Lonargan, and Congallach, 
This Tranſaction 1s upon Record in an ancient Com- 
poſition, wherein are theſe Verſes. 


Go my renowned Brothers and Command 
This warlike Tribe; your Names ſhall not be loſt 
But the brave Coſgrach, and the ſtout Lonargan, 
And Congalach invincible in War, | | 
all fland immortal in the Liſts of Fame. 


Kennedy reſolv'd to proſecute this Deſign with the 
utmoſt Vigour, and therefore he raiſed five hundred 
more of the Clan of the Dailgais, and appointed 
for their General the Heroic Hoda the Son of Clan 
Cuilleain, and another five hundred of the ſame 
Tribe he placed under the Conduct of Deagadh the 
Son of Daniel, a Captain of diſtinguiſh'd Bravery and 
Experience, who likewiſe had the Command of Num- 
bers of Nobility and Gentry of the Dailgais, who came 
from the Country of Thumond and voluntarily offer'd 
their Service in this Expedition. The Fleet was now 
ready to fail, and the Command of it was confer'd up- 
on an Admiral perfectly ſxill'd in maritime Affairs, 
Halle Fionn King of Deſinond. | 
Theſe military Preparations being adjuſted, the Ar- 
my began to march from Munſter, and took their Rout 
through the Province of Conacht, where they halted; 
and a Council of War being call'd, it was agreed to 
ſend out conſiderable Parties, to forage and fetch in 
Proviſions from Ferny and Umbhall ; in theſe Places they 
found a good Booty of Cattel and other Neceſſaries, and 
deſign'd to carry them off to the Camp. They thought 
themſelves ſecure of their Prey, but their Scouts ſur- 
priſed them with Intelligence, for they had * 
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Body of Troops marching towards them in a regu- 4" YV 
lar Order with their Commander at the Head of them. 
This Information oblig'd theſe Foragers to retire with- 
out the Plunder to their main Body, who were imme- 
diately order'd to ſtand to their Arms and expect the 
Event. By this Time the ſtrange Troops approach'd 
near the out Lines of the Camp, but advanc'd without 
beginning Hoſtilities, or diſcovering that they had an 
Deſign to attack it. The General of Munſter reſolv'd 

to be ſatisfied of their Intention, and for that purpoſe 
the brave Donnogh Mac Keeffe call'd to the command- 
ing Officer, and demanded from whence he came, and 
whether he was a Friend or an Enemy. The Captain 
anſwer'd, that he came out of Munſter, and that his 
Followers belong'd to that Province, and were raiſed 
out of two particular Places call'd Gaileangaidh and 
Luignig. He replied farther, that moſt of them were 
the Poſterity of Teige the Son of Cein, the Son of the 
great Oilioll Olum, and the reſt were the Men of Deal- 
bhna, deſcended from the renowned Deallhaoih the Son 
of Cas, Son of Conall Eachluath, and reſolv'd to expoſe 
their Lives againſt thoſe barbarous Danes, who by the 
baſeſt Treachery had ſurpriſed their King, and kept him 
in an unjuſt Captivity. He moreover inform'd Don- 
nogh Mac Keeffe that he had with him three Officers 
of ſignal Courage and Abilities, who had a principal 


Command over three Clans. The Tribe of the Gazle- cm rar 
angadh's were under the Conduct of Hugh the Son of fee blen 
Dualgaſa, Diarmuid Mac Fianachtaig was the ſuperior Or 
Officer over the Luignigs, and Dinis Mac Maoldomb- 

naig was Captain of the Dealbhna's. This Account is 


recorded in a Poem of good Authority, which begins 
with theſe Verſes ſubjoin'd. : 


The moſt couragious Tribes of Clana Cein, 
And the invincible Dealbhaoth; 
united all their Forces to redeem 
' Their King, and free him from Impriſonment. 


This unexpected Supply abovemention'd conſiſted of 
five hundred expert Archers, and five hundred com- 
pletely armed with Swords and Shields, and was a ſea- 
ſonable Recruit and of eminent Service in this Expe- 

dition. | 8 


1 * The 


472 The GENERAL HIS TrORT of 


The Army of Munſter was formidable, and began 
their Hoſtilities by plundering the adjacent Country, 
and diſtreſſing the Inhabitants. Mortough the Son of 
Arnalaig applied himſelf to the General Maonagh Mac 
Keeffe, and deſired he would return the Booty that was 
carried away by the Momonian Soldiers, for he inſiſted 
upon the Injuſtice of the Action, and pleaded that it was 
barbarous to oppreſs ja People who were unconcern'd 
in the Quarrel, and therefore deſerv'd Protection, rather 
than to fall a Sacrifice to the greedy Soldiers; but his 
Requeſt was denied, though not abſolutely ; for Donnogh 
was content, that if there remained any of the Booty, 
over and above what would ſatisfie the Neceſſities of the 
Army, it ſhould be return'd. But this Anſwer was un- 

vo cat ſatisfactory, and Mortough, reſolv'd to revenge himſelf 

eonaf ano. upon the Troops of Munſter, diſpatch'd Meſſengers 
privately to Ardmach to inform the Danes, that the 
Provincial Troops were upon their March, and determin'd 
at all Hazards to recover their King from Impriſon- 
ment, and to do themſelves Juſtice upon thoſe perfidi- 
ous Foreigners, who broke through the receiv'd Laws 
of Mankind to make him their Priſoner. 

„o besen The nine Daniſh Earls, who were the Sons of Tur- 

nale va geſius the Tyrant, and were appointed to guard the 

_ am Caſtle where Ceallachan the King of Munſter, and Dun- 

cChnain the Son of Kennedy, were confin'd, were alarm'd 
with this Intelligence of Mortowgh, and leaving a ſmall 
Number of their Forces to ſecure the Priſoners, whom 
they reſolv'd to remove, drew out their Troops and 
marched out of Ardmach, with a full Rrſolution to offer 
Battel to the Army of Munſter. The Provincial Army 
directed their Courſe towards Ardmach, but when they 
arrived they underſtood that the Priſoners were con- 
vey'd out of the Caſtle and carried to Sitric, who had put 
them on Shipboard. Donnogb enraged at this Diſs 
ponement, gave no Quarter to the Danes that fell. in 

is Way, but cut them off to a Man, and next Morn- 
ing march'd towards Dundall, where they had Intelli- 
gence that their King and the young Prince were con- 
fined under Deck by Siric, who being inform'd of the 
Number of the Provincial Forces, and. ſenſible of his 
own Incapacity to oppoſe them, had: order'd all his 
Men on board, and reſolv'd to try his Fortune by Sea, 
for by Land he was much inferior to his Enemies, 
and his Shipping lying conveniently in the Bay of wrt 
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zalk, were of infinite Service, and for the preſent put him in 
Expectation of ering clear of the Enemy. 

The Army of Munſter pur ſued him to the Shore, and 
expected the Danes were ſhut in by the Sea, which 
would prevent their Retreat; but were ſurpriſed to find 
them on Shipboard, for they had no Notice that their 
Fleet lay at Anchor in that Bay. The [/h were en- 
rag'd at this Diſappointment, and while they were con- 
ſulting what they ſhould do in this Juncture, they ſpied 
a fail of Ships, in a regular Order, ſteering with a briſk 
Gale towards the Daniſh Fleet, which they ſuppoſed to 
be the Fleet of Munſter, under the Conduct of that 
brave Admiral Farilbhe Fionn; and ſo it fortunately eo tobatcaz 
proved; for they perceived them draw up in a Line of Wm 
Battel and attack the Danes, who expected no ſuch *' 
Treatment, for they thought themſelves ſecure, and that 
no Enemy could poſſibly diſturb them in thoſe Seas. 

The Admiral of Munſter obſerving the Diſorder of the 
Enemy, fell upon the Ship where Hitric and his two 
Brothers Tor and Magnus were, and with irreſiſtible 
Force boarded her with Sword in Hand. He no ſooner 
found himſelf upon Deck, but he ſpied Ceallachar tied 
with Cords to the main Maſt. This Spectacle inſpired 
him with a freſh Supply of Courage, and reſolv'd to 
deliver the Prince at all Adventures; he lay about 
him with incredible Fury, and after he had ſlain ſeve- 
ral of the Danes, he cut the Cords and ſet the Prince 
at Liberty. He then put a Sword in his Hand, and ad- 
viſed him to take upon himſelf the Charge of the Ship 
from whence he came, which was now left without a 
Commander, and leave him to engage the Daniſh Ad- 
miral, whom he made no Queſtion to give a good Ac- 
count of. | | 

Ceallachan complied with this Propoſal, and Fazlbhe F;- 
om continued on Board the Dane, and behay'd himſelf 
with ſignal Courage, but was at length overborn by 
Numbers, and fainting with Loſs of Blood, he was {lain; 
and to diſcourage the 2 ſome of whom followed their 
Admiral into the Enemies Ship, the Danes hack'd and 
mangled his Body, and at laſt cut off his Head. Thus 
fell the brave Failbhe Fionn, who was obliged to give 
Way to Multitudes that preſs'd upon him, after he had 
diſpatch'd many of them to the other World; and Hiric 
and his Brothers being ſenſible that the Loſs of that Ship conlas 
would Occaſion the Ruin of the Fleet, they ſhew'd them- >7 "ay 
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WYV ſelves able Seamen and experienc'd Commanders, and 
appeared with that Intrepidity at the Head of their Body 
Guards, whom they had on Board, that for ſome Time 
the Fortune of the Day ſeem'd to be on their Side, 
and they began to have a diſtant Proſpect of Vic- 
tory. 

But Hiongall, a valiant and expert Commander among the 
Iriſh, reſolv'd to revenge the Death of the Admiral, 
whom he followed on Board, and maintaining his Poſt 
with incredible Bravery, he ſlew the foremoſt of the 
Danes that oppoſed him, and the Decks of the Ship 
were cover'd with Blood. But the Number of the E- 
nemy was much ſuperior to the Ii, and they conti- 
nued the Fight, and ſupplied the Place of the ſlain. V- 
ongall found himſelf unable at length to keep Poſſeſſion 
of the Daniſh Ship, and aſhamed to retire to his own, 
he recollegted himſelf, and ſeizing upon Hic by the 
Collar, he graſped him cloſe, and threw himſelf with 
him in his Arms into the Sea, where in the Diſorder of 
the Fight they both periſh'd. 

do Eur Seagda and Conall, two undaunted Captains among the 
rl, fired with the Glory of this Action, fell upon 
ac r. the Danes with redoubled Fury, and reſolving to put 
| an End to the Diſpute by one Inſtance of Courage, they 
made their Way through the Enemy to Tor and Magnus, 
the two Brothers of Hiric, and ruſhing violently upon 
them, they caught them both up in their Arms, and jump'd 
with them over-board, where in the Confuſion they 

were all loſt. 

The Danes aſtoniſh'd at theſe deſperate Exploits of 
the Iiiſh; began to abate of their Courage, and the 
Momomans perceiving they gave Way, purſued the Ad- 
vantage with that Succeſs, that they boarded moſt of the 
Damſh Fleet, killing and deſtroying without Diſtin&i- 
on, till Victory finally declared for the /-:/þ, but it was 
bought at the Expence of much Blood; for many brave 
Officers and Soldiers periſh'd in the Engagement; nor 
is this to be wonder'd at, if it be conſider'd that the 
Danes were good Seamen, and perfectly {kilPd in maritime 
Affairs, and were likewiſe reſolute and fierce, and re- 
ſolv'd to ſell their Lives at a dear Rate; for upon the 
Succeſs of this Action depended not only their preſent 
Security, but likewiſe their future Peace and Eſtabliſh- 
ment in the Iſland. | SEO, 

The Hiſtorians, who havedeliver'd down to us an Ac- 
count of this Action, relate that this Fight between the 
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Iriſh and the Danes, was the moſt dreadful and terri * YV 
ble of any that happen'd upon thoſe Coaſts for many 
Ages; forthe Officers eminently diſtinguiſh'd themſelves 
on both Sides, nor were the Seamen wanting in their 
Duty, ſo that the Slaughter was ſurpriſingly great, for 
no leſs than Dominion and Liberty were the Prize 
of Victory. The Army of Munſten that ſtood upon 
Shore in Sight of the Engagement were diſtracted, 
and ran up and down the Coaſts with Fury and Di- 
ſtraction, becauſe it was out of their Power to aſſiſt 
their Countrymen, who engaged with great Diſadvan- 
tage, ſo that the Event remained doubtful for ſome Time; 
for the Danes had all their Land Forces on Board, which 
yet were not a Match for the Iii Seamen, who be- 
haved with wonderful Conduct and Bravery, and would 
have intirely deſtroyed the Daniſh Fleet, had not ſome 
of the Enemy eſcaped in their light Gallies, which yet 
were chaſed briſkly by the victorious /77/þ, but they 
could not overtake them. 

The Iii Fleet having clear'd the Coaſts of thoſe 
Foreigners, made towards Shore, where they found their 
Land Army, who received them with open Arms and 
joyful Acclamations, and were tranſported at the Sight 
of their King, who had obtained his Liberty by this 
Victory. Nor was Ceallachan leſs pleaſed with his De- 
liverance, who was under conſtant Apprehenſions of 
Death ſo long as he was in the Cuſtody of the E- 
nemy ; for Hic was a cruel Tyrant, of a ſavage and 
unmerciful Diſpoſition, and had no regard to the Ma- 
jeſty of a King or the Law of Nations, by which his 
Perſon was ſacred and inviolable; and therefore the 
King of Muſter retained a grateful Senſe of the Loyalty 
of his People, and applauded the Bravery of his Sea 
Forces, who had actually procured his Freedom, and 
the Fidelity of his Land Army, who had diſcover'd that 
Affection to his Perſon, and Zeal for his Safety, as to 
purſue the Daxes, and if they would have accepted of 
a Battel, to expoſe their Lives in his Service. He or- 
der'd Proviſions for his Fleet, and when he had given 
Inſtructions for the Care of the wounded, he put himſelf 
at the Head of his Army, and by long Marches ar- 
rived in Munſter, where he reaſſumed the Management x: teat- 
of Affairs, and fixed himſelf in the Government of that «tan ca- 


Province, rn don 
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But he met with N yp in his March that was 


near being attended with fatal Conſequences; for Mor- 
tough Mac Flann, the King of 2 attempted to 
obſtruct his Paſſage, and hinder him from conducting 
his Troops through that Province. This Prince was 
of a mean ſervile Diſpoſition, and conſultedmore the 
Intereſt of the Danes, than the Proſperity of his Na- 
tive Country ; upon which account he determin'd to 
take Revenge upon the Army of Munſter, and vindi- 
cate the Cauſe of thoſe Foreigners upon the brave 1r/h, 
by cutting off their Retreat, and haraſſing them in their 
Marches; for this purpoſe he ſummon'd all the Forces 
under his Command, and reſolv'd to lay Ambuſhes in 
their Way, and fall upon them unprovided for Defence. 
But Ceallachan the King of Munſter, having timely In- 
telligence of the Treachery of this apoſtate Prince, 
who had renounc'd the Love of his Country, and wan- 
ted to betray it under a foreign Yoke, prepared to re- 
ceive him, and was ſo incens'd at the Baſcneſs of the 
Attempt, that he commanded his Men to give no Quar- 
ter, but to make Examples of thoſe Perfidious In- 
men, who had no Title to Mercy, and were not to be 


treated as open and honourable Enemies; and to raiſe 


their Indignation the more, he declared that the Dane 


being of another Country, were to be uſed as the Laws 


of Nations direct, but the Enemies they were to en- 
counter had forfeited the common and eſtabliſh'd Rights 
of Mankind, and therefore they were to be hunted down 
as Robbers and Beaſts of Prey, and not a Man of them 
was to be ſpared. Theſe ſevere Injunctions, and the Re- 
ſolution of Ceallachan, were carried by Deſerters to the 
King of Leinſter, who dreading the Reſentment of the 
Momonians flaſh'd with Victory, deſiſted from his En- 
terpriſe, and withdrawing the Forces of his Province, 
he retired to a conſiderable Diſtance, and left the Ar- 
my of Munſter to proſecute their Journey without Hin- 
drance or Moleſtation. 


Ceallachan having ſettled himſelf in the Command 


eonglete- of Munſter, began to reflect upon the Servitude his Sub- 


dl. acham 


3 had endured under the Oppreſſion of the Danes; 


fle d 50. 


and urg'd on by the Treachery of thoſe Foreigners, 
which he had ſufficiently experienced, he entred upon 
a Reſolution to fall upon them in every Diviſion of 
the Province, and to unite his whole Force in order 
to expell them the Country, For this Purpoſe he re- 


cruited 
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cruited his Troops, and compleated his Battalions, YV 
and firſt aſſaulted, with unexpected Fury, the Dares 
that inhabited about Limerict, and without much Op- 
poſition he obtained a ſignal Victory; five hundred of 
the Enemy he killed, and took the reſt Priſoners, 
This Succeſs gave new Life to the Proſpects of the ν,ẽ 
Iriſh; they plunder'd the Country of Caſhel, where vb! 8 
they found a Body of five hundred Danes, whom they 1ottan«e 
put to the Sword. Szric, the General of the Foreig-"!*/<: 
ners, attempted to recover the Booty out of the Hands 
of the Victors; but he was obliged to retire after five 
hundred of his Soldiers were ſlain; neither had the Ge- 
neral himſelf eſcaped the Slaughter, if he had not fled 
to his Shipping, and by that Means put a Stop to the 
Perſuit. 
After this uninterrupted Succeſs, Ceallachan marched 
with his victorious Army to pay a Viſit to Danels Faolan, 
King of the Deiſies, with whom he entred into ſtrict zar chest. 
Friendſhip, and he admitted him into his Alliance, by tachan ze. 
beſtowing upon him in Marriage his Siſter, whoſe 
Name was Gormflath, who was a Princeſs of great 
Beauty and exemplary Virtue. The King of Munſter 
ſoon after left the World, and after a troubleſome and 
hazardous Reign, he deſcended peaceably to his Grave, 
and without Violence. 
His Succeſſor in the Throne of that Province, was 
Feargna, the Son of Ailgeanan, Son of Dungala, and 
he injoyed the Government of that Country but two 
Vears, his Life and Reign being ended by Treachery; 
for he was murthered by a Set of Conſpirators that 
were of a near Relation to him. | 
The Crown was then ſeized by Mahon, the Son 
of Kennedy; his Reign was much longer than his 
Predeceſſors, for it continued twelve Years; his 
Brother Eichiarumn poſſeſſed the Government of 
Thummond at this Time. This Prince had another 
Brother, whoſe Name was Bryen, who had a prin- 
cipal Command in the Army of Muſter, when Ma- 
hon fell upon the Danes, and fought the Battel of 
Hulchoid. In this Engagement the Foreigners received 
a memorable Defeat, and many of their moſt experienc- 
ed Officers periſhed in this Action. Among the reſt 
Teitill a Perſon of exceeding Strength and a diſtinguiſh- 
ed Champion of the Enemy loſt his Life, and his 
| 6 E | Govern- 
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WY Government of Waterford; NRuanon, the Governor of 
— Cork, Muiris, the Governor of Limerick, with two more 
do lo:lay Officers of the firſt Rank for Courage and Conduct, 
«as anf ard and Toroll, did not ſurvive the Action of that 
Day. The Slaughter among the Soldiery was exceed- 
ing bloody and terrible; for two thouſand of the Danes 
remain'd dead upon the Field of Battel. The Victors 
perſued the flying Enemy into the City of Limerick, and 
chaſed them through the Streets and into their Houſes, 
where they were ſlain without Mercy or Quarter. The 
Plunder of that City was generouſly beſtowed upon 
the Soldiers by Mahon, where they found an immenſe 
Booty of Jewels, and Gold and Silver and rich Furni- 
ture to a ſurpriſing Value, After they had rifled the 
Houſes they ſet them on Fire, they burnt the Fortifi- 
cations, demoliſh'd the Walls, and perfectly diſmantled 
the Town and made it incapable of Defense. After 
— | this Victory Mahon the King of Munſter, a fortunate 
mae cer. and a worthy Prince, was betrayed and ſeized by his 
*1z «9 traiterous Subjects in his own Palace, and conducted 
- as a Priſoner under a ſtrong Guard to Mac Brom, where 
he was barbarouſly put to Death by the People of that 
Place; nor would * importunate * of the 
Bleſſed St. Collum Mac Ciaragain, (the Confeſſor of St. 
Bairre) prevail to ſave his Life. 
* In the Reign of Donnogb the Son of Floinn Hionna, 
_ King of Ireland before mention'd, ſeveral important Oc- 
currences happen'd which muſt not be omitted in 
the Courſe of this Hiſtory, Under the Government 
of this Prince died the pious Biſhop of Tuileim, near 
the Time of whoſe Deceaſe Donnogh invaded the Ter- 
ritories of Conacht; but the Attempt was unfortunate, 
for many of his Subjects periſh'd at Dubhiry of Athlone, 
at which Place Conaoih the Son of Connor King of Fa- 
lie was (lain. Soon after this Defeat Cluain Mac Mois 
was enter'd by the Danes and plunder'd, and this Suc- 
ceſs encouraged the Foreigners to proceed to Loch Rib, 
where they committed dreadful Ravages, and ſpoiled 
Ag mon &. the adjacent Country on both Sides. They likewiſe 
Far J 2a5- Carried on their Conqueſts to Ein Inis, which they 
wolar> au ſpoil'd, and after a ſharp Engagement cut off twelve 
791” hundred of the /r;/þ, who made Head againſt them and 
gave them Battel, But the Foreigners within a ſhort 
Time loſt the ſame Number of their Men ; for twelve 
hundred of them periſh'd in Loch Rughraidh. The 
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Danes about this Time ſucceeded in moſt of their At- 
tempts; for when they could not accompliſh their De- 

ſigns by Force, they prevail'd by Treachery, and by 

a Stratagem the Foreigners of Dublin ſurpriſed Faolan, 

the King of Leinſter, and his Children, and made them 
Priſoners. They likewiſe continued their Hoſtilities 

with great Cruelty, and Dun Sobairce was ſpoil'd by 

the Danes of Loch Cuain, and the Country of Kildare 

ſuffer'd great Oppreſſions, and was plunder'd by the 
Foreigners of Waterford, 

The Inhabitants of the Province of Wer, a brave 
and warlike People, by this Time grown jealous of their 
Liberty, were alarm'd at the Progreſs of the Danes, 
and therefore reſoly'd to oppoſe their Conqueſts; they 
had ſummon'd together their Provincial Troops, 
and fell upon them with that Fury and Succeſs, that 
Victory appeared for them at the firſt Charge; 
for the Daniſh Forces were unable to bear up againſt 
the Impreſſion of the Iriſh, and a general Defeat and 
a dreadful Slaughter followed. In the Action of that 
Day fell eight hundred of the Foreign Forces, which 
Loſs was the more conſiderable by the Death of three 
of their braveſt Commanders, whoſe Names were Al- 
dan, Aufear, and Roilt, who likewiſe fell among the 
ſlain, This Victory was chiefly owing to the Courage 
and Experience of Mortough Mac Meil the Iriſh Gene- 
ral, and the Succeſs of the Engagement was attended 
with ſo happy Conſequences, that the Effect of it was 
ſenſibly perceived through the whole Kingdom. The 
Danes were diſpirited and ceaſed from their former Op- 
preſſions, and the Natives enjoy'd a Taſte of Tran- 

uillity and Freedom, which had been baniſh'd the I- 
(land for many Years before, and Trading and a State 
of Proſperity ſucceeded in the room of a long Scene of 
Miſery and Slanghrer, | 

But this Sun-ſhine was in Danger of being diſmally 
obſcured by an unexpected Attack from the Danes, 
who had been incouraged by their Countrymen to new 
Attempts, and came with a numerous and well diſ- 
ciplin'd Army from Limerick and Conacht, under Com- 
mand of a bold enterpriſing General whoſe Name 
was Olfinn, who deſign'd by this Expedition to ſurpriſe 
the Natives, who were at that Time aſſembled from 
all Parts of the Country at the celebrated Fair of Ro- cat aorree 
ſcrea, which was annually kept upon the Feſtival of St. Loa ere 
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WWYV Peter and St. Paul. But the Iriſh were ſo well ac- 
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anroc. 


quainted with the Daniſh Treachery, that they thought 
roper to bring their Arms with them, and when they 
bad Intelligence that the Foreigners were marching 
againſt them, they immediately left their Trade, their 
Shops, and their Merchandiſe, which they eſteem'd of 
ſmall Importance to the Concern of their Country, and 
made Head againſt the Danes; and notwithſtanding the 
Diſadvantages they lay under from the Surpriſe, which 
gave them no Time to draw up in regular Order, they 
ſupplied this Defe& by their Unanimity and Courage, 
and fo thock'd the foreign Troops at the firſt Charge, 
that they felt the Impreſſion through all their Ranks, 
anda terrible Slaughter and an univerſal Rout follow'd, 
and Fortune and Victory declared for the /r:;/þh. Four 
thouſand of the Enemy were left dead in this Engage- 
ment, and Olin a Daniſh Earl and General of the Ar- 
my was ſlain. This memorable Inſtance of Succeſs ob- 
tained by Merchants, Shop-keepers and Traders, met 
together without Order and Diſcipline in a publick 
Fair, is expreſſly recorded by a reputable Author call'd 
Florence Mac Carty, who has delivered down the Tranſ- 
actions of /reland for many Ages. 
About this Time died Teige the Son of Cahill, who 
injoy'd the Government of Conacht for twenty Years, 


as did likewiſe $7ric the Son of Jombair, who was the 


King over the Daxes and Norwegzans, wherever diſ- 
pers'd throughout the Iſland. The Inhabitants of the 
Province of Conacht, being concern'd for the publick 
Liberty, attempted to diſpoſſeſs the Foreigners, particu- 
larly ſuch as reſided about Loch O:rbb/ronn, whom they 
engaged and defeated ; which Succeſs was followed by a- 
nother Victory, for ſoon after Canuing Mac Neill obſerv- 
ing his Opportunity fell upon the Danes, and flew 
twelve hundred of them at Loch Neachach. But this 
Misfortune was recover'd by the Foreigners, who came 
to Loch Hirne and plunder'd the adjacent Country with 
incredible Barbarity. Nothing however ſacred or devo- 
ted to divine Uſe eſcaped their Fury, but the Churches 
and religious Houſes were ſpoiled and rifled, and the 
Clergy diſpoſſeſs'd without Mercy. The Province of 
Ardmach was likewiſe invaded and haraſs'd by Godfrey, 
who was the principal Commander of Loch Cuain ; and 
Calcuillen about the ſame Time was ſpoil'd by Ambroſe 
the Son of Godſrey, who deſtroy'd the Country with " 
4 | an 
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and Sword, and carried away a thouſand Priſoners. 0;- WWW 
lioch. Neid likewiſe felt the Fury of theſe Foreigners, 
who plunder'd it, and ſeized upon Morrough Mac Nell, 
whom they cloſely impriſoned, but by a Stratagem 
he freed himſelf from Confinement and eſcaped their 
Hands. 

But the Iriſb, reſolv'd to ſhake off the Oppreſſion of the 
Danes, encounter'd them, particularly the People of 
Conacht exerted themſelves, and in the Aſſault kill'd 
Arolt Mac Jomhair, who held the Government of Li- 
merick for the Enemy. About the ſame Time Ambroſe nut, 
the Son of Godfrey, King of the Danes and Norwegj-lotlanae 
ans, who had Poſſeſſions in the Iſland, was ſlain by the“ 7s. 
Normans, who landed upon the Coaſts and attempted 
a Conqueſt of the Country. 

There was a Prince of Wales about this Time whoſe 
Name was Rodericus, a brave and experienc'd Com- xeaf og 
mander, who tranſported a numerous Army of Melſd, N 5⁰ 
with a Deſign to plunder and ſpoil the Country, and 
if poſſible to obtain Poſſeſſion of it. But the /r;/þ re- 
pell'd his Attempt with great Reſolution and Succeſs, 
for this Prince loſt his Life in the firſt Engagement, 
and the greateſt Part of his Army were deſtroyed. 
Hanmer the Hiſtorian expreſſly relates, that in the 
Year of our Redemption nine hundred fixty ſix, Con-4. D. 966. 
galach the Son of Maolmithig, took the City of Dublin 
that was inhabited by the Danes, and gave it up to be 
plunder'd by the Soldiers after ſeven hundred and forty 
of the Enemy were put to the Sword. Donnogh the 
Son of Floinn Hionna, King of Ireland, did not long ſur- 
vive this Succeſs, but gave up his Life and his Govern- 
ment by a natural Death. 

Congal was the ſucceeding Monarch; He was the Son of 4 P. 974 
Maolmithig, the Son of Flanagan, Son of Ceæallaig, Son of 
Connuing, Son of Congalla, Son of Hugh Slaine, deſcended 
lineally from the royal Houſe of Heremon, and poſſeſs'd the 
Throne ten Years. The Mother of this 7575 Prince 
was Mary the Daughter of Cionaoth, Son of Alpin, and 
his Reign was remarkable by the Death of two neigh- 
bouring Kings, Eiimont, King of England, and Blath- 
chuire FF, c Jaber, King of Normandy. The Danes 
raiſed great Diſturbances under the Government of this 
Prince, but they were ſeverely chaſtiſed by the 1r:/þ 
Forces, who kilPd' ſeven thouſand of them in the me- 
morable Battel of Muine Breogain; but though the 
e 6 F Victory 
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Loſs, and many of their beſt Troops were lain. 


In the fourth Year of the Reign of Congal King of 


do bwen bo- [ye/and, that renowned Hero Bryen Boiroimbe enter'd 


none © upon the Government of the two Provinces of Munſter ; 
anroc. and this Prince had not poſleſsd the Crown of that 
Province above two Years, before he diſpatch'd one of 

his Heralds at Arms to challenge Meills Mac Bron the 

| King of Oneachach, to a pitch'd Battel in the Plains of 
Beallach Leachta, in Order to revenge upon him and his 

Army the barbarous Death of Mahon his Brother, who 

was treacherouſly murther'd by ſome of the Subjects of 

this Prince. The King of Oneachach receiv'd the Chal- 

lenge, and promiſed to meet him at the Place appoint- 

ed; and for that purpoſe he raiſed a formidable Army, 
conſiſting of ih and Foreigners; for he depended 

in a great Meaſure upon the Courage of the Danes, 
whom he inliſted among his Forces to the Number of 
2 "fifteen hundred. Ben the King of Munſter march'd 
bomome A- at the Head of his Provincial Troops, and being fol- 
Hoſe OVed by the illuſtrious Tribe of the Dailgais, offerd 
lange. Battel to the Enemy. The Fight began furiouſly on 


both Sides, and the Slaughter was terrible, but the 
Momonian Forces broke through the oppoſite Army, and 
a general Rout followed; The mercenary Danes fled, 
but were purſued and chaced, and great Numbers of 
them were lain, and thoſe who had the Fortune to e- 


{cape the Sword were made Priſoners. 


This Succeſs of Bryex againſt the King of Oneachach, 


was very unacceptable to Daniel O Faohan King of the De- 
fries, who reſolv'd to revenge the Slaughter of the 
Danes, and take ample Satisfaction of the King of 
Munſter ; for that purpoſe he raiſed a numerous and 
well diſciplin'd Army of his own People, and being 
ſupported by a formidable Body of Danes, he deter- 
min'd to invade the Territories of that Province. He 
no ſooner enter'd the Country but he behav'd with all 
the Cruelty of an enraged Enemy, and commited inex- 
It  Bryen Boiro- 
mmhe ſoon received Intelligence of theſe Hoſtilities and 
the Progreſs of the Enemy ; he immediately led his Ar- 
my to oppole their Incurſions, and overtook them plun- 


preſſible Barbarities upon the Inhabitants. 


dering the Country at Fan Courach, where he ſet u 


on 
them with incredible Bravery, and impreſs'd ach a 
Terror upon the Auxiliary Danes, that they were totally 

routed; 
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routed ; the King of Deſie, with his Forces was un- CY 
able to maintain the Fight, and quitting the Field was o- 
bliged to fly for his Life; The Purſuit was hot and 

bloody, and the King of Muſter with his invincible 
Dailgais chaſed the Danes and the vanquiſh'd [r:/þ 
into the Town of Waterford, which they enter'd and 
put all to the Sword, and among the reſt Daniel O Fa- 
olan periſh'd in the Confuſion of the Slaughter. The 
Town was ſack'd and plunder'd by the Victors, who 
after they had ſecur'd the Booty ſet it on Fire, which 
raged dreadfully, and conſumed it to the Ground. 

This great Hero Bryen Boioimbe had injoy'd the 
Crown of Munſter about eight Years, when he obliged 
by Force of Arms the Country of Leath Modha, to be- d ts hu. 
come tributary and pay him Obedience. But after the whe oy 
Death of Daniel Claon the Son of Daniel, King of Lein- pacior 5. 
ſter, the Subjects of that Province, both Iriſh and Danes, 
refuſed to confeſs the Authority of Bryen, and denied 
him their Subjection. The King of Munſter reſolv'd 
to chaſtiſe them into their Duty, and for that Deſign 
he muſter'd his Momonran Forces, that were become in- 
vincible under his Conduct, and invaded the Territo- 
ries of Leinſter. The Lagenian Army conſiſting of [r:/þ 
and Danes, offer'd them Battel, which began with great 
Fury on both Sides; but the Army of Munſter ſoon 
broke into the Ranks of the Enemy, and purſued their 
Advantage with a dreadful Slaughter, which ended in 
a genetal and bloody Defeat, for in this Battel of Gle- 
ann Mama, five thouſand of Lagenians and Danes re- 
mained dead upon the Spot. This martial and re- 
nown'd Prince Bryen Boirommhe King of Munſter, was 
an Inſtrument in the Hand of Providence, to ſcourge 
the Inſolence and Cruelty of thoſe Foreigners, which he 
did ſucceſsfully, for he routed them in twenty five Bat- 
tels, from the firſt Time he enter'd the Field againſt 
them to the laſt Conflict he had with them, which 
was the Battel of Cluaintarf, where he was lain, being 
then poſſeſs'd of the Government of the Iſland. 

It was not long after the Battel of Gleaun Mama, 
fought by that great Commander Bryen Boiro;mhe, that 
Cangal the Son of Maolmithig, King of Ireland, enter'd the 
Province of Munſter in a hoſtile Manner, and plun- 
der'd the Country about him, and put the two Sons 
of Kennedy Mac. Lorcan, whoſe Names were E:chiaruinn 
and Dunnchuan to the Sword. The Danes likewiſe 

| | made 
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made frequent Incurſions upon the neighbouring Iriſh, 


Nugtsd loe- 


whoſe Poſſeſſions they deſtroy'd and ſpoiled, under the 


Command of Godfrey Mac $iric, Ceanannus Dombnach, 


Lanee anf o. Patric Ard Breacam, Cill Sgirre, and many other 


Places dedicated to divine Uſe, which never eſcaped their 
Fury. The Number of Priſoners which they carried 
away in this Expedition amounted to three thouſand, 


6105 arte beſides great Quantities of Gold, Silver, and other 


danſe vac. 
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Spoils, which were prized at an immenſe Value. 

The royal Conſort of Congal King of Ireland died a- 
bout this Time; the Name of this Lady was Euhne, and 
ſhe was Daughter of Feargal, who had been Queen of 
Ireland. The Death of theſe illuſtrious Perſonages 
happen'd ſoon after, Maolcollum Mac Daniel the King 
of Scotland, the moſt religious Gaorthine Biſhop of Dun 
da Leathglaſs, and Teige the Son of Cahil King of Co- 
nacht. Nor did Congal the King of Ireland long ſurvive, 
for he fell into the Hands of the Daues, who ſerved 
in the Provincial Army of Leinſter, who kill'd him at 
Ardmach. 

Daniel ſucceeded in the Eiſb Throne; he was the 
Son of Mortough, the Son of Mall Glundubb, deſcend- 
ed from the Poſterity of Heremon, and he adminiſtred 
the Government for ten Years. The Reign of this 
Prince was diſturb'd by the Hoſtilities of the Danes, 
for in his Time the Foreigners, who inhabited the 
City of Dublin, plunder'd the Country of Ki/dare, under 
the Command of Fiumphry or Amblaoimh the Son of 
Sitric. This Iiiſh Monarch upon ſome Provocation 
invaded the Territories of Conacht, and ſpoiled that Pro- 
vince without Mercy, where he found a valuable Booty, 
which he carried off with a great Number of Priſoners, 
and the King of Conacht, whoſe Name was Feargal 0 
Rourke, was oblig'd to let theſe Hoſtilities paſs unre- 
veng'd, the Forces of his Province being too weak to 
engage in the Defence of the Country. 

In the Reign of Daniel the Son of Mortnugh, King 
of [reland, the noble Fabrick of the great Church of 
Tuam was erected by the pious Prelate Cormac O Cillm 
Biſhop of Tuam Greine, and Feargal O Rourke was kill'd 
by Daniel the Son of Congal, Son of Maolmubig. Bry- 
en the Son of Kennedy), King of Munſter, about this 
Time aſſaulted the Danes, who inhabited the City of 


e gas gl Limerick, and ſet it on Fire about their Ears. Daniel 
7 Sao Neill, who govern'd the Province of Uſer, raiſed a for- 


anyo 7dC. 


midable 
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midable Army of his Subjects, and entring the Territo VV 
ries of Leinſter, he miſerably diſtreſs'd the People, and 
plunder'd all the Country from the Bearow Eaſtwards tea oll- 
to the Sea, He incamp'd in the Heart of this Province M 
for the Space of two Months, notwithſtanding thezeIcmu- 
united Strength of the Lagemans and Danes, uſed their ac. 
utmoſt Endeavours to diſlodge him and force him to 
retire. Near this Time died Maolfinnin the Son of 
Uchtain, the pious Biſhop of Ceanannanus, and the ve- 
nerable Confeſſor of U/tan was tranſlated to a better 
State. 
The Danes, notwithſtanding the many Diſcomfitures 
they met with from the Natives, continued their Hoſti- 
lities, and were ſupported in their Incurſions by the 
Army of Leinſter; theſe Foreigners, under the Com- 
mand of Humphry Cuarain, and the Lagenians, con- 
ducted by a General of their own Province, plunder'd 
Ceanannanus, where they found Spoils of great Value, 
which they carried off, and by that means impover- 
i\h'd the People, and reduc'd them to miſerable Extre- 
mities. The Battel of Gllmona was fought about this 
Time between Daniel the Son of Congal, who was aſ- 
ſiſted by the Danes, who inhabited the City of D4- 
lin, and Daniel the Son of Mortough King of [reland. 
This Action concluded with great Slaughter on both 
Sides, and among the lain fell Ardga// the Son of Ma- 
dagan, who had govern'd the Province of Ver for ſe- 
venteen Years, and Donnagan the Son of Maolimuirre, 
King of Oirgiallach, and many other noble Perſonages 
of the firſt Quality and Diſtinction. The molt religi- 
ous Beacan the Biſhop of Vinne did not long ſurvive the 
Engagement of that Day. | 
It was the Misfortune of the [-:/þ that they were 
never free from inteſtine Diviſions, which contributed 
to their Ruin; and ſo implacable was the Spirit of 
Diſcord among them, that they would often join with 
the Forces of the Daxes to bring Slavery upon their 
Country; for about this Time Cionaoth O Hartagan the 
Primate of Ardmach aſſiſted the Foreigners, who liv'd 
in Dublin, and by that means Ugarre the Son of Tan- do locblan- 
zthal, King of Leinſter, was ſurpriſed and taken Priſoner; ve e 
but this Enterprize was reveng'd by Bryen the Son of“ “. 
Kennedy, who engaged the Danes of Inis Catha, and 
gave them a general Defeat, with the Loſs of eight hun- 
dred of them upon the Spot. In this Action three of 
their principal Commanders were taken alive and made 
6G. Priſoners 
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priſoners of War, and the Names of theſe captive Offi- 
cers were Jombarr, Humphry, and Dubhgeann. We receive 
an Account of this Tranſaction from the Teſtimony 
of a Poet of Reputation in the following Lines. 


A. D. 1004. 
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The memorable Fight of Inis Catha 

Mas fatal to the Danes, whoſe ſlaughter'd Bodies 
Lay ſcatter'd der the Plain; Theſe Foreigners 
Loſt three of their renowned Generals, 

Jomhair, Humphry and Dubhgeann. 


About this Time the Danes, who inhabited the City 
of Dublin, committed Hoſtilities in Lerznſter, and engaged 
the Provincial Troops of that Country in the. Battel 


of Biothlione, and in the Action Ugazre the Son of 7. 


athal King of Leinſter was ſlain. Soon after tltis Vic- 
tory obtain'd by the Danes, Daniel Mac Mortough , 
King of /re/and, left the World by a natural Death, and 
expired at Ardmach. FW 
Maolſeachlum was the ſucceeding Mo | 
the Son of Flann Hionna, a lineal Deſcendent from the 
Poſterity of Heremon, and fill'd the Throne three and 
twenty Years. The Mother of this Monarch was Dun— 


flath the Daughter of Mortongb Mac Neill, who likewiſe 


was the Mother of Glunioruim that was the King of the 
Danes, diſpers'd throughout the whole Kingdom. Myny 
Tranſactions of Importance happen'd during the Reign 
of this /z;/þ Monarch, particularly the memorable Bat- 
tel of Tara, which he fought againſt the Danes of Dub- 


lin and the Sons of FHumphry, and gave them a total 


Defeat after five thouſand of thoſe Foreigners were lain. 


nabe cuß In this Engagement Randle the Son of Humpbry, a 


mile ad los- 
Lanach ano 


Prince of diſtinguiſh'd Courage, who had the principal 
Command over the whole Settlement of the Danes 
throughout the Iſland, loſt his Life. Encouraged by this 
Victory, Maolſcachluin King of Ireland, and Hochaidb the 
Son of Ardgail, who had govern'd the Province of Uſfer 
for thirty five Years, joined their Forces, and reſolv'd 
to attack the City of Dublin, the Place of Refuge to 
which the Danes retired, and drove them out of the 
Country: For that purpoſe they made all neceſſary Pro- 
viſions for a Siege, and with a numerous and well ap- 
pointed Army ſat down before the Walls. But three 
Days after their firſt Encampment they reſolv'd to make 


a general Aſſault, and try the Courage of the Beſieg- 
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Slaughter, but the ſuperior Bravery of the Hi at length 

revail'd, and fixing their Standard upon the Walls, 
they ſo intimidated the Danes within, that they gave over 
the Defence, and the Ii enter d Sword in Hand. The 
Victors avoided ſuch dreadful Cruelties as uſually fol- 
low the taking of Towns, and behav'd with Humanity 
and Moderation. They ſet at Liberty many Priſoners of 
the principal Gentry ofthe Biſh, who had been taken cap- 
tive by the Danes, and ſuffer'd a ſevere and long Con- 
finement; particularly by this Victory Daniel of Clary 
the King of Leſter, and the Hoſtages of O Nell were 
reliev'd and diſcharg'd. The Affairs of the Daxes were 
reduced to great Extremities by this Succeſs of the //h, 
and the vanquiſh'd were obliged to accept of hard Con- 
ditions, and were glad to be admitted to Mercy upon 
the Terms of quitting all their Conqueſts from the 
River Shannon to the Sea Eaſtwards, to forbear Hoſti- 
lities and Incurſions under the Penalty of being cut to 
Pieces without Mercy and Quarter, and to ſubmit to 
whatever Tribute ſhould be thought proper to be laid 
upon them. 


About this Time it was that Humphry the Son of 


Huric was forced to fly for his Security to Av: Collum 
Cl in the Kingdom of Scotland, being baniſh'd the 
Iſland by the victorious Jb. Near the ſame Time 
Maolſeachlum the King of Ireland had a Quarrel with 


the famous Tribe of the Dailgais, and among other 


487 


cd. The Storm was violent and attended with e 


Hoſtilities deſtroy'd Bile Mozgh Hadair, but this Action rg emor 
was reveng'd afterwards by Bryen. Clean da Loch do du a5 


Cneadcd nd 


likewiſe was taken and plunder'd by the three Sons of Hunan a- 


were purſued by divine Vengeance for this execrable 
Fact, and were found dead the Night afterwards by the 
Influence, (as the Hiſtorian is fond of Believing, ) of the 
importunate Prayers of the pious Caombgm, who conſe- 
crated that Place for divine Ules. 

The Death of two eminent Perſons happen'd about 
this Time, v/2. Morlag the Daughter of Doyunogh Mac 
Cealla Queen of Irelaud, and Joraird Mac Coiſie Primate 
of Ardmach. The Danes notwithſtanding the Stipula- 
tion they had made, had in ſome Meaſure recover'd 
their former Lofles and prepared for new Attempts. 


The Foreigners of Dublin, under the Command of Mor- 


 2ough O Congallach, plunderd Dounach Patrick with great 


Cruelty ; 
I 


Carrol the Son of Lorcan, but theſe three Brothers 12 Ye. 
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WYV Cruelty; but Providence ſoon corrected them for theit 
Breach of Faith, for a Viſitation fell among them, by 
which infinite Numbers were deſtroyed. This Afflicti- 
on was followed by another, for Maolſeachluin the Kin 
of Ireland engaged the Foreigners with Succeſs, — 
encountering Hand to Hand with one of their profeſs'd 
Champions, whoſe Name was Tumor, he foiled him, and 


as a Trophy of Victory he took from him a Collar of 


Gold, which he wore about his Neck. He fought ano- 
ther of their chief Commanders with the ſame Succeſs, 
and carried off his Sword; the Name of this Daniſh Ge- 
neral was Carolus. 

But the Foreigners receiving conſtant Supplies from 
Denmark and Mos ua, began to raiſe new Commotions, 
and in a ſhort Time were attended with that Succeſs 
in their Atrempts, that the Natives were in inſtant 
Danger of being ſubdued and forc'd under Slavery. Nor 
was there any Prince in the Ifland who oppoſed theſe 
Inſults of the Danes but the brave Bryen Boiroimbe 
King of Munſter: This renowned Hero with his ſtout Mo- 
monians was always in Arms and haraſſing the Foreigners, 
which by degrees humbled their Inſolence and made 
them leſs frequent in their Incurſions. And this Succeſs 
and Induſtry of the King of Munſter had fo fix'd him 
in the Eſteem of the Natives, who ow'd their Lives and 
Liberties to his Protection, that they made an Attempt 
to dethrone the King of /reland, and give him Poſ- 

ſedſſion of the Government in his Room; and they were 
do brian bo- the more encourag'd in this Deſign, becauſe Maolſeach- 
mats lain Was an indolent unactive Prince, addicted to Plea- 
2jswer,7 ſure and a Love of Eaſe, and ſacrificed the Happineſs 
ener af of his Country to his own private Diverſions; and the 
Pcople who were immediately under his Authoriry had 
contracted a ſervile Habit of Idleneſs from the Example 
of the Court, and never diſturb, themſelves with op- 
poling the Inroads of the Danes, or calling them to 

an Account for their Cruelties and Oppreſhons. 

The Nobility of Munſter and the principal Inhabi- 
tants of the Province of Conacht, reflecting upon the 
diſtreſs'd and melancholy State of their Country, applied 
themſelves to Bryen Bozrozmhe as a Deliverer, and it was 
unanimouſly agreed in Council that Ambaſſadors 
ſhould be ſent ro Maolſeachluin King of Ireland, to ſig- 
nihe to him, in expreſs Terms, that he was unworthy 
of the Government, and unfit for the publick Manage- 

ment 
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ment of Affairs, ſince he negle&ed the Protection of WYW 
his Subjects, and permitted them as an unconcern'd 
Spectator to be oppreſs'd by the mercileſs Danes, who 
took Advantages of his indolent unactive Diſpoſition, 
to deſtroy the Country and bring it into Slavery. They 
expoſtulated farther with him, and uſed the Freedom to 
inform him that a King of Vreland, who had at Heart 
the Happineſs of his People, would never ſuffer the in- 
ſolent Attacks of theſe Foreigners to paſs unreveng'd 
as he did; that the brave Bryen Boiroimbe had under- 
taken the Cauſe of publick Liberty, and to repell the Incur- 
fions of the haughty Danes, and therefore he deſerv'd 
to wear the Crown of [reland, who knew how to de- 
fend it with Honour to himſelf, and Happineſs to his 
Subjects; in the End theſe Ambaſſadors declared they 
had Commiſhon to acquaint him that the Nobility and 
Gentry of Munster deſign'd to dethrone him, and 
therefore to prevent Bloodſhed and Diſturbances they 
adviſed him to reſign of his own accord, and to retire to 
a private Life. This Repreſentation was received with 
the utmoſt Scorn and Indignation by the King, who 
abfolutely refuſed to comply, and knew the Value of a 
Crown too well to deliver it up only for aſking. He 
likewiſe refolv'd to enter into no Treaty with the No- 
bility of Munſter, who deſired to meet him on the Plain 
of Magh da Caombog, but inſiſted upon his Right of 
Poſſeſſion, which he determined to maintain to the laſt 
Extremities. 
The King of Munſter being inform'd by his Mef- 
ſengers of the Reſolution of & King of Ireland, re- 
ſolv'd to make that uſe of the Affection of the Natives, 
as to ſeize upon the Crown, and to diſpoſſeſs him by 
Force; and for this Purpoſe he raiſed a numerous Ar- 
my, conſiſting of the ſtanding Forces of his own Pro- 
vince, and the Auxiliary Troops of the Danes, whom 
he received into Pay, particularly thoſe who had Poſſeſ- 
frons in Leath Modha, and for that Reaſon ow'd Ho- 
mage and Subjection to the King of Munter. He ſet 
himſelf at the Head of his Momoman Battalions, and di- 
rected his March towards Tara; but before he began 
Hoſtilities he diſpatched a Herald to the King of re- 
land, who had Orders to ſummon him to refign the 
Throne, and to fend him Hoſtages of the firſt Quality 
for his future Obedience, and if he refus'd, to challenge 
him to a decifive Battel, and fubmit the Diſpute to 
e 6 H the 
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the longeſt Sword. The King of Ireland, ſomewhat 
ſurpriſed at this Meſſage, return'd his Anſwer, That he was 
in noCondition immediately to give him Battel, becaufe his 
Army was diſbanded, and it would require ſome Time 
to collect them together; but as a Teſtimony that it 
was not out of Cowardice that he refuſed to meet the 
Army of Munſter in the Field, if Bryen would ſuſpend 
his Hoſtilities, and allow him the Reſpite of a Month, 


ba bojo- to muſter his Forces, particularly the Troops of Learh 


Rog anleß uin, he would accept his Challenge; or if his Sub- 


anſo. 


jets denied to ſupport him with Men and Money for 
this Expedition, he promiſed to ſend proper Hoſtages as 
a Security for his Obedience: He likewiſe deſired the Com- 


miſſioners of Munſter to uſe their Intereſt with Bryen, 


that he would not permit his Army to plunder the 
Country of Meath, but that he would reſtrain their 
Excurſions, and continue at Tara till the Time of the 
Ceſſation was expired. 

The Ambaſſadors return'd with this Anſwer to the 
King of Munter, who accepted of the Conditions pro- 
poſed, and commanded his Officers to continue the 
Soldiers peaceably in their Quarters till farther Orders. 
In the mean Time Maolſcachluin King of Ireland con- 
ven'd the principal Nobility of Leath Cum, and adviſed 
with them upon this important Subject. He likewiſe 
diſpatch'd Meſſengers to moſt of the petty Princes of 
the Kingdom to demand their Aſlifanc: » Pparticu- 
larly he ſent Giolla Combgaill, whom he retained 
as his Antiquary, to the great O Neill, to require his 
Proportion of 'Troops upon this Occaſion, upon which 
his Crown and the Security of his Perſon depended, and 
to injoin him if he refuſed to ſupply him with his 
Quota, to provide Hoſtages, and ſend them to Bryen 
Boiroimbe King of Munſter, as an Evidence of his Sub- 
jection and Obedience; for theſe were the Terms he 
was bound to accept, which though ſevere in themſelves, 


yet the Neceſſity of his Affairs obliged him to com- 


ply with them. This Antiquary had a Commiſſion to 
deliver the ſame Meſſage to Zocbaidb the Son of Ardgail 
King of Ulſter, and to Cathal O Connor King of Co- 
nacht, and require their immediate Afliſtance; and if 
they were unwilling to ſupport him againſt the Army 
of Munſter, he had Orders to repreſent to them, that 
if the King of /reland was forc'd to reſign his Crown, 
and to give up the royal Seat of Tara, where the Mo- 
| narchs 

I 


IRELAND 


narchs of the Iſland had reſided for many Ages, it could 


be no Reproach to him, becauſe he was denied the 
Aſſiſtance of his Subjects, but the Diſhonour would 


more immediately affect the O Nezls, and the principal ceafa Nog 
Nobility of Leath Cuinn, whoſe Anceſtors had been in 27 811. 


dT cuiß an- 


Poſſeſſion of the Iriſh Throne for many ſucceſſive Ge- re &. 


nerations. 

The Meſſenger was very faithful in the Execution of 
his Orders, and when he repreſented the Circumſtances 
and the Neceſſity of the King's Affairs to the Nobility 
of Leath Cuinn, the Anſwer 8 received from Hugh 0 
Neillwas, that when the royal Seat of Tara was poſſeſs'd 
by the Poſterity of Eagan, his great Anceſtor, they de- 
fended it againſt all Attempts, and therefore it was rea- 
ſonable that thoſe who were Maſters of it ſhould ſe- 
cure themſelves in the Poſſeſſion, or deliver it up; but 
with Regard to himſelf, he denied abſolutely to aſſiſt 
the King of Ireland, who had loſt the Affections of his 
People, or to draw upon himſelf the Diſpleaſure and 
Re of the noble Tribe of the Dazlgars, whoſe 
Friendſhip he eſteemed, and therefore he determin'd to 
behave | himſelf as a Neuter in this Diſpute. Giolla 
Combgaill returr'd with this unwelcome Anſwer to the 
King of Ireland, who found himſelf abandon'd by the 
petty Princes, and reflecting that the Noncompliance of 
Hugh O Neil, might be attended with bad Conſequen- 
ces, . and prevail upon others by the Influence of 
his Example to withdraw their Supplies, he reſolv'd 
to pay a Viſit to Hugh O Neill in Perſon, and perſuade 
him if poſſible to intereſt himſelf in his Cauſe; and as 
an Argument which he thought was irreſiſtible, he of- 
fer'd, that rather than the royal Seat of Tara ſhould fall 
into the Power of Bryen Boiroimbe, he would reſign 
up his Right, and if he would uſe his utmoſt Efforts to 
defend it againſt the Enemy, he would confirm him in 
the Poſſeſſion of that ancient Palace and the Lands 
belonging, and engage for him and his Succeflors, that 
no Claim ſhould be revived; and that it ſhould deſcend 
without Oppoſition to his Poſterity; ſo violent was the 
Reſentment of the King of Ireland againſt Bryen Bozro- 
imhe, that he reſolv'd to diſappoint him in his Deſigns 
at any Rate, particularly that the Seat of Tara, which 


was the Court of the Iriſh Monarchs, ſhould not fall in- 
to his Hands, 


Hugh | 
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Hub O Neil deſired to be excuſed from giving an 
immediate Anſwer, and inſiſted upon Time to convene 
how © the principal Nobility of S Eogain, in Order to receive 
neill 5 Siol ; 
cogam anro their Sentiments upon a Matter of ſuch Importance. 
76. Accordingly when the Aſſembly met he communicated 
to them the Occaſion of the King of /reland's Arrival, 
and the advantageous Propoſals that he offer'd, if they 
would ſupport him with their Aſſiſtance er. the 
King of Munſter, and the Army that was raiſed againſt 
him by the Tribe of the Dazlgars. After ſome Debates, 
the Chiefs of Hol Eogamm came to a Reſolution not to 
concern themſelves with the King of Ireland, for th 
ſuſpected the Integrity of his Offers, and that he did 
not deſign, after his Buſineſs was accompliſh'd, and he 
found himſelf eſtabliſh'd in the Throne, to abide by his 
Reſignation of Tara; and therefore their Advice to Hugh 
O Neill was, that he ſhould return a civil Anſwer to 
the King of Ireland, but refuſe abſolutely to act in a 
Quarrel of that Conſequence, that poſſibly might draw 
upon him new Enemies, whoſe Reſentment might prove 
his Deſtruction. 
; But the Convention upon ſecond Thoughts per- 
ceiv'd that they might procure ſome Advantages to 
| themſelves by the Misfortunes and Exigences of the 
| | _ King of /reland, and therefore they imagin'd that the 
ER Anſwer agreed upon at their laſt Meeting might be 
alter'd and mollified; and though they ſeem'd ſatisfied 
that if they join'd the Army of the King of Ireland 
againſt the Forces of Munſter, they might loſe their 
Lives, and ſcarce a Man of them return home, eſpe- 
cially fince they were to engage againſt the Martial and 
invincible Tribe of the Dazlgars, who never turn'd their 
Backs, and were the conſtant Scourges of the Danes, 
yet they reſoly'd to venture themſelves and aſſiſt the 
King of /reland-with a competent Force, upon Con- 
dition they might find a Recompence equal to the 
Hazard, and that he would deliver to them one half 
of the Country of Meath, and the Lands of Tare for 
a Reward; for they reſolv'd, if they did not meet with 
Succeſs in the Expedition, their Wives and Children 
ſhould be ſufficiently provided for; and though they 
loſt their Lives, it was their Duty, they jugd'd to take a 
proper Care of the Intereſt of their Poſterity. 
| Theſe Propoſals were offer'd to Maolſeachlum King 
of [reland, va received them with Indignation, appre- 
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hending them to be exorbitant and unjuſt; He therefore 
left O Neill, and with his Retinue return'd to his own 
Court. Under theſe Diſappointments he was undetermin'd cd v 
what Courſe to follow, and therefore he ſummon'd the ay 
Principal of Clan Colman to repair to him, and aſſiſt 
him with their Advice. He repreſented to the Nobility 
of that Tribe the deplorable State of his Affairs, and 
particularly inform'd them of the Inſolence and haugh- 
ty Demands of Hugh O Neil and the Chiefs of Sol 
Eogam, requeſting withal that they would not leave 
him in his Extremities, but continue their Fidelity to 
him at this Time, when he had moſt Occaſion for their 
Council and Aſſiſtance. | 

This Clan aſſembled upon this Occaſion, and weigh- 
ing even the minuteſt Circumſtance of the Caſe, came 
to this Reſolution, That the King being unable to 
meet the King of Munſter in the Field, and decide 
the Diſpute by Force of Arms, ſhould make his Sub- 
miſſion to Bryen Boiroimbe, and immediately go to his 
Camp at Tara, where he had lain for a Month, and 
offer him his future Obedience. This Advice was com- 

ly'd with by the King, who taking with him twelve 

1 Horſe, arrived at the King of Munſter's Camp; 
he was ſoon admitted into the Preſence of Bryen Boiro- 
imbe, who receiv'd him with great Courteſy and accept- 
ed of his Submiſſion. Apo | 

But Maolſeachluin, King of Ireland, lo reſented the 
Treatment he had received from Hugh O Nel, that he rh. 
inform'd Bryen of what had paſs'd; and notwithſtand- og eõ g 
ing his unfortunate Circumſtances oblig'd him to ſub- l 
mit, yet he ſtill retain'd ſo much of the Spirit of a King, we. F 
that he told the King of Muſter that his Submiſſion was 
no Reflection upon his perſonal Courage, for he fully 
determin'd to give him Battel, if his Subjects would have 
allow'd him a competent Supply; and therefore his pre- 
ſent Tender of Obedience was the Effect of invincible 
Neceſſity, which was out of his Power to overrule. 
This ingenuous Declaration made that Impreſſion up- 
on the King of Munſter, that he told him he was ſen- 
ſibly affected with his Poſture of Affairs, and promis'd 
that if he had any Proſpect of retrieving the Difficul- 
ties he lay under, he would forego the Advantages he, 
had, and allow him a Vear's Reſpite to repair his 1 
Fortune, and then he would meet him in the Field, and 
decide the Controverſy with the Sword; and he en- 
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gaged farther that he would rely upon his Honour for 
the Execution of the Terms after the Year was expir'd, 


and would not inſiſt upon Hoſtages as a Security for 


his Performance. In the mean Time he propoſed to 
march Northwards with his Army, to attend the Mo- 


tions of Hugh O Neil and Eochaidh the Son of Ardeail 


King of Ulſter, whom if he found inclined to oppoſe 
him, he reſolved to engage their united Force, and 
ſaid, that he ſhould not be ſurpriſed if Maolſeachluin, 
ſhould join his Northern Confederates and fight againſt 
him, fince he was willing to put the Cauſe upon the 
Iſſue of a Battel, and that the Victor ſhould enjoy the 
Crown of Ireland without Diſturbance. Maolſeachluin 
moved with the Generoſity of the Momonian King, al- 
ſured him that he abhor'd ſuch ungrateful Practice, and 
promiſed that he would not, were it in his Power to aſ- 


{iſt the King of Vier againſt him; but he was of Opi- 


nion, he told him, that his Northern Progreſs was un- 
ſeaſonable at that Time, and might be jultly defer'd to 
another Opportunity, and therefore he difluaded him 
from undertaking it. "This Advice was accepted by 
Bryen, and was ſuitable to the Condition of his Army, 
for the greateſt Part of his Proviſion was exhauſted, and 
he was in no Capacity to attempt ſuch a Journey, or 

to execute ſuch a Deſign. | 

Bryen therefore decamp'd from Tara, and directed 
his March homewards; but firſt he made a Preſent of 
two hundred and forty fine Horſes upon the [r:;/þ Mo- 
narch, and beſtow'd very munificent Gifts of Gold and 
Silver upon his Retinue, and the two Kings parted with 
great Friendſhip, and with all the outward Feſt 
Affection and Reſpect. Bryen Boirommhe return'd to his 
Court in Munſter , and Maolſcachluin took upon him 
the Care of his Government, and the Adminiſtration of 
the publick Affairs as before. 

After the Expiration of the Year, for which Time a 
Ceſſation of Arms was concluded between the two Kings, 
Bren Boiroimbe began his military Preparations with 


great Vigour; he order'd his Army, after he had com- 


pleated his Regiments, to a general Rendezvous, and 
ſummon'd not only the Natives of his own Province, 
bo. but the Danes to enter into the Service; There offer d 
ine von flu · themſelves, as Auxiliaries, the Iriſh and Danes of N u- 
25 e terford, of Wexford, of O Neachachs in the Province of 
2> teanrgy Muuſter, of Corcolugheach, and of Job Cinſealach. Thele, 


ur. when 
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when they were united, made a formidable Body, and 
the King of Munſter at the Head of them march'd to 
Athlone, where he was met by the principal Nobility of 
the Province of Conacht, who had prepared Hoſtages of 
the firſt Quality, and deliver'd them up as a Security 
for their future Submiſſion and Obedience as King of 
Irelaud. Here likewiſe he received Hoſtages from Ma- 
olſeachluin King of Ireland, who was not capable of 
meeting him in the Field, and therefore was obliged 
to confeſs himſelf a. tributary Prince, and pay Homage 
to the King of Munſter, Bryen Bolroimbe, attended 
by the Confederate Forces of Munſter, Leinſter, Co- 
nacht and Meath, directed his March towards Dundalk, 
where he met with ſome Oppoſition from the People 
of Ulſter, but they were ſubdued with {mall Difficulty, 
and the principal Nobility of the Province were taken 
Priſoners. A continued Courſe of Victory and Succeſs 
followed the Arms of this renowned Prince, who hav- 
ing extended his Conqueſts over the moſt conſiderable 
Part of the Iſland, what remain'd unconcern'd voluntari- 
ly ſubmitted; and thus he ſeized upon the Crown, and 


© — 


was proclaimed Monarch of Ireland. 

And worthy he was to command a Kingdom of 
much larger Extent, for he as A Prince invincible in 
Arms, of great Experience in military Diſcipline , 
munificent to his Friends, and merciful to his Ene- 
mies. He had a great Share in the Affections of the 
People, upon account of his many heroic Victories and 
Accompliſhments; nor was it unjuſt or inglorious in 


him to make an Attempt upon the Crown of Ireland, 


for it appears in this Hiſtory that the Courſe of Suc-zg««rog 


ceſſion was often interrupted, and Hereditary Right 4 cen 
laid aſide; the Monarchy was in ſome meaſure EHlective, 

and generally fell into the Hands of the moſt valiant 

and beloved by the People; ſo that the Aſperſions that 

are fixed by ſome Authors upon the Character of this 
Momoman Prince, for thruſting himſelf by Violence in- 

to the Throne of Munſter, are ill ſupported; nor did 

he violate any of the =ſtabliſh'd Laws, or act contra- 

ry to the Conſtitution of that Kingdom. The great- 

eſt Part of the Ifland he ſubdued by his Arms, for he 

forced under his Obedience all who refuſed to confeſs 

his Authority; but the Juſtice and natural Clemency 

of his Temper ſoon procured him the Affections of the 
People of all Ranks and Conditions, ſo that he was 
"KSA4+ | proclaimed 
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WYV proclaimed by univerſal Conſent, and Maolſeachlum was 


obliged to reſign the Sceptre, and retire peaceably to the 
State of a Subject. 


A. D. 10 Bryen Boiroimbe was now in Poſſeſſion of the Throne; 


He was the Son of Kennedy, Son of Lorcan, Son of 


Lachina, Son of Cathal, Son of Corc, Son of Auluan, 
Son of Mahon, Son of Turlagh, Son of Cathol, Son of 
Hugh Caomh, Son of Eochaidb Baldearg, Son of Car- 
than Hionn, Son of Blom, Son of Cars, Son of Conall 
Eachluath, Son of Luighdheach Meann, Son of Aongas 
Tireach, Son of Firchutrb, Son of Modha Chuirb, Son 
do new an Of Cormac Cas, Son of Oiliolla Olum, deſcended from the roy- 
rreadtwy al Line of Heber Fionn, and govern'd the Kingdom 
ban y ate twelve Years. The Mother of this warlike Prince was 
re do tam- Berbhionn Cranog, the Daughter of Archadh King of the 
San be. Weſtern Part of the Province of Cnacht. There were 
iam bor . . 
rome. many memorable Tranſactions happen'd during the 
Reign of this Prince, particularly an Attempt of K- 
zric the Son of Himphry, General of the Danes. This 
Foreigner, with a Number of his Countrymen, fitted 
out a Fleet, and plunder'd the Coaſts of Uſer with 
great Cruelty ; he likewiſe deſtroy'd and ranſack'd Cl 
Cleithe, and Inis Comeaſgraidh, and carried off very va- 
luable Spoils and many Priſoners. 

After theſe Outrages of the Danes, the pious Na- 
omhan, Son of Maolciarain Primate of Ireland, was 
tranſlated to a better Life; and about the ſame Time 
died Randle, the Son of Goh, King of the Ifle of the 
Danes. Bryen Bowromhbe, King of Ireland, with a ſtrong 
Body of Troops, march'd to Cineal Eogain in the Pro- 
vince of Vier, and from thence he directed his Courſe 
to Meath, where he continued for the Space of a Week; 
and being a Prince of ſingular Piety, he laid upon 
the Altar of Ardmach twenty Ounces of Gold, as an 
Oblation. He proceeded from thence with his Army 
to Dailnaruidhe, where the principal Nobility of Ut 
ler met him with their Hoſtages, whom they deliver'd 
to him as Security for their future Obedience. Soon 
after this he removed to Tyrconnel, where likewiſe he 
receiv'd Hoſtages from the principal Nobility of that 
Country, who confeſsd his Authority, and aid 
him Homage as a Prince in actual Poſſeſſion of the 


Throne, and therefore as the lawful Monarch of the 
Kingdom, 4 
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and Cathall O Connor, who govern'd the Province of C- a; 


nacht for twenty Years, and expired at Inis Domb- 
nain. 

The Provincial Troops of Munſter and Leinſter, un- 
der the Conduct of Mortough the Son of Bryen Borro- 
imbe, made Incurſions and plunder'd Cineal Lu:gheach : 
There attended him in this Expedition Flathbhertach, 
the Son of Muircadbach, who raiſed a reſolute Body of 
the martial Tribe of the O Nezls and did great Execu- 
tion upon the Enemy. In this Attempt the Spoils 
that were carried off amounted to a great Value, and the 
Number of Priſoners were three hundred. The King 
of Ireland likewiſe at the Head of a formidable Army 
march'd to Magh Corumn, and ſurpriſed Maolruadbna O 
Doraidh King of Cineal Conuill, and carried him Pri- 
ſoner to Cean Coradh, Mortough the Son of the King 
of Ireland, a valiant and warlike Prince, enter'd the 
Province of Leinſter with Fire and Sword, and raged over 
the Country in aterrible Manner as far as Gleanda Loch, 
and from thence he led his victorious Army to KA- 
mainbam. The Danes about this Time ſet to Sea and 
landed upon the Coaſts of Munſter, where they com- 
mitted dreadful Ravages, and plunder'd Cork and then 
ſet it on Fire. But the divine Vengeance purſued theſe 
ſavage Barbarians; for ſoon after theſe Hoſtilities Hum- 
pbry the Son of Sztric, King of the Danes, and Math- 
ghambuin the Son of Dubbgoil, the Son of Humpbry, 
were ſeized by Stratagem and murther'd by Daniel 
Dubhdabhoireann. About this Time the Lageniaus, in 
Con junction with the Danes of Leinſter, enter'd the 
Country of Meath, and plunder'd Tarmuin Feicinn with 
great Cruelty, and carried away a multitude of Pri- 
ſoners. But the Hand of God was diſtinguiſh'd in the 
Puniſhment of theſe Ravagers; for they periſhed foon 
after by exemplary Inflictions from Heaven. 


Bryen Boiroimhe, having fixed himſelf in the abſolute 


Poſſeſſion of the Throne of Vreland, and ſuppreſs'd by 
Force of Arms the unruly Danes and others, who op- 
poſed him, reſolv'd to ſettle the diſorder'd State of his 
Dominions, and repair what the Fury of the civil Wars 


had deſtroy'd. In the firſt Place he judg'd it would 


contribute to his future Security, to beſtow ſome popu- 
6 K er. 
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About this Time Maolrnana, the Son of Ardoail * YY 


King of Uſer, dyed, as did likewiſe the learned Glorh- 


na, the Son of Aongus, the principal Poet of Ireland, 1 


anf 0. 


498 


* 


do tu to nity to the King of Ireland, to rebuild and repait the 
24528 by. Churches and religious Houſes which the wicked Danes 
ann bone had deſtroy'd. He ſummon'd together all the Clergy 


«nyo. 


People. This generous and princely Conduct fix d him 


of every one, he reſtored them all to their ſeveral 


had been deſtroy'd by the Danes, who were profeſs'd 
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lar Favours upon the principal Nobility and Gentry of 
the Kingdom, whom by degrees he fo obliged by con- 
ferring very valuable Rights and Privileges upon them, 
that inſtead of diſturbing his Reign with new Commo- 
tions, they were overcome by his Clemency and Indul- 
gence, and approved themſelves a loyal and obedient 
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in the Affections of his Subjects, and obtain'd him the 
Character of a worthy and munificent Prince, B 
this Time a general Peace and Tranquillity prevail'd 
throughout the Iſland, which afforded a proper Opportu- 


of whatever Order, who had been ejected by theſe cruel 
Sequeſtrators during the Time of the publick Troubles, 
and inquiring ſtrictly into the Rights and Pretenſions 


Claims, and fill'd the Cathedrals and Abbies, with the 
Members that belong'd to them. The Revenues likewiſe of 
the Church, that had been ſeized by the facrilegious Danes 
and perverted to abominable Purpoſes, he recover'd, and 
eſtabliſh'd them upon their original Foundations. 
The Face of Religion being thus cleared up, his 
next Care was to provide for the Education of Youth; 
and for that End he repair'd the publick Schools that 


Enemies to Learning, and erected new Academies 
where they were wanting in ſeveral Parts of the King- 
dom. In theſe Nurſeries were the liberal Sciences and 
all the Branches of human Learning taught; Publick Li- 
braries were built for the Uſe of poor Students, and a 
Proviſion made for Youth of promiſing Hopes, who 
were unable to ſupport themſelves. And thus were the 
Univerſities enrich'd and govern'd by regular Diſcipline, 
which had that Effect as to train up Perſons of excel- 
lent Abilities in all Profeſſions, who revived the de- 
cay'd State of Learning, and not only concern'd them- 
ſelves in inſtructing the Youth of their own Kingdom, 
but were of excellent Uſe in poliſhing the rugged and 
illiterate Diſpoſition of the neighbouring Nations. 

The Commons likewiſe of the Kingdom, who were 
Lords of Lands, the Farmers, and the loweſt Degree of 
the People, were indowed with large Immunities by 
the Munificence of this Prince, who beſtaw'd upon the 

KIT, | native 
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rob her of the Ring that 
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native [7:/þ whatever Territories he conquer'd from the 
Danes; and if ſuch, who were the original Proprietors, te peabur 
were alive, and could give Evidence of their Right, an eg 
they were ſettled in their former Poſſeſſions and con- Se se 
firm'd in them. This Prince kept his Court free from 
Sycophants and Favourites, nor would he enrich his 
neareſt Relations by oppreſſing the meaneſt Subject in 
the Iſland. He it was that appointed Sirnames of Di- 
ſtinction, to all the ſeveral Branches of the Mileſian 
Race, and to other principal Families in /re/and, in or- 
der to avoid Confuſion, and that the Genealogies might be 
preſerved with more Regularity. Among other pub- 
lick Structures, this Prince erected the great Church 
of Killaloe, and the Church of Inis Cealtrach, and re- 
paired the 1 4 of Tuam Greine, that was ruinous and 
decay'd. He likewiſe laid Cauſeways throughout the 
Kingdom, and mended the high Roads for the eaſe of 
Travellers, which was an Act very popular to his Sub- 
jets. He built Garifons, and raiſed Fortifications in 
r a. Places, where he kept a ſtanding Force, to be 
ready upon all Exigencies and Neceſſities of the State. 

He alſo fortified the royal Palace of Caſhel, of Cean Fea- 
bradh, of Inis Locha Cea, of Inis Locha Guir, of Dun 
Eochair Maighe, of Dun Jaſg, of Dun Trilliag, of Dun 
Gerott, of Dun Chach Inſi an Gaill Duibh, of Inis Locha 
Saighlean, of Raſua Riogh, of Ceann Coradh, of Boiro- 
imbe, and of all the royal Forts in the Province of 
Munſter. He built Bridges over Rivers and deep Waters 
that were unpaſſable before, and repaired and purged 
the Corruptions that had crept into the eſtabliſh'd Laws, 
and inſpir'd his Subjects with ſuch a Spirit of Honour, 
Integrity and Virtue, that a young Lady of excellent eo feabuy 
Beauty, undertook a Journey from the North of Tre. engt 45 
land, adorn'd with Jewels and a moſt coſtly Dreſs; and an arr. 
as a Teſtimony of the Security there was in Travelling, 
ſhe carried a Wand in her Hand with a Gold. Ring of 
great Value fixed upon the Top of it, and arrived at 
a Place call'd Tomn Chodhna, which lay in the Southern 
Part of the Iſland, and was at the utmoſt Diſtance from 
the Place ſhe ſer out; yet ſuch Impreſſions had the good 
Laws of Bryen fix d upon the Minds of the People, that 
no Perſon attempted to injure her Honour, or. to 

b h e carried openly upon a 
Stick, or ſtrip her of her Cloaths which would have 


ins 


been a valuable Booty. This Tranſaction is deliver'd 


to 
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to Poſterity in a poetical Compoſition of good Autho- 
rity, wherein are the Lines following. 


The Inſtitutes of Bryen Boiroimhe, 

So wholeſome for the Support of Virtue, 

Mere kept with ſo much Reverence and Regard, 
That a young Lady of conſummate Beauty, 
Adorn'd with Fewels and a Ring of Gold; 
Travelld alone on Foot from North to South 
And no Attempt was made upon her Honour, 
Or to diveſt her of the Cloaths ſhe wore, 


* 3 


The Kingdom of /re/and recover'd a breathing Time 
from inteſtine and foreign Wars, under the kind Influ- 
ences of the Adminiſtration of this Prince, who open'd 
a Scene of Plenty and Tranquillity to the Inhabitants, 
which continued without Interruption for the Space of 
twelve Years, which was the whole Time of his Reign. 
The State of Happineſs which prevail'd throughout the 
Iſland, is recorded in the Verſes ſubjoin'd. 


The moſt renowned Bryen Boiroimhe, 

Govern'd the Iſle in Peace; and through his Reign 
| | The Iriſh were a brave and wealthy People, 
| And Wars and Diſcords ceaſed. 


The Hiſtorians of thoſe Times account this excellent 
Prince in the Number of the heroic and munificent 
Kings that fat upon the Throne of that Kingdom. 
They always mention him as the third whoſe Con- 
duct and heroic Virtues rais'd the Reputation of the 
Iriſh and made them formidable to their Enemies. 
The firſt of theſe excellent Monarchs they eſteem to 
be Conazre the great the Son of Eiderſgeoil; the ſecond 
was Cormac the Son of Art, the Son of Conn, the re- 
nown'd Hero of the hundred Battels, and the third 
in the Liſts of Fame was the mot illuſtrious Bryen Boi- 
roimbe King of Ireland. This magnificent Prince ſup- 
ported his royal Grandeur by a ſplendid Court, and 

. kept a moſt ſumptuous and hoſpitable Table ſuited 
to his Dignity. The Quantity of Proviſions that were 
daily conſumed is ſcarce credible. The Place of his 
Reſidence was Ceann Coradh, where his Retinue was be- 
coming the Majeſty of an Iriſb Monarch, and whi- 
ther the three Provinces of the Ifland brought their 
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Subſidies and Contributions, which were very large, to de- NAN 
fray the Expences of his royal Court, beſide the conſtant 
Revenue which aroſe from the two Provinces of Muu— 
ner, and was paid yearly into his Exchequer. An Ac- 
count of thets Particulars are tranſmitted to us by a 
celebrated Poet and Antiquary in a Poem, which be- 
gins with theſe Words, Boiroimbe Baile na Riogh. This 
Writer expreſily relates the conſtant Tribute both of 
Proviſions and other Neceſſaries, that was paid 
not only by the two Provinces of Munſter, but by the 
other three Provinces of the Iſland. The Particulars 
are ſpecified in the following Order. Two thouſand dos troy 4. 
fix hundred and ſeventy Beeves, one thouſand three phie 
hundred and ſeventy Hogs, a hundred and eighty Loads Bas 
or Tuns of Iron, three hundred and twenty five Ho 3 5⁰ 
ſheads or Pipes of Red Wine, and one hundred and fifty Abrtartor 
Pipes of other Wines, of various Sorts, and five hun- ma bor 
dred Mantles. Theſe annual Tributes, appointed for“ 4. 
the Uſe and Service of the Crown, were [aid by pub- 
lick Laws upon the ſeveral Countries of the Iſland, and 
in the following Proportion, Eight hundred Cows, 
and eight hundred Hogs, were fixed upon the Province 
of Conacht, and appointed to be ſent in annually upon 
the firſt Day of November; five hundred Clokes or Man- 
tles, and five hundred Cows, were to be ſupplied from 
the Country of Tyrconnel; ſixty Hogs, and ſixty Loads 
or Tuns of Iron, was the yearly Tribute of the Inha- 
bitants of Tir Eogain; one hundred and fifty Cows, and 
one hundred and fifty Hogs, were to be paid by the Clana 
Rughruidhe in the Province of Ulſter; one hundred and 
ſixty Cows was the Contribution of the Oirgiallachs; 
three hundred Beeves, three hundred Hogs, and three 
hundred Loads or Tuns of Iron, were to be paid by 
the Province of Leſter; ſixty Beeves, ſixty Hogs, and 
ſixty Loads or Tuns of Iron, were provided by the 
People of Offery; one hundred and fifty Pipes or Hog- 
ſheads of Wine was the Proportion of the Danes who 
inhabited the City of Dublin, and three hundred and 
ſixty five Pipes or Hogſheads of Red Wine, was the 
yearly Tribute demanded from the Danes of Lime- 
rick, 

The great Revenues that were paid annually into the 
e of this. Prince, by the ſeveral Counties 
throughout the Iſland, are an evident Teſtimony of 
the Pomp and Grandeur of his royal Court at Ceann Co- 
2 6 L radh, 
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ab, with what Liberality and Magnificenec he ſup- 


a 
T 


ported his princely Character, and how he exceeded the 
Munificence and State of moſt of his Predeceſſors. It 
would be inconſiſtent with the Brevity of this Chronicle, 
to take particular Notice of all the Virtues and Accom- 
pliſhments of this /-;/þ Monarch; and of the ſeveral Laws 
which he ordained for the Government. of his King- 
dom. Among the reſt, what Injunctions he eſtabliſh'd 
for regulating the Precedency of the Nobility, when 
they took their Places in the publick Aſſemblies con- 
ven'd by his Summons; of which the Curious may be 


do dliße 2m throughly inform'd by having Recourſe to the poetical 
erreee bi Compoſition abovemention'd, where the ſeveral Orders 


are at large expreſs d; but it may not be improper to ob- 
ſerve in this Place, that none, of whatever Quality, were 
permitted to wear Arms in the Court of this Prince, 


but the noble Tribe of the Dailgais, as the following 
Verſes expreſlly teſtify. 


The moſt illuſtrious Tribe of Dailgais, 
Alone were honour d with the Privilege 
Of wearing Arms when they appear d at Court. 


Bryen Boiroimbe King of Ireland, having thus eſta- 
bliſh'd his Revenues, and recover'd by his publick Mu- 
nificence and other Virtues, the ancient Character of 
the /7:/h, that had been declining for ſome Ages, re- 
ſolv'd to build ſome Shipping, and become formidable 
at Sea: For this Purpoſe he ſent a Meſſenger to deſire 
Maolmordha Mac Murchudha, King of Leinſter, to ſend 


him three of the longeſt and largeſt Maſis that could 


be found in his Territories. The Requeſt was imme- 


diately granted by the Provincial Prince, who order'd 
his Woods to be ſurvey'd, and the faireſt Trees to be 
cut down, and hewed by Shipwrights, and ſent them to 
the Court of Ceann Coradh, and came himſelf to pre- 
ſent, them to the King of Ireland. The firſt of theſe 
Maſts was carried by the Inhabitants of Jobh Failge, 
the ſecond by the People of Jobh Faolam, and the 
third by Jobh Murreadburg. In their Way as they came 
through a Place call'd HMabb and Bhoguig, or as other 


do honda Authors aſſert, at a remarkable Bog near the Wood 


7d Tri 


RH ro. Where the Trees grew, there aroſe a violent Conteſt 


Wi { 


between the three Tribes, that were appointed to carry 


the Maſts, about the Point of Precedence, and the Diſ- 
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pute was, which of thoſe Tribes ſhould go foremoſt with SV 
their Burden, and be firſt admitted into the Preſence of 

the King of Ireland. This Controverſy was carried 

on with great Heat and Animoſity on all Sides, and at 

length came to the Ears of Mao/mordha King of Leinſter, 

who inſtead of behaving as a Neuter in the Quarrel, 
immediately got from his Horſe and declared himſelf 

in favour of the Tribe of Jobh Faolain. He ruſhed in- 

to the midſt of the Throng, and by Force coming to 

the Maſt that belong'd to that Tribe, he clapt his Shoul- 

ders under it as a common Bearer, and took his Share 

of the Burden with the reſt. But in the Struggle he 

made to diſtinguiſh himſelf upon this Occaſion, the H- 

ver Button that kept together his rich Mantle flew off 

and was loſt. This Mantle, worn by the King of Lein- 

fer, was made of the richeſt Silks, embroider'd in a 
ſplendid Manner with Gold and Silver, the Bottom of | 
it was fring'd about with a Lace of ineſtimable Value, [ 
and had ſome Time ago bcen preſented to this Prince 
by Bryen Boiroimbe King of Ireland. 

The King of Leinſter interpoſing by his Authority 0 
in this Diſpute, the Tribes proceeded leiſurely in their - 
Journey, and by flow Marches arrived at Ceann Coradb, 
where they were courteoully received, and were honou- | 
rably rewarded by the King. The King of Leſter 
was admitted into the Court, where he was welcomed | 

i 


by his Siſter, whoſe Name was Germ Fhlath, and who 

by her Marriage with Bryen Boiroimbe, was acknow- 
ledg'd Queen of Ireland. After the uſual Ceremonies | 
were paſt between the Brother and Siſter, the King of | 
Leinſter deſired the Queen that ſhe would be pleaſed to 
fix a Button upon his Mantle, in the Place of one he 
had loſt in a Diſpute that aroſe between the Tribes 
that were appointed to carry the Maſis, which he was 
proud of the Honour of bearing upon his Shoulders, as 
a Teſtimonyhef his Subjection and Obedience to her 
Huſband the King of /reland. The Queen reflecting 
upon the Glory of her Anceſtors, who never paid Ho- 
mage to any Prince in the World, (but the dnt of [re- 
land) was ſo incenſed at this ſervile Diſpoſition of her Bro- 
ther, that ſhe upbraided him ſeverely for his Cowardice and 
Meanneſs of Spirit, for degenerating from the Courage and 
Bravery of his Family, and ſubmitting under a Voke that 
was never worn by any of her illuſtrious Houſe, and by that 
means entailingBondage and Slavery upon all hisPoſterity; 
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and pulling the Mantle from his Shoulders with Indig- 


nation, ſhe threw it into the Fire. 
The King of Leinſter was moved with this violent 
and bold Remonſtrance from his Siſter, but he ſup- 
reſs'd his Paſhon at that Time, and made no Reply; 
bas the next Day it happen'd that Morrougb the Son 


of Bryen, and Conumg the Son of Dunchuam were play- 


ing at Tables, (though other Writers aſſert that the 
Confeſſor of St. Caomhgin of Glimdalach was engaged 
in the Game with Morrough) and the King of Leinſter 
ſtood by, but as an unfair Spectator he adviſed Dunchu- 
ain to make a Point in his Tables, which had that 
effect, that Morrough loſt the Game. This ungenerous 
Behaviour was ſo reſented by the Prince of Ireland, 
that among other things deliver'd in Paſhon, he told 
the King of Leinſter that it was by his Advice that 
the Dares loſt the Battel of Gleann Madhma; which 
Charge occaſion'd the King of Leinſter to reply, that if 
the Danes were defeated by his Advice, he would ſoon 

ut them in a Way to retrieve their Loſs, and 
ol full Revenge upon himſelf and his Father the 
King of Ireland. The Prince made Anſwer, that thoſe 
Foreigners had been ſo often chaſtiſed by the ib Ar- 
my, that he ſtood in no fear from any Attempt they 
could make, though the King of Leſter was at the 
Head of them. Maolmordha immediately retired to his 
Chamber, and overcome with reflecting upon the In- 
dignity he had received, he refuſed to eat or drink pub- 
lickly, as his Cuſtom was; and leſt the Prince of /re- 
land ſhould find Means to ſeize npon his Perſon, 


do Nog and prevent his Return, heroſe early the next Morning, 


lain an- 


1. 


and left the Court full of Indignation and Deſire of Re- 
venge, which he reſolv'd upon the firſt Opportunity to 
put in Execution. 

The King of Leinſter was ſoon miſſing, and Bryen 
Burombe conſidering that he was gong without the 
Ceremony of taking Leave, was reſolv'd if poſſible by 
fair Means to induce him to return; and for that pur- 
poſe he diſpatch'd a Meſſenger after him, to deſire he 
would come back to Ceann Coradb, and receive a Pre- 
ſent from the King of Ireland, which he had provided 
as an Acknowledgment for his paſt Services. The 
Meſſenger overtook the King of Leinſter upon the Eaſt 
Side of the River Shannon near Killaloe, and having de- 
liver'd his Meſſage from his Maſter, Maolmordba in his 
= Il Paſſion * 


paſſion ſtruck him violently thrice upon the Head wit 
a Cane he had in his Hand, by which means he frac- 

tured his Skull. The Name of this Meſſenger was Co- 
garan, who by reaſon of his Wound was obliged to be 
carried back to Ceann Coradh in a Litter; from this un- 
fortunate Perſon 7% Cogaran, in the Province of 
Munſter, receiv'd its Name. Upon his return relatin 

the cruel Circumſtances of his Uſage, the houſhold 
Troops deſired leave to perſue the King of Leinſter, 

and bring him to anſwer for this barbarous Treatment 1 
of the King's Meſſenger, who repreſented the King, 7 
and therefore it reflected upon his Majeſty's Honour, | 
to permit an Indignity of this Nature to paſs unpu- 

niſh'd. But the King of Vreland conſidering that Ma- 
olmordha had received an Affront in his Palace againſt 

the Laws of Hoſpitality, he appeaſed the Fury of his 
Guards, and told them he would chaſtiſe the Inſolence 

of the King of Leſter at his own Doors, and fo per- 

mitted him to make his Eſcape, and to return with Safe- 

ty into his own Province. 

Immediately upon his Arrival the King of Leinſter 

ſummon'd a Convention of the principal Nobility and 

Eſtates of his Country, and repreſenting the Uſage he 
received at the Court of Ceann Coradh, and relating the »o Ng 
Indignity of the Action in the moſt aggravating Circum- aid nn 
ſtances, the whole Aſſembly 9 into a Reſo- xo 7. 
lution to join the Power of the Danes, and to fall 
upon the King of Ireland; which Deſign was ſoon af- 
ter executed in the Battel of Cu Tarf, as will 
be particularly mention'd in the Courſe of this Hi- 
ſtory. 
4 muſt be obſerv'd in this Place that Bryen Borroimbe, 

King of ſrelaud, had fo mach at Heart the Honour 
of his Country, that by his Authority he expell'd all 
the Danes throughout the Iſland, except ſuch as inha- 
bired the Cities of Dublin, Wexford, Waterford, Cork, 
and Limerick, whom he permitted to remain in the 
Country for the Benefit of Trade; for theſe Foreigners 
were a mercantile People, and by Importation ſupplied 
the Kingdom with Commodities that ſerv'd both for 
Pleaſure and Uſe, and by this Means were a publick 
Advantage to the whole Nation; The King of Lein- 
fer determin'd to proſecute his Deſign, and for that 

urpoſe he diſpatch'd his Meſſengers ro the King of 
Da card to defire the Aſſiſtance of Auxiliary Forces 
nl 6 M 4 againſt. 
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3 againſt the King of Vreland, who had erected a Tyran” 
R 2 ny in the Iſland, and uſed the Danes with great Bar- 

reafa go barity, and forc'd them to abandon their Poſſeſſions in 

eur locler the Country. The Daniſh King complied with his 

Solicitation, and ſelecting a choice Body of his Army, 

conſiſting of twelve thouſand Men, he plac'd them un- 

der the Command of two of his Sons, Carolus Cuutus and 

ik | Andrew, who fafely arrived with them at the Port of 

8 Dublin. 

8 The King of Leinſter having received this foreign 

Aid, he ſent a Herald to Bryen Boiroimbe, to challenge 

him to fight him at Cluantarf: By this Time the King 

of Ireland had Intelligence of the Landing of the Danes, 

which News not only ſurpriſed the Court of Ceann Co- 
f radb, but the whole Kingdom was alarm'd, as dreadin 

9 the Conſequences of a War, which had ſo terrible an Aſ- 

i pect, and might be attended with an Iſſue fatal to the 

Peace and Liberty of the Ifland. But the Heart of 

Bryen was a Stranger to Fear, and therefore he accept- 

ed of the Challenge, and collected all the Force he 

I. was able, to repell this formidable Conſpiracy of Natives 

\ and Foreigners, and reduce the State to its priſtine 

Tranquillity ; for this Purpoſe he muſter'd in the firſt 

if Place the Provincial Troops of Munſter and Conacht, 
| which confiſted of a Number of martial Clans, amon 

whom were the Poſterity of Hachaab Muilleathan with 

| all their Dependents. The Poſterity of Cormac Cas 

4 roſe in Defence of their Country, which were branch'd 

out into ſeveral Families, ohh Bloid, Fobh Caiſin, Clann 

Aonguſa Cinnathrach, Cineal Baoth, Cineal Cuallachta, 

* Cinneal Failbhe, and Clan Eachach, with Ceallach Son 

# | of Dubhgin, Clan Cuilleain, Meanmaim the Son of Aſi- 

odha, Son of Soda, Son of Maolclutbe, Cineal Fear- 

mach with Maolmeadha, Son of Baodan. There came 

likewiſe to the Support of publick Liberty the Sons of 

oo flues Kennedy the Son of Lorcan, whoſe Names were Dwun- 

W %  chuam, Eichiarumn, Aunluan, Lachina, Coſgrach, Lor- 

can Seanachan, Ogan, Maolruadhna, and Aingiab; Mor- 

rough the Prince of Ireland was reſolv'd to diſtinguiſh 

himſelf in this Expedition, and took with him his Son 

Turlough and his five Brothers, Teige, Donough, Daniel, 

Connor and Flann; The Sons of Duncbuain, the Son 

of Kennedy), voluntarily offer'd their Service to the 

King of /reland; their Names were Lunargan, Crillie- 

chair, Kennedy, Fiangalach and Jonnrachtach. © a 
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the Son of Jonnrachtach and Dubhgin, the Son of Ho- 
chaidh and Beolan, appear'd at the Head of their Friends, 
Relations and Dependents, to fight for the common 
Cauſe againſt the King of Leinſter, who conſpired 
with a foreign Power to bring Slavery upon his Coun- 
try. The King of /reland was ſupported likewiſe by 
the, Aſſiſtance of Teige, the Son of Morrough O Kelly, 
King of O Maine, who had raiſed a ſtrong Body of 
Men out of the Province of Conacht, and appeared at 
the Head- of them; and this gave Encouragement. to 
Maolruahdna na Paidre O Heon, the Prince of Aidhne, 
with many others of the firſt Quality and Intereſt in 
their Country, to gather what Strength they were. a- 
ble, which amounted to a conſiderable Number, be- 
cauſe of their near Relation to Bryen Boiroimbe, whoſe 
Mother was a Princeſs of that Province. Maolſcach- 
luin, the depoſed King of Ireland, muſter'd all his Forces 
in the Country of Meath, and joined the whole Body 
of the [r:i/h Army; With theſe Auxiliaries Bryen Boiro- 
imbe began to march, and directed his Courſe to the 
Plains of Magh Nealta, where they found the King of 
Leinſter and the Daniſh Forces, expecting his Arrival. 
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Morrough O Bryen was appointed General of the Moms- eealg ba- 
nians and the Troops of Conacht; but Maolſcachluin of ael u 


the King of Meath drew off his Men from the 9 


Army, and refuſed to be concern'd in the Engagement; 
for he thought to be reveng'd upon Bren, who had 
rob'd him of the Crown of Ireland, and ſuppoſed that 
by his Deſertion at ſo nice a Conjuncture, he ſhould 
infuſe a Terror into the reſt of the Troops, and oc- 
caſion the Defeat of the whole Army. He therefore 
drew off with the Forces of his Country, and planted 
himſelf at a convenient Diſtance in expectation of the 
Event. | | | 

And now both Armies being drawn up in Order of 
Battel, the Sign was given, and the Charge began dread- 
fully on both Sides. The Conduct of the Officers and 
the Bravery of the Soldiers at firſt ſeem'd equal; there 
was no breaking of Ranks, for every Man ſtood im- 
moveable in his Poſt till he fell, and was ſupported 
with the ſame Courage by thoſe behind him. In this 
Manner the Fight continued doubtful and terrible, and 
Victory for ſome Time hover'd in Suſpenſe over both 


Armies, but at laſt, after great Slaughter, and the moſt 


bloody Conteſt, pronounc'd in favour of the King of 
203 * Ireland ; 
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elan; for the Danes could not ſtand the Shock, but 
were diſorder d, which made Way for a general Ront, 
which ſoon followed; the Forces of Leinfler were ter- 
rified by the Flight of their Auxiliaties , and fo the 
Defeat was univerſal, and the [+:/þ following their 
Blow, and animated with a Pig of Victory, drove 
the Enemy out of the Field. In this Engagement, which 
concluded with the Loſs of many brave Perſons, fell 
the General of the Danes, Carolus Cyntus and Andrew, 
the Sons of the King of Denmark, whoſe Death was 
attended by the chiefeſt Foreigners, who inhabited the 
City of Dublin, of whom four thouſand were flain in 
the firſt Charge. The unfortunate ang of Leinſter, 
whoſe Paſſion and Inadvertency was the firſt Occaſion 
of the War, did not ſurvive the Action of that Day, 
and the aire © Nobility and Gentry of his Province 
accompanied him as a Retinue into the other World; 
and the Number of the Leinſter Forces that were ſlain 
amounted to three thouſand ſeven hundred. Nor was 
the Succeſs of the Victors obtained without great Slaugh- 
ter of Perſons of the firſt Quality and Diſtinction, among 
an date the reſt fell Morrongh O Bryen, and the greateſt Part of 
2 cab the Nobility of the two Provinces of Munſter and Cu- 
nacht, whoſe Loſs was followed by four thouſand of 
the /r:/þ Army who periſh'd in the Action. The Danes 
were the greateſt Sufferers in this Battel, but their Loſs 
was in ſome Meaſure recompenſed by the Death of 
Bryen Boiroimbe King of Ireland, whom they flew in 
their Retreat; for a Body of theſe Foreigners in their 
Flight chanc'd to paſs by the royal Pavilion of the 
King, which when they underſtood, they enter'd under 
the Leading of Brnadar that was the Captain of thoſe 
Runaways, and finding the King of Ireland, they drew 
upon him and flew him; but the Death of this Mo- 
narch was ſoon reveng'd by the {r:h Guards, who 
coming into the Tent, and ſeeing the King dead up- 
on the Ground, fell upon Bruadar and his prong 
Danes and cut them all to Pieces. | 
It may not be 1 in this Place to inſert a Lift 
of the Principal of the h Army, who were ſlain in 
this Engagement, which upon the beſt Survey ſtands 
as follows. Turluigb the Son of Morrough, the Son of 
Bryen King of freland; Cuming the Son of Dunchuan, 
the Son of Kennedy; Mothla the Son of Daniel, the 
Son of Faolan, King of Deſſie in the Province of N. 
r, 
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fter; Eochaidh the Son of Dunadhaigh, King of Clan VV 
Sganlan, Niall O Cum, and Cudoilaig the Son of Ken— 

nedy; Teige the Son of Morrough 0 Kelly King of Ovonareor- 
Maine, Geibhionach the Son of Dubhagain King of Fear- hr 
mioys, Maolruadbna na Paire O Heyn King of Aidhne; tuana 3% 
Mac Beathaig the Son of Muauireadbach, the Heir appa- . 
rent in the Succeſſion to the Kingdom of Kerry Lua- 

chra; Daniel Mac Dermott the King of Corca Baiſgin; 

Scanlan the Son of Cathall, King of Enganacht Locha 

Lein, Daniel the Son of Eimbin, Son of Cainaig; Mor- 

mor Muircadbach ſirnamed the Great of the Kingdom 

of Scotland, with many more of the Gentry of the 

Iſland, whoſe Names are not tranſmitted, who fell in 

this memorable Battel. This Action happen'd in the 

Year of our Redemption one thouſand and thirty four, 

upon Good Friday, as the Lines of a Poem particularly 
mention in this Manner. 


The moſt renown'd Bryen Boiroimhe 
Was ſlain a thouſand four and thirty Tears 
After the Birth of Chriſt. 


This Monarch lived to a venerable old Age, and loſt 
his Life in this Engagement, after he had lived four- 
ſcore and eight Years; This Computation is recorded in 
the ſame Poem in the Verſes ſubjoin'd. 


In the moſt dreadful Fight of Cluantarf 
Was ſlain the valiant Monarch of the Iſland, 
Aſter à Life of eighty and eight Tears. 


The Iriſb Army having obtained this ſignal Victory, 
though with the Loſs of the moſt eminent Officers, 
and the principal Nobility of the Ifland, determin'd 
to break up and return home. Accordingly they be- 
gan their March, and the Tribe of Dailgaiſe and the 
Poſterity of Fiachadh Muilleathan, happen'd to take the 
ſame Rout and came together as far as Mullach Maiſte- oo da F uag 
aun. Here the Family of Fiachadb Muilleathan reſoly'd N*van ar- 
to ſeparate from the other Tribe, who were under the 
Conduct of Donough the Son of Bren; but before they 
parted they agreed to ſend a Meſſenger to Donoughb, to 
demand his Submifhon, and that he would relinquiſh 
his Pretenſions to the Crown of Munſter, that by an- 
cient Contract was to' be alternately govern'd by both 
5 6N T ribes, 


510 The GENERAL HISTORY of 


WYV Tribes, they inſiſted farther that he ſhould ſend Hoſtages as 
a Security for his Obedience, for his Father and Uncle 
received Hoſtages from them ; and now they reſolved 
to vindicate their Right, and to ſettle the Succeſſion 
in the ancient Channel, as formerly ſtipulated between 
the two Families. Dozough was ſurpriſed at this Meſſage, 
and return'd for an Anſwer, that the Submiſſion they 
paid to his Father and Uncle was involuntary, and 
extorted from them by Force, for the whole Nation 
was compell'd by Arms into Subjection and to deliver 
Hoſtages, and replied farther, that they durſt not be ſo 
inſolent in their Demands, if they had not taken the 
Advantage of his Misfortunes, and that if the brave 
Tribe of Dailgais, had not ſuffer'd ſo deeply in the 
laſt Battel, he would inſtead of giving up Hoſtages, cha- 
ſtiſe them into their Obedience, and oblige them to give 
him ſufficient Security for their future Conduct and 
Submiſſion. The Forces of Deſinond receiving this An- 
ſwer, determin'd to fall r ee unprepared as 
he was, and immediately ſtood to their Arms. The 
Tribe of the Dalgais perceiving that they were in inſtant 
Danger of being ſet upon, commanded that their Sick 
and Wounded, who were unfit for Action, ſhould be 
diſpoſed of in a ſtrong Garriſon that was on the Top 
of Mullach Maiſteann, and that the third Part of the 
ſound Forces ſhould be left to guard and ſecure them 
from any Attempts of the Enemy, and that the remain- 
ing Body ſhould engage the Deſinoniam Army, though 
ſuperior in Number; for the Tribe of the Dailgais, af- 
ter this Deduction, amounted to no more than a thou- 

* ſand complete Men, and the Enemy were full three 

4 __ thouſand. | 

But the Wounded and Sick reſolv'd not to be ſepa- 

rated from their Companions, and charm'd with the 

2 of their General, agreed, notwithſtanding the 

Anguiſh of their Wounds, to ſhare in the common E- 

vent, and abide the Iſſue of a Battel. Accordingly 

> they refuſed to be put into Garriſon, and ſeizing their 

1. Weapons, and ſtopping their Wounds with Moſs, they 

prepared for the Fight. This ſurpriſing Courage of the 
do exovef Dailgais ſo aſtoniſh'd the Deſinoniam Army, that they 
e deſiſted from their Pretenſions, and withdrew their 
Forces, and continued their March homewards; the 
Dailgais likewiſe directed their Courſe towards Athy, 
that ſtands upon the Bank of the River Bearow, and 


"ms 3 : refreſhed 
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n i; 
refreſhed themſelves with Drinking the Water of that 
Stream. | 

But this illuſtrious Tribe met with new Difficulties in 
their Return, for Donough Mac Giolla Patrick, that was da145mtcs 
King of Oer), —_— raiſed a conſiderable Army of 1 —— 
his own Subjects and the People of Leinſter, reſolv'd to 3 TY 
hinder the March of the Dailgais, and oppoſe their te 7. 
Journey through any Part of his Territories; for this 
Purpoſe he ſent out Scouts and Spies to attend the Mo- 
tions of this Tribe, and to bring him Intelligence of 
every Day's March, ſince they began their Journey from 
the Battel of Cluantarf. The King of Oer) had con- 
ceived an invincible Hatred againſt the Dailgais, becauſe 
Bryen Boiroimbe had made his Father Priſoner, and kill'd 
many of his Subjects; and therefore he thought that it 
was ſeaſonable for him at this Time to take Revenge 
for the Indignities his Father had received, which he |; 
propoſed to accompliſh by haraſſing the Dailgais and | 
cutting them off in their Return; but before he began Ho- | 
ſtilities he ſent a Meſſenger to Donough, the General of that ö 
Tribe, to Athy, where he was incamp'd, to demand Ho- | 
ſtages from him as Security that he would not commit | 
any Outrages in paſſing through his Country; or if he 
refuſed, the King of Of/ery would oppoſe his March and 
prevent his Return; Donough received this inſolent De- 
mand with Scorn and Indignation, and inſtead of com- 
plying, return'd for an Anſwer, that he was amazed ar 
the Baſeneſs of the King of Ofery, for taking Advan- 
tage of the Diſtreſs of his Army; but notwithſtanding 
his Men were fatigued by their long Journey, he would 
decide the Diſpute with him in a pitch'd Battel, and 
give him ample Satisfaction; and told the Meſſenger 
withal, that it was the greateſt Misfortune of his whole 
Life to be inſulted by Mac Giolla Patrick, whom he 
ever deſpiſed as below his Notice; but now his Cir- 
cumſtances were ſo chang'd, as to put him under the 
Contempt of a cowardly Prince, who had the Inſolence 
to demand Hoſtages, or to challenge him into the 
Field, where he did not doubt to make him feel the 
Force of his Arms, and of his couragious Followers, 
who were juſtly eſteem'd invincible. The Meſſenger, 
inſtead of returning the Anſwer, preſumed to difluade 
Danough from his Deſign of fighting, and inſiſted that 
his Men were in no. Capacity to engage with the Forces 
of his Maſter, whoſe Army was freſh and in good 


7 Nia : Hear t, 


heart, and ſeem'd impatient to enter into the Field. 


' honed da- and ſtopping their Wounds a ſecond Time with Moſs, 
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But Donough replied with his uſual Majeſty, that if the 
Law of Nations had not ſecured him from ill Treat- 
ment, he would inſtantly cut his Tongue out for his In- 
ſolence, and order'd him out of his Preſence with this 
Injunction, to tell his Maſter that he would meet him 
and his Subjects of Ofſery in the Field, if he had but 
one Man to ſtand by him. 

With this Anſwer the Meſſenger return'd; and Do— 
nogh drew up his Men in Order of Battel ; His Sick and 
Wounded he defign'd to commit to the Charge of one 
third Part of his Army, and with the reſt he reſolv'd 
to engage the Enemy; but the wounded Soldiers, who 
were lying upon the Ground, immediately ſtarted up, 
and by the Violence of the Motion, burſting open their 
Wounds, they deſired their General not to leave them 
behind, but ſuffer them to have a Part in the Action; 


2 they laid hold of their Weapons, and took their Places 
wa in their Ranks, reſolv'd to aſſiſt their Companions and 
come off with Victory, or bravely die in the Attempt. 
But moſt of them were reduced ſo weak by Loſs of 
Blood, that they could not ſtand upon their Legs; and 
to remedy this Misfortune, they deſired the General, that 
a Number of Stakes ſhould be cut in the neighbouring 
Wood and driven into the Ground: Every wounded 
Soldier was to be tied faſt to one of theſe Piles, and 
vo . regularly between two ſound Men, which would 
zay anf. have that Effect, that their ſound Companions would 
be aſhamed to fly and abandon them in that helpleſs 
Condition to the Fury of the Enemy, and therefore 
it would ſharpen their Courage to reflect, that nothin 
but Victory could ſecure the Lives of their diſtreſs'd 
Friends, who would be cut off to a Man if they were 
not relieved by the Bravery of their fellow* Soldiers. 
This Propoſal was put in Execution, to the great Sur- 
priſe of the Enemy, who judg'd that they had nothing 

to expect but Death or Victory. 

The Army of Leinſter and Oer), under the Command 
of Mac Giolla Patrick, were aſtonith'd at the Reſoluti- 
on of that martial Tribe, who were under Arms ex- 

pecting the Sign of Battel. They poſitively refuſed to 
hght, and told the King in a mutinous Manner, that 
nothing but a Defeat was to be expected from the 
Bravery of the Dailgais; that the Wounded were as 


4 eager 
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eager to engage as the Sound, and therefore they would VV 


not run willfully into the Jaws of Lions, who would 
inevitably tear them to Pieces. Mac Giolla Patrick 
was aſhamed, after he had given the Challenge, to re- 
tire without fighting, and upbraiding his Army with 
Fear and Cowardice, inſiſted that they had the Advan- 
tage of Numbers, that the Enemy were but a Hand- 
ful of Men, worn out with grievous Wounds and long 
Marches, and that the firſt Charge mult give them 
Poſſeſſion of Victory. But the Courage of the Dailgais 
and their unexpected Reſolution, had impreſs'd ſuch a 
Terror upon the Army of Leinſter, that they refuſed 


abſolutely to engage with ſuch deſperate Enemies; and 


the King fearing a general Mutiny and Defection, was 
obliged to give over his Deſign, and content himſelf 
with falling upon the Dailgais, and by conſtant Skir- 
miſhes and Stratagems of War, to cut them off in their 
Retreat. And this Method was ſo ſucceſsfully execu- 
ted, that he annoy'd the Dailgais, and deſtroy'd more 
of their Men than he could poſſibly have done in a 
pitch'd Battel, The Conduct and Experience of Do- 
nough was remarkable in making good his Retreat, 
and ſecuring his Men againſt the ſudden Attacks of the 
Enemy, but notwithſtanding all his Diligence and Cau- 
tion, he brought back into their own Country no 
more of that valiant Tribe than eight hundred and fif- 
ty; for a great Number periſh'd in the bloody Fight 
of Cluantarf, and one hundred and fifty were cut 
off in their Return by Mac Giolla Patrick King of 


Offery. 


573 


The memorable Battel of Cluantarf makes ſuch ee 
Figure in the /7;/þ Hiſtory, that it may not be im- 8 


proper, over and above what has been ſaid, to take No- 
tice of a particular Deſcription of that Fight that was 
| ſent to Clan Colman, by Maolſeachluin the Son of Daniel 
King of Meath, a Month after the Engagement. I ne- 
ever, ſays he, beheld with my Eyes nor read in Hiſtory, 
* an Account of a ſharper and bloodier Fight than this 
* memorable Action; Nor if an Angel from Heaven 
© would deſcend and relate the Circumſtances of it, could 
<«« you without difficulfy be induced to give Credit to it: I 
<« withdrew with my Troops under my Command, and was 
te no otherwiſe concern'd than a Spectator, and ſtood at 
no greater Diſtance than the breadth of a fallow Field 
** andaDitch, When both the powerful Armies engaged, 
4 6 O | 4 «and 
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o and grapled in cloſe Fight, it was dreadful to behold 


c how the Swords glitter'd over their Heads, being ſtruck 


« by the Rays of the Sun, which gave them an Appear- 


do tud gz © ance of a numerous Flock of white Sea Gulls flying in the 


c1i-declrand cc 


c anſo. 


Air; the Strokes were ſo mighty, and the Fury of the 
« Combatants ſo terrible, that great Quantities of Hair 
ce torn or cut off from their Heads by their ſharp Wea- 
e pons, was driven far off by the Wind, and their Spears 
e and Battel Axes were ſo encumber'd with Hair, cemented 
together with clotted Blood, that it was ſcarce poſ- 
« ſible to clear or bring them to their former Bright- 
© neſs. | 

It was obſerv'd before that Maolſeachluin, with his 
Forces raiſed out of the Country of Meath, though 
he join'd the Army of Bryen Boiroimbe, as if he deſign'd 
to fight in Defence of his Cauſe, yet when he came 
to the Field of Battel was ſo influenc'd by the Danes, 
that he withdrew, and at a Diſtance was a Spectator.of 
the Fight. Nor did Cincal Eogain, though he offer'd 
his Aſſiſtance to the King of [re/and, bear a Part in 
the Action of that Day; for that Monarch had ſuch 
Confidence in his own perſonal Courage, and the 
Bravery of his Army, that he told them, ſince he had 
fought ſo many Battels, and obtained ſo many Victo- 
ries, without their Auxiliary Troops, he would not la 
himſelf under an Obligation at preſent, but would 


take the Succeſs or the Defeat of that Day wholly up- 
on himſelf. | 


4.D. 139. Maolſeachluin again recover'd the Crown of Ireland, 


and was the ſucceeding Monarch after the Death of 
Bryen Boiroimbe, who was flain in the Battel of Cluan- 
zarf, and govern'd the Ifland nine Years, though ſome 
Authors place ten Years to his ſecond Reign. This 
Prince, in Conjunction with O Neill and O Maoldorutg, 
led a formidable Army to the City of Dublin, which 
he ſurpriſed, and after it was plunder'd by the Soldiers 
he ſet it on Fire. The Danuiſh Inhabitants of that City, 
who eſcap'd the Battel of Cluantarf, and were diſpo- 
ſes'd of their Houſes united in a Body and march'd to 
Jobh Cinnſwlach, which they rifled and burnt to the 
Ground; in this Expedition they ravag'd the Country 
with Fire and Sword, kill'd multitudes of People, and 
carried off many Priſoners. Soon after Maolſeachluin 
King of Ireland enterd the Province of Uſer in a 
hoſtile Manner, and when he had plunder'd the Coun- 
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try he made Slaves of the Inhabitants. Near the ſame 
Time Donagan the King of Leinſter, with many of his 80 bg 
principal Nobility, were barbarouſly murder'd in the 55 tag 103 
Palace of Teige O Ryan, King of Ondrona by Donough ©" '? 
Mac Giolla Patrick. About this Time died the cele- 
brated Mac Liag, who was the moſt eminent Poet in 
the whole Iſland. Maolſcachluin not long after led his 
Army into the Country of Offery, and kill'd Dungal Mac 
Giolla Patrick Mac Donongh, and a great Number of his 
Subjects, and ſuch as eſcaped the Slaughter were made 
Priſoners. There is a Tradition, but upon what Au- 
thority is uncertain , that this Iii Monarch laid the 
Foundation of St. Marys Abby, in the City of Dub- 
lm, in the Year of our Redemption one thouſand forty 
five; but of this we are aſſured, that in his laſt Reign, 
he followed the Example of his Predeceſſor, 
the great Bryen Boiroimbe, and was a Prince of exem- 
plary Goodneſs and Devotion in the latter Part of his 
Life. He repair'd decay'd Churches and Monaſteries, 
and re-eſtabliſt'd the publick Schools that were deſtroy'd 
by the civil Wars and brought to Ruin; and it is aſ- 
ſerted with great Truth, in the Annals of his Reign, that 
he maintained three hundred poor Scholars at his own 
Expence. 

In the Reign of Maolſeachluin, King of Ireland, it 
was, that Hiric the Son of Humphry ſtruck out the Eyes 
of Bran the Son of Maolmordha, Son of Murchadha, in 
the City of Dublin, after he had govern'd the Province 
of Leinſter for two Years. The Danes who inhabited do zaowi 
Dublin under the Conduct of Hitric, plunder'd Ceanan- 1e 
nus in a cruel Manner, kilPd multitudes of People, and ano 6 
forc'd many more into Slavery. About this Time U- 

gaire the Son of Dunlamg, who was King of Leinſter 
for three Years, encounter'd the Danes of Dublin, and 
overthrew them in a pitch'd Battel. Soon after this 
Defeat S$tric the Son of Jombharr, who was Governor 
of the Danes of Waterford, was kill'd by the King of 
Offery. Nor did Maolſeachlum King of Ireland long 
ſurvive, for he died at Cro Inis Locha Haimninm. After 
the Deceaſe of this Prince, ſome of the Chronicles of the 
Ifland give an Account of many Monarchs in Succeſ- 
ſion to the Throne of Vreland; but it is a more pro- 
bable Opinion, that after the Death of this King, till 
the Engliſh arrived, there was no abſolute Monarch of 
the Country, though there were ſeveral who aſſumed to 
21 themſelves 
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[ thernſelves the Name of Kings. The Iſland was go- 


A. D. 1048, 


do F̃uar 
zlas Ana- 
015 mac 8 


vern'd afterwards by petty Princes, as may be col- 
lected from the Teſtimony of a Poet, who has theſe 
Lines. 


After the Death of Maolſeachluin, 
The famous Son of Daniel, Son of Donough, 
There was no Monarch in the Iriſh Throne, 


Donough, the Son of Bryen Boiroimbe, ſucceeded Ma- 
olſeachlum in the Government of Leath Modha, and had 
likewiſe under his Command the greateſt Part of the 
Iriſh Dominions. This Prince injoy'd a long Reign 
of fifty Years, as Florence Mac Carty aflerts, in his gene- 
ral Hiſtory of Ireland, which Computation is ſupported 
by the Authority of other Chronicles, which allow him 
the ſame Time. Some Writers contradict this Opinion, 
and place to this Prince no longer a Reign than twelve 
Years; but the Account of Florence Mac Carty deſerves 
the Preference, for he agrees with the Number of Years 
which paſsd from the Death of Bren Boiroimbe, to 
the firſt Arrival of the Eugliſh, and therefore the laſt 
Computation diſſenting from that Number, is not to be 
believed or allowed of. 8 

About this Time it was that Harolt Conan, by others 
call'd Harott Coran, fled for Refuge into Ireland, where 
he received honourable Support and Protection, be- 
coming his Grandeur and high Quality. Many me- 
morable Tranſactions happen'd in the Reign of Do- 
nough King of Ireland. In his Time Humphry the Son 
of Sitric, who was Commander of the Danes through- 
out the Iſland, was taken Priſoner by Mahon O Riagan 
King of Breag, and was obliged to purchaſe his Free- 
dom at no leſs Expence than two hundred Cows and 
twenty Horſes. In the Year of our Redemption one 
thouſand ſeventy three, FHathbheartach or Flaherty 0 
Neil, undertook a Pilgrimage to Rome, which he ac- 
compliſh'd: Soon after Teige O Lorcain, King of Cinſe- 
alach, departed the preſent Life at Glen da Loch; and 
about the ſame Time died Gormflarth, the Daughter of 
Morough Mac Flinn King of Lemſter, who was Mother 
to Hiric the Son of Humpbry, Commander of the Danes 
in Ireland. This Lady was likewiſe the Mother of 
Donough the Son of Bryen Boiroimbe. Near this Time 
Arthurcileach 0 — King of Breiſne, committed 

| great 
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great Ravages, and plunder'd the Church of Cluain Ie 
arta Breanon, but was chaſtiſed the ſame Day for this 83 
ſacrilegious Action by Danongh King of Ireland, who md bman 
flew him, and deſtroy'd moſt of his Army. The City ee © 
of Waterford was pillag'd and ruined by Diarmuid Mac 2 ada 
Maol Nambo, who after he had ſecured the Plunder ſet the "1993 
Town on Fire and burnt it to the Ground, This D;- 

armuid was at the ſame Time King of Leinſter. Cluain 

Mac Nois was ſoon after miſerably ſpoil'd, and after- 

wards burnt by the People of Conmaicne; but their Bar- 

barity was ſorely puniſh'd by the Hand of God, who 

ſent a peſtilential Diſtemper among them, which oc- 
caſioned a great Mortality, and the Infection reach'd 

their Cattel and carried off whole Droves. 

In the Reign of this Iriſh Prince, Carthach (the Son 
of Juſtin, King of Eoganacht Caſhel,) was burnt to Death 
with many Perſons of the firſt Quality, in a Houſe 
that was ſet on Fire by Mac Longangain the Son of 
Dunchuam. Soon after this Accident Donougb the Son 
of Bryen Boiroimbe was depoſed from his Government 
by the Eſtates of the Kingdom, becauſe he was con- 
cern'd in the Murder of Teige, a Prince of great Hopes, 
who was his elder Brother. After his Expulſion from 
the Throne he was contented to lead a private Life, 
and reſolv'd to ſpend the remaining Part of his Days 
in Piety and Exerciſes of Devotion; and for that pur- 
poſe, according to the Cuſtom of thoſe Times, heygun- 
dertook a religious Pilgrimage to Rome, where he died, 
and was buried in St. Hepben's Abby. 

There are ſome at this Day, who aſſert that the Fa- 
milies of the Powers, the Phunkets, and Euſtaces are de- 
ſcended lineally from the Poſterity of this Donough Son 
of Bryen Boiroimbe; but 1 could never find any Autho- 
rity to juſtifie this Opinion, either in Proſe or Verſe, 
excepting the Compoſition of a modern Poet of a 
late Age, call'd Maolin Mac Bruadeadha, in a Poem 
which begins with theſe Words, Cuirfiod Cumaom ar 
Chlointail. It muſt be obſerv'd in this Place that the Foun- 
dation of this * depends upon an idle fictitious 
Story, of no Truth or Probability, concerning what hap- 

en'd to this Donough after he arrived at Rome. The 
E ſays, that this Prince when he came to that Ci 
got Acceſs to a Lady, who was the Daughter of an 
Emperor, vhom he injoy'd, and became the Father of a 
Son; and from this Son, it ſeems, deſcended the three 
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Families abovemention'd. But in Oppoſition to this 
Story it mult be confider'd that Donough was fourſcore 


dla dome and eight Years of Age before he underrook thar Pil- 
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grimage, and it is png incredible that a young 
Princeſs could be diſpoſed to receive into her Arms 
a Pilgrim of fo advanc'd Years; neither is it to be 
ſuppoſed that if the Lady were inclin'd, Donough, who 
came thither for Devotion, would commit ſuch Wicked- 
neſs, or gratifie her Deſires upon the moſt importunate 
Solicitation; and theſe Reaſons, I preſume, are ſuffici- 
ent to deſtroy the Pretenſions of theſe three Families, 
ſince it is morally impoſhble that Donough ſhould have a Son 
at Rome by an Emperor's Daughter, from whom they va- 
lue themſc}ves tor being deſcended. And as an unan- 
ſwerable Teſtimony upon this Occaſion, it muſt be ob- 
ſerv'd, that the Book call'd Leabhar Audala, that was 
tranſcrib'd out of the Book of Mac Hogan, about 
four hundred Years ago, as near as can be com- 
puted, aſſerts poſitively that Donongh the Son of Bryen 
Boiroimbe, after he had hniſh'd his Pilgrimage at Rome, 
took upon him a religious Habit in St Stephens Abby, 
where he ſpent the remaining Part of his Life, in 
Piety and Exerciſes of Devotion. Beſides it appears 
evidently to any one who peruſes the Chronicles of 
Ireland that are written by Enghſh Authors, that up- 
on the firſt Arrival of the Eugliſh in that Country, Nobert le 
Poer was among the firſt that landed in the Iſland, from 
whom the Families of the Powers and the Euſtaces origi- 
nally ſprung; as for the Family of the Pluakers the 
ſame Writers aſſert, that they are originally of foreign Ex- 
traction, and deſcended from the Danes, and therefore 
have no Claim to a Deſcent from the ancient Iriſh, 
and by Conſequence not from Donougb the Son of Bry- 
en, King of [reland. 
Turlough was the ſucceeding Monarch; He was the 
Son of Teige, Son of Bowrurmbe, and govern'd the Pro- 
vince of Munſter, and the greateſt Part of the Iſland, 
for the Space of twelve Years, The Mother of this 
Prince was Morling the Daughter of Giolla Bride, King 
of Cimeal Fiachadh and Fear Ceall. Many Tranſactions 
of Importance happen'd in the Reign of this King; 
Connor the Son of Maolſcachluin, the Son of Floinn, was 
murther'd inhumanly by his own Brother, whoſe Name 
was Morough; Connor was at that Time King of Meath, 


and his Head was ſeized by Force by Turlougb, and re- 


moved 
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moved from Cluain Mac Naors to Ceann Coradh, in Or 


der to be interr'd upon the Friday before Eaſter: but 
the Day after the Head was miraculouſly convey'd 
back to Cluam Mac Maois, by the Prayers (Which is 
ſcarce credible) of the pious Caran. 

In the Reign of Turlongb King of Ireland, William 
Rufus King of England had Occaſion for Timber to 
build the Roof of MWeſtminſter Hall; this was about the 
Year of our Redemption one thouſand ninety ſeven ; 
and not contented with the Wood that grew in his 
own Dominions, he ſent a Meſſenger to the King of 
Ireland, to deſire leave that he might be furniſh'd out 
of his Country with a Quantity ſufficient for the Work. 
In the preceding Year a Biſhop, whoſe Name was 


Malchus, was conſecrated by Anſelm Archbiſhop of Can- os owns an 
zerbury. About this Time died Dearbhforguill the 2 edy- 
Daughter of 7eige Mac Giolla Patrick, that was married zgotc14c. 


to Turlugh King of Ireland; and he did not long &. 


ſurvive, but was ſoon after removed to another Life. 


Mortough may be properly ſaid to ſucceed to the“ P. 1110 


Crown of lreland; He was the Son of Teige, the Son 
of Bryen Boiro;mhe, and was the King of Leath Modha 
and the principal Part of the Ifland, and fat upon the 
Throne twenty Years. The Mother of this Prince was Ce- 
allrach the Daughter of /: Eine, who alſo had another 
Son call'd Roger O Connor. Mortough was a Prince of 
reat Virtue and exemplary Piety; he it was that be- 
ſtowed Caſhel upon the Clergy, as a Teſtimony of his 
Munificence and divine Charity, in the firſt Year of his 
Reign, and confirm'd it to them in the Year of our 
Redemption one thouſand one hundred and cleven. 
This /i/þ Monarch ſummon'd a general Aſſembly of 
all the Nobility and Clergy of his Kingdom, and or- 
der'd them by his royal Summons to meet him at a Place 


calbd Hadb Mac Naonguſa. The Clergy of the Iſland, 


who appear'd in that Convention, conſiſted of the Per- 
ſons following; Maolmuire O Dunain Archbiſhop of the 
Province of Munſter, Ceallach Mac Hugh the Converb 
of St Patrick, and Vicar General to the Primate of Ad- 
mach, eight other Biſhops of inferior Dioceſes, three 
hundred and fixty Prieſts and Priors, one hundred and 
forty Deacons, and many other religious Perſons of 
all Orders. In this Convention were many wholſome 
Laws and Regulations eſtabliſh'd, not only for the Go- 


verument of the Clergy, but of the Laity likewiſe, 


throughout 
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WYV throughout the Kingdom; ſoon after Maolmuire O Du- 


he be d. again Archbiſhop of the Province of Munſter was tran- 


guy elerre ſlated to a better Life. 
re Another general Convention was ſummon'din the Reign 
ry Mortough King of Ireland, inthe Year of our Redemp- 
tion one thouſand one hundred and fifteen, by Giolla Eaſ- 
buig Biſhop of Limerick, who was then Legate of [re- 
land, and the firſt Perſon in Authority over the whole 
Aſſembly. The old Book of Cluam Ardnach in Leix, 
gives a particular Account of this ſynodical Meeting, 
and records the principal Tranſactions that were deba- 
ted and agreed upon in that Aſſembly. This Treatiſe 
relates that in that Convocation it was ordained, that 
there ſhould be twelve Epiſcopal Sees fix'd in Leath 
Modha, which contain'd the Southern half of the Iſland, 
and that the ſame Number of Biſhops ſhould be ap- 
pointed in Leath Cumn, which included the Northern 
half: It was agreed likewiſe that two Biſhops ſhould be 
ſettled in the Country of Meath, In this Convention 
don cala the Revenue of the Clergy and the Church Lands 
8 were confirm'd to the ſeveral Biſhops of the Iſland, for 
eag li 76. their Maintenance and Support of the epiſcopal Cha- 
racter, which Lands were to be exempted from Tri- 
bute and Chief Rents and other publick Contributions, 
and ſo remain in that State of Freedom and Indepen- 
dency for ever. At this Time the Boundaries of all 
the Dioceſes in that Iſland were diſtinctly laid out, and 
it was eſtabliſh'd that in the Diviſion of Leath Cuinn, 
there ſhould be twelve Biſhops beſides the Primate, five 
were fix'd in the Province of Ulſter, five in the Pro- 
vince of Conacht, and two in the Country of Meath, 
which make up the whole Number. The Primate 
had the Government of Ardmach, and exerciſed a ſpi- 
ritual Juriſdiction over the whole Kingdom, over Cle» 
_— » Ardſratha, Derry, Comme, and Dun da Leath 

as. 

The Seats of Reſidence for the Biſhops of Meath were 
Dambhliag and Cluam Joraird. The Biſhops in the Pro- 
vince of Conacht reſided at Tuam da Gualann, Cluain Fre- 
bo bataom ata, Brenan, Conga, Kilala and Ard Carna. The Pala» 
4c ces of the Biſhops in Munſter were firſt Caſhel, where 
« leat Aq the Archbiſhop of Leath Modba reſided, Liſmore, or 
% an? Waterford, Cork, Rathmoigh, Deiſgirt, Limerick, Killa- 
loe, and Emlioch Jobbair; theſe ſeven Seats were ap- 
pointed for the Biſhops of Munſter in that Convention. 


In 
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In the Province of Leinſter were ordain'd five Sees, viz, WWW 
Rillcuillin, Lagblin, Kildare, Glean da Loch, and Wex- 
ford, otherwiſe call'd Fearna, which five Sees being ad- 
ded to the ſeven in the Province of Munster above- 
mention'd, make up the Number of twelve, ordain'd in 
the Diviſion of the Iſland diſtinguiſh'd by the Name 
of Leath Modha. The Reaſon why the See of Dub- 
lin is not taken Notice of in this Place, is becauſe the 
Biſhop of that Dioceſe generally received his Conſecra- 
tion from the Hands of the Archbiſhop of Canterbury 
in England. Hanmer the Hiſtorian very unjuſtly aſſerts 
in his Chronicle, that the Clergy of [reland were un- 
der the ſpiritual Juriſdiction of the Archbiſhop of Can- 
zterbury, from the Time of Auguſtine the Monk to the 
Reign of King Henry the Second; but he brings no 
Evidence to confirm this Opinion, nor is it poſſible for 
him to prove that the /r;/þ Clergy paid Obedience to 
any of the Prelates of Canterbury, except to Lanfranc, 
Ranulph and Anſelm; nor at that Time did the Clergy 
in general throughout the Kingdom, pay Obedience to 
theſe Archbiſhops, but only ſuch as lived in Dublin, Ma cu do ele- 
zerford, and Limerick, that originally deſcended from 454 ru 
the Danes, or elſe were of the Norman Race, who were. 
derived from the ſame Extraction. And as a Teſtimony 
not to be denied upon this Occaſion, Iappeal to the Writ- 
ings of that Prodigy of Learning and Induſtry, Archbiſhop 
Uſher, who aflerts the ſame upon good Authority, and 
confutes this Eugliſb Hiſtorian beyond a Poſſibility of 
Reply. It appears therefore evidently that the Num- 
ber of Biſhops in the Province of Munſter were ix, 
and that fix likewiſe were appointed over the Province 
of Leinſter, and all of them were under the ſpiritual 
Power of the Archbiſhop of Caſhel, as Arch Prelate of 
Leath Modha, in Imitation of the Form of Government 
eſtabliſh'd in the State, which whoever pleaſes may be 
fully inform'd of by turning back to the Reign of Lao- 
gaire King of Ireland. 

This Iriſb Synod, call'd the Convocation of Rath Bre- 
aſail, determin'd the Boundaries of the ſeveral Dioceſ- 
es, and fix'd them in the Manner following. The Dio- 
cele of the Biſhop of Ardmach extended from Hiabhb 
or Mount Breag to Cuill Cianachta, and from Brorr to 
Abhain More. TheDioceſe of the Biſhop of Clocharr ex- 
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tended from Abainmore to Gabbail Lunn, and from e 
Mabb or Mount Biatha to Mount Larga. The Dioceſe „ cen. 
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A Sreatha extended from Mount Larga to Cary 
Glas, and from Loch Craoi to Binn Fioblue. TheDio— 
ceſe of the Biſhop of Derry extended from Ea/inadh 
to Srubh Broinn, and from thence to Carn Glas, The 
Dioceſe of the Biſhop of Cumre extended from Biun 
Fiobhne to Torbuirg, and from Port Murbuilg to Hol- 
ſorba, and to Cuan Suamha Haighne, and from Glow 
Riogh to Colbha Gearmann. The Dioceſe of the Biſhop. 
of Dun da Leath Glas is not laid out in the Journal of 
this Convention. The Dioceſe of the Biſhop of Damh- 
liag extended from Mount Breag to Cara Dun Cuarr, 
and from Lochan na Himrime Eaſtwards to the Sea. 
The Dioceſe of Cluain Hivrarrd extended from Clochan 
Eaſtwards to the Shannon, and from Vir Coilte to Cluan 
Conaire, The Dioceſe of Cluain Fearta extended from 
the Shannon to Buirinn, and from EachtighetoSuca, The 
Dioceſe of Tuam extended from Suca to Ard Carna, 
and from Athan Tearmon to the Shannon. The Dio- 
ceſe of Conga, extended from Abham O Brom in the 
North to Neamhiham, and from Athan Tearmon Weſt- 
wards to Killala. The Dioceſe of Alala extended 
from Netmhthin to Eaſiuadb, and from C Ard Bille to 
Srathan Fearainn, The Dioceſe of Ard Carna extended 
from Ard Carna to Shabh an Jarumn, and from Ceis Co- 
rainn to Huircuilten. If the Clergy of the Province of 
Conacht will allow of theſe Boundaries, it will be a 
Satisfaction to me, but if they are diſpleaſed, yet it muſt 
be granted that there were but five Biſhopricks in that 
Province. 
The Dioceſe of the Archbiſhop of Caſhel extended 
from Mount Eibhlinne to the River Huir, and from 
Cnamh Coill by Tipperary to Grein Airbha, that is to 
Croſs Greine Weſtwards. The Dioceſe of Liſmore or 
IVaterford extended from Mileadbach upon the Bank of 
the River Bearrow, to the Meeting of the Aree Streams 
of Corte, and from the River Hh Southwards to the 
Sea. The Dioceſe of Cork extended from Cork to Carn 
1/7 Neid, and from the Black Water Southwards to the 
Sea. The Dioceſe of Rath Maighe Deiſgirt extended 
from Bao: Bearra to Ceann Meara, and from Feil to 
Dairbhre. The Dioceſe of Killaloe extended from 
Shghe Dala to Leim Congcullun, and from Mount Each- 
tuighe to Mount dhe an Riogh, and from thence" to 
Mount or Glean Caoin. The Dioceſe of Limerick ex- 
tended from Maolcearn Weſtwards to Ath an Coinne 
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Lodain, and to Lach Guir, and to Lathach More, and 
from Aidbne Weſtwards, and Ard Patrick South wards, 
and Beallach Feabhrat and Tullach incluſive; Feil and 
Tairbeart Weſtwards, and Cuinche in Thumond Croſs in 
Mount / idbe an Righ, and Dubh Abhain; The Jour- 
nal of that Convention adds this Sanction in this Place, 
Whoever exceeds theſe Boundaries atts contrary to the 
Will of God, and the Intention of H. Peter and St. Pa- 
trick, and all the Chriſtian Churches. The Cathedral of 
this Dioceſe is St. Mary's Church in Limerick. The 
Dioceſe of Emly Jobharir, extended from Cluain Cabin 
to the Black Mater, and from Cuamb Coill by Tippera- 
') to Abhain Alla, The Dioceſe of Kilkenny extended 
rom Mount Bladhma to Mileadbach, and from Grein 
Aub to Mount Mainge. The Dioceſe of Leith Ghy 
extended from Mount Bladhma to Mount dhe in the 
Province of Leſter, and from Mount Mairge to Beal- 
lach Carcrach, and from Beallach Mugna to Teach Mo- 
ling and to Natearmann. The Dioceſe of Kildare ex- 
tended from Ros Fronglaiſe to the Naas in Leinſter, and 
from thence to Cumar Cluana Hioraird, and to the 
Mounts Clin da Loch. The Dioceſe of Glin da Loch 
extends from Erianog to Breigeirinn, to the Naas, and to do beonef 
Reachromn. The Dioceſe of Fearns or Wexford, ex- rw nh DA 
tends from Beigeirn to Mileadhach, on the Weſt of the bug eon 
River Bearow, and from Mount /7dhe in the Province A 
of Leinſter Southwards to the Sea. The Clergy of the xo 9e. 
Province of Leinſter, 1 preſume, will allow of this Me- | 
thod of laying out the Boundaries of the ſeveral Dio- 
ceſes; nor is it to be diſputed that there were any more 
than five Biſhopricks in that Province. The famous 
Convocation of Rath Breaſal and the twenty five Bi- 
ſhops that ſat in that Aſſembly, left the Bleſſing of 
God and their own likewiſe upon the ſucceeding Bi- 
. ſhops, in the twenty five Dioceſes above mention'd, 
who ſhould ſupport and vindicate the Orders and Laws 
that were ordained in that Synod, with Regard to the 
Limits of their ſeveral Biſhopricks, and invok'd dread- 
ful Imprecations upon ſuch who preſumed to violate 
thoſe Injunctions, or diſputed the Authority of that ve- 
nerable Synod. | | 1 
It is obſerv'd by Hacluit in his Chronicle, that when 
Mortough O Bryen was poſſeſs'd of the Government of 
Ireland, the Inhabitants of the neighbouring Iſlands ſent 
a Meſſenger to that Prince, that be would ſend them a 
N R Perſon By 


3 


$24 


1 


oy Ab a5 
donna 


The GENERAL HISTORY 


Perſon of the royal Blood to command thoſe Iſles, dur- 
ing the Minority of Olanus or Humphry the Son of God- 
ſrey, who was apparent Heir to the Crown of thoſe 
Countries. Mortough complied with their Requeſt, and 
ſent a Couſin of his own, whoſe Name was Daniel, the 


Son of Teige O Bryen, who adminiſter'd the Govern- 


ment for the Space of three Years; but notwithſtand- 
ing he was no more than a Viceroy over the People, 
he ruled with that Tyranny and deſporick Power, that 
the Inhabitants began to ſuſpe& his Deſigns, and grew 


maar jealous of their Rights and Privileges, which he attempt- 
pole am a ed to invade, and therefore the principal Perſons of 


10 Te: 


the Iſland depoſed him from his Authority, and ig- 
nominiouſly [ent him back into [reland. | 
We have an Account likewiſe in the ſame Hiſtorian, 
that Magnus the Son of Olanus, the Son of Arailt, that 
was King of Norway, diſpatch'd Meſſengers to Mor- 
tough O Bryen, to demand his Homage and Submiſſion; 
and likewiſe ſent a Pair of his Shoes, which he command- 
ed him to carry upon his Shoulders, as an evident Teſti- 
mony of his Subjection. Mortough, dreading an Inva- 
ſion from theſe Foreigners, we are inform'd, obey'd, 
which ſervile Compliance of his was ſo reſented by the 
Nobility and the chief Perſons of his Dominions, that 


- they upbraided him with Cowardice and a Meanneſs of Spi- | 


rit, for degenerating from the Courage of his Anceſ- 
tors, who abhor'd ſuch abje& Behaviour, and would 
have chaſtiſed with the Sword the haughty Dane for 
the Inſolence of his Demands. But Mortough was not 
in the leaſt incenſed by this Remonſtrance, and replied 


with great Mildneſs, that he would rather advance the 
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Happineſs and Security of his Country by his Submiſ- 
ſion, than expoſe to Ruin and Deſolation the leaſt Pro- 
vince in his Dominions. 

But Magnus not ſatisfied with this ſervile Homage 
from Mortough, fitted out a numerous Fleet, which he 
man'd with Danes and Norweg:ans, and ſet Sail for the 
Iriſh Coaſts; his Deſign was to plunder and deſtroy 
the Country, and to Lud it in a dreadful Manner, 


The People he determin'd to put to the Sword without 
Mercy, and to take ample Revenge upon the 1r:/b, 
for all the Victories they had obtain'd over the Danes, 
and for driving them out of the Iſland. And fo im- 
patient was this cruel Daze to put his Reſolution in Exe- 
cution, that he landed with his Wife, a few of his No- 


bility, 
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bility, and a ſmall Number of Soldiers, before the Body  Y V 
of his Fleet approach'd the Shore and ſet the Country 
about him on Fire. But the Iriſh were prepared to re- 
ceive him, for they had laid Ambuſhes to cut him off 
before the reſt of his Forces arrived, and ſurpriſed him 
with that Succeſs that Magnus and all his Men were de- 
ſtroy'd. When the reſt of the Fleet arriv'd, they were ſo a- 
ſtoniſh'd with the Misfortune of their Captain and their 
Companions, that they made all the Sail they could 
homewards, and bid a final adieu to the Iſland. 
Mortough O Bryen, King of Ireland, fell ſick of a 
languiſhing Diſeaſe, which attended him for five Years, 
and then concluded his Life and Reign. He died at 
Ardmach, and made a moſt religious Exit; His Body 
was buried in the great Church at Killaloe, in the Year 
of our Redemption one thouſand one hundred and 
thirty, 
Turlough the Son of Roger O Connor, ſucceeded to the 4. P. 1139. 

Government of the greateſt Part of the Iſland, and fat 
upon the Throne twenty Years. This Prince diſtin- 
guiſh'd his Reign by many memorable Actions; among 
the reſt he erected three remarkable Bridges in the 
Province of Conacht, the Bridge of Athlone, and the 
Bridge of Ah Chrochta, both which ſtood over the 
Shannon, and the Bridge of Dun Leogha upon the Suca. an oo 
This Monarch enter'd the Territories of Munſter in an cargania 
hoſtile Manner, and among other Devaſtations hey lb. 
plunder'd Caſhel and Ard Fianain. But the Provincial at yo. 
Troops falling ſucceſsfully upon his Rear, did great 
Execution, and flew Hugh O Heyn King of Frachrach 
Aidhne, and Muireadhach O Flatherty King of Welt 
Conacht, and many other Perſons of the firſt Diſtincti- 

on. But this Misfortune did not diſcourage Turlougb 

in his Deſigns upon that Province, for he ſoon repair'd + 

the Loſs he had ſuffer'd by recruiting his Forces, and 
completing his Battalions he enter'd the Country with 

all the Fury of an inraged Enemy, where he uſed great 
Cruelties, and committed inexpreſſible Barbarities upon 

the People. He reduc'd the Province under his Obe- 

dience, and as his own by Right of Conqueſt he divided 

it into two Parts; the South Diviſion he gave to Donough 

Mac Carty, and the North he beſtowed upon Connor O Bry- 

en; but acting with great Policy before he fix'd them in 
Poſſeſſion, he oblig'd them to deliver Hoſtages as a Se- 

curity for their future Homage and Subjection. 
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— About this Time the Church of Cormac at Caſhel was 
conſecrated, at the Performance of which Solemnity the 
principal Clergy and Nobility of that Kingdom were 
preſent, in the Year of our Redemption one thouſand 
one hundred and thirty four. Soon after Cormac Mac 
Carty was barbarouſly murther'd by Connor O Bryen, 
who was his near Relation; and about the ſame. Time 
the pious Maolmaodbog or Malichias, who was Archbi- 
ſhop of Heland and Scotland, was removed to another 
Lite. 

Turlough O Connor made an Attempt upon the whole 
Province of Munſter, and for that purpoſe he collected 
ci all the Forces of Conacht and Leinſter, of Meath Teafa 

Leb ee del 20d 0 Ruorke, and directed his March to Gleann Mag- 

«x ere ded hair, but there he was met by Turlough O Bryen and the 

va Avinen. Son of Connor O Bryen, attended with the Provincial 
Troops which conſiſted of three Battalions; both Ar- 
mies prepared for Battel, and began the Charge with 
great Fury and Slaughter; for ſome Time the Succeſs 
was doubtful, but at laſt favour'd Turlough O Connor, and 


the Momonian Troops, and the martial Tribe of the © 


Dailgais receiv'd a terrible Defeat at Moin More, and that 
Tribe ſuffer'd inexpreſſible Loſs in the Engagement. 
After this Victory Twrlough O Bryen was baniſh'd to Tir 
Hogain, and Turlough O Caunor made another Diviſion 
of the Province of Munſter, between Teige O Bryen 
and Diarmwd the Son of Cormac Mac Carty, 

Turlough O Connor, the King of Ireland, did not long 
ſurvive this memorable Battel; but died in the ſixty 
eighth Year of his Age, and was interr'd with great 
Solemnity near the great Altar of Ciaran at Cluain Mac 
Mois. This Prince left to the Clergy of the King- 
dom the greateſt Part of his perſonal Eſtate, which 
conſiſted of five hundred and forty Ounces of Gold, 
forty Marks of Silver, all his Jewels, Plate, Horſes, 
Arms, Bows, Quivers, Arrows, and all his military 
Equipage, and ordain'd that this Legacy of his ſhould 
be divided into juſt Proportions, and given to the Cler- 
gy according to their Laer Degrees and the Orders 
they profeſs d. The Deceaſe of this Prince was accom- 
panied by the Death of the moſt religious Teige O Lo- 
nargain Biſhop of Killaloe, who expired in the Year of 


7 Chriſtian Ara one thouſand one hundred and 
fry. ape 


Moriough 
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Mortough Mac Neill Mac Lachlum ſacceeded in the 


A. D. 1150, 


Government of [reland: This Prince was deſcended 
from the Poſterity of Heremon, and commanded the 
greateſt Part of the Iſland for eighteen Years. In the 
ſeventh Year of his Reign was conven'd a national Sy- 
nod of the Clergy, which aſſembled at Ceananns in 
the Country of Meath, and in the Year of our Lord 
one thouſand one hundred fifty ſeven. The Deſign of 
this Convocation was to conſult proper Meaſures for 
the better Propagation of the Chriſtian Faith; for the 
more effectual Edification of the People, and to ordain 
two more Archbiſhops in the Iſland; for before there 
were no more than the Archbiſhop of Ardmach and 


Caſhel. The principal Perſons who were appointed by czgrt 
the Pope to preſide in this Convention, were Gzllaflere ano 
Crioſt O Conarre, the Biſhop of Liſmore, and the Su-“ 


perior of all the Monks in /re/and, and the Pope's Le- 
gate, and John Papiron one of the Roman Cardinals. 
They regulated the Dioceſes throughout the Kingdom, 
and beſtowed four Copes upon the four Archbiſhops, 
which was very ungrateful to the /r:/h; for they would 
have been better Crisfied with the old Form, without 


the Addition of- any more Archbiſhopricks. One of 


theſe Copes (call'd Pallium in the Journal of that Sy- 
nod) was beſtowed upon Ardmach, and another upon 
Caſhel, which was contrary to the Will of the Clergy 
of Ardmach and Dun da Leath Glas; the other two 
were preſented to the new Archbiſhops, as appears ex- 
preſily by an old Book of the Clergy of Cluain Ardnach, 
where the Determinations of that Council are particu- 
larly recorded; the ſame Treatiſe mentions that the Sy- 


nod aſſembled in the Year of Chriſt one thouſand one 
hundred fifty ſeven, and gives the following Account of 


the Injunctions tat were eſtabliſh'd, and the Delivery 
of the four Cypes in the Manner following. 


MDLVII. Auno ab Incarnatione Domini noſtri Jeſu Chriſti eus oo E- 
biſſextih nobile Concilium in vernali tempore apud Ceanan- fades 1 
nus celebratum fun; in quo præſidens Dominus Joannes hangs gn- 


Cardinalis, Presbyter beati Laurentii inter viginti duos ro 76- 


Epiſcopos, & qumque Electos, & imer tot Abbates & 
Priores ex parte beatorum Apoſtolorum Petri & Pauli & 
Domini Apoftolici Eugenii, S1monmam & Uſiras omnibus 
modis extirpavit, & damnavit, & Decimas dandas Apo- 
foliea Authoritate precepit. Quatuor Pallia quatuor Archi- 
epiſcopis Hiberniz Dublinienſi, Tuaimenſi, Caiſelenſi & 

rid Ardmachano 
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Arxrdmachano tradidit. Inſuper Ardmachanum Epiſcopum 
in Primatem ſuper alios prout decuit ordinavit: Gut etiam 
Cardinalis Joannes protinus poſt perattum Concilium iter 
arripuit & nono Calendas Aprilis transfretavit. In the 
Year from the Incarnation of cur Lord Jeſus Chriſt, being 
Biſſextile, was celebrated in the Spring a noble Conncil at 
Ceanannus. In which Synod preſided Cardinal John, a 
Presbyter of the bleſſed $t. Laurence, and the Aſſembly 
conſiſted of two and twenty Biſhops, and ite Biſhops Eleft, 
and of ſo many Abbots and Priors, belonging to the bleſſed 
Apoſtles Peter & Paul, and our Apoſtolick Father Euge- 
nius. Thrs Cardinal condemi'd, and by all proper M: thods 
extirpated the Practice of Simony and Ujury, and com- 
manded Tythes to be paid by Apoſtolical Authority. He 
deliver d four Copes to the four Archbiſhops of Ireland, 
zo the Archbiſhop of Dublin, of Tuam, of Caſhel and 
Ardmach : Mereover he conſtituted, as it became him, the 
Archbiſhop of Ardmach Primate over the reſt, and as ſoon 
as the Council was ended he began his Journey, and paſs'd 
the Seas upon the ninth Day of the Calends of April. 

The Names of the Biſhops that were preſent in this 
ſynodical Meeting, are deliver'd down to us in the Man- 
ner following. Giolla Crioſt O Conaire the Biſhop of 

e Liſinore, and the Pope's Legate, Giolla Mac Liag Pri- 

72 $20 8 mate of Ireland. Daniel O Longargan Archbiſhop of 

Yo7e Munſter, that is Caſhel; Hugh O Heyn Archbiſhop of 

| Conacht, that is Tuam Greine; Gregory Biſhop of Dub- 
lin, Giolla na Maomb Biſhop Gleaun da Loch; Dungal 
O Caollaighe Biſhop of Leihglinn, Tuiſtius Biſhop of Ma- 
ter ford, Daniel O Fogartaigh Vicar General Biſhop of O/- 
ſery. Fionn Mac Tiagurnam Biſhop of Kildare, Giolla an 
Choimde (or Deicola, a Worſhipper of God.) O Hardmha- 
oil Biſhop of Imleach or Elmy ; Giolla Aab O Heyn Bi- 
ſhop of Cork; Maolbreanuin O Ruanain Biſhop of Kerry, 
that is Ard Fearta; Turgeſius Biſhop of Limerick; Mor- 
tough O Maoilidhir Biſhop of Cluam Mac NMaois; Maot- 
ligſa O Comachtam Biſhop of Oirthior Conacht; Va Ru- 
adham Biſhop of Luighne, that is Achad or Achoury ; Mac- 
rauh O Moram Biſhop of Conmaicne or Ardacha, Bath- 
ruadb O Miadhachain Biſhop of Cluam Joraird. Tuathal 
O Connachtaig Biſhop of Jobh Bruinn, that is Enachdum ; 
Mureadhach O Cobhthaig Biſhop of Cineal Eogain, that is 
Derry; Maolpadruic O Beanam Biſhop of Dailnaruigb, 
that is of Connor, Maoilioſe Mac an Chleirighchuirr Bi- 
ſhop of Down. | | 


The 


The Archbiſhop of Ardmach had under his Juriſdicti- SW 
on the following Sees; Conor, Down, Lonth; Clonard, ca: Bach 
Kells, Ardachahd, Rapho, Rathlury, Duleek and Derry; 1 = do 
but ſome of theſe have ſince been united into one Bi- 0 . 
ſhoprick. The Archbiſhop of Caſhel preſided over the es. 8 
Dioceſes of Killaloe, Limerick, Inis Catha, Kilſenora, 

Emly, Roſera, Waterford, Liſmore, Cloin, Cork, Roſs, 
and Ardfearta; but the Number is not fo many at pre- 
ſent, Becauſe ſome of them have been likewiſe united. 
Under the Authority of the Archbiſhop of Dublin are 
theſe Sees, Gleandaloch, Ferns, Oſſery, Leiihglinn, and Kil- 
dare. The Juriſdiction of the Archbiſhop of Tuam ex- 
tends over the Dioceſe of Mayo, Killala, Roſcomon, 
Cluainfeart, Achonry, Cluam Mac Mois, and Kilmacogh, F 
in [iſh Cill mhic Duach, but thoſe Sees are now fewer, 
and ſome of them at this Time are utterly un- 
known. al 

Not long after this national Convention broke up, 

Daniel O Longargain Biſhop of Munſter left the World; 
Nor did Mortough Mac Weill long ſurvive, who was 
King over the principal Part of the Kingdom of 
Ireland. 

Rodorick, otherwiſe call'd Roger, fix d himſelf in the 4. O. 1168. 
Throne of his Predeceſſor. He was the Son of 7urlough 
O Connor, ſirnamed the Great, who deſcended from the 
royal Line of Heremon. This Prince, by the Hiſtorians 
of thoſe Times, was always plac'd in the Table of the 
Iriſh Monarchs, and call'd King of [re/and, and not 
improperly, for the Kings of Oirgiallach, of Meath, oo nagrase 
and Breiſue ſubmitted to him, though many of the No-o — 
bility and Gentry of the Iſland ſtood out and oppoſed * 
his Government. He is ſaid to wear the Crown eight 
Years. ad Tha 
In the Reign of Roderick King of Ireland, Teigher- 
nan O Ruorke the King of Breiſne, had married a Lady 
of a very laſcivious Diſpoſition, who had baniſh'd the 
conjugal Eſteem that belong'd to a Huſband, and re- 
ſolvd, when Opportunity offer'd, to fly away from 
his Court. The Name of this Lady was Dearbhfhor- 
guill, the Daughter of Mortough Mac Flomn King of 
Meath, (and not the Wife of that Prince, as Grraldys 
Cambrenſis falſly aſſerts.) Wir order to accompliſh her 
| Defigns ſhe ſent a private Meſlage to Diarmuid Mac 
Morough the King of Leinſter, with whom ſhe was in 
Love, and intreated him that * would reſcue her ron : 
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528 The GENERAL HISTORY of | 
WYV Ardmachanozradidit. Inſuper Ardmachanum 3 


in Primatem ſuper alios prout decuit ordimavit : Qui etiam 
Cardinalis Joannes protinus poſt perattum Concilium ner 
arripuit & mono Calendas Aprilis transfretavit. In the 
Year from the Incarnation of turn Lord Jeſus Chriſt, being 
Biſſextile, was celebrated in the Spring a noble Coumcil at 
Ceanannus. In which Synod preſided Cardinal John, a 
Presbyter of the bleſſed $t. Laurence, and the Aſſembly 
conſiſted of two and twenty Biſhops, and ite Biſhops Elett, 
and of ſo many Abbots and Priors, belonging to the bleſſed 
Apoſtles Peter & Paul, and our Apoſtolick Father Euge— 
nius. This Cardinal condemi'd, and by all proper Methods 
extirpated the Practice of Simony and Uſury, and com- 
manded Tythes to be paid by Apoſtolical Authority. He 
deliver d four Copes to the four Archbiſhops of Ireland, 
zo the Archbiſhop of Dublin, of Tuam, of Caſhel and 
Ardmach : Mereover he conſtituted, as it became him, the 
Archbiſhop of Ardmach Primate over the reſt, and as ſoon 
as the Council was ended he began his Journey, and paſs'd 

the Seas upon the ninth Day of the Calends of April. 
The Names of the Biſhops that were preſent in this 
ſynodical Meeting, are deliver'd down to us in the Man- 
ner following. Giolla Crioſt O Conarre the Biſhop of 
— Liſinore, and the Pope's Legate, Giolla Mac Liag Pri- 
72 60 5 mate of Ireland. Daniel O Longargan Archbiſhop of 
ro : . Munſter, that is Caſhel; Hugh O Heyn Archbiſhop of 
Conacht, that is Tuam Greine; Gregory Biſhop of Dub- 
lin, Giolla na Naomb Biſhop Gleaum da Loch; Dungal 
O Caollaighe Biſhop of Lenhglnn, Tuiſtius Biſhop of Ma- 
zerford, Daniel O Fogartargh Vicar General Biſhop of O/- 
ſery. Fionn Mac Tiagurnam Biſhop of Kildare, Giolla an 
Choimde (or Deicola, a Worſhipper of God.) O Hardmha- 
oil Biſhop of Imleach or Elmy ; Giolla Aodh O Heyn Bi- 
ſhop of Cork; Maolbreamuin O Ruanam Biſhop of Kerry, 
that is Ard Fearta; Turgeſius Biſhop of Limerick ; Mor- 
tough O Maoihdhir Biſhop of Cluain Mac Naois; Mabi- 
ligſa O Conachtain Biſhop of Oirthior Conacht ; Va Ru- 
adbain Biſhop of Luighne, that is Achad or Achoury ; Mac- 
rauh O Morain Biſhop of Conmaicne or Ardacha, Bath- 
ruadb O Miadhachain Biſhop of Cluam Joraird. Tuathal 
O Connachtaig Biſhop of Jobh Bruinn, that is Enachaduin; 


— 


Muteadhach O Cobhthaig Biſhop of Cineal Eogain, that is 
Derry; Maolpadruic O Beanam Biſhop of Dailuarugh, 
that is of Connor, Maoilioſe Mac an Chleirighchuirr Bi- 
ſhop of Down, ” | 


The 


IX ELAN D. 


The Archbiſhop of Ardmach had under his Juriſdicti WWW 
on the following Sees; Conor, Down, Lonth; Clonard, n 
Kell, Ardachahd, Rapho, Nathlury, Duleek and Derry; earb 15, $0 


but ſome of theſe have ſince been united into one Bi- 
ſhoprick. The Archbiſhop of Ca/hel preſided over the 
Dioceſes of Killaloe, Limerick, Inis Catha, Kilſenora, 
Emy, Roſera, Waterford, Liſmore, Clin, Cork, Roſs, 
and Ardfearta; but the Number is not ſo many at pre- 
ſent, Becauſe ſome of them have been likewiſe united. 
Under the Authority of the Archbiſhop of Dublin are 
theſe Sees, Gleandaloch, Ferns, Ofſery, Leithglinn, and Kil- 
dare. The Juriſdiction of the Archbiſhop of Tuam ex- 
tends over the Dioceſe of Mayo, Killala, Roſcomon, 
Cluainfeart, Achonry, Cluam Mac Mois, and Kilmacogh, 


in Iriſh Cill mhic Duach, but thoſe Sees are now fewer, 


and ſome of them at this Time are utterly un- 
known. | 

Not long after this national Convention broke up, 
Daniel O Longargam Biſhop of Munſter left the World; 
Nor did Mortough Mac Neil long ſurvive, who was 


King over the principal Part of the Kingdom of 


Ireland. 


Roderick, otherwiſe call'd Roger, fix d himſelf in the 4. D. 1168. 


Throne of his Predeceſſor. He was the Son of 7irlough 
O Connor, ſirnamed the Great, who deſcended from the 
royal Line of Heremon. This Prince, by the Hiſtorians 
of thoſe Times, was always plac'd in the Table of the 
Iriſh Monarchs, and call'd King of /reland, and not 


improperly, for the Kings of Oirgiallach, of Meath, voNugnre 
and Breiſue ſubmitted to him, though many of the No- o ©*n=babg 


bility and Gentry of the Iſland ſtood out and oppoſed 
his Government. He is ſaid to wear the Crown eight 
Years. BY 

| In the Reign of Roderick King of Ireland, Teigher- 
nan O Ruorke the King of Breiſne, had married a Lady 
of a very laſcivious Diſpoſition, who had baniſh'd the 
conjugal Eſteem that belong'd to a Huſband, and re- 
ſolvd, when Opportunity offer'd, to fly away from 
his Court. The Name of this Lady was Dearbbfhor- 
guill, the Daughter of Mortough Mac Flomn King of 
Meath, (and not the Wife of that Prince, as Giraldus 
Cambrenſis falſly aflerts.) Wi order to accompliſh her 
Deſigns ſhe ſent a private Meſſage to Diarmuid Mac 
Morougb the King of Leinſter, with whom ſhe was in 
Love, and intreated him that he would reſcue her from 
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530 The GENERAL HisToRky of 
[ the Embraces of a Huſband ſhe hated, and uſe any Me- 
9 DB thods either of Stratagem or Force to carry her away: 
vas vj leude And to favour her Eſcape the Meflenger was to acquaint 
o. the King of Leinſter, that he might ſafely remove to 

Conacht, and continue there till her Huſband ſet out 
upon his Pilgrimage to St. Patrichs Purgatory, which 
he propoſed to undertake in a ſhort Time; ſo that if 
he complied with this Opportunity, he might eaſily 
convey her to Leinſter, where they might both Bratify 
with Security thoſe Deſires, which her forced Marriage 
with the King of Brieſne would not ſuffer her to im- 
rove. 
. Diarmuid received this Meſſage with all the Joy of 
a tranſported Lover, and immediately prepared to ac- 
compliſh an Amour that had been long carried on, but 
by ſome unfortunate Accidents had been always per- 
| plex'd and diſappointed. He order'd a Party of Horſe. 
to attend him, and arriving ar the Place where the 
Lady was, he found her ready to receive him. He 
caught her in his Arms and mounted her on Horſe-back 
behind one of his ſuperior Officers, who ſoon arrived with 
her at his Palace in Leinſter. But the Lady did not 
ſeem outwardly to be concern'd in this Deſign, for 
when ſhe was ſeized ſhe cry'd out for help as if ſhe had 
been carried away by Violence, the better to put a Co- 
lour upon her Eſcape. 
The King of Brieſne was at this Time upon his 
Pilgrimage; but when he return'd he ſoon miſs'd his 
Wife, and underſtanding that ſhe was ſeized by Force 
by the King of Leinſter, (for the Lady by her Outcrys 
had deceived her Attendants) he inſtantly meditated Re- 
d eui Niog venge, and applied himſelf to Roderick the King of Ireland 
8 for Aſſiſtance; He likewiſe inſtigated the. Nobility and 
coras. Gentry of his own Country to undertake his Quarrel, 
and to chaſtiſe the Raviſher for this outrageous Indignity, 
which ſo ſenſibly affected his own, and the Honour of 
his Wife and Family. The King of /reland immediate- 
ly muſter'd all the Provincial Troops of Conacht, the 
Forces of Brieſne, of Oirgiallach and the Country of 
Meath, with a full Reſolution to enter the Province of 
Leinſter, with Fire and Sword, and take ample Satisfac- 
tion of that Prince, for the baſe and unworthy: Act he 
had committed. Diarmud had ſoon Intelligence of 
theſe military Preparations againſt him, and ſummon- 
ing his Nobility about him, he laid before thema the 
1 54 | " formidable 
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formidable Strength of the Confederate Army, and WWW 
with great Condeſcenſion implored their Help, to ſcat-⸗- 
ter the impending Storm that would not only overwhelm 
himſelf but involve them in the common Ruin, and 
bring Deſtruction upon the whole Country. But this 
Application had not the Effect deſired, for the Nobility 
had conceived ſo violent a Reſentment againſt their 
Prince, for the abominable Injury he had committed, 
that they abſolutely refuſed to ſupport him in ſo wick- 
ed a Cauſe, which no Excuſe could palliate, and no- 
thing but Repentance and Reſtitution could atone for ; 
and to ſecure themſelves from any Violence that Diar- 
mud might propoſe to execute, the Nobility renounc'd 
his Authority and put themſelves under the Protection 
of Roderick O Connor King of Ireland; for the King of 
Leinſter had incens'd his Subjects by many former Pro- 
vocations, and by his impolitick and tyrannical Govern- 
ment had ſo loſt their Affections, that they left him in 
his Diſtreſs, and abandon'd him to the Power of his Ene- 
mies. The King of [reland, encourag'd by this Defec- 
tion of the Nobility of Leinſter, march'd his Army in- 
to the Territories of that Province, and plunder'd the 
Country that had continued firm in their Allegiance 
to Diarmuid; for he met with no Op olition, the King 
of Leinſter beirfF oblig'd to fly with a few Followers 
and leave the Province without Defence. The Confe- 
derate Army raged with all the Terrors of Fire and 
Sword, and among other dreadful Devaſtations they 
march'd to Fearna, plunder'd and demoliſh'd the royal 1onJbas h- 
Palace of Diarmuid, and drove that unfortunate Prince 8 
out of the Iſland. 

This exiled King thus forc'd from his Dominions 

was. bent upon Revenge, and giving a full Looſe to his 

Paſſions, determin'd to puniſh his rebellious Nobility at 

all Hazards, though the Happineſs of his Country was 

to be ſacrific'd in the Attempt. For this purpoſe he 

fled into France, and implor'd the Protection of Heu- do nog 

ry tbe ſecond King of England, who was carrying on S 2 

his Conqueſts in that Country. The Eugliſhßh Monarch Nv 

was not then in a Capacity to lend him any Troops are. 

to aſſiſt him in the Recovery of his Crown, but wrote 

Letters by him to ſome of his Miniſters in England, 

which gave him Authority to raiſe what Men were wil- 

ling to inliſt themſelves in his Service, and 24155 

them into Ireland. Diarmuid gratefully receiv'd and ac- 
2 knowledg'd 
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LSYV knowledg'd the Civiltiy he found from King Henry, 


T41gy10nd 


and taking his leave of that Prince, he left France and 
landed ſafely in the Port of Briſtal. Upon his Arrival 
he deliver'd his Commiſſion to the Magiſtrates of that 
City, wherethe Letters were publickly read, and to en- 
courage Men to engage in his Service he made ample Pro- 
miſes of Lands and Eſtates to ſuch, who offer'd them- 
ſelves and would aſſiſt him in the Expedition againſt his 
Enemies, who had invaded his Province and rob'd him 
of his Crown. In this City he met Richard Mac Gil- 
bert Son to the Earl of Strangwell, to whom he engaged 
that if he would appear in his Cauſe and raiſe a Body 
of Men for his Service, he would beſtow upon him his 
Daughter Ave, who was Heir apparent to his Dominions, 


ö dau an- and as a Dowry would confirm to him and his Heirs 


10. 


the Crown of Leinſter after his Deceaſe. The Ezx- 
gliſh Nobleman joyfully accepted of the Terms, and 
promiſed that he would inſtantly beat up for Volun- 
tiers, and when he had completed his Number he would 
tranſport them into [reland. | 
Diarmuid having met with this Encouragement from 
the Engliſh, went into Wales, the Prince of which Coun- 
try at that Time was Ralph Griffin, who was deputed 
to that Government by Henny the Second of England. 


To him he notified the Cauſe of his Arrival and the 


Circumſtances of his diſtreſs'd Affairs, and deſired that 
he would favour the Cauſe of an exiled Prince driven from 
his Dominions, by a ſeditious Nobility and the Rebellion 
of his own Subjects. Here he was inform'd that a Noble- 
man of ſignal Courage and an experienc'd Comman- 
der, whole Name was Robert Fus Stephen, was detain'd 
a Priſoner by the Viceroy of Wales, for ſome traite- 
rous Practices againſt the King of England. This Per- 
{on he thought would be of great Importance to carry 
on his Deſigns, and therefore he ſolicited his Enlarge- 
ment with all his Intereſt, and promiſed if Ralph Griffin 
would releaſe him from his Confinement and oblige 
him to engage in the /r;/þ Expedition, Fitz Stephen 
ſhould never be under a Temptation to raiſe Diſturban- 
ces in England; for he would provide for him to his 
Satisfaction, and beſtow Eſtates upon him that ſhould 
ſupport him in a princely Grandeur, and fatisfie the ut- 
moſt Extent of his Ambition. Robert Fitz Stephen had a 
Brother in Law in that Country, whoſe Name was 


bre mae Maurice Fiz Gerald, who was in great Favour with 


Seighnd an- 


10. 


Ralph Griffin, and he with the Biſhop of St. Davids in- 
| # terceded 
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terceded for the Releaſement of Firz Stephen, and with 


much Importunity prevail'd for his Diſcharge; but up- 
on Condition that he ſhould tranſport himſelf into Ve- 
land, between that Time and the Summer following, 
and contribute his utmoſt to the Reſtoration of the 
King of Leinſter. Diarmuid likewiſe obliged himſelf 
to confirm to this Engliſh Nobleman, the Town of 
Wexford and the two Canthreds of the Lands adja- 
cent, to his Heirs for ever, as a Reward for his 
Service, in aſſiſting him to recover his Right, and to. 
re-eſtabliſh him in his Dominions. 

The King of Leinſter, having thus ſucceſsfully ma- 
nag'd his Solicitation among the Engliſh and MWelſb, 
convey'd himſelf with _ Privacy and with a very 


- ſmall Retinue into Ireland, in Order to be ready to ref h 


receive the Succours he expected. He came to Fearna tA ae 


in a Diſguiſe, and diſcovering himſelf to the Clergy ofs 


that Place, they promiſed to protect him till his 
Deſigns were ripe for Execution. Here he lay conceal'd 
in his Retirement till the Summer following, at which 
Time Robert Fitz Stephen, having finiſh'd his Prepara- 
tions and raiſed what Forces he was able, landed upon. 
the Coaſts. The Number he brought over with him 
ſeem'd unequal to the Attempt ; for it conſiſted of no 
more than thirty Knights, ſixty Eſquires, and three 
hundred foot Soldiers, who were ſet on Shore at a Place 


call'd Guan an Bhaimbh, which lies upon the Border ofceas rear 
the Country of Wexford upon the South by Beg Abhain. Su an er. 


nin. 


Theſe Eugliſb Auxiliaries landed in [reland in the ſe- 
venth Year of the Reign of Roderick O Connor, and in 
the Year of our Redemption one thouſand one hun- 
dred and ſeventy five. There came over likewiſe in this 
Expedition a valiant e whoſe Name was Hermon 
Morty, that belong'd to the Earl of Hrangwell, and was 
ſent by him to inlpect into the Manners and Diſpoſiti- 
on of the Iriſb, and to make Diſcoveries of the Produce 
and the Extent of the Iſland. | 
pon the Arrival of the Engliſh, Robert Fus Stephen 
diſpatch'd a Meſſenger to the King of Leinſter with 
whom he kept Correſpondence. This News was very 
acceptable to Diarmud, who immediately left his Ob- 
ſcurity and putting himſelf at the Head of five hun- 
dred Horſe, whom he always had in Readineſs in the 
Country adjacent, he made all poſſible Haſte to join 
the Engliſh, and enter upon Action before his Enemies 
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V yere appriſed of his Deſign, or were in any Capacity 


do Niog late 


Blon agu 
do Fal laibh 


to oppoſe him. A Council of War was immediately 
call'd, and it was reſolv'd that Yexford ſhould be cloſe- 
ly beſieged, and accordingly the Army was drawnup be- 
fore the Walls. But the Inhabitants were fo terrified 
at the Approach of the King of Leinſter, that in a 
Meeting o the principal Burghers, it was unanimouſly 
agreed to open the Gates before any Aſſault was made, 
and by that Means recommend themſelves to the Fa- 
vour of the Victors, and prevent the Sacking of the 
Town. It was likewiſe concluded that a Number of 
ſele& Hoſtages ſhould be ſent to Diarmuid as a Secu- 
rity for their future Obedience and Submiſſion, and as 
Pledges for an annual Tribute, they would oblige them- 
ſelves to pay, as the moſt effectual Method, that 
could be thought of in that Exigency to fave their 
Lives, and preſerve their Houſes from Plunder. Theſe 
Propoſals were no ſooner offer'd, but they were accepted 
by the King of Leſter, who to fulfil his Engagement 
upon the Surrender beſtow'd the Town of Wexford, 
and two Canthreds of the adjacent Lands upon Robert 
Fitz Stephen, and likewiſe confer'd the two next Can- 
threds upon Hermon Morty, as he had formerly promiſed 
when he was ſoliciting Aſſiſtance in Males, againſt the 
prevailing Power of his Enemies. 

Diarmmd having thus rewarded his Auxiliaries, made a 
general Muſter of his whole Army both r:;/þ and 
Enehſh, and found upon a Review that his Force con- 
ſiſted of a complete Body of three thouſand Men. He 
gave Orders to decamp and march'd towards the Ter- 
titories of Of/ery, with a Deſign to plunder the Coun- 
try and reduce it to Obedience. The King of Offery 
at this Time was Donough the Son of Daniel Rambar, 
who was a profeſs'd Enemy to the King of Leinſter. 
But when the confederate Army had paſs'd the Boun- 
daries, and began to commit Hoſtilities upon the In- 
habitants, the King of Oer) finding himſelf in no 
Capacity to oppoſe the Invaders, ſummon'd a Coun- 
cil of his principal Nobility and Gentry, who after 
mature Conſideration were oblig'd to reſolve to ſend 
Hoſtages to the King of Leinſter, as a Teſtimony of 
their Submiſhon, and to pay him an annual Tax and 
acknowledge themſelves Tributaries; accordingly a 
Meſſenger was diſpatch'd expreſs with theſe Conditions, 
which the King of Leiter Complicd with, and by this 


Means 
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Means the Fury of the Soldiers was reſtrain'd and the 
Country ſecured from farther Depredations. 

By this Time the whole Kingdom was alarm'd with 
the Succeſs of Diarmuid and his Auxiliary Eugliſb; and eo eusslu- 
to prevent the dreadful Calamities of a civil War, b 5urle 
the Chiefs of the Iſland, both Nobles and Gentry, fare 
applied to Roderick O Connor King of Ireland, to con- 512nuea 7 
ſult upon proper Methods to put a Stop to the ambiti- zo. 8% an. 
ous Deſigns of the King of Leinſter, and ſcatter the im- 
pending Storm before it py formidable, and in a Ca- 
pacity of overwhelming the Iſland in Blood and Confu- 
ſion. A Convention of the Eſtates therefore was aſ- 
ſembled, and after many Debates it was agreed that eve 
Province in the Iſland ſhould be obliged to ſupply the 
King of Ireland with an appointed Number of Forces, 
in Order to confine the King of Leinſter within the 
Bounds of his Province, and drive the Engliſh out of 
the Country. This Reſolution was punctually executed, 
and every Province raiſed their Quota of Men, who 
were ſent to the Place of Rendezvous with the utmoſt 
Expedition. When Roderick found his Army complete, 
he began his March, and directed his Courſe towards 
Jobb Cinſealach, with a full Deſign to give Battel to 
the King of Leinſter, and fight him at all Adventures. 
But Diarmuid being much inferior in the Number of 
Men, determin'd not to ſtand the Shock of this formi- 
dable Army, but as Roderick approach'd he retir'd and 
withdrew with his Troops into the Woods and Wil- 
derneſſes, which at that Time ſtood near Fearna, and 
afforded him a ſecure Retreat. The King of Jreland, 
perceiving that the Enemy would not abide the Iſſue 
of a deciſive Battel, but lurk'd in the Woods, where 
they could not be attack'd, ſent to Robert Fitz Stephen, 
the Commander of the Eugliſh, with Orders that he 
ſhould inſtantly leave the Country with all his Foreign- 
ers; for the Cauſe he was engaged in was unjuſt and 
diſhonourable, and he had no Right to a Foot of Land 
throughout the Iſland. But Robert deſpiſed this proud 
Command, and return'd for Anſwer, that he had no 
Inclination to quit the Country, and would never forſake 
the King of Leinſter, but en his Right as long 
as he had a Man left. Roderick enraged with this Re- 
ply divided his Army into ſmall Bodies, and gave Or- 
. ders to his Officers to enter the Woods and attack the 
King of Leinſter in his Faſtneſſes, and he commanded them 
36851: | to 
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cd give no Quarter to Native or Foreigner, but to put 
them all to the Sword, and by that Means at once to 
bring the War to a final End. | 
bo Nozer But the Clergy of the Province of Leſter, foreſee- 
monanſo ing that theſe Commotions would be of fatal Conſe- 
K quence to their Country, and that theſe inteſtine Broils 
were deſtructive to the Peace and the eſtabliſh'd Revenues 
of the Church, reſolv'd to uſe their utmoſt Efforts in 
reconciling the two Kings, and ſecuring the Kingdom 
from Bloodſhed and other Miſeries, that the Continuati- 
on of the War made unavoidable. For that Purpoſe 
they aſſembled in a Body, and marched towards the 
Army of the King of Ireland. When they arriv'd they 
were admitted into the King's Preſence, and proſtrat- 
ing themſelves before him as humble Supplicants, they 
beſeech'd him to commiſerate the diſtreſs'd State of his 
native Country, and prevent the Effuſion of Chriſtian 
Blood, by ceaſing of Hoſtilities aud entring into a Trea- 
ty with the King of Leſter. Roderick, who was a 
Prince of a merciful Diſpoſition, relented at this Re- 
preſentation of the Clergy, and was contented to with- 
draw his Army and come into pacifick Meaſures with 
the King of Leinſter. The Conditions of Peace were 
agreed upon, which eſtabliſh'd that Diarmuid ſhould 
enjoy the Government of Leinſter in as full Extent, as 
any of his Predeceflors did before him, but he was oblig'd 
to ſend in Hoſtages of the firſt Quality to the King of 
Ireland, as a Security for his future Obedience, and that 
he would not embroil the Kingdom in new Troubles; 
he was bound likewiſe to promiſe Fealty and Homage 
do ot N- to the Crown of /reland, as the Kings of Leinſter had 
(Berioß ever done to the [r;/þ Monarchs, and engage that he 
pt * would give no Encouragement to Foreigners to invade 
the Iſland, particularly that the Exgliſh ſhould find no 
Protection from him, ber be compell'd to quit the Coun- 
try. Theſe Conditions were accepted by Diarmuid, who 
as an Evidence of his Integrity deliver'd to Roderick 
as an Hoſtage his Son whoſe Name was At na MMgiall, 
and the King of Ireland ſtipulated that he would beſtow 
his Siſter in Marriage upon the King of Leinſter, by 
which Alliance it was hoped that a ſolid and laſt- 
ing Peace would be eſtabliſh'd between the two Fa- 


milies and the Iſland reſtored to its former Tran- 
quillity. e 


But 
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But this happy Proſpe& was ſoon obſcured; for the 
Summer following Maurice Fitz Gerald, remembring the 
Promiſe he had made to the King of Leinſter, landed in 
Ireland. Nor was he without Hopes that by aſſiſting 
that Prince to recover his Right, he ſhould be intitled 
to a great Reward and obtain large Poſſeſſions in the 
Country. The Number of Men that he brought over 
in this Expedition, conſiſted of no more than ten Knights, 
thirty Eſquires, and one hundred Foot, whom he ſet on 
Shore in the Port of Vd. 

He ſoon notified his Arrival to the King of Leinſter, 
and Robert Fitz Stephen the Engliſh General; and Diar- 
mud urg'd on by his ambitious Deſigns, reſolved tg break 
the Peace, and with his Auxiliary Eugliſh again try his 
Fortune and take the Field; Accordingly he march'd at 
the Head of his Forces to Jexford, to congratulate the 
Arrival of Maurice Fus Gerald, and to aſſign him a Poſt 
in the Army ſuitable to his Experience and his Quality. 
With this additional Aid he reſolv'd to begin the Cam- 
paign, with laying cloſe Siege to the City of Dublin; 
for the Inhabitants of that Place had always profeſs'd 
themſelves Enemies to his Father and himſelf, and there- 
fore he purpoſed to take Revenge for the Indignities his 
Family had received, and chaſtiſe the Pride and Inſo- 
lence of thoſe haughty Citizens. But Robert Fitz Ste- 
phen did not attend him in this Expedition, but ſtaid 
behind to erect a Fort at a Place call'd Carrarck with- cap wry 
in two Miles of the Town of /Yexford. Diarmuid with 145 Bt 

his Auxiliaries under the Command of Maurice Ius am, 25 
Gerald, directed his March to Hingall, and ſet all the ad- 
jacent Country on Fire. Theſe Hoſtilities alarm'd the 
Magiſtrates of Dublin, Who immediately ſummon'd a 
Council, and reſolv'd to make their Peace with the 
King of Leinſter upon any Terms, and ſave the City 
from Plunder. They ſent him into his Camp a large 
Quantity of Gold, Silver, Jewels, Silks, and other va- 
luable Preſents, and ſurrender'd themſelves tochis Mer- 
cy, imploring him to ſpare a deluded and unfortunate 
People, and accept of Hoſtages whom he ſhould receive 
as an Evidence of their Loyalty, and a Security for 
their future Obedience; they promiſed likewiſe that they 
would chearfully pay whatever Tribute was laid upon 
them, and atone for their former Miſcarriages by a double 
Share of Duty, and Fidelity. Theſe Articles were ac- 
FSH 6 U - cepted 
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V cepted by Diarmuid, and the Citizens deliver'd from 
their Fear s. \ 
This continued Courſe of Succeſs animated the King 
of Leinſter to more ambitious Deſigns, and reflecting 
that many of his Anceſtors had worn the Crown of 
Ireland, he entertain'd Hopes of being Monarch of the 
Iſland, and reſolv'd to make an Attempt upon the 
Throne. The Kings who ſway'd the Scepter from 
whom he deſcended were Cathaoir More, Connor Abhra- 
ruadh, Labhra Lomgseach, Laogaire Lure, and Ugaine 
do hear hi- More. Diarmuid communicated his Reſolution to Ro- 
0% 145) gert Fitz Stephen and Maurice Fitz Gerald, who approv'd 
203 S0 of his Deſt d told him that he was now become 
eino 60 O IS Ce Ion, an O 
oec. formidable, and might with ſmall Difficulty fix the 
Crown upon his Head; but withal politickly adviſed 
him to proceed with great Caution and Secrecy, and not 
to enter upon Execution before his Army was reinforc'd 
with freſh Supplies, which would ſoon be tranſported 
from England, and put himinto a Capacity of carrying 
on his Deſigns, beyond a Poſſibility of Diſappointment, 
This Approbation of the Eugliſh Generals, added Fuel 
to the Fire of Ambition already kindled in the Breaſt of 
the King of Leſter, who tranſported with the Friend- 
{hip and Sincerity of his Auxiliaries, offer'd to either 
of them his Daughter as aReward for their Zeal and faith- 
ful Services. But they had both too much Honour to 
accept of the Lady, becauſe ſhe had been formerly con- 
tracted to the Earl of Hrangwell. When Diarmud was | 
ſoliciting Aſſiſtance from the Crown of Ezgland, this 5 
noble Earl they adviſed ſhould be immediately applied to; / 
the King of Leſter ſhould write to him an obligin ; 
| Letter, requeſting that he would come over to his AM 
| tance, with the Forces he promiſed him, and engaging 
that the Conditions on his Part ſhould be fulfill'd, the 
Marriage to his Daughter ſhould be contracted, and he 
was ready to ſettle the Crown of Leinſter upon him and 
his Heirs after his Deceaſe. He was to ſignify like 
wiſe that his Affairs went on proſperouſly, that his Pro- 
vince of Leſter was recover'd, and he had a fair Pro- 
ſpect of reducing the other four Provinces under his 
Government, and fixing himſelf in the Monarchy of the 
whole Iſland. 9 6105 
This Letter was ſent and received by the Earl of 
Hiranguell, who peruſed it with great Deliberation, 
and reflecting upon the good Fortune of the King of 
Leinſter, 
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Leinſter, and the Succeſs of his Countrymen Manrice WWW "A 

Fita Gerald and Robert Fitz Stephen, determin'd to ac- 

cept of the Invitation and tranſport himſelf with all poſ- 

ſible Speed into /reland; but firſt he applied himſelf 

to his Sovereign the King of Eugland, and deſired leave oo 1414 

to go out of the Kingdom and ſeek his Fortune abroad, Scr 

for he was weary of an unactive Life, and requeſted on 

Permiſhon to travel and try the Mettle of his Sword 

in foreign Countries. The King not willing to diſ- 

courage the enterpriſing Genius of this noble Earl, nor 

yet willing to be reflected upon if he miſcarried, nei- 

ther gave his actual Licence, not 'repuls'd him with a 

poſitive Denial, but left him to purſue the Bent of his 

Inclination ; which Silence of the King was underſtood 

by the Earl as an Evidence of his Permiſſion, and tak- 

ing leave of his Majeſty, he proſecuted his Deſign with 

Vigor, raiſed a ſmall party of Men, and made all ne- 

ceflary Preparations for his Iriſh Expedition. But before 

he came over himſelf in Perſon, he thought it proper to 

ſend before him two of his ſuperior Officers, Redmond, p. 

Delagroſe, and I illiam Fitz Gerald, (the elder Brother mon »el«- 

of Maurice Fitz Gerald above mentioned) with a ſmall 5*T er 
of Forces, to inquire into the Poſture of Affairs, 

and ſignify to the King of Leinſter and his Country- 

men, that he would ſoon follow with large Supplies and 

fulfil his Promiſe. Theſe Officers ſet to Sea and land- 

ed at Dus Dombhuail four Miles from Waterford South- 

wards; and according to Hainhurſt in his Chronicle, the 

Number, who were Bo over at this Time, conſiſted of 

no more than ten Knights, ten Eſquires, and fixty foot 

Soldiers, and when they came upon the Coaſts they 

erected a ſtrong Fort of Sods and Stones to defend 

them from the Attempts of the Inhabitants. | 

When the Inhabitants of Waterford, and Maol/each- 

lun O Feelam King of the Deiſies, received Intelligence 

that the Eugliſh had fortified themſelves in their Neigh- 

bourhood, they apprehended themſelves to be in im- 

minent Danger; and ſummoning a Council, it was una- 

nimouſly agreed to attack the Fort, which was defend- 

ed but by a Handful of Men, and put them all to the 

Sword, before they were reliev'd by freſh Supplies. Ac- 

cordingly a ſelect Party of two hundred Men, under the 

Conduct of an experienc'd Officer, were order'd to diſ- 

lodge theſe Foreigners, and not ſuffer a Man of them to 


8 A | Redmond 
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WY Redmond Delagroſe, who had the Command of the 


ce af 19T 


Fort, obſerving the Iiſh advancing towards him, reſolv'd 
to oppoſe them before they came near the Walls, and 
drawing out his ſmall Number of Men, he led them on, 
and with great Indiſcretion began the Charge. Bu 

the Viſh receiv'd him ſmartly, which ſoon Tos 
him of his Miſtake, and finding the Enemy to be more 
numerous than he expected, he ſounded a Retreat, and 
thought to recover the Fort with ſmall Loſs. But the 
Iriſh fell upon his Rear and purſued him ſo hotly, that 
he was obliged to face about, and fighting with deſpe- 
rate Courage at the Head of his Company, he ſo aſto- 
niſh'd the /zz/þ Troops, that they were not able to 
{ſtand the Shock, but gave way and fled for their Lives. 
The Slaughter in this Action was terrible; for the Eu- 
gliſb were a handful of brave well diſciplin'd Troops, 
and notwithſtanding the Diſproportion of Numbers, they 
broke the Ranks of the raw diſorder'd Iriſh, and gave 
them a general Defeat. A 


The Year followin g, upon St. Bartholomew's Day, in the 


S«angul a) Time of Harveſt, the Earl of Hraugwell landed in Ireland, 


ein. 


and brought over a ſtrong Body of Forces, conſiſting 
of two hundred valiant Knights, and a thouſand Eſquires, 
that were Bowmen, whom he ſet on Shore in the Port of 
IVaterford. Upon his Arrival he ſent Intelligence to 
the King of Leinſter, and to his Countrymen Robert 
Fitz Stephen and Redmond Delagroſe, and likewiſe noti- 
hed how well provided he came, and what Forces he had 
to ſupport him. Diarmuid received this News with 
great Joy, and with his Auxiliary Eugliſh immediately 
directed his March to welcome the Earl of Hrangwell, 
and pay him his Compliments. After a ſmall Time was 
{ſpent in er Cemonies and mutual Civilities, a general 
Council of War was call'd, wherein it was agreed that 
the Army ſhould inſtantly enter upon Action, and open 
their Deſigns by laying cloſe Siege to the Town of Ma- 
zerford. Accordingly the next Day they decamp'd and 
preſented themſelves before the Walls. The Inhabi- 
rants within made a vigorous Defence; but the valiant Earl 
of Stranewell was not to be repell'd, his WN ſignal 
ly diſtinguiſh'd themſelves in this Action, and makin 


a general Aſſault enter'd the Town. The Soldiers in 
their firſt Fury deſtroy'd all they met, and gave no Quar- 
ter. MaolſeachlumO Faolamrthe King of the Deiſies was 
taken Priſoner, and hardly eſcaped with his Life, copy 
I woul 
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would certainly have fallen a Sacrifice to the enraged YY 
Victors, if the King of Leinſter had not interceded 

and with great Generoſity reſcued him out of their 
Hands. " 

It was obſerv'd before, that Diarmnid the King of 
Leinfler had a young Lady to his Daughter whoſe} ee 
Name was Hoiſe, whom he promiſed in England to the an — 
Earl of Hrangwell. This Princeſs after the taking of / ass. — 
terford was ſent for by her Father, and was married there 5e 
with great Solemnity to that noble Earl, upon the Con- 
ditions formerly ſtipulated between them. After the 
Accompliſhment of the nuptial Rites, the Earl left his 
Lady and the Town of Waterford under the Care of a 

| ſtrong Guard, and at the Head of his Troops directed 
his March towards the City of Dulum. Never did the 
Approach of an Enemy make a more terrible Imprefh- 
on upon a diſtreſs'd City, than the advancing of the 
Iriſb and Engliſh upon the Inhabitants of Dublin, nor 
could a victorious General lay Siege toa Town with more 
Fury and Reſentment about him, than raged at that 
Time in the Breaſt of the King of Leinſter againſt the 
People of that City, who had kill'd his Father, and uſed 
him in an ignominious Manner after his Death, for 
they buried a Dog with him in the ſame Grave as a 
Teſtimony of their Hatred, and offer'd ſuch Indigni- 
ties to him as Hiſtory can ſcarce parallel. Theſe Af- 
fronts were freſh in the Memory of the King of Lein- 
fer, who reſolv'd to take ample Revenge of theſe vile 
Citizens; and they were ſo convinc'd of what Uſage 
they were to expect from him, that they immediately 
met in Council to debate upon the Neceſſity of their 
Affairs, andavert the impending Storm before they were 
overwhelm'd by it. In this Aſſembly it was unani- 
mouſly agreed to ſend Laurence O Tuathail (in the Engliſb 

Language O Tool) Archbiſhop of Dublin, with a Com- 
miſſion to treat in the moſt ſubmiſſive Manner with the 
King of Leinſter, and to prevail with him upon any 
Terms to ſpare a diſtreſs'd City, that was now too ſen- 
fible of the Indignities ſhe had offer'd him, and pro- 
miſed by way of Atonement to purchaſe his Friendſhi 
at the Expence of all the Gold and Silver they could 

raiſe, and deliver him Hoſtages to ſecure their future 

Submiſſion if he would raiſe the Siege and withdraw his 

Army. | 
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But while the Archbiſhop was interceding for the Ac- 
ceptance of theſe Conditions, and adjuſting the Capi- 
tulation, it happen'd that Mezlls Cogan and Redmond Do- 
lagroſe, with a ſtrong Body of his Eugliſh Knights, were 
poſted on the other Side of the Town, and carried on 
the Attack with that Vigour and Succeſs, that they made 
a conſiderable Breach in the Walls, and forcibly enter'd 
the City. The Citizens and whomſoever they met in 
their firſt Fury, the Soldiers put to the Sword without 
Diſtinction, the Gates were ſeized and the City ſecured 
for the King of Leinſter, who after he had left a ſtrong 
Garriſon to defend it, drew out his Men, and led them 
on in perſuit of farther Conqueſts, The King of Bre- 
ifne at this Time was O Rworke, who had always pro- 
tels'd himſelf an Enemy to the King of Leinſter ; Diar- 
mud therefore, attended by his Confederate Eugliſh, en- 
ter'd the Country of Breiſne with Fire and Sword, and 
committed incredible Barbarities upon the Inhabitants. 
O Ruorke was reduced to great Extremities by this Inva- 
ſion, and the King of Leſter was ſo elevated by a con- 
{tant Courſe of Succeſs, that he made no Queſtion of 
gratifying his Ambition with the Monarchy of the 
Iſland, for his very Name was a Terror throughout the 
Kingdom, and Victory followed him in all his Under- 
takings. | | | 

Roderick O Connor, King of Ireland, was alarm'd at 


the Progreſs of the King of Leinſter, and was now con- 


vinc'd that no Treaties or Obligations could bind a 
Prince, who reſolv'd to ſtand to no Engagements which 
ſhorten'd his Proſpects and oppoſed his Deſigns, for 
he had broken the Peace in the moſt outragious Man- 
ner, not conſidering that his Son was an Hoſtage, and 


g of Ireland. 


But before Roderick took the Field to chaſtiſe his Inſo- 


| lence, he thought proper to ſend a Meſſenger to ex- 


poſtulate with him upon his Breach of Faith, to up- 
braid him for his Perjury and Perfidiouſneſs, and to aſ- 
ſure him that if he would not return to his Duty, and 

ſend back the Eugliſh into their own Country, he would 
ſend him his Son's Head, and lay him under a publick 
Interdict, and again oblige him to quit the Iſland. 
This Meſſage was deliver'd, but made no Impreſſion upon 
the King of Leinſter, who knew himſelf to be too well 
ſupported to be terrified by Words, and return'd an Anſwer, 
that he would not ſend back the Eugliſh, but ſoon tran- 


ſport 
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ſport more of them into the Country, and that he 
would not lay down his Army till he had reduced the 
whole Kingdom under his Authority; and withal, that 
if the King of Ireland offer'd to take away the Life of 
his Son, he would revenge his Death by Hoſtilities 
yet unheard of, and not give up his Reſentment with- 
out a complete Deſtruction of himſelf and his Family. 
Roderick 0 Connor was aſtoniſh'd at the Inſolence of 
this petty Prince, and reſolv'd in his Paſſion to execute 
his Purpoſe upon the royal Hoſtage he had in his Hands; 
but upon mature Reflection he deſiſted, and wiſely con- 
ſider'd that his Enemy was in Poſſeſſion of a great Part 
of the Kingdom, and a Terror to what remain'd un- 
ſubdued; that the Event of War was uncertain, and that 
ſuch a barbarous Act would render him odious to his 
People, whoſe Affections were his only Support againſt 
the prevailing Power of a ſucceſsful and haughty 
Enemy. 

The King of Eugland had received Intelligence of the 
Proceedings of his Subjects in Ireland, under the Con- 
duct of the Earl of Hrangwell and other valiant Com- 
manders, and not approving of their Deſigns, he pub- 
liſh'd a Proclamation that no Ship or Bark ſhould fail 
for Ireland out of any of the Eugliſh Ports, and that no 
Trade or Correſpondence ſhould be maintain'd with that de ondug- 
Iſland, under the ſevereſt Penalties, and that all the enges © 
Engliſh in that Kingdom ſhould immediately return vc hann, 
home upon Pain of loling their Eſtates, and of being de- 7* 
clared Rebels and Traytors. This Proclamation ſoon 
came to the Hands of the Earl of Hrangwell, who im- 
mediately call'd a Council of the Eugliſh Officers, and 
it was agreed not to return inſtantly and 2 that 
Country, but to ſend Redmond Delagroſe to the King 
of England, with a Commiſſion to repreſent to his Ma- 
jeſty that it was by his own royal Permiſhon, that the 
Earl of Strangwell eſpouſed the Cauſe of Diarmuid Mac 
Morough King of Leinſter, that the Exghſh had no 
Deſign to withdraw their Allegiance fromtheir natural So- 
vereign, but intended to conquer the Country in his Name, 
and ſubmit the Territories they ſhould ſubdue to his Autho- 
rity.and Diſpoſal. | | 
Wich this Meſſage Redmond Delagroſe ſail'd into 
France, and found the King of England in Gaſcoign. 
Tbis was the Year in which that famous Prelate Tho- 
mas Becket Archbiſhop of Canterbury was murther'd, which 
* Il barbarous 
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barbarous Act was committed upon the firſt Day of 


Par Rog Chriſtmas, in the Year of our Redemption one thouſand o 


170 JE. 


ton an hundred ſeventy one. In the Month of May followin 


Diarmmid the King of Leinſter died and was buried at 
Fearna. 5 
Henry the Second ſoon after he receiv'd this Meſ- 
ſage from his Subjects in /re/and, return'd into England, 
and ſent one of his Knights, whoſe Name was Hermon 
Morty, with Letters to the Earl of Hrangwell; Redmond 
Delagroſe was likewiſe ſent back to the Earl, who re- 
ceiving the Letters, found that he was obliged inſtantly 
to repair into Eugland, and give an Account of his 
Conduct to his Majeſty; when he came to Court he 
was admitted into the King's Preſence, and after he had 
faithfully inform'd him of the Poſture of the [riſþ Af- 


fairs, he offer'd to deliver up the Poſſeſſion of Dublin, 
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Waterf;rd and other principal Towns in the Province of 
Leinſter into his Majeſty's Hands, if he pleaſed by his 
royal Grant to confirm to him and his Heirs, the Enjoy- 
ment of the remaining Parts of that Province. The 
King condeſcended to accept of theſe Terms, and in a 
ſhort Time followed the Earl with a numerous Army 
into /reland; He landed in the Port of Waterford, and 
was attended in this Expedition with five hundred 
Knights beſides a ſelect Army of Horſe and Foot, who 
were all ſet on Shore in the Year of Chriſt one thouſand 
one hundred ſeventy two. | 

The King continued at Waterford for ſome Time: 
This was his head Quarters, and here the Burghers of 
Wexford and the Enghſh throughout the Kingdom, who 
had Notice of his Arrival, came and paid him Homage, 
and ſubmitted to his Authority. Diarmuid More Mac 
Cariy King of Cork likewiſe made a Tender of his 
Submiſhon ro King Henry, which he accepted. From 
IWaterford, the King removed to Caſhel, where he was 
met by Daniel O Bryen King of Limerick, who ſubmit- 
red himſelf, and promiſed to continue faithful in his O- 
bedience, in the ſame Manner as Diarmuid the King of 
Cork had done before him. The King of England was 
pleaſed with this Succeſs, and ſent a Party of Horſe and 
Foot to ſecure Cork and Limerick for his Service. At 


oll aro CaſÞel the principal Nobility of Muſter waited upon him 


and promiſed him Obedience, from thence he return'd. 
to Waterford, where he received Homage from the King 
of O//ery, and Aſſurances of his future Fidelity. From 


+ Waterford 
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Waterford the King of England remov'd to Dublin, 
where he was met by the Nobility of the Province of 
Leinſter, whoſe Submiſſion he received, and promiſed 
to continue them in the Poſſeſſion of their lawful Pri- 
vileges. | 
This general Defection was very unacceptable to Ro- 
derick O Connor the King of Conacht, and of the preat- 
eſt Part of the Iſland, who finding himſelf abandon'd 
by his Countrymen (who rather choſe to ſubmit to a fo- 
reignYokethan attempt to repel theſe Fereigners) thought 
it prudential in him to make a Virtue of Neceſſity, and 
ſubmit likewiſe to the King of England; for he was for- 
ſaken by moſt of the Princes of the Iſland, and was 
in no Circumſtances to oppoſe the Progreſs of the Eu- 
ghſh Arms, and therefore he thought that the Condi- 
tion of his Affairs required that he ſhould rather con- 
feſs an Authority however unjuſt than oppoſe it to his 
own Deſtruction. Under theſe Reflections he received 
a Meſlage from the King of England by two principal 
Noblemen, whoſe Names were Hugo de Lacy and Mil- Sottao 
ham Aldelmel, + with a kind Invitation to wait upon 6. ray, 
theit Maſter, who lay with his Army upon the Bank og ew 
of the River Shannon. The King of [reland was o-“ 
bliged to comply, and accordingly he met the Engliſh 
Monarch at the Place appointed, who received him 
with 2 Generoſity and Friendſhip, and after mutual 
Compliments a Peace was concluded before the Nobi- 
lity of both Kingdoms. Morough Mac Hloinn was at 
this Time the King of Meath; and he likewiſe confeſs'd 
the Authority of the King of England, ſo that there 
was an univerſal Submiſſion, nor was there any King, 
Prince or Noblemam throughout the Iſland, who re- 
| fuſed to receive this Invitation, or did not pay Ho- 
mage to the Enghſh Crown. | | 
The following Winter proved Stormy and Tem- 
peſtuous, ſo that Navigation was dangerous, nor would 
any Ship venture to fail in the Iriſh Sea; by this Means 
the King of England could receive no Intelligence from 
his own Country till the Month of March, at which 
Time he had Letters brought him from England and 
France, which were very unacceptable, and gave him 
great Uneaſineſs ; among other Articles of News, he had 
an Account that the Pope of Rome ſent Cardinals in- 
to England to make particular Inquiry into the Death 
of the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 0 if the King in 
| gx Perſon 
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A Perſon refuſed to give them Satisfaction upon that Head, 
they had Commiſſion to excommunicare him, and, all 
his Subjects, who ſhould afterwards ſubmit to his Au- 

thority, or acknowledge him for their Sovereign. This 
Intelligence was very unwelcome to the King, as the 
Circumſtances of his Affairs then ſtood, but he was e- 

qually ſurpriſed to hear that his eldeſt Son had in his 
Abſence ſeized upon the Crown of England, and re- 

ſolv'd to defend ir againſt his Father by Force of Arms. 

Uuder this Difficulty of Affairs he call'd a Council of 

his ſuperior Officers, wherein it was agreed that a ſelect 

Body of Forces ſhould be win pere into England with 

all Expedition, and the King himſelf would ſoon folloy 

them. This Advice was immediately executed, a ſtrong 

Body was detach'd, who landed in England, and the 

King after he had ſettled his 277 Affairs ſet to Sea and 

arriv'd ſafely in his own Dominions. He diſpoſed of 

the Forces he left in Ireland into proper Garriſons, for the 
Defence of the Country, and to e all Attempts that 

ſhould be made by the Natives, in caſe they ſhould be any 

doda cdoi-· ways Trobleſom under his Government. Hugo de Lacy he 
her e465 left with twenty Knights in Meath, and beſtow'd upon him 
yon ace that Country, and confirm'd it by his royal Grant to his Po- 
nuf eo. ftetity. The Command of the City of Dublin he com- 
mitted to Robert Fitz Stephen and Maurice Fitz Gerald, 

and allowed them twenty Knights for Guard. He left 
Milliam de Aldelmel in the Government of Wexford, and 

join'd with him in Commiſſion Philip de Haſtings and 

Philip de Bruſs, who likewiſe had twenty Knights in 

their Service. The Command of Materford he appoint- 

ed to Humphry Bolum, Hugo Gundauil and Robert Mac 
Bernard, who were attended by twenty Knights. When 

King Henry arrived in England he found that the Ne- 

ceſſity of his Affairs obliged him to ſubmit to the Ro- 

20 gedllain man Cardinals, and to comply with whatever they re- 

ran dong quired in Relation to the Death of the Archbiſhop 

cn: of Canterbury: Theſe Miſhonaries likewiſe adjuſted 
nal the Difference between Henny and the Crown of 
France , and eſtabliſhed a Peace between the two King- 

doms. I tO 
If it ſhopld be inquired in this Place upon what Ac- 
count Diarmuid the King of Leinſter choſe: to 
commit himſelf and his Affairs under the Protection of 
the King of England, rather than to the King of 

France or any other Monarch Cof hriſtendom, it * 
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be uoderſtood that Donough the Son of Bryen Boiroimbe 


Was a Prince very unacceptable to the principal Nobi- 
lity of /reland, who rather than pay him Obedience 
unanimouſly came into a Reſolution to make a Preſent 
of the whole Ifland to Urbanus the Second, Pope of 
Rome , which -was done in the Year of our Re- 
demption one thouſand ninety two. So that by this 
Donation the Popes laid Claim to the Sovereignty of 
Ireland, which they executed ſo far as to govern the 
Nobility and Clergy by wholeſome Laws, and to eſta- 
bliſh a regular Diſcipline in the Church. And the 
Popes maintain'd this Authority till Adria» the fourth 
of that Name fat in Saint Peter's Chair, which was in 
the Year of our Lord one thouſand one hundred and 
fifty four. This Pope was an Eugliſhman by Deſcent, 
and his original Name was Micolas Brusber. 

$zwe the Enghſh Annaliſt aſſerts, in his Chronicle, 


that this Pope beſtowed the Kingdom of {re/and up- unldruy ei- 
on Henn the Second, in the firſt Year of his Reign, as 


and in. the Year of our Redemption one thouſand one 
hundred and fifty four . This Author relates likewiſe 
that this Donation was confer'd upon the King of 
England, on Condition that he would revive the Pro- 
feſhon of the Chriſtian Faith, that was dead through- 
out the Iſland; that he ſhould poliſh the rude Man- 
ners of the Inhabitants, defend and reſtore the Rights 
and Revenues of the Church and Clergy, and take 
eſpecial Care that every inhabited Houſe in the King- 
dom ſhould pay annually one Peny to the Pope under 
the Name of St. Peter's Peny. 

This Grant of the Kingdom of Ireland to King 
Henry was drawn up in Writing, which when he re- 
ceived, he ſent John Biſhop of Sar{sbury with this In- 
ſtrument of the Pope's Donation into {re/and. Upon 
his Landing at Waterford he ſent to the Biſhops and 
the principal Clergy of the Iſland, and gave them an 
Account of his Commiſſion. They attended upon him 
at Waterford, where he publiſh'd the Pope's Grant of 
the Kingdom of Jreland to Henry the ſecond King 
of England, with the Conditions to be perform'd on 
his Part, and by all who ſucceeded him in that Crown. 
The' Clergy took the Matter into Conſideration, and 
after ſome Debates an Inſtrument was drawn up, which 
contain'd their abſolute Submiſhon to this Donation 
of the Pope, and to this they all unanimouſly — 
oy e 
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The Biſhop return'd with this Confirmation A 
Pope's Grant by the Clergy of /reland, and the, ing 
of England ſent the ſame Prelate with the, Joe 
to the Pope, who was well pleas'd with the Submil- 
ſion of the [rſh Clergy, and ſent a Ring to King 
Henry as a Confirmation of his former Grant, by 
which he was eſtabliſh'd in the Poſſeſſion of the [r:/þ 
Crown. 

Bellarmine, an eminent Cardinal, agrees with this 
Account in a Part of his Works, where are theſe Words. 
Adrianus Papa quartus, Natione Anglus, Vir ſapiens & 
pius, Hiberniam [/ulam Henrico /ecundo Regi Anglo- 
rum conceſſit ea conditione, ut in ea Inſula Virtutes 79 
taret & vitia eradicaret, ut a ſingulis Domibus quotannis 
Denarium ſantto Petro pendi curaret, & ut Jura Eccleſi- 
aftica illibata ſervaret: Extat Diploma To. 1 26. Carali- 
nalis Baronii. Adrian the fourth Pope of Rome, by 
Birth an Engliſhman, a w/e and pious Man, hath grant- 
ed the Iſland of Ireland to Henry the ſecond King of 
England, pon Condition that he propagates Virtue in that 
Iſland, and extirpates Vice ; that he takes Care that one 

eny be paid yearly to Saint Peter by every Houſe, and 
that he preſerves the Rights of the Church inviolable: The 
Diploma is extant in the twelfth Volume of Cardinal Ba- 
ronius. 

Stamhburſt in his Chronicle aflerts the ſame thing, 
where he gives the Account that Henry the ſecond, 
King of England, procured a Bull from Adrian the 
Pope of Rome, which injoin'd the Clergy of Ireland, 
and likewiſe the Nobility of the Kingdom, to pay Obe- 
dience to Henry the Second, upon the Conditions and 


under the Reſtrictions therein contain'd. The ſame 


Author likewiſe relates that Alexander the third Pope 
of that Name, ſent a Cardinal (whoſe Name was Vi- 
anus) into Ireland, to inform the Subjects of that 
Kingdom of the Grant that he and the La Pope 
made of that Kingdom to Henry the ſecond King of 
England, by the Tenor of which that Crown was 
confirm'd to Henry and his Succeſſors, upon Conditi- 
on of paying to himſelf and his Succeſſors in Saint 
Peter's Chair, a yearly Tribute of a Peny from every 
inhabited Houſe throughout the Iſane. 

It appears therefore that the Reaſon why Diarmuid 
the King of Leinſter applied himſelf to the King of 
England, rather than to any other Prince, was becauſe 


| the 
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the Ling of England laid Claim to the Kingdom of 1 
Ireland, by Virtue of the Donation from the two Popes xd pals 4 


aboye-mention'd, and therefore that King had Power b E lang. 
by his ſuperior Authority to adjuſt the Pretences ofs. Ses 5e. 
the Princes in Ireland „ and to engage in their Diſ- ob do, Hog 
putes, and conſequently to interpoſe in the Quarrel “ 75. 
of the King of Leinſter, and ſettle him in the Poſſeſ- 
ſion of that Province. 
It muſt be Surpriſing to every one, who makes him- 

ſelf acquainted with the /-;/þ Hiſtory, to find ſuch an 
Expreſhon in the Bull of Pope Adrian, as that the 

King of England was to injoy the Crown of Ireland, 

upon Condition that he would revive the Chriſtian 
Faith, and reſtore it to its former Luſtre; as if Chriſ- 
tianity had been expell'd, and the People had return'd to 

a ſtate of Paganiſm and Idolatry. Whoever gave this 
Account to the Pope was as great an Enemy to Truth, 

as he was to the Glory of the Ih Nation; ſince it is evi- 

dent beyond Contradiction, that the Religion that was e #ges3 
propagated in the Iſland by Saint Patrick, was never ®" ©ne'dn 
totally ſuppreſo d, though by frequent Confuſions in the r t 
State it might ſometimes be obſcur'd. And this is con- 

firm'd not only by Writers among the Viiſh, but by 

many Authors of other Nations ; for notwithſtanding 

(= the venerable Bede relates in his Hiſtory of Eng- 

nd,) there was a Difference between the Iriſh and the 

Engliſh Clergy, and ſome of the former were infected 

with the Hereſy of Pelagius, yet the principal and the 

more learned Part of the Clergy of /reland, were free 

from the Contagion of thoſe peſtilent Doctrines, and 

not only kept the Chriſtian Faith alive, but by their Preach- 

ing and Example, occaſion'd it to flouriſh through the 
greateſt Part of the Iſland, eſpecially from the Reign 

of the illuſtrious Bryen Boiroimbe, till Henry the Second 
landed upon the Coaſts. | 

And that the State of Religion was not ſo languiſh- 

ing as the Bull of the Pope would repreſent, among 

ace Teſtimonies that might be produced it will be 
ſufficient to inſiſt upon the Number among the prin- 
cipal Nobility and Gentry of that Kingdom, who in 
the latter Part of their Life enter'd into religious Houſes, 
as Retirements wherein to ſpend their remaining 
Days in Piety and Exerciſes of Devotion. Among the 
illuſtrious Perſonages, who ſecluded themſelves from the 
Pleaſures. of the World for the ſake of Devotion, * 
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WYV the pious Fathbbertach an Troſdam O Mei, hð⁰ was 
the En profeſs'd Penznext in Leland, and aſterw ards un- 
dertook (according to the Religion of thoſe: Times 
Pilgrimage to Rowe, in the Year of our Lord ond thoys 
ſand ſeventy three. Donough the Son of Bien Hare 
imbe (as appears by this Hiſtory) finiſh'd a Pilgrimagr 0 
the ſame Place, and devoted himſelf to a Holy Life in 

| the Abby of Saint Hepben where he ended his Days“ 

do beata Teige Mac Lorcan King of Cnſealach ſpent the latter 
epaibteds Part of his Life in Glandaloch, in a molt penitent and 
ws os” religious Manner. Cathal the Son of Roger O Connor, 
af. King of the Eaſt Part of the Province of Conacht, ended 
his Life with great Devotion in Ardmach, and Mortough 
O Bryen King of Leath Modba and of the 2 Part 
of Ireland, retired to the ſame Place for his five laſt 
Vears, and died a ſevere Penitent. p32 
Many more Inſtances might be produced of the prin · 
cipal Nobility of the Kingdom, who ended their Days 
in religious Sorrow and the ſtricteſt Piety, from the 
Reign of the great Bryen Boiroimbe to the Arrival of the 
Engliſb upon the Coaſts; from whence it is evident 
that whoever gave Intelligence to Pope Aarian, that 
the Chriſtian Faith was ſuppreſs'd and aboliſh'd through 
out the Kingdom of /reland, was as great an Enemy to 
Truth and Integrity, as he profeſs d himſelf to the 
Piety and Character of the /7:;/b Nation. Tha. 
A ſecond Evidence to prove that the Doctrines o 
Chriſtianity were received and eſtabliſh'd in the Iſland; 
long before the Coming of the Erngh/h, may be de- 
duced by taking a general Survey of many Churches, Mo- 
naſteries and Abbies erected throughout the Iſland, by 
the Charity of pious Perſons, for the Benefit of Deyo- 
tion and the Service of divine Worſhip, before the 
Engliſh drew Breath in the Country. Maol/eachluin 
King of Meath and Monarch of the Iſland, built St. 
Mary's Abby in the City of Dublin, in the Year of our 
Redemption one Gd one hundred thirty nine. 
do togbail Donough O Carroll King of Oirgiallach, erected the Ab- 

e e by of Mielliſont in the Country of Lowh. This pious 

guy cean- Work was begun at the Solicitation of St. Mala 

pul ano N. chias, and completed in the Year one. thouſand one 
hundred forty two. St. Malachias the Biſhop of Each 

Dun built the Abby of Jobbair Cimragha, in the Year' 

one thouſand one hundred forty four. Diarmuid Mac 
Morough King of Leinſter, laid the Foundation of the 

4 Abby 
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Abby of Beulunglaſ, Anu Domini one thouſand one  YV 
hindred fifty one. The Abby of Beidif otherwiſe 
calbd de Bemuudine, in the County of Meaib, the Ab- 
by O Durna in the County of Kerry, the Abby of Marg 
in the County of Limeriot, and the Abby of Boyle, 
vere erected in the Year of our Redemption one thou- 
ſand one hundred ſixty one. Daniel O Bryen, King of 
Limetict, built the Abby of the holy Croſs in the 
County of '73pperary, in the Year of Chriſt one thou- 
ſand one hundred fixty nine. The Abby of Fearmoye in 
the County of Cork was finiſhed in the Year one thou- 
ſand one hundred and ſeventy. Many more Inſtances 
might be produced of Churches, Abbies, Monaſteries and 
other religious Foundations erected in thoſe pious Times, 
before-the Engliſb came upon the [r:/h Coalts and con- 
ſequently it follows that thoſe Foreigners did not plant 
the Catholick Faith in the Iſland, but found it as 
it was believed and eſtabliſhed for many preceding 
Ages. | 
50 third Teſtimony in Confirmation that Chriſtianity 
was not extinguiſh'd in the Iſland, before the Arrival 
of the Engliſb, may be drawn from the ancient Annals 
of the Kingdom, which give an Account of many Sy- 
nods and Eccleſiaſtical Conventions, conſiſting of the 
Clergy and Nobility, that were held with a Deſign to 
regulate the Diſcipline of the Church, and likewiſe 
Matters of ſecular Concern,; and it is certain that the 
Affairs of Religion were ſettled by thoſe Aſſemblies, 
and Canons — Injunctions eſtabliſh'd from the Reign 
of Donough the Son of Bryen Boiroimbe, till the Eu- eo tegeu- 
gliſb obtain'd Poſſeſſions in the Iſland. = — 4 
The firſt Convocation of Note in [reland was aſſem- dm anro 7e. 
bled at Haab Mac Naongy/a, in the firſt Year of the 
Reign of Mortough O Bryen, and in the Year of Christ 
one thouſand one hundred and ten. In this Synod the 
old Laws and Canons both Eccleſiaſtical and Civil 
were reviſed and corrected, and whatever Errors or he- 
retical Doctrines had through the Indolence of Church 
Diſcipline crept into the Church, were cenſured and 
condemned, and the Fomenters of Schiſm and Diviſion 
brought to Puniſhment. | 
Another Eccleſiaſtical Convention was ſummon'd in 
the fifth Year of the Reign of Mortough abovemention'd, 
and the whole Body of the Clergy and Nobility afſem< 
bled as Rarh-Breaſarl, in the Year of our Redemption 
Nd 5 | one 
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WYV one thouſand one hundred and fi fteen. In this Synod theDi- 
oceſes were laid out, and their ſeveral Boundaries fixed, and 
Biſhops ordained throughout the Kingdom. 

A third Convocation of the Clergy and Nobility 
of Ireland was held at Ceanananus in the Country of 
Meath, in which Chriſtzanus O Conaire Biſhop of LV 
more preſided, and was commiſhon'd with a legantine 
Power from the Pope. In this Synod alſo fat a Roman 
Cardinal call'd Joannes Papiron. He was ſent from 
the holy Father to preſent four Copes to the four Arch- 
biſhops in Ireland, to ordain Eccleliaſtical Canons, and 
to regulate the Diſcipline of the Church. In this 
Convention, among other excellent Injunctions, the 

dra dligte wicked Practice of Symony was ſuppreſs'd, Uſury was 

ran cosa cenſured and forbidden, Tythes were order'd to be paid 

ro ceanana- by divine Right, Rapes, Incontinence, Profaneneſs 

e. and Immorality were interdicted and reſtrain'd. It would 

be Repetition to inſiſt upon the particular Matters de- 
bated and confirm'd in this Synod, ſince they have 
been related before in their proper Place. Theſe are 
Arguments of Force ſufficient to overthrow the Aſper- 
ſion of thoſe Writers who confidently aſſert that Chriſti- 
nity was extinguiſh'd in the Iſland; when the Ex- 
gliſh firſt made an Attempt and landed upon the 
Coaſts. 

The Eugliſh Hiſtorians have likewiſe abuſed the an- 
cient Iriſp, in another Inſtance, by charging them with 
Barbarities and unheard of Cruelties, and with a pecu- 
liar Savageneſs in their Nature that inclin'd them to the 
moſt uncivilis'd and brutiſh Practices; but to qualify 
the Severity of this Cenſure, it will appear unqueſtion- 
ably true, that five of the ſuperior Officers, that came 
over with the Eugliſh, were guilty of more vile and in- 
human Actions, than had been committed in the Iſland 
from the Reign of Bryen Boiroimbeè till thoſe Foreign- 
ers arrived. Nothing Civil or Sacred eſcaped the Fu- 
ry of theſe Commanders: Churches, and religious Houſes 
were plunder'd and deſtroy'd without Mercy and Diſ- 
tinction: Murthers, Rapes, Tyranny and the moſt 
unconſcionable Oppreſhon were the Recreation of theſe 
Foreigners, who without Remorſe or Regret confound- 
ed every thing human and divine, and made the Iſland 
a moſt deplorable Scene of Bloodſhed and Miſery. The 

do dora. Earl of Strangwell, Robert Fitz Stephen, Hugo de Lacy, 

gaf cuid do 5 

gairle gall John de Courcy and Wilham Aldelmell, were ſevere In- 
4 0. | 4 ſtruments 


X ELAN D. 
ſtruments in t 
divided Natives, as will appear from ſome Inſtances of 
their Barbarity, but more particularly from the Chro- 
nicle of Hainburſt and other Writers. But divine Ven- 
geance, notwithſtanding they raged with Impunity, fix'd 
a Mark of Infamy upon the Pamilies of theſe Plun- 
derers, for ſcarce a Man of them left a Son behind 
him to injoy the Effects of their Father's Oppreſſion; 
as Sramburſt expreſily teſtifies of the Earl of Hrangwell, 
who, after he had committed inexpreſſible Outrages up- 
on the Natives, ravaged and deſtroy'd Churches and 
Monaſteries, and expell'd the Clergy Regular and Se- 
cular without Diſtinction, died miſerably at Dublin 
in the Year of Chriſt one thouſand one hundred ſeventy 
ſeven, after the Tyranny of ſeven Years from his firſt 
landing in the Country. It was obſerv'd before that 
this Eugliſb Nobleman was married to Av;fe the Daugh- 
ter of the King of Leinſter; by this Princeſs. he left 
Iſſue but one Daughter, whoſe Name was //abella; this 
Lady was contracted to Hilliam Marſhal, an Engliſh- 


man, by whom ſhe had five Sons and five Daughters; 


All the Sons died childieſs, the Daughters were mar- 
ried to Engliſh Noblemen, among whom was divided 
the Country of Leſter, in the Year of Chriſt one thou- 
ſand two hundred and thirty, which brought great and 
laſting Calamities upon that Province. Thus were Miſ— 
fortunes intail'd upon the Poſterity of the Earl of Hrrang- 
well, from whom by his Grand-daughters were derived 
the Mortimers, the Bruces, and other Families of good 
Quality. 

Hugo de Lacy, when he had fixed himſelf in the 
Government of Meath, by a Grant from King Heury 
the Second, molt injuriouſly treated Clan Colmain and 
the Nobility and Gentry of that Country: He put as 
many to the Sword as were Perſons of any Diſtinction, 
and reduc'd the Inhabitants to the utmoſt Diſtreſs. 
Theſe Barbaritics procured him the Hatred of the Peo- 
ple, inſomuch that a young Gentleman of Meath re- 
ſolved to deſtroy the Tyrant; and the better to exe- 
cute his Purpoſe, he came to a Fort that Hugo was railing 


at Diarmugh, and Signing himſelf in the Habit of »0#25«hu- 


zo de lac 


2 common Labourer, he found an Opportunity to ac- 
compliſh his Deſign. Hainhunſt beſtows an infamous 
Character upon this Eugliſh Nobleman, and particular- 
ly charges him with ungovernable Luſt, which he bru- 


. tiſnly 


he Hands of Providence to chaſtiſe the WYV 
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A tiſhly gratified at all Adventures. But as the fame Hi- 
ſtorian obſerves, his Death was ſeverely proſecuted and 
reveng'd, by a Son of his own Name, upon the Peo- 

le of Meath; for the young Hugo de Lacy, ſupported 
by the Aſſiſtance of John de Courcy, fell upon the In- 
habitanrs, plunder'd the Country, and committed the 
moſt cruel Outrages, that Fire and Sword, in the Hands 

of an inraged Enemy, could attempt and execute. 
The Chronicle above cited gives an Account that 
William Mac Aldelmel was of a malicious and cruel 
Diſpoſition, was miſerably covetous, and the moſt fickle, 
falle hearted and inconſtant of Men. Among other 
Acts of Oppreſſion he violently ſeized upon a Manor 
of Land, that was pofleſsd by the Children of Mau- 
rice Fitz Gerald, which was their lawful Right and 
Inheritance, and to whom this Milliam bore an irrecon- 

cileable Hatred. by 

The old Annals of Ireland expreſſly mention, that 
when Wilkam Mac Aldelmel held the Command of 
Limerick by Commiſhon from the King of Exgland, 
there aroſe a violent Conteſt between two Princes of 
the Line of the O Comnor's that were Brothers, concern- 
ing the Government of the Province of Conacht, The 
catal eo-- Name of theſe Rivals were Cathall Carrach, and Cathall 
aria Crobhdearg ; and the Hiſtorian relates, that //i/liam Fitz 
anyo %. Aldelmell eſpouſed the Cauſe of Cathall Carrach, and 
John de Courcy profels'd himſelf on the other Side, and 
declared in favour of Cathall Crobhdearg. Forces were 
raiſed, and many Encounters happen'd, and the Province 
was miſerably plunder'd by both Parties: In this Diſ- 
pute the principal Nobility of Conacht were deſtroy'd, 
but at laſt the Controverſy was ended by a deciſive Bat- 
| tel that was fought couragiouſly by the 1riſh and the 

Engliſh on both Sides, and Victory was for ſome Time 

in Suſpenſe, but the Forces of Catball Carrach, in the End, 

received a general Defeat, and he himſelf was ſlain. 

After this Battel Milliam Fitz Aldelmell built a ſtrong 

Caſtle for his Security at Mileach O Madden, which 

he fortified with a good Guard, and then returned to 

Limerick. | 

| Cathall Crobhdearg laid cloſe Siege to this Garriſon, 

ns and continued his Attack with that Vigour, that the 

Party within were apprehenſive the Caſtle would be tak- 
en, and every Man of them put to the Sword. To 
avoid this military Execution they ſtole away by Night, 


and 
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and fled for Protection to William Aldelmel to Limerick. SW 

Catball in the Morning finding the Fort without De- 

fence, ſet it on Fire, and raſed it to the Ground. A- 

delmel after this Misfortune raiſed freſh Troops, and 

when he had completed his Numbers, he led them into 

the Province of Conacht, where he raged in a moſt 

hoſtile Manner, and plundering the Country, he found 

Booty of immenſe Value. But Cruelty was the predo- 

minant Paſſion which this Nobleman reſolv'd to grati- 

fy; he therefore put all that he found to the Sword hy 
without Diſtinction of Clergy and Laity, and demo- 

liſhed all the conſecrated Places, and deſtroy'd moſt of 

the religious Houſes throughout the Province. For 

theſe impious and inhuman Practices he was proſecuted 

by the Diſcipline of the Church, and ſolemnly excom- 

municated by the Clergy of Conacht. This Tranſacti- 

on ſtands upon Record in a Book of the Annals of Fre- 

land, written about three hundred Years ago. This» asg 

Chronicle is of undiſputed Authority, and is commonly See News 

known by the Name of the Speckled Book of Mac Eogain, os. 

and in the Iriſh Language call'd Lebbar Breac. The 
ſame Author obſerves likewiſe that the Vengeance of 
Heaven purſued this Oppreſſor, William Aldelmell, in a 
wonderful Manner, and fixed ſuch Diſtortions and ſtrange 
Diſeaſes upon his Body, that were utterly incurable, fo 
that he died in a moſt deplorable Manner, without any 
Symptoms of Remorſe or Repentance, and was depriv'd 
of the decent Rites of Chriſtian Burial; for his Body 
was carried to a Village, whoſe Inhabitants he had mur- 
derd, and thrown into a Pit in unhallow'd Ground, 
from whence it was never removed. 

Near the ſame Time there aroſe a violent Difference 
berween John de Conrcy, and Hugo de Lacy the young- 
er, that was carried on with great Paſſion and Animoſi- 
ty on both Sides. In this Conteſt moſt of the princi- 
pal Nobility and Gentry of Uſer, and the Country of 
Meath, loſt their Lives, and the People were dreadfully 
plunder'd. But in the End John de Caurcy was taken 
Priſoner by Hugo, who charg'd him with treaſonable 
Practices againſt the Crown of Eugland, and therefore 
he deliver'd him into the Hands of the Eugliſb, whounder- 
took to ſupport their Allegations, and prove the Accu- 
ſation againſt him. De Courcy was accordingly ſent in- 
to England to anſwer the Treaſon he was charg'd with, 
and as ſoon as he arriv'd the King commanded him 


1 to 


X — — 


— 


8 


m_—— 


5 IG OY 


, ! 
C 
-+ 
. 8 
27 

F . * 
. 


The GENERAL HISTORT of 


to be laid in Irons; but he was ſoon deliver'd from his 


Impriſonment, and not only fully pardon'd, but receiv'd, 
a Licenſe to return if he pleas'd and = his Fortune 
again in Jreland, For this purpoſe he ſet to Sea, but 
was repuls'd into Hugland fourteen Times by Storms 
and bad Weather; but nothing diſcouraged (as Hain— 
hurſt relates in his Chronicle) he again weigh'd Anchor, 
but he was encounter'd by a violent Tem peſt and dri- 
ven upon the Coaſts of France, where he landed, and 


in that Country he ended his Life. 


The above cited Annaliſt gives an Account that an 
Engliſh Gentleman of the Family of the Courcy's had 
fixed himſelf in /reland, and was treacheroully (lain by 
Hugo de Lacy and his Brother Walter, who conſpir'd 


do Uamhu- his Death. To revenge this Action, the Relations of 
go de lac a 
Do fog S. the Deceaſed took up Arms, and many Misfortunes aroſe 


on «nyo 756. from this Difference, and ſuch Heart- burnings between 


the two Families, that could never be reconciled, 
Their mutual Animoſities were at length carried to 
that Height, that they affected the Peace of the whole 
Iſland, inſomuch that King John of England was o- 
bliged to tranſport a numerous Army, which being join'd 
with ſeveral Bodies of the Iriſh, enter'd the Country of 
Meath in Order to ſuppreſs the Quarrel, and puniſh the 
Family of Hugo de Lacy, who had been the Aggreſſor. 
Hugo had quick Intelligence of the March of the King's 
Forces, and fled with his Followers for Safety to Car- 
rick Feargus. He was perſued cloſe, and being in imme- 
diate Danger, the two Brothers privately went on Ship- 
board and fail'd into France, In that Country it was 
neceſſary they ſhould conceal their Quality, and for 
that Purpoſe they diſguiſed themſelves in a mean Dreſs, 
and hired themſelves as Labourers to work in the 
Garden of an Abbot in the Country of Normandy. In this 
Obſcurity they remained for ſome Time, but weary of 
their hand Service, and deſirous to return to their own 


Country, they at length found an Opportunity to diſ- 


cover themſelves to their Maſter ; When they had made 
known to him the Circumſtances of their Misfortunes, 
they intreated him that he would intercede for them to 
the King of England, and endeavour to obtain their 


Pardon. The Abbot immediately undertook the good 


Office, and not only prevail'd that they ſhould be for- 
given, but that they ſhould be reſtored to their Eſtates. 
The Brothers under this Security return'd to [reland; 


4 and 
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and John the King of Hugland not long after died in 
the Year of Chriſt one thouſand two hundred and 
ſixteen, 
In the Reign of Henry the third, King of England, oo bci 
very violent Wars were carried on between Hugo de . 
Ta and Milliam Marſhall, inſomuch that by the got an. 
Hoſtilities on both Sides the Country of Meath was al- 
moſt deſtroy'd; and many of the /;/h Nobility, who en- 
gaged in this Diſpute, loſt their Lives. The ſame Mil- 
iam Marſhall tought Meils Fitz Henry in many Battels 
with various Succeſs, and by theſe inteſtine Broils the 
two Provinces of Munſter and Leinſter were plun- 
der'd, and the Inhabitants reduced to the utmoſt Mi- 
ſeries. 

Hanmer obſerves in his Chronicle, that Milliam 
Marſhall was publickly excommunicated by the Bi- 
ſhop of Fearus, becauſe he had ſeized upon a Manor 
of Land that was his and refuſed to lice it. Un- 
der this Sentence that cruel Eugliſhman died in his own 
Country, and the divine Vengeance ſeverely chaſtiſed 
him for his Sacrilege and other Impieties; for out of 
five Sons not one ſurvived to injoy the curſed Ac- 
quiſitions of the Father, who died childleſs, with 
a Brand upon his Memory that will never be worn 
out. 

The above ſaid Meills, who was of a cruel and mercileſs 
Diſpoſition, and committed great Outrages upon the Nati- 
ves. Among other Hoſtilities, he led his Troops to Clraz;z 

Mac Mois, and laying cloſe Siege to it for twelve Days, he 
took it by Storm, and put all he met with o the Sword. 
The Houſes were plunder'd, and the Proviſions and 
Cattle that they found were carried off: Nothin 
however. ſacred eſcaped the Fury of the Soldiers, 
Churches and religious Houſes. were pillaged, and all 
their Ornaments and conſecrated Plate they eſteem'd 
as lawful Booty. Theſe barbarous and wicked Hoſti- 
lities were practiſed by the Engh/ſb wherever they came, 
and the whole Iſland was almoſt deſtroy'd by their 
continual Devaſtations. Ly/more and the Liberties. of 
it were plunder'd (as the Chronicles of Hainburſt ex- 
preſſly teſtify) by Hermon Morty, and Redmond Dela- 
groſe; though it mult be confeſs'd that Hermon before 
he died was ſtruck with Remorſe for all the Cruelties 
he. had acted, and as an Atonement, he aſſumed the 
Habit of a Monk, and built the Abbey of Dun Broth » 
Z | 7B | the 
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Ball «nyo. ſign to free themſelves from ſuch mercileſs Auxiliarles, 
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ac County of Wexford, in the Year of Ci ont thou?” 


ſand rwo hundred ſeventy nine. This Nöblemäan Had 
been very active in reducing the [r:/h, and was concert'd' | 
in many wicked and unwarrantable Practices; but what 
made the deepeſt Impreſſion . Mind was His be- 
ing concern'd with William Fitz Aldelmell in plunder- 
ing the Churches of Inis Catha, and alineating the Reve- 
nues belonging to their own Uſe. | 
The 1r:/h were at . inraged by theſe inſuppor- 
table Oppreſſions, for when they obſerv'd that the Ex- 
gliſb inſtead of propagating the Religion of Chrifl, and 
reforming the rugged Manners of the People, had 
nothing in View but Plunder and Booty, and that 
cogas xalt Churches and Monaſteries were not exempt from their 


If B9oviol C.yetous and ſacrilegious Attempt, they form'd a De- 
7 do cealy 


and to drive them out of the Iſland; for this Purpoſe 

the principal of the /r;/þ Nobility applied themſelves 

to O Connor Maonmuzghe King of Conacht, and offer'd to 

raiſe him to the Sovereignty of the Iſland, if he would 

but aſſiſt to expell theſe im ag and reſtore Liberty 

to his Country. The firſt who made theſe Propoſals 
to the King of Conacht, was Daniel O Bryen King of 
Limerick, who was followed in the ſame generous De- 

ſign by Roger, the Son of Dunſleibbe King of Ulfer, 

ber res Daniel Mac Carty King of Deſmond, Maolſeachlum Bea 
conaf odn King of Meath, and by O Ruorke King of O Brom and 7 
1% Conmaine. But before any Reſolutions were formed up- 
on this Scheme, O Connor the King of Conacht was un- 
fortunately kill'd by an Accident at Dun Leoga in Jobb 
Maine where he kept his Court. | 
It is evident from what has been hitherto obſerv'd, that 
the Tyranny, the Oppreſſion, and many Cruelties per- 


petrated by the Exgliſh upon the native Iriſb, were the 
Cauſe of that Diſaffection that appear'd in general 


throughout the Iſland. The Inhabitants were upon all 
occaſions made a Sacrifice of, and when the Engliſh 
uarrell'd among themſelves, whatever Party ſucceeded, 
K Natives were ſure to be the Sufferers. The Pride, 
Ambition and Covetouſneſs of thoſe Foreigners were 
perfectly inſupportable; they offer d outrageous Violence 
to the Law of Nations and the received Uſages of Man- 
kind; and therefore it is not to be admir'd that the 70 
made frequent Attempts to depoſe their Lordly Maſ- 
ters, and ſhake off a Yoke that they were not able to 


bear. 
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bear. The Eugliſb Government in Helaud, had it been . 
adminiſter'd with Diſcretion and good Policy, would 
Ve. been, well received by the Inhabitants, 5 6. natu- 
rally. are a ſubmiſſive and obedient People, and eſteem 
theAu thority of the Laws as ſacred, when they are exe- 
cuted with Moderation and Prudence. And this Cha- 
racter is conſiſtent with what John Davis obſerves, in 
the laſt Leaf of his Iriſh Hiſtory. There is no Nati- 
on or People under the Sun that doth love equal and in- 
different Juſtice better than the Vriſb, in caſe it would 
c againſt themſelves in Juſtice, ſo as they may 
ave the Proportion and Benefit of the Law, when up- 
an any juſt Occaſion they require it. It was the Opi- 
nion we perceive of this Author, that the Seeds of Diſo- 
bedience were not naturally planted in the People of 
Ireland; but the Oppreſſions they ſuffer'd by the Ty- 
ranny of the Eugliſb Commanders made them deſpe- 
rate, and urg'd them on to Attempts, which they would 
neverhave thought of, had they been well uſed, and 
treated with that Tenderneſs and Humanity which the 
Circumſtances of their Caſe fo juſtly deſery'd. 
Notwithſtanding what has been ſaid of the Cruelties 
and ſacrilegious Acts of ſome of the Eugliſb, it muſt 
be obſerv'd that many of thoſe Foreigners, who came 
into Ireland, were Perſons of different Qualities, (from 
thoſe five ſuperior Officers above-mentioned.) Many 
of them were Men of Virtue and ſtrict Piety, who pro- 
moted the Service of God and the Cauſe of Religion, , 
by erecting Churches and Monaſteries, and beſtowing ee Fall 
large Revenues upon them for their Support. And God ande emn 
rewarded their Charity and Acts of Mercy with parti-“I 
cular Marks of his Favour, and not only bleſſed them 
in their own Perſons, but in a noble and worthy Poſte- 
rity, who now inherit their Eſtates, and deſerve an ho- 
nourable Mention in this Hiſtory. The principal Fa- 
milies now remaining, who deſcended lineally from the 
Engliſh, who firſt arrived in the Iſland, are the Firz Ge- 
ralds, the Burkes, Butlers, Barrys, Courcys, Bellews, Roches, 
Powers, Fitz Maurices, Pierces, Gracies, Prindergaſts, 
Fleming; Purcells, Preſtons, , Dalions, Lachs, 
Walſhes, Tobins, Sertells, Blanfields, Berminghams, Con- 
dons; | Cantilons, Cantwells, Deverenxs, Darcyes, Races, 
Fannyns, Verdons, Neagles, Walls, Bagotts, Bagnalls, 
Supples; Browns, Trants, Galways, Gould, Sliddys, Ter- 
vw» 2108 JON 170 | ; | 
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H, Terrills, Stritches, Molſes, Picketts, Nauf, Ciba, 
Dondons, Raymond, and many others. 
But the Families of Engliſh Deſcent that are now flour 
iſhing in reland, will be taken Notice of in à wor 
proper Place, where an Account will be given of thei 

Intermarriages with the /-:/þ Nobility, of the Eſtat 
they are poſſeſsd of, and the memorable Exploits they 
have oiled, This will be the Subject of the third 
Part of this Hiſtory which will be publiſh'd, if properly 
encourag'd, and deduced with great Care and Fidelity, 
from the Reign of Henry the Second to the preſent 
Times. The Coat of Arms of each Family will be in- 
ſerted, the Wars between the Eugliſhßh and Iriſh will be 
related faithfully, and all Tranſactions of Note impar- 
tially recorded, in Order to complete (whatever never 
yet appear'd) a true Hiſtory of Ireland. 


N 
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The End of the ſecond Book, 


An Accouxr of the ſpreading BR Ax - 
HES of the Poſterity of MiLEs Ius, 


and his Uncle Ir n, the Son of Bxzo- 
GAN. 


THERE are ſome Chronicles of [reland which 


free Gentlemen among the /r;/þ; fix of Leath Modha 
and fix of Leath Curmn. The fix Families of Leath 
Modha are theſe, Dail Eogam, Dalgaiſe, Dail Bhfia- 
chach, Dail GCeide Dail Mburrme, and Dail 
Dairme. The ſix Families that belong to Leath Cuinn 
are reckon'd thus, Dail Cumn, Dail Cein, Dail Naru- 
1dhe, Dail Bhfiathach, Dail Riada, and Dail Machuirb; 
but this Account has but little Authority, nor do we 
delign to follow it in explaining the Branches of the 
Poſterity of Mzle/zus, but ſpeak particularly of the three 


Sons of Maleſius, who left Iſſue behind them, via. He- 


ber Fronn, Ir and Heremon, and likewiſe of the Deſcen- 
| dents from ſth the Uncle of Mileſius abovementi- 
oned. 5 | 
It is to be obſerv'd in this Place, that there were 
ſix Slaves, who came into Ireland, whoſe Genealogies 
ought not to be inquired after, though it muſt be con- 
 fefs'd that ſome of them were ih, but others were 
not. The firſt Sort of them were the Remnant of the 
#:rbolgs and the Tuatha de Dananns; the Second were 
ſuch as left their own Country, and though deſcended 
from Families of Note, yet ſubmitted to pay Tribute to 
other Powers. The third were ſuch whoſe Eſtates 
were conquer'd, and they themſelves forced to live in 
a ſervile Subjection to their Enemies. The fourth were 
ſuch Gentlemen, who loft their Lives and forfeited their 
| Re 4." | Eſtates 
I | 


aſſert, that there are twelve ſeveral Tribes of 
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pfttates for capital Offences. The fifth were ſuch as 


deſcended from hired Soldiers and Auxiliaries, who left 
Iſſue behind them in /reland. The ſixth were ſuch s 
came into the Iſland as Drudges and Slaves, when the 
Mileſians firſt ſettled in the Country. The Poſtevity 
of theſe ſix Tribes are as it were perfectly extinct 
in the Country, nor is it to be wonder'd at, if it 
be conſidered that when Tuathal Teachtmar return'd 
from his Exile in Scorland, and obtain'd the Sovereign- 
ty of the Iſland, he extirpated theſe raſcally People for 
murdering the /r:/h Nobility, (as mention'd in the fore- 
going Hiſtory) and deſtroy'd them in five and twenty 
Battels in Ulſter, in twenty five in Leinſter, in twent 

five in Conacht, and in twenty five in Munſter: And if 
any of them happen'd to eſcape, they were eſteem'd of 
ſo baſe and ignominious an Extract, that they were 
beneath the Regard of the publick Antiquaries, who 
never condeſcended to ae their Genealogies; nor 
was it lawful for them to take Notice of their Pedi- 
grees under the ſevereſt Penalties: So that if any of 
the Poſterity of theſe raſcally Clans pretend to give a 
ſucceſſive Account of their Deſcents, they have no Au- 


thority to ſupport them but their own Inſolence, and 


therefore they are not to be regarded. 

What properly falls under Conſideration in this Place, 
are the principal Branches of the noble and chief Fa- 
milies of the {r:/þ or Gadelian Race; and for the ſake 
of Method we ſhall begin with the Poſterity of Heber 
Fionn, becauſe he was the eldeſt Brother of the Sons of 
Mileſius, who left Iſſue behind him in Ireland; though 
it muſt be obſerv'd that we ſhall not be ſtrictly confinꝰd 
to this Order, but deduce likewiſe in a direct Line o- 
ther noble Families of /re/aud, who did not originally 
deſcend from this royal Stock, but advanc'd themſelves 
by a Superiority of Virtue and Courage above others, 
who e er could boaſt of a nobler Extraction. 

By the preceding Hiſtory it appears, that the younger 
Brothers more often acquired the Monarchy of the 
Iſland and the Government of the Provinces than the 
elder. To prove this, a few Examples will be ſufficient. 
It is certain | wa the Sovereignty of /reland oftner fell in- 
to the Hands of the Poſterity of Heremon, who was the 
younger Brother ofthe Sons of Mileſius, that left Iflue, than 
of Heber Fionn, who was the eldeſt Son; and that there 
were more {r;/þ Monarchs of the Poſterity of Cobhrharg 

L Caolmbreac, 
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Caolmbreac, the Son of Ugaine More, than of the Line 


of Laogaire Luirc, who was the elder Brother. The 
Poſterity of Mall the Hero of the nine Hoſtages more 
8 ſat upon the Throne of Vrelaud, notwith- 
ſtanding 

his four elder Brothers. The Crown of the Province 
of Conacht oftner deſcended to the Family of Duach 
Galach the youngeſt Son of Bryexy, the Son of 
Eochaidh, than to the Line ofthe three and twenty Bro- 
thers that were born before him. The Province of 
Leinſter likewiſe had more Kings of the Poſterity of 
Fiachad Baiceada, the youngeſt Son of Cathaoir More, 
than of the Family of his nine elder Brothers. So that 
ſince neither the Monarchy of /e/and, nor the Govern- 
ment of the Provinces, did deſcend in an Hereditary Line, 
but was always beſtow'd upon the moſt worthy and 
deſerving, the Method I ſhall follow will be to trace 
the Genealogies of the moſt noble Families from what- 
ever Root they ſprung, and to derive every Branch 
from its own proper Stem, with that Fidelity and Ex- 
actneſs as can juſtly be expected through ſo many Ages, 
and ſo long a Diſtance of Time from their ſeveral Ori- 
ginals. | 
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e was the youngeſt, than the Seed of any of 
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THE 


GENEALOGY 


Of the Pos TERITY of 


HEBER FIONN, 


The Eldeſt of the Sons of King Mileſius, of Spain that left 


Iſſue. 
Oilioll Olum, who 


Firſt we be 


k 


in with the Seed of Hogan More, Son of 
ad three Sons that left Iſſue, 9g. Hogan 


More, Cormac Cas, and Kian; and there lives no more of 


the Hiberian Race but ſuch as deſcended from the ſaid three 
Sons of Oilioll Olum. 


The PE DIG REE of Mac 
Carty More, 


TN Anie!, the firſt Earl 
Daniel an Dromuin, 
Cormac Laighrach, . 
Teige Liath, 
4 Daniel an Dana. 
Teige na Mainiſtreach, 
Daniel. This Daniel had 4 Bro- 
ther whoſe Name was Diar- 
muid More. Muſcroidhe, 
| - from whom deſcended the noble 
Lords of Muskery and Eogan 
of Buird Mainge from — 


lain, and Molahif deſcended. 
Charles, | 
Daniel Oge, from whom Clan 
1 Daniel Roe: From Diarmuid 
Trallee, another Brother of the 
ſaid Daniel, deſcended the ho- 
nourable Family of Mac Finins 
| of Ceithirne. 
1 Danie! Roe of Nois Breath, 
Cormac Fionn, from whom de- 
ſeended the noble Families of 
the Mac Cartys #f Alla, and 
Kings of Deſmond, and Da- 
niel from another Brother of the 
ſaid Cormac deſcended Daniel 
God, from whom deſcended 
Mac Carty Riabhach, and the 
| Nobles that deſcended from him 
m Carbry. 
Daniel More na Carra, 
Diarmuid na Cille Baine, from 
whom deſcended Teige Roe na 


Son of 


the Mac Carty of Cluan Mao- 


Son of 


| 1 Sgairte. 

Cor mac Muighthamhnach, from 
Teige, this Cormac's Brother, 

| deſcended the honourable Family 

of Mac Auliff, 

Muireadhach, 

Carthach, from whom the Mac 
Cartys are called. 

Juſtin, from his Brother Mur- 
chadh ſprung the noble Family 
O Callaghain. 

Donough, 

Callaghan Caſhel, 

Buadhach, 

Lachtna, 

Artgaile, 

Sneadhuſa, from F ch Sne- 
adhuſa's Brother, deſcended the 
_ of the Fionnguin. 

Dongaile, 

Daolguſa, 

Nadfraoch, 

Colgan, 

Failbbe Flann, from Florence, 
4 Brother of this Failbhe Flann 
deſcended the noble Familie of 
the O Sallevan More, and © 
Sullevari Beara; the Munſter 
Book or Chronicle, obſerves that 
Florence was an elder Brother 
than Failbhe. 

Aodh Dubh, 

Criomhthan, 

Feidhlim from Eochaidh, the 
Brother of this Feidhlim de- 
ſeended the honourable Family of 
O Keeffe, and from anotl er 

Brother whoſe Name was Eana 


(2) 
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deſcended the ancient Family of 
O Daly in Munſter, 

Aongus, 

Nadfraoch, from whoſe Brother 
Cas, Son of Corc, deſcended 
the followmg noble Families, 
viz, O Donoghoe More, aq? 
O Donoghoe of Glinn, aud 
all the Tribes and Septs of the 
O Mahonys in the Counties of 

Cork and Kerry, from Cairbre 

| Luachra, another Brother of 
Nadfraoch, deſcended the an- 
cient and noble Familie of the 
Mortartys. 

Corc, 

Luighneach, from Daire Cearb, 
the Brother of this Luigheach, 
deſcended the ancient and Ho- 

nourable Families of the O Do- 
navan, the O Conaill, O Cu- 
illean ia Cairbry. From Fia- 
cha Figinte, Son ro the ſaid 
Daire deſcended the Hehurs , 
Meighans, Davorens, and 
O Trealaigh, and O Gar- 
van, 

Oilioll Flan Beag, 

Fiachadh Muilleathan, 

Eogan More, 

Oilioll Olum, 

Modha Nuagatt, 

Modha Neid, 

Deirgthine, 

Eanda Modchaoin, 

Loich More, 

Moteibhis, 

\ Muireadhach Muchna, 

Eocha dh 


meh 


Gon of 
A 


mY 


Eochaidh Garbh, 

Duach Donn Dalta Deaghach, 

Cairbre Luiigleat hean, 

Luigheach Luaigne, 

Fionadmhar, 

Niadhſeadhmain, 

Adamar Foltchaoin, 

Firchorb, 

Modhchorb, 

Cobhthaig Caomh, 

Reachta Rioghdearg, 

Luigheach Laige, 

Eachach, 

Oileolla Fionn, 

Art, 

Luigheach Lamhdearg, 

Eochach Vairceas, 

Luigheach Jarduinn, 

Eana Dearg, 

Duach Fionn, 

Seadhna Jonraic, 

Breas Riogh, 

Art Imlioch, 

Feidhlime, 

Rothachtach, 

Roan, 

Failbhe, 

Cas Cead Chaingeach, 

F aildergoid, 

Muineamoin, 

Cas Clothach, 

Airireo Arda, 

Rothcachtach, 

Roſa, 

G:as, 

Faobhar Glas, 

Conmaol, 

Heber Fionn, 

Milefius, King of Spain, 

Bille, Xing of Spain, 

Bratha, 

| Deagatha , 

Bratha, 

Deagatha, Lord of Gothia, 

Alloid, Lord of Gothia, 

Nuagatt, Lord of Gothia, 

Neannuall, Lord of Gothia, 

Faobhar Glas, Lord of Gothia, 

Heber Glunn Fionn, Lord of 
Gothia, 

Lamhfionn, 

Adnamoin, 

Tait, 

Ogamhain, 

Beogamhuin, 

Heber Scot, 

Sru, 

Eaſru, 

Gadclas, 

Niull, 

Feniuſa Farſ:, King of Scythia, 
and firſt Founder of the univer- 
ſal Schools at the Plain of 
Magh Seanair, 

Baath 

Magog, 

Japher, 

Noah, Cc. 
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The preſent Earl of Clan- 
carty's PEDIGREE tO 
0:l:oll Olum. 


Obert, Lord Muskerry, 
Juſtin, and Lady Charlot 
the Children of 

Donogh Mac Carty, Earl of 
Clan Carty, who has been in 


Exile ſince King James 1/8 


Son of 


_— 


4 


* 


| 
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Second Time ; but now, 1722 
recalled. 

Cellaghan, 

Donogh, Earl of Clan Carty, 
General of the King's Forces in 
Munſter againſt Cromwell the 
Uſurper, and was the laſt that 
laid down Arms in Ireland, 
A. D. 1652. 

Cormac Oge, Lord Muskery. 
twenty four Years, and was the 
firſt Lord Viſcoung, he died in 

London, the 20" of February 
Anno 1640. 

Cormac, Lord Muskery for 33 
Years, died in Blarny, A. D. 
1616, from him ſprang Teige, 
Anceſtor of the Cartys of Ag- 
lais, and Daniel, Arceſior of 
the Cartys of Carrignarvar. 


{ Diarmuid Lord Muskery for ſe- 


veral Years, died A. D. 1570, 
he was Anceſtor of the Cartys 
of Inſirahell. 

Teige Lord Muskery 25 Tears, 
died A. D. 1565; from him 
ſprang Cormac, Lord of 
Muskery ſeven Years, who 1s 
Anceſter of the Cartys of Court 
Breack, and Anceſtor to Charles 
Mac Carty of Baillea Caſtle 
More, and Clough Roe. 

Cormac Oge Ladir, who fought 
and defeated the Earl of Deſ- 
mond at Cluthar awd Moor 
Abby, he performed va- 
liant Exploits, and died A. D. 
1536. 

Cormac Ladir, Lord Muskery 
40 Years, he built the Caſile of «. 
Blarny, Kilcrea, and Carrig- © 


na Muck, with the Abbies of 5 


8. 


Kilcrea, with 5 Churches. 
Teige, Lord Muskery 30 Tears, 
he died A.D.1448; from him 
[prang the Anceſter of the Car- 
tys of Driſhhane. 
Cormac, Lord Muskery ſeven 
Years, died A. D. 3174. 
Diarmuid More, firſ# Lord Mus- 
kery, and ruled 14 Years. He 
was killed bythe Mahonys, A. 
D. 1367; from him ſprang 
Feilim, Anceſtor of the Cartys 
of Tuath na Droman, and 
Donogh, Anceſtor of the Car- 
tys Cloinfada. 
or mac Mac Carty More; from 
im ſprang Diarmuid More, 
great Anceſtor of the Houſe of 
Muskery, and Owen another 
of his Sons, Anceſtor of the 
Cartys of Cois Maing, from 
Donough, the Cartys of Ard- 
canaghty. | 
Daniel Oge Mac Carty More, 
from him ſprang Diarmuid 
Trallee, Anceſtor of the Mac 
Finneens, and the Cartys of 
Glan Erought, and Clan Da- 
nie] Roe. 
Daniel Roe the Mac Carty More, 
Cormac Fionn was Mac Carty 
More, from him ſprang Do- 
nogh, Anceſſor of the 'Cartys 
of Duthalla, and the Mac Do- 
noghs; from Donough another 
Son, deſcended Mac Daniel in 
Barritts; from another Son, 
Clan Daniel Fionn, and from 
another the Cartys of Aglais* 


nn. 


| 
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Daniel More was Mac Carty 
More, from whoſe Son Daniel 
on ſprang Mac Carty Re- 
agh. 

Diarwaid was Mac Carty More, 
called King of Cork, and was 
the .firſt of this Line that yield- 
ed to King Henry Il; from 
him ſprang Clan Teige Roe. 

Cormac, Kmg of Munſter for 
fifteen Years; he was ſlain 
the Inſtigation of Turlough O 
Bryen, Grand, Son zo Bryen 
Boiroimhe. 

Muireadhach from whoſe Brother 
deſcended the Mac Auliftes, 

Carthach from whom the Name 
Carty or Mac Carty deſcended, 

Juſtin, King of Munſter, from 
his Brother Morrough, the no- 
ble Family of © Callaghan, 
of Cluain Meen deſcended. 

Donough, King of Munſter, 

Callaghan Caſhel, R. M. 

Buadhachan, | 

Lachtna, 

Artgaile, 

Sneadhnuſa, 

Dongaile, from this Dongaile in 
the ſi venth Generation deſcend« 
ed Riordain, Anceſtor of the 
Riordans, 

Daoiguſa, 


Failbhe Flan, R. M. 
Aodha Dubh, R. M. 
Criomhthan, R. . 
Ferdhlim, 
Aongus, R. M. | 
Nadtraoch, R. M. from the Son 
of this Nadtraoch deſcended © 
Lyne, Iriſh O Laidhin. 

Corc, R. M. 

Luigheach, R. AI. 

Oiholla Flann Beg, R. N. 

Fiachadh Muillcathan, R. M. 

Eogan Mor, 

Ouiolla Olum, R. M. from this 
Oiliol Olum's ſpreading Bran- 
ches deſcended the followrng Fa- 
milies according to the Munſter 
Annals, viz. O Shea, the 
Shealbhach, rhe Maothains, 


the Giarains, the Croneens, 


and the Glaimhins, c. 

Modha Nuagatt, R. M. 

Modha Neid, 

Deirg, 

Deirgthine, 

Eanda Munchaoin, 

Laoich More, 

Mofeibhis, 

Muireadhach Muchna, 

Eochaidh Garbbh, 

Duach Don Dalta Deaghadh, Mo- 

narch of Ireland, A. M, 3922 
vide Mac Carty More Feai- 
digree. The lineal Line from 
this Monarch down to O:lioll 
Olum, were moſtly Kings of 
Munſter, 
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Son of 


4 Fiacha the Champion, 
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The 0 Sullevan More's 
PEDIGREE to Oli 
Olum, Anceſtor of the 
Hiberian Race. 


Aniel, 
Owen Roe, 

Daniel, 

Daniel, 

Daniel na Sgreaduidhe, 

Daniel, 

Roger. This Roger had a Bro- 
« named Macrath, from 
whom the Maccraths of Cap- 
panacoiſſy got the Name. 

Dunlaing, 

Buadhaigh, 

— 

Mortough the Great, 

Dunlainng, 

Giolla Mucoda, aq” the Name. 

Daniel the Great, 

Maccrath, 

Buadhaig, 

Cathal, 

Hugh, 

Buadhaig from Achcro, 

Lorcan, 

Suillevan, from whom the Name 
derived. 

Maollura. 

Eighiren, 


| Morrough, 


Dubhfhionracht, 
Flann Robba, 


Son of 


Seaghnuſy, 

Florence, 

Hugh Dubh. 
Criomthan, 

Feidhlim, 

Aongus, 

Nadhnoch, 

Corc, 

Luigheach, 

Fiacha Muilleathan, 
Eogan More, 

Oise Olum. 

| The "worthy Family of the Mac- 
crehohans deſcended from O 
| Sullevan More, Oc. 
4 


Atte 


The GENEALOGY 
and ſpreading Branch- 
es of Cormac Cas, ſe- 
cond Son of Oiliol O- 


lum. 


þ 


| The PEDIGREE of Q 
Bryen, Earl of Thum- 
| mond. 


Enry, Earl of Thummond, 
Donogh, 

Connor Teige from Dromore, 

Sir Domhnall from Carrigan 


„ * 


| Choultaig, 


Donogh. This Donogh had five 
Bro«.zers, viz, Domhall, Mor- 
rough, Morough, Teige and 

Torlough. 

Connor. This Connor had a 


Brother called Morrough, the 
Fit Earl of Thummond, and 


As 


4 4 


Bryen Chatha an Aonuing, from I 
whom deſcended the O Bryen of 
Cumrach. 

Mahon Maonmuhighe from Con- 
nor the Son of this Mahon de- 
ſcended the Bryens of Cairrig 
O Goiniol. | 

Mortough, 

Turlough, 

Teige Caoluiſge from whoſe Bro- 
ther Bryen Roe deſcended © 
Bryen Roe. 

Connor na Siubhdain, 

Donogh Cairbreach, 

Domhnall More. This Domh- 
nall More was the laſt King of 
Caſhel and Limerick, from him 
deſcended Conſidins and Ly- 
ſaght, Iriſh, Giolla Jaſachta. 

Turlough. 

Diarmuid, from this Diarmuid's 
eldeſt Brother named Mortough | 
deſcended Mac Mahon of 
Thummond according to the 
Dailgais's own Poetical Chro- 
nicle. 

Turlough, 

Teige from whoſe Brother de- | 
ſcended the O Bryens of Cua- 
nach and Eatharlach, | 

Bryen Boiroimbe. This Bryen 
Boiroimhe had ſix Sons, viz, 
Morough, Teige, Donough, 5 


none ef them had Iſſue but Teige & 

and Dinis, | 

Kennedy. This Kennedy had 
twelve Sons, and of all none had 
Iſſue but Bryen Dunchuain, 
Eichiaruin, and Mahon, from 
| Bryen deſcended the O Bryens, 
from Mahon deſcended O Beo- 
lain Caſies, Iriſh, O Catha- 
faig, O Spealain, O Hanrag- 
hain, O Siodhachain, in Eng- 
liſh Sihan, Maceineiry, O 
Congalaigh, and O Tuama. 
Engliſh, Twomy. Dunchu- 
ain, Sen of Kennedy had fix 
Sons, vix, two Kennedys, Ri- 
agan, Longargan, Ceiliochair, 
and Congalach; from one of 
the Kennedys deſcended the 
Conuings, from the other Ken- 
nedy deſcended O Kennedy ; 
from Longargain came the 
Longargains ; from Ceollio- 
Chair came the Ceilliochairs, 
from Riagan came the Ria- 
gains; from Eichiaruin came 
the Herns, in Iriſh Eichiaruins, 
and Magraths Congalach died 
Teal, * 

Lorcan from Coſgrach, Sen of 
Lorcan, deſcended the following 
Families, the O Hogain, O 
1 ſome called 


Fox, the Healy, he Mur- 
ronys, the Glothiarns, the Ain- 
iodhas: From this Lorcan de- 
cended the noble Family of the 
9 of Dubthir in Lein- 


Lacktna, 
Corc, 


(Anluan, 1 I 


the Anceſior of the Baron of | 
Inchiquin, 

Turlough, 

Teige, 

Turlough, | 


„ Domhnall, Connor, and Flan; & 4 


Mahon, 

Turloi g, from whoſe Son Ailge- 
nan adeſcmded O Meadhra , 
Engliſh Mary; from him like- 
wiſe deſcended the Arthurs, in 
Iriſh Arturaigh. 

Cathal, 

Aodh Caomh, from whom the 
Henreaghtys deſcended, 

Conall, 

Eochaidh Ball Dearg deſcended O 
Hicky, Iriſh O Hicidhe, 

Carthan Fionn, from another Son 
of this Carthan Fionn named 
Aongus deſcended the following 
Families, viz. Loniſy, Iriſh 
Loinnligh, Sexton, Iriſh Seaſ- 
nain, Huainin, Cormucain, 
Riady, Slatry, Breachta and 
Tomraig, exc. 

Bloid, from whoſe Brother Caiſin 
deſcended the noble Family of 
S:ol Aodha, i. e. Macnemara, 
from whom ſprung the Clan- 
chys; from Breanan, another 
Son to Bloid, ſprung the Hur- 
lys, Mullownys, and Kear- 
nys, &c. | 

Cais. This Cais had twelve Sons, 
viz. Bloid, Caiſin. Lughaidh, 
Seadhna, Aongus Ceann, Ath- 
rach, Cormac, Cartthionn, 
Caincach Aongus Ceann Ai- 
tinn, Aodh, Loiicionn and 
Dealbhaoth; from Bloid ſrung 
the eldeſt Stock, from Caiſin 
ſprung the aforeſaid noble Fami- 
ly of the Macnamara, and 
from them the Gradys, the 
Clanchys, and Clan Cailin; 
from Aongus Ceann Athrach 
ſprang © Dea and Brody, Iriſh 
Macbruaideagha, and from A- 
ongus Ceann Aitinn ſprang the 
Hilkernans, the I. 1 in 
Engliſh Nortons, and the 
Hartagans ; from Hugh, Son of 
Cais, ſprang Mac Cochlain 
frem Luighuig, Son of Cais, 
ſprung the Dobharchons and 
the Conraois, in Engliſh call- 
ed by ſome after the Name of 
King, as alſo O Cuin m 
Thummond; from Dailgais 
deſcended Mac Leime, Ainle, 
Aſſiodha, Macanerhinig, Iriſh 
Macanthairchine, O Mulqui- 
ny, Iriſh O Muichaoine, and 
the O Heaffies in the County 

Limerick. 

Conull Eachluath, 

Luigheach Mean, 

Aongus Tirigh, 

Firchuirb, 

Modha Cuirb, 

Cormac Cas, 

O.:lioll Olum, 

Vide Mac Carty More“ Pedi- 


gree. 


The 


Son of 


5 


| $5S26H854 


Mahon of Thaummond. 


Eige, 
Turlough Roe, 
| Teige, 
Turlough, 
Teige Oge, 
| Teige More, 
Donogh na Glaice, 
Ruadhrighe Buidhe, 
Diarmuid, 
Donogh Carrach, 
1 Murcuadh na Niongnadh. This 
Morough was taken away by a 
Navy from Corca Baiſcin, and 
was never heard of ſence. He 
| left no more Iſſue after him but 
the ſaid Donogh Carrach aq® 
the Mac Mahons. 
Morough, 
Mahon, from whom the Mac 
Mahons are ſo called. 
Turlough, 
Teige, 
1 Bryen Boiroimhe, 
Kennedy, 
Lorcan. 
Lachtna, 
Corc, 
Anluain, 
Mahon, 


< Turlough, 


Cathal, 
Aodh Caomh, 
Conall, 


g Eachach Balidearg, 


Carrthan Fionn, 

Bloid, 

Cais, 

Conull Eachluath, 

Luigbeach Mean. This Luig- 


beach Mean got Hoſtages from 


all Parts of Ireland he was ſo 


powerful. | 
Aongus Tireach; 
Firchuirb, | 
| Modha Cuirb, 

Cormac Cas, 
Oilioll Olum, 
Vide O Bryen's Pedigree. 


SESDSESESCSD 


The GENEALOGY of 
the Macnemara of Ros 
| Roe. 


Aniel Donogh and Teige 
the Sons of 

Siodha Macnemara, 

Florence, 

Florence, 

Lochloinn, 

Florence, 

Siodha Cam, 

Mac Con, 

Conmeadha, 

Mac Con, 

Lochluinn, 

Conmeadha More, 

4 Niall, 

Conmara, 


Dona l, 


The PEDIGREE of Mac 


* 


[4] 


" Conmara, from whom the Macne- 


mara took that Name. 
Eana, 
Aiſſia, 
Siodha an Eich Buidho, 
Maolcluite, 
Coilean, 
Urthoile, 


Dungoile, 


Eogan, 

Athluinn, 
Feargail, 
Carrthach, 
Caifin, 

Cais. | 
Conull Eachluath, 
Luigheach Mean, 
Firchuirb, 

Modha Chuirb, 
Cormac Cas, 
Oilioll Olum. 


eee 


Sir Daniell O CarrolPs PE- 
Dio REE to Dach Donn 
Dalia Deagha Monarch 
of Ireland, according to 
Letters from Conacht. 


Aniel and John Sons of 
Sir Daniel O Carrol y his 
Lady Elizabeth, eldeſt Daugh- 


by his firſ® Wife Elizabeth, 
Daughter of Sir Gilbert Clarke 
of Chyliothe in Derbyſhire. 
This Sir Daniel was by Patent 
created by the King of Spain, 4 
Knight of the moſt military Or- 
der of St. Jago, for ſmgular 
Services done to that Crown in 
the Time of War, he left the 
ſaid Service of Spain in a Diſ- 
guſt, and afterwards had, by a 
Patent from gr Anne 7 
Happy M „the Rank o 
a rg? under her an- 
ſhiciorss Reign was Collonel of a 
Regiment of Horſe. 
John O Carrol ar five Tears of Age 
was removed by Oliver Cromwell 
into Conacht, thereby to deſtroy 
the Intereſt of his Family, who 
were in all Ages known to ſtand 
for the Liberties of their Coun- 
try. This John is married to 
Margaret Daughter of O Crean 
Sligoe, by his Wife Margret, 
Daughter to the Lord Berming - 
ham of At henry; by this Mar- 
riage that Family of O Carroll 
was doubly allied to the noble 
Houſes of the Earl of Antrim, 
Earl of Clan Rickard, the 


Daniel O Carrol, he was in 
great Eſteem with King Charles 
the Firſt, in whoſe Service he 
died, having rendred his Prince 
ſignal Services. 

| Donogh O Carrol, who was mar- 

ried to Dorothy, Daughter to 

O Kennedy, 6y Margaret O 

Bryen Ara, Daughter to More 


Carrol Elly of O Neill Clana- 
& buigdhe. who had for Mother the 


ter of Thomas Jerviſe in the. 
Southampton Eſq, © 


Lords Dillon and Mayo, gc. 


Daughter of the Earl of Ar\ 
pile in the Highlands of Scot- 

nd. This Donogh O Car- 
rol had thirty Sons and one 
Daughter by the ſaid Dorothy 


| his Wife the Dau. Name was 


More, who had been married 
to Robert O Carrol, of Emly, 

whom are many Iſſues. This 

nough preſented his 30 
Sons in one Troop of Horſe all 
accoutred in Habilrments of War 
to the Earl of Ormond, together 
with all his Intereſt for the Ser- 
vice of King Charles the Firſt; 
| moſt of thoſe died in foreign Ser- 
vice, having followed the hard 
Fate of King Charles the Se- 
cond, &c. 


{ Kian O Carrol the Second. In 
| His Time two Brothers of the right 


Brauch of Feargan Ainim or 
William Ower put 4 Garriſon 
into the Leip, being Part of his 
Right; alſo they gathered an 
Army on the Brink of the River 
Briſnagh: Upon which Kian 
marched with all his Forces a- 
gainſt them, and joined Battel 
at a Place called Tomaha, 
where he routed them, and kill- 
ed the two Brothers; he then 
marched and laid Siege to the 
Caſtle of Lep, as Part of 
his Eſtate, but he was unfortu- 
nately killed at the Siege: He 
was married to O Mulagh- 
luinn, Xing of Meath's Daugh- 
ter, &c. 

Thady the Fifth was married to 


More O Bryen, Brother to 
Douough More O Bryen Ear! 
of Thummond, and to Sir 
Daniel O Bryen, Lord of 
Clare, and left Iſſue, 
Donough, who was the gallanteſt 
Horſeman of his Time, and a 
great Soldier, was married to 
O Connor Failie's Daughter, 
by whom he had Iſſue, 
Mulruany the Fifth, who was call- 
ed the Great, was married to 
the King of Leinſter's Daugh- 
ter, by whom he had 
Daughters, who were all mar- 
ried to the prime Nobility of the 
Nation, one of whom was mar- 
ried to the Lord Muskery, an- 
other to the Great Earl of Deſ- 
mond, &c. Mulruany died 
without Iſſue Male (but had 
one Shocht Son called Feargan 
Ainim) Predeceſſor of William 
Ower. 
John had two Sons, Mulruany 
and Donogh the eldeſt. 
Mulruany na Feaſoige the Fmurth 
founded the fine Convent of 
Roſcrea for the Franciſcan or 
Gray Friars, A.D. 1490; he 
married Bibania, Daughter of 
O Dempſy, Lord of Clanma- 
lier, by whom he had Iſſue, 
Thady the Fourth, 
Thady the Third, 
| Roger, 
Mulruady the Third, 
Thady the Second, 
Finn the Second, 


| Guillanbhealluig, 


Donough 


Sara O Bryen Dau. to Teige 


Donough O Carroll the Great. 

King of Elly, and Oirgiall in 

the North, founded the famons 

Abby of Melliford in the Coun- 

ry of Louth, A. D. 1 1 42, the 
of Newry, A. D. 1148, 

and Cnocknaſingan Abby, A. 

D. 1182. He was a pions 

Prince; he gave Ardmach m- 
Fewels, as an Offermg, and 

2 left a glorious Character be- 

1 Hind him 10 Poſterity. 

Mulruan, the Second, 

Finn the Firſt, 

Donall, 

Rioghbhradan, 

Concairne, 

Maouuigh, 

Carrol, from whom this ancient 
Family took the Name, given 
them by the pious Bryen Boi- 
roimhe, Monarch of Ireland, 
A. D. 1022. It was this Mo- 
narch that gave Sirnames to all 
the Iriſh Families, and m Imi- 
tation of the ſame, the Ger- 
mans, French, Italians, c. 
in thoſe Days began to fix Sir- 

nume to diſtinguiſh Families 

from one another : It was from 
this Carrol, that Elly the 

| was call Elly O Carrol, 70 
diſtinguiſh it from all others. 

Hugh. a 

| Dubhlaoir, 

Cnambhin, 

Maonuigh, 

Seachnuſach, 

Aingeadha, 


Son of 


Son of 


E 


Ultan, 
Ailtine, 
Lonainn, 
| Indigh, 
Fei F 
Tal, 
Meaghair, 
Amruidh — 
| Eile Rioghde Lf 
ile Ri arg the Royal, from 
1 ah Country by Name, 
irc, 
Sabhornuigh, 
Jomgoin, from whoſe Brother 
| Teige ſprang O Connor Cia- 
nachta, 
Fionchaidh, from whoſe Brother 
ſprang the noble Family of O 


— 


: 
Son of 


Teige, who had another Son, call- 

| <4 Cormac Gaileang, from 
whom ſprang the noble Families 
of O Hara, O Gara, as alſo 
a Family of the O Flanagans, 
Dulchontas, Corcrans, and a 
Sept of the O Cates. 

Kein te Firſt, 

Oilioll Olum, 

Modha Nuagatt, 

Modha Neid, 


Deirg Deirgthine, 

2 

Loigh More, 

Muireadhach Muchna, 

Eochaidh Garbh, 

Duach Donn Dalta Deaghadh, 
Monarch of Ireland, A. M. 


3912. 
(Cairbre, 


(bd) 


Luiſg Leathan, 

Luigheach Luaigne, 
onadmar, 

Niaſeadhamoin, 
Eadamair Foltchaoin, 
Firchuirb, 
Modchuirb, 
Cobthaigh Caomh, 
Reachta Rioghdearg, 
1 * 
Eochaidh, 

Oiliolla Fionn, 

Art, x 

Luidheach Laogadh, 

Eochaidh Uairceas, 

Luigheach Jardhoinn, 

Eana Dearg, 

Duach Fiona, 

* Seadhna Jonraig, 

Breas Riogh, 

Art Imlioch, 

Eilm, 

Rothachtach, 

Roan, 

Failbhe Ilchortach, 
Cais Cead Chaingueach, 
Muineamhoin, 

Cas Clothach, 

Firarda, 


A. 


Heber Fionn, 
| Mileſius, Ling of Spain, 
ide Mac Carty More Pedigree; 


THE 
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Son of 


4 Aongus, 


POSTERITY of IR, 


Son of King Mileſius, two of 1's Poſterity that left Iſſue, 
wiz. Connall Cearnach, and Feargns, Son of Roſa Roe; 


from Conall Cearnach ſprang 


the noble Families of the 


Magenis and the Moors, Iriſh, O Mordha; from Feargus, O 
Connor Kerry, O Connor Corcamroe, and the O Farrils with 
their ſpreading Branches. 


The Mageni's PEDIGREE. 


R T Roe, 
Aodha, 
Donall Oge, 
Donal! More, 
Aodha, 


Art na Madhman, 
Mortough Riaganach, 
Eachmileadh, 

Roger, ; 

Giolla Colluim 
Duibhinnſi, 

Aodha Rambar, 
Flathbheartach, 
Eachmileadh, 


Son of 


Aodha, 

| Eachmileadh, 

Aongus Oge, 

Aongus More, from whom Ma- 
genis took that Name. 

Eideadha, 

Laignein, 

Blathmhac. ” 

Donall, 

Connor, 

Breaſal Bealdearg. 

Aodhain, 

Mongain, 

Sarain, 

Maine, 


ws bp 


| 


” Saran, Mac Cartain. 

— he 

Croin Badhraoi, 

Eachach, from whom Jobh Ea- 
chach got the Name, 

Luigheach, 

Roſa, 

Jomchadha, 

Feidhlim, 

Cais, 

Fiachadh Aruidhe, from whom 
Dail Aruidhe got that Name. 
Aongus Gaibhnion, from whom 
ſprang Mac an Gaibhnion, in 
Engliſh, Smith, according to 

Magenis's Amals. 

Feargus Gaileang, - 

Tiobruide Tirigh, 

Breaſal Breac, 

Cirb Mail, 

Rochraoidh, 

Cathbhuadh, 

Giallchadh, 

Dunchadh, 

Fionchadh, . 

Muireadbach, 

Fiachadh Fionamhnuis, 

Irial Glunmear, 

Connal Cearnach, from Laoiſe- 
ach Ceann More, another Son 
of Connall, ſprang the noble Fa- 
mily of O Mordha, in, Eng- 
liſh, Moor, who were Kings 
and Lords of Leix; from . 
ſaid Connall ſprang likewiſe Mac 
Giollariabhaig, Mac an Bhaird, 
and the Lawlors. 


"Amergin, 

Cais, 

Fachtna, 

Cathbhadh, 

Cionga, 

Roger Magnus, from whoſe other 
Son, Roſa Roe, ſprang Fear- 
gus, Son of Roſa Roe. 

Sithridh, 

Dubh, 

Fomhor, 

Airgiodmar, 

Siorlamh, 

"| Finn, 

Bratha, 

Labhradha, 

Cairbre, 

Cm Fodhla, 

Fiachadh Fionnſgothach 

S | Seadhna Airt, 

5 Airtri, 

Eibhric, 

Eibher, 

Ir, 

Mileſius, King of Spain. 

Vide Mac Carty More's Pedi- 
gree. 


The 
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| f Marcachain, and O Tyn, and , ne Fanat, and 'from him 
YU di thy Hargans and Flathertys of ſprang Mac Swyny u- 
Err Thummond. From Conmac, ath and Mac Swyny Rad- 
| | y _— — Feargus, [prang - — ; 
| 7 e Family O Farrill, Kings Flathbhertach an Troſdain, 
' The PEDIGREE of O 4 6 c. Mortough Midhig, 
101 Connor Kerry. ? of Longfort, Ranalds, in Donail Ardmach + whoſe Bro- 
| riſh, Magranuill Xing of lower ther Aodha ſprang Clan Aodha 
Ohn O Connor, Conmhaicne, and Dorcy, Iriſh, Bhuidhe, by others Mac Boyes, 
Connor Bacach, Magdhorchuidh , Mac Eo- Mortough -na Gcochall Gcroi- 
Connor Fionn, B chaidh, O Huallachain, Mac ceann, 
Connor, Scanloich, © Morain, O Ro- Niall Glundubh, 
John. dachain, Engliſh, O Rody, O Aoih Fionnliath, 
[ Connor, Dubhain, Engliſh, Duan, | Niall Caille, 
Connor, Mac Anoglaoich, O Maining, | Aodha Dorndighe, 
Connor, Gilmer, Iriſh, Macgiollamhir, Niall Frafaich, from whoſe Bro- 
Diarmuid, from Ir alſo ſprang Kenny, ther Connor ſprang O Kean, 
Mahon, Iriſh, O Cionnuidhe, orherwiſe in Iriſh, O Cathain, 
Diarmuid Sluagach, called Mac an Cheanuadh, Ken- Feargaile, 
Mahon, nelly, Iriſh, OCionnthaoladh ; Maoile Duin, 
Corc, Keithernys, Iriſh, Ceatherna, Maol Fithrigh, 
Beathaig, and Mac Eochaidh in Lein- Aodha Uairwahnach, 
Connor, ſter, and Carrollans, c. The Donall lichealgach, | 
Cathal, chief of each noble Family in Mortough, from whoſe Brother 
Aodha, Ireland was always ſtiled as Maine ſprang O Gormleaghadh. 
Teige, King the only Title in uſe amongſt Muireadbach, Eogan, from this 
Roger. the Iriſh to diſtinguiſh the No- Eogan, ſprang the illuſtrious Fa- 
| Conluachra, biluy from the inferior Gentry, mily of O Neill, Kings of 
Diarmuid, untul the Engliſh introduced Tir, Eogain, Engliſh, Tire- 
Connor, thoſe Titles of Honour, as Earl. oin, O Heodhaſa, O Conal- 
Finn, Viſcount, Baron, Knight, Cc. lain, O Craoibhe, Engliſh, 
Maolſeachluin, Greagh, Mullineux, Iriſh, Ma- 
| Floin Fearna, | olagain, O Maolimhicil, Eng- 
Colman. Ke S NS liſh, Mulvihil, Horan, Iriſh, 
Cobthai |  ClannOdhrain ; che ſaid Eogau 
Reach had ſive Sons that had Iſſue, 
Maoltuile, 2 The GRNEALO GY of viz, Muireadhach, Oilio!l, Fe- 
8 1 re : © 4 the Poſterity of Here- 5 | . 3 and Eochaidh 
Durthachta, . = 4 innig; from Mortough, Soy 
3 Seanuig, 8 2 ky. gaine M Wi the 8 Muireadhach, — ed 
Reathach, cock of this Pr incely lachluin, n Engliſh, Mac 
Fearba, Race, had but two Loghlen; from Mongan, Son of 
1 Sons that left Iſſue, . [pros 210 Do- 
ibhric, ; . nallys, and from Feargall, Son 
| Mochduine, = 2 Lorc, of Muirreadhach, ſprang the 
Ulaimh, n oh, Caol- Calfields, Iriſh, Cathmhaoil; 
Meiſincon, breag ; from Cobthaig from Oiliolla, Ser of Eogan, 
Sabhala, | deſcended the ſeveral 2 38 * — 
Modha Airt, Septs of the Race of rom Feidhlim, Son 0 o- 
1 þ in, /pran thiar- 
* N Heremon in Leath Cu- ws 2 my RP 
Artri, Inn, and from Laogaire Niall of che nine Hoſlages, who 
| Aghnamuin, thole of the tame | _ 2 carr LG 
171 . ogan, Eanna, Cairbre, Maine, 
Dealbhnaoi, Race in Leinſl *. Conall 8 , and Conall 
Eana, | Creamthine ; from Laogaire, 
Lainne, The PEDIGREE of the Son of Niall, ow O En. 
Ulfaioh, great O Neill to Here- van, Iriſh, O Caoindhealbhain ; 
| Tambain, mon With all his ſpread- from Eogan ſprang the Families 
Ciar, ing Branches, aforeſaid; from Maine, Son of 
Feargus: This Feargus had three Niall, ſprang the Sionach, O 
. 5 Princes of great Valour, Ohn, Hagain, O Roanain, Mac 
and Conduct; the firſt and el- | J Hugh, Conmeadha, in Engliſh, Mac 
deft was Ciar, who obtained 4 Feardorcha, Conmie, Ui Ineirge, Slamins, 
large Territory of Land, in the Counn Bacach, m Iriſh, Samhain, Mulconry, 
County of Kerry , from him Henry, Iriſh, Maolchonaire, Ciobh- 
ang the noble Families of O Eogan, the Poſterity of Feidhlim liochains, Shiels Cathalains, 
onnor Kings of Kerry, as alſo Roe parts here with O Neill. the Breens, Iriſh, Muinter, 
deſcended from bi the Scan- Niall Oge, | Bhraoin, Murrys, Cordhamh- 
| lans and Broſnaghans; from Niall More, na, O Cuinn, O Taidhgain, 
| this Ciar, the County took the Aodha, O Roanain, and Deignain, 
Name Ciarruidhe, in Engliſh, Donall, : Iriſh, Dubhgeanain. From 
Kerry; from Corc, the ſecond Bryen Chatha an Duin, Conall Gulban, Son of Niall, 
— Feargus,/Þrang O Connor Niall Roe, ſprang the renowned Family f 
} Kings of Corcamroe, O Logb- Aodha an Maccao mh Toinleaſg, O Donail, Kings of Tirconai 
nn, Kings of Buirrinn, and Morrough Moigh Line, and from O Daniel ſprang O 
the Families O Cathil, Con- Teige Glinne, Doharty, O Galaghar, and O 
way, in lrich, Condhubb, Connor na Fiodhga, Boyle, Iriſh, O Buidhill ; from 
e, Iriſh, Caisfhiagh, Ti- Dorall an Togdamh, Conall Creamhthine, Son of 
erny, Iriſh, O Tiaghurna, Aodha Athlamh, from whoſe Son Niall, ſprang O Maoleachluin, 
Neſtor, Iriſh, Macanaiſtir, © \ Donnſleibhe ſrang Mac Suibh- \ Eana and Cairbre let no I ſut. 


4 From 
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OF THE 


POSTERITY ef I#®. 


Son of King Mileſius, two of Is Poſterity that left Iſſue, 
viz. Connall Cearnach, and Feargus, Son of Roſa Roe; 


from Conall Cearnach ſprang the noble Families of the 
Magenis and the Moors, Iriſh, O Mordha; from Feargus, 0 


Son of 


Conn 


Connor Kerry, 


The Mageni's PE DIGREE. 


R T Roe, 
Aodha, 

Donall Oge, 
Donal! More, 
Aodha, 
Art, 
Aodha, 
Art na Madhman, 
Mortough Riaganach, 
Eachmileadh, 
Roger, 
Giolla Colluim, 
Duibhinnſi, 
Aodha Rambar, 
Flathbheartach, 


| Eachmileadh, 


Eachmileadh, 

Aongus Oge, 
Aongus More, from whom Ma- 
genis took that Name. 

Eideadha, 

Laignein, 

Blathmhac. 1 

Donall, 

Connor, 

Breaſal Bealdearg. 

Aodhain, 

Mongain, 

Sarain, 

Maine, 


Fothaigh, 
00 rom whe Brother 


Son of 


[ * 


Saran, Mac Cartain. 

1 a | 

Croin Badhraoi, 

Eachach, from whom Jobh Ea- 
chach got the Name, 

Luigheach, 

| Ro 

Jomchadha, 

Feidhlim, 

Cais, 

Fiachadh Aruidhe, from whom 

| Dail Aruidhe got that Name. 

Aongus Gaibhnion, from whom 
ſprang Mac an Gaibhnion, in 
Engliſh, Smith, according to 
Magenis's Annals. 

Feargus Gaileang, 

Tiobruide Tirigh, 

Breaſal Breac, 

< Cirb Mail, 

Rochraoidh, 

Cathbhuadh, 

Giallchadh, 

Dunchadh, 

Fionchadh, 

Muireadhach, 

Fiachadh Fionamhnuis, 

Irial Glunmear, 

Connal Cearnach, from Laoiſe- 
ach Ceann More, another Son 
of Connall, ſprang the noble Fa- 
mily of O Mordha, in, Eng- 
liſh, Moor, who were Kings 
and Lords of Leix; from . 
ſaid Co ſprang likewiſe Mac 
Giollariabhaig, Mac an Bhaird, 
and the Lawlors. 


; 


[ 


Connor Corcamroe, and the 0 Farris with 
their ſpreading Branches. 


Amergin, 

Cais,) 

Fachtna, 

Cathbhadh, 

Cionga, 

Roger Magnus, from whoſe other 
Som, Roſa Roe, ſprang Fear- 

s, Son of Roſa Roe. 

Sithridh, 

Dubh, 

Fomhor, 

Airgiodmar, 

Siorlamh, 

Finn, 

Bratha, 

Labhradha, 

Cairbre, 

Ollamh Fodhla, 

Fiachadh Fionnſgothach, 

Seadhna Airt, 

< Airtri, 

Eibhric, 

Eibher, 

Ir, 

Mileſius, King of Spain. 

Vide Mac Carty More's Pedi- 
gree. 


The 
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f Marcachain, and O Tyn, and f ne Fanat, and 'from him 
thy Hargans and Flathertys of | ſprang Mac Swyny u- 
— 9 Mac 8 
Thummond. From Conmac, NN. c owyny Rad- 
third Son of Feargus, ſprang - uine. 
| the — mo Sr Flathbhertach an Troſdain, 
The PEDIGREE of 0 | of upperConmhaicne,now Coun- Mortough Midhig, 
Connor Kerr of Longfort, Ranalds, in Donail Ardmach from whoſe Bro- 
22 Lack. Magranuill Kings of lower = — * ſtrang 5 3 
oha O Connor, Conmhaicne, and Dorcy, Iriſh, uidhe, by others Mac es. 
dhorchuidh, Mac Eo- Mor tough na Gcochall Gcroi- 
Connor Bacach, Magdho 1 
f Connor Fiona, - chaidh, O Huallachain, Mac 8 WE 
Connor, rows wry Ar * A0 lh Fionaliath 
John, —— —_— - Niall Caille, 
— Mac — 1050 b O Maining, | Aodha Dorndighe, 
| Yon. Gilmer Kiſh Macgiollamhir, Niall Frafaich, from whoſe Bro- 
— 1 fron % 40 5 _ Kenny, ther Connor ſprang O Kean, 
Do be tl Fn 
2 called Mac an nuadh, Ren- 2 
1 nelly, Iriſh, OCionnthaoladhz dinge Duin 
Corc, Keithernys, Iriſh, Ceatherna, 2 + 3 
Beathaig, = _ . avs 8. 15. Donall 1ichealgach, b 
— chief 7 ach noble Fam in Mortough, from wheſe Brother 
| Cathal, Ireland was always ftiled as Maine ſprang O Gormleaghadh., 
Aodha, mg the only Title in uſe among ſt Muireadhach, Eogan, from this 
Teige, 2 = * iſh the No- Eogan, Nee illuſtrious Fa- 
Roger. 2 r * p i of O Neill, Kings of 
Conluachra, iy from a 222 . Tir Eogain, Engliſh, Tire- 
Diarmuid, r Po 1 oin, O Heodhaſa, O Conal- 
Connor, n lain, O Cravibhe, Engliſh, 
Finn, : . Greagh, Mullineux, Iriſh, Ma- 
| 2 olagain, O Maolimhicil, 1 
in Fearna, 2 liſh, Mulvihil, Horan, Iriſh, 
Colman, KS S S N HE: & | Clann Odhrain ; the ſaid Eogan 
a | had five Sons that had tw. 
ca , viz, Muireadhach, Oilio!l, Fe- 
Maoltuile, 5 * 1 5 ae 2 . argus, Feidhlim, and Eochaidh 
8 4 Aodha, dhe FO erity 8 wt = 1 Binnig; from Mortough, Son of 
8 Durthachta, S mon. Ugaine More, the & Muireadhach, ſprang Mag- 
Seanuig, Stock of this Princely lachluin, in Engliſh, Mac 
Reathach, Race, had but two Loghlen; from Mongan, Son of 
Fearba, 8 : hat left IM, Muireadhach, ſprang the Do- 
On on" TINT * 3 nallys, and from Feargall, Son 
ibhric, viz. Laogaire Lore, | of Muirreadhach, ſprang the 
Mochduine, and Cobthaig Caol- Calfields, Iriſh, Cathmhaoil ; 
— wn breag; from Cobthaig | frm both on of Toys, 
ein » ran ac Giolla Kelly, an 
Sabhala, | deſcended the ſeveral jew Feldhiim, iv of  Io- 
Modha Airt, Septs of the Race of gan, ſprang O Dubhdhiar- 
| Oirbhſionmar, Heremon in Leath Cu- ma, (&. 
CDs inn, and from Laogaire | Niall of he nine E who 
tri, 7 . had ſe ven Sons, viz. Laogaire, 
Aghnamuin, thoſe . of 8 be fame oh 2 Cairbre, Maine, 
Fiamhuin, Race in Leinſler . Conall Gulban, and Conall 
Dealbhnaoi, Creamthine; from Laogaire, 
Sane, | REE of the Son of Niall, ſprang O Conli- 
Lainne, T0 EFD "Neill to Here- and, fag Caoindhealbhain ; 
Ulſai h, 8 1 with all his ſpread- from Eogan {prang the Families 
Tamhain, _—_ B hes aforeſaid ; from Maine, Son of 
Ciar, a Niall, /prang the Sionach, O 
Feargus: This Feargus had three” , Hagain, O Roanain, Mac 
Princes of great Valour, wo h, Conmeadha, in Engliſh, Mac 
and Conduct; the firſt and el- | — — ha Conmie, Ui Ineirge, Slamins, 
deſt was Ciar, who obtamed 4 A wie in Iriſh, Samhain, Mulconry, 
large Territory of Land, in the ——— Iriſh, Maolchonaire, Ciobh- 
County of Kerry , from him 2 he Poſterity of Feidhlim liochains, Shiels Cathalains, 
| ang the noble Families of O Eogan, 1 — 245 Neill, the Breens, Iriſh, Muinter, 
onnor Kings of — alſo 1d cg F Bhraoin, Murrys, Cordhamh- 
deſcended from him the Scan- — * g na, O Cuinn, O Taidhgain, 
| lans and Broſnaghans; from Niall More, O Roanain, and Deignain, 
this Ciar, the County took the Aodha, Iriſh, Dubhgeanain, From 
Name Ciarruidhe, in Engliſh, 2 ha an Duin Conall Gulban, Son of Niall, 
Kerry; from Core, the ſecond Bry R | 7 ſprang the renowned Family 
| Son of Feargus ſprang O Connor | Niall Roe, Maccaomh Toinleaſg, O Donail, Kings of Tirconai 
| Kings of Corcamroe, O Logh- "—_ oh Moigh Line and from O Daniel ſprang O 
linn, Kings of Buirrinn, and Norten I; 'S p Doharty, O Galaghar, and O 
the Families O Cathil, Con- Teige 5 Boyle, Iriſh, O Buidbill ; from 
way, i» rib, Condbebb, | Concor on Flothes, Conall Creamhtbine, So» of 
Caſie, Iriſh, Caisfhiagh, Ti- Donal ret _—_ 5 whoſe Son Niall, ſprang O Maoleachluin, 
erny, Iriſh, O Tiaghurna, Aodha Athlamh, fr Mac Suibh- Eana and Caitbre left no Iſſue. 
Nettor, Iriſh, Macanaiſtir, 0 \ Donnfleibheſþrang Ma 4 | | 


1 From 
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F From Fiachadha, Son of Niall, 7 Teige, © Fon, deſcended O Gealbhuidhe 
| ſprang O Mulloy, © Maolm- | Conn, | Maghnus from whom deſcend- 
huadh, Mageoghagan, and the Cathbhar, ed Mac Maghnus of Tirtua- 
Mac Cuillins, n Iriſh, Sliocht Giolla Crioſt, | thail, and O Connor na Mid- 
Gcoilin, and O Huiginn, Cathbbharr, ; he, from whom ſprang Clan 
Eochaidh Muighmeodhin, Donall, from whom © Domnail Con Aiftne. | 
Muireadhach Tirigh, took that Name. Roger na Soighbuidhe, 
Fiacha Sreabhtuinne, Eigneachain, Aodha an Gaibhearnuig, 
Cairbre Liffeachair, Dalaig, from whom O Daly m Teige an Eich Gil, from whoſe 
Cormac Ulthada, F Conacht took the Name: Others Son Mulruany deſcended the 
Art Aonfhir, call them Sioll Ndala. famous Family Mac Diarmuid of 
Conn Cead Chathach, Mortough, this Mortough had Moighluirg, from whom ſprang 
Feidhlime Reachtmar, two Brothers, viz. Maolduin, Mac Denogh of Coruinn and 
Tuathal Teachtmar, from whom ſprang O Boyle, in Tir Olliolla, 
Fiachadh Fionnola, Iriſh, O Buidhill, and Fianan, Cathal, 
Fearadhach Fionn, from whom deſcended O Do- Connor, from whoſe Brother Teige 
Criomthan Niadhnar, harty. the Family of the Teiges de- 
Lugh Riabhndearg, Feargus, ſeended. 
Mac na ttri Bfineamhna, | Seadhna, Teige, 
Eochaidh Feidlioch, Feargus Ceannfada, Cathal, 
Finn, Seadhna, | Connor, 
Finlogha, Conall Gulban, Teige More, | 
Roighnein Roe, Niall of the nine Hoſtages, Muirghioſa, from whoſe Son Ca- 
| Eaſamuin Eamhna, Eochaidh Moighmeoidhoin. This thal ſprang Mac Ouioghtaig. 
Blathachta, Eochaidh had five Sons, viz. Tumaltagh, 
Labra Luirc, Bryen, Fiacha, Oilioll, Fear- Jonarghtaig, from whom ſprang 
Eadhna Aighnach, gus, who were the four Sons of O Bin, 
Aopgus Tuirmheach Teamh- Mongfine, Dang liter of Fiod- Muireadhach Muilleathan, from 
rach, haig, the fifth Son was Niall whoſe Son ſprang O Flanagan, 
Eochaidh Foltleathan, of the nme Hoſtages, his Mother Maol Breanoin, and O Maol 
Oiliolla Caisthialach, was Carionn Caſdubh, Daugh- Mocheirge ; from Feargus Son 
Conla Cruadh-Chealgach, ter unto the Kmg of Britain ; of the ſaid Muireadhach ſprang 
| Jaran Gleofathach, and tue Niall was the youngeſt Mac Sambragain. | 
| Meilge Molbthach, Son of the five, yet he was al- Ragallach, 
Cobthaig Caolbreag, lowed the firſt Place in Gene- Uadhach, | 
Ugaine More, alogy, in regard he was the Aodha , from whom ſprang O 
Duach Laighrach, - moſt powerful, and that of Flynn, 
w. | Fiacha Tolgrach, w 1 His Poſterity there were more Eochaidh Tiormcharna, 
© < Muireadhach Bolgrach, » Monarchs of Ireland than of Feargus, from whoſe Sen Fe- 
as 5 8 1 8 0 
S | Simeon Breac, S the other two Brothers that had ® | argna ſprang the noble Family 
Aodhan Glas, Iſſue; Feargus and Oilioll died S S of O Ruork, Kings of Breifae, 
Nuadha Fionnfail, Iſſueleſs, and the two Brothers _ O Reyly, Iriſh, O Raghal- 
Giallcha, that left Iſue, which were Bry- | laigh, Kmgs of Cavan, from 
Oiliolla Olchaoin, en and Fiachra, we will trace whom deſcended the Rahillys, 
Siorna Saogalach, their reſpective Genealogies, as | according to the Annals of Lre- 
Dein Rotheachtaig, followerh, land writ at Ballimore on fine 
Maoin, XL i | Vellum three hundred Tears ago, 
Aongus Olmuchaidh, rr now extant in Trinity College 
Fiacha Labhruine, e — as alſo 8 2 ſaid 
Smior guill, , eargna ſprang 4 Fa- 
Eanbhoha, 0 & «han my s G ENEA- — 78 Donallan, Coſ- 
Tiaghernmas, Poſt 39: 0 3 all the namuha, and Mac Tighernains; 
Fol ain, olterity of Byhen, Son from Duach Teangamha, ano- 
Eichriall. of Eochaidh Moighmeod- ther Son of Feargus, ſtrang O 
lriall Faidh, hoin, will be included. Flaherty Xing of Jar Conachr. 
{ Heremon, | Muireadhach Mail, 
| Mileſius, King of Spain, 2 Oge, Eogan Sreibh, 
vide Mac Carty More's Pedigree. Aodha, Duach Gallach, 
| | | 1 uriough Roe, ** * _ — ng | 
Teige Boye, | ang t Family O May- 
Sn | Cabal Roe ly; from Earca Dearg, an 
Teige, on 8 "—_— Mac _— 
i Turlo " nly 3 ai 
O Dombnail's PEDIGREE. 22 88 Bryen 2 — 
| Feidblimidh, from whoſe Brother goireachtaig, Cruadhlaoch, m 
Odha, Turlough ſprang the noble Fa- Engliſh, O Crowly, O Con- 
Roger, ; mily of O Connor Donn. cheanain, Oth Fionnagain. O 
Aodba, Hugh or Aodha, Hallurain, O Muirgheaſa, Mac 
| Maghnus, Eogan, Brady, Garvy, Iriſh, O Gair- 
Aodha Dubh, Roger, bfhia, O Flanagan, O Floin, 
| Aodha Roe, Aodha, Line, Faby, Iriſh, O Fathaig, 
Niall Garb, : Cathal Crobdearg, O Cnamhin, O Domhlein, O 
Turlough an Fhiona, Turlough More. This Turlough Breiſlein, and Mac Aodh, &. 
Niall Garbh, d five Sons which had Iſſue, Eochaidh Moighmeodhin, 
Aodha, | viz, Cathal Crobhdearg, from Muireadhach Tireach, 
Donal! Oge, whom ſprang the noble Families Fiachadh Sreabhtine, 
Donall More, O Connor Roe, and Q Con- | Cairbre Liffeachair, 
Eigueachain, nor Donn; from Bryen Laigh- Cormac Ulthada, 
Donogh, | neach, the ſecond Son, ſprang the | Art Aonfhir, ' 
Donall, noble Family O Connor Sligoe ; Conn Cead Chathach, . 
\ Aodba, fem Aodha Dall, the third * Vide O Neill's Pedigree. 
4 The 


Cy 


[The GENEALOGY of 
Mageoghagan. 


Onnor and Conly, Sons of 
Calbhach, 


Cuuly, 
Conuill, 
Neill, 
Roſla, 
Conly, 
Connor, 
Laignigh, 
Coaly, 
Hugh Boye, 
Diarmuid, 
Donough, 
Mortough, 
Congalach, 
Congalach, 
3 
Donough, 
Congalach Oge, 
Congalach More, 
Mortough, 
Concalma, 
Concoigchrithe, 
Congalach, 
Morrtough, 
Maolſeachluinn, 
Coſgrach, 
Anluain, 
Congalach, 
Donough; 
Morough, 
Amalgach, 
Floin, 
Eathach, 
Eochaidh, 
Eochaidh, 
Criomhthan, 
4 Giolla Colluin, 
Amalgach, 
Roger, 
Ineirge, 
Eochagain, from wham Mageo- 
ghegan root the Name. 
Colgrach. 


Amulgach, 

Tuathal, \ 

Fiachadh, 

Niall of the nine Hoſtages, Monarch 
of Ireland. 

Vide O Neill's Pedigree. 

0 Sheagnaſy's PEDIGREE 
of the Poſterity of Fracha, 
Son of Eochaidb Muigh- 


meodboin 
larmuid, 


Y 


Son of 


Owen, 
Giolla na Naomh, . 


R Wes: 

Gillis na Naomh, 

_— 

Guilbuidhe, | 

8 Shcagnaſy, from whom O She- 
agnaſy took the Name, 

Donogh, 

Conmidhe, 

Fear uli, 

Maolciarain, 

Cais, 

Maoltuile, | 

 Siothmaine, 


Son of 


LS 


F Nochba, 

| Eaghno, 

Gabhran, 

Tobhuigh, Branan, 

Broinieath Dearg, 

Morough, 

Aoth, 

Artgoile, from whoſe Sen Ardgal 
ſprang O Dowd, O Heyn, Kil- 
kelly, O Cearaigh, O Cleirigh, 
OFahy, O Braonain of Cincal 
Aodha, Muinter, Chomaltain, 
Keady, Iriſh, Muinter Chea- 
daig, and the Caffuogs, Iriſh, 
Muinter Chathmhogha Ce. 

Guarie an Oinigh, 

Colman, 

Cobhthaig, 

Gabhneoin, 

Conull, 

[ONS 

Eochaidh Breac, from whom de- 
ſcended Muinter Chreachain, 
Muinter Leanain, Muinter 
Laithilthe, and Muinter Shu- 
anaig, 

Dathi, 

Fiacha, 

Eochaidh Muighmeodhin, | 

Fiachadh Sreabhthine, whoſe Bro- 
ther Eochaidh Duibhlein was 
Father of the three Colla, who 
were Princes of Conduct and 
Valour., From Colla Uais, the 
eldeſt, ſprang the noble Family 
4 Donaill, 60 in Ire- 
h 


d and Scotland, as alſo Shi e- 
y, in Itiſh, Clan Tſichgh, 
Dowel, Iriſh, Clan Dubhaill, 
Kerin, Iriſn, Clann Cheirin, 


O Breaſail Macha, gc. 
Cairbre Liffeachair, 
Cormac Ulthada, 

Arr Aonfhir, 
Conn Cead Chathach, 
Vide O Neill's Pedigree, 


| AIST IIS TS $$ bb bb 
Mac Donaill, Earl of Ant- 
rim's GENEALO GY. 


Andle, 

Samhairle, 

Aluiarum, 

Eoin Cathanach, 

Donall Ballach, 

Eoin More, 

Eoin, 

Aongus Oge, 

Aongus, : 

Donaill, from whom Mac Donail 
took the Name; from Aluſ- 
drum, another Son of this Do- 
nail, the Shiehys deſcende 

Randle, ; 

Samhairle, 

Giolla Bride, 

Giolla Adamhnuin, 
Solamb, from whom ſprang the 
| Sollys, in Iriſh, Mac Solamh, 
c 


Ge. 
Meadhruidhe, 
Suibhne, 
Niallgus, 
Maine, 
Goffra. 

Fear gus, 
| Eirc, 
Criomhthan, 
, Colla Uais, 
(c 


< Flynn, Iriſh, O Floinn, Tuir- 8 
tre, as before mentioned, as alſo g < Randle, 


Eochaidh Daubhleis. 

Cairbre Liffeachair, 

Cormac Uithada, 

Art Aonthir, 

Conn Cead Chat hach, 

Vide O Neill's Pedigree. 

From (ola da Chrioch, ſeccnp 
Brother, deſcended the novie Fa © 
milies Mac Mahon of Ulſter » 
Kmgs of Oirgiall; Maguire, 
Rings of Fearmanagh; O Kel - 
ly, Kings of Maine, Ge. 

Likewiſe from this Race ſprang O 
Madin, Iriſh, O Madaigh 
Eagan, Iriſh, Mac Eagain, O 
N:zllzin, O Hanluain, an 
the Nortons, Iriſh, O Neac h 
tain, Cc. . 


<9 DEL EE SD. 


The GENEALoGy of 
Maguire of the Poſterity 
of Colla da Chrinch. 


Onconacht More, who was 
5 ow & Agireim m King 

ames the Second”; 

* Behalf &. 

Bryen, 

Conconachr, 

Conconachr, 

Conconachr, 

Bryen, 

Philip, 

Thomas More, 

Aodha Roe, 

Flathbherty, 

Donn, 

Donall, 

Chriſtianus, 

Donn More, 


Guire, from whom Maguire wok 
the Name. 

Cairrdhigh, 

Oirdheiligh, 

Guir, 

Cairnaigh,! 

Luain, 

Vairgioladh, 

Criomhthan, 

Feidhthigh, 

Roichidh, 

[ Colla da Chrioch, 

Eochaidh Dubhlein, 

Fiachadh Sreabthine, 

Cairbre Liffeachair, 

Cormac Ulfhada, 

Art Aonthir, 

Conn Ceadchathach, 

Vide O Neill's Pedigree. 


S FSS: 


The GENEALOGY of 0 
Kelly. 
Aoleachluin, 
Feadorcha, 
Cealla, 
Donall, 
Aodh, 
William, 
Maoleachloinn, 
William Boye, 
Donogh Muimhneach, 
Connor, 
Donall, 
Teige Tailteann. 
Connor, 
Diarmuid, 
Connor, a 
Teige C hatha Bryen, 
Morough, 


Ac dba, 


aq — — — —ů — 

— — — — — 
— - _ — 

— — > 


— ———ꝶ[ü 
— - 


- 

— — | — 
— — ͤ ED: 
— — — — 


P 4 —— 
Le 


—— ——— : 
— 


! 3 


| 


— 


F Aodha, 

Ceallaig, from whom O Kelly 

took the Name, 

Franachta, 

Oiliolla, 

Jonrachtach, from whoſe Brother 

Coſgrach /prang Clan Aodha- 

ghain. 

Foithchiolla, 

Dluthaig, 

Diocholla, ; 

Eogan Fionn, from whoſe Bro- 
ther Buadhach /prang O M 
dagain, 

Cormac, 

Cairbre Crom, 

Fearadhach, 

Luighaidh, 

Dallain, 

Breaſal, 

Maine Mor, 
| Eochaidh Firdaghiall, 
Donal, | 
| Jomchaidh. This Jomchaidh 
had three Brothers, viz. Deag- 
hadh Durn, from whom ſprang 
Mac Mahon of Uiſter ; Ro- 
chadh, the ſecond Brother, from 
whom ſprang Maguire, Mac 
qg Tighernan of Clann Farrill; 
Fiachradh, the third Brother, 
from whom ſprang O Hanlu- 
ain and O Niallain. 

| Conn Cead Chathach. This 

Conn had two Brothers ; from 
Eochaidh Fionn, one of them, 
deſcended O Nuallain > Lein- 
ſter; from Fiachadh Suidhe, 
the other Brother, ſprang O 
Whalans, in Iriſh O Faolain, 
and O Bruic m Munſter. 

Feidhlim Reachtmar, 

Tuathal Teachtmar, 

Fiachadh Fionola, 

Fearaidhach Fionn, 

Criomhthan Niadhnair, 

q Lughaidh Riabhndearg, 

Mac na Dtri Fineamhna, 

Eochaidh Feidhlioch, 

Finn Fionlogha, 

Roighnein Ruadh, 

Eaſamhuin Eamhna, 


——_—— 


— 


Blathachta, 


Labhra Luirc, 
Eana Aighnach, from whoſe Bro- 
ther Fiachadh Fearmars ſprang 
Conaire Mac Modha Lam- 
hadh (Brother m Law to Conn 
Cead Cathach) and he was 
Father to the three Cairbre, 
viz. Cairbre Riada, Cairbre 
Muisk , and Cairbre Baſ- 
caoin, they and their Fo- 
fterity were called Earnuide 
Mumhan ; from Cairbre Riada 
is Dailriada in Scotland called; 
from Cairbre Muisk is Muske- 
ry in Munſter called, of whoſe 
Poſterity is O Failbhe, in Engliſh 
O Failvy ia Deſmond, an anci- 
ent and noble Family, &c. from 
Cairbre Baſcaoin Corca Baiſ- 
gin is called, and we find none 
of his Iſſue. From the ſaid 
Cairbre Riada ſprang thoſe 
Names in Scotland, viz. Ci- 
| neal Guaire, Magh Agnam- 
huin, Magh Eogain, Magh 
Boithrioch, Magh Giolla Eoin, 
and Magh Giolla Laghm- 
hain, G&c. 


0 


7 


L rach, 


Aongus Tuirmbeach Teamh- 


—_— 


U 
Vide O Neill Pedigree. 
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Ther of 
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Eochaidh Foltleathan, 
Oiliolla Caisthiaclach, 
Conla Cruadh Chealgach, 
Jaron Gleofathach, 
Meilge Molbthach, 
Cobhthaig Caolbreag, 


gaine More, 


The following Noble 
BRANCH of the _ 
oing Princely Family o 

U Kelly. : : 


Onal O Kelly, or Dennis 
Kelly of Aghraan in the 
County of Galway in the King- 
dom of Ireland Eſq; is the only 
Son of Charles Kelly, common- 
ly called Collonel Charles Kelly, 
who was bred in his Youth at 
St. Omers, where he went thro 
the Courſe of his Studies with 
great Reputation, and became 
well verſed in the Knowledge of 
moſt of the European Lan- 
guages, ſuch as Greek, Latin, 
Italian, Spaniſh, French, Eng- 
liſh, and Iriſh. In the Tear 
1642. he returned to Ireland, 
and having ſoon the Command 
of a Troop of Horſe under the 
Mayquiſs of Ormond,  diſtn- 
guiſbed himſelf in the Royal 
Cauſe wpon many Occaſions dur- 
ing the Hur: But when the 
King was beheaded, and Irc- 
land had been reduced by the 
Uſurper, he left the Kingdom, 
and carried a Regiment of Foot, 
conſiſting of 2000 Men, into 8 
Spain, and bis Royal Maſter 
King Charles II. being then & 
in France, he ſoon repaired to 
him, and being followed by moſt 
of hns Officers and Soldiers, they 
were formed into a Regiment, and 
placed again under his Command. 
Collonel Charles Kelly continued 
in France till Cardinal Maza- , 
rine made that infamou Peace 
with Cromwell, by which the 
King and Royal Family were 
obliged to quit that Kingdom, 
and retire into Spain, the only 
Power at Variatice with the U- 
ſurper ; then, like a great many 
other gallant and loyal Gentle- 
men, he quitted that Servicce, and 
fallowed his Royal Maſter into 
Spain; where he remamed till it 
phaſed God to bring about the 
25 Reſtoration. In the Year 
1660 he came mto England, 
and was always highly eſteemed for 
his Learning, Loyalty, and great 
Services both at home andabroad . 
In the Reign of King James II. 
he was choſen Kuight of the Shire 
for the County of Roſcommon in * 
Ireland, and one of his Majeſty's 
moſt honourable privy Council in 
that Kingdom. He was a Perſon 
of great Abilities, Piety, and 
untverſal Knowledge, and was 
juſtly me one of the wiſeſt 
s well as moſt accompliſhed 
Men of the Age. 
John O Kelly, called 
Collonel John Kelly @&he Fa- 
harles, and Grandfa- 


< 


| 


o 


ther to the preſent Dennis) was 
likewiſe very attrue and Zealous 
in ſupperting King Charles the 
Firſt's Cauſe, during the whole 
Courſe of the War of Ireland, 
and had ſuch a diſtinguiſhed 
Character for hi Services from 
theſe two eminent Royaliſts (the 
Marquiſſes of Ormond and 
Clanrickard) that he was re- 
ſlored by a particular Clauſe in 
the All of Settlement) to all the 
Eſtate which he either had in 
Poſſeſſion or Reverſſon in the 
Year 1641, which Eſtate was 
accordingly enjoyed by him, and 
fhill remams m his Family. "The 
ſaid John O Kelly was Son and 
Heir to Colla O Kelly, who 
in the Reign of Due Eliza- 
beth was Commander of the 
Foot under the Great Richard, 
Earl of Clanrickard (and then 
of St, Albans in England) at the 
Battle of Kingſale againſt the 
Spaniards; in which the ſaid 
Colla O Key behaved himfelf 
with the greateſt Conduct and Re- 
ſolution. This Family is the cin 
the Name, and x4 of 2 5 
ancient in the Kingdom, and were 
ally'd to moſt of the bæſt Fami- 
hes in it; for Colla O.Kelly 
was married into the Family of 
the Betaghs, an ancient good 
one of the Daniſh Extrattion ; 
his Son John was married to 
the Daughter of Sir William 
Hill of Uleattown, in the 
C of Meath, 6y his firſt 
Wife, Daughter to Plunket of 
Gypſtown of the Earl of Fin- 
galls Family; Charles was mar- 
ried to O Kelly of Galway's 
Daughter by Ayles, Dawgh- 
ter to O Shaghnuſly, another 
ancient good Family in that 
Country; and the preſent Den- 
nis is married to the honourable 
Mary Kelly, alia, Bellew, ei- 
deft Daughter of Walter, late 
Lord Bellew, by the Right bo- 
nour able Frances Arrabeila Bel- 
lew, alias Wentworth, eldeſt 
Daughter of the Right Hanowr- 
able Sir William Wentworth, 
and Siſter to the Earl f 
Straftord, by whom he has Iſſue 
lruing two Daughters, viz. 
Frances Arrabella the eldeft, | 
and Ann the youngeſt. 
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The PEDIGREE of the 
Dailriada in Scotland. 
Onſtantin, 
Coilein, 
Dabh, 
Maolcolum, 
Couſtantin, 
Kennedy, 
Ailpin, 
Eachach, 
Aodha Fionn 
Damanguirt, 
Feargus, 
Niſeamair, 
Eirc, 
Eochaidh Munramhar, 
Aongus Firt, ; 
Feidhlimidh Aiſlingtheach, 
Aongus Buidhneach, 
Feidhlim 


Son of 


K 


Fpeidhlim Roinic, 
Ceann Cormac 
Sruthluaithe, 
Fidhfeige, 

| Eoguir Chirr, 
Eochaidh Andoith, 
Fiachadb Cathmhaoil, 

| Foirdbeid, 

Eirc, 

Eochaidh Riada, 
Fiacha Fearmara, 
Aougus Tuirmheach Teamha- 
rach, 

Eochaidh Foltleathan. 
Vide O Neill's Pedigree, 


| 444 pri tes pine hte 
Of the noble Families 
of Leinſter deſcended 


| from Logaire Lore, 
Son of Upgain More, 


——— — —— 


[4 # 


Heremon: We will 

begin with the Cava- 
F , 

naghs, tho' not the 
eldeſt of Cathaoir 
More's Poſterity, but 
becauſe there were 
more Kings in Leinſter 
| of their dire& Line 
than any of the reſt. 


Mac Morough's P E ÞD 1- 
G REE. 


e Brother 
Arthur ſprang Sliocht Diar- 
muda Lamhdheirg, viz. Mo- 
rough Mac Bryen with his 
Deſcendents« 

Maurice, 


} Mortough, from whoſe 


Mortough, 

Donall Caomhanach. . From this 
Donall the noble Family of the 

Cavanaghs deſcended; the ſaid 
Donall had two Brothers, viz. 
Eamon, and Art; this Art was 
but to Death by Rodoric O 

\ . Connor, and left no Iſſue; 

From Eamon deſcended the Cin- 

? ſcalachs famous for ſeveral wor- 

| thy Merus, &c. 

Diarmuid na ngall, from whoſe 
Brother h na Ngaoid- 
hil ſprang Mac Dai re. 


Donogh, 
| Morough Maol na mbo 
Diarmuid, . 


Ceallach, 

Cionaoth, F 
Cairbre ” 

Diarmuid, 

Aodha, | 
Ruagallach, 


| | Oncon, 


Faolchon, 
Faolain, 
Siolain, 


of the Poſterity of 


8 
S 4 Conchorb, 


EA 1 
FEogan Caoch, 
_ _ whom the O Ryans 
eſcended, a e and 
denied, e 

Criomhthan, 

Eana Cinſealach, from whoſe Son 
Feidhlim ſprang the noble Fa- 
milies of the O Murphys, and 
O Dowling ; and from the 
ſaid Eana's Brother ſprang the 
noble Families of the Byrns and 

| Tools, in Iriſh O Broin and 
O Tuathail. 

Breaſal Beallach, 

Fiachadh Baiceada, who was the 
youngeſt of all Cathaoir More“ 
—w from whom ſprang O 


7 

Cathaoir More, from whoſe eldeſt 
Son, viz.. Roſſa Failge, ſprang 
the noble Family of © Connor 
Falie, and from O Connor 
Falte ſprang the famous Fami- 
lies O Duin, # Engliſh, 
Dun; and O Dempſy, Lords 
of Clanmalier , of the ſame 
Racs or Line ſprang O Bra- 
nain, O Riagain #m Lein- 
ſter, Mac Colgain, Clan Car- 

bry, O Maolchiarain, O Be- 

arra of Leacach, O Hartaigh, 

and one of the Families we © 


rach, another Son of Cathaoir 
More, /pravug O Gormain, O 
Moony, Iriſh O Maonaigh, 
1 1 _ O Maolain ; 
uChorp, another Son 

hail of Forthuath, 

Feidhlime Fiorurglas, 

Cormac Gealtagaoth, 


Niachaorb 
whoſe Son Cair- 
bre Clutheachair, ſprang the 
honourable Family of O Dwir, 
King. of Cairbry, Coilluama- 
_ - 2 from him alſo 
in Araighe. 

Nen, Friars a — 

Finfileadh, 

Roſa Roe, 

Nuadha Neacht: This Nuadha 
had three Sons, viz. Feargus 
Fairge, the Anceſtor ; Baoiſgne 
from whom ſprang Cumhall, the 
Father of Fionn, the General of 
all the train'd Bands of Ire- 
land, called Fiana Eirion. 
Baine, the King of England's 
Daughter, was Mother unto 
Cumball, and to Feidhlime 
Reacht mar, 

Seadhna Siothbhach, 

Luighdheach Loithfinn, 

Breaſal Breac. From this Breaſal's 
Son Conla ſprang the noble Fa- 
mily of the Fitz Patricks, in 
Iriſh 1 Phadruig, 
Kings of Oſſery. a 

Fiacha 2 

Oiliolla Glas, 

Fiacha Foghlas, 

Nuagatt Follamhuin, 

Alloit, 

Alt, 

Modha Airt, 


| 


Criomhthan Coſgrach, 
Feidhlime Fortriun, 
Feargus Fortamhail, 


B Br huin, 
Aongus Follembuin. 


Floinn, c. From Daire Bar- 


'S 
37 


F Oiliolla Brachain, 
Labhra Loingſeach, 
Oiliolla Aine, 

Laogaire Luirc, 
Ugaine More, 

Vide O Neill“ Pedigree. 


AA A Ua 
The PEDIGREE of Mau- 
rice O Connor Falie Eſq; 
being originally deſcend- 
ed from Rofſa Failge the 
eldeſt Son of Catbaoir 
More Monarch of Ireland. 


\ Onogh and Maurice O 
Connor Eſqs, the Sons of 
Coll 


ohn O Connor, 
nough, 
John, 
Donough, 
_ 
iarmuid, 
Charles, from whoſe Brother Tur- 
| lough ſprang the noble Famih 
| of Teige an Troithin, &. 
n, 
Calbhach, 
Morough, 
Mortough, 
Mortough, 
Mortough, 
Maolmordha, 
| —ankad. oy 
Donough, 
Conaitne, 


Mortough, 


Con h, 
Boas 1rd 
Brogarbhan, 
| Connor, 
Congalach, 
Finn, 
Maolinordha, 
Connor, 
Flanagan, 
Cionflaoith, 

Mugruim, 

Floin da Chongal, 

Diomuſach, 

Congalach, 

Foranan, 

Maolumhaigh, 

Cathal, 

Bruidhe, 

Eogan, 

Nathi, 

Roſſa Failge, 

Cathoir More, Monarch of Ire- 
land, 

Feidhlime Fiorurglas, 


| Cormac Gealtagaoith, 


Niadh Chorb, 
Conchorb, 

Modha Chuirb, 
Connor Abhraruadh, 
Finnfile, 

Roſſa Roe, 

Nuadha Neacht 
Seadhna Soithbhaic, 
Luigheach Loithfin, 
Breaſal Breac, 
Fiachadh Foibhric, 
Oiliolla Glas, 
Fiachadb 2 
Nuadhatt Follamhuin, 
Alloit, 


Art, 
| Modha Airt, 
Criombthan Coſgrach, ih 
\Feidblime Foirtriun, p 
a Feargus 


— — 
— — 
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Son of 


F Feargus Fortamhail, 

Breatal Breogamhuin, 

Aongus Follamhuin, 

Oiliolla Brachain, 

Labhra Loingſeach, 

Oiliolla Aine 

Laogaire Luirc, 

Ugaine MorcMonarch of Ireland, 
and Anceſior to all the royal 


Race of Heremon. 
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The PEDIGREE of the 
Fitz, Patricks, Kings of 


Ofery. 


Ryen, 
Teige, 

t 1Orence, 

Bryen, 

Bryen, 

John, 

Florence na cul Choille, 

Florence, 

Donal! Dubh, 

Florence Bacach, 

Donall More, 

Moighe Laighis, 

Donall Clanach, 

Sgaunlan, 

Giolla Padruig from whom Mac 
Gioll Phadruig cook the Name 
Fitz Patrick. 

Donough, 

Ceallach, 

Carroll, from whoſe Son Bryen 
ſprang the valiant Family 
O Breanan 2 Duach, and 
Clan Oiſdighin, 

Dongaile, 

Anamchaidh, 

Concearna, 

Faolan, 

Croanmaol, 

Ronan Rioghfhlatha, 

Colman More, 

Bigne Caoch, 

Laighnig Faoiligh, 

Sganlan More, 

Cinnſiolach, 

Roman Duach, 

Conull, 

Cairbre, 

Neadhbuain, 

Eohaidh Lamhdhiott, 

Aingidhe, 

Laogaire Bearnbuadh, one of the 
ſtouteſt Heroes of his Time. 

Aongus Oſſery, 

Criomhthan, 

Eirc, 

Fana, 

Oiliolla, 

Luigheach, 

Labhra, 

Carthan, 

Nuadhatt, 

Conla, from whom ſprung the fol- 
lowing Srmames, according to the 
Poem that begins with theſe 
or ds, Naas na Riogh Riog- 
ha na ttulach, viz, Muinter 
Baoithin, Muinter Duineamh- 
la, Muinter Oſain, Muinter 

Mairinain, Muinter Tuachair, 

Muinter Chrithin, Muinter 

Dhulbhain, Muinter Lionaig, 

\ Muinter Urguſa, Muinter 


A. 


» 


Mi 


S 2 


| Gioila na Naomh, 


[ 12 ) 


Chreadmachain, the Nunanes, 

the Muineaghans, a Sept of the 

| Breens, the Cobhraoi, and ſe- 
veral others, &c. 

Breaſal Breac, 

| Fiachadb Fobhric, 

O'lliolla Glas, 

Fiachadh Foglas, 

Nuadhat Follamhuin, 

Alloit, 

Art, 

Modha Airt, 

Criomhthan Coſgrach, 

Feidhlime Fortriun, 

Feargus Fortamhail, 

Breafal Breaghamhuin, 

Aongus Follamhain, 

Oiliolla Brachain, 

Labhradh Loingſeach, 

Oiliolla Aine, 

Laogaire Loirc, 

Ugaine More. 

Vide O Neill's Pedigree. 
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The GENEALOGY of 0 
Dwyre. 
Hilip 
Anthony, 
Diarmuid, 
Thomas, 
Connor, 
Thomas, 
Thomas, 
Connor, 
Thomas, 
Thomas, 
Giolla na Naomh, 
Giolla na Naomh, 
Loghlin, 


—— 


Lorcan, 
Ceallaig, 
Giolla na'Naomh, 
Ceallalg, 
Lorcan, 
Aodh, 
Donogh, 
Lorcan, 
Dwyre, from whom 0 Dwyre 
took the Name. i 
Spiolain, 
Suibhny, 
Dunchadh, 
Duadhfhlaith, 
Collan, 
Colman, 
Crath, 
Roger, 
Griollan. 
Lubna. 
Lughna, 
Muirin , 
Fionn dha, 
Firrath, 
Firruadearg, 
Firine, 
| Luigheach, 
Airimbair, 
Cairbae Cluitheachair, 
Conchorb, | 
Modha Corb, 
| Connor Abhraruadh, 
Finn fille, 
Roſſa Roe, 
Nuadha Neachr, 
Seadhna Siothbaic, 
Luigheach Loithfinn, 
| Breaſal Breac. 
Vide Fitz Patrick's Genealogy. 


Son of 
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The PEDIGREE of O Hei- 
derſgoil, in which we 
will inſert all the noble 
Families that ſprang from 
Ith, Son of Breogaa, 
which Ii was Uncle to 
King Mz:leſizs. 


Lorence, 
Connor, 
Connor, 
Florence, 
Mac Con, 
Mac Con, 
Donough:; 
Magh Crath, 
Donough More, 
Fothadh, 
Finn, 
Mac Con, 
Fothadh, 
Heiderſpeoil, from whom O Hei- 
derſgeoil took the Name. 
Finn, 
Nuadhatt, 
Dungoile, 
| Maoltuile, 
Dunguſa, 
Aongus, 
Foluchta, 
Flanain, 
Cobhain, 
| Cobrain, 
Flannain, 
| Branuimh, 
Heiderſgeoil, 
Nathi, 
| Aongus, 
Maccon, 
Macniadh, 
| Luidheach, 
Daire Firuillne, 
Eadamhrach, 
Deirgthine, 
Nuadhadh Airgtheach, 
Luchtaine, 
Logha Feidhlig, 
E 
Sin, 
Maithfin, 
Logha, 
Eadamhaig, 
Mail, 
| Luigheach, 
Ith, 1 
Breogan. This Breogan was Ki 
of Spain, and — the Grand. 
father of King Mileſius. From 
Luigheach, the Son of Ith, 
deſcended Mac Amluidhe, Cal- 
| lruidhe, Mac, Flanchuidhe, of 
Dartruidhe, O Cobhthaig, O 
Curnin Mac Aillin in Scotland 
aq* © Haillinan, O Floin Arda, 
O Baire Arran, &c. from Mac 
Aillin ſprang O Fathaidh, Cc. 
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Son of 
3 
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4 Feargus Fortamhail, 

Breatal Breogamhuin, 

Aongus Follamhuin, 

Oiliolla Brachain, 

Labhra Loingſeach, 

Oiliolla Aine 

Laogaire Luirc, 

Ugaine MorcAMonarch of Ireland, 
and Anceſior to all the royal 


Race of Heremon. 
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The PEDIGREE of the 
Fitz, Patricks, Kings of 


Ofery. 


Ryen, 
Teige, 

r lorence, 

Bryen, 

Bryen, 

John, 

rlorence na cul Choille, 

Florence, 

Donal! Dubh, 

Florence Bacach, 

Donall More, 

Moigh e Laighis, 

Donall Clanach, 

Sgaunlan, 

Giolla Padruig from whom Mac 
Gioll Phadruig cook the Name 
Fitz Patrick. 

Donough, 

Ceallach, 

| Carroll, from whoſe Sen Bryen 

; ſprang the valiant Family of 

O Breanan youu Duach, and 

Clan Oiſdighin, 

' Dongaile, 

Anamchaidh, 

Concearna, 

Faolan, 

Croanmaol, 

Ronan Rioghfhlatha, 

Colman More, 

Bigne Caoch, 

Laighnig Faoiligh, 

Sganlan More, 

Cinnſiolach, 

Roman Duach, 

Conull, 

Cairbre, 

Neadhbuain, 

Eohaidh Lamhdhiott, 

Aingidhe, 

Laogaire Bearnbuadh, one of the 
ſtouteſt Heroes of his Time. 

Aongus Oflery, 

Criomhthan, 

Eirc, 

Fana, 

Oiliolla, 

Luigheach, 

Labhra, 

Carthan, 

Nuadharr, 

Conla, from whom ſprung the fol- 
lown,g Srnames, according to t 
Poem that begins with theſe 
Words, Naas na Riogh Riog- 
ha na ttulach, viz. Muinter 
Baoithin, Muinter Duineamh- 
la, Muinter Oſain, Muinter 

| Mairinain, Muinter Tuachair, 

Muinter Chrithin, Muinter 

Dhulbhain, Muinter Lionaig, 

Muinter Urguſa, Muinter 


1 12 3 


Chreadmachai n, he Nunanes, 


the Muineaghans, a Set of the 

| Breens, the Cobhraoi, and ſe- 
veral others, &c. 

Breaſal Breac, 

Fiachadh Fobhric. 

Olliolla Glas, 

Fiachadh Foglas, 

Nuadhat Follamhuin, 

Alloit, 

Art, 

Modha Airt, 

Criomhthan Coſgrach, 

Feidhlime Fortriun, 

Feargus Fortamhail, 

Breafil Breaghamhuin, 

Aongus Follamhain, 

Oiliolla Brachain, 

Labhradh Loingſeach, 


1 Olliolla Aine, 


Laogaire Loirc, 
Ugaine More. : 
Vide O Neill's Pedigree. 


F 


The GENEALOGY of 0 
| Dwyre. 

Hilip 

Anthony, 

Diarmuid, 

Thomas, 


| Connor, 


Thomas, 
Thomas, 
Connor, 
Thomas, 
Thomas, 

Giolla na Naomh, 
Giolla na Naomh, 
Loghlin, 

Gioila na Naomh, 
Lorcan, 

Ceallaig, 

Giolla na'Naomh, 
Ceallalg, 

Lorcan, 

Aodh, 

Donogh, 

Lorcan, 


took the Name. 
Spiolain, 
Suibhny, 
Dunchadh, 


Gr iollan. 
Lubna. 
Lughna, 
Muirin , 
Fionnchadha, 
Firrath, 
Firruadearg, 


Firine, 


Luigheach, 
Airimbair, 
Cairbae Cluitheachair, 
Conchorb, 

Modha Corb, 
Connor Abhraruadh, 
Finn fille, 

Roſſa Roe, 

Nuadha Neacht, 
Seadhna Siothbaic. 


Luigheach Loithfinn, 
Breaſal Breac, 
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Sin, 
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Mail, 
| Luigheach, 
Ith, _ 
Breogan. This Breogan was Ki 
of Spain, and was the SG. 
father of King Mileſius. From 
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aq* O Haillinan, O Floin Arda, 
O Baire Arran, &c. from Mac 
Aillin ſprang O Fathaidh, Cc. 


222 


22 Re gall Pe de gree of LZEBER the Son of Kmeg Miles 


r 
of Tr 2 4H 
AL. 2910. 


Price © 


Lr 
i G #2 2 
vedme ſ pc 
UNCAMON :1D hejmgn ec mc c. 
onarch o e, ice Fail he Son 
c, 3 p a 
9370. 720 fas 
Mn 2 /8 
ovtar. 11 pe mc 
ach 0Tofarce we E um me WÞ pe Fo ge 
on. of Tre : lun Song Hur Son Brea Seng Sanna 
land A MH. Heachta of Filtm #: \{r Hur FY: o 
SBI3 9/7 r, Tr eta rand Aled 
2 122 2 * 
us q £47906 S DES co chase ug H 
vn andaDey. wohdhe 2 * poo. eo lamhSe 
uach Fon Honar oh of Monarch. ona 
Lan. ef Ire rana. eau of Tre 9 and, 
348 re. AL. 33 IHe33 04 .. 
2 27 2 4 40 
Ant mo oolly ©9 che utho edp9 
„Joh F107 mc oll Larche ST ca} 
1 Hi. e 5 on. of Vr . /t Yon gf : oOnarc/ of 
| land AM -land A Ne, a Zan 
4 222 1 490 cd. 
11 
- er 
Lo Bhrh 147 
— See. wel 
| 0 Ace OUT CT O, 
Cao} E.. < lan AA 
run 3808 


ne- 
tec 2 


TH, ie fp Hon the ®Þ 


Hos e 2 
(9 2 Ne dae, Þ 


P ny Cloncurty 


N 17724 lu ee, 
\ eee eee, Gr © 


3 210 7 11101 


- 44 
O Com 
(Mme 
Dala na 


Ca * TAC 
( martha 0 ＋ 


HEBER Ve Ton . e Pedigree contemuecd. 


5 CF. 


— 


22 N * " | by 
Oy) Nees ASE 
8 8333 4 


— 


* 
F 


— 
1 % 


Wt nyo Crean Nh 


— 


_ — 


—— 


mer; 
(Fry) 


Me 
an 
ro TuF Fell 
ler ay FAC 
ar kao 'o 
Feat“ 
ctercun dg 


e 
2 rouHl Fs 


Cas He Seu lages from all MR 


longf oulioll, 
Had Yar, 


oy dp cm 


ee 
G dea os 
al 


enen: 


ey 
da mr loch 
m ume me} 
m Searnam m 
Riava mx 
mac amt 
lad etad 


97 
ojmvelt 


= ErTence 


Inluam 
e 


4 ce off 


Hum oma, 


2 


HEBER tHe A, of bl, fte, fes Pedigree cor s 


Con ull 
Eachluxch 
{onal 
achlualhth: 
of thmond 


G1 
Llod Prince 


O 


Thumond 


25 
Ul oel 
bald 
Zern. I 
rde u, 
atme, 


ue 


D 17 hes 


3 1 Vs, 1% \ Order of ts 


Humbt y . 


| ede 7 ONNUOT. 


5 = — — 
HEBER mee. e lebe, blue, Pedigree Conti 


2 10+ | 
, oel 5 WES. | 
upncas me c N Da Daum 
3 «3 vonch n 9 ont „ bnfain 
vomnallconcub Faß eiſu 5 
UFup plann pe bajant; pponya 
jofirr, 2. 7 09 4, Tumuna 
7 Bien . s 
* ys, ee. Terlagh Durn 
Borromumne ons Mir )Moret Fon of Wind, Aen. 
Th Dante! N fre 
IE. Tos Prince of 
Cc * n 
| — r WS; teme, 
e em Mm be rl 100 
Jud 1 [re out 7 , | : , 
bole ty 2 fr, {woe we heal 
whom the b © Ber ah ceap Pronce Terlagh 06 bpjamn 5 
Dre vonchaSvoberl defoended o nya 
Oban OFCUANAC N, P 
a bann tw O Bryan TuaAD= 
S Mac Mahons mu man 
| niet oma 8 
D O £1 yen 0 brian T ertlagh * 


A. . 7 1 o ©eagnacl Bryen Prince 


. / | 
5 Tl at mn 8, of 
V onf av Thum ond 
55 Tio 
Connor EN 
—— na Sudhun O uy 5 
Prince . = aq? Sjoll = 
unten, Andy n= 
: 772 | 
_— . muse x M Fee! 
4 . f . 4 ac & bi 1 * * 27 = 
"Sug - — __ p _ P — 1 2 Bene 77 
7 uma Huumeo muman U 
en. 


4s TIE 
Mulyn 2 1 5 an ca Ar. 
Mu met 3 of : | (Þ (ou  ferratha wn 


_ =; ; ; 


pmonya — Aae, 
TUAT= Prence = 
uma JUNO 


Fee! 
O Bere === 
Hume "f- 
Hmm 


oe 
o bfai 
phlofffa 
TUAD = 
WITTE) 


ame, uence 
moſt Oreatente Serv. 
CD & l pn 2 


8 


— — 


— —— —— — — — — 
. — . 


— : Plate . 


Hum He Sor Ui CMULLas Arts Pedigree C NUCAU '_—) 


— 22  - „ — —— OY — _ 


fen b. 


mncrfi 


: w © 122 r 

| = Don cad ut 1a 

- T9 On | 0 b far | ya . PO F * 

| Prince = P lofi * L 2 | (TAB O. 
— LN 2 2 jr, 7 age, 

| mi . > an * Dram 

| | an Caber 


The End of Vie Reval Line of the moJt Noble & narltke Family of 
the. 6 Bryens, commonly alles Me Dailgcailian Race hat/louryhed 
mull iS fc, & Honour ſome Hundred Years from hom LScendud, 2 
Hie & Magnanmous Pryen Boiroimhe Monarch of Ireland/7ho m 
lus innatle Iriſh Forces overcame the Norwegians and Danes 
int 4 ty une Battles, but. was at. Wall Sam als Head of Jus A rmy:Hes 
Son the mot Vidant tne Donogh oBrven jiccerded in A 
and obtamd a complete Victory. The Eugenians 7oor after parted Aim; 
and before hes Soldiers mere recover d of heir Wounds he was challenged 
by a Prince in Leinſter, cilſier to Frght; or. fend hem Ho/tngerDonogh re - 
| Solved lu an/ner him & i anmate u, Troops acclarrd that if but oneHan 
of em ould tend by hum he would engage y note Army, This inyptred Hie- 
JSoultrery nit frgh Curage no pizcung view mounard benveen of Sound 
Mert yet ther Rear Japported by Srong Piles, & nth Svords bann 72 
Auaule whe Prove of Leinſter. Bul he, arpriedat Ales, uncommonhravery 
| gutted the Field. This Triſh Monarch ferft Auge, Several Serrbes by 
| Proper Names He re/lored "of Bghons het Pots, Jounard many Chin yHhools, 
pared N revived sf Decazed Wntverfates, & tad ſeveral Cube nene, thro out 
ve hand, as i partcularty mentoned ny, Second part of ties Htory | 


—— ͤ— —2 


1 
SJ, tt * 


* | 7 lle, Gen £3 


dedecaterd by Hr 


| 
| / 2 
| A 
| mY Humble Vi Coorrant 

1 „ ee Connor | 
| 5 3 
þ "TPP — — — — — 


; 


s 


222 of the Sr pace, Sa A of the © Carrolls 
5 | 5 


Jomgomn 
ne FonecaTt! 


— o * ** 
— phioffa 
von put 


olpra®& 
pronya 
©on Fyl 
E714 


ny 
pio ya 
Con Fril 
C7na 


SS w> f a 70 | TOS - 
his Pac 11 — RAND (1:44 eee, 


Gs . « Servant 


2 NON: 


- mn * 6 __ - —ﬀ — —_ — 


ae The Camel, Auge, Continued: 


i 


on Nam x. 
El — 2 Lu 
anno 142.7 a. neung 
— 1148 ams 
c noenayimn gan affo 1182 
Tug m4 
an cceaSna 1oma® 
A {omn & 
voteampul- 
And maca 


grau au 114 2 


ao the , of leu 1# 8 


441% 


(ol ATTY 


oſſi 
| — wu 


Cecœen 


a wo 
CO te Hom 17S Tr 
I! N 


5 {52 ty hes mofelbatont Sj wa TY 2 
. 0090. 


—— — — 
2 ' - . - . 


2 — — — 


1 ST-F, 
nab 


von Fl N. 
o 


gf nF FalgeE 
noc id be 
rYanflee1 


N Tomes 
b cc aD me 
7 TuU;F an on 
iS Ac vent 

* 


o Hi pillib 
yan pain 


o Ban 


Fam Afſa 


| He Pl E arrolsy Haufler . 4 


vonchach 
- re 1 $4 vo \ 
Sea an \ nA”-a AC 
0 Ce. 11 N agup an SEeTup vo 
prmonre - breajm Sa 
8 am? an Umfen 


* Daus. & Mulay . 
O 2 Festung 


| ojpe&ec SF1 ago le pacione 


& Fug, pajT10n ſudiſe 


Noble Military order of SC 
\ Zago for Services ale ar Hat 
2 


Hat Ormm auld 194 


* 


% 
% 


4 4 , " In 6 » = 3 
% S, © SIILLYSLEZZ {1 1 \ 7 
r eee $2.58 
” 4 g l . 1 1 ' 4 | ry 
G 4 N. il 17 a 8 
27 0 18 ” IL 
torr ' * 
5 7 [ 10M 
I 


111 
orn. 
1 „% „ 
17 


. lebe, 


reland 


— — 


1 


8 — 


—— ————— — = 


« 
9 


1 3 
9 4 ++ — 5 


Me CES 
EE 


nan 
bojporhe 
Ups gg 
Gmnof 
Ano vom: 


HBowormhe ' 
Monarch of 
treland 


(Ho Dom . 


Whats 
br&evlac 


He Mar Mahons of Thumond donn from He renonned Monarch 
Ae gebe Gorrounhe w Sung Charles 2% 


PF -.\ 


Pedigree of the Frinctdy and Incmt Family of | 


nee 


- — AC 

O 1am _ 
Pon u: — 0 
* J Ano Som: 


from whom 

lofren led C, BJ > 

Mahon oF Ts 

nh mere 
» {r 7 — 


Manch 
ppronya 
TuUAS mit: 


nA pff 
von Fyl 
CSD na 


222 


ma ca 


5 

Sonchf 8 e N | npoeadl 
BATLAIEE: mop Ar oF ME Nat ME ar: 

fatgarmnge NA Fama for am na 
. e mem Tac ax Th AT 

bor 4 aS uc Site ff AS uc 

2 haily 
the Great M. 


Ma ga 


Ma 471 Lo 


Ta 
Nm 44852 
Amas 
Tu a 
Ag uc 


MorouÞ9gh Tha 
MCI Mahon MC Mnhon 
| Lord of- : Lord of 
= 2 


Clare i me 


fare. Voediert WM CERE 


angaen oY Al. Caf 
dedicated ly fa 
/ Servant 

- | ——_ rea See nne, 


— — 


— — — ——— — 
r .c =. WS a0 ec 


3 
q — . ILENE 


U 
0 
zl 


— — 


” 


eLineall Pedigree of 2 222 PRINCELY Famly of the 3 —— 


7 Og nach un Munſter of He Royal Filet Race 


cha | Nin: lou 
vb Rias Cuinb N Nic 
| Fade md. ee ce 
ha Citi 
ng of 


F" / 7 us e. 
7 off 
Munf/ter 
| 
uv ve 
Neain Rigg 
von cena 
Luighd/henc, 
Of he 


ne 


—— 
— — — — — — 


vn ca 
Sa Tuta 


ronce Al _ 
marr . 


” ” 
( — 
V — — 
VJ ' < — 1 
ml ! 
IR 1 ' | | i 
: l [ II TREES { | 
bz e Mw 
| 1 i'| 

JS 1 
i 1 
" ! 

\ l 
\ 0 | 1 
| \ 
d Ss i!) 
x | on 
| Lf ' 
! ! | [ 0 
( : l 


DC 


P ðiU( . =—y_ 


. Hlantn Coun 


. Plate ts — 
2 Hts mot Vledeen 


ed * # 07 nodom of ri 3 5 


— 


humbly dedecated 
"SO - — * 
Horvant Y : 
Cr. O COHNOT 


. 

. 

- 
% Y « \ * 
«wh y 
N 


1 
* 
i 
* 
So” 
3 
» 
* . * 


>. 


un 
CNN GY 
** d: IB Y 


, 74 
* 
ax vv wr, 7 4 


a». -- 
o* 
- 
21 . 
„* 
6 — 
o ” # 
. 
o 
— 
o 
- 
—— 
v 
\ 
= 4 
N 
* 
* 
- 
1. 
# 
. 
- 


= 
a 


F 
© & » 
Tt,» % 


$44 


. 


a 
* 


Wor?” 


\ 
4 
» 
* 
Lo 
., 
o 


n 


n 


n . 


n 


4. 


ONS be ors ab mu. = 


** 


wv 


of o Covnigyr Hey 3 
erben. 


ve Monarchs f. 


88 

0 

©X cat D Eq; 

ein De ruf 2 
IR Af 9 SO 


| I 
As 
8 
Fo 
Xx 


of e — Drother &© 
Pofterity of 11 i Jabhare 
Za HO 
2870 
Cay 
OU am ach A S 
mac ollamyn roSla pes 8 * re 
Pos la | R10O, 4 S Rog 3 
offſa u 7 2 Inroff Miroff 
982 5 „Jun Uſo Mun 
cu OllamAN +, 
i enn nav. onarch 
2 272 - land | \ 4 2 — 2 7 — 
. OO | — 
3 OC . S e. 
Hon qlae Hana 
: f olL an 
para Rigg edle Saia mc vo O . 
2 7 — gur ela NA, 2 
no un "IT Balls, Wt 
oh % 
ton Son a 
<<" 2 2 Manoli 8 
n Nan JSecored Son Ollghothach. 
of Id aka Mow om Fe Pd Som — 
(Gio Miu off Tredand, ON Tri Mum Fe 
3302 Fa Mut Mun on. of Ie 
LES 2 7 
S ola 
A * 
mac ni N 3 Fl x 4 
. 8 A 
NG N anon la NN : adds nd Ollarign 
Ano Mun, Cnzon Aha gfun, „ wanky 
3778 2 318 K 1296 
— rachadth So Bear Dual Son 
on of £7 . Hanoll 
Gre. of $ 5 on of Ot, am Gn 
"* nll Mon, Mon. 2 
te Mer: of {re redand 2 
378 Fr ig Mun, C. 
1 


BY, 2 


— 


þ (as 
1 M1, 


F< 


24 : 
6 2 
m 72 , J.-D [2 
7 \ 1 
Tos 
5 N "72: 
\ _— of N 


”» 
4 


LY 


Hauen, ae. 
Aae, 


"7 Sa 
Her L . Connor 


| 


(Me Aegal, Pedegree ofe the o Connor Kerry ended 


gd Rue ppp ppiofiſe þ 


LUale 13. 


1 


ulas 


a - 
- | | 
* 
a a a 
. | | 
| af <. 
- 1 
- 
— o — 
; - 
; | W 
= 
* pa 
1 
@ 
* 
* . is 
S 
. 7 N 
9 
65 
- 
c 
* 
= 
- 
44 
* 
w. 
* 
= 
- 
* 
| - 
= | 8 / 
% 
- 
* 
- 


& Wwe* 


. 


CCC f 
HEREMON Jon M Seng Mb/s Ars Agel, Pedi 


1 
As core 4 — alp 
pn poRog Aton 
Ri n 55 enuorn = equorra 
Fe Magee, 2730. 
22 Mme 
[4 lag ne 
eo Ms 
CFO p ” r the 
Mulo/ties Vonareh « NS wphot- 
wg off Wilt Aru of 1 ren 
Sauen AMaaned. 1. A1. 275 
2735 
Flt ach mo 
Imucajy labprne ut 
n 56 pponr 
AM. 2 97 M. 2930, Eq prion 
A ongus 2 . muon 
— aliixruꝶic Setcl 
Monarch eu ritt 
l 2 rel 
207 82 
72 14 
Hom _ Moreafa Def 
pio ra Rog Exp ppionra 
E1 pon A. 302 mon 


Ma el Den 


joNnya 
ba 


a q- . Great Natl 


. 
. 
I 
* 4 « 
— 
. 
v * 
. 
. 
= 
* 
* 
- 
. 
* 
* 
-. 
, 
Y q 
= 5 
. 
* 
* 
* * 
* 
. 
w 4 
* 
. 
. 
Pe . 
* 
" 
. 
. 
b 
* 
= 
„ 
. 
' * 
= 
* 
4 
. 
n 4 
4 . 
. 
> 
- a o 
* 
* 
. LT . 
0 . 
. 
= s 
. 
. 
. 
» M G 
1 o 
* 
. 4 
* \ 
- 
. = 
G . 


— 


ZZ 


CONN, 


* * 


Eamna 
1ofnſa 
p 


[4 7 Þ. 
N 3 
27 
rt 


1 


* 
* 
= 

* 


1 


8 | 8 E 
Vl I 


2 


i 
» 
1 


BT nl dodcnted 
28 mul. (Henle ben“, 
— rag nn. 


l 


x 
5 
* 
o 


bl, 


( 
4 
— 


% 
| ; 
| ' 


— 


e 


q | HFleremon ended. 


Cd rg IM 
pal age N ang 


(F Hoh 


, Plate e, 


e ] Hue u erbe, 


. fee — 
MA 0 
, O fame, 


* 
. 
o 
- 
” 
* 2 
- 
* 
. 
* 
* 
— 
” 
1 
* 
. 
* 
* 
- 
0 . 
% 
. 
{ 
- 
o 
a 
. 
. * 
* 
. 
5 — 
” 
| 
* 
. 
— 
* 
* 
* 
. 
* 
A o 
* 
5 
- 
j 
« 
* 
« 
o 
* 
0 % 
* 
* 
0 
. 
. 
8 
. 
4 4 * 
a. 
» 
- 
« 
* 
. 
u 
* 
. 
- ” 


Ne „ Connor Aves Nee 


* 


of the oO Aorks De 


pponya 
CONACT 


Cacal 


pj ona 
Conay 


* 


Co nac T 


many @ Royal 


CA 


Coneubg TA p 
3 mom A4“ 
l A yncen 


c 


feu, 1nhom i, u Fam, 
F 
Femme, of Feland . 


Ce 


Y Ne 


Appear - 
achat 
poſſ ya 
coſſac 


rear. 


i, Prence 


praonya 
Con ac 


Tumul 2 
Tad Ag 
o Conceaz 

=naA\n7c 


turh a J* 
O lonchena = 
nan 


* 

— — — - — = — — - - = 
* 8 — * = 
= i _ — 


Se. . 2 


gene ei, lame 


e, Hale 7 


3 h i Wl "i Il 


95 


2 = 0 
8 3 CE 


; Fi ju jm 08 1 


| 
| . 


_— 


— — — — —— — — =" — —m — = z = - = 
—— _—_— ET IF K = x 4 — * - = - & — 
— — — — — — — — 
— * — - — — — — — 
- - — - S - —- — — - — — — — — — —— - — — 


* of * darn = 2 2 
+ We” | Folla In 


pPmoſſſa — nn a 


Ein o fi 


NON ; 
Aff Allah 


pn oſſſa 
Son «al 


te fume 


Ace 


France © 
He Jame 


pron ya 


nun 


CV. 
P => 
, 
—_ . 


7 2 4 
8 
[IN RF 
Ne 
w 
* 


, Un, Lt 5 {min PIG the: Anciant: and ane 4 , Fo 
the Fitz Dutrichs endu . 


{fomand 
SA ph 


Don me- 


Fury 
Pre * O 
the [ame 


pony 
OrpySe 


7 5 4 | 
Se 15 
— i CL; Conmor : 


KS EP , 


» 417 
, ! 
. 
= 


| 


ROE 
oſſſa 
— ag 
Cee 


Phi 
don vr, 
C Sae en 


28 
BAC As 
TAST An 
| On. 
5 F 4 . 


. . B ; | ; N A FF 
—AS KIN 4-14 t A 
LH fees Ojo Kein "ol WS, bro te. 


— . 4 lonmur 


5 9 . buche, Baths 


fe 


2 e, Aer, from 


nr 
fe n Conm 


pr. (0 
101 8. 


172 


Somna 9 
ordof hu Su 


— IJ i i 


3 2 aul ctrl, 


a « Jervnnt” 


2 S aa umb, 
. is , 7. O00 
Hue e 


— - + wa ATE... - — 4a + < oy ai. wa 


* 


„ 


8 * . . FP * 7 4 | 
The " Genealogy of the falle amd of the Conte, in Ff, 0 BUIDML. 
| | 2 Plans,a3 
Conl a lroll c 
Epnavh tLiaclac 
Al; FAC © N. ju 
v Hd Ino Mun. 
M3710, 37259 
2 74101 
au, cheat, Caſftunc 
un Mon. lack Mon. 
rite. [n.. ran. A 
$740 [.57 20 
ayam : Saua * A 
Cam 11 mac. Wk 1EA 1 
. mien az Riot of ' 
Þ — To 2 Ov un n uw Afio Jum 
$098 27734 4750 
Landa Angus 
tuhtnach tuirm/uea 
4 of 1 Men. of 17, Mon.of tre 
Uno Mun ie Mun. ww Mun. 
\ G98 2774 37 50 
piun Cogr Mac Luca! 
. = lo na ccm > 
puoſſya e A 1 of —— RY e 4 
on Out 10 
mon 940 och om = - 
Finn - 420 4 ac Na . ö 
Inde ©, + Eambuan)  (abhdearg 
Fond ano Mun. Prince of fon. of Ir; 
3940 cus C Mun 
Lata S cg 
Te a fu From — 
| * R10 ꝓ Riot of 
mon W Ano Nun 
oo Do. 27 
2 


Courtmngton 


Cant: a 
6 N 


6 humbly Alu, 
J moft redtent Ser 
Dee Connes. 


*" 
* * 
” 
— 
% <9. 
S +» 
7 i 
— \ 


Th 
22 1 8 
22 2 
2 | 


a < 
* 7 Lo 
p AE 


A 


A * 


Se Leys 2 H He le. Samy Magroghegan 


2 
2 grey 2 


SAgatm 


Unc 
NMorough 


Lord 5 
vo 


WH 
Sf 


— 


— 17, — 


= 1 2 r 


Ser. 


VE hee, of the 


| ” Ca 4 ' 
| EASE * 
1 = 


Sol. Tonall. E4 gu Scan 
75 Ri 85 ag al — Fulban fea proofs 
Afho Som 7 o pp1ofrpa on vl 

353 mp ulas CEASH 


ec, n of 0 Far Donne 


ene N 
bog 


Dom pl 


ö 


f 


EZ 


9 
DV - 8 
1 * 
; 
y r * 
x; 
\ | . * o of 
d) 1 
22 _—- 
Wy | 
* — 
0 
U 


Gerard Gn 7 


Hen le, dXedtonted 
 Cleduent 


s 


ee 
pmoffg 


Dom Fvil 


Sl, , e, ., 
(op. .. _ £ e 


R 


Eo, Gan 


= — gg | — : — 
| Lelgree 2 He Pricey | rut UC o Darucl Donn 


8 Conperr He Ez 


Zr 26 © 


he Geneatoge of 2 Frincely amel, of He Wie Damely 
up Conn the Hes 0 97 He Hunaved Saule, Monaroh Fi. 


loom 


Coll tur 
* 22 
Treland 


Wo Dom 
4 


Cormac 
.{ Monarch 


. / Eac 
non ra 
A Eo 


\p10 


J 23 Cort 2 
5 EW 4 1 G | 0 8 


ee, lee. 


rene, 


— — 
— — 4 + 


—m_—— 


„ - 


— — —d — — — — 


D = * A 3 : * . < 
1 * 


—— — 


Fe G Goneatogie Sy. Loneal 22 


um Hu 


Ape | 
9 Z. — 


Neeber, of Mhles HH FE 1 
ole ofters 9 — e O 


Ozloll Can Coby omca© — 1 ab qu v 
, - 2 Hoffa 
olum Rio Ppronſa — vl bn + e W 2 2 11 In N 
Muman uma CEATNA = Sean geld — Geo na 
Ouuoll A 9 


Llaty 27 


— ũ — — 


Tj tes e L 0 0 


— 2 


Platy 28 


2 22 wee of the mot tncient & Noth 


＋ 


brought Donn rom Oreogan rhe Grand Tather 


22 


CE 


bib. 
Free of 


tHe fame 


Han N 
Vannnmn 


/ "ders geo 
Prance of 
the Jum 


«Jail Eavarnan 
Vac Vac 
lugh ail 
Mare“ 
Jon 9. Jon O - 
1g has Has 
10 8 9755 
S} A 
po 4 15 rer 
Pie Jame He Jame 


ACE 


FobSa1 Ana lara nuf 
2 f mee. 5 222 - Lame 
Prince of Prince of Prence of * 
He Jame t [ame Same Hee Jamey 
2 * Le Ce 
Mac Con or 


ada 
N 
Prunce of 
NAA Jame 
Rgce 


Prance of 
, 
ace 


, eee 
leu, lee, 


lo FA 
JS 
Premce of 
ame 
RACO 


at) 
Lagen 
Prance of 
[ame 
— 


Syn 
3 9 
te 2 
ACE 


Alo nu 
(dort: 
Lr mee 


Au. 


MOIC Obeduent Servant” 


ee Iv 


- 
_ 


— - - a — - — 


— - - » - _— — 


— 


v9 


r 
r 
* 


n 


* 7 * l - 
ODE" NS WE Fe 


— 
: 
Wh, 


AH acartu A$86 182 
7 
4 


4 
ng. hc N 
Larl of N 
4 , . 81 


ore e 2 
Hon'® 9 


\ 1 . "a/ * 


Z he ee 8 SE Y of" 
2 Lo, 


8 ee gium 


The nud 


an. 9 
2 
p Sullct ans 


a noent® 


of Me O 


* Q 4 
x IC ö 


. Act ond © 


27 Family | 


Fg 
„ 


D 


t k 

1 

* 
* © — 
: 

i 1% þ 

q* =* 5 

4 


ele 


Ger 2 men, 
„ 8 


* [tus mot Obedrent A. 
Sake} þ 


Y 7, e, Sreland 22 
n d 2 Aedtcated 


Jervant ons 
Cer 4G Connor 


=S 


2 Ro 2 Gel, 2 "I 


38 
ENS! " 


he (brew Me 


Cava 2 hs 
88 GC 


—— 


— — — 


| 
| 


Welt. 28 
ag <4 Cop cated 
1 * eee, e. 


e 
Ee Conmr 


— 
\ — 
\ \i 


N 


Hamm. 55 25 
c \ 
A 


"edt Ds 

LEE vos ME... 0 : oe * 

7 * yy . 21 ; 
— 


* 


* 
. T* 


, 
4 
* 


*; 
1 
2 
\ a, ; 
r Pa Y 


S bat Fs my g A 2 5 br D Tf mee, 
of te Hoon, (3 I Gl Gormerty 
has "2" 85 Yori 


FI 


127 
5 


| 


e / Ine 


WAS 


7 


humbly FOI 


Clervant -vÞ 
Cert 7 Conn a 


1 EL 
rn 3 4 
* F 5 » 


Pa / 3 
(Hh — 


2 ng CC 


| 42 


„ 


7 Fen hs 


of the 


4 


— 


— 


3 


A, e. 


. 0 


Hart a, Lee 
7. 


O Ce. 


K 2 * 
- 
— y 
_— 

—— — FOX 
- 
— = — 1 

_——— 
> 


V 8 4 humbly leute 


0 1 * | 
Cr X 7 Connor: 


— 
* a . g — A 5 J * — — — 
A. — A” — 2 3 8 — * RE” „ 2 — . r erer pry = 


. 3 — nana r 


ace, . 


: / Vomland 


55 | . 
8 


{incur | 


IS 


* 
* 
— 
5 
22 


— 


— ; ” 0 . 
2 Non? 2 I 
N 70 * 7 
( >R : | | 


>. 
te : Ho BE: 
p PFs * 2 4 | 5 
2 ti: * , 
_ ITY YEETC. a 
of  Fromas 12 6 . 0 «Horm D NB, My | ll 
> is . — / | 


22 


Thin Vit te Lot c, 
, el, 22 = A - : e Saen, A, Heulen, 

= a Plat 7 6 þ | >> aun abi FUR 

Wm Oluitiente Herend. 


gr, ene 


* 
— 
— — — , — 8 
— — — 18 * 
= N — aw 
_ — — — — —— 
_ — 


. * 2 ͤ ͤu— 1 Eee 
1 = 2 2 — rr e * . 4 Jo * P 2 * 
* OY * , „ — © * - | 


* 


* 


_ WC 
4 
. 


"4 <a A. 
IO SC Hon MC har - 14 CLTNMCS CNN en. 
> 28 2 SERA cont $Princoly 
"a 22 "Sr. sf qo Che 0 eue. a 
Ta ee e, lee. 
Nd : Ne WI WV 4 | 
Hebe, Nl mee 2 4 N (leatert- Servant” 


g's C Ys: 2 Connor 


_— 


* 2 8 4 — . _ „ —_— CD EE im at ——.ax4 —— > — rer * 


Hlate. g 


1 
7 * 


N * Oount 
| „.. 


1 Le 
, 2 


4 


_ ON 7 = Pg | 
8 2 (ono od DG, = . Cl. , har ue F >> + " a0 =) 
(ESR 22 J 8 


ee, WM 8 . I Hon CF; 
CE r MY —_— 
Mo: : p 


0 E ( 2 (ll Sf J,. the 


4. ui 
= 
R WMorrarlys 1 


” " 


„ FAUNIOUS 


„ 
Ce, | 


„ 1 
8 \ 
U 


F 5 7 þ — 12 = 7 — . — 
and (nc I = =. (= mils Lamuly 
_——_— 4 / / / 
* * % r 
of the 22 Courmotis | by 5 5 . [er h. es 
- F - * # 
| 


— lo; 1 


to 
Of We 


* 0 1 
<> „ei 
1 


82 2 2 
_ — 9 | 
| 


— 


ah — 


Jr” of Goton! of Foot this moe | 


(enen, Ne, SSP WB the Fifteenth - 
K f Mp. | 


— 


" 
7 


32 ” > 
humbly 8 
Servant” 
wn p | 
CY or: a Connor: 


* 
cone 2 177 
| 


4 


Nel, N, four of ER Foe) 


* 4 
— 1 
8 S — X 
7 ef 
| : 
| Tl | 
| ON- » UN 
% ' 
| , _ d 74 
1 . I | | 
| | * L \ f 4 \ — 
pv C, 
1 4 
4 k 
N 1 | 
* , 
147 F 


— 
, 2 2 fol NO SR 


\ Samy 
Cujlaces 


þ CER 
4-473 eh 


IC 
N — Auger. 
— 5 5 


G 


* 
% 
Ws \ 
7 
2 y 
- 
X GC — 
- Nelles +þ 
* ORTHO 
FA E Ul: To. 
- 7 72 —— 277 bi: 
"of (I IETIITH addi 
1823 — *;- oa 
, PRO Pa 2 7 bw . 25 25 
7782. * 2 "2 
23 4 W. . 
W : th y ; e - 
1:4 Ir : 5 
En 
„ . Y 
1 2 1 
N r * . . E 
| 


1 F 


— — — 


1 — Jy 
« We, 


N . 


DE 95 2 
Co, 


2 | 
Como l 


Wet | 
17 
J) 0 wy 


OG 
Nen 
. 
| | : 


Y 


A 


* 
— 

0 — 
we 
* 
1050 
NI 


22 
D - <* - 
8 N 
17 


4 2 
eee ee 


er 
. 14 


Car { of Came 


A 
- 


; we 


* 


A Aunty brood 
8 $\ (7 | 2 , ue. 
8 Cor lo lonner 


— 


| 
| 
| 
| 
- 
| 


24 


* 
* 
- 
* 
. 
-. 
=o +» 
% 
* 
. 
* 
* 
. 
* 
Ll 
* 
. 
* 
. 
- 
* 
. 
. . 
* ” 
0 * 
. * 
. 
* = 
* 
* o 
” 
. 
N % 
” ” ” 
. 
. 1 * 8 
» 
- 
* o 
o 
wm — 
4 - 
my - * = = 
— . @ ; . . 
” a ry * 


Lace, 


— - 


N * 
CEE 
_ As 


vi+ugd 


Vi EP Hedtented in, 
2 Y Ged., Serve 


— 


000" COMMOT .- 


* 
72 * 
o : 
- - 
F . 
- 'T % 
.- 
© 4 * kts 
3) — * 4 * _ 
4 
. 


wt. Oops at. Jaw 


* 

\ 

” 
HOWS 
* 
Fl 
2 

0 


